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^ I ^HE  Duke  de  ia  Rociiefoucault  Liancourt,  a  man, 
who,  at  all  times,  has  been  diftlnguifhed  as  one 
of  the  mofl:  amJable,  the  moil:  virtuous,  and  the  beft  in- 
formed of  the  French  nobility,  has  made  a  journey  for 
phiiofophical  and  commercial  obfervation  throughout  a. 
great  part  of  North  America,  and  has  communicated  the 
fubftance  of  his  obfervations  to  the  World,  in  the  valuable 
Narrative  which  is  here  pfefented  to  the  Britifh  Public. 

Although  no  longer  a  dependency  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
the  thirteen  Provinces  of  the  American  Commonwealth  are 
not  regarded  by  Britons  as  a  land  of  ftrangers..  The  mu- 
tual animofities  of  the  war  of  the  American  revolution  are 
already  extinguiihed.  Britons  and  i\mericans  now  think  of 
\  each  other  only  as  brethren ;  a  kindred  def'rent,  a  com- 
mon language,  congenial  chara(?ier,  a  flrong  alliance  of  in- 
ftitutions,  arts,  and  manners,  render  them  to  one  another 
reciprocally  interefting^,  perhaps  much  more  than,  in  limilan' 
circumftances,  any  third  nation  would  be  to  either.  As  the 
hiiiory  of  the  Spaniards,  who  firft  entered  South  America, 
engages  our  curioiity  more  than  that  of  the  horfes,  the  dogs, 
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or  the  fugar  canes,  which  they  carried  v/ith  them;  as  the 
hiftory  of  the  nations  of  pohlhcd  Europe  is  more  interefting 
than  that  of  the  Tartars  and  Tongufi ;  as  accounts  of  the 
fortunes  of  a  fon,  a  father,  a  brother,  a  lover,  in  a  diftant 
land,  are  more  anxiouflj  expected,  and  more  eagerly  heard, 
than  if  it  were  bat  a  cafual  acquaintance  to  whom  they  re- 
lated :  (o,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  fame  reafons, 
every  new  communication  refpe6ling  North  America,  and  its 
inhabitants  of  Britifh  defcent,  is  naturally,  in  an  extraor- 
dinary degree,  attra6live  to  the  curiofity  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault's  details  concerning  co- 
lonial life  and  manners  are,  hence,  adapted  to  imprefs  a 
Britifh  imagination,  as  agreeably  as  if  their  fubje6l  were  the 
rural  oeconomy  of  Wales,  of  Yorkfhire,  or  of  the  Higli- 
lands  of  Scotland,  and  that,  till  now,  though  fo  nearly  in- 
terefting, yet  utterly  unknown. 

Belides  fuch  motives  of  affection  and  curloftty,  there  are 
reafons  of  a  lefs  refined  nature,  which  engage  the  commer- 
cial people  of  England,  to  lil^en  eagerly  to  all  authentic 
accounts  refpecling  America.  A  great  and  increaling  inter- 
courfe  of  trade  and  emigration  is  carried  on  between  thefe 
two  countries.  The  lands  and  national  debts  of  the  Ame- 
rican Republic  are  familiarly  bought  and  fold  in  London. 
The  produce  of  American  plantations,  the  planks  from 
American  faw-mills,  the  fhips  built  in  American  dock-yards, 
are,  in  a  large  proportion,  deftined  for  the  ufe  of  Britain.  A 
very  numerous  emigration  of  induftrious,  reftlefs,  or  enter- 
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priiing  perfons,  is  conftantly  paffing  from  Britain  to  Ame- 
rica. The  transfer  of  property  between  the  two  countries 
is  great  and  incelTant.     It  would  be  impoffible  to  manage 

the  commercial  buiinefs  which  thus  arifes  between  the  two 
countries  with  any  adequate  mercantile  intelligence,  if  con>- 
tinual  enquiries  were  not  diligently  made  into  all  circum- 
ftances,  that  can  influence  produce,  manufa6lure,  and   de- 
mand in  the  market,    efpecially   in    America,  where  all 
things  are  yet  much  more  uncertain,  and  more  imperfectly 
known  than  in  Britain.      The  political  relations  and  corref- 
pondence  between  Britain   and  America  confpire    to  the 
fame   effe6l ;    for  there  are  many  occafions,  upon  which  a 
Britifli  politician,  inattentive  to  the  progrefs  of  things  in 
America,  would  be  entirely  incapable  of  providing  for  the 
true  political  intereflis  of  the  Britifh  empire- 
It  is,  however,  to  the   philofophical  enquirer,  of  what- 
ever nation,  that  fuch  details  as  the  following  volume  con- 
tains, concerning  the  ftate  of  life  and  manners  in  America, 
are  likely  to  be  the  mofl  acceptable  and  inftruClive.     The 
progrefs  of  colonization;   the   firft  difFuiion  of  new  inhabi- 
tants through  unappropriated  waftes;  the  fluggifh  aukward- 
nefs  o^  infant  huibandry;  the  relapfe  into  barbarifm  of  thofe 
outcafts  from  poliflied  fociety,  whom  their  fortune  conducts 
into  regions,  where  they  can  converfe  only  with  the,  wild- 
nefs  of  rude  nature,  and  where  they  are  deflitute  of  all  the 
accommodations  of  the  arts  ;  the  fimplicity  of  government 
and  of  life  and  manners,   that  is  natural  in  countries  where 
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population    is   fcanty,    and   in   which    the   fubdiviiions    of 
labour,  and  all  the  complex  accommodations  of  focietj,  are 
unknown ;  the  curious  contrail:  between  colonial  and  favage^ 
manners,   and  the  efFe6ls   of  the  collilion  between  barbar- 
ifm  and  civility;   topics  interefting  to  philofophy,   above  al- 
mofc  all  others  in  the  hiftory  of  human  nature,  and,  of  all^ 
the  moil  imperfe6lly  known  ;  are  to  be  now,  for  the  firft 
time,  fully  elucidated,  by  a  vigilant  and  unremitting  obfer- 
vation  of  the  phafes  of  focial  life  in  America.      For  the  pur- 
pofes  of  afccrtaining   and   illuftrating  the   moft  important 
principles  of  general  polity   and  jurifprudence,  how   often? 
have  philofophers  in  vain  attempted  to  explore  the  forgot- 
ten and  unrecorded  beginnings   of  civil  life  !      FIov/   often 
lamented,  that  the  moft  interefting  period  in  the  progrefs  of 
fociety,  fliould  thus  be  prior  to  the  age  of  enlightened   ob- 
fervation  !      How  often  and  how   ridiculoufty  laboured  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  records,  by  that  fort  of  theory  which 
has  been  pompoufly  chriftened  Coiijeclural  Hiftory  !     The 
account  of  the  iirft  population,  meafurement,  and  tillage  of 
the  plains  of   Egypt,  Affyna,  Hindoftan,   or   Cliina,  is    no 
longer  to  be  recovered  from  oblivion  :  even  the  cxa<St   cir- 
cumftances  of  the  fettlement  of  the  firft  Egyptian  colonies 
in  Greece  ;   of  the  firft  Lydian,  Greek,  and  Phrygian  colo- 
nies in  Italy ;   of  our  Teutonic   anceftors  in  Germany  and 
Britain  muft  remain   unkno^v■n.     But   a  keen   attention   to 
Avhat  is  now  pafting  in  the  back  fcttlements  of  North  Ame- 
rica,  and  to  that   inccfTant   emigration  from  Europe,  and 
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from  the  more  populous  American  provinces,  by  which  thofe 
back  fettlements  are  filled,  will,  at  laft,  amplj  fupply  to  phi- 
lofophical  enquiry,  what  had  feemed  to  be  irrecoverably 
loft,  and  will  enable  us  to  fill  up  an  important  chafm  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  human  fpecies.  It  is  the  vegetable  unfolding 
itfelf  from  the  feed ;  it  is  the  opening  mind,  in  the  firft 
months  of  infancy ;  it  is  the  form  of  confummate  ftrength 
or  beauty,  rifing  under  the  artifl's  hand,  from  the  fliapelefs 
block  of  marble;  rather  than  the  full-grown  plant,  the 
mature  man,  or  the  finiilied  ftatue ;  that  the  moft  delight- 
fully interefts  the  philofopher  of  refined  penetration,  and 
the  man  of  tafte,  who  to  foundnefs  of  reafon  unites  a  vivid 
delicacy  of  fentiment,  and  of  imagination.  Of  all  the  pages 
of  philofophical  hiftory,  none  can  deferve  to  be  read  with 
fuch  earneft  curioftty,  as  thofe  which  difplay  the  nafcent 
energies  of  fecial  life. 

Of  fuch  inducements  to  attend  to  any  information  con- 
cerning the  progrefs  of  induftry,  wealth,  and  civil  policy  in 
North  America,  it  is  impoflible  for  any  one  to  be  infenftble 
in  reading  the  following  journal.  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault 
Li  AN  COURT  is  a  traveller  of  no  ordinary  difcernment  and 
diligence  in  enquiry.  As  the  friend,  and,  in  fbme  fort,  the 
agricultural  pupil  of  that  intelligent  philofopher,  Mr.  Arthur 
Young,  he  travelled  with  views  nearly  ftmilar  to  thofe  by 
which  Mr.  Youn^  was  guided  in  fo  many  tours  and  pere- 
grinations, and  in  the  compofttion  of  fo  many  journals  of 
hufbandry.  The  quality  of  the  foil,  the  advantages  for  cul- 
tivation. 
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tivation,  the  numbers,  the  indiiftry,  the  Intelligence  of  the 
Imlhandmen ;  the  advances  which  they  have  made  in  trans- 
formins:  the  vaft  forefts  and  favannahs  of  interior  America 
into  cornfields  and  meadows  ;  their  modes  of  clearing  and 
culture";  the  quantity  of  produce  which   they  obtain;  their 
mills,  and  other  means  of  manufa6lure  for  the  market;  the 
opportunities  of  profitable  fale,  have  been  marked  and  re- 
corded by  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt  ,i  n   all  thofe 
American  provinces  through  which  he  travelled,  with   an 
accuracy  and  fuUnefs  of  information,  which  feem  to  rival 
Mr.  Young's  tour  through  France  and  Italy,  or  even   Sir 
John  Sinclair's  more  elaborate  ftatiftical  colle61:ions  concern- 
ing Scotland.      Commerce  fhares   his   attention  with  rural 
oeconomy;  he  vifited  the  lakes,  the   bays,  the   creeks,   the 
points  of  the  influx  of  the  navigable  rivers  into  the  fea,  and 
thofe  beyond  which  navigation  cannot  alcend  toward  their 
fprings  ;  he  furveyed  the  ftore-houfes ;  he  marked  the  arti- 
fices of  the  traders ;  he  entered  the  dwellings  of  the   inha- 
bitants of  every  different  rank,  partook  of  their   fare,  and 
flcpt  or  watched  in  their  places  for  reft;  he  travelled  without 
any  thing  of  that  encumbering  apparatus  of  wealth  or  gran- 
deur, which  hides  the  realities  of  life  from  thofe  it  environs, 
even  at  thofe  times  when  their  refearches  are  the  moft  dili- 
gent, and,  as  they  think,  the  moft  fuccefsful.     lie  liftened, 
and  enquired,  and  looked   around  him,  even   with   all   the 
bufy  afftduity  of  Sterne's  Inquifttive  Traveller.      Ho  was  not 
one  of  thofe  who  are  willing  to  content  thcmfelvcs  vvith 
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gneiTes  and  with  general  language  ;  but  v/as,  on  every  oc- 
cafion,   careful  to  obtain,   if  poffible,   ftatements  admitting 
of  the    ftricSleft  accuracy  of  number  and    calculation.      If 
unable  to  look  around  on  thofe  fcenes  of  wild  and  majef- 
tic  nature,  with  the  fublime  and  pi6lurefque  imagination  of 
a  poet ;  if  unendowed  with  the  fkill  of  a  fcientific  naturalift  ; 
M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt  cannot,  however,  fail  to 
appear  to  every  reader,  to  have  been  eminently  qualified  to 
make  fuch  obfervations  as  are  beft  adapted  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  the  colonial  emigrant,  or  the 
political  oeconomift :  And  it  was  precifely  a  traveller  of  this 
chara6ler  who  was  wanted  to  give  us  the  mofl  defirable  new 
information  concerning  the  progreffive  fettlement  of  America. 
With  the  account   of  trade  and  induftry,   he   unavoidably 
combines   fketches,    details,  and  flight  cafual  touches,  re- 
fpe6ling  the   familiar  life  of  the  Americans,   which   every 
reader  will  find  highly  amufing  and  inftru<£live.      He  exhi- 
bits pi6lures  of  Indian  manners,  which,  though  mournful, 
and  difgufling  to  tafle,  are,  yet,  interefling  to  philofophy,  in 
conjun6lion  with  his  accounts  of  the  fettlers  before  whom 
the  Indian  tribes  are   gradually  vanifliing  from  the   earth. 
With  his  ftatements  refpe6fing  the  provinces  of  the  Ameri- 
can Republic,  he  prefents  alfo   a  multiplicity  of  important 
details  concerning  the  Britifh  colonial  polTeffions  of  Canada. 
He  tells  all  that  he  could  learn,  without  being  reftrained, 
even  by  coniiderations  of  perfonal  delicacy,  or  the  fecrecy 
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of  honour,  from  making  public  feveral  things,  which,  though 
acceptable  to  us,  were  certainly  not  intended  to  be  thus 
proclaimed  to  all  Europe,  by  thofe  who  communicated  them 
to  hira.  Concerning  the  intercourfe,  the  emulation,  the 
mutual  jealoulies,  the  dark  proje6ls  reciprocally  meditated, 
between  the  Americans  and  the  Britifh  culunifts  and  foldiery 
of  Upper  Canada,  he  gives  a  variety  of  information,  which' 
we  fliould,  otherwife,   never  have  obtained. 

The  chara6ler  and  predominant  opinions  of  M.  de  Roche- 
foucauit  Liancourt  himfelf^  are,  in  this  volume,  very  frankly 
and  amply  difplayed.  In  his  chara6ler,  great  native  recti- 
tude and  benignity  of  diipofition  appear  to  be  aflbciated  with 
fome  of  the  philofophical  afte6lations  of  the  new  fchool,  and 
with  fomewhat  of  that  never-failing  gallantry  and  polite- 
nefs,  which  ufed  to  mark  the  manners  of  the  old  French 
nobility.. 

Although  a  victim  to  the  Revolution,  he  ftill  approves, 
thofe  principles  of  political  reform,  upon  which  the  firft. 
movements  toward  it  were  made  :  Though  an  outcafi  from 
France,  he  flill  takes  a  warm  patriotic  intereft  in  the  glory 
of  the  French  nation.  Hence,  he  inclines,  at  times,  to  en- 
courage the  milder  clafs  of  thofe  political  fentiments,  M'hich 
the  fagacity  of  Government  finds  it  prudent  to  difcourage 
in  Britain,  as  little  adapted  to"  promote  the  general  welfare.. 
And  whenever  the  views,  the  interefts,  and  the  public  fer- 
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vants  of  the  Britifh  Government  come  to  be  mentioned,  he 
ufuallj  fpeaks  the  language  of  a  foreigner  and  a  foe.* 

Throughout  the  whole  of  his  American  journies,  there  ap- 
pears to  have  reigned  in  the  mind  of  this  illuftrious  exile 
a  melancholy  call  of  imagination,  with  a  peevilh.  irritabi- 
lity of  feeling,  fuch  as  it  was  very  natural  for  misfortunes 
like  his,  to  produce.  Every  fcene  of  beneficent  condu6t 
from  great  landholders  toward  their  dependents,  brings 
to  his  remembrance  his  own  endeavours  to  enlighten  and 
blefs  the  peafantry  upon  thofe  eftates  in  France,  which  once 
were  his  own.  He  ihrinks  in  agony  from  the  exultations 
with  which  Britifh  officers  tell  him  of  the  ruin  of  the  naval 
force  of  republican  France.  He  complains  of  a  dirty 
room,  a  hard  bed,  or  a  fcanty  meal,  as  if  it  were  a  grievous 
misfortune.  He  has  a  peculiar  quicknefs  of  eye  at  difcover- 
ing  floth,  knavery,  and  mifchief,  wherever  he  travels.  The 
wounds  which  his  fpirit  had  fuffered  were  ftill  frefli  or  fef- 
tering  ;  and  were,  therefore,  liable  to  be  grievoufly  inflamed 
and  irritated  by  the  flight  eft  degree  of  new  laceration.  He, 
not  unfrequently,  breaks  forth  into  exp^flions  of  keen 
anguifh,  or  more  fubdued  and  penfive  forrow,  which,  being 

*  In  a  very  few  places  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  infert  initials  for  proper 
names,  and  to  fubftitutc  afterifks  for  fentiments.  In  one  or  two  inftances  where 
obvious  fuppreffion  would  have  infinuated  more  than  the  original  paragraph, 
the  original  has  been  retained.  The  motives  of  the  writer,  in  thcfc  places, 
are  fo  obvious,  and  his  conclufions  fo  ])alpably  unjuft,  that  to  have  ibftcncd  or 
fupprefled  would  have  been  a  bad  com[)limcnt  to  the  undcfftanding  ot  the 
Britifh  reader. 
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the  voice  of  nature  and  of  truth,  muft  prove  to  every  reader 
inexpreffibly  interefting. 

It  is,  amidft  all  this,  impoffible  not  to  admire  this  ami- 
able nobleman,  for  labouring  to  divert  the  tasdium  of  his 
exile,  by  enquiries  of  a  tendency  fo  beneficial,  and  for  ac- 
commodating his  mind,  in  fo  confiderable  a  degree,  to  the 
hardfliips  of  his  condition.  Perhaps  he  could  not  have  been 
more  ufefally  employed,  in  any  conceiveable  profpcrity  of 
his  fortunes.  He  appears  to  have  been  content  to  ride  on 
Jiorfeback,  without  a  fervant,  and  to  travel  about  without 
aught  of  the  pomp  of  greatnefs,  or  the  luxury  of  opulence, 
juft  as  if  he  had  never  been  more  than  a  plain  farmer  or 
manufa6lurer   in    France. 

The  ftyle  is  naturally  fimple,  and  devoid  of  all  affec^ia- 
tion.  The  Tranilator  has  not,  in  his  verfion,  made  any 
attempt  to  clothe  the  work  in  laboured  elegances  or  orna- 
ments, which  it  did  not  originally  wear.  Faithfulnefs,  fim- 
plicity,  and  corredlnefs  of  Englifh  phrafeology,  arc  the  chief 
qualities,  by  which  he  has  afpired  to  diftinguifli  his  work. 
He  leaves  it  to  the  reader,  to  judge,  how  far  he  may  have 
been  fuccefsful  or  other  wife. 

The  Englifh   Edition   has    been    illuftrated  by  a  Map, 

drawn  on  purpofe,  from  the   information  contained  in  the 

work  itfelf,  and  a  clofe  infpec^tion  will  iliew,  tliat  this  Map 

not  only  corre6ls  former  Maps  of  America  in  many  points, 

but   exhibits  in  their  proper  places,   for  the  iirfl  time,  fe- 

veral   new   Towns    and   Settlements. 
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The  Index,  formed  by  the  Tranflator,  will  render  it  eafy 
to  refer  to  this  volume,  even  for  any  fmgle  particular  of  the 
information  which  it  contains. 

It  cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  doubted,  but  the  book  of  fo 
iiluftrious  a  traveller — free  as  it  is  from  all  blemifhes  of 
affedlation  or  negligence, — filled  with  information  the  moil 
recent  and  important, — concerning  a  country  than  which 
there  is  no  one  elfe  more  an  obje6l  of  Britifh  curioiity, — 
communicating  nothing  but  what  is  pLiinly  of  the  highefl 
authenticity, — dwelling  chiefly  on  thofe  topics  of  enquiry 
and  information,  which  are  the  moft  fafliionable,  and  the 
moH:  attractive,  to  policy,  trade,  and  induftry, — and  inter- 
mingling fuch  allurements  of  pathetic  fentiment,  and  of 
perfonal  anecdote,  as  never  fail  to  pleafe, — will,  from  all 
thefe  recommendations,  be  very  favourably  received  by  the 
Britiih  Public. 

IL  NEUMAN. 
London,  July,  i799' 
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■T^f  rHEN  I  began  to  vvTite  a  journal  of  my  Travels,  it 
was  my  intention  to  confine  it  folely  within  the 
circle  of  my  friends  :  but  fome  of  them  being  of  opinion 
that  the  publication  of  it  would  be  of  general'  advantage, 
I  fubmitted  to  their  advice,  and  refolved  to  publifh  it  on 
my  arrival  in  Europe.  In  chufing  a  patronefs  for  my  book, 
it  was  natural  for  me  to  fele6l  that  perfon  who  claimed  the 
largefl  fhare  of  my  efteem  and  gratitude ; — who  has  been 
endeared  to  me  flill  more  by  her  nnparalleled  misfortunes. 
There  could  be  no  occaiion  for  calling  to  remembrance, 
the  atrocious  murder  of  a  coufin ;  as  it  is  too  well  known, 
and  held  in  juft  abhorrence.  But  perhaps  it  is  neceflary 
to  remark,  that  his  virtue  was  fo  exalted  as  to  render  him- 
unfufpicious  of  fo  nefarious  a  crime,  and  that  his  internal 
eonfcioufnefs  induced  him  to  flight  the  advice  which  his 
friends  gave  both  to  him  and  me,  at  the  time  when  an. 
order  was  iffued  for  arrelling  us;  and  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility,. 
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bility,  was  not  the  only  mandate  concerning  us  from  the 
fame  quarter.  He  Avould  not  quit  France,  but  I,  who 
was  lefs  confident  and  lefs  virtuous,  fled  from  the  poignard, 
while  he  fell  by  its  flroke ! 

On  my  arrival  in  Europe,  and  while  I  was  employed 
in  preparing  this  work  for  the  public,  I  received  an  account 
of  my  aunt's  death,  which  cut  off  all  the  fond  hopes  I  had 
entertained  of  once  more  beholding  her,  even  on  her 
death-bed.  It  vvill  readily  be  fuppofed,  that  the  idea  of 
withdrawing  from  her  the  dedication  of  my  book,  could 
not  enter  my  afflicSled  mind  I  have  ftill  preferved  it  for 
her  with  a  fjmpathetic  regard.  Although  ellabliilied 
ufage  may  hereby  be  violated,  yet  he  who  is  fenfible 
that  neither  friendfliip  nor  gratitude  ends  with  death, 
will  eafily  conceive  the  pleafure,  melancholy  as  it  may  be, 
which  I  receive  from  the  performance  of  this  left  facred 
duty  to  a  departed  friend,  who  had  fo  many  claims  upon 
my  warmeft  affe6lions. 
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TO 


CITIZENESS  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT  D'ENVILLg. 

"  My  dear  and  imfortiinate  Aimt^ 

*'  C^  ^^"^  "^^  ^^^^^  refpe6lfully  to  prefent  you  with  na 
^^  account  of  my  Travels  through  the  United  States 
of  America.  It  is  an  offering  of  fincere  attachment  and 
gratitude ;  and  I  am  confident  you  will  receive  it  kindly. 
How  often  have  I,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  lamented 
with  painful  anxiety,  that  I  was  not  near  you  ;  that  I  was 
prevented,  by  dreadful  circumftances,  from  taking  a  fhare 
with  your  amiable  and  lovely  daughter,  in  affording  you 
that  attention  and  comfort  of  which  your  feeling  and  af- 
fli6ted  heart  flood  fo  much  in  need  !  Undoubtedly  my 
fervices  could  never  have  been  equal  to  his,  whofe  fate 
we  deplore :  but  I  am  bold  to  think,  that  in  the  tender- 
nefs  of  my  feelings,  and  in  your  own  heart,  you  would  in 
me  have  recognifed  a  fon.  I  have  fometimes  tliouo-ht. 
that  you  miffed  me;  that  after  rccolleding  every  thing 
which  makes  me  indebted  to  your  goodnefs,  your  advice, 
and  example,  you  have  not  entirely  removed  me  from  your 
thoughts.     You  will  eafily    believe,,  that  this  was  one  of 
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the  reflections  which  has  given   me  the  greateft  degree  of 
pleafure.       The  certainty    of  holding    unalterahlj  a  place 
in    the  affe6lion  of  an  efiieemed  objecl,  in  fpite  of  misfor- 
tune and  feparation,  has  a  peculiar  effedl  in  animating  the 
heart   of  that  man  who  is  free  frorn  felf  reproach.  , 

"  The  obfcrvations  you  will  find  in  this  work  itfelf  are 
not  fo  perfect  as  they  might  have  been  ;  but  you  know 
what  difficulties  a  traveller,  who  wiflies  to  convey  informa- 
tion, has  to  combat.  He  is  alwavs  oblig-ed  to  be  fatistied 
with  the  anfwers  given  to  his  queftions :  he  does  not  often 
find  a  man  at  leifure  or  difpofed  to  give  the  information 
that  is  required:  the  perfon  who  is  queftioned  about  the 
objects  of  his  own  bufinefs,  frequently  knows  no  more  than 
is  neceffary  to  carry  it  on,  and  is  incapable  of  conveying 
his  ideas  to  another  even  on  the  fubjecl  of  his  own  occupa- 
tion. And  it  happens  Hill  more  frequently  that  party-fpirit, 
felf-intereft,  or  prejudice,  deprive  thofe  anfwers  of  all  man- 
ner of  truth  and  candour.  The  traveller  himfelf  is  often 
deficient  in  making  the  proper  enquiries;  he  often  views 
things  with  a  prejudice,  imbibed  from  a  certain  fyffem, 
and  according  to  which  he  regulates  all  his  queftions,  and 
all  the  anfwers  h6  receives.  To  thefe  real  difficulties  are- 
frequently  added  thofe  which  arife  out  of  the  perfonal 
fituation  of  the  traveller,  from  the  circumflances  of  the 
moment,  or  from  fome  opinions  which  he  may  have  already 
formed,  before  he  makes  his  inquiries.    It  is  eafy  therefore 
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to  conceive  how  dlilicult  it  is  for  a  perfon  who  travels  to 
acquire  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  every  thing. 

"  I  do  not  fay,  that  in  this  tour  I  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  keep  clear  of  the  rocks  againft  which  fo  many 
travellers  have  fliruck.  But  I  may  fay  that  I  have  done 
every  thing  in  my  povv^er  to  infert  nothing  but  what 
is  authentic.  As  far  as  I  poffibly  could,  I  have  made 
inquiries  concerning  the  fame  thing  of  feveral  men,  of 
different  interells  and  opinions.  I  have  done  my  utmoft 
endeavour  to  get  rid  of  every  partial  opinion,  I  might  have" 
previoufly  formed ;  in  fhort,  I  have  fought  after  truth  by 
every  means  in  my  power.  The  idea  of  writing  only  for 
you,  for  my  friends,  and  for  myfelf,  has  made  me  ftill  more 
ftri6t  and  attentive  with  regard  to  the  materials  which  t 
colle6led,  and  the  accounts  I  afterwards  made  from  them. 
I  have  likewife  ftated  almoft  on  every  occalion,  the  fources 
from  v/hence  I  drew  them ;  in  order  to  engage  your  appro- 
bation, or  fhew  where  doubts  ought  to  be  entertained, 
I  have  not,  knowingly,  ftated  any  thing  that  was  erroneous^ 
but  ftill  I  am  far  from  fuppohng  that  I  have  efcaped  every 
kind  of  error.  I  have  frequently  in  one  place  been  unable 
to  obtain  an  account  of  certain  circumliances,  concern- 
ing which  I  had  in  another  place  acquired  very  full  in- 
,  formation.  Although  fome  books  of  travels  in  America 
may  contain  fewer  fadis  than  I  have  colle^led ;  yet  I  do 
iiot  the  lefs,  on  this  account,  perceive  the  defc6ls  of  my 
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tour,  which  I  might   with   more    cunning,  but    with  lefs 
fairnefs,  have  concealed  from  my  friends. 

"  The  territory  of  the  United  States  is  perhaps  the 
only  country  in  the  world  which  it  is  moft  difficult  to  be 
made  acquainted  with,  unlefs  you  have  traverfed  it  your- 
felf.  It  is  a  country  altogether  in  a  ftate  of  progreflive 
advancement.  What  is  to-day  a  fact  with  regard  to 
its  population,  its  management,  its  value,  and  trade, 
will  no  longer  be  fo  in  fix  months  to  come ;  and  Hill  lefs  in 
iix  months  more.  It  is  like  a  youth,  who  from  the  ftate  of 
a  boy  is  growing  into  manhood,  and  whofe  features,  after 
the  expiration  of  a  year,  no  longer  refemble  the  original 
pi6fure  that  had  been  drawn  of  him.  The  accounts  given 
by  travellers  at  prefent,  and  perhaps  for  many  years  to  come, 
can  only  ferve  as  the  means  of  enabling  diftant  poflerity  to 
form  a  comparifon  between  the  ftate  which  the  country 
fliall  then  be  in,  and  what  it  formerly  was.  In  this  point  of 
view  it  appears  to  mc,  that  fuch  accounts  are  far  from 
being  ufelcfs. 

"  Every  day  I  travelled,  I  wrote  down  the  accounts,  jufl: 
as  I  received  them.  Whenever  I  remained  for  fome  time  in 
the  fame  place,  I  put  together  what  information  I  had  col- 
le6led,  and  arranged  it  in  a  better  order.  I  have  been  in 
many  places  oftcner  than  once ;  confequentiy  the  obferva- 
tions  made  concerning  them  have  been  written  at  the  dif- 
fereiit  times  1  happened  to  be  there.      It  w^ould  have  been 
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eafy  enough  to  have  put  them  together  into  one  article : 
but  in  that  cafe  I  fhould  not  have  written  merely  a  Journal 
of  my  travels,  which  was  what  I  had  wifhed  to  do ;  that 
being  perhaps  the  only  kind  of  work  which  does  not  require 
greater  talents  than  mine,  and  where  truth  can  be  the  prin- 
cipal merit. 

"  I  have  fometimes  made  remarks  which  had  properly 
no  connection  with  my  tour  :  it  is  a  great  fatisfadlion  to 
him  who  ^vrites  for  his  friends,  that  he  is  fure  of  their 
fympathiiing  affection,  though  he  fhould  give  himfelf  up  to 
the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  the  moment. 

"  No  doubt  I  ftand  in  need  of  forgivenefs  for  havdn 
occahonally  yielded  to  an  imperious  neceffity,  and  for  hav- 
ing been  carried  away  by  the  force  of  impreffions  which 
were  only  of  a  perfonal  nature.  My  friends  will  view  thefe 
deviations  with  indulgence;  and  perhaps  they  will  even  ex- 
perience favour  with  thofe  readers  to  whom  my  prefent 
fituation  may  be  known. 

"  With  regard  to  the  ilyle  of  this  work;  probably  mv 
endeavours  to  make  it  as  perfpicuous  as  poffible,  which  has 
been  my  chief  obje6l,  has  been  produ6five,  in  fome  places, 
of  tedious  prolixity,  and  frequent  tautology.  To  write  with 
as  much  purity  and  corre6tnefs  as  we  are  capable  of,  we 
v/ant  more  leifure  than  he  can  fpare,  v\^ho  binds  himlelf  to 
commit  to  paper  every  day  the  obfervations  he  has  made, 
whatever  may  be  his  lituation. 
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"I  lia\"e  fometlmes made  iife of  Eng-liili  tenns,  and  fome- 
times  turned  them  into  French;  ahvays  taking  pains,  how- 
ever, to  tranflate  them  as  corre6llj  as  poffible':  this  I  have 
done  whenever  I  found  it  practicable,  and  never  loft  fight 
of  the  true  meaning.  Still  there  are  fome  words,  which, 
when  tranflated,  do  not  perfe6lly  convey  the  fignificatiou 
that  attached  to  them  in  Engliih  :  for  example — the  word 
cleared  hgnifies  a  piece  of  land  where  fome  great  trees  have 
been  felled,  and  others  have  had  an  incifioncut  round  them  in 
the  bark,  and  the  branches  lopt  off  and  burnt ;  in  order  that 
corn  may  be  fown.  This  is  not  perf€t9:lj  explained  by  the 
word  eclair ci,  which  only  means  that  fome  branches  have  been 
cut  off;  either  for  the  purpofe  of  forw^arding  the  growth  of 
thofe  that  remain,  or  of  adding  to  apleafant  profped.  The 
term  defriche  always  figniiies  cultivated  ground  from  which 
the  roots  have  been  taken  away :  but  that  land  which  in 
America  is  called  cleared,  is  frequently  not  cultivated.  The 
French  tranilation  of  the  term  fiore  is  magazin  :  but  it  is 
frequently  expreffed  by  the  word  houtique :  and  yet  neither 
of  thefe  words  conveys  its  meaning  completely,  according 
to  the  particular  chara6ter,  objeft  and  ufe  of  ftorc  in  Ame- 
rica ;  and  efpecially  in  places  thinly  inhabited.  The  w^ords 
magazin  and  boutique  may  be  met  with  repeatedly  in  books 
of  travels,  but  the  reader  will  never  be  able  from  them  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  meaning  which  belongs  to  the  word 
Jiore  in  America.     A  ffore  is  a  fliop  or  place  w^hcre    all 
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kinds  of  commodities  intended  for  confumption  arc  to  be 
found,  and  fold  by  retail ;  nothing  is  excluded  from  it  : 
here  are  candles  and  matches,  as  well  as  fluff  and  tape. 
The  word  fe tiler  has  never  the  fame  meaning  with  habitant, 
the  fettler,  in  general,  is  a  man  who  repairs  to  a  particular 
place,  with  an  intention  of  fettling  in  it ;  but  he  is  not 
always  the  inhabitant  of  it.  A  tract  of  land  is  faid  to  be 
fettled,  when  a  fufficient  number  of  inhabitants  have  fixed 
themfelves  in  it :  but  the  meaning  of  this  kind  of  fettle- 
men  t  can  never  be  expreffed  by  the  words  hah  it  e,  peuple^ 
or  etahli.  In  order  to  exprefs  certain  circumftances  and 
fituations  in  a  new  ftate,  it  is  no  extraordinary  thing  to  be 
obliged  to  adopt  new  terms.  Therefore,  my  dear  friend, 
you  will,  without  doubt,  forgive  me  for  having  attempted 
to  introduce  new  words  into  our  language. 

"  In  a  word,  dear  Aunt,  whatever  imperfe6lions  this 
work  may  polTefs,  I  offer  it  to  you  vv^ith  confidence  ; 
although  to  others  it  may  be  indifferent,  I  am  certain,  that 
to  you  it  will  be  abundantly  interefting." 
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A  RESIDENCE  of  five  months  in  Philadelphia  has  afforded  me  a 
degree  of  prex'ious  information  relative  to  the  United  States, 
from  which  1  cannot  fail  to  derive  effential  fervic<;  in  the  courfe  of  my 
intended  journey.  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  an  agree- 
able young  Englifhman,  who  is  well  informed,  is  a  pieafant  companion, 
and  is  uncommonly  fond  of  travelling.  His  name  is  Guillemard, 
and  he  is  defcended  from  one  of  thofe  French  families,  with  which  our 
unhappy  differences  in  religious  matters  enriched  England.  He  has  been 
induced  to  vifit  this  part  of  the  world,  folely  by  a  wifli  to  obtain  accurate 
information  relative  to  America,  without  any  view  whatever  of  pecu- 
niary advantage  from  his  expedition  :  a  rare  inftance  of  liberality  of  mind. 
With  a  fortune  handfome,  though  not  large,  he  deems  himfelf  fufficicntly 
opulent ;  and  the  inquifitive  turn  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  his  difmterefted 
temper,  -difqualifies  him  for  thofe  purfults,  by  which  many  perfons  in  this 
country  rapidly  enlarge  their  fortune.  I  am  perfuaded  he  is  the  beft  tra« 
veiling  companion  I  could  have  found,  and  1  fliall  endeavour  to  imprefs 
liim  with  a  fimilar  opinion  of  me  before  the  clofe  of  the  fummer. 

■bth  of  May,  1 795. 

We  intended  to  have  fet  out  at  an  early  hour  yefterday  morning,  biit 
"Our  departure  was  delayed  till  this  day  at  noon ;  a  trifling  delay,  how- 
-ever,  confiderin^  the  length  of  the  journey,  on  which  we  enter.     We 
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have    kit    Pliiladclphia.      Our    party  confifts    of   Gulllemard,    myfci'fV 
his  Enghfli  fervant,  our  three  horfcs,  a  iburLh  to  carry  our  luggage,  and 
my  faithful  dog  €artouche,  who  has  been  my  conftant  companion  thefe 
fix  years.      I    left   Philadelphia   with   pleafurc  ;   but    I   bear  with   me  a 
ftrong  feeling  of  gratitude  towards  a  great   number   of  its  inhabitants, 
who  have  treated  me  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs,     I  am  particularly  im- 
preffed  with,  fentiments  of  afFeftlon  for  the  members  of  the  rcfpeilable 
family  of  Chero,  who   received  me  as  one  of  their  friends,  and  who^ 
muft  appear  highly  amiable  even  to  thofe,  who  have  not:  fo  many  reafons 
to  praife  them,  as  I  have.  They  are  good,  eftimable,  and  agreeable,  in  every, 
point  of  view  :   my  warmeft  thanks,  my  beft  wifhes  remain  wuth  them. 
Notwithftanding  the  kind  reception,  which  I  met  with  in  Philadelphia, 
I  am  glad  I  have  left  it.     A  poor  foreigner,  conftantly  overwhelmed  with 
civilities,  which  he  is  unable  to  return,  muft  even  at  beft  lead  an  unplea- 
fant  life.     He  endures  a  ftatc  of  conftant  dependence,  fraught  with  me- 
lancholy reflexions,  which  the  apprehension  of  being  burthenfome  gene- 
rally infpires.     He  imagines  himfelf  indebted  to  pity  for  the  kindnefs  ha 
experiences,  which,  did   it   adlually  fpring  from  that  fource,  would  be 
cruelty.     Often  does  he  indulge  fuch  reflexions  with  injuftice,  miftruft 
being  the  infeparable  companion  of  the  deftitute,  on  whom  what  is  called 
philofophy  has  but  little  Influence. 

Hitherto  we  have  travelled  in  the  fame  road,  through  which  we  pafl*ed 
about  a  fortmght  ago.  In  this  place  I  fliall  infcrt  the  journal  of  that 
little  tour,  which,  although  it  bears  no  proportion  in  length  to  the  ac- 
count that  I  propofe  to  write  of  the  remainder  of  my  travels,  will  not^ 
I  truft,  prove  wholly  uninterefting. 


A  TOUR  TO  AND  FROM  NORRIS  TOWN. 

ON  the  twentieth  of  April  Mr.  Gulllemard,  Caleb  Lownes, 
and  myfelf,  fet  out  on  horfeback  from  Philadelphia,  through  Ridge 
Road,  on  our  way  to  Norris  Town.    This  road,  like  all  the  public  roads 
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in  Pcnnfylvania,  is  very  bad,  for  provifion  is  brought  to  that  city  from 
all  parts  in  large  and  heavy  laden  waggons.  The  conftant  paiTage  of 
thefe  waggons  deftroys  the  roads,  cfpccially  near  the  town,  where  fe- 
deral of  them  meet.     Ridge  Road  is  almofi;  impaffable. 

The  dillritl  of  the  city  extends  about  four  or  five  miles  north  and 
fouth,  and  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  Schuylkill.  This  extent  was 
eriginally  affigned  to  it  by  William  Penn,  when  he  formed  the  plan 
of  the  city.  He  promlfed  to  every  fettlcr,  who  fliould  purchafe  five 
thoufand  acres  of  land  in  the  country,  one  hundred  acres  within  the  city- 
diftrid:,  and  two  towai-fhares ;  a  promife  which  was  faithfully  fulfilled 
by  him  and  by  his  fucccflbrs,  as  long  as  any  town-fliares  and  acres  of 
land  within  the  diilrift  remained  for  dillribution.  William  Penn 
kept  only  five  or  fix  thoufand  acres  for  himfelf.  This  land  is  in  its  foil  of 
a  very  indifferent  quality,  but  its  vicinity  to  the  town  occafions  it  to  be 
bought  with  great  eagerncfs.  It  is  covered  with  country-houfcs,  which, 
in  point  of  architecture,  are  very  fimple ;  from  their  great  number  they 
however  enliven  and  embcliifh  the  whole  neighbourhood.  Very  few  of..q- 
them  are  without  a  fmall  garden ;  but  it  is  rare  to  obfcrve  one,  that  has  - 
a  grove  adjoining,  or  that  is  furrounded  with  trees ;  it  is  the  cuftom  of 
the  country  to  have  no  wood  near  the  houfes.  Cuftoms  are  fometimes 
founded  in  reafon,  but  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture  the  defign  of  this  prac- 
tice in  a  country,  where  the  heat  in  fummer  is  altogether  intolerable,  and 
where  the  ftruCture  of  the  houfes  is  defignedly  adapted  to  exclude  that 
ex-ceffive  heat.* 

Land  in  this  neighbourhood  is  worth  about  eighty  dollars  an  acre  ; 
three  years  ago  it  w'as  worth  only  forty-two.  Two  miles  from  the  city 
Ridge  Road  interfed:s  the  entrenchments,  which  the  Engllfh  conftruCled 
during  the  lall  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  Philadelphia,  after  they 
had  penetrated   into   Pennfylvanla  through    the    Chefapeak.     The  re- 

*  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  tlie  country  was  univerfally  wooded,  when  the  buiiding  of 
tliefe  houfes  was  firfl:  "begun  ;  and  in  a  country  thus  wooded,  to  clear  the  fpace  round  the 
dwening-houfe  wasjuflas  natural,  as  to  plant  round  the  houlb  in  a  countiy  otherwife 
bare  of  wood. — Travjlator. 

B  2  mains 
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mains  of  thefe  works  are  ftlll  vifible.  But  the  prcfcncc  of  the  Englifb 
is  more  llrongly  teftified  by  the  ruins  of  many  half  burnt  and  half  demo- 
lifhed  houfes,  fo  many  expreffiyc  monuments  of  that  inveterate  animo- 
•^ty,  with  which  the  war  was  carried  on,  arid  which  was  highly  difgracetul 
to  the  generous  fentimeats  of  a  people,  who  well  know,  that  every  evil 
inflicted  on  an  enemy,  even  in  time  of  war,  without  the  plea  of  neceffity 
or  advantage,,  is  a  crime.  Alas  !  the  evils  of  fuch  a  ftate,  however  alle- 
viated, will  ftlll  be  far  too  numerous. 

As  the  country  on  this  fide  of  Philadelphia  poffeffcs  more  variety  than 
on  any  other,  it  is  here  we  difcover  the  moft  agreeable  profpedls,  fome  of 
•which  are  truly  charming ;  and  more  fo,  the  nearer  wc  approach  the 
Schuylkill.  The  contraft  between  the  rocks,  which  form  the  banks  of 
this  river,  and  the  numerous  meadows  and  adjacent  corn  fields,  gives 
this  profped;  a  mixture  of  romantic  wildnefs,  and  cultivated  beauty,  which, 
is  really  delightful. 

The  road  we  have  entered  does  not  join  the  Schuylkill,  except  near 
the  falls.     This  name  has  been  very  improperly  given  to  a  ilight  ine- 
quality in  the   level   of  the   ftream,  produced  by  pieces  of  rock  of  un- 
equal fize  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  which,  as  they  accelerate  the  motion, 
of  the  water  with  a  certain  noife,  obflru6l,  no  doubt,  the  navigation;, 
yet  fo  far  arc  they  from  forming  any  confiderable  water-fall,  that  they 
are  entirely  covered  at  high  water  ;  and  at  that  time  fmall  veffelsj  which, 
ply  along  the  right  bank,   pafs  thefe  falls,  although  not   without   dau- 
ser.     A   fmall   rivulet,   which,  a   Ihort  diftance  above  thefe  falls,  runs 
into  the  Schuylkill,  turns  feveral  tobacco,  muftard,  chocolate,  paper,  and 
other  mills  ;  none  of  which  are  confiderable  buildings ;  but  their  great 
variety  enlivens  and  beautifies  the  landfcape.     Above  the  falls,  a  Mr.  Ni- 
cholson pofTefTes  large  iron-works,  a  button  manufaiflory,  and  a  glafs- 
houfe.     But  none  of  thefe  works  are  yet  completed.     The  buildings,, 
however,  which  appear  to  be  well   conflrufted,  are  nearly  all  finiflied. 
A  particular  building  is  afTigned  to  every  different  branch  of  labour  ;  and. 
the  largcfl  is  defigned  for  the  habitation  of  the  workmen,  of  whom  Mr. 
4\^icholfon  will  be  obliged  to  keep  at  leaft  a  hundred.     Thefe  build- 
ings 
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mgs  are  on  the  right  bank,  and  the  warehoufe,  which  is  to  receive  the 
manufaftures,  is  on  the  oppofite  fide.  The  pieces  of  rock,  which  occa- 
fion  the  falls,  form  an  eafy  communication  acrofs  the  river,  and  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  conflrudion  of  a  bridge,  were  fuch  a  projed  to  be 
carried  into  execution.. 

The  fituatlon;  of  this  fettlement  is  extremely  well  chofcn  ;  for,  on  the 
very  fpot  where  the  navigation  of  the  river  is  intercepted,  all  the  mate- 
rials neceflary  can  be  procured  from  both  fides  of  the  water.  The  fand 
required  for' the  glafs-houfe  is  brought  from  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  ; 
the  caft-iron.  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  pit- 
coal  (which  is  fold  in  Philadelphia  at  two  fliillings,  or  four  fifteenths  of 
a  dollar  per  bufhel)  from  Virginia.  The  completion  of  the  canal,  which 
is  to  unite  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
fale  of  the  mamafadures.-  The  want  of  thcfe  commodities,  which  have 
hitherto  been  drawn  chiefly  from  Europe,  enfures  them  a  certain  mar- 
iet ;  in  Ihort,  every  thing  promifes  fuccefs  to  this  undertaking.  All 
thefe  natural  advantages  however  muft  vanifh,  if  ever  there  ftiould  arife 
a  want  of  money,  large  and'  prompt  fupplies  of  which  are  requifite  to 
give  adivity  to  the  whole ;    as  well  as  judgment,  induftry  ar*d  economy. 

There  is  in  America  a  fcardty  of  perfons  capable  of  eondudling  a  bu- 
fmefs  of  this  kind.  There  are  alfo  but  few  good  workmen,  ^who  are 
with^  difficulty  obtained,  and  whofc  wages  are  exorbitant.  The  conduc- 
tors of  Mr.  Nicholfon's  manufadories  are  faid  to  be  very  able  men.^ 
But  then  a  whole  year  may  elapfe,  before  the  workmen  fall  into  a  proper- 
train:  of  bufmefs,  fo  that  Mi*.  Nicholfon's  fituation  does  not  afford  the 
mofl; flattering,  profpedls  of  fuccefs;^  if  his  returns  be  not  rapid,  as  well: 
as  large. 

The  condudors  of  the  m.antifa6lories  being  abfent,  we  were  not  able 
to  obtain  more  ample  information  concerning  this  eflablifhment,  and  for 
the:  fame  reafon  we  could  not  learn,  whether  it  be  intended  to  make  ufe 
of  the  fame  machines,  which  are  ufed  in  the  great  iron- works  in  Europe. 
The  whole  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Roxborough  is  full  of  granite,  and 
covered  with  a  fort  of  mica,  which  is  reducible  to  the  fineft  duft. 

About 
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About  half  a  mile  from  Mr.  Nicholfon  s  buildings,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Schuylkill,  is  the  houfc  of  one  Robertson,  where  wc  intended  firft 
to  flop. 

Robertfon,   a  quaker,  and  brother  of  Caleb  Lownes's  wife,   is  a  mil- 
ler  and   farmer  on   his  own   account.     He  polleffes  an   eftate  ot  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  of  which  thirty  only  arc  covered  with  Mood. 
The    land    is,    on  the  whole,   of  very  inferior  quality   in   this    diftri6t. 
There  is. but  little  wheat  cultivated  here,  the  common  grain  being  maize, 
called   in  America  Indian  corn,   rye,   and  fome  oats.     An  acre  generally 
yields  from  twcnt) -five   to  thirty   bulhcls    of  maize,   froni    eighteen  to 
twenty  bufhels   of  rj'C,   and  aboiit  ten  buflicls  of  wheat.      Mr.  Robert- 
fon manures  his  land  ;  but  it  is  a  furpriling  fa(5l,  that  he  fetches  his  dung 
from  Philadelphia  at  the   high  price  of  three  dollars  a  load,  containing 
about  five    cubic  feet,  when  he  might  eafily  procure  it  in  abundance  on 
his  own  farm.    Se\en  fuch  loads  arc  allowed  to  every  acre,  and  his  land  is 
manured  e^■efy  three  or  four  years.     His  meadows  are  fuperior  to  the  refl: 
of  his  grounds  ;   in  commoa  with  all  other  American  farmers,    he  mixes 
plafler  of  Paris- with  his  feed.     Four  oxen  and  two  horfes  are  fufficient  to 
do  the  work  of  this  farm,  a  part  of  which  is  fo  lleep,  as  to  be  incapable 
of  cultivation.     Day-labourers  are  procured  here  without   much  diffi- 
culty ;  they  receive  four  fhillings  a  day  with  board,  or  five  flilllings  and 
nine   pence  -without  it.     The   price  of  Indian  corn   is  five  fliillings  a 
bufhel,  of  wheat  from  nine  to  twelve,  and  of  barley  fix.     Hay  is  gene- 
rally fold  at  fixteen  or  eighteen  dollars  a  tun,  but  at  this  time  it  is  thirty- 
three.     Common  meadows  yield  about  three  tuns,  but  thofc  in  a  good 
fituation,  which  are  properly  cultivated,  and  fbwn  with  clover  or  other 
grafs,    at    times  produce   eight  tuns.     Mr.  Robertfon  buys  lean  cattle, 
from  the  .fatteniag   of  which  he  dcri\es   a   profit   of  fixteen,   twenty, 
■or  twenty-five  dollars  a  head.     Robertfon    ho\\evcr   alTerts,    that  hay  is 
the  mort  h'.crative  produce  arifing  from  the  meadows ;   at  Icali:  it  is  that 
which,  with  equal  profit,  requires  the  Icafl  toil.     I  am  allonifhed  at  the 
fliallow  arguments  the  farmers  of  this  country  offer,  to  jullify  this  fa- 
vourite lyftem,  of  avoiding  whatever  requires  kibour.     On  this  principle 

Mr. 
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Mr.  E-obertfon  will  not  keep  a  dairy,  or  make  either  butter  or  cheefe, 
though,  were  he  to  try  the  experiment,  he  would  fbon  experience  its  ad- 
vantages. It  appears,  that  this  cuftom  partly  arifes  from  the  icarcity  and 
great  expence  of  labourers,  but  ftill  more  from  the  prevailing  mdlfFer- 
ence  and  indolence  of  the  farmers,  who  prefer  the  indulgence  ot  this 
difpofition  to  a  fmall  advantage.  It  is  alfo,  in  fome  meafurc,  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  national  charader,  in  which  indolence  is  a  very  ftriking 
feature.  In'  point  of  agricultural  knowledge,  Robertfon  is  but  little  fu- 
perior  to  the  fervant,  who  conducls  his  bufmefs  ;  he  is  filled  with  preju-- 
dices,  and  is  even  ignorant  of  many-  things,  which  in  Europe  are  confi- 
dercd  as  the  a  b  c  of  hufbandry.*- 

He  appears,  however,  to  be  far  more  fkilful,  as  a  miller.  His  mill, 
which  is  faid  to  be  the  firft  that  was  built  in  America,  is  worked  by  a 
rivulet,  called  Wiffahiccon,  which  turns  twenty-five  other  mills,  before 
it  reaches  Robertfon's.  It  has  three  water-courfes,  and  three  fcparate 
mills,  two  of  which  work  for  the  manufactory,  as  theycall  it,  and  one 
for  the.  public.  The  latter  grinds  all  the  corn  which  is  brought  hither, 
without  the  leaft  alteration  of  the  mill-ftones,  in  its  paffing  from  the 
grain  to  the  ilour ;  which  naturally  renders  the  meal  very  indifferent: 
the  miller's  due  is  one  tenth,  according  to  the  law  of  the  land.  Ro" 
^  BERT  SON  does  not  grind  any  Indian  corn  on  his  own  account,  nor  has  he 
any  kiln  to  dry  it.  ■  Meal  from  this  corn  is  not  bad,  if  fpeedily  ufed  ;  but 
it  is  not  fit  for  being  long  kept,  and  yields  but  little. 

The  corn  is  brought  hither  in  waggons,  and  the  cranes,  inftead  of 
turning  it  out  of  the  vefiel,  lift  it  up  from  the  waggons-  into  the  granary, 
which  is  very  fmall ;  and  the  corn  lies  in  heaps,  the  feveral  floors  being 
low,  dark  and  dirty. 

Robertfon    grinds  yearly   from  ■  forty-five   to    about    fifty    thoufand 

*  This  indifFerence  to  improvement,  of  which  the  Duke  complains,  is  akvays  to  be 
cbfei'ved  while  agriculture  is  in  its  infancy  in  a  country,  and  while  there  is  enough  of 
land,  but  little  accumulated  ftock.  It  is  the  charafterillic  of  a  particular  Hate  of  ib- 
ciety ;  and  does  not  originate  ftom  the  accidental  and  peculiar  caufes,  to  which  he  afcribes 
it. — Tranjlatar. 

bufliels 
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buthcls  of  corn,  which  he  procures  from  Virginia  and  New- York  ;  and 
fome  is  even  brought  from  tlie  upper  parts  of  Pennfylvania,  There  are, 
however,  fo  many  mills  along  the  Schuylkill, that  he  receives  but  little  from 
that  part  of  the  country.  The  grain  procured  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
bay  comes  by  Philadelphia,  from  which  it  is  brought  to  the  mill,  which  is 
large  enough  to  contain  about  ten  thoufand  bufliels.  Six  horfes  arc  con- 
llantly  employed  in  carrying  the  meal  to  Philadelphia,  and  bringing  back 
corn  in  return.  This  journey  is  often  performed  twice  a  day.  The 
water  of  the  Wiffahiccon  is  never  frozen,  nor  does  the  mill  ever  ccafc 
■working,  except  in  a  cafe  of  the  utmofl  neceffity.  Mr.  Robcrtfon 
employs  about  his  mill  five  men,  three  of  whom  he  pays ;  he  gives  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  a  year  to  the  firft,  and  eighty  to  each  of  the 
other  two.  The  reft  are  apprentices,  who  receive  nothing  but  viftuals, 
clothes,  &c.  A  barrel  of  flour  is  at  this  time  *  worth  ten  dollars.  Ko- 
bcrtfon  complains  of  the  quality  of  the  grain  of  laft  year,  which,  he 
fays,  is  not  heavy,  but  in  general  hollow.  I  have,  however,  fccn  fome 
very  good  grain  of  lafh  year.  I  heard  him  fay  that  grain,  attacked  by  the 
Heflian  fly,  notwlthftanding  it  becomes  bad  and  hollow,  yields  flour, 
which,  though  fomewhat  indigeftible,  is  not  quite  unwholefome.  The 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill  were  viflted  laft  year  by  great  numbers  of  thefe 
flics. 

The  county-rates  are  the  fame  at  Roxborough  as  in  the  whole  diflrld; 
of  Philadelphia,  of  which  this  place  forms  a  part,  namely,  from  five  to 
Hx  flillUngs  per  cent,  upon  all  property.  The  other  taxes  have  of 
late  been  reduced  to  little  or  nothing.  A  pcrfon  in  afilucnt  circum- 
ftances  pays  but  one  or  two  fliillings  towards  the  repair  ot  the  high- 
roads. Poor-rates  are  quite  unknown,  as  there  are  feldom  any  poor  in 
the  country  ;  and  a  fmall  fum  has  been  laid  up  in  the  bank  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  poor, — if  there  fliould  be  any;  which  fliock  yieWs  annually 
about  forty  or  forty-two  dollars,  and  thcfc  are  added  to  the  capital.  There 
is  alfo  a  moderate  tax  of  fix  or  fevcn  fhillings  on  every  hundred  pounds  a 
man  is  worth,  which  he  pays  as  an  offering  towards  the  public  fcrvicc  oi 

*  Twentieth  of  April,  1795, 

tlic 
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the  ftatc,  that  lie  may  remain  undifturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  pro- 
perty. And  this  is  fix  miles  from  Philadelphia — furely  this  muft  be  a 
happy  country.* 

The  Wiflahiccon  flows  between  hills,  which  are  high  and  covered 
with  wood.  A  fine  water-fall  of  about  fcven  or  eight  feet,  and  as  broad 
as  the  bed  of  the  rivulet,  fupplles  Robertfon  with  more  water  than 
would  be  required  for  turning  many  more  mills.  The  banks  of  the  rivu- 
let bear  a  wild  and  romantic  appearance,  and  the  brook,  winding  in  the 
mofi:  beaiatiful  meanders  through  the  woods  and  rocks,  forms  a  grand, 
yet  gloomy,  profpcft,  whieii  catches  and  detains  the  eye,  and  difpofes 
the  mind  to  pcnfivc  refleftion.  The  various  lltuations  of  this  lublunary 
life  prcfent  to  us  the  fame  objedls  in  very  different  points  of  view.  How 
different  arc  the  Impreffions  I  now  feel,  from  the  pleafuig  fenfations  with 
which  memory  and  hope  once  enlivened  my  fancy — but  1  will  depart,, 
and  be  happy,  that  I  may  not  enhance  my  misfortunes  by  painful  re- 
flcdlions. 

From  Roxborough  we  proceeded  on  to  Springmill.  After  having  left 
tlie  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  wc  travelled  through  a  trad:  of  country  in- 
terfered by  a  regularly  alternate  fucceflion  of  hills  and  vallies.  We 
found  here  feveral  badly  watered  meadows,  which  are  capable  of  great 
improvements.  The  farms  here  arc  very  clofe  to  one  another ;  all  the 
land  is  cultivated  ;  very  little  wood  is  to  be  feen,  at  leaft,  without  going 
to  a  diftance  from  the  highway.  As  we  proceed,  the  country  becomes 
extremely  beautiful.  The  corn-fields  are  now  green,  the  leaves  begin  to 
fprout  forth,  and  the  fruit-trees  are  covered  with  bloffoms  ;  all  nature  re- 
vives, her  face  glows  with  life  and  beauty  ;  and  my  temper  has  not  yet 
attained  fo  great  a  degree  of  apathy,  as  to  render  me  infenfible  to  the 
charms  of  this  feafon,  which  always  captivated  me  with  irrefiflible  power. 

*  It  k  the  proportion  between,  on  the  ont  hand,  what  may  be  gained  in  every  fituation, 
with  the  diverjlty  of  fuch  fituations— and,  on  the  other  hand,  what  is  to  be  paid  for  public 
protceiion,  with  the  decree  sf  fecuriiy  and  comfort  fuch  protedion  may  give  ; — which  is 
the  fole  and  precife  point  upon  which  an  eitimation  like  that  which  the  Duke  here 
Eaakes. — Tra^ator, 

C      '  Yet 
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Yet  the  xinintenoipted  and  high  fences  of  dry  wood  greatly  disfigure  the 
landfcape,  and  produce  a  tedious  famenefs.  Thcfe  might  be  eafily  re- 
placed by  trees  which  endure  the  froft,  as  thorns  are  fuppofed  here  (I 
think  without  any  juft  ground)  to  be  unfuitable  to  the  climate.  Some 
of  the  fields  along  the  road  are  bordered  with  ihaga  or  cedar,  but  thefe 
experiments  are  rare ;  and,  in  general,  the  land  is  inclofed  with  double 
fences  of  wood.  The  country  is  covered  with  neat  houfes,  furrounded 
with  painted  railings ;  which  indicate  profperity,  without  reiTiinding  us 
of  thofe  European  eflates,  which  are  either  enriched  by  a  refined  agri- 
culture, or  ornamented  with  coftly  and  elegant  country-feats. 

Near  Springmill  we  again  favv  the  Schuylkill.  Springmill  confills  oF 
eighteen  or  twenty  habitations,  which  lie  clofe  to  each  other,  and  are 
moftly  either  farms  or  mills  ;  it  is  fituated  in  a  valley,  far  more  extenfive 
and  fpacious  than  any  we  have  hitherto  pafTed  ;  and  the  foil  is  alfo  fu- 
perior.  The  greateft  part  is  grafs  land,  extending  as  far  as  the  river ; 
while  the  oppof  te  bank,  fteep,  woody,  and  even  fomewhat  rocky,  forms 
a  beautiful  contraft  with  the  charming  plains  of  Springmill.  The  prof- 
ped;  up  and  down  the  river  is  extenfive,  and  ftrikingly  variegated  by 
green  meadows  and  dark  mountains. 

Springmill  is  the  place,  where  is  fituated  the  farm,  mentioned  by  Bris- 
SOT  in  his  travels,  as  being  cultivated  by  a  Frenchman,  whofe  fkill  and 
philofophy  he  highly  praifes.  This  Frenchman,  of  whofe  name  Brilfot 
gives  only  the  initial,  is  Mr.  Legaux.  His  farm  has  been  fold  on  account 
of  his  inability  to  pay  the  fecond  inftallment  of  the  purchafc-money. 
He  now  ad:ually  rents  fifteen  acres,  which  he  has  converted  into  a  vine- 
yard. But  the  prefent  moment  is  by  no  means  the  time,  in  which  vine- 
yards appear  to  the  greateft  advantage ;  the  vine  fcarcely  begins  to  bud, 
and  is  almoft  without  life.  The  foil  is  very  good,  and,  as  far  as  we  were 
able  to  judge,  well  chofcn,  both  on  account  of  its  funny  fituation  and 
interior  quality ;  and  the  clcanlinefs,  as  well  as  fkill,  with  which  the 
ground  is  managed,  is  very  remarkable.  No  kitchen-garden  can  be  in 
better  order  ;  the  vine-props  are  already  fixed  in  the  ground.  The  fifteen 
*icrcs  give  employment  to  fix  labourers,   whom  Mr.  Legaux  procures; 

without 
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without  much  trouble  ;  he  pays  them  three  IhiUings  and  nine  pence,  and 
provides  them  viduals.  His  dwelUng  is  a  fmall  ftone  cottage,  one  ftory 
high,  about  twenty  feet  in  breadth  and  ten  feet  deep  ;  a  very  indifferent, 
dirty  kitchen,  feparated  by  a  wainfcot  partition  from  a  real  alcove,  wdiich 
contains  a  miferable  bed,  conftitutes  all  the  apartments  of  this  cottage. 
In  the  fmall  room  were  jumbled  together  in  one  confufed  heap,  books, 
furniture,  papers,  glaffes,  bottles,  and  philofophical  inftruments.  The 
fio-ht  of  a  man  of  liberal  education  reduced  to  fuch  penury,  excites  a 
painful  fenfation. 

Mr.  Learaux  was  not  at  home  on  our  arrival ;  we  were  Informed  that 
he  was  in  Philadelphia,  as,  no  doubt,  we  were  fufpeded  as  unwelcome 
vifitors.  He  was,  however,  at  a  neighbour's  ;  and  we  had  no  fooner  left 
his  houfe  to  remount  our  horfes,  than  we  were  called  back,  and  he  haf- 
tened  up  to  us.  To  an  unfortunate  man,  reduced  to  fuch  a  flate  of  re- 
tirement, the  vifit  of  three  ftrangers  is  an  occurrence  not  to  be  flight- 
ed. He  knew  that  one  of  the  three  ftrangers  was  a  Frenchman,  for  I 
had  left  my  card.  The  view  of  a  countryman  at  fo  great  a  diflance 
from  our  native  land,  is  far  more  pleafmg  than  that  of  any  other  perfon. 
It  is  fo  at  leaft  to  rae,  though  the  pleafmg  fenfation  I  feel  on  fuch  occa- 
sions, is  frequently  embittered  by  the  thought,  that  at  this  unfortunate 
period  of  the  revolution  a  Frenchman  is  fometimes  the  very  worfl  com- 
pany which  a  Frenchman  can  meet. 

Mr.  Legaux  accofted  us  with  a  countenance  which  apparently  bc- 
-fpokc  content.  His  drefs  perfeftly  correfpondcd  with  the  reft  of  his 
eftablifliment.  A  long  coarfe  flannel  waiftcoat,  black  breeches,  and 
fliockings  full  of  holes,  and  a  dirty  night-cap,  formed  his  whole  attire. 
He  is  a  man  of  about  fifty  or  fifty-five  years  of  age  ;  his  eyes  are  very 
lively,  and  his  whole  phyfiognomy  indicates  cunning  rather  than  gooduefs 
of  heart.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fliort  converfation  we  had  with  him,  he 
told  VIS,  that  the  cruel  and  rigorous  condud;  of  the  perfon  of  whom  he 
had  bought  the  eftate,  which  he  pofieired  at  the  time  of  poor  Briflbt's 
vifit  (this  was  his  expreffion),  had  compelled  him  to  fell  it  again,  and  to 
Tent  the  fmall  vinevard  which  he  was  now  cultivating.     He  confiders  the. 
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fuccefs  of  this   enterprize   as  certain,   and  thinks  that  it  will  prove  very 
lucrative  to  him.     He  affured  us   that  his  wines  are  already  very  good', 
though  the  oldeft  of  them  had  not  yet  been  in  the  cellar  more  than  t\\& 
years.     They  are  Medot  vines  ;  and  one  vine  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope-, 
for  which  he  paid  forty  guineas,   has  already  produced  nearly  two   hun*- 
dred  layers.    He  faid  that  his  wine  is  of  a  peculiar  flavour,  yet  more  like 
the  "  vin  de  Grave'  than  any  other  wine.     He  pays  a  rent  of  fixty-twa 
dollars  for  his  fifteen  acres.     This  is,  in  few  words,  the  fubftance  of  all 
we  could  learn  concerning  his  plantation.     On  our  alliing  him  why  he- 
fettled  in  America  nine  years  fmce  ?  he   acquainted  us  that  he  was  an 
advocate  in  the  parliament  of  Metz,  but  left  his  fituation  and  his  coun^- 
try  to  affift  his  friend,  Mr.  Foulquier,  in  his  funcflions,  as  intendant  of 
Guadaloupe,  and  that  this  intendant   having  been   llrongly  fiifpeAcd  of 
mal-adminiftration  in  the  colonies,  had  exculpated  himfelf  by  throwing 
all  the  blame  on  him,  Legaux,  whofe  purity  of  fentiments  had  ever  been 
ecjual  to  his  zeal  for  his  ungratefiil  friend.     None  of  his  exprcffions  be- 
fpoke  that  tranquillity  and  peace  of  mind,  which  a  mrm  might  be  fup- 
pofcd  to  enjoy  who  thus  withdraws  from  the  v/orld  to  lead  a  fequefterci 
life,  and  cultivate  the  ground..     He  even  appeared  diffatisfied  with  every 
one,  efpccially  with  the  Americans,  of  whom  he  repeated  twenty  times 
that  we  could  never  entertain  too  much  fvafpicion.      Although  this  man. 
received  us  kindly,  and  fpoke  many  handfome  things  of  my  family  as  well 
as  of  myfclf,  affuring  me  that  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  about  me  pre- 
vioufly  to  my  leaving  Fran-cc,  yet  I  was  difpjcafed  with  him,  and  he  cx- 
fitcd  in  mc    rather   difapprobation  of  what  lie  termed  his  misfortunes,, 
than  compaffion  for  his  prefent  fituation,  thoiigh  my  frame  of  mind  was- 
much  in  fa\our  of  the  latter.     ¥/hat  I  heard  concerning  him,  on  my 
return  to  Philadelphia,  has  confirmed  me  in  my  opinion.     He  is- a  worth- 
lefs,  litigious  mau,  who,  during  the  nine  years  he  has  rciidcd  in  America, 
has  been  engaged  in  upwards  of  two  hundred  law-fuits,  not  one  of  which; 
he  has  gained.    However  ftrong  may  be  our  prepofTefTion  againft  America, 
it  is  highly  improbable  that  juflice  fhould  fo  obflinately  be  denied  to  a  fo- 
reigner.    On  the  contrary,  it  is  m.uch  more  likely  that  aman  who  has  en> 
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tered  or  defended  two  hundred  aftions,  muft  have  been  actuated  folely  by 
a  litigious- difpofition,  and  that  none  of  his  claims  were  well  grounded; 
efpecially  if  he  himfelf  condudied  the  fuit,  which  is  extremely  probable,  as 
he  was  formerly  a  lawyer.  Mr,  Legaux's- reputation  at  Philadelphia  is  not 
of  the  beft  complexion,  and  I  verily  believe  that  if  an  enquiry  were  made 
into  the  affairs  of  Guadaloupe,  the  refult  would  not  prove  favourable  to 
this  fage,  thisphilanthropift,  this  philofopher,  (on  whom  ^oor  BrilTot  paffes 
fo  high  an  eulogium,)  who  cannot  live  in  peace  w-ith  his  neighbours,  but 
quarrels  with  every  one  aboiit  hi'm.. 

We  left  the  Schuylkill  by  SpringmilF,  to  ftrike  to  the  fhorteft  road  to 
N-orris  Town: :  tlie  land  is-  of  the  fame  defcription-  with  that  which  we 
had jufl:  paffcd.  On-  the  road  from-  Roxborough  to  Norris  Town,  we  had 
now  and  then  a  view  of  the  river,  and  at  times  alfo  of  a.  more  diftant  range 
of  fmalL hills,  rifmg  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre  ;  this  is  a  branch  ot 
the  Valley-hilh,  which  form  a  part  of  the  Blue  Mowitn'ms.^ 

Norris  Town  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  about 
fcven  miles  from  Philadelphia.     This  chief  town  of  the  cotmly-  confills  of 
ten  buildings,  in  one  of  which  the  feffions  are  held  ;:  in  another  the  judges 
refide  when  they  come  to  hold  the  affi-zes  ;  a  third  is  the  county  jail  ;  three 
others  are  inns-;  the  reft  arc  farmhoufes,  fbops,.  or  habitations  of  labour- 
ers.    All  the  houfes  arc  ftrongly  bulk  of  ftone..     Norris  Tow^n,  fituatcd 
oa  an  eminence,  about  a  quarter  of  a.  mile  from  the  Schviylkill,   en?- 
joys  a  grand  and!  very  cxtenfiVc  profpeft  ;  and  forms  itfelf,  even  viewed 
at  a  dillancc,-   a   very  ftriking  and  confplcuous  objctft.      The  quartcr- 
feiiiions  are  held  here  regularly,  but  the  circuit-  courts  only  once  a  year, 
and  at  times  only  every  two  or  three  years,  when  there  are  no  caufes. 
The  jail  w^as  built  about  two.  or  three  years  ago,  after  that  of  Phila- 
delphia.    But,  tlianksto.the   penal  code  of  Pennfylvania,  it  is  feldom. 
inhabited  by  any  other  perfon  than,  the  keeper.     When  w-.e  viiited  it,,  a- 
Frenchnmn  v/as  confined  there  on  ftrong  fufpiclon.  of  having  forged  a. 
bank,  note  :  he  is  to  remain,  in.  this  prifon  until  the  next  quarter-feilions, 
when  he  will  be  either  acquitted-  or  removed  to  Philadelphia,  unlefs  the 
circuit.  Ihould  happen  to  be  held,  in  that.  town.     The  prifon-gate  was 

open, 
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open,  and  the  prifoner  might  have  effedled  his  efcape  without  any  diffi- 
culty, had  he  been  the  leaft  incUned  to  do  fo.  But  he  did  not  cfcapc, 
either  from  a  rehance  on  his  innocence,  which  I  wifh  may  be  the  cafe, 
or  from  the  rillc  of  being  taken  again.  It  is  no  cafy  matter  to  difcover 
the  neceffity,  nay,  the  utihty  of  flich  confidence  as  this,  wdiich  is  more 
nearly  allied  to  indolence  than  humanity.  It  is  juft  as  difficult  to  affign 
a  reafon  why  a  Frenchman,  who  is  a  villain,  or  at  leaft  a  man  of  fb  bad 
a  charafter  as  this  prifoner,  who  in  France  would  have  attempted  twenty 
times  to  efcape  from  prlfon,  yet  remains  quietly  in  Norris  Town,  where 
the  doors  Hand  open  to  him.  Pretenders  to  philofophy,  and  Briffot  for 
one,  will  fay,  that  the  certitude  of  impartial  juftice  being  adminiftered 
to  him,  retains  the  prifoner  more  effi;61:ually  in  his  prifon  than  fetters ; 
that  in  a  republic  every  one  confiders  himfelf  as  the  guardian  of  the  law, 
even  againft  himfelf,  &c.  All  this  may  fatisfy  thofe  wdio  are  contented 
with  words,  but  is  not  fufficient  to  explain  this  extraordinary  fadil  to  him 
who  prefers  found  arg"ument  to  imphilofophical  jargon.  It  may  perhaps 
beft  be  accounted  for  from  the  circumftance  that  this  man  would  find  it 
impoffible  to  fubfift  any  where  elfe  but  in  prifon. 

The  foil  about  Norris  Town  is  very  good,  which  is  here  fomewhat  more 
the  objecl  of  culture  than  near  Roxborough,  yet  is  not  even  produced  here 
in  great  quantity.  The  fyllcm  of  agriculture  is  much  the  fame,  and  the 
average  produce  nearly  the  fame,  perhaps  fomewhat  greater.  The  beft  land 
is  worth  from  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  dollars;  the  inferior  fort  from 
twenty-fix  to  thirty.  Labour  is  cheaper  here  than  at  Roxborough  and 
Sprlngmill.  The  price  of  provifions  is  lower  than  in  Philadelphia, 
though  not  much  ;  there  being  no  nearer  market  than  that  town,  all 
the  produce  of  this  country  is  carried  thither.  Beef  is  fold  at,  from  fix 
to  feven  pence  a  pound,  bacon  at  one  flailling  a  pound,  and  flour  five 
onc-1  alf  dollars  the  hundred  weisfht. 

O 

The  county-rates  of  I'Jontgomcry  amount  to  no  more  than  about 
three  fiiillings  for  every  hvindred  pounds,  and  one  ihilling  towards  the  re- 
pairs of  t'To  roads  ;  i-iuj.?  a  per  ccntage  of  four  ffiillings  on  all  taxable  pro- 
pcicy  IS  the  tu^ai  aiaount  of  the  public  taxes.     Poor-rates  are  fcldom  ne- 
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ceflary,  though  this  place  is  not  pofleffed  of  fhe  fame  refource  of  a  fund, 
eftabliflied  for  that  purpofe,  as  Roxborough.  There  are  at  prefent  no 
paupers  here  ;  and  when  there  are,  a  rate  of  one  fiiiUing  is  fully  fufUcient 
for  their  maintenance.  "  Each  pauper  is  boarded  in  fome  family  or  other, 
and  his  board  and  lodging  are  paid  for  by  the  parifli.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  overfeers  to  take  care  that  the  pauper  be  well  treated,  and  that  the 
parifli  be  not  impofed  upon  by  improper  charges.  All  the  poor  confifl  of 
perfbns  affiidled  by  ficknefs,  or  rendered  incapable  of  labour  by  old  age. 

The  canal,  intended  to  join  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  begins^ 
at  Norris  Town,  and  half  a  mile  of  it  oh  this  Ude  is  completely  finiflied. 
Its  bed,  which  was  parallel  to  the  river,  is  about  eighteen  or  twenty  feet 
in  breadth,  and  three  feet  deep.  The  canal  is  opened  about  three  iniles 
farther.  Here  marble  rocks  are  to  be  cut  through,  which  flope  down  to 
the  river.  This  is  a  laborious,  as  well  as  very  cxpenfivc,  undertaking ;, 
as  every  cubic  toife  of  rough  ftone  cofls  nine  fliillings,  and  fifty  work- 
men only  are  employed  in  this  work.  The  canal,  when  finiflied,  will 
be  of  great  advantage  to  Philadelphia  ;  but  when  will  it  be  finiflied  !  It 
is  begun  near  the  town  on  a  very  bad  plan  ;  in  fome  places  it  is  filled  itp 
with  fand  that  has  been  waflicd  together  to  the  height  of  ten  feet,  which, 
can  never  keep  water.  It  is  reported,  that  Mr.  Watson,  an  Englifh  en- 
gineer, who  fuperintends  the  confl:rud:ion  of  this  canal,  very  particularly 
recomm*ended  that  it  might  be  dug  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, as  it  would  be  much  more  folid  there ;  but  as  it  was  much  to  the 
interefl?'  of  the  directors  of  the  company,  that  the  canal  fliould  pafs 
through  their  ellates^  they  were  deaf  to  every  other  propofal,  and  the 
canal  is  now  executed  on  the  moft  difficult  and  molt  circuitous  plan, 
with  little  profpeA  of  fuccefs.  The  m.oney  for  confl:rud:ing  the  canal, 
began  already  to  fall  fliort  of  ithe  fum  required,  and  feveral  fubfcribers- 
kept  back  their  fubfcriptions  beyond  the  limited  time  of  payment,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  forfeiting  the  fum  already  paid,  as  well  as  all  claims  to 
the  advantages  refulting  from  the  completion  of  the  canal,  rather  than 
they  would  incur  the  rifk  of  finking  a  further  fum,  when  the  legiflative 
power,  apprifed  of  the  obllacles  which  obftruded  the  completion  of  the 

work^ 
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work,  granted  a  lottery  to  raife  a  fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  dollar?, 
intended  for  the  execution  of  all  pra<^icable  plans  of  inland  navigation, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  dollars  of  which  are  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  completion  of  the  Schuylkill  canal.  If  the  meafure  of  a 
ftate  lottery  can  •ever  bejuflified  by  the  vaft  utility  of  the  objeA  to  which 
the  money  it  produces  k  applied,  it  certainly  is  fo  in  the  prefcnt  iniiancc. 
But  among  a  corrupt  people,  crimes  aiid  vices  are  generally  encreafcd  by 
the  inftitution  of  a  lottery  ;  and  can  the  Icgiflature  of  Pennfylvania  flatter 
kfelf,  that  it  will  not  coniiderably  add  to  the  corruption  and  immorality 
of  the  inhabitants  by  an  cflabliiliment  fo  extremely  dangerous,  and  ot 
which  a  very  immoderate  ufe  has  already  been  made  in  America  ? 

After  having  viewed  the  canal,  as  far  as  it  is  at  prefent  fmiflied,  we 
vifitcd  the  quarries  which  yield  the  marble,  of  which  nearly  all  the 
chimney-pieces  in  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the  ornaments  of  many  flrcet- 
doors,  fheps  before  the  houfes,  a-nd  windows  are  formed.  This  marble  is 
black  and  white,  and  very  hard.  It  is  found  in  great  abundance  in  the 
quarries,  which  have  hitherto  only  been  opened  in  thefe  places,  and  not 
to  any  great  extent.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  we  faw  the  principal  quarry 
only,  and  that  many  others  have  been  opened  in  the  neighbourhood. 
We  were  even  told  of  a  quarr}'  where  the  marble  is  all  white,  but  it  wa? 
at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be  vifited  by  us.  That  which  wx  faw  is  in  the 
diftrid;  of  Plymouth,  where  there  is  alfo  a  mill  with  twofaws  tor  cutting 
marble,  which  lies  on  the  rivulet  Plymouth.  The  mill  contains  nothing 
worthy  of  notice,  but  its  fituation  is  extremely  pidlurcfquc  and  plcafant. 

The  whole  traft  of  coimtry  from  Norris  Town  to  within  one  or  two 
miles  from  Roxborough,  is  covered  with  limc-ftonc,  more  or  Icfs  pcrfeft. 
The  ftrata  are  moflly  iiiclined,  forming  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees, 
and  in  fome  places  intcrfperfed  with  hard  quarry- {tone,  and  even  with 
flints.  We  foimd  in  the  read  a  great  quantity  of  hard  flonc  ;  a  quarry, 
or  variety  cf  the  granite  flones,  which  contain  about  three  or  four 
cubic  feet,  fecm  to  be  wafhed  up  by  the  water.  Between  Roxborough 
and  Philadelphia  granite  is  again  found,  and  the  earth  is  covered  with 
Eiica. 

We 
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We  arc  again  in  the  fame  inn,  at  which  we  put  up  before.  The  land- 
lord is  making  a  well,  and  the  ground,  where  they  are  digging  it,  being 
very  loofe,  he  lines  it  with  a  large  wooden  cylinder,  five  feet  in  diameter, 
and  within  the  cylinder  conilrudls  a  wall  eighteen  inches  thick. 

May  the  Qth,    1795. 

From  Norris  Town  to  Trap  the  country  is  much  varied,  very  hilly, 
iiighly  cultivated,  with  little  wood-land,  many  orchards  and  meadows, 
water  in  abundance,  brooks,  fprings,  and  creeks  of  every  fize ;  two  of 
the  latter,  which  are  by  no  means  fmall,  we  forded,  namely,  the  Shipack, 
eleven  miles  from  Norris  Town,  and  the  Pachiomming,  two  miles  far- 
ther on ;  they  were  both  foitiewhat  deep.  The  roads  are  very  bad,  and  no 
attempts  are  made  to  repair  them  ;  we  cannot,  therefore,  be  furprized  at 
hearing,  that  fo  many  fiiage-coaches  are  overturned. 
■  Trap  is  a  village  in  the  diftrid:  of  Providence,  which  is  the  largeft  and 
moft  affluent  in  the  whole  county.  The  foil,  which  is  very  good,  is 
cultivated  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  other  places  ;  more  land  lies  in  graft 
here,  than  we  have  feen  any  where  fince  we  left  Philadelphia.  There 
are  four  different  churches  in  this  difl:ri61:,  where,  as  in  all  the  other  flates, 
the  minifter  is  paid  by  thofe  only  who  belong  to  his  fed:.  The  fpeakers 
among  the  people  called  Quakers  are  the  only  ones  who  preach  gratis. 
The  manner  of  paying  for  divine  fervice  is  the  lame  as  in  Philadelphia ; 
people  pay  for  their  feats  in  the  church. 

The  provifron  produced  in  the  diflrid  of  Providence  is  fold  in  the 
market  of  Philadelphia.  The  taxes  in  this  diftrid,  as  well  as  in  the 
county,  amount  to  about  eighteen  pence  for  every  hundred  pounds  of 
taxable  property,  with  the  exception  of  the  poor-rates.  The  poor  arc 
rather  numerous  in  this  diflrid,  and  fix  hundred  and  forty  dollars  arc 
railed  yearly  for  their  fupport.  The  common  price  of  labour  is  three 
lliillings  and  fix-pence  a  day,  with  board  ;  and  the  price  of  land  fluduates 
between  thjrty-two  and  forty-feven  dollars  per  acre,  in  proportion  to  the 
fiate  of  its  inclofures,  cultivation,  and  buildings.     Bread  made  of  rye  or 
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Indian  corn  is  the  common  food  of  the  labourer,  who,  in   addition   to 
this,  has  meat  three  times  a  day. 

We  arrived  at  Trap,  and  intended  to  dine  at  Pottfgrove ;  but  we  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  returning  by  the  fame  road  we  had  come.  The 
fervant,  who  fhould  have  joined  us  an  hour  before,  did  not  arrive  ;  and  as 
we  knew  this  delay  muft  have  been  occafioned  by  fome  accident,  wc 
were'determined  to  learn  what  it  was.  We  met  him  about  a  mile  from 
Trap,  leading  both  his  horfes  by  the  bridle,  but  without  the  baggage, 
which  had  fallen  ofF  four  miles  farther  back,  and  our  poor  Jofeph  being 
unable  to  procure  any  affiftance,  and  luppofmg  that  we  fliould  be  uneafy 
on  his  account,  had  left  it  in  the  care  of  a  woman,  and  had  proceeded 
thus  far  to  inform  us  of  his  misfortune.  We  therefore  returned  the  other 
four  miles,  and  placed  the  baggage  again  on  the  horfe,  bi;t  in  fo  indiffe- 
rent a  manner,  that  after  we  had  travelled  two  miles,  it  was  again  likely 
to  fall.  off.  Mr.  Guillemard,  taking  every  thing  into  confide  ration,  con- 
vinced us,  that  the  horfe  was  too  heavily,  as  well  as  unfkilfully  laden, 
and  we  therefore  refolved  to  procure  a  waggon,  to  convey  our  baggage 
to  the  inn. 

During  our  ffay  at  the  inn,  to  which  w'e  returned,  we  learned,  in  the 
courfe  of  converfation  with  a  furgeon,  that  the  number  of  gentlemen  of 
his  profeffion  is  pretty  coniiderable  in  this  diftrift ;  that  one  is  to  be  met 
with  every  fix  or  feven  miles  ;  that  their  fee  for  a  vifit  at  the  diftance  of 
two  miles,  is  one  fhilling,  and  every  additional  mile  adds  one  fhilling  more, 
beiides  the  charge  for  medicines;  that  inoculation  of  children  for  the  fmall- 
pox  is  very  common  ;  that  the  fee  for  this  operation  amounts  to  two  dol- 
lars ;  that  the  moft  a  phyfician  of  known  abilities  can  make,  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  is  one  thoufand  three  hundred  dollars  a  year,  but  that 
very  few  make  fo  much,  in  confequencc  of  which,  all  medical  men,  with 
few  exceptions,  follow  fome  other  employment  beiides  their  profef- 
fion, and  become  either  farmers  or  fhop-kcepers,  to  incrcafe  their  in- 
come. 

Although  the  inn,  at  which  ■*ax  put  up,  was  not  that  which  had  bcerk 

pointed 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  KOCHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  IQ 

pointed  out  to  us,  and  was,  in  fad,  no  better  than  a  fmall,  miferable  ale- 
houfe  lately  opened  ;  }'et  we  met  with  very  good  accommodation.  We 
had  tea  and  coffee  for  breakfaft ;  bacon,  tongue,  and  eggs  for  dinner,  and 
every  thing  tolerably  clean.  Whllft  we  were  contriving  the  means  of 
fending  our  baggage  to  Reading,  the  ftage-coach  happened  to  pafs,  and 
took  charge  of  it :  we  then  continued  our  journey  to  Pottfgrove. 

The  road  thither  is  exadly  of  the  fame  defcription  with  that  between 
Norris  Town  and  Trap.  The  ground  where  it  confifls  of  fand,  is  good, 
but  extremely  bad  where  the  foil  is  rich,  having  been  entirely  foaked 
through  by  the  rain,  which  fell  the  day  before  yefterday  ;  the  foil  con— 
iifts,  in  general,  of  a  ferruginous  earth,  particularly  near  Pottfgrove. 
The  landfcape  is  beautiful  along  this  road,  abounding  with  a  great  variety 
of  fine  views,  wonderfully  enlivened  by  the  verdure  of  the  corn-fields 
-and  meadows.  We  pafTed  through  fome  parts  of  the  country,  where  the 
grafs  was  fine,  ftrong,  and  thick,  in  fhort,  as  good  as  it  could  pofTibly  be. 
If  agriculture  were  better  underflood  in  thefe  parts ;  if  the  fields  were 
well  mowed  and  well  fenced ;  and  if  fome  trees  had  been  left  ftanding  in 
the  middle  or  on  the  borders  of  the  meadows,  the  moft  beautiful  parts 
of  Europe  could  not  be  more  pleafmg.  But  thefe  eternal  fences  of 
dead  wood,  thefe  dry  maize-ftubbles  of  lafl  year,  thefe  decayed  trees, 
which  are  left  {landing  until  they  are  rotten,  and  the  abfolute  want  of 
verdant  trees  in  the  corn-fields  and  meadows,  greatly  impair  the  beauty 
of  the  landfcape,  but  without  being  able  entirely  to  deflroy  its  variety 
and  charms. 

The  country  about  Pottfgrove  is  Hill  more  pleafant ;  the  plain,  in 
which  this  fmall  market-town  is  fituate,  is  more  extenfive  than  any  we 
have  hitherto  feen,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  is  in  the  highell  degree  of  cul- 
tivation. The  forejl-mountahis,  which  are  in  fight  on  the  left  and  in 
the  front,  form  beautiful  borders  to  this  landfcape. 

Tn  the  neighbourhood  of  Pottfgrove  we  again  difcovered  the  Schuyl- 
kill, which  we  had  left  near. Norris  Town.  Along;  its  whole  courfc  its 
banks  are  delightful,  and  all  the  land,  through  which  it  pafTes,  is  good.    I 
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do  not  know  a  finer  river  in  point  of  -water  and  views.  It"  European  tafte 
and  magnificence  adorned  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  with  countn.-- 
feats,  it  w^ould  not  be  excelled  either  by  the  Seine  or  the  Thames. 

Pottfgrove  is  a  market  town,  and  originally  laid  out  by  a  quaker-fa- 
mily,  of  the  name  of  Pott.  About  forty  years  ago  they  purchafed  land 
of  the  ftatc  at  a  very  low  price,  and  fold  it  afterwards  at  a  confiderable 
profit,  according  as  it  was  more  or  lefs  fought  after.  It  is  now  worth 
thirty  dollars  in  the  town,  and  from  thirty  to  thirty-feven  in  the  adja- 
cent country.  The  family  of  Pott  have  ■efi;abliflied  confiderable  iron 
forges,  and  by  means  of  thefe  much  incfeafed  the  fortune,  which  they 
acquired  by  the  fale  of  the  lands.  They  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be 
very  rich.  Pottfgrove  confifts  at  prefent  of'  about  thirty  well  built 
houfes,  and  belongs  to  the  diftrid;  of  Douglas,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Montgomery.  The  poor-rates  are  very  inconfiderable,  and  all 
necefi"aries  of  life  are  cheaper  here  by  nearly  half  than  at  Philadelphia. 

As  I  alighted  from  my  horfe,  I  difcovered  a  Frenchman,  among  the 
feveral  perfons  who. were  ftanding  at  the  door  of  the  inn,  by  a  certain 
charadleriftic  deportment,  which  is  eafily  difcernible  in  individuals  of  all 
nations,  but  more  particularly  fo  in  a  Frenchman.  An  iia voluntary  move- 
ment, fome  natural  feeling,  drew  me  towards  him.  His  name  is  Ger- 
BIER  ;  he  is  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated  advocate  of  Paris,  by  whom  he 
was  broxight  up,  and  the  fon  of  a  famous  advocate  at  Rennes,  of  whom 
he  has  received  no  intelligence  during  thefe  laffc  ten  months.  In  St. 
Domingo,  where  he  refided  formerly  as  a  merchant,  he  married  a  Creole, 
a  friend  and  fchool  companion  of  Madame  de  Montule,  with  whom 
he  lives  in  one  of  the  houfes  of  this  borough. 

It  is  impoffible  to  meet  with  a  Frenchman  in  thefe  times,  without  being 
called  upon  to  lifiien  to  the  hiflory  of  his  lolfes,  his  misfortunes,  and  to  his 
refentments  naturally  refulting  from  them.  Mr.  Gcrbier's  account  of  his 
misfortunes,  however,  was  very  fliort,  though  they  appear  to  me  very 
great.  As  to  his  refentment,  he  exprelfed  himfcif  on  this  point  as  a 
jnan  of  fenfe,  who  wilhes  not  to  entertain  any.  He  feemed  melan- 
choly 
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choly  and  dejed:ed,  yet  pofleffing  a  flrong  mind.  Misfortunes,  borne  with 
patience  and  refignation,  are  ever  fure  to  excite  compaffion  :  I  heartily 
ij'mpathife  in  thofe,  which  have  fallen  to  his  lot.  He  poiTeffes  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  land  in  Afylum,  whither  he  intends  to  remove,  as  foon  as  his  wife 
has  recovered  from  her  lying-in.  He  fpoke  with  much  praife  of  M.  de  Bla- 
CONS,  of  the  excellent  Mr.  Keating,  of  M.  De  Montule,-  and  of  Du 
Petit  Thouars.  He  appeared  to  me  a  mild  and  worthy  man,  but  rather 
too  much  depreffed  by  misfortune  ;  for,  at  his  age,  and  with  his  abilities, 
he  might  find  numerous  refources  in  this  country.  After  he  had  left  me, 
he  received  a  letter  from  his  mother,  a  lady  turned  of  feventy.  She  in- 
formed him,  that  flae  and  his  father  were  both  well ;  that  they  had  fortu- 
nately efcaped  the  dreadful  guillotine,  the  drownings  and  fliootings, 
which  would  ever  difgrace  the  French  revolution  ;  that  they  could  not 
fend  him  any  money  at  that  time,  but  that  they  would  pay  any  fum,  for 
which  he  chofe  to  draw  on  them.  This  wife  and  fenfible  letter  was 
written,  however,  in  the  language  of  liberty.  The  poor  young  man  was 
happy  to  perceive,  that  I  participated  in  his  joy  ;  and  yet  this  glimpfe  of 
fun-flaine  was  not  able  to  difperfe  the  profound  melancholy  which  cloud- 
ed his  mind.  I  muft  obferve,  that  Mr.  Gerbier's  mother,  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  which  fhe  gave  of  the  fituation  of  France,  fpoke  of  great  diflrefs, 
and  efpecially  of  the  depreciation  of  affignats,  which  was  fo  great, 
that  a  fowl  coft  two  hundred  livres  in  paper  money,  and  three  livres  in 
Ipecie. 

The  inn  at  Pottfgrove  is  very  good  j  it  is  kept  by  a  German.  The  in- 
habitants of  this  boro^igh  are  moftly  Germans.  Here  we  found  the  flage- 
coach,  by  which  we  had  fent  our  luggage ;  but  the  letter- cafe,  which 
contained  Mr.  Guillemard's  money,  had  been  left  behind  in  Trap.  En- 
deavouring to  think  of  every  thing,  my  travelling  companion  thinks, 
in  fa(5l,  of  nothing.  Thus  we  are  obliged  to  fend  back  to  Trap,  to  fetch 
the  letter-cafe,  even  if  it  be  not  flolcn,  a  point  which  we  fhall  learn  to- 
morrow at  Reading. 

On 
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On  Thurfciay,  the  Jih, 

We  flopped  at  the  White  Horfe,  four  miles  from  Pottfgrovc.  This 
inn  is  kept  bv  a  Frenchman,  a  native  of  Lorrain,  who  has  married  an 
American  %Nijman,  the  daughter  of  a  native  of  Avignon,  by  a  woman 
from  Franchc-Comte.  The  whole  family  fpeak  bad  Englifli  and  bad 
French,  but  probably  good  German.  They  pay  a  rent  of  eighty-fix  dol- 
lars for  fiftv  acres  of  land  and  the  houfe  ;  their  owner  lives  very  near, 
and  keeps  a  fliop.  Tlie  houfe  and  the  land,  which  is  of  very  good  qiia- 
ilty,  would  have  been  worth  fixty  dollars  more,  had  it  been  let  to  a  pri- 
vate family.  But  the  lliopkeeper  had  very  juftly  calculated,  that  a  good 
tavern  fo  near  his  houfe  was  of  mo^  value  to  him  than  fixty  dollars,  and 
that  a  well  frequented  inn  could  not  but  procure  cuflomers  to  his  fhop, 
from  whom  he  would  be  likely  to  derive  advantages  far  exceeding  the 
fam  which  he  thus  facrificed. 

The  good  people  of  the  inn  enquired  with  much  eagcrnefs  for  news 
from  France.  My  friend  told  them,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to  fiiflain 
another  and  more  dreadful  campaign.  "  How  !  a  fliill  more  dreadful  one 
than  the  preceding  campaign,"  they  exclaimed,  "  notwithftanding  the 
Englilh  were  beaten  laft  year  ?"  "  There  are  many  other  enemies,"  re- 
plied my  friend,  "  Ruffians,  Auftrians."  "  Aye,  aye,"  faid  the  good 
people,  "  all  thofe  who  do  not  like  liberty ;  but  the  French  will  never- 

thelefs  triumph,  if  it  pleafe  God,  overall  the  f ."     Thefe  are  the 

fentiments,  and  fuch  is  the  language  of  moft  Americans ;  and  indeed 
this  muft  be  the  opinion  of  all,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  crimes 
attending  our  revolution ;  and  even  they  who  are  fo,  very  juftly  im- 
pute them  to  the  various  fadlions,  and  carefully  diftinguifli  and  fepa- 
rate  them  from  the  caufc  of  liberty.  The  principles  and  condud:  of  the 
coalefced  powers  arc  treated  with  the  fame  degree  of  indignation  as  thofe 
of  the  tcrrorifts.  The  lefs  informed  clafs  of  men  confider  the  matter  in 
this  light,  and,  in  facS,  in  this  light  it  fhould  be  confidcred  by  all,  who  arc 
able  to  lay  afide  for  a  moment  their  grief  and  their  misfortunes,  and  to 

contemplate 


BT  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHKPOUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  2^ 

contemplate  che  true  nature  of  the  cafe  with  a  calm,  unbiafTed  mind. 
Liberty  is  now  ftruggling  with  defpotifm.  If  the  caufe  of  liberty  prove 
triumphant,  it  will  be  able  to  organize  itfelf,  and  to  acquire  regularity  and 
order ;  it  will  ceafe  to  be  anarchy,  and  become  true  national  freedom. 
If  defpotifm  triumph,  it  will  organize  itfelf  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  to 
enflave  the  world. 

The  fituation  of  this  borough,  and  likewife  of  all  other  places  on  the 
road  from  Pottfgrove  to  Reading,  is  delightful.  Indeed  the  country  ap- 
pears to  become  more  lively  and  populous,  the  nearer  we  approach  the 
latter  town.  Corn  and  faw  mills  are  numerous  here ;  and  there  are 
many  creeks  with  ftrong  currents,  which  turn  the  wheels  of  fbme  iron- 
forges.  The  mountains,  which  rife  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  and 
feparate  Reading  from  the  other  part  of  the  county,  begin  to  form  a 
ridge,  which  at  firft  ftretches  along  under  the  name  of  Oley  Hills,  and 
afterwards  takes  that  of  Lehi-hill.  Thofe  marks  of  the  increaiing  im- 
provement of  the  country,  which  are  obfervable  as  far  as  Bethlem  and 
the  Delaware,  are  alfo  perceivable  here.  Log-houfes,  confl:ru61:ed  of 
trunks  of  trees,  laid  one  upon  another,  the  interftices  of  which  are  filled 
up  with  clay,  are  {ecn  no  longer,  having  been  replaced  by  framed  houfes^^ 
confifting  however  of  balks,  properly  hewn  and  fhaped,  and  covered  with, 
boards  ;  and  even  buildings  of  a  {till  better  conflrudiion  are  already  to  be 
feen  in  fome  parts.  They  now^  build  only  with  ftone  and  brick,  and  no 
woodland  remains  to  be  converted  into  arable  ground.  The  wood  that 
is  xtandlng  is  left  for  confumption.  Oak  fells  at  three  dollars  and  half, 
and  hickory  at  four  dollars  and  half  a  fathom.  A  few  miles  from 
Reading  the  price  of  land  is  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars,  if  covered 
w^lth  wood ;  and  from  one  hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars  if  grafs-land.  Day  labourers  receive  three  fhiliings,  carpenters  and 
mafons  four  fliillings  a  day. 

We  overtook  the  ftage-coach  again  at  the  White  Horfe,  where  the 
paffengers  breakfalled.  It  appears  fomewhat  ftrange  to  Europeans,  to  fee 
the  coachman  eat  at  the  fame  table  with  the  paffengers ;  but  it  would, 
feem  equally  ftrange  to  Americans,  to  fee  the  coachmaa  eating  by  himfelf .. 

It 
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It  Is  futile  to  argue  againft  the  cuftoms  of  a  country  ;  we  muft  fubmit. 
Equality,  pretended  equality,  which  widely  differs  from  true  freedom, 
is  the  foundation  of  this  cuflom,  which,  in  fadt,  injures  nobod}' ;  it  is 
for  the  fame  rcafon,  that  the  fervants,  who  wait  at  dinner  or  breakfaft, 
are  feated,  except  while  they  are  ferving  you,  and  that  the  landlord  at- 
tends you  with  his  hat  on  his  head.  A  man  may  be  allowed  to  diflike  this 
cuflom,  without  poifefling  any  extravagant  fliare  of  w^eak  pride.  An 
inn-keeper,  a  flioe-maker,  a  taylor,  arc  naturally  at  liberty  to  v\"ait  on 
people,  or  to  let  it  alone ;  but  if  they  choofc  to  wait  on  others,  they 
fhould  keep  at  a  proper  diftance,  and  obferve  the  refped:,  which  becomes 
their  fituation.  It  muil  be  obferved,  however,  that  many  an  inn-keeper 
in  America  is  a  captain  or  a  maior ;  nay,  I  have  feen  drivers  of  flage- 
coaches,  who  were  colonels  :  fuch  things  are  very  common  in  America. 
There  is  much  greater  propriety  in  the  cuftom  that  prevails  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  tradefman  is  treated  with  politenefs  and  refpeft  by  his 
employers,  whilil  he,  in  return,  obferves  the  due  decorum  of  his  fitu- 
ation, without  meanly  facrificing  that  noble  principle  of  liberty,  which 
every  Englifliman  cheriflies  with  confcious  pride :  it  will  foon  be  the 
fame  in  France. 

Reading,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Berks,  which  contains 
about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  is  fituate  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill. The  building  of  the  firft  houfes  commenced  in  1752.  The  fa- 
mily of  Penn  repurchafcd  the  land,  which  they  had  originally  difpofed 
of,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  on  this  fpot  the  chief  town  of  the 
county.  It  confifts  at  prefcnt  of  about  five  hundred  houfes ;  a  few 
of  thofe  which  were  firft  built  are  ftill  ftanding ;  they  arc  log- 
houfes,  and  tlie  interftices  between  the  trunks  of  the  trees  are  filled  up 
with  ftone  or  plafter.  In  confequence  of  the  flight  manner  in  which 
tl^ey  were  flnilhed,  feveral  of  them  have  tumbled  down ;  vanity  has 
pulled  down  others ;  but  all  thofe  built  within  thefc  few  laft  years  are 
of  Itone  or  brick,  and  have  a  neat  appearance.  The  town  is  improving 
in  poLnL  of  bui'dings  ;  the  ftreets  arc  bread  and  ftraight,  and  the  foot- 
paths are  Ihadcd  by  trcesj  planted  in  front  of  the  houfes. 

little 
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This  town  has  little  or  no  trade,  and  fcarcely  any  manufaftures.  There 
is  one,  at  which  a  confiderable  number  of  coarfe  hats  are  fabricated  of 
wool,  procured  from  Philadelphia,  to  which  place  the  hats  are  fent  for 
fale  ;  with  a  few  tan-yards,  which  prepare  leather  for  the  confumption  of 
the  town  and  neighbouring  country.     The  population  of  Reading  is  ef- 
timated  at  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  fouls,   confiding  chiefly  of 
lawyers  and  inn-keepers.     Some  new  houfes  were  built  in  the  courfe  of 
laftyear  ;  but  no  increafe  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  has  been  obferved 
for  feveral  years.     They  are  all  either  Germans,  or  of  German  defcent; 
great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbouring  coun- 
try do  not  underftand  a  word  of  Engiifli,  and  yet  all  the  public  ads, 
and  all  the  judicial  proceedings  are  drawn  up  and  conducted  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  language.     Hence  it  often  happens,  in  the  courfe  of  la  w-fuits,  that 
the  judges  underfland   no  German,    and  the  parties,    witnefTes,   and 
jurymen,   no  Engiifli,   which   renders  the  conflant  attendance  of  in- 
terpreters necelTary,  to  repeat  to  the  judges  the  depofition  of  the  wit- 
nefles,  and  to  the  jurymen  the  fumming-up  of  the  judges.     The  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  is   therefore  extremely  imperfect.     Many  law- 
fuits,  however,  having  no  other  objeft  than  to  fatisfy  the  hatred  and 
pafilon  of  the  moment,  by  dragging  an  adverfary  before  the  judge, 
both   parties  are  frequently  fatisfied  with  the  lentence,  of  whatever 
complexion  it  may  be.     How   many  differences   might  be  fettled  on. 
amicable  terms,  but  for  this  revengeful  difpofition  to  proceed  to  extre- 
mities, which  prevails  in  all  countries,  and  enfures  to  lawyers  a  certain 
fubfiftence ;  or  rather  how  many  law-fuits  might  be  accommodated, 
but  for  the  great  number  of  lawyers  and  courts  of  juftice  !     Law-fuits 
are  very  frequent  in  Reading,  and  originate  thiefly  in  debts,  quarrels, 
and  affaults. 

There  is  a  printer  in  Reading,  who  publilKes  a  German  gazette 
weekly;  the  price  is  a  dollar  a  year.  The  fale  ex^tends  as  far  as  Pittf- 
burg,  and  does  not  exceed  one  thoufand  one  hundred  copies.  Every 
one  here,  as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  America,  takes  an  intereft  iu 
ftate  affairs,  is  extremely  eager  to  learn  the  news  of  the  day,  and  dif- 
cufles  politics  as  well  as  he  is  able. 

E  The^^ 
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There  are  three  churches  ia  Reading  ;  one  for  the  people  called 
^iaiers,  another  for  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  third  for  Lutherans. 
The  two  laft  are  much  frequented  by  Germans,  in  whofe  native  lan- 
guage the    fermons  are  delivered.     Every   one  pays   for  the  fupport 
of  that  form  of   worfhip,     which   he  has  chofen   for  himfeif,    fre- 
quently without  attending  it,  which    is  to    his  tafte,  to    which  he    is 
accuftomed,  or  which  fome  whim    or  other    moves    him   to   prefer. 
Generally    fpeaking,    few    men    go   to    church,    at    leaft  few   of  the 
'  firfl    clafs.      Religious    worfhip  is  left  chiefly   to  the    women,    who, 
forming  the  leafb  bufy  clafs  of  mankind,   are  the  mofl  afliduous   fre- 
quenters of  the  theatres  and  the   churches.     The  Lutheran  church 
js  much  reforted   to  in    the  morning,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  fer- 
vice  in  the   evening.     The  minifters,   who  are   paid   by  fubfcription, 
receive  about  four  hundred  dollars /»fr  annum.     Being  without  political 
importance,  and  confined  to  their  ecclefiaftical  fun6lions,  they  are  reli- 
gious, humane,  and  tolerant.     If  their  condudl  were  othervvife,   their 
parifhioners  would  change  them  juft  as  readily  as  withdraw  their  em- 
ployment from  a  fhoe-maker,  who  fhould  make  bad  (hoes.     They  live 
in  perfeft  harmony  with  one  another.     The  fermons  delivered  in  the 
different  churches  are  chiefly  of  a  moral  caft.     Lutherans,  Roman  Ca- 
tholics,  and  Quakers  intermarry  with  each   other.     Mr.  Read,  the' 
gentleman  to  whom  we  had  a  letter   of  introduction,  has  ten  children, 
two  of  whom  only  have  been  baptized  ;  the   reft  are  left   to  choofe 
their  religion  for  themfelves,  if  they  think  proper,   when  they  arrive 
at  years  of  difcretion. 

The  fortunes  of  thofe,  who  are  accounted  people  of  property  in 
Reading,  are  in  general  moderate.  An  income  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thoufand  dollars  a  year  is  deemed  large  ;  and  at  leaft  a 
part  of  fuch  incomes  is  always  earned  by  fome  ufeful  employment. 
Here  are  indeed  fome  gentlemen  poffefted  of  large  property,  but  then 
this  has  been  generally  obtained  by  commerce,  or  elfe  accumulated  in 
the  town  itfelf  by  diflionourable  means,  namely,  by  buying  up,  at  a 
low  price,  demands  againft  poor  fmall  proprietors,  and  driving  them 
from  their  pofleflions  by  judicial  proceedings.     The  number  of  people, 

who 
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who  have  made  fortunes  in  this  manner,  is  riot  great  ;  yet  there  cer- 
tainly are  about  three  of  them  in  the  town,  who  poffefs  capitals  amount- 
ing to  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

The  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  the  neighbouring 
country  are  very  good,  and  breathe  a  warm  attachment  to  the  federal 
government.  There  is  no  democratic  fociety.  Reading  fent  about 
eighty  volunteers  on  the  expedition  agaiuft  Pittfburg,  forty  of  whom 
were  equipped  to  ferve  as  cavalry.  They  all  belonged  to  rich  families, 
and  were  engaged  in  bufniefs  ;  but  either  their  own  zeal,  or  the  influ* 
ence  of  their  relations,  impelled  them  to  devote  themfelves  to  the  pub- 
lie  good.  In  confequence  of  this  public  fpirit,  a  fociety  has  been 
formed  at  Reading,  called  the  Fire  Society,*  the  members  of  which 
enter  into  an  obligation  to  keep  at  their  common  expence  two  fire  en- 
gines, and  each  at  his  own  expence  two  buckets,  a  balket,  and  a  fack, 
and  to  attend  at  the  firft  alarm  of  fire.  This  fociety,  which  refembles 
that  of  Philadelphia,  and  many  others  of  the  fam&^defcription,  which 
are  very  common  all  over  America,  fpares  government  an  expence, 
which  otherwife  it  would  be  obliged  to  incur,  and  enfures  a  more  fpeedy 
affiftance  to  fufFerers,  than  any  public  inflitution  could  poffibly  afford. 
It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  this  fociety  originated  from  the  perfonal 
interefl  of  every  individual  member  or  fubfcriber :  be  it  fo;  £-••  what 
clfe  is  public  fpirit,  but  private  interefl:  properly  underfl:ood  ? 

Some  public  buildings,  fuch  as  a  large  houfe  for  the  different  officers 
of  the  county,  and  the  archives,  a  prifon,  and  a  feffions  houfe,  have  been 
very  lately  built  at  the  expence  of  the  county.  The  taxes  are  very 
fmall.  Of  three  lawyers,  with  whom  we  palTed  the  greatefl  part  of 
our  time  at  Reading,  not  one  could  inform  me  of  the  exa£t  total  amount 
of  the  taxes,  but  they  all  agreed,  that  they  are  very  inconfiderable,  or 
next  to  nothing.  The  county-taxes  and  poor-rates,  taken  all  together, 
may  perhaps  amount  to  about  fixpence  in  the  pound,  .or  a  fortieth  part 
of  the  yearly  income.     On  particular  occafions,  or  when  public  build- 

*  The  eftablifhment  of  a  company  for  infurance  fi-om  lofs  by  fire,  may  be  expefted 
to  follow  next,  in  the  progrefs  of  improvements  at  Reading.— J^r^TJ/^a^w. 
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ings  are  to  be  eredled,  they  are  doubtlefs  higher,  but  never  fo  high  as 
to  take  from  a  rich  man  more  than  twelve  dollars  a  year. 

There  are  weekly  two  market  days  in  Reading,  and  the  market  is 
well  fupplied  with  provifion.  In  fuch  dillriifls  as  lie  near  the  market, 
the  price  of  building-ground,  two  hundred  feet  in  depth,  is  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  foot  ;  in  lefs  populous  parts  of  the  town  only  ten  dol- 
lars. The  rent  for  large  convenient  houfes,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
town,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  price  of  land  is 
about  twenty-two  dollars  an  acre,  and  near  the  town  from  thirty- two 
to  thirty-fix  dollars.  Meadows  near  the  town  coft  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  A  great  number  of  them  belong  to  the  family  of  Penn 
in  right  of  purchafe  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  all  lands  and  tene- 
ments, which  this  family  held  in  fee,  were  redeemed  by  the  ftate,  on 
granting  indemnification  more  or  lefs  adequate  to  their  value. 

The  Schuylkill  does  not  flow  through  the  town,  but  at  a  diftance  of 
about  five  thoufand  paces.  A  project  is  formed  for  extending  the  town 
to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  it  will  certainly  be  carried  into  effe^ft,  as 
foon  as  the  canal,  which  is  to  join  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Sufquehan- 
nah,  Ihall  be  finifhed,  a  part  of  which  is  already  completed.  Reading 
will  then  become  a  confiderable  fiaple  for  inland  traffic.  A  tolerably  ex- 
tenfive  corn-trade  is  already  carried  on  here.  In  winter,  when  the  na- 
vigation is  obftrufted  by  ice,  the  neighbouring  farmers,  who  happen  to 
be  in  want  of  money,  bring  their  corn  to  town.  The  wealthy  inhabi- 
tants buy  it  at  a  low  price,  lay  it  up  in  granaries,  and  fend  it  to  Phila- 
delphia as  foon  as  the  river  is  navigable,  as  it  is,  in  general,  for  vef- 
fels  of  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  except  when  it  is 
frozen . 

The  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  are  exquifitely  beautiful  near  Reading,' 
indeed  more  fo  than  in  any  other  part  of  its  courfe.  On  the  fide  oppofite 
to  the  town  arifes  a  range  of  richly  cultivated  hills,  covered  with  as 
many  houfes  as  can  be  expected  in  this  country.  Beyond  thefe  heights 
are  mountains  of  more  confiderable  elevation  :  and  beyond  thefe  are 
feen  the  lofty  fummits  of  the  Blue  Mountains.     The  whole   form  a 
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profpe6:  at  once  plcafing  and  fublime.  A  great  number  of  brooks  run 
into  the  Schuylkill,  and  turn  many  paper,  faw,  plafter,  and  oil-mills  ia 
the  vicinity  of  Reading.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  temperate, 
induftrious  and  prudent  people.  A  tradefman  clears  as  much  money 
in  a  few  years,  as  enables  him  to  buy  a  plantation  in  the  back  coun- 
try, where  he  either  fettles  himfelf,  or  fends  one  of  his  children.  Per- 
fons  who  quit  Reading  and  its  vicinity  generally  retire  to  the  country 
around  Sunbury  and  Northumberland.  Some  poor  Germans  from  time 
to  time  arrive  here  from  Europe,  get  rich,  purchafe  a  plantation,  and 
retire. 

They  marry  here  very  young.  Few  women  remain  unmarried  be- 
yond the  age  of  twenty  years :  and  marriages  are  very  fruitful.  The 
mortality  among  children  is,  upon  an  average,  much  lefs  here  than 
in  Philadelphia.  The  country  is  healthful.  Perfons  grey  with  age  are 
numerous,  and  epidemical  difeafes  rarely  break  out.  Living  is  cheaper 
here,  by  one  half,  than  in  Philadelphia. 

We  had  letters  to  MeflTrs.  Read  and  Bridle,  and  cannot  fpeak  with 
fufEcient  praife  of  the  handfome  reception  we  experienced  from  thefe 
gentlemen.     They  anfwered  all  our  queflions  with  a  degree  of  patience 
as  obliging  on  their  part,  as  it  was  advantageous  to  us.     The  day  we 
Hopped  at   Reading   was  fpent   at  Mr.  Bridle's,  where  we  found  Mr. 
Read,  Judge  Rush,  brother  to  Doctor  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  Pre- 
fident  of  the  diflridt,  General  Rover,  who,  during  the  lafl  war,  ferved 
conftantly  under  La  Fayette,  and  holds  now  the  place  of  Regiftrar, 
Mr.  EcKARD,  an  a6luary,  and  Mr.  Evans,  who  is  a  lawyer  as  well  as 
Meffrs.  Read  and  Bridle.     The  converfation  was  pleafant   enough.     It 
conftantly  turned  upon  the  political  Situation  of  Europe,  of  which  every 
one  vv'ill  talk,  and  which  is  rightly  underftood  by  none.     But  it  is  the 
topic  of  the  day,  to  the  difcuffion  of  which  we  muft  fubmit.     Excel- 
lent principles  of  government,  a  warm  attachment  to  France,  abhor- 
rence of  the  crimes  which  have  been  committed,  and  fervent  wiflies 
for  her  welfare,  formed  the  prominent  features  of  the  converfation. 
Several  very  acute  and  judicious  obfervations  on  the  fubjeiSt  of  England 
---  were 
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were  made,  which  did  not  bcfpeak  great  partiaUty  for  that  country. 
The  gentlemen  fpoke  with  eiithufiafm  of  Washington,  with  gratitude 
and  efleem  of  La  Fayette,  and,  in  (hort,  difplayed  the  moft  laudable 
feelings.  During  a  walk,  we  met  fome  ladies,  who,  to  judge  from  the 
manner  m  which  their  attendants  conduced  themfelves,  mufl  be  of 
very  little  importance  in  fociety.  Mr.  Bridle,  who,  without  faying 
a  word,  gave  us  tea  in  the  evening,  feemed  fcarcely  to  have  eaten  his 
dinner. 

The  civility  of  our  friends  in  Reading  was  not  confined  to  a  kind  re- 
ception ;  they  alfo  offered  us  letters  to  gentlemen  at  Lancafter,  and  in 
other  places  on  our  road,  which,  though  we  were  already  provided  with 
a  tolerable  number,  we  accepted  with  the  fame  fatisfadion  as  they  were 
offbred.  •'•!-■  • 

One  of  thefe  letters  procured  me  an  introdudion  into  the  farm  of 
Angelico.     I  was  defirous  of  being  more  accurately  acquainted   with 
the  ftate  of  agriculture  and  hufbandry  about  Reading,  which,  in  Phila- 
delphia, had  been  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  moft  perfe£t  in  all  Penafyl- 
vania,  and  I  therefore  wifhed  to  converfc  with  one  of  the  beft  informed 
farmers ;  Mr.  Evans  had  been  named  to  me  as  fuch.   He  fuperintends 
and  manages  the  farm  of  Angelico  for  Mr.  Nicholson  in  Philadelphia, 
who  bought  it  three  years  ago  of  Governor  Mifflin.     This  farm, 
whichUies  three  miles  from  Reading  on  the   way  to  Lancafter,  con- 
fifts  of  nine  hundred  acres,  four  hundred  only  of  which  have  hither- 
to been  cultivated,  and  fifty  of  thefe  lie  in  pafture.     From  fixty  to 
feventy  acres  confift  of  the  fineft  meadows,   fome  of  which  are  fowii 
with  clover.     They  are  watered  at  pleafure,  partly  by  the  Angelico,  a 
fmall  brook  from  which  the  place  takes  its  name,   and  partly  by  a  very 
copious  fpring,  which  waters  fuch  parts  as  are  not  within  reach  of  the 
Angelico.  The  grafs  is  fine,  ftrong,  and  buftiy,  and  the  only  care  taken  of 
it  confifts  in  a  flight  irrigation.    The  reft  of  the  land  is  under  the  plough, 
and  produces  wheat,  rye,  buck-wheat,  oats,  and  Indian  corn,  but  with- 
out any  fixed  rotation  of  crops.     The  land  is  of  the  beft  quality,  being 
a  rich  clay,  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-eight  inches  deep.    Some  places 

are 
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are  flony.     More  or  lefs    manure    is   laid    upon  the    foil    every  three 
years.     From  four  to  five  [cart-loads  of  dung,    about   fifteen   hundred 
weight  each,  are  generally  allotted    to  an    acre;    but  the  dung  is  far 
from  being  in  a  ftate  to  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe.     The  produce 
of  the  firft  year,    after   the   ground   has   been   cleared,  is.  twenty-five 
bufhels  of  wheat,  forty  bufhels  of  rye,  forty  bufhels  of  barley,  eighty 
bufhels  of  oats,  twenty-five  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  per  acre.     It  would 
produce  conliderably  more,  if  the  wood  were  felled  in  a  more  careful 
manner,  and  the  ground  fomewhat  deeper  tilled.     It  is  the  cuftom,  and 
confequently  the  general  opinion,  that  the  ground  rauft  not  be  ploughed  . 
deeper  than  four  or  five  inches.     I  have  converfed  with  Mr.  Evans  oa 
this  fubjedl,  who  could  not   help  allowing,  that  the  above  opinion  is 
erroneous.     He  was  entirely  of  my  way  of  thinking;  but  it  is  the 
cuflom,  and  that  has  more  weight  than  the  clearefl  reafoning.     Newly 
cleared  land  fometimes  produces  better  crops  after  the  fecond  and  the 
third  year's  tillage,  than  at  the  firfl ;  and  this  generally  happens  when 
the  ground  has  not  been  cleared  with  fufficient  care.     The  ufual  pro- 
duce of  this  land  is  ten  bufhels  of  wheat,  twenty  of  rye,  twenty  of 
barley,  forty  of  oats,  and  eighty  of  Indian  corn.     This  diftridl  has  not 
fuffered  from  certain  infefts,  called  lice,  which  occafion  fometimes  con- 
fiderable  mifchief  to  the  crops  ;  nor  had  the  Heflian  fly  much  damaged 
the  corn  here.     The  plough-fhare  is  of  iron;  it  has  but  one  broad  fide 
bent  towards  the  right.    It  is  ill  contrived,  and  turns  up  the  ground  very 
imperfedly.     Two  horfes  are  able  to  draw  the  plough  in  a  pretty  flrong 
foil.     The  work  of  the  farm  is  performed  by  five  men,  fix  horfes,  and 
twelve  oxen.  Mr.  Evans's  wife  and  children  manage  the  bufinefs  of  the 
houfe,  of  a  pretty  confiderable  dairy,  and  of  the  poultry-yard,  which  is 
much  better  flocked  with  fowls  than  American  farms  nfually  are.     The 
butter  which  is  not  confumed  in  the  houfe,  is  fent  in  winter  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  but  in  fummer  they  make  good  cheefe,  which  is  fold  for  ten- 
pence  a  pound.     The  corn  is  either  -fold  in  Philadelphia  or  Reading. 
Mr.  Evans  fattens  fome  oxen,  but  their  number  does  not  exceed  eigh- 
teen, though  be  pofTefTes  feventy  acres  of  meadow  land  i  thefe  oxen, 
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to2:cthcr  with  his  twelve  cows  and  fix  horfes,  confume  ahiioft  all  hl» 
hay,  for  he  fells  very  little.  He  keeps  it  in  barns,  and  fometimes  in 
ftacks  made  after  the  Englilh  manner,  but  {o  very  badly,  that  they  ge- 
nerally tumble  down.  Every  acre  of  meadow,  if  mowed  twice  a  year, 
yields  from  three  to  four  tuns  of  hay,  and  the  price  of  this  article  ivas 
laft  year  fourteen  dollars  a  tun. 

Mr.  Evans  keeps  no  more  than  forty  or  fifty  fheep.  This  fmall  num- 
ber affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  prejudices,  which  prevail  in  this 
country;  "  to  keep  many  of  thera,"  Mr.  Evans  obferved,  "  would  be 
the  certain  means  of  lofing  them  all."  On  my  mentioning  to  him  the 
example  of  England,  he  faid,  "  I  know  all  this,  but  it  is  the  cuftom 
here,  and  a  wife  cuftom  it  is ;  for  our  neighbour,  Mr.  Morgan,  who 
Would  keep  more,  and  had  a  good  Ihepherd  from  Europe,  loft  them  all. 
We  do  not  wifh  for  more  than  are  neceflary  to  fupply  us  with  wool  for 
6Uf  own  cloathing,  and  that  of  our  people,  and  on  that  account  keep  no 
more." 

The  flate  of  agriculture  is  here  exadlly  the  fame  as  in  the  remoteft 
provinces  of  France.  Prejudices,  maxims  handed  down  from  father  to 
fon,  ufages,  ignorance,  and  confequently  obftinacy,  govern  every  thing. 
The  fheep  are  tolerably  good,  and  yield  excellent  wool.  Before  I  faw 
them,  I  afked  the  fliepherd,  whether  the  wool  was  fhort  or  long  ?  he 
anfwered,  "  that  it  grew  longer  towards  the  time  of  fliearing  it."  I 
explained  to  him  the  meaning  of  the  terms,  long  and  fhort  wool,  the 
difference  between  the  fheep  which  produce  it,  the  different  purpofes 
they  are  fit  for  in  the  manufa6lories,  and,  confequently,  the  reafons 
■why,  in  different  parts  of  England,  one  fort  of  fheep  is  kept  in  pre- 
ference to  another.  He  liftened  to  me,  and  replied,  "  of  all  this  we 
know  nothing  here."  It  is  the  cuftom  not  to  keep  a  ram  upon  the 
farm  ;  they  enquire  where  a  good  one  may  be  found,  and  either  hire 
him  or  fend  the  ewes  to  him.  Mr.  Evans  fattens  his  oxen  with  hay, 
and  flour  of  Indian  corn,  of  which  he  allots  to  each,  twice  a  day,  fix 
quarts,  or  fix-fixteenths  of  a  bufhel :  his  oxen  are  tolerably  good,  but 
not  remarkably  fo.     In  my  prefence  he  fold  feventeen,  which  were  all 

he 


BY  THE  DUKli  DE  LA  EOCHEPOUCAULT  LIAXCOURT.  33 

he  had  at  that  time,  and  among  which  was  an  old  bull  and  a  fine  cow. 
For  thefe  he  received  nine  hundred  and  fix  dollars  ;   the  cow  alone  coft- 
forty-two  ;  (he  was  three  years  old,  large  fized,  of  a  good  fort,  and  was 
bought  for  breeding  in  another  part  of  the  country. 

Turnips  for  feeding  cattle  are  cultivated  only  in  gardens  like  pot- 
herbs, to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  or  half  an  acre.  The  cultivation 
of  cabbages  and  turnips  in  the  fields  is  unknown.  Potatoes  are 
planted  in  great  abundance.  The  art  of  getting  good  dung  is  as  little 
known  here  as  all  other  branches  of  agriculture,  which  require  the  leaft 
judgment.  There  is  no  hole  in  the  farm-yard  to  colledl  the  dung  ;  no- 
thing is  done  to  improve  it  by  the  urine  from  the  different  ftables,  ov 
to  prevent  the  rain  from  wafhing  away  its  ftrength  ;  it  lies  in  the  farm* 
yard  in  large  heaps,  does  not  rot,  but  is  entirely  dried  up. 

In  other  refpefts  this  is  one  of  the  fineft  eftates  that  can  be  defired. 
The  foil,  the  (ituation,  and  every  thing  confidered,  leave  nothing  to 
wifh  for  but  a  more  Ikilful  cultivation,  of  which  it  is  as  capable  as  any 
other  fpot  in  the  world.  In  point  of  profpe6l  and  pi6turefque  efFedt,  its 
fituation  is  charming,  being  in  a  large,  delightful  valley,  which  is  well 
watered,  and  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  the  moft  pleafant  hills, 
partly  cultivated,  and  partly  covered  with  wood. 

A  faw-mill  forms  a  part  of  this  eftate  ;  it  is  conftantly  employed 
either  for  the  ufe  of  the  eftate,  for  the  poffelTor,  or  the  public.  The 
■price  of  labour  is  three  fhillings  for  one  hundred  feet  of  plank.  The 
mill  has  but  one  faw,  though  there  is  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water 
for  at  leaft  three.  This  water,  which  can  be  difpofed  of  at  pleafure, 
might  very  conveniently  turn  feveral  other  mills,  and  thus  encreafe  both 
the  value  of  the  eftate,  and  the  induftry  of  the  country  ;  as  the  pro-  • 
duce  is  fure  to  meet  with  a  ready  fale  either  in  Philadelphia  or  Reading. 
The  fences  and  farm-buildings,  which  Governor  Mifflin  left  in  verv  bad 
condition,  are  now  repairing,  and  will  foon  be  in  very  good  order. 

Mr.  Nichoifon  pays  Mr.  Evans,  who  accounts  to  him  for  the  out- 
goings and  expenditure,  but  who  has  not  yet  remitted  him  any  money. 
-He  intends,  undoubtedly,  by  this  management,  to  put  the  eftate  into  a 
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good  condition,  and  to  raife  its  value  beyond  that  which  landed  property 
has  hitherto  acquired  in  America.  At  this  time  a  bufhel  of  wheat  fells 
for  fifteen  lliillings,  Indian  corn  for  three  fhillings,  and  oats,  for  five  fhil- 
lings.  Labourers  are  eafily  procured  here  in  fufficient  number  for  all 
the  purpofes  of  agriculture.  From  the  account  I  have  given  of  this 
eftate,  it  is  evident,  that  its  value  would  be  very  confiderable,  if  it  were 
better  managed. 

The  five  hundred  acres,  which  lie  uncultivated,  fupply  the  neceflary 
timber  for  repairing  the  houfe  and  out-buildings,  and  alfo  wood  for 
fuel ;  which,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  fold  at  Reading  from 
three  and  a  half,  to  four  and  a  half  dollars  per  cord,  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  wood.  The  expence  for  felling,  cutting  it,  and  car- 
rying it  to  Reading,  amounts  to  one  dollar  two-thirds.  Mr.  Evans 
is  of  opinion,  that  this  traft  of  land  fliould  neither  be  cultivated,  nor 
the  wood  fold  for  fuel,  becaufe  the  trees,  if  fufFered  to  grow,  encreafe 
the  value  of  the  land  far  beyond  what  it  can  be  worth,  if  applied  to 
any  other  ufe.  I  know  not  how  far  he  may  be  right.  To  form  a  cor- 
real opinion  on  this  fubjedl,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  traverfe  the  wood, 
to  be  acquainted' with  the  wants  and  culloms  of  the  country;  and  be- 
fides,  it  is  well  known,  that  in  France,  where  the  management  of  woods 
is  fingularly  well  underftood,  the  rearing  of  trees  is  deemed  one  of  the 
moft  difficult  arts. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  is  more  fond  of  his  bed,  and  lefs 
partial  to  farms,  than  I  am,  fuffered  me  to  leave  Reading  fome  hours 
before  him  ;  he  overtook  me  at  Angelico,  and  thence  we  entered 
upon  our  journey  to  Lancafter.  There  is  no  public  conveyance  yet 
eflablifhed  by  the  (late  between  Lancafter  and  Reading,  though  thcfc 
are  both  confiderable  towns.  The  flage-coach  goes  from  Reading  to 
Plarriiburg,  fituate  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  on  the  road  to  Pittiburg. 
Another  flage-coach  goes  from  Harrifburg  to  Lancafter,  which  forms 
a  circuit  of  eighty  miles  ;  though,  by  the  dire£l  road,  the  diftance  is 
only  thirty-one  miles.  There  is,  indeed,  a  poft,  which  goes  twice  a 
week  from  Bethlem  to  Lancafter,  and  paffes  through  Reading,  but  is 
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of  no  ufe  to  travellers.  This  poft,  which  makeo  a  journey  of  eighty 
miles,  frequently  arrives  v/ithout  bringing  one  fingle  letter  ;  every  thing 
evinces,  that  the  country  is  yet  in  an  infant  ftate,  but  (hews,  at  the  fan:ie 
time,  that  it  is  proceeding,  by  large  and  rapid  ftrides,  to  a  ftate  of  con- 
fiderable  ftrens;th. 

The  country  between  Reading  and  Lancafter  abounds  with  moun- 
tains and  vallies.  The  former  are  not  high,  but  run  in  ranges.  The 
vallies  are  chearful,  well  watered,  abound  with  fine  meadows,  and  are 
tolerably  well  inhabited.  Almoft  all  the  inhabitants  are  Germans,  or, 
at  leaft,  of  German  defcent.  The  greateft  part  fpeak  no  other  language 
than  German.  The  houfes  are  fmall,  and  kept  in  very  bad  order  ;  the 
barns  are  large,  and  in  very  good  repair.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  country,  which  is  very  rich  and  pleafant,  refembles  that  near  the 
Voghefian  Mountains,  except  that  here  the  mountains  are  not  fo  high. 
We  continually  meet  with  brooks  or  creeks,  with  numerous  mills 
and  a  luxuriant  verdure.  The  road  is  tolerable,  except  in  fome  places, 
where  it  is  miry,  or  rough  with  ftones.  Four  miles  from  Lancafter  the 
hills  decreafe  in  height,  and  two  miles  from  the  town  they  terminate 
in  a  plain. 

On  our  way  we  flopped  at  Ephrata,  where  we  vifited  the  Dunkers, 
a  fort  of  monks  well  known  in  America  by  the  folitary  life  they  lead, 
though  their  number  is  but  fmall.  We  had  a  letter  to  Father  Miller, 
the  Dean  of  the  fociety.  The  houfe,  which  is  built  of  a  very  indiffer- 
ent fort  of  ftone,  and  badly  roofed  with  laths,  is  the  refidence  of  feveral 
hermits,  the  remains  of  fixty,  who  formed  the  fociety  about  forty 
years  ago.  A  fev/  yards  from  this  houfe  ftands  the  nunnery  of  the 
order,  which  contains  ten  or  twelve  nuns,  fubje£l  to  the  fame  rules. 

The  venerable  Father  Miller  is  an  old  man,  not  far  from  eighty  years 
of  age.  His  eyes  flill  fparkle  v/ith  a  degree  of  fire,  and  his  imagina- 
tion is  flill  lively.  Our  curiofity  led  us  to  enquire  after  the  inftitution 
of  the  houfe,  and  the  doftrines  of  the  order.  Father  Miller  fatisfied 
this  curiofity  in  a  manner  the  mod  tedioufly  difFufe,  by  giving  us  a  mi- 
nute account  of  every  point,  however  trifling,  of  the  dodrine  and  hif- 

F  2  torv 


36  TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 

tory  of  the  Dunkers.  This  hillory  is  a  tilTue  of  abfurdities,  like  that 
of  all  monks.  A  ridiculous  compound  of  ambition,  and  of  the  defire 
of  infulating  themfelves  apart  from  the  ftate,  is  common  to  them  all. 
Xhe  Dunkers  were  inftituted  in  the  fame  place  where  they  at  prefent  re- 
lide,  by  one  Conrad  Pe  ysel,  a  German,  who,  however,  foon  perceived, 
as  well  as  themfeves,  that  the  life  of  an  anchorite  is  neither  the  mofl:  plea- 
iant,  nor  the  mofl;  ufeful  in  the  world.  He  collefted  them  into  a  fociety,. 
and.condufted  them  to  Pittiburg,  which,  at  that  time,  was  a  wild,  unin- 
habited place.    The  prior,  who  fucceeded  Peylel,  intended,  according  to 

-  lome,  to  fubjedl  his  monks  to  a  flrifter  difcipline  ;  but,  by  the  account, 
of  others,  he  propoled  to  accuftom  them  to  a  wandering  life  ;  dillen- 
fions  arofe  among  them,  and  they  palled  fome  years  in  a  ftate  of  con- 
tinual difagreement  ;  they  then  difperfed,  and  afterwards  united  again 
in  the  fame  place  where  they  were  fufl  eftablifiied.  The  old  monk 
told  us,  that  they  obferve  a  ftrift  rule,  and  live  with  the  utmoft  fruga- 
lity ;  and  that  a  communion  of  property  is  obferved  among  them  with- 
out the  leaft  fupremacy,  or  any  other  diftindlion  whatever  ;  he  told  us, 
that  he  goes  himfelf  to  church  regularly  at  midnight.  They  have- 
made  the  vow  of  poverty  and  chaftity ;  there  are,  however,  fome,  who, 
marry,  in  which  cafe  they  quit  the  houfe,  and  live  with  their  wives 
elfewhere  in  the  country.     Others  leave  the  houfe  without  marrying  ;. 

-  but  thefe,  Father  Miller  obferved,  violate,  by  lb  doing,  the  oath  they- 
have  taken  ;  yet  they  cannot  be  profecuted  for  want  of  a  law  to  that 
effe£l.  They  wear  a  long  gown  made  of  grey  cloth  for  the  winter,  ancl 
of  white  linen  for  the  fummer,  tied  round  the  waifl:  with  a  ftrap  of  lea-, 
tber.  They  let  the  beard  grow,  and  fl-eep  on  a  bench,  "  until,"  faid 
Father  Miller,  "  they  fleep  in  the  grave."  This  was  his  expreffion. 
The  fpirit  of  the  prefent  age,  and  the  country  they  inhabit,  being  equally 
averfe  to  a  monaflic  life.  Father  Miller  perceives,  with  as  much  certainty 
as  concern,  the  impending  difTolution  of  his  order,  which  has  fome  other 
eftablifhments  in  one  or  two  counties  of  Pennfylvania.  As  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  order,  they  are  a  medley  of  the  moll  abfurd  tenets  of  the 
Anabaptifts,  Univerfalifts,  Calvinifts,  Lutherans,  Jews,  Methodifts,  an<} 
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Roman   Catholics.     They   lament    the   fall    of  our   firft  parent,    who- 
would  rather  have  for  his  wife  a  carnal  being,  Eve,  than  let  the  celeftial 
Sophia,  a  being  thoroughly  divine,  bear  a  child.     She  would  have  com-^ 
municated  only  with   the   fpiritual   nature   of  i\dam  ;   and  thus  a  race 
would  have  been  engendered   all  pure,   and  without  the  leaft  corporeal 
ingredient.    They  lament  the. indulgence,  which  God  fliewed  in  regard 
to  this  defire  of  Adam,  who  afted  on  this  occafion  as  brutes  might  do. 
However,  God,  according  to  their  doctrine,  has  merely  deferred  the  pe- 
riod of  this  flate  of  perfeclion  ;  it  is  certainly  to  arrive,  and  the  Dunkers. 
forefee  the  time,  when,  after  the  general  refurre£lion,  the  divine  Sophia 
will  defcend  into  every  one  of  us.     All  this  is  to  their  fancy  as  evident, 
and  clear  as  the  Song  of  Solomon.     We  wafted  nearly  two  hours  in 
liftening  to  the  idle  prate  of  the  old  monk,  who  was  happy  to  enter- 
tain us  on  this  fubjeft,   and  particularly  enraptured  at  the  idea,  that  the 
Sophia  would  defcend  into  him. 

Another  monk  of  the  fame  order,  whom  we  met  with,  feem.ed  to  be- 
iefs  impreffed  with  this  hope.  He  was  a  printer,  a  man  of  thirty  years 
of  age,  who  had  lived  thirteen  years  in  this  houfe.  He  told  us,  that 
the  difcipline  of  the  order  is  by  no  means  fo  ftrift,  as  the  old  monk  pre- 
tended ;  that  they  divide  their  earnings  only  if  they  choofe  ;  that  they 
live  juft  as  they  pleafe,  and  drink  coffee  and  tea.  He  did  not  appear  fo 
enthufiaftic  a  friend  to  the  vow  of  chaftity  as  Father  Miller  ;  and  to  ouc 
queftions,  whether  many  brothers  married,  and  whether  they  were  fup- 
pofed  to  offend  by  fo  doing,  anfvvered,  "  that  many  did,  and  that,  in 
bis  opinion,  they  acled  rightly;  "  for,"  faid  he,  "  are  not  women  truly 
charmino-  r"  Before  we  left  Father  Miller,  whofe  accounts  the  infor- 
mation  of  the  young  monk  already  (hewed  to  have  greatly  exaggerated 
every  thing,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  convincing  ourfelves,  that  he 
had  misftated  even  the  particulars  of  their  way  of  livuig  ;  for  we  found 
in  a  room,  contiguous  to  his,  a  nice  feather-bed,  in  which,  he  could 
not  help  confeffing,  he  flept  fometimes,  and  in  which,  by  the  afler^ 
tion  of. the  young  Dunker,  he  fleeps    every  night.     In  the  church. 
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we  found  a  place  as  much  diflinguWlicd  from  the  reft,  as  that  of  any 
prior  of  a  convent  of  bencdidline  monks  can  be.  Alonks  are  every 
where  the  Hime  men,  and  live  by  deceiving  others;  they  are  every- 
where impoftors  :  in  Europe,  and  in  America,  men  are  the  flnnc,  when 
placed  in  the  fame  fituation.  In  point  of  furniture  and  outward  appear- 
ance the  houfe  hears  a  near  refemblance  to  a  capuchin  convent,  dil- 
playing  every  where  an  oftentatious  poverty  by  half-hidden  beds  of 
down.  We  did  not  vifit  the  nunnery,  as  we  Ihould  have  met  there 
only  the  fame  follies,  and  the  fame  naufcous  filth  ;  befides,  the  nuns, 
being  old,  could  not  in  the  leafl  intereft  our  curiofity,  and  we  knew 
already  enough  of  thefe  Dunkers.  They  are  a  good-natured  fort  of  peo- 
ple, they  live  upon  the  produce  of  an  eftate  of  three  hundred  acres,  in- 
jure nobody,  are  laughed  at  in  the  country,  and  yet  tolerably  well  be- 
loved. 

The  foil  between  Reading  and  Lancafter  is  full  of  fmall  lime-flones, 
and   flates,  which    are   frequently   found  of  a  very  large   fize.     Near 
Lancafter  the   quantity  of  lime-ftone   encreafes  :    the   whole   country 
abounds  with  iron-mines;  and  the  iron-works,  which  are  very  nume- 
rous between  Bethlem  and  Reading,  become  more  ftrikingly  fo  between 
Reading  and  Lancafter,    though   many  of  them  do  not  ftand  near  the 
road.     We  intended   to  vifit  the  iron-work  of  Mr.  Colman,   one  of 
the  moft  confiderable  in  the  whole  diftridt ;  but  finding  that  it  was  too 
much  out  of  our  road,   we  relinquiftied  the  defign.     All  we  could  learn 
was,  that  the  workmen  receive  from  eight  to  ten  dollars  a  month,  befides 
board  and  lodging.     The  founder  has  five  fliilllngs  per  tun.    The  price 
of  caft-iron  is  thirty  fiiillings,   and  of  iron  in  bars  forty  Shillings  a  tun. 
The  high  price  of  grain  in  this  place  is  faid  to  have  much  leflened  the 
profits  arifing  from  founderies. 

We  had  left  the  fervant,  with  the  baggage  horfe,  at  Reading,  on  ac- 
count of  his  back  being  fore.  My  friend  Guillemard  intended  at  firft  to 
make  the  tour  from  Lancafter  to  Harrifburg  without  the  fervant,  and 
:to  fend  him  by  the  ftraight  road  to  Northumberland,  but  Jofeph  wiftied 
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to  fee  Lancailer.  Mr.  Guillemard's  kindnefs  could  not  refufe  him  this 
fmall  favour  ;  he  accordingly  fet  out  for  Lancafter  fome  hours  after  us, 
and  brought  the  horfe  thither;  we  had  leflTened  his  burthen,  at  leaft  by 
eighty  pounds,  and  had  fent  feveral  of  Mr.  Guillemard's  efFedls  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  pack-faddle  had  been  mended,  and  yet  the  poor  horfe's 
back  was  worfe  than  before.  This  is  an  accident  truly  difagreeable, 
and  by  no  means  unimportant ;  for  the  difpofition  of  my  fellow  travel- 
ler does  not  allow  us  to  hope  afpeedy  end  to  our  lufferings.  We  muft 
have  patience,  a  virtue  of  material  ufe  in  all  fituations,  while  oa  the 
contrary  impatience  never  ferves  any  good  purpole. 

Liancajier,  the  Wtli  of  May. 

We  reached  Lancafter  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  the  ufual  fupper^ 
time.  The  groom  arrived  the  next  morning  with  the  dilabled  horfe.  A 
delay  in  Lancafter,  while  the  cure  of  the  horfe  was  efFedted,  proved  the 
more  unpleafant,  as  out  of  the  twelve  gentlemen,  to  whom  we  had 
letters  of  introduftion,  three  only  were  in  town.  General  Hand,  who 
lives  a  mile  from  Lancafter,  happened  to  be  there.  We  accordingly 
paid  him  a  vifit,  and  faw  him,  as  well  as  his  lady  and  children.  But, 
by  not  returning  our  vifit,  he  gave  us  a  pretty  clear  proof,  that  he  was 
not  very  defnousof  our  repeating  it.  Mr.  Bridle,  though  in  town,  was  , 
indifpofed  ;  and  Mr.  Montgomery,  to  whom  we  had  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Bridle,  of  Reading,  was  not  at  home,  when  we  called  at  his  houfe. 
This  concurrence  of  unpleafant  circumftances  led  us  to  the  firm  deter- 
mination of  removing  at  once  the  obilacles,  which,  fince  our  departure 
from  Philadelphia,  had  obftruded  the  execution  of  our  plan.  In  oc- 
currences of  a  more  ferious  complexion  than  this  incident,  experience 
has  convinced  me,  that  the  fuccours  of  the  moment,  with  which  irre- 
folute  and  indolent  people  are  fo  well  pleafed,  far  from  aiflually  clear- 
ing the  way  of  difficulties,  merely  places  them  at  a  greater  diftance, 
but,  in  fad,  encreafes  them.  I  was  alfo  fenfible,  that  it  is  by  far  the 
beft  and  eafieft  way,  in  all  fimllar  fituations,  to  do  without  every  thing, 
which  may  prove  troublefome.  My  friend  Guillenaard  is  determined, 
f  to 
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to  acl  upon  the  fame  principle  ;  and  we  have  refolved  to  reduce  our 
bagcrasce  to  what  our  three  horfes  can  conveniently  carry,  and  to  fend 
the  reft  back  to  Philadelphia.  Thus  relieved  from  all  uneafinefs,  our 
minds  will  be  morecaoable  of  receiving  the  new  knowledge,  which  we 
.fliall  ufe  every  oppoitunity  to  colIe<5t,  Here  we  gathered  our  informa- 
tion from  the  landlord's  family  at  the  inn,  where  we  had  put  up. 

This  inn,  the  Swan,  has  been  kept  by  Mr.  Slow  thefe  thirty  years. 
He  was  a  man  of  very  confiderable  property,  but,  feme  time  back,  was 
.much  reduced  by  misfortunes  ;  having  engaged  in  iron-works,  and  other 
bufinefs,  he  was  defrauded,  and  nearly  ruined,  and  found  himfelf  under 
the  necefiity  of  felling  all  the  property  he  had  acquired.  Grief  under- 
rained  his  conftitution  ;  but  his  wife,  polTeffed  of  more  fortitude,  (as 
-women  generally  are^  roufed  his  dejected  fpirits.  His  honefty  had  never 
been  impeached,  and  his  fituation  in  life,  as  innkeeper  and  member  of 
the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  had  made  him  known,  and  had  obtained 
him  friends,  who  affifted  him  with  money,  and  procured  him  credit. 
'One  of  them  purchafed  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  pof- 
feffed  near  Wilkfbarre,  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and,  when  the  bargain 
Avas  ftruck,  told  him,  that  he  (liould  only  conlider  himfelf  as  his 
truftee,  and  return  the  land  for  the  fame  money.  His  circumftances 
'improved  ;  he  has  not  only  repaid  the  money  for  the  lands  near  Wilkf- 
.barre,  which  are  again  in  his  pofTeflion,  but  has  alfo  purchafed  others 
jiear  Northumberland,  married  one  of  his  daughters,  obtained  commif- 
lions  in  the  army  for  two  of  his  fons,  and  thus  recovered  his  former 
profperity.  We  had  letters  to  him  :  he  happened  to  be  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  but  his  wife  and  two  of  his  fons  were  at  home,  who  furnifhed 
us  with,  perhaps,  as  much  information,  as  we  might  have  been  able  to 
procure,  had  we  met  with  all  the  other  perfons  to  whom  we  had  let- 
ters of  recommendation. 

Lancafter  is  the  larg-eft  inland   town   on   the  continent   of  America. 
It  ftands  twenty  miles  from  the  Sufquehannah,  and   half  a  mile  from 
the  Conawango,    a  large  ftream,  flocked  with  fifli,  but  not  navigable. 
This  diftfid  was  prefented  to  the  family  of  Mr.  William  Hamil- 
ton 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEPOUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  41 

TON,  by  the  Penns,  their  relations.  The  town  began  to  be  built  ill 
1731,  with  a  view  of  its  being  the  chief  of  the  county.  The  land  is 
not  fold  by  the  Hamiltons,  but  leafed  out  for  a  ground- rent,  which 
they  have  raifed  in  pi'oportion  to  the  eftcreafed  demands,  and  the  ri- 
fing  price  of  land  in  every  place.  As  W.  Hamilton  has  ftill  a  great 
quantity  of  land  left  about  the  town,  he  difpofes  of  it  in  the  fame 
manner ;  and  his  yearly  income,  compofed  of  unredeemable  rents, 
amounts  at  prefent  to  four  thoufand  dollars.  During  the  war  the 
payment  of  thefe  rents  was  coileded  with  difficulty  ;  Mr.  Hamilton, 
as  well  as  the  family  of  Penn,  belonging  to  the  Tory  party. 

The  population  of  Lancafter  confifts  of  about  fix  or  feven  thousand 
fouls.  Inftead  of  increafing,  it  rather  decreafes  at  prefent,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  continual  emigration  of  fuch  inhabitants,  as  by  their  in- 
duftry  have  acquired  a  fufficient  fortune,  to  purchafe  lands  in  the  lefs  in- 
habited diftridts  of  Pennfylvania,  or  in  the  moft  diftant  part  of  Mary- 
land, and  whom  the  high  price  of  land,  in  the  county  of  Lancafter, 
prevents  from  fettling  here. 

Near  the  town,  and  even  at  fome  diftance  from  it,  the  price  of -land 
is  at  prefent  from  fifty  to  eighty  dollars  per  acre.  Within  thefe  laft 
three  years,  it  has  been  more  than  doubled.  General  Hand  bought, 
five  years  ago,  theeftate  on  which  he  refides,  two  miles  from  the  town, 
for  twenty- five  dollars  per  acre,  and  has  lately  refufed  one  hundred, 
which  were  offered  him.  Mr.  Scott,  fon-in-law  of  Mr.  Slow,  bought 
lately  an  eftate,  for  which  he  paid  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  The 
price  of  land  has  rifen  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion  throughout  Ame- 
rica, at  leaft  in  all  its  cultivated  parts.  Mr.  Slow,  about  five  years 
ago,  purchafed  an  eftate  near  Northumberland  for  forty  fliiUings  per 
acre,  and  laft  year  fold  it  again  for  fifty-four  fiiillings.  With  the  pro- 
fits he  purchafed  a  pretty  little  eftate,  fituate  half  a  mile  from  Lan- 
cafter, between  the  road  and  the  creek. 

This  eftate,  which  contains  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  is  now  in 
■z  fine  ftate  of  cultivation.  About  eighteen  or  twenty  acres  lie  in  grafs, 
^nd  form  the  moft  beautiful  meadows ;  twenty-five  arc  covered  with 
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wood,  and  the  reft  are  under  the  plough.  He  lays  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
tuns  of  dung  on  each  acre  :  no  land  lies  fallow  ;  but  he  entertains  the 
farpe  prejudices  as  the  reft  of  the  farmers  in  favour  of  flat  ridges,  and 
againft  fheep.  His  fon,  in  whofe  company  I  furveyed  the  eftate,  con- 
fefTed,  that  the  theory  and  pradlice  which  prevail  in  Europe  do  not  agree 
with  the  huftiandry  of  the  Americans,  but  he  is  neverthelefs  zealoufl/ 
wedded  to  theii"  prejudices,  and  caufes  them  to  be  clofely  followed,  not 
only  on  his  father's  eftate,  of  which  he  has  the  management,  but  alfo 
on  his  own  near  Northumberland. 

The  land,  in  the  environs  of  Lancafter,  exceeds  in  fertility  that  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Reading.  An  acre  yields,  upon  an  average,*  fif- 
teen bufhels  of  wheat,  and  other  grain  in  proportion. 

Everything  is  much  dearer  in  Lancafter  than  in  Reading.  Day  labour- 
ers are  paid  four  ftiillings  per  day,  and  are  eafily  procured.  The  inhabitants 
are  the  fame  good  natured  kind  of  people  as  at  Reading,  and  equally  la- 
borious. In  the  town,  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  country,  are  a  great 
number  of'  tan-yards,  and  many  mills,  from  which  the  flour  is  fent 
to  Philadelphia  in  waggons.  Returning,  thefe  waggons  commonly 
bring  merchandize,  which  is  expedited  from  this  place  to  every  part  of 
the  back  country.  The  road  has  hitherto  been  very  bad  ;  a  turnpike- 
road,  which  is  about  to  be  made,  and  which  will  probably  be  com- 
pleted this  autumn,  will  doubtlefs  much  facilitate  and  promote  the 
communication.  The  mealmen  feem  already  to  familiarize  themfelves 
with  the  idea  of  paying  an  additional  toll  of  two  or  three  dollars,  and 
of  providing  larger  wheels  for  their  waggons.  If  the  Sufquehannah 
fhall  be  made  navigable  as  far  as  Wright,  an  event  that  cannot  be  far 
diftant ;  the  meal-trade  will  grow  ftill  mote  coufiderable  in  this  dirtriiSl, 
at  leaft  until  the  proje(5led  plan  of  rendering-  the  Suatara  and  the  Dela- 
ware navigable,  by  means  of  the  Schuylkill,  fliall  be  carried  into  efFeft. 

In  a  recently  fettled  and  free  country,  it  is  feldom  poiiible  to  come 
at  any  certain  refults  of  calculations,  relative  to  trade  and  commerce.. 
Thus  the  number  of  waggons,  which  are  fent  from  Philadelphia  to 
Lancafter  and  the  neighbouring  countrj,,  with  flour  and  other  provir 

fion-^ 
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fion,  is  not  exailly  known  ;  yet  it  is  certain,  that  frequently  from  fe- 
venty  to  eighty  waggons  pafs  through  Lancafter  in  a  day,  and  it  is  ge- 
nerally believed,  that  Mr.  Withins,  who  fome  years  back,  at  his  own 
expence,  built  a  bridge  on  the  road  to  Philadelphia,  a  mile  from  Lan- 
cafter,  on  condition  of  his  being  entitled  to  take  a  toll  or  pontage, 
clears  that  way  every  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  fum  he  laid  out  in  conftruding  the  bridge.  A 
perfon  on  horfeback  pays  him  two  pence,  and  a  waggon  eleven  pence, 
though  he  has  a  right  to  take  eighteen  pence  for  the  latter.  The  gen- 
t4emen-who  have  contracted  for  the  conftrudtion  of  the  turnpike-road, 
are  authorized  by  government  to  redeem  the  above  toll  or  pontage,  as 
fbon  as  the  road  fhall  be  completed. 

Though  the  number  of  houfes  does  not  encreafe  at  Lancafter,  yet 
the  town  gains  much  in  outward  appearance.  The  houfes  in  general  are 
larger  than  in  Reading,  and  conftrqdted  either  of  brick  or  ftone.  Rent 
is  much  the  fame  as  at  Reading.  There  are  numerous  quarries  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  which  yield  a  quartzofe  fchifl,  that  is  very  hard, 
yet  eafily  cut,  but  cannot  be  obtained  in  pieces  of  any  large  fize.  This 
ftone  is  fold  bythe  rod,  containing  fixteen  feet  in  length,  eighteen  inches 
high,  and  eighteen  wide ;  the  price  is  one  dollar,  delivered  in  town, 
free  from  expence,  and  a  quarter  of  a  dolhr  to  take  it  out  of  the 
quarry.     The  turnpike-road  has  confiderably  encreafed  its  faie. 

The  difpofition  of  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lancafter  is 
of  the  fame  good  caft  as  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Readins;.  There 
exifts  here,  however,  a  democratic  fociety,  but  it  confifts  only  of  twelve 
members,  not  five  of  whom  ever  attend  the  meetings.  The  enterprifc 
againft  Pittfburg,  which  no  American  mentions  without  confcious 
pride,  efpecially  in  thefe  parts,  where  the  militia  bore  a  fhare  in  it, 
has  ruined  the  Jacobin  clubs  and  focieties.  The  difapprobation  of  the 
Senate,  the  enquiry  fet  on  foot  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
(notwithfiianding  the  propofal  of  the  -committee,  that  they  be  repri- 
manded, was  not  carried)  and  efpecially  the  circumftance,  that  the 
Prefident,  who  is  generally  efteemcd  and  refpeded,  «ay,  revered  to  a 
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degree  of  erithufiafm  in  America,  perfonally  reprobated  them,  have  com- 
pleted their  deftruftion. 

The  city  of  Lancafter  is  furrounded  with   meadows,   which  are  well 
watered.     It  gave  me   much    fatisfaftion   to  fee  a  wheel,  purpofely  de- 
figned  to  raife  the  water  neceffary  for  that  piirpofe.     The  town  itfelf  is 
rather  dull.     It  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  city  than    Reading  ;  the- 
houfes  ftand  nearer  each  other,  and  are  more  numerous  ;  broad  ftone 
pavements,  run  in   front  of  the  houfes,  and   the  ftreets  that   are   not 
paved,  are  at   leaft  covered   with   gravel,    and  kept   clean.      The   fei'- 
fions-houfe  is  a  good  building,  neat  and  elegant.     There  are  two  or 
three  well  built  churches  in  the  town.     The  number  of  places  of  wor- 
fhip  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to  feven.     The  Swan  inn  is  undoubtedly 
better  than  any  inn  in  Philadelphia  ;  lefs  magnificent  than  the  excellent 
Englifh  inns,  yet  of  very  fimilar  defign  ;   none,  at  leaf!:,  can  be  more 
cleanly.     A  great  number  of  fervants  are  kept,  and   the   family  of  the 
landlord,   whofe  manners  befpeak  a  liberal  education,   are  generallv  re- 
fpefted,  and  enjoy  that  confideration,   which  in  all  countries   ftiould  be 
bcftowed  on  honefl  men,  whatever  their  occupations,  if  not  contrary  to 
morality.    Innkeepers  are  here  men  of  the  firft  rank.  How  many  Euro- 
peans would  fhake  their  heads,  were  it  fo  in  their  own  countries  !   It  is  a 
general  cuflom  in  America,  to  dine  with  the  innkeeper  and  his  family, 
and  to  conform  to  the  dinner  hour   which    he  fixes.     This  cuftom, 
which,  at  times,  proves  extremely  difagreeable,  is,  on  the  contrary,  very 
pleafant  in  this  houfe,  for  it  is  impoffible  to  meet  with  a  family  in  all 
America  of  fuperior  breeding,  or   which  forms  a  more  agreeable  fo- 
ciety,  than  that  of  Mr.  Slow, 

One  of  the  two  fons,  who  holds  a  commiffion  in  the  army,  was  at 
home.  He  ferves  in  one  of  the  regiments,  which,  under  the  orders 
of  General  Wayne,  aft  againft  the  Indians,  and  was  wounded  in  an  en- 
gagement lafl  autumriL,  in  which  thofe  people  were  repulfed  by  the 
Americans.  The  particulars  of  this  war  are  by  no  means  intcrefling.. 
The  Americans  fpeak  of  the  ignorance  of  the  Indians,  in  point  of 
taftics,  with  the  fame  contempt  that  the  Englilh  exprefs  for  Ame- 
rican 
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rican   tallies,    and.  the  Pruffians,  Auftrians,  and  French  for  the  tac- 
tical  knowledge  of  the  Englifli.     All  that   I   have  been  able  to  learn 
of   thefe  Indians  interefts   me    in   their  favour.     The  Americans   are 
waging   war  againft   them,  in  order  to   drive  them  out  of  a  country, 
which  belongs  to  them  ;  and  the  Americans,  who  inhabit  the  frontiers, 
are  greater  robbers,  and  more  cruel  than  the  Indians,  againft  whom  it 
is  alleged  as  a  crime,    that  they  exercife  the  right  of  retaliation.     They 
are,  moreover,  incited  by  the  Englifh   againft  the  Americans,    and  be- 
come thus,  in  their  untutored  ftate,  vi61rims  of  the  ambition  and  dif- 
cord  of  thefe  tvs^o  civilised  nations.     Captain   Slow  alTured  me,   that, 
among  the  Indians  flain  on  the  field  of  battle,  many  white  people  have 
been  found,  who  were  EngliOimen  ;  that  many  aftive  officers  on  horfe- 
back  have  been  feen  at  the  head  of  the  Indians,  who  were  alfo  Ensrlifli- 
men,  and  that  the  Indian   army  is   fupported  by  the  Engliili  garrifons.. 
Thefe  alTertions,  however,  tend  merely  to  prove  the  fupineuefs  of  the 
Americans,  both  in  regard  to  the  Englifh;  and  Indians.     Captain  Slow 
aflured   me,    that   even   in   Kentucky,    he   never  met   with   any  land,, 
which,  in  point  of  richnefs,  can  be  compared  with  the   foil  of  thofe 
parts,  efpecially  in  the  country,  on  the  river  Miami ;  that  the  ftratum: 
of  vegetative  earth  is  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  thick  ;  and  that 
the  fields,  in  which  the  Indians  have   fown  maize  and  beans,    befpeak 
a  very  careful  cultivation,    and  promife  the   richeft  crops,    that  ever 
came  within  his  obfervation. 

Before  I  conclude  the  article  of  Lancafter,  I  muft  not  omit  to  men- 
tion two  Frenchmen^  who  have  fettled  here  from  the  French  colonies 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  one  is  a  miniature  painter,  who  fells  his  coarfe 
pictures  for  three  guineas  each,  and  contrives  to  vend  many  ;  the  other 
is  a  very  indifferent  mufician,  who  charges  three  guineas  a  month  for 
his  leffons,  and  has  feveral  pupils.  At  every  ftep  we  take  in  America,, 
either  in  towns  or  in  the  country,  it  becomes  more  and  more  evident, 
that  a,ny  one  may  make  his  fortune,  who  will  take  the  pains  ;  and  no- 
thing can  afford  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  remark',  than  a 
perfonal  acquaintance  with  the  crowd  of  foreigners,  who  enjoy  the  re- 
putation: 
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putation  ot  being  exceedingly  clever,  and  who  are  aniAfilng  fortunes 
under  the  auTpices  of  this  frequently  ufurped  title. 

In  the  inn,  at  Lancafter,  I  met  with  Mr.  Brown,  member  of  the 
Congrefs  for  Kentucky  ;  he  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  where  the 
congrefs  meets  next  month.  I  lifted  him  a  little  rcfpefting  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Kentucky.  The  refult  of  the  information  I  obtained  is,  that 
the  foil  is  every  where  excellent,  and  frequently  yields,  for  iheiirfl:  har- 
veft,  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  ten  bufhels  of  Indian  corn, 
and  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  bufhels  oi  wheat  an  acre.;  that  the  price  of 
land  is  fix  dollars  per  acre,  of  flour  eleven  dollars  per  barrel,  and  of  In- 
dian corn,  one-fixth  of  a  dollar  per  bufliel ;  that  the  population,  which, 
in  1790,  confifted  of  ninety  thoufand  fouls,  amounts  at  prefent  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  ;  that,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year,  twenty- 
five  thoufand  peribns  fettled  there  ;  that  the  Indians  attempt  no  longer 
any  inroads  in  that  part  of  the  United  States,  which,  though  occupied 
the  laft  of  all,  advances  more  rapidly  towards  a  ftate  of  profperity  than 
any  other  diftridl  in  America, 

From  Lancafler  we  proceeded  to  May  Town.  The  road  from  Lan- 
cafter  to  this  place  lies  chiefly  through  a  woody  traft  of  country,  which 
affumes  a  wilder  appearance  than  wo  have  hitherto  feen.  Cultivated 
land  appears  more  rarely  as  we  proceed,  except  a  few  vallies,  which  flill 
lie  in  grafs,  or  are  fown  v/ith  Indian  corn.  In  proportion  as  the  diftance 
from  Lancafler  encreafes,  houfes  of  brick  or  ftone  are  lefs  frequently 
feen.  We  met  with  fcarcely  any  but  log-houfes;  every  where  we 
obferve  German  farms,  fmall  houfes,  and  large  barns.  Cows  and  oxen, 
which  feemed  tolerably  good,  we  found  grazing  in  the  woods  and  near 
the  road ;  and  alfo  faw,  at  times,  fheep,  but  never  more  than  eight  or  ten 
of  them  together.  From  their  thicknefs,  you  would  fuppofe  the  woods 
to  be  no  more  than  thirty  years  old  :  and  yet  it  is  highly  improbable, 
that  new  plantations  fhould  have  been  made  at  a  time  when  wood-lands 
were  every  where  converted  into  tillage-ground.  Thefc  woods,  as 
well  as  thofe  which  feem  older,  confift  of  oak,  hickory,  black  afh, 
acacia,  chefnut,  cherry  and  apple-trees,  a  few  fpindle- trees,  fome  ce- 
dars, 
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dars,  and  Weymouth-pines.  Were  it  not  for  the  known  partiality  of 
man  for  whatever  it  is  difficult  to  procure,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  ac- 
count for  the  introdu(£lion  of  the  Italian  poplar  into  America,  which 
abounds  in  fo  great  a  variety  of  beautiful  trees,  as  may  well  excite  the 
envy  of  Europe.  Great  numbers  of  thefe  poplars,  which  lerve  for  not 
one  ufeful  purpofe,  have  been  planted  in  America.  They  border  all 
the  flreets  in  Philadelphia,  and  all  the  roads  about  the  town. 

All  the  cultivated  land  between  Lancafter  and  May  Town  is  inclofed 
with  fences  of  dry  wood,  which  fpoil  the  landfcape,  and  confume  vaft 
quantities  of  timber,  though  it  already  begins  to.  grow  dear.  Sooner  or 
later  this  ufelefs  wafte  will  certainly  be  regretted. 

May  Town  is  a  fmall  village,  fixteen  miles  from  Lancafter,  built 
on  a  fpot  entirely  without  water,  where  either  chance,  or  the  intereft 
of  a  few  individuals,  threw  together  a  dozen  houfes,  the  number  of 
which  has  not  been  encreafed  lincc  the  origin  of  the  eftablifhment, 
and,  to  all  appearance,  never  will  be.  This  little  village  is  inhabit- 
ed entirely  by  Germans,  who  have  ftill  remained  fuch.  Land  in  this 
neighbourhood  cofts  twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  an  acre,  and  is  in  a  to- 
lerable flateof  cultivation. 

The  road  from  May  Town  to  Middle  Town  becomes  more  dreary 
and  unpleafant  as  we  proceed  ;  fix  miles  from  the  former  place  w^e 
fell  in  with  the  fuperb  river  Sufquehannah,  on  a  fpot  where  the  ra- 
pids proceeding  from  the  Conawango  render  it  unnavigable,  or,  at  leaft, 
the  navigation  fo  extremely  dangerous,  that  it  is  attempted  but  by  very 
few  veffels.  In  order  to  free  this  navigation  from  all  danger,  which  is 
of  the  utmoft  importance  both  to  the  prefent  and  the  future  wealth 
and  profperity  of  the  country,  a  canal  has  been  begun,  which  will  run 
half  a  mile  above  and  below  thefe  rapids,  and  thus  keeps  the  navigation 
open  at  all  times  for  veffels  to  work  up  or  drop  down  the  river. 
This  canal,  the  undertaking  of  a  private  gentleman,  to  whom  the  flate 
ef  Pennfylvania  has  advanced  thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars,  and  alfo  granted  leave  to  eflablifli  a  toll,  is  nearly 
completed.  Nothing  remains  to  be  conftruded  but  the  locksj  yet  a  dif- 
ference 
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ference  of  opinioti  exifts  as  to  the  time  of  its  completion.  We  intended 
to  view  the  canal  ;  but  my  fellow-traveller  being  a  little  indifpofed,  we 
were  the  more  ready  to  give  up  this  projed,  as  from  a  view  of  the  canal 
we  could  not  have  derived  any  additional,  or  more  exa6t  information, 
than  we  had  already  obtained. 

The  road  from  this  place  to  Middle  Town  afTumes  a  wilder  and  more 
romantic  appearance  at  every  ftep  we  advance.  The  forefls  and  rocks 
reach  down  to  the  Sufquehannah.  A  great  number  of  trees,  waflied 
loofe  by  the  water  a  long  time  ago,  lie,  half  rotten,  along  the  banks 
of  the  river ;  others  lie  rooted  up,  broken,  or  felled  in  the  midft  of  the 
wood,  without  its  having  occurred  to  any  one,  to  ufe  them  for  any  be- 
neficial purpofe  ;  and  they  have  been  fufFered  to  lie  here,  to  be  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  by  the  firft  comer.  The  oppofite  bank  is  likewife  covered 
with  wood,  and  bounded  by  mountains  of  no  confiderable  height.  From 
time  to  time  we  faw,  through  viftas  naturally  opening  among  them,  the 
Blue  Mountains.  The  river  is,  in  general,  from  two  to  three  thoufand 
fathoms  broad,  full  of  confiderable  iflets,  which  are  of  an  irregular  level 
at  the  furface,  and  encreafe  the  width  of  its  bed.  It  is  full  three  miles 
broad,  exclufive  of  an  iflet  in  it,  at  the  fpot  where  the  Suatara  falls  into  it. 

Middle  Town  is  feated  on  the  latter,  about  half  a  mile  diflant  from 
its  confluence  with  the  Sufquehannah.  From  the  above-mentioned 
rapids  of  the  Coxiawango  ufually  interrupting  the  navigation  on  this 
large  river.  Middle  Town  becomes  the  florehoufe  of  all  the  grain,  which 
is  produced  in  the  country  fituate  along  its  upper  courfe,  and  not  con- 
fumed  there.  From  one  hundred  and  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  are  yearly  bought  up  by  the  corn-dealers, 
on  the  fpot  where  it  grows,  conveyed  to  Middle  Towii,  and  depo- 
fited  in  granaries  there.  The  millers  of  the  furrounding  country 
ufually  buy  it  here,  grind  it  into  flour,  and  fend  it  to  Philadelphia. 
The  grand  projeft  of  inland  navigation,  for  the  execution  of  which  the 
government  of  Pennfylvania  has  granted  a  lottery,  is  defigned  to  join 
the  Suatara  with  the  Schuylkill,  by  means  of  a  canal  of  about  fixty  miles 
ill  length,  a  third  of  which  is  already  completed.     In  regard  to  that 

part, 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEPOUCAUI.T  XIANCOURT-  4g 

part,  indeed,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  common  welfare  has  been 
chiefly  attended  to  by  thole,  who  were  entrufted  with  the  management 
of  this  important  concern.  When  this  canal  fliall  be  finiflied,  the  flour, 
which  is  now  carried  to  Philadelphia  by  land-conveyance,  will  be 
tranfported  thither  by  water,  with  much  lefs  trouble  and  expence.  The 
carriage  amounts,  at  prefent,  from  fourteen  and  a  half  to  fifteen  Shil- 
lings per  barrel. 

The  completion  of  the  canal  is  much  wiflied  for  at  Middle  Town, 
as  the  inhabitants  hope  to  derive  from  it  advantages,  which  muft  en- 
creafe  in  proportion  as  the  diftrifts,  that  fend  their  grain  thither, 
fhall  become  more  populous,  and  confequently  attain  a  higher  ftate  of 
cultivation.  The  banks  of  the  Suatara,  as  far  as  we  have  feen  them, 
are  truly  delightful.  This  river,  though  called  here  but  a  creek,  is  as 
broad  as  the  Seine  near  Rouen.  On  the  northern  bank,  from  its  mouth 
up  to  Middle  Town,  ftand  fome  alehoufes  and  warehoufes  to  receive  the 
grain,  as  it  arrives.  A  little  farther  up  flands  the  mill  of  Mr.  Frey, 
a  German,  advanced  in  years,  who  fettled  here  as  a  miller,  about  ten 
years  ago.  This  mill,  which  has  four  courfes,  is  of  a  happy  and  Am- 
ple conftrucSlion  ;  all  the  operations  upon  the  corn,  as  well  as  the  meal, 
are  effe£led  by  machines,  with  the  fole  exception  of  the  bolting,  which 
is  done  nearly  as  in  London,  and  at  the  Perriers',  in  Paris.  The  ma- 
nagement of  this  operation  is  confided  to  a  lad,  who  receives  the  meal 
craned  up  in  tubs,  fpreads  it  out  on  the  loft,  and  diflributes  it  among 
the  different  meal  bags.  "  Mr.  Frey,"  he  faid,  "  is  no  friend  of 
Evans's  machine ;  he  does  not  like  the  conftru£lion."  This  was  the 
only  motive  I  could  learn.  The  mill  grinds  for  Mr.  Frey  himfelf 
about  thirty  thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  a  year ;  he  fends  the  flour  as 
far  as  Newport.  Four  journeymen  and  one  apprentice  do  the  bufinefs 
about  the  mill;  they  are  all  Germans ;  their  wages  are  from  feven  to 
ten  dollars  per  month  ;  they  feem  fenfible.and  adlive  people.  Mr.  Frey 
keeps,  independent  of  the  mill,  which  alfo  grinds  corn  for  the  public, 
a  fhop  in  the  city,  which  is  about  a  'quarter  of  a  mile  diftant.     His 

H  houfe 
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houfe  is  the  only  flone  building  in  the  town,  which  contains  about 
thirty  houfes  built  with  wood. 

From  its  fituation  and  trade.  Middle  Town  fliould  be  the  chief  town 
of  the  county;  but,  in  this  cafe,  Mr.  Frey  would  have  been  obliged  to 
lacrifice  about  three  or  four  ground  fhares  for  the  ere£lion  of  public 
buildings,  which  he  did  not  choofe  to  do,  though  he  poiTeiTes  a  great 
many  fhares.  Harrifburg  is  therefore  become  the  chief  town  of  the 
county.  The  inhabitants  of  Middle  Town  and  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try, we  may  eafily  conceive,  are  highly  difpleafed  with  old  Mr.  Frey, 
for  having  thus  neglefted  the  interefts  of  the  town  ;  but  he  laughs  at 
them,  becaufe  he  is  rich,  and  grows  daily  richer,  by  felling  them  his 
decayed  flores. 

The  price  of  land  is  here  from  twelnty-feven  to  thirty  dollars.  A 
day  labourer  gets  three  fliillings  and  nine  pence  per  day,  and  beef  fells 
at  five  pence  per  pound.  The  inn,  where  we  took  up  our  quarters,  is 
good;  but  on  our  going  to  reft,  a  ftranger  entered  our  bed-room,  ac- 
cording to  x^merican  cuftom,  to  go  to  bed,  and  we  were  told,  that  we 
might  think  ourfelves  extremely  fortunate,  that  we  were  not  obliged 
to  fhare  one  of  our  beds  with  him. 

Middle  Town  is  diftant  twenty-feven  miles  from  Lancafter.  Three 
Frenchmen  have  fettled  in  this  fmall  place.  One  is  a  goldfmith  and  watch- 
maker, and  is  faid  to  have  much  bufinefs  ;  another  is  a  phyfician,  and 
earns  likewife  his  fubfiftence  ;  the  calling  of  the  third  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn;  he  probably  affifts  the  other  two  in  confuming  their  earn- 
ings. We  have  experienced  here  a  fcorching  heat,  and  frequently  two 
thunder-ftorms  in  one  day;  the  falling  of  rain  always  encreafes  tha 
heat. 

Wednefday,  the  13///  of  May. 

Mr.  Harris,  lord  of  the  manor  on  which  Harrifburg  ftands,  availed 
himfelf  of  Mr.  Frey's  error,  to  procure  his  town  the  advantages,  that 
the  former  negle6led.  No  fooner  was  it  in  contemplation,  to  form 
tKe  trad  of  country,  fepa rated  from  Lancafter,  into  a  diftin(5l,  county, 

than 
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than  he  offered  to  the  government  of  Pennfylvania,  to  facrifice  not  only 
a  toll  on  the  Sufquehannah,  of  which  he  was  poiTefTecl,  and  the  profits 
of  which  he  lawfully  enjoyed,  but  alfo  feveral  thoufand  acres  of  Lind, 
in  and  about  the  town,  referving  to  himfelf  only  twenty  ground  fliares. 
This  offer  induced  the  government  of  Pennfylvania,  to  make  this  the 
chief  town  of  the  county,  though  it  has  neither  an  anchoring  place  for 
the  fliips,  that  fail  up  and  down  the  river,  nor  can  afford  them  the 
fmallcfl  (helter.  The  new  county  obtained  the  name  of  Dauphin. 
The  firfl  houfes  were  built  here  in  1785  ;  and  their  number  at  prefent 
amounts  to  three  hundred*  The  formation  of  this  town  being  of  a 
more  recent  date  than  that  of  any  other,  the  buildings  were,  from  the 
very  firfl,  of  a  better  conftruftion  than  any  where  elfe ;  and  fuch  as 
were  not  originally  good  houfes,  have  fuice  been  rebuilt.  Very  few 
log-houfes  are,  therefore,  to  be  found  in  Harriiburg  :  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, many  fubftantial  and  handfome  edifices  ;  and  though  this  town 
is  fmaller,  and  of  later  eflablifhment  than  Reading  and  many  other 
places,  yet  it  is  more  compact,  and  has  a  much  better  appearance.  A 
malignant  epidemic  fever  has  made  the  fame  havoc  in  Harrifburg,  as  the 
yellow  fever  did  in  Philadelphia,  and  for  a  v\'hole  twelvemonth  checked 
the  progrefs  of  building.  As  the  fever  did  not  return  laftyear,  however, 
building  is  again  going  on  ;  but  the  prejudice  of  the  town  being  infalu- 
brious  itill  remains,  whether  it  be  really  fo,  or,  as  the  inhabitants  affirm, 
merely  a  fcandalous  report,  propagated  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  neigh- 
bouring towns.  The  unhealthinefs,  of  the  place  being  imputed  to  the 
flagnation  of  fome  water,  which  was  made  to  turn  a  mill,  it  was  propofed 
to  the  miller,  to  throw  down  the  dam,  and  an  indemnification  was  offer- 
ed him.  He  demanded,  lafl  year,  four  thoufand  dollars;  but  this  fum 
not  having  been  raifed  foon  enough,  in  his  opinion,  he  this  year  raifed 
his  demand  in  proportion  to  the  encreafed  defire  of  deflroyi-ng  his  dam, 
and  infiil:ed  on  the  payment  of  eleven  thoufand  dollars.  The  inhabi- 
tants, enraged  at  this  exorbitant  demand,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ear- 
neftly  wifliing  for  the  demolition  of  the  dam,  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
deftroy  it,  and  appointed  a  commifTion,  to  award  a  jufl  indemtiification 

Hz  to 
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to  the  miller,  which  has  been  determined  at  the  fum  he  firft  demanded. 
All  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have  concurred  in  this  proceeding,  which, 
though  not  to  be  applauded,  is  lefs  cenfurable,  on  account  of  the  mil- 
ler's enorm.ous  rapacity.  The  unanimity,  with  which  this  tranfadlion 
was  accomplifhed,  enlures  its  impunity;  and  the  miller  will  be  cautious 
of  entering  upon  a  profecution,  as  the  grand  jury  would  certainly  throw 
out  his  bill.  He  has  no  one  to  blame  but  himfelf  for  the  deftruction  of 
his  dam  ;  and  the  public  opinion,  which,  by  a  more  prudent  conduifi,  he 
might  lafl:  year  have  engaged  in  his  favour,  is  now  decidedly  againft  him. 
Yet  with  many  of  the  demolifliers  themfelves  it  remains  a  matter  of 
doubt,  whether  the  demolition  of  the  dam  have  any  way  increafed  the 
falubrity  of  the  place. 

A  prifon  and  a  feflions-houfe  have  been  built  at  Harrifburg,  and  a 
plan  is  in  agitation  to  form  an  anchorage  for  fhips.  The  inhabitants 
exert  their  utmoft  efforts,  to  procure  to  this  place  all  the  advantages  of 
which  it  is  fufceptible,  and  even  indulge  a  hope,  that  the  feat  of  the 
government  of  the  ftate  will  be  removed  to  their  town.  They  form  a 
central  point,  at  leaft  for  the  population  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  are  lefs 
diftant  from  the  remote  weftern  parts  than  any  other  county  on  this 
lide  the  Sufquehannah,  and  on  thefe  local  advantages  they  ground  their 
hopes.  It  is,  however,  to  be  wiihed,  that  their  notion,  of  determin- 
ing the  feat  of  the  legiflature  by  a  pair  of  compafTes,  may  be  confined  to 
men  who  cannot  influence  the  decifion  ;  and  that  it  may  be  rightly  un- 
derftood,  how  much  better  it  is  for  the  deputies  to  travel  one  hundred 
miles  further,  than  to  remove  the  feat  of  government  from  Philadel- 
phia, which  is  the  mofl  populous  city,  and  the  only  trading  town 
in  Pennfylvania,  and  which  confequently  forms  that  point,  where  the 
beft  information  is  in  unifon  with  the  moft  important  interefts. 

The  public  expenditure,  neceilary  in  this  newly  formed  county, 
caufes  the  taxes  to  be  fomewhat  hio;her  than  in  the  counties  of  Lan- 
cafler  and  Berks  ;  the  difference  may  be  a  fhilling  in  the  pound.  Un- 
Icfs  you  chance  to  meet  with  a  commifTioner  of  taxes,  the  exa(5i:  pro- 
portion is  not  to  be  afcertained,  as  a  general  ignorance  on  the   fubje*5t 

every 
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every  where  prevails.  The  taxes,  however,  are  generally  deemed  very 
light,  even  by  thofe  who  pay  them,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  ftrongeft 
proof  that  they  are  fo. 

The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harrifburg  confifts  of  Germans 
and  Irifnmen,  firmly  attached  to  government,  fenfible,  and  induftri- 
ous.  The  number  of  inns  in  America  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  that 
in  Europe.  This  place  contains  no  lefs  than  thirty-eight.  It  has 
twenty- live  or  thirty  fhops,  where  may  be  found  all  forts  of  merchan- 
dize, procured  from  Philadelphia  on  twelve  or  eighteen  months  credit, 
and  of  which  the  Ihop-keepers  rapidly  difpofe  at  double  or  treble  their 
prime  coft. 

The  price  of  ground-fhares  in  the  town  of  Harrifburg  is  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  dollars.  The  land  in  the  furround- 
ing  country  is  good  ;  its  price  is  from  thirty-two  to  forty-eight  dollars 
an  acre ;  day-labourers  are  paid  here  three  fhillings  and  fix-pence  a  day 
with  their  board,  or  five  fhillings  without  it. 

The  Sufquehannah  near  Harrifburg  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  breadth  :  in  fummer  it  is  frequently  fordable.  The  navigation  is 
extremely  dangerous  for  feveral  months,  in  confequence  of  fome  rapid 
currents,  and  never  fafe  except  in  fpring  and  autumn,  when  the  water 
is  fufficiently  high  to  cover  the  rocks,  v/hich  become  more  numerous 
at  the  point  where  the  Juniata  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah,  nine  miles 
above  Harrifburg,  and  greatly  encreafe  the  dangers  of  the  navigation. 
The  government  of  Pennfylvania  has  offered  eight  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  for  clearing  the  river  of  thefe  rocks  from  the  above  point  down 
to  Middle  Town  ;  but  hitherto  no  one  has  ventured  upon  this  enter- 
prize.  I  entertain  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  this  vafl  undertaking 
will  fhortly  be  accompliflied,  though  the  fum  hitherto  offered  may  not 
be  fufficient,  but  mufl  probably  be  increafed.  The  induflry  and  pro- 
fperity  of  Pennfylvania  will,  in  time,  overcome  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  difadvantages,  which  have  heretofore  been  deemed  infuperable.  A 
Frenchman  refides  at  prefent  at  Harrifburg,  who  was  born  in  France, 
but  came  hither  from  Martinico.     He  is  a  Phyfician,  and  though  he 
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fpeaks  but  little  Englifh,  and   has  refiJed  here   only  a  few  months,  en- 
joys already  confiderable  praiflice. 

We  had  a  letter  to  General  Hannah  ;  and  as  we  intended  to  flop 
here  but  a  few  hours,  we  delivered  it  as  foon  as  we  alighted  from  our 
horfes.  General  Hannah  is  a  man  of  about  thirty-fix  or  thirty-eight 
years  of  age,  and  Brigadier  General  of  the  Militia.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Senate  for  Pennfylvania,  but  went  out  by  rotation  laft  autumn. 
Before  he  was  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  he  was  a  lawyer  ; 
but  he  has  fince  relinquifhed  that  profeflion,  and  has  commenced  far- 
mer. He  has  married  a  daughter  of  old  Mr.  Harris,  the  founder  of 
the  town,  and  appears  to  be  an  upright,  worthy  charadler.  Not  being 
prepared  to  give  us  a  dinner,  as  we  came  unexpectedly,  he  offered  to 
attend  us  to  our  evening  quarters,  feven  miles  from  this  town,  as  fome 
token  of  refped  for  the  letter  of  introdudion  which  we  brought  him. 
As  our  horfes  wanted  fhoeing,  we  were  obliged  to  make  him  wait  fome 
time,  which  we  paffed  in  the  true  American  flyle,  quaffing  a  bottle  of 
Madeira  and  fmoaking  fegars.  The  general  is  not  fond  of  them, 
but  prefers  chewing  tobacco ;  yet,  from  motives  of  politenefs,  he 
fmoaked  with  us.  Being  at  our  lodgings  we  propofed  as  a  toaft, 
"  the  President,"  upon  which  he  immediately  gave,  "  J.^a  Fayette." 
I  notice  this  trifling  circumftance,  to  introduce  once  more  the  remark, 
that  La  Fayette  is  conftantly  toafled  next  to  the  Prefident,  which,  in 
my  judginent,  reflects  honour  on  America. 

We  took  up  OUT  quarters  at  Mac  Alister's.  General  Hannah  is 
acquainted  with  him,  and  being  informed  of  my  wifh  to  coUeft  authentic 
agricultural  information,  he  was  defirous  of  introducing  me  to  one  ol 
thefe  gentlemen,  who  are  moft  able  to  Impart  it,  Mac  Alifler  is  a  farmer, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  proprietor  of  a  corn-mill,  a  faw-mill,  a  diftillcry, 
and  an  inn.  He  is  the  fame  on  whom  Cooper,  in  his  "  Account  of 
America,"  beflowsfo  much  praife.  Mac  Allfler  is  an  aftive,  cnterpriz- 
U)g,  induftrious,  and  intelligent  man.  About  eleven  years  ago  he  bought 
.the  ground,  on  which  he  has  formed  the  feveral  different  eftablifhments 
of  his  indullry.     Thefe  are  all  in  a   thriving  way.     His  eftate  confifls 
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of  about  three  hundred  acres,  which  are  partly  hemmed  in  between 
the  blue  and  fecond  mountains;  but,  for  the  moll:  part,  are  fituate  on 
the  blue  mountains.  The  cultivated  ground  amounts  in  the  whole  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  fifty  of  which  are  laid  out  in  artificial 
meadows,  and  thirty- fix  in  orchards  for  apple  and  peach-trees.  The 
meadows  are  beautiful,  and  the  fields  in  good  order.  He  extols  them 
far  above  all  other  fields  in  America,  but  we  have  met  with  fome,  even 
in  the  vicinity  of  Reading,  and  in  the  county  of  JLancafter,  which  are 
beyond  comparifon  better  than  his.  He  affured  us,  that  he  never  lays 
dung  on  any  part  of  his  land  but  meadows,  which  he  alfo  waters  ;  and. 
that  his  only  manure  for  land,  which  hefows  with  corn  or  clover,  con- 
fifts  infowingit  with  clover  three  years  fucceffively,  and  plovuing  down 
the  clover  whilft  it  is  in  bloflbm.  By  his  affertion  his  land  yields  ge- 
nerally fixty  bufhels  an  acre  of  maize,  or  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat,  but 
it  has  not  the  appearance  of  producing,  fuch  confiderablc  crops.  He 
fows  a  larger  proportion  of  grain  than  is  ufual  in  this  country;  but  thi&- 
is  not  always  a  certain  method  of  obtaining  a  rich  harvefl.  His  orchards 
are  uncommonly  fine ;.  he  makes  as  good  cyder  as  I  have  ever  tailed  in.. 
America.  He  finds  labourers  in  abundance,  and  pays. them  at  prefent 
three  fhiUings  a  day  ;  becaufe,  from,  the  prefent.  high  value  of  corn,  the 
price  of  day-labour  has  riferi.  one  fhilling.. 

The  price  of  the  neighbouring  lands  is  eight  dollars  an  acre  if  CC' 
vered  with  wood,  and  fifty  dollars  if  they  be  cleared,  and  in  any  de* 
gree  cultivated.  He  keeps  no  fheep,  at  leafl:  not  above  twenty  ;  be- 
caufe, as  he  told  us,  they  do  not  yield  him  fo  much  profit  as  his  mea- 
dows, which  produce  two  tuns  and  half  of  hay  per  acre,  worth  twenty* 
five  dollars.  For  the  fame  reafon  he  fattens  no  cattle.  His  ridf:;es  ars 
as  flat  as  thofe  of  other  farmers,  and  his  dung  is  badly  managed,  though 
he  ufes  a  great  deal  on  the  land  ;  he  lays  fometimes  twenty  loads  cr 
thirty  tuns  of  dung  on  an  acre.  His  mill  is  a  very  indltferent  one  in- 
deed ;  but  he  alTures  me,  that  he  means  foon  to  build  a  new  one,  which 
will  greatly  excel  that  of  Mr.  Frey,  in  Middle  Town.  The  prefent: 
mill  has  two  courfes.,  which  generally  grind  corn,  of  his  own,  but  are 
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at  times  employed  for  the  public,  and  are  frequently  fet  to  pulverize 
plafter  of  Paris,'  which  he  mixes  with  his  feed.  He  informed  us,  that 
he  grinds  fifteen  thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat  a  year  on  his  own  ac- 
count ;  but,  on  comparing  his  mill  with  that  of  Frey,  which  grinds  no 
more  in  proportion  without  ever  ftopping,  I  feel  inclined  to  doubt  the  ve- 
racitv  of  his  ailertion.  He  fends  his  meal  in  waggons  to  Philadelphia,  the 
carriage  of  which  amounts,  at  times,  to  feventeen  flilllings  per  barrel. 
His  faw-mill  is  almoft  conftantly  going.  The  logs  are  floated  down 
the  river  from  the  upper  country  when  the  water  is  high  ;  and  he  cuts 
them  into  planks,  which  he  fells  on  the  fpot ;  deals  at  fix  fhillings  per 
hundred,  and  other  planks  at  eight  fhillings.  Thefe  prices  are  the 
fame  as  at  Harriiburg.  His  whilky  alfo  is  fold  on  the  fpot ;  and  the 
grain  for  the  diftillery  he  receives  likewife  from  the  upper  country.  A 
bufliel  of  rye  yields  about  three  gallons  of  whifky  ;  and  he  diftils  yearly 
four  thoufand  gallons.  He  makes  fpirit  from  his  cyder  too  ;  but, 
fuch  is  the  power  of  habit,  that  cyder  whilky,  which,  in  Jerfey,  fells 
at  five  fhillings  per  gallon,  while  corn-whi(ky  is  worth  only  four  and 
fixpence,  cofts,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin,  only  three  fliillings  and 
iixpence,  and  corn-whifky  five  fhillings. 

This  important  fettlement  ftands  on  a  wild,  romantic  fpot,  at  the  en- 
trance of  a  narrow  vale,  covered  with  wood,  and  fituate  on  a  rapid 
creek,  that  dafhes  along  over  rocks,  where  decayed  trees,  either  felled 
by  the  hand  of  man,  or  rooted  up  by  the  wind,  are  fcattered  in  every 
direftion.  The  various  buildings,  of  which  the  fettlement  confifls,  are 
of  wood  ;  they  arc  all,  with  the  fingle  exception  of  the  inn,  log- 
houfes,  more  or  lefs  rudely  formed.  The  houfes  of  the  labourers  fland 
on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  in  the  precindts  of  Fort  Hunter,  which 
was  eredled  a  long  time  ago  by  the  Englifh  for  defence  againfl:  the  in- 
roads of  the  Indians.  Mac  Alifler  intends  greatly  to  embellifh  his  build- 
ings, and  confiderably  to  improve  his  eflate,  particularly  by  the  culture 
of  the  vine.  From  what  he  has  already  done,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred, 
that  he  will  alio  fucceed  in  his  future  undertakings.  He  is  a  man  of 
an  acute,  well-informed  mind,  fuch  as  we  Ihould  hardly  expe6l  to  find 
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in  an  American  farmer,  fhut  up  in  mountainous  wilds.  Yet  his  fclf-love 
and  vanity  keep  pace  with  his  merits,  and  frequently  detract  from  the 
latter,  by  exaggerating  them.  For  the  fame  reafon  his  aflcrtions  are  not 
to  be  received  as  abfolately  certain,  nor  are  we  to  wonder  at  being  oc- 
cafionally  deceived  by  a  man,  who  is  conftantly  deceiving  himfcif. 

Thurfday,   the  \Alh  of  May. 

Five  or  fix  ranges  of  heights  run  in  parallel  directions,  more  or  lefs 
diftant,  from  Harrllburg  to  Sunbury ;  round  feveral  of  thefe  the  road 
•winds,  particularly  the  Blue  Mountains  and  Second  Mountains,  making 
an  undulation  alonq;  the  banks  of  the  river,  while  it  rifcs  over  others. 
Thefe  Blue  Mountains,  which  catch  the  eye,  on  opening  any  defcrip- 
tion  whatever  of  America,  are  like  all  the  others,  with  which  they 
are  connected,  a  mere  ridge  of  high  hills,  through  which  the  Sufque- 
hannah  feems  to  have  worked  out  his  bed.  Their  fummits  have  not 
that  rife  and  fall,  w'hich  is  common  to  the  generality  of  chains  of  moun- 
tains, but  form  one  uninterrupted  line,  without  the  leaft  variety,  in 
point  of  elevation.  The  trees,  with  which  they  are  all  uniformly  co- 
vered, may  probably  contribute,  in  fome  meaiure,  to  give  them  this 
monotonous  appearance.  The  Blue  Mountains  are  not  the  higheft, 
over  which  the  road  leads ;  the  Peter^  and  Mahailgoning  Mountains  far 
exceed  them  in  height,  though  they  are  much  lowxr  than  the  Voghefian 
Mountains.  You  pafs  them  by  a  road,  which,  though  very  ftony,  is  y-et 
tolerably  good ;  its  declivity,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  places,  is  not 
A-ery  fteep.  Thefe  mountains  are  covered  with  wood ;  where  this. ha's 
been  cut  down,  a  view  of  the  Sufquehannah  opens  at  times,  or  the 
eye  repofes  on  fome  cultivated  fpots.  The  w'hole  road  lies  through 
one  uninterrupted  forefi:.  Another  road,  which  does  not  lead  o\  cr  the 
mountains,  runs  parallel  to  the  courfe  of  the  river ;  and  though  the 
latter  road  be  more  pleafant,  affording  a  profpe6l  of  the  confluence  of 
the  Juniata  and  Sufquehannah,  yet  we  preferred  the  former,  from  the 
more  frequent  opportunities  which  it  affordi^  of  obtaining  a  knowledge 
of  the  country. 

I  At 
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At  no  great  diflance  from  Mac  Aiifter's  habitation,  pines  are  the  pre- 
vailing trees  ;  and  a  great  many  flowers  and  herbs  grow  in  this  foreft, 
which  are  unknown  in  Europe. 

Honeyfuckles  are  found  in  almoft  every  wood.  The  bloiToms  are  longer 
than  in  our  gardens,  but  they  have  the  fame  fliape,  and  nearly  the  fame 
fragrance.  The  fhrubs,  on  which  they  grow,  are  much  lower  than 
thofe  reared  by  art ;  they  have  longer  indented  leaves  than  the  latter  ; 
and  though  I  have  frequently  found  them  near  large  trees,  yet  I  never 
faw  the  plants  leaning  for  fupport  towards  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  Trees, 
rooted  up  by  the  wind,  which  in  their  fall  have  often  brought  others 
to  the  ground,  continue  on  the  fame  fpot  until  they  are  rotten :  they 
frequently  obftru6l  the  paflage,  but  the  traveller  makes  a  new  path, 
by  going  round  them,  and  this  becomes  the  common  road. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  long  journey  through  forefts,  we  faw  the  coun- 
try in  its  firft  fhage  of  cultivation.     We  found  a  few  ftraggling   houfes, 
one  or  two  miles  diftant  from  each  other ;  the  greateft  number  are  yet 
Tinfinlflied.      They   are   log-houfes,    with    the   interftices   between    the 
trunks  filled  up  with   earth.     Some  have   been  ftanding  there  feveral 
years,  and  are  rather  more  covered.     Maize  is  the  general  produce.  The 
habitations  ftand  chiefly  in  vallies,  on  a  brook  or  creek.     The  new  fet- 
tlers  begin  their  operations  by  building  a  houfe,  by  felling  trees,  or  paring 
off  the  bark  all  around  the  tree,  about  five  or  fix  inches  in  breadth,  by 
breaking  up  the  ground,  on  which  they  ftand,  to  fow  a  little  corn,  and 
by  fencing  the  ground,  thus   cleared,   with   a  part   of  the   felled  trees. 
The  land  firft  cleared  is   generally  laid   out  as  an  orchard,  one  being 
annexed  to  every  habitation.     Moft  of  the   houfes  have  a  mean   ap- 
pearance ;    the   inhabitants  are   badly  clothed,  but  every  thing   around 
them   is  their  own   property.     Land,  recently  cleared,  is   every  where 
good;  and  the  two  or  three   acres,  which  have  been  firfl;   broken  up, 
aflbrd  crops  fufliciently  rich  to  fupply  tlie  inhabitants  till  further  cultiva- 
tion takes  place.     This  confideration   fomewhat  relieves  the  mind,  de- 
prefled  by  the  view  of  thefe  melancholy  manfions.     The   roads   are,  in 
general,  better  than  might  be  expeAed  ;  here  and  there  ftony,  and  rather 
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deep,  but  by  no  means  dangerous.  In  this  mountainous  country  we  have 
even  met  with  good  roads  feveral  miles  in  length,  formed  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  and  which  remain  undamaged  by  the  tracks  of  large  waggons. 
There  are  places  where  the  road  appears  to  encroach  upon  the  Sufque- 
hannah  itfelf ;  being  formed  of  trees  thrown  down  with  their  branches 
on,  and  the  interftices  filled  up  with  fragments  of  ftone  from  the  rocks, 
againft  which  the  road  is  made.  The  views  here  are  far  lefs  pic'iurefque, 
and  all  the  roads  much  lefs  bold,  and  lefs  pleafingly  awful,  than  thofe 
which  we  find  in  fome  parts  of  Switzerland,  the  fubhme  grandeur  of - 
which  is  above  all  comparifon. 

Inns  arc  by  no  means  numerous  on  the  road  we  have  lately  travelled. 
Formerly  there  were  inns  at  this  place  ;  but  as  a  certain  fum  is  annually- 
paid  to  the  ftate  for  a  licence,  and  as  the  profits  are  not  equal  to  their 
cxpence,  few  perfons  undertake  fo  unprofitable  an  employment.  We 
pafi!ed  one  about  twelve  miles  from  Mac  Alifl:er's  habitation,  which  is  the 
only  one  on  this  road,  in  a  trad;  of  country  twenty-two  miles  in  extent. 
All  the  intermediate  inns  have  been  Ihut  up  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  an  old  German's,  who,  after  having  ferved  in 
Canada    in  the  war  of  1758,  as  a  private  foldier,  in   an   Englifla  regi- 
ment, fettled,  at  the  conclufion  of  peace,  on  the  fpot  where  he  ftill  re- 
iides ;  the  government  of  Pennfylvania  having  granted   him   the  land, 
which  forms  his  efiate.     Here  he  lived  unmolefled  until  the  beginning 
.of  the  war  of  the  revolution  ;  when  the  Indians,  at  that  time  Itimulated 
and  paid  by  England,  drove  him  from  his  plantation.     When  peace  was 
cftablifhed,  he  returned  hither,  and  now  enjoys  the  produce  of  fifty  acres 
.of  cultivated  land,  forty  of  which  are  his  own  property.     Land  in  thefe 
parts  is  very  good ;  its  price  is  feven  or  eight  dollars  per  acre  uncleared, 
-and  the  value   of  fuch  as  is  partly  cleared,  is  proportionate  to  the  qua- 
lity of  the  land,  and   the  quantity  of  wood  remaining.     The  highefi: 
iprice  is  from  eighteen  to   twenty  dollars  per  acre.     Good  ftabling  and 
-good  oats  were  fufficient  to  reconcile  us  to  the  dirty  hole,  into  which  we 
were  ufhered,  and  where  we  fat  down  to  a  very  bad  dinner.     Four  or  five 
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girls,  who  are  cither  daughters  or  fervauts  of  the  old  foldicr,  perform 
the  bulinefs  of  the  inn,  which  confifts  of  one  room,  where  thcfc  people 
fleep  altogether.  The  uncleanlinefs,  iiupidity,  and  rudenefs  of  the  whole 
family,  can  hardly  be  conceived.  The  old  loldicr,  in  common  with  the 
generality  of  old  warriors,  dilplays  in  his  behaviour  a  franknefs  and  good 
nature,  which  are  ever  fure  to  pleafe.  The  poor  fellow  can  neither 
write  nor  read  ;  he  prefents  to  every  traveller  a  flate  and  pencil  to  write 
down  his  bills,  as  he  dictates  to  them  ;  for  there  is  not  a  fmgle  perfon  in 
the  houfe  able  to  diftingulflh  one  letter  from  another.  He  complained 
of  being  frequently  cheated  by  travellers,  in  their  fumming  up  the  arti- 
cles, for  which  they  were  to  pay. 

We  met  two  travellers  at  this  inn,  who,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  intended 
to  go  to  Sunbury,  but  they  wiflied  to  proceed  on  the  journey  that  Aery 
evening.  One  was  a  hatter,  whom  we  had  feen  the  night  before  at  Mac 
Alifter's;  and  the  other  an  elderly  man,  whom  the  landlord  Ityled  CoLO- 
KEL,  and  who  arrived,  and  left  the  inn,  leading  a  mare,  followed  by  a  foal. 
The  converfation,  during  our  flay  at  the  inn,  turned  on  the  political  ftate 
of  Europe.  The  prevailing  fentiment  was  hatred  againft  England,  and 
fervent  wlflies  for  the  welfare  of  France  :  even  the  old  foldier,  who  now 
and  then  put  in  an  obfervation,  exprefled  the  fame  feelings.  "  This 
campaign  will  Ihow,"  fald  the  hatter,  "  what  the  French  are  able  to 
do."  "  I  am  perfuaded,"  obfcrvcd  the  colonel,  "  that  if  the  French  arc 
in  arms,  they  will  prove  victorious,  and  conquer  the  whole  globe  ;  and 
It  has  been  foretold  long  ago,  that  this  conqueft  mui\  precede  the  arrival 
of  Antichrift,  and  announce  the  end  of  the  world."  "  The  end  of  the 
world  ?  Is  it  then  fo  near  at  hand,  pray  ?"  afkcd  the  old  foldier. 
"  Mofl  aflurcdly  ;  before  fifteen  years  are  clapfed."  "  That's  my  opi- 
nion too,"  rejoined  the  hatter.  Having  drunk  their  gill  of  whiiTccy,  the£e 
politicians  feparated. 

From  Deblerff's,  which  is  the  name  of  the  old  ftjldier,  we  proceeded 
twelve  miles  farther  to  White's,  where  we  intended  to  pafs  the  night. 
The  road  leads  over  woody  mountains,  but  is,  all  the  way,  better  thtui 

wc 


EV  TllV.   DUKE   VIE  tA.  ROCHEFl.fC AULT  LI.VXCOCnT.  6l 

we  expected  to  find  it,  ironi  the  delcription  tliat  was  given  us.  This 
road  runs  for  a  coniidcrable  extent,  in  a  parallel  diredlion  with  the  Sufque- 
hannah,  w  hich  is  here  confined  between  two  ranges  of  mountains,  rarely 
interrupted  by  vallies,  and  by  none  of  any  confiderable  extent.  This 
£de  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  (for  wc  left  the  county  of  Dau  - 
phin  fifteen  miles  from  Mac  Alifter's  habitation)  difplays  rather  more 
cultivation  than  the  adjacent  fide  of  the  co^inty  of  Cumberland, 
where  only  once  in  every  four  or  five  miles  a  fmall  dwelling  is  fcen, 
furro.unded  with  narrow  traifls  of  cultivated  land.  The  river  forms  a 
great  number  of  Ifles,  which,  according  to  lavy,  belong  to  that  county, 
from  w-hich  they  are  feparated  by  the  narrowefi;  arm  of  the  flream.  Thef^ 
iflands  have,  in  general,  a  good  foil,  for  which  reafon,  the  progrefs  of 
cultivation  is  more  rapid  on  them  than  any  where  elfe. 

White  is.  a  farmer,  w^ho  came  hither  from  Ireland  about  thirty  years 
ago,  and  poffefles  at  this  tlAic  an  eflate  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  acres, 
only  one  hundred  and  ten  of  which  have  hitherto  been  cleared.  He  has 
xefidcd  here  about  feventcen  years,  and  has  found  means  to  raife  money 
enough  to  purchafe  an  Ifle,  at  twenty-fix  dollars  per  acre,  fituate  oppo- 
llte  to  his  houfe,  which  ftands  between  the  mountains  and  the  river. 
This  fituation  affords  a  wild  profped:,  but  without  one  pleafing  feature. 
White  annually  clears  feveral  acres,  the  expence  of  which,  fencing  in- 
cluded, amounts  to  eight  dollars  per  acre.  The  price  of  land,  in  its  na- 
tural ftate,  is,  in  this  neighbourhood,  fix  dollars  per  acre  ;  but  in  fuch 
tracSs,  as  are  cleared  of  wood,  particularly  in  the  iflets,  it  is  frequently 
fold  at  forty  dollars  per  acre.  This  plantation  of  White's  has  no  com- 
munication with  any  market  town.  The  river  is  the  only  channel  by 
which  he  can  receive  goods,  or  forward  his  commodities,  and  this  is  a 
very  uncertain  channel  of  conveyance,  at  leaft  fome  part  of  the  year,  on 
account  of  its  dangerous  navigation.  Mr.  White  wovild  eafily  procure 
labourers,  as  all  his  neighbours  are  poor  Irlflimen,  did  not  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  canal,  and  the  opening  of  the  road  near  Lancaller,  afford 
them  fo  much  employment,  and  at  prefent  render  them  fcarce.     Mr. 

White 
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^"VVhite  has  already  been  twice  a  member  of  the  legillature  of  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania.  He  fecms  a  worthy,  fenfible  man,  and  a  friend  of 
order;  but  at  the  fame  time  very  open  to  the  arts  of  defigning  men. 
He  continues  his  inn,  as  he  fays,  "  to  oblige  travellers,"  yet  his  bills 
lliew,  that  he  ferves  them  for  money,  and  that  too  at  a  higher  rate  than 
is  ufual ;  and  as  he  has  put  up  no  fign,  the  reception  of  travellers  af- 
fumes  the  garb  of  hofpitality,  which  naturally  precludes  all  enquiry  into 
the  unreafonablenefs  of  his  charges. 

We  did  not  fup  with  his  family  ;  for  what  reafon,  1  know  not.  His 
daughter  brought  us  our  coffee  as  ufual.  This  is  always  taken  at  fup- 
per,  which  confills  of  fmoked  beef,  falt-meat,  or  fifli.  At  thefe  inns 
•you  feldom  meet  with  any  thing  but  meat,  falt-fifh,  eggs,  and  but- 
ter ;  and  this  fare  is  certainly  fufficicnt  to  fatisfy  a  hungry  ftomach. 
We  were  afked  every  where,  whether  we  travelled  with  a  view  to  buy 
lands.  There  is  hardly  a  perfon  in  America,  who  has  the  leaft  idea  of 
gentlemen  travelling  with  any  other  defign  ;  and  when  we  told  them, 
that  we  travelled  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  gratify  our  curiofity,  they 
thought  we  were  fools,  or,  at  beft,  liars.  All,  even  our  Dunkers  in 
Ephrata,  put  that  qucftion  ;  and,  notwithftanding  their  own  fandtity, 
thefe  holy  folks  would  hardly  believe  us,  when  we  informed  them  of  the 

objed:  of  our  tour. 

Friday,  the  1 5  th  of  May. 

The  road  from  W^hite's  to  Sunbury  continues  much  the  fame,  as 
from  Mac  Alifiier's  to  White's.  We  met,  however,  at  times,  with 
more  cultivated  vallies,  cfpecially  along  the  creek  Tulpehockcn,  and  with 
houfes  better  conftrudied  and  flanding  on  picfturefque  fituations,  which, 
with  the  appearance  of  fome  retired  rocks,  form  landfcapcs  not  un- 
worthy of  comparifon  with  Switzerland.  Several  other  tracts  are  now 
cleared  of  wood ;  but  from  the  want  of  labourers,  and  undoubtedly  of 
money  alfo,  the  trees  are  more  frequently  barked  and  burnt  than  felled, 
■which  renders  the  profpe(^l  dull  and  gloomy.  The  mountaiis,  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  arc  high  and  rocky,  yet  bear  no  compuriion  with 

the 
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the  Alps  or  Pyrenees.  Impudent  and  artful  men  are  certain  in  Ame- 
rica, as  indeed  they  are  in  all  other  parts  of  the  globe,  to  live  upon 
the  ftupidity  and  ignorance  of  others.  Of  this  we  found  a  remarkable 
inftance  in  the  hiflory  of  a  German,  who  arrived  from  Franckfort,  three 
years  ago,  without  a  fhilling  in  his  pocket,  and  who  fmce  that  time  has 
travelled  the  country  between  Lancafter,  Reading,  and  Northumber- 
land, particularly  the  leafh  inhabited  parts  of  thefe  counties,  with  a  col- 
ledlion  of  fmall  phials,  deceiving  the  people  into  a  belief,  that  he  is  a 
phyfician ;  he  vends  medicines,  bleeds,  draws  teeth,  or  fells  ballads 
to  fuch  as  do  not  choofe  to  buy  his  drugs.  The  profits  of  this  artful 
trade  have  already  enabled  him  to  purchafe  a  horfe,  which  carries  him, 
his  commodities,  and  his  dog ;  he  flays  with  the  farmers  as  long  as  they 
are  willing  to  keep  him  ;  and  feveral  of  them  are  glad  to  entertain  him, 
on  account  of  his  knowledge  and  abilities.  He  makes  himfelf  happy 
every  where,  is  merry,  fmgs  a  good  fong,  and  appears,  upon  the  whole, 
to  be  a  fly,  crafty  fellow,  who  began  his  career  as  a  player.  I  am  aware, 
that  the  various  anecdotes,  with  which  I  prefent  my  readers,  are  not  all 
equally  interefting ;  yet  they  are  all  requifite  to  give  a  jufl  notion  of 
my  tour,  and  to  complete  the  delineation  of  the  cuftoms  and  manners 
of  the  country.  - 

The  mountains,  over  which  the  road  from  Harrifburg  to  Sunbury 
leads,  are  all  of  granite,  more  or  lefs  perfect,  which  in  fome  places  is 
very  fine  and  beautiful.  All  the  fpecies  of  maple,  cornel-tree,  called  here 
dog-tree,  fumach,  Weymouth  pine,  feveral  fpecies  of  afh,  and  num- 
berlefs  pfeudo-acacias,  grow  in  the  fiirrounding  woods,  and  are  here  of 
remarkable  fize  and  beauty. 

At  fome  diftance  from  White's  habitation  we  miflook  our  way,  and 
ftruck  into  the  old  road,  inftead  of  keeping  the  new  one,  which  is 
Ihorter  by  feven  miles,  and  lies  along  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah. 
In  confequence  we  crofiTed  the  mountain  Mahonoy,  to  reach  the  plain, 
in  which  Sunbury  ftands.  This  town,  which  is  not  fo  large  as  Har- 
rifburg, and  in  its  buildings  lefs  elegant  and  compad,  is  feated  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Sufquehannah,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  fpot,  where 

its 
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its  two  arms  join.  The  profp.cct  of  the  town,  on  defccnding  the 
mountain,  is  ncith.cr  gniud  nor  plcailng  ;  in  point  of  fize  the  houfes, 
viewed  fioni  the  heights,  rcfcmblc  a  camp,  rather  than  a  tov/n.  The 
fmallv  furrounding  plain  is  but  indifferently  cultivated,  and  without 
trees.  The  oppofite  bank  of  the  river  is  bounded  by  high  mountains, 
the  profpedl  of  which  is  darkened  by  numerous  pines,  growing  on  the 
rocks,  and  confcquently  not  likely  to  be  cut  down,  to  make  way  for 
cultivation.  The  river  Sufquehannah  is  beautifijl  in  every  point  of 
view,  broad,  with  lofty  majeftic  mountains,  rifmg  in  gradual  elevation 
from  its  banks  ;  yet  it  is  here  lefs  pleafmg,  except  where  the  great  va- 
riety of  ifles,  which  it  forms,  and  which  are  planted  with  trees,  foften 
and  enliven  the  prevailing  gloom  by  the  light  that  gleams  through  their 
branches.  The  Sufquehannah,  near  Sunbury,  is  more  than  a  mile  in 
breadth. 

By  the  moft  corre6l  information,  which  we  were  able  to  obtain,  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  counties,  we  have  hitherto  travcrfed,  are  honcll, 
induftrious  people,  attached  to  the  federal  government,  and  to  the  lavss 
of  the  ftatc.  Criminal  offences  are  rare,  fome  thefts  excepted,  which 
arc  generally  comm.itted  by  people,  lately  arri\  cd  from  Europe,  brought 
up  in  ignorance  and  pcnurj',  and  whofc  morals  generally  impnjvc  as 
they  acquire  a  fmall  property  of  their  own.  The  different  counties, 
through  which  we  have  paffed,  have  for  thefe  many  years  formed  inte- 
gral parts  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania.  The  limits  of  the  lands  are, 
therefore,  more  exaftly  afccrtaincd  here,  than  in  other  counties  ;  and 
confcquently  kuv-fuits,  arifing  from  the  confufion  of  land-marks,  are 
lefs  frequent.  Thefe  give  occafion  to  about  a  twelfth  part  of  the  caufcs 
which  are  tried  here :  outftanding  debts  are  the  chief  fubjeifls  of  legal 
profecutions.  The  manners  of  the  people  dlfplay  great  fimplicity,  fre- 
quently bordering  on  rudenefs.  I  have  heard  it  afferted,  that  this  appa- 
rent fnnplicity  is  merely  a  cloak  for  deceit  and  artifice,  but  I  have  made 
no  difcovcrics  of  that  kind  by  my  own  experience.  Among  the  Ame- 
ricans of  every  rank  and  defcription,  there  prevails  Icfs  of  apparent  ci- 
vility and  politenefs  than   in  France,   or  even  in  England,   where  I  have 

found 
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found  both,  though  in  a-  different  guife  :  yet  we  have  cx:perienced  nn*eh 
good-natured,  free,  and  engaging  kindnefs,  even  from  perfons  to  whom 
we  had  no  letters  of  introduction,  and  an  univerfal  readinefs  to  refolve 
our  (jueflions,  whenever  they,  to  whom  they  ,'Were  addrefTed,  were  able 
to  gratify,  our  requeft.  Ignorance,  and  confequently  prejudices,  are  fre* 
quently  met  with,  even  among  the  higher  orders  of  fociety :  there  are 
indeed  fome  exceptions,  but  thefe  are  few.  Opinions  on  things  and  per- 
fons are  delivered  in  a  manner  pofitive  rather  than  argumentative,  and 
confequently  all  means  of  free  difcuffion  are  generally  excluded.  Political 
opinions  tend  in  general  towards  liberty,  and  are  commonly  offered  witlr 
a  franknefs,  a  boldnefs,  and  independence^  which  are  truly  pleafingv 
The  general  bent  of  the  public  opinion  is  in  favour  of  France,  and 
againft  her  prefent  enemies.  It  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  thing,  to. 
hear  farmers,  unconnedled  with  the  higher  circles,  call  Robeipierre,, 
jand  all  thofe  who  fhared  with  him  the  fupreme  power,  the  ban- 
ditti of  France.  The  exafperation  againft  England  is  great,  fpreads 
through  all  ranks  of  fociety,  and  has  been  much  increafed  by  the  unjuft 
proceedings  againft  America,  with  which  flie  was  charged  laft  year. 
In  ihy  opinion,  Mr.  Jay's  negociation  will  hardly  be  able  to  fmother  the 
glowing  fpark.  The  public  opinion  is  chiefly  guided  by  the  univerfal 
defire  of  amaffing  property,  which,  if  merely  difplayed  in  induftrious  pur- 
fuits,  and  exertions  tO  cultivate  and  improve  the  land,  defervcs  much  praife. 
In  towns,  indeed,  it  is  lefs  nice,  both  in  the  manner  in  which  it  ftiews 
itfelf,  and  the  means  it  employs  to  attain  its  end.  Many  of  my  Euro- 
pean countrymen  are  apt  to  cenfure  this  national  bent,  which  precludes 
all  the  finer  and  nobler  emotions  of  the  foul.  To  this  cenfure  I  cannot 
give  my  unqualified  affent ;  and  though  I  readily  allow,  that  an  immo- 
derate love  of  money  hardens  the  heart,  and  renders  it  callous  to  huma- 
nity, to  civility,  nay  to  jufticc  itfelf,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  it  fhould 
be  utterly  incapable  of  a  good  and  noble  adlion.  We  have  inftances  of 
this  in  Europe,  where  love  of  money  is  as  univerfally  prevalent  as  in  this 
country,  though  it  conceals  itfelf  more  than  here  ;  either  becaufe  it  is 
more  criminally  refined,  or  meets  with  lefs  convenient  opportunities  of 
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being  praL^lifcd.  Similar  inftanccs  occur  in  America.  Again,  if  wc  con- 
lider  this  propeniity  in  a  political  point  of  view,  we  fhall  find,  that  it  is 
the  natural  refult  of  its  prefent  infant  ftate  ;  of  the  variegated  compofi- 
tion  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  emigrants  from  every  corner  of  the 
globe,  full  of  the  prejudices  and  partialities  of  the  country  whence 
they  came  ;  of  the  immenfe  variety  of  eafy  fpeculations,  which  croud 
around  the  monied  men;  and  laftly,  of  the  diftindiion  enjoyed  here  by 
wealth,  which  exceeds  that  derived  from  it  in  other  countries  :  for,  a 
few  eminent  {Rations  excepted,  which  are  occupied  but  a  fliort  time, 
and  meritorious  fervices  rendered,  which  are  foon  forgotten  by  the  peo- 
ple, there  exifts  in  this  country  no  perfonal  diltinftion.  In  fine,  this  way 
of  thinking  in  private  individuals  is  the  moft  certain  means  of  rendering 
the  country  Itfelf  more  profperous  and  important.  And  is  not  this  the 
highefl:  advantage  derived  from  the  unlverfal  Intercft,  which  unites  and 
fupports  foclety,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cafes,  no  member 
can  enrich  himfelf,  without  promoting  at  the  fame  time  the  profperity 
of  others  ?  Though  this  obfervation  more  generally  applies  to  agriculture, 
yet  there  exlfts  hardly  one  defcription  of  profperity,  nay  of  indlvlduai 
luxury,  where  it  does  not  hold  good.  The  people  of  America  live  well ; 
the  foil  produces  all  the  neceffaries  of  life,  even  in  a  very  faperficlal 
•ftate  of  cultivation  :  there  are  few  perfons,  v^ho  do  not  poiTefs  more 
than  they  need  for  their  own  maintenance.  Hence  arlfcs  the  in- 
dolence of  a 'great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  having  by  four 
days  labour  earned  a  whole  week's  fubfiftence,  idle  away  the  remaining 
three  days;  hence  their  lazlnefs,  relative  to  agricultural  improvements, 
which  vvould  require  fums  of  money,  and  other  facrlfices,  of  the  neceflity 
of  which  they  are  not  convinced,  being  infcnflble  of  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  them.  Improvements,  fimilar  to  thofe  vv-hich  have  al- 
ready been  made  in  regard  to  the  political  organization  of  fociety,  to 
commercial  relations,  navigation,  and  roads,  will  certainly  be  eftetfted  in 
agriculture  in  the  procefs  of  time.  But,  before  they  can  take  place,  the 
land-owners  muft  be  more  forcibly  imp'reffed  with  the  neceffity  of  rouf- 
ing  from  their  indolence,  and  abandoning  their  prejudices;  and  the  po- 
pulation 
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pulation  mull  be  Increafed  beyond  its  prefent  amount ;  which  will  cer- 
tainly be  doi|e.  Though  all  this  mvill  happen  in  the  ufual  courfc  of  na- 
ture, vet  mcti  of  abilities,  and  learned  focieties,  fhould  endeavour  to  dif- 
fufe  ufcful  lights  by  good  books,  by  collcdiions  of  inftruftive  extrads 
from  European  works  of  acknowledged  merit,  and  by  all  other  means 
of  inftruftion.  For,  undoubtedly,  they  may  thus  accelerate  the  period, 
when  the  neceffity  of  the  above  improvements  will  be  more  fenfibly  felt. 
In  a  country  like  this,  literary  focieties  may  prove  eminently  ufcful,  if 
they  do  not  afllime  too  learned  an  appearance,  but  are  animated  and 
guided  by  the  true  public  fpirit,  which  fpeaks  a  fimple  and  perfpicuous' 
language,  and  readily  repeats  its  inllruilions,  untin<!:l:ured  with  the  vain 
felfiflmefs,  which  generally  di6lates  the  profcffions  of  private  individuals. 

The  increafe  of  the  price  of  land  is  uncommonly  great,  it  having  been- 
more  than  doubled  within  the  lafl  three  or  four  years.  Though  the 
price  of  labour,  from  the  high  value  of  ground,  which,  within  thefe 
laft  twelve  months,  has  experienced  an  extraordinary  rife,  is  higher  thaii 
ufual ;  yet  it  feems  ftill  the  moft  profitable  fpeculation  for  monied  men 
in  this  country,  to  lay  out  their  money  in  land,  which  they  may  have 
.  cleared  and  cultivated  under  their  own  eyes.  Notwithftanding  this  un- 
common rife  of  the  price  of  land,  inftances  of  its  being  difpofed  of  at  the 
fame  price,  wdiich  prevailed  fome  years  fmce,  are  not  unfrequent.  The 
circumftanccs,  under  which  this  happens,  are,  it  is  true,  rather  of  a  pe- 
culiar complexion,  yet  pretty  common.  If,  for  inftance,  a  perfon,  four 
years  ago,  bought  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  bound  himfelf  to 
pay  a  fourth  of  the  purchafe-money  at  the  expiration  of  four  years,  but 
was  either  too  indolent  to  raife  within  the  time  a  handfome  fortune  hy 
his  labours,  or  fpent  the  proceeds  of  his  eftate,  which  he  fhould  have 
laid  by  to  pay  his  debt;  he  mull:  raife  money  as  well  as  he  can,  and 
piuft  fell  his  land  at  any  price,  without  being  able  to  infill  on  that  which 
the  adjacent  lands  fetch  at  this  time. 

The  numerous  banks,  which  have  lately  been  eftablilhed,  feem  to 
have  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  uncommon  rife  of  the  price  of  land ; 
for  in  proportion  as  they  .increafe  the  quantity  of  money,  they  alfo  mul- 
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tiply  and  facilitate  the  means  of  fubfiflence.  It  is  by  quickening  the 
■ddiixity  of  internal  commerce,  and  increafuig  the  means  of  converting 
property  into  money,   that  banks  raife  the  value  of  lands  in  fale. 

A  relaxation  is  obfervable  among  all  orders  of  fociety.  Drunkenncfs 
is  the  prevailing  vice,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  the  fource  of  all  other 
evils.  A  fpirit,  or  rather  habit  of  equality,  is  diffufcd  among  this  peo- 
ple, as  far  as  it  pofTibly  can  go.  In  feveral  inns,  efpecially  fuch  as  arc 
fituate  on  kfs  frequented  roads,  the  circumftance  of  our  fervant  not  din- 
ing with  us  at  the  fame  table  excited  general  aflonifliment,  without  its 
befpeaklng  any  bad  intention  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  manifefted  it. 
The  inhabitants  exhibit  to  flrangers  flriking  inftances  both  of  the  ut- 
«ioft  cleanlinefs  and  exceffive  naftinefs.  They  are  much  furprifed  at  a 
refufal,  to  fleep  with  one  or  two  other  men  in  the  fame  bed,  or  between 
dirty  ftieets,  or  to  drink  after  ten  other  perfons  out  of  the  fame  dirty 
glafs ;  and  they  wonder  no  lefs,  when  they  fee  flrangers  negledl  to  wafh 
their  hands  and  face  every  morning.  Whifky  mixed  with  water  is  the 
common  drink  in  the  country.  There  is  no  fettler,  however  poor,  — 
whole  family  do  not  drink  coffee  and  chocolate,  and  ea±  fait  meat  at 
breakfaft.  At  dinner  comes  fait  meat  again,  or  fait  fifh  and  eggs  ;  and 
at  fupper,  once  more  fait  meat  and  coffee.  This  is  alfo  the  general  rule 
in  inns.  An  American  fits  down  at  the  table  of  his  landlord,  and  lies 
down  in  the  bed,  which  he  finds  empty,  or  occupied  but  by  one  perfon, 
without  in  the  leaft  enquiring,  in  the  latter  of  thefe  cafes,  who  that  perfon 
may  be.  We  have  hitherto  fortunately  efcaped  a  perfonal  trial  of  this- 
laft  American  cuftom,  but  were  very  near  experiencing  it  at  White's. 

The  roads  are  good,  where  the  foil  is  fo,  the  road  by  Lancafter  ex- 
cepted ;  art  has  hitherto  but  little  meddled  with  the  roads  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Such  fpots,  as  are  bad  and  muddy,  are  filled  up  with  trees, 
placed  near  each  other ;  when  thefe  fink  into  the  ground,  others  are  laid 
upon  them.  Over  fmall  brooks,  bridges  are  thrown,  which  confifl  of 
boards,  placed  on  two  beams,  laid  along  the  banks  of  the  brook.  Thefe 
boards  frequently  rot,  and  remain  in  this  condition  for  months  together, 
without -its  entering  into  any  one's  head,  to  replace  them  with  others.  Wc 

have 
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have  pafled  feveral  fuch  bridges,  with  great  danger  to  our  horfes,  from 
the  bad  condition,  of  the  boards.  All  this  will  be  better  in  time  ;  yet  I 
mean  to  defcribe  things  jufl  as  they  are  now.  Creeks  are  generally 
forded.  Acrofs  fome,  which  are  very  deep,  wooden  bridges  are  thrown  ; 
which,  however,  are  not  fuch  as  they  fhould  be  :  the  boards,  or  fmall 
trees,  with  which  they  are  covered,  are  neither  fo  good,  nor  fo  clofc 
to  each  other,  as  might  be  wiflied. 

This  is  a  brief  fketch  of  the  phyfical  and  moral  ftate  of  the  country, 
which  we  have  hitherto  traverfed,  drawn  after  thofe  obfervations,  which 
the  Ihortnefs  of  the  time  allowed  us  to  make.  I  fliall  occafionally  cor- 
redt,  what  on  more  exaft  informatioa  I  find  to  be  erroneous,  and  fupply 
what  may  be  deficient. 

Sunday,  tke  IJih  of  May. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  a  mile  above  Sunbury,  at  the  ex- 
treme point  of  the  Iflhmus,  formed  by  the  two  arms  of  the  Sufque- 
hanna,  flands  Northumberland.  Sunbury  is  the  chief  town  of  the 
county.  But  the  fmall  number  of  public  buildings,  which  are  necef- 
fary  for  the  adminiftration  of  juflicc,  conflitute  its  only  advantages  over 
Northumberland ;  that,  on  the  other  hand,  enjoys  all  the  benefits  of  a 
fine  fltuation,  which,  in  fa<5l,  is  as  delightful  as  may  be  conceived.  The 
two  arms  of  the  river  forming  a  right  angle  at  the  point  of  their  con- 
fluence ;  the  country  expands  behind  it  in  a  femi-circular  form,  rifing 
in  gentle  fwells  of  a  fruitful  foil,  and  connected  with  vallics  and  opening 
plains  of  ftill  richer  ground.  The  banks  of  both  arms  of  the  river  are 
fufceptible  of  cultivation  to  a  v/ide  extent,  on  the  fide  where  Northum- 
berland flands.  Both  arms  are  navigable,  without  interruption,  to  a 
diftance  of  three  hundred  miles,  and  water  a  foil,  which  courts  cultiva- 
tion. The  number  of  houfes  is  at  this  time,  perhaps,  a  fixth  greater 
at  Sunbury  than  at  Northumberland,  where  it  amounts  to  about  one 
hundred.  The  firfl  houfes  were  built  in  1775;  yet  the  inhabitants 
were  driven  from  them  in  the  v/ar  of  the  revolution,  and  their  habita- 
tions deflroyed.     The  town  was  not  rebuilt  till  the  year  1785.     It  is 
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undoubtedly  the  woril  built  town  we  have  hitherto  fccn.  All  the  houfes 
are  of  wood,  chiefly  iog-houfes ;  two  only  arc  built  v.  ith  Hone.  There 
is  no  market-place  here ;  the  town  contains  no  inns,  but  three  or  four 
v/hiil:y-houfcs.  We  put  up  in  that  which  is  the  befl  of  them  ;  and 
yet  it  rains  on  our  beds,  as  well  as  on  our  horfes  in  the  liable.  Me- 
thinks  there  is  hardly  any  place  fituate  more  favovirably  for  its  be- 
cpming  a  large  city,  than  Northumberland.  The  flow  progreis,  hitherto 
made  by  the  town,  I  have  heard  imputed  to  the  untoward  character  and 
little  fenfe  of  the  gentleman,  who  poiTefled  three-fourths  of  the  ground 
on  which  the  town  ftands.  He  is  lately  dead  ;  but  had  he  lived  longer, 
his  exlftence  would  have  proved  no  impediment,  that  might  not  eafily 
have  been  removed  bv  the  concurrence  of  favoxuable  circumilances. 

The  price  of  land  about  Northumberland  is,  at  prefent,  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  dollars  per  acre,  near  the  river ;  that  fituate  on  the 
northern  arm  is  ftill  dearer,  on  account  of  the  better  quality  of  the  foil, 
and  becaufe  a  greater  part  of  the  ground  is  already  cleared  there,  than 
on  the  eailern  arm.  Farther  up  the  river,  land  is  fold  from  four  to 
fix  dollars  an  acre.  The  quality  of  the  foil,  the  vicinity  of  a  creek,  and 
longer  or  fhorter  inftalments,  produce  here  the  fame  variety  in  the 
price  of  land  as  in  other  parts.  The  value,  which  I  point  out,  is  the  me- 
dium price,  Ground-fliares  in  the  town  are,  ftt  this  time,  fold  at  forty- 
eight  or  fifty  dollars. 

The  inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  as  well  as  oC  the  county  at  large, 
confift,  for  the  mofl  part,  of  Dutchmen.  There  arc  fome  Germans, 
and  a  few  natives ;  but  moft  of  the  inhabitants  are  foreigners.  The 
Irilh  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  worft  of  them  all.  Being  Icfs  in- 
duftrious  than  the  reft,  they  are  confcquently  poorer ;  and  the  property 
of  an  Irifaman  is  conftantly  at  the  fervice  of  fuch  as  wifli  to  have  it. 
The  Germans  arc  more  tenacious  of  theirs ;  and,  for  this  rcafon,  in 
Sunbury,  and  the  adjacent  country,  where  they  rcfido  in  confiderablc 
numbers,  eflates  arc  dearer  than  in  Northumberland^  though  the  foil  is 
,of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  ftate  of  agriculture  in  Northumberland,  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
try. 
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try,  is  much  the  lame  as  in  all  other  parts  of  America ;  but  the  pro- 
portion of  cleared  land  is  fmaller  than  in  other  counties  we  have  tra- 
verfcd.  Labourers  are  calily  found ;  they  are  paid  fix  fliillings  a  day 
without  viftuals,  or  three  ihillings  and  nine-pence  with  their  entertain- 
ment. In  the  country,  where  they  hire  themf^lves  by  the  month,  they 
have  eight  dollars,  for  which  they  are  obliged  to  work  twenty-fix  days. 
Bricklayers'  and  carpenters'  wages  arc,  in  tov^n,  one  dollar  per  day.  The 
price  of  tiles  is  four  dollars  per  thoufand  ,  and  very  good  bricks  coft,  in 
Northumberland,  two  fliillings  and  fix-peace,  delivered  free  of  expence. 

The  price  of  lime  is  from  nine  to  ten-pence  per  bufliel,  of  deal-boards 
five  iliillings  per  hundred  feet,  and  of  other  boards  fix  fliillings  and  fix- 
pence. 

As  there  is  no  market,  cither  in  Northumberland  or  Sunbury,  the 
inhabitants  live,  for  the  greater  part  of  the -year,  upon  falted  meat,  un- 
lefs  they  keep  fowls.  The  farmers  kill.,  at  times,  a  cow  j  but  fince  an 
epidemic  difeafe  has  carried  off  almoll:  all  the  horfes,  they  have  been, 
obliged  to  replace  thefe  by  oxen  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and 
confequentlj':  ufe  lefs  beef  than  before.  Cow-beef  is  at  this  time  fold 
from  five-pence  to  five-pence  halfpenny  per  pound.  The  highefi;  houle- 
rent  in  Northumberland  is  eighty  dollars ;  and  there  is  but  one  houle 
in  the  whole  town  for  which  fo  much  is  paid.  It  is  of  brick,  large 
and  convenient,  and  was  but  lately  fold  for  five  thoufand  two  hundred 
dollars.  Every  thing  is  fomewhat  dearer  at  Sunbury,  but  the  difference 
is  no  I:  a  full  fixth. 

The  land  about  Northumberland  yields  generally  fifteen  bufliels  of 
wheat  per  acre,  when  it  has  attained  what  the  farmers  call  a  full  flate 
of  cultivation.  The  proportion  of  other  crops  is  the  fame  as  in  other 
•places.  Indian  corn  is  produced  in  large  quantities,  which  fliews  the 
■ignorance  and  indolence  of  the  farmers,  for  it  exhaufts  the  foil ;  and 
though  it  fupplies  all  the  houfehold  wants  of  a  family,  yet  not  a  bulhel  is 
•ever  exported,  from  the  place  where  it  grows.  A  great  advantage,  which 
might  be  derived  from  it,  by  mixing  its  flalks  with  the  dung,  is  entirely 
negleded  by  the  farmers.  The  flieep  are  rather  long-legged  and  meagre  ; 

yet 
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yet  the  wool  is  good,  and  is  fold  for  two  fhillings  and  fix-pence  per  pound. 
But  very  little  is  fold ;  for  in  this  vale  of  Pennfylvauia,  as  every  where 
clfe,  the  farmers  would  be  very  forry  indeed,  if  they  were  obliged  to 
keep  many  flieep. 

I  obferved  before,  that  the  clearing  of  lands  hi  certain  well-chofen 
diftrids  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  moft  profitable  fpeculatlon  monied 
men  can  enter  upon  in  this  country.  The  information  1  collefted  in 
Northumberland  affards  an  additional  proof  of  the  trath  of  this  remark. 
The  expence  for  clearing  and  fencing  an  acre,  amounts,  upon  an  average, 
to  thirteen  dollars  ;  and  this  is  pretty  high.  The  firft  crops  yield  gene- 
rally twenty  bulhels  of  wheat,  if  the  ground  be  well  cleared,  the  trees, 
■which  ftood  in  the  middle,  cut  down,  and  the  largeft  well  barked.  Wheat 
is  fold  at  this  time  for  ten  fliillings  per  bufliel.  The  agreement  entered 
upon  with  a  farmer,  relative  to  a  piece  of  ground  which  has  been  cleared 
of  wood,  generally  purports,  that  he  is  to  have  half  the  produce,  but 
mufi:  alfo  find  the  feed.  The  land-owner  nets  therefore  the  firll  harveft 
five  pounds,  the  value  of  ten  bufhels  of  wheat  at  ten  fhillings,  and  con- 
fequently  more  than  the  expence  for  clearing  and  fencing.  It  we  fup- 
pofe  the  medium  price  of  wheat  to  be  only  five  fliillings  and  nine-pence 
per  bufhel,  the  land-owner  obtains,  even  in  this  cafe,  the  firft  year, 
twenty-five  per  cent  on  the  capital  laid  out ;  and  yet  there  are  many 
cafes  where  the  former  eftimate  falls  fhort  of  the  real  proceeds,  as  there 
are  others  where  the  latter  is  beyond  them. 

The  prices  rife  as  fail  in  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland,  as  in  other 
parts  ;  but  this  country,  which  is  uncommonly  extcnfive,  is  but  thinly 
inhabited,  even  in  fuch  diflriifts  as  are  fituate  nearcft  to  Philadelphia  ; 
the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  does  not  exceed  fevcnteen  thoufand. 
The  population  encreafes,  however,  yearly,  through  emigration  from 
the  Jerfeys,  from  New-England,  and  a  part  of  Pcnnlylvania.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  families,  emigrants-  from  the  Jerfeys,  have  very 
lately  fettled  on  the  branches  of  the  Sufquchannah.  But  the  land- 
marks of  the  purchafed  ground  are  not  always  fufficicntly  known,  nor 
the  right  of  the  fellers  perfcdly  clear ;  for  which  rcafon  aftions,  con- 
cerning 
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ccrnlng  diiputed  limits,   conftitute  nearly  tliree-fourths  of  the  caufcs, 
wJaich  are  tried  in  the  courts  of  law  at  Sunbury. 

The  political  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland  arfe 
lefs  virtuous  and  fteady,  than  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  lefs  remote  coun- 
ties. Several  of  them  took,  laft  year,  an  ailive  part  in  the  revolt  at  Pittf- 
burg,  and  ftill  remain  in  confinement,  on  account  of  that  affair.  A  de- 
finitive judgment  being  now  daily  expeded  in  this  bufuiefs,  every  tra- 
veller, efpecially  if  he  be  fuppofed  to  come  from  Philadelphia,  is  ailced 
by  the  interefted  inhabitants,  as  foon  as  he  arrives,  w^iether  he  brings 
any  news  refpefting  that  judgment.  We  were  afked,  like  all  other  tra- 
vellers ;  and  the  queftions,  put  to  us  on  this  fubjeft,  were  conceived  in 
terms,  which  by  no  means  befpoke  good  and  loyal  fentiments. 

Near  to  Northumberland,  on  the  northern  arm  of  the  Sufquehannah, 
and  clofe  to  the  point  of  confluence  of  the  two  arms  of  that  river,  lies 
an  ifle,  which  contains  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the  richeft 
foil,  from  fifty  of  which  the  largeft  trees  have  been  cut  down.  The 
land  is  fit  for  all  the  purpofes  of  agriculture ;  and  might  be  cultivated 
■with  equal  profit  and  fatlsfadion  by  an  induftrious  owner.  It  is  the 
tnoit  pleafant  little  eftate,  which  can  poffibly  be  bought  by  any  perfon 
defirous  of  fettling  in  Northumberland.  At  prefent  it  is  the  property  of 
a  man,  much  advanced  in  years,  who  lives  on  it,  in  a  fmall  log-houfe. 
He  bought  it  about  feven  years  ago  for  one  thoufand.  fix  hundred  dollars, 
and  very  lately  refufed  three  thoufand  three  hundred,  which  were  offered 
for  this  ifland. 

Northumberland  is  the  refidence  of  Dr.  Priestley.  They,  who 
know  with  what  relentlefs  fury  the  ****  ******  exerted  all  its 
influence  to  procure  him  to  be  harraffed  by  the  mob,  his  houfe  in  Bir- 
mingham to  be  burnt  down  to  the  ground,  and  himfelf  to  be  infulted 
and  made  uneafy  wherever  he  went,  will,  undoubtedly,  feel  for  the  fate 
of  this  gentleman,  who  has  defervedly  obtained  fo  much  fame  in  the 
literary  world,  and  whofe  perfecution,  were  he  even  guilty  of  the  groHeft 
political  mifcondud:,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  cannot  but  deeply 
interefi;  in  his  favour  every  feeling  mind.     This  unwarrantable  extenfion 
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of  infivience  muil:  excite  unlverfal  indignation,  and  it  needs  no  gift  of  di- 
vination to  forcfec,  that  the  EngUfli  mob,  thus  fct  upon  their  fuppofcd 
enemies  by  the  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *^  ^^^y  pofllbly  turn,  fooner  or  later, 
againft  the  inftigators.  However  this  may  be,  the  perfecution  experienced 
by  Dr.  Pricftley  would  hardly  have  driven  him  fo  foon  to  quit  England, 
had  he  not  expelled  to  enjoy  in  America  that  high  celebrity  and  diftinc- 
tion,  which  were  promifed  him  by  fome  flattering  friends.  His  cele- 
brity was,  however,  of  no  long  duration ;  the  Americans  arc  too  little 
fenfible  of  the  value  of  that  knowledge,  by  which  he  has  acquired  fo  dif- 
tinguillied  a  rank  among  the  literati  of  the  age.  They  concern  them- 
felves  but  very  little  about  dogmatical  difcuffions  of  the  Bible,  and  the 
tenets  of  the  Unitarians  ;  and  would  readily  give  up  all  the  experiments 
on  air  tor  one  good  and  profitable  fpeculation  !  The  perfecuted  from  \a.- 
rious^  countries  have,  in  thcfe  late  years,  fou2;ht  an  afylum  among  the 
Americans ;  fuch  arrivals  are,  therefore,  no  imcommon  fight  to  this 
people  ;  and  they  have  not  much  time  to  lofe  in  vain  civilities.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  the  refpe6l  fliewn  to  Dr.  Prleflley,  who  is  a  pro^^ 
found  philofopher,  an  admired  writer,  a  celebrated  chemift,  and  a  vic- 
tim of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  did  not  laft  long.  A  few  dinners,  given  to 
him  at  New  York,  \\-hcrc  he  landed,  and  at  Philadelphia,  to  which  place 
he  afterwards  proceeded,  formed  the  whole  train  of  honours  ^^•hich  graced 
his  reception.  His  fon,  who  arrived  in  America  fcMiie  time  before  him, 
had  bought  lands,  where  all  the  Unitarians,  and  all  the  perfecuted  of 
Old  England,  were  to  join  and  rally  under  the  Doclor's  banner.  This 
Settlement  was  to  enjoy  a  diftinguifhed  protection  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Government ;  and  to  fe cure  to  the  Doctor  a  name,  as  chief 
of  the  fedl,  and  founder  of  the  colony.  But  thcfe  hopes  have  already 
vanifhed.  No  Englifhmen  have  arrived  to  purchafe  his  lands ;  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  even  that  of  Pennfylvania,  did  nut 
conildcr  the  projcci  of  the  Doclor's  fettlemcnt  as  more  important  than 
that  of  any  other  individual.  The  conflant  praife  of  his  uncommon 
merits  as  a  natural  philofopher  induced  his  friends  at  Philadelphia,  to 
fulicit  for  him  the  profcllorfliip  of  chcmiflry  in  the  college,  \^hich  they 
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obtained  ;  but  this  place  was  far  beneath  the  expeiilation  of  the  Doftor, 
as  well  as  of  his  family  ;  and  it  became  neceflary,  even  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  celebrity  in  Europe,  to  withdraw  from  a  fcene,  where  his  at- 
tempt of  attraCling  univerfal  attention  had  completely  failed. 

He  therefore  removed  to  Northumberland.  The  lands,  purchafed  by 
his  fon,  were  Htuate  in  that  county,  though  he  had  actually  refolved  to 
relinquilli  the  idea  of  founding  a  colony,  which  would  have  had  no  co- 
lonifts  but  his  own  family ;  yet  his  removal  to  Northumberland,  at  leafl; 
had  not  the  appearance  of  an  intention  to  abandon,  in  fo  abrupt  a  man- 
ner, a  proje<5i:  which  had  already  been  announced  to  the  world. 

As  Mr.  Guillemard  was  flightly  acquainted  with  Young  Priestley^ 
and  more  particularly  with  Mr.  Cooper,  who  has  alio  fettled  in  North- 
umberland, we  were  Induced  to  prefer  halting  at  that  town,  rather 
than  at  Sunbury,  though  both  lay  on  our  road ;  that  I  might  gratify 
the  wilh,  which  I  entertained,  to  be  introduced  to  a  man  fo  juftly  cele- 
brated. The  projed:  of  forming  the  intended  fcttlement  in  the  country 
is  entirely  rclinquifhed ;  Mr.  Morris  has  generoufly  taken  back  the 
greater  part  of  the  lands,  which  young  Prieflley  bought  of  him  laft 
year,  with  all  the  formalities  prcfcribed  by  law.  He  has  alfo  found 
means  to  diipofe  of  the  reft,  and  has  bought  fom.e  land  near  the  town, 
which  he  is  now  clearing  and  preparing  for  cultivation.  The  Dodlor 
has  built  a  houfe,  to  which  he  intends  removing  about  the  end  of  the 
fummer.  His  modes  of  life  and  drefs  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  Eng- 
land, the  wig  excepted,  which  he  has  laid  afide.  He  frequently  laughs 
at  the  world,  but  in  a  manner  which  clearly  appears  not  to  be  from  his 
heart.  He  fpoke  with  great  moderation  of  the  political  affairs  of  Europe, 
and  in  very  mild  expreffions  of  England.  He  is  now  bufied  in  the  infti- 
tution  of  a  college,  for  which  fix  thoufand  dollars  have  already  been  fub- 
fcribed,  and  feven  thoufand  acres  have  been  affigned  him,  as  a  free  gift. 
In  this  eftablifhment,  of  which  he  has  drawn  up  a  profpedus,  there  is  a 
prefident's  place,  doubtlefs  intended  for  himfelf  Joseph  PriestleTj 
the  eldeft  fon,  feems  at  prefent  to  be  more  engaged  in  induftrious  pur- 
fuits,  than  in  political  difcuffions.     He  has  married  a  young  Englilli 

L  2  lady 
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lady,  apparently  of  a  mild  and  amiable  difpofition,  but  who  ipeaks  very 
little  in  company.  She,  as  well  as  her  mother-in-law,  feem  lefs  to  ac- 
con)modate  themfelres  to  American  manners  than  their  hufbands.  Mr, 
Cooper  has  purchafed  fome  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  is  at  prefent 
clearing  of  wood,  and  preparing  for  cultivation.  _Hc  is  undoubtedly  a 
man  of  parts,  of  a  reftlefs  mind,  ill  adapted  to  find  happinefs  in  a  retired 
rural  life.  In  the  account  he  wrote  of  America,  it  was  certainly  his  defign, 
to  perfuade  colonifls  to  join  Dr.  Prieftlcy.  In  his  manners,  he  afFedls  at 
prefent  a  flrong  predileftion  for  American  cuftoms  ;  and  fays,  that  he 
prefers  his  prefent  mode  of  living,  to  any  other.  He  is  fufpefted  here  of 
aiming  at  a  feat  in  Congrefs.  In  point  of  abilities  at  leaft,  he  would 
hold  no  mean  rank  among  its  members.  Some  Englifhmen,  v/ho  lately 
arrived  in  America,  intended  to  fettle  in  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland. 
It  appears,  however,  that  they  have  abandoned  that  intention,  dlfgufled 
with  the  fort  of  precedence  claimed  by  Dr.  Pricftley  and  his  family,  and 
■with  the  aufterity  of  their  manners  ;  though  unqueflionably  the  Doc- 
tor's acquaintance  and  library  would  prove  a  very  great  accommodation 
to  new  fettlcrs ;  and  his  misfortunes  and  perfecutions  cannot  fail  to  in- 
tercft  every  one  in  his  favour..  As  a  companion  of  Mr.  Guillemard  1 
was  receiA^cd  by  thefe  families,  with  as  much  politenefs  as  their  cold 
and  gloomy  tempers  ever  difplay. 

In  one  of  our  water  excurfions  with  young  Prieflley,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Northumberland,  we  landed  near  a  wooden  houfe,  built  againfl  the 
fide  of  a  high  mountain,  which  is  covered  with  wood  and  fragments  of 
rocks,  and  feparated  from  the  river  by  a  tracfl  of  land,  about  four  and 
twenty  yards  wide.  An  Englilh  lady  inhabits  this  fmall  houfe,  which 
would  prove  a  highly  interefling  fpot,  if  flie  were  young  and  handfome, 
and  awake  to  the  plcafurcs  or  the  forrovvs  of  love.  But,  alas  !  fuch  flic 
is  not.  She  has  three  daughters,  the  youngeft  of  whom,  the  only  one 
that  refides  with  her,  is  twenty  years-  old.  This  lady  left  England  in 
Gonfcqucnce  of  her  hufl^and's  becoming  a  bankrupt ;  to  avoid  the  difgrace, 
attending  an  event  of  that  nature,  which,  however  innocent  the 
bankrupt  may  be,  muft  wound  his  oavu  feelings,  as  well  as  thofc  of  his 

family ; 
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family  ;  and  to  prepare  an  afylum  for  her  hufband,  after  he  fhall  have 
fettled  his  accounts  with  his  creditors.  Her  name  is  Dash  :  her  hufband 
was  a  banker  of  Bath,  Colonel  of  the  militia  of  his  county,  and  en- 
voys the  reputation  of  an  honeft  man-.  It  is  abfolutely  impoffible,  to  dlf- 
play  more  fpirit  and  perfeverance,  than  this  lady  has  done,  ever  fmce  flic 
iettled  on  this  efhate,  not  an  inch  of  which  was  cultivated  at  the  time 
Ihe  purchafcd  it.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  acres  ;  on  which,  fix 
months  ago,  not  a  hut  was  to  be  feen,  and  where  not  a  tree  was  felled. 
All  thefe  obllacles  fhe  has  furmounted.  She  is  now  buildlno;  a  ftone 
houfc,  and  will,  therefore,  be'  able,  within  a  twelvemonth,  to  receive 
her  hufband  in  a  retired  and  humble,  yet  decent  habitation.  The  fitua- 
tion  and  misfortunes  of  this  poor  lady  have  in  fome  degree  injured  her 
brain.  But,  this  circumfi:ance,  while  it  increafes  her  loquacity,  does 
not  prevent  her  from  purfuing  that  dire6l  line  of  conduct,  which  fhe  has 
marked  out  for  herfelf.  Two  of  her  daughters  have  been  well  married, 
fince  their  arrival  in  America.  With  a  fort  of  enthufiafin,  I  llftened  to 
the  other,  who  is  at  home,  whllll  fhe  played  on  the  pianoforte.  She  per- 
forms very  well,  is  young,  pretty,  unfortunate,  modeft,  poiTefles  no  pro- 
perty on  earth,  and,,  in  a  wooden  hut,  plays  upon  one  of  the  fineft  inflru- 
ments,  that  ever  came  from  Longman's  fhcp.  The  ftrange  contraft  of 
all  thefe  circumftances  might  eafdy  obtain  a  young  lover  for  Mifs  Sarah 
Dalh;  and  this  I  moft  fmcerely  wiihcd  her,  at  my  departure;  but, 
young  lovers  are  not  fo  eafily  to  be  won,  in  this  countrv. 

I  had  here  another  proof  how  proritable  a  fpeculatlon  it  is  in  this  coun- 
try to  purchafe  wood-land,  clear  the  ground,  and  render  it  fit  for  culti- 
vation. Mrs.  Dafii  bought  one  hundred  acres  for  two  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  dollars,  twenty  of  which  Ihe  has  cleared,  and  fown  with  wheat ; 
including  the  fpot  on  which  her  houfe  ftands,  and  a  fmall  garden.  The 
expence  for  clearing  the  land,  and  building  her  wooden  houfe  and  a 
liable,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  one  thoufand  and  fixty-five  dollars.  Her 
twenty  acres  yielded  each  twenty  bufnels  of  wheat,  the  price  of  whicii,. 
this  year,  is  ten  ftiillings  per  bufliel.  She  em.ploys  no  farmer,  becaufc 
flie  is  herfelf  on  the  fpot ;  and  confequently  the  produce  of  the   Evil 

year's- 
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j-car'i  harvefl  from  twenty  acres  amount  to  two  hundred  pounds,  or 
five  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  the  moiety  of  the  amount  total  of 
her  expence,  the  purchafe  money  excluded.* 

We  palfed  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Northumberland,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  Alonday  to  Wilkfbarre, 

Monday,   the  I8ih  of  May. 

The  road  from  Northumberland  to  Berwick,  which  we  had  been  told 
was  dreadful,  we  found  in  a  much  better  condition,  than  any  we  have 
hitherto  palTed.  The  road  is  dreary,  ^^  ithout  the  leaf):  variety  of  prof- 
ped:,  runs  conftantly,  or  at  leaft  generally,  through  woods,  thovigh  it 
lies  parallel  to  the  river,  upon  which,  however,  a  view  only  opens  now 
and  then,  and  the  bed  of  which,  to  the  fouthward,  is  continually  hedged 
in  between  mountains  covered  with  fir.f 

We  halted  at  Mr.  Montgomesy's,  tv/elvc  miles  from  Northumber- 
land. The  creek,  on  which  his  faw-mill  is  fituate,  is  the  only  one  wc 
have  hitherto  fcen.  The  land,  which  moftly  Hopes  towards  the  river, 
feems  good.  Few  or  no  rocks  are  to  be  feen.  Mr.  Montgomery  is  a  fur- 
vcyor ;  he  does  not  keep  an  inn,  but  fupplies  both  men  and  horfes  with 
food  and  provender  for  money.  From  him  we  learned,  that  the  price  of 
the  befh  land  in  his  neighbourhood,  on  the  banks  of  the  ri^'cr,  is  from 
twenty-three  to  twenty- eight  dollars  an  acre ;  but  that  when  whole 
eftates,  for  inftance,  four  hundred  acres  of  good  foil,  are  fold,  the  tenth 
part  of  which  is  cleared,  the  price  of  land  amounts  to  eight  dollars  per 
acre ;  that  land,  which  lies  yet  in  wood,  fetches  from  two  to  five  dol- 
lars per  acre  ;  that  the  price  of  labour  is  three  fhillings  per  day ;  that 
it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  procure  labourers,  becaufe  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  neighbovirhood  is  Inconfiderable ;  that  the  colonifls  confifl 
chiefly  of  Dutchmen,  or  their  children  ;  and,  laftly,  that  this  dlftridl  has 
fufFercd  mvich   from   an  epidemical   difeafe,  which,  two  years  ago,  de- 

*  The  original  fays,  the  ptirchafc-money  hiduJcd,  but  this  is  eitlier  an  error  of  tlie 
prefs,  or  an  overrght  of  the  author. — TyanfiaLor. 

t  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  bafins,  formed  by  the  river. 

ftroycd 
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ftroyed  nearly  all  the  horfes.    To  jiadge  from  the  fymptoms,  pointed  out 

by  Mr.  Montgomery,   I  never  heard  of  any  fimilar  diftemper  in  France. 

By  his  defcription,  it  is  a  weaknefs,  which  deftroys  a  horfe  in  the  courfc 

of  two  months.     The  liver  is  blown  up  by  a   fwelling,  which  extends 

into  the  legs,  and  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  is  entirely  difcoloured.     This  / 

diftemper  is  called  here  the  jyellozv  water. 

The  road  to  Berwick  leads,  for  its  whole  length,  conftantly  through 
woods,  and  confequently  affords  no  profpeefl.  There  are  few  habitations 
here,  and  thefe  have  a  mean  appearance.  At  fome  diftance  from  the 
houfes,  we  faw  a  few  ftraggling  cows  and  flaeep. 

We  halted  in  the  diftrid:  of  Fifliing  Creek,  at  one  Abraham  Mil- 
ler's, who  is  a  farmer,  and  keeps  an  inn  and  a  fliop.  His  eftate  con- 
fifls  of  three  hundred  acres,  feventy  of  which  are  cleared.  He  clears 
annually  about  twelve  or  fifteen  acres  more,  but  not  without  confider- 
able  trouble,  as  labourers  are  very  fcarce  in  this  diftridt ;  they  are  paid 
three  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  day,  and  have  befides  their  board,  which 
is  eftimated  at  about  one  fhilling  and  fix  pence.  Here,  as  well  as  in  all 
the  other  places  through  which  we  have  hitherto  paffed,  three  dollars 
per  acre  are  generally  paid  for  hoeing  up  the  roots  of  buflies,  on  fuch 
ground  as  is  deftined  for  cultivation  ;  or  if  day-labourers  be  employed 
in  this  work,  they  are  paid  five  fhillings  a  day,  befides  their  victuals. 
This  was  the  firft  place,  where  we  ufed  maple  fugar,  which  we  found- 
excellent.  Abraham  Miller  fells  yearly  about  five  or  fix  barrels  of  this 
fugar.  He  buys  it  at  thirteen  pence  per  pound,  and  fells  it  at  fifteen  ; 
the  brown moift  fugar  of  the  colonies  he  fells  at  fourteen  pence.  He 
procures  all  the  goods,  fold  in  his  Ihop,  from  Philadelphia;  they  are 
brought  in  waggons  as  far  as  Catawefiy,  where  they  are  fiiipped  on  the 
Sufquehannah,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Fifiaing  Creek.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  freight  and  carriage  was,  formerly,  one  dollar  per  tun,  but 
fince  laft  fpring  it  has  rifen  to  one  dollar  and  a  half. 

The  price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  is  from  eight  to  ten  dollars 
per  acre,  if  in  any  degree  cleared  of  wood,  and  from  two  to  three  dol- 
lars, if  ftill  covered  with  trees.     Habitations  are  fcarce  and   llragglina;, 

but 
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but  increale  in  number  nearer  to  Berwick.  This  is  the  chief  town  of  the 
diftri^t :  it  ftands  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  fituation  is  fufficiently 
agreeable,  and  more  open  than  that  of  other  places,  through  which  we 
have  lately  palled.  This  fmall  village  confifts  of  twenty  miferable 
houfes,  in  which  we  could  not  find  an  egg  for  our  fupper,  but  we  pro- 
cured fomc  milk.  The  beds  were  clean,  the  ftabling  good,  oats  and 
hay  excellent ;  and  travellers  on  horfeback  are  ufually  contented  thcm- 
felves  with  fcanty  fare,  if  their  horfes  be  w^ell  provided  for.  The  inn- 
keeper and  his  wife  are  a  young  couple,  "vvho  have  but  very  lately  fettled 
here.  Their  houfe  is  of  wood,  and  only  half  finiflied ;  they  poflefs,  at 
prefcnt,  eighty  acres,  ten  of  which  are  cleared  and  cultivated.  The 
price  of  land  at  Berwick  is  twelve  dollars,  if  the  ground  be  already 
fomewhat  cleared,  and  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  two,  if  the  wood 
be  not  yet  cut  down. 

The  inhabitants  of*Berwick,  as  well  as  of  the  huts,  we  faw  on  this 
day's  journey,  arc  a  medley  of  Engliflimen,  Frenchmen,  Germans,  Fle- 
mings, and  Scots.  Moft  of  the  colonifts,  who  have  lately  arrived,  come 
from  the  Jerfeys.  They  feem  all  poor,  and  are  badly  cloathed,  yet  their 
jftrong  and  healthy  appearance  Ihevvs,  that  they  are  well  fed,  and  foothes 
the  mind,  which  Ijmpathizes  in  their  poverty.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren is,  in  proportion  to  the  habitations,  very  great  indeed.  Near  Ovens 
■we  faw  a  fchool  for  young  girls,  which,  from  the  fmalJnefs  of  the  hut, 
and  the  number  of  children  who  ran  out  to  fee  us  pafs,  had  the  appear- 
ance of  an  ant-hill.  Two  miles  below  Berwick  arc  thofe  rapid  cur- 
rents, known  by  the  name  of  Nefcopeck,  which  greatly  impede  the  navi- 
gation of  the  rivcr^,  cfpecially  at  low  water, 

Tncfday,  the  IQfh  of  May. 

This  day  proved  rather  unfortunate  to  us.  "We  left  Berwick  at  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  were  unfortunately  addrcffcd  to  one  'Squire 
Beach,  who  lives  feven  miles  from  it,  and  who  was  to  point  out 
to  us  the  the  bcft  road  to  Wilkfbarrc.  Our  ill-luck  would  have  it, 
that  this  'Squire  Beach  is  a  maker  of  roads,  and  had  but  very  lately  con- 

ftrud.cd 
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flmded  a  new  one,  which  is  fome  miles  fliorter  than  the  old  road. 
He  advifed  us  to  take  the  former,  which  he  aflured  us  was  the  beft.  Re- 
lying on  his  aflurance,  we  followed  his  advice,  but  were  on  the  very 
ovitfet  at  confiderable  pains,  to  find  the  place  where  we  were  to  be  fer- 
ried acrofs  the  river,  to  reach  the  new  road.  The  ferry-boat,  which 
was  rowed  by  a  man  turned  of  feventy,  was  too  fmall  to  contain  our 
four  horfes ;  we  therefore  caufed  our  baggage  to  be  carried  over  firft ; 
and  this  arrived  fafe  on  the  oppofite  bank.  The  fervant  was  ordered 
not  to  wait  for  us,  but  to  proceed.  On  the  return  of  the  ferry-boat, 
Mr.  Guillemard  and  I  embarked.  His  mare,  who  is  always  very  fpirit- 
ed,  and  whofe  mettle  was  perhaps  heightened  by  the  fight  of  the  other 
horfes  on  fliore,  began  to  ftir  in  the  fmall  boat,  which  was  rather  low 
at  the  fides ;  and  in  the  midft  of  our  paffagc  put  one  of  her  hind-legs 
into  the  water,  which  brought  her  whole  hinder  part  down.  The  boat 
heeled  to  that  fide,  was  filled  with  water,  and  would  have  been  in- 
flantly  overfet,  but  for  Mr.  Guillemard's  prefcnce  of  mind.  He  puflied 
the  horfe  into  the  river,  and  thus  faved  us  in  the  moft  imminent  danger 
of  being  drowned ;  a  danger  to  which  travellers  muft  be  frequently 
expofed  in  this  country,  from  the  bad  conftruftion  of  the  ferry-boats,  as 
well  as  from  the  imprudence  and  unikllfulnefs  of  the  ferry-men.  The 
mare,  Mr.  Guillemard  holding  her  faft  by  the  bridle,  fafely  reached 
the  Ibore  ;  and  thus  far  every  thing  was  well.  But  this  incident  was 
the  harbinger  of  accidents  ftill  more  unpleafant.  We  could  not  difco- 
vcr  any  road ;  fome  trees,  which  had  been  felled,  fliev/ed  an  intention,  it 
is  true,  to  make  one  ;  but  we  faw  even  few  of  thefe.  No  beaten  road  was 
to  be  found ;  ten  times  already  we  had  miifcd  our  way.  We  had  to 
travel  eighteen  miles  over  felled  trees,  deep  morafles,  rocks,  and  loofe 
ftones.  The  girth  of  the  baggage-horfe  broke  two  or  three  times ;  Mr. 
Guillemard's  mare,  who  was  badly  faddled,  twice  loft  her  faddle  on  a 
fteep  road,  and  threw  her  rider.  She  ran  away  and  fcattered  part  of 
her  load  ;  a  brace  of  piflols  was  loft ;  our  horfes  were  cxhaufted  with 
fatigue ;  we  were  tired,  faint  with  hunger,  and  unable  to  difcover  any 
human  habitation  on  the  road.     A  few  houfes  flanding  at  fome  diftancc 

M  from 
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from  it,  which  we  vifited,  could  not  fupply  our  wants  ;  and,  to  eir- 
creafe  our  misfortunes,  it  rained  all  day  long.  At  length  we  found 
fome  oats  at  an  honeft  German's,  whofe  wife  procured  us  alfo  milk 
and  eggs.  Thus  refreflied,  we  purfued  our  journey,  not  without  feve- 
ral  new  accidents  befalling  our  baggage  ;  and  at  lafl  reached  Wilkfbarre. 
My  friend's  horfe  was  lame,  the  faddle  was  broken  to  pieces  by  the  ac- 
cident in  the  ferry-boat,  and  our  cloaths  were  torn  ;  but  at  Dr.  Cowell's 
we  found  a  good  fire,  a  good  flable,  good  eggs,  fait  meat  (frefli  meat 
is  entirely  out  of  the  quefiion)  and  thus,  as  we  fmoaked  our  fegars, 
indulged  the  pleafant  thought  of  having  efcaped  all  thefe  misfortunes. 

Wilkfbarre  fhands  on  a  wide  and  fertile  plain.  The  profpeft,  on 
defcending  the  mountains  by  the  creek  of  Nantlkoke,  is  one  of  the 
richefr,  mofh  e.xtenfive,  and  moft  delightful,  we  have  yet  feen.  The 
land  is  in  a  high  flate  of  cultivation.  We  were  not  able  to  obtain  any 
new  information,  that  deferves  to  be  mentioned. 

Wilkfbarre  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Luzerne.  It  is  a  fmall 
place,  containing  about  a  hundred  wooden  houfes,  of  a  much  better 
appearance  than  thofe  in  Northumberland.  The  town  is  feated  on  the 
Sufquehannah,  and  muft:  in  time  become  confiderable,  if  the  country, 
which  lies  higher  up,  fliall  be  more  generally  cultivated.  It  is  even 
iiovvf  of  fome  importance,  and  has  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabi- 
tants. The  population  of  the  whole  county  is  eftimated  at  five  thou- 
fand  fouls. 

Wediiefday,  the  20lJi  of  May. 

Mr.  Guillemard's  mare  being  lamed  by  our  misfortunes  of  yeflerday, 
he  refolved  to  leave  her  at  Wilkfbarre,  under  the  care  of  his  fervant. 
We  accordingly  fet  out  by  ourfelves.  A  new  road  was  propofed  to  us, 
"which  fhortens  the  journey  twenty  miles,  but  is  untrodden.  However, 
having  yeflerday  had  enough  of  new  roads,  we  preferred  the  old,  though 
it  was  bad,  and  twenty  miles  longer.  At  the  end  of  our  firft  day's 
journey,  we  reached  Huntsferry.  The  road  was  bad,  and  we  were  fe- 
veral  times  obliged  to  travel  in  foot-paths,  which  were  hardly   paiT- 

able. 
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able.     We  frequently  met  with  quarries  of  mlU-ftone,  and  with  fpots, 
wbere  a  path,  only  eighteen  inches  in  breadth,  was  cut  through  the 
rock,  or  where  the  road  was  fupported  by  trunks  of  trees,  narrowed 
by  falls  of  earth,  obftruflred  by  fallen  trees,  and  led  along  the  edges  of 
a  precipice.     We  often    pafTed  over  declivities,   rendered  more  danger- 
ous by  the  ground   being  ftrewed  with  loofe  ftones,  or  fragments  of 
rock.     Fortunately  it  fo  happened,  that  we  never  got  more  than  a  few- 
yards  out  of  our  road  ;   but   we   were  obliged  to  enquire  the  way  of 
every  one  we  met,  to  avoid  more  confiderable  deviation.    The  dwelling- 
houfes  in  this  diftridl  are  mofl  of  them  fo  new,  that  the  inhabitants  are 
often  ignorant  of  the  names  of  places,   which  are  fcarce  two  miles  dil- 
tant ;  nor  are  they  able  to  point  out  the  direftion  and  diilance,  fo  that 
their  information  beyond  the  next  farra-houfe  is  not  to  be  depended 
upon.     There  is  not  one  inn  on  the  whole  road,  but  fome  private  indi- 
viduals are  in  the  habit  of  felling  oats  to  travellers.     They  live  at  cer- 
tain diftances,  and,  being  known,  travellers  conftantly  put  up  at  their 
houfes.     The  firil  day  we  halted  at  the  houfe  of  one  Harris,  twelve 
miles  from  Wilkfbarre,  and  afterwards  at  Harding's,  fifteen  miles  far- 
ther on.     Both  are  farmers  ;  the   former,   a   captain  of  the  militia,  is 
richer,  and  has  been  eftablifhed  much  longer  than  the  latter.    They  are 
both  very  bad  hulbandmen  ;   they  cultivate  nothing  but  Indian  corn  and 
potatoes,  in  a  foil,  which  is,  for  the  moil:  part,  poor,  and,  with  few  excep- 
tions, produces  nothing  but  fpruce  fir  and  the  common  birch.     All  the 
cultivated  fields  are  inclofed  with  fences,  which  confift  of  poles  of  wood, 
once  fplit,  and  and  laid  zig-zag  upon  one  another  without  any  flakes ; 
a  manner  of  fencing,  general  in  all  parts  of  America,  at  the  firfl  clear- 
ing of  the  ground.     The  expence  of  clearing  ground  amounts,  in  this 
diftrict,  to  feven  or  eight  dollars  an  acre. 

Five  miles  beyond  Harding's  habitation,  we  crolTed  the  river  in  a  very 
bad  ferry-boat,  and  arrived  at  Hunt's,  an  Irifhman,  who  fettled  here 
ten  years  ago.  We  found  in  his  houfe  Indian  corn  for  our  horfes,  but 
neither  oats  nor  hay,  and  no  milk  for  ourfelves,  nor  even  an  egg.  The 
houfe  con fifts  of  one  room  on  the  ground-floor,  and  of  a  corn-loft  over 
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it.  Beds  were  not  to  be  had.  Hunt  took  an  old  palllaffe  fiom  his 
own  bed,  and  lent  it  me  for  the  night;  and  on  this,  with  my  faddle- 
cloth,  I  refted  comfortab!3^  By  Hunt's  account,  the  fpot,  which  he 
inhabits,  is  very  unwholefome  ;  and  fo,  he  fays,  are  the  banks  of  the 
river  in  general  for  fome  way,  higher  up,  or  lower  down.  His  young 
and  handfome  wife  has  laboured  under  a  hedic  fever,  for  thefe  eight 
months. 

ThurfJay,  the  2 1/?  of  May. 

In  the  morning:  we  halted  at  one  Mr.  Gaylor's,,  eleven  m.iles  from 
our  laft  night's  quarters.  All  the  dwelling-houfes  are  of  the  fame  fort. 
We  purfued  our  journey  to  Afylum  by  Wyalufing.  The  latter  is  a 
coniiderable  village,  feated  on  a  creek,  from  which  it  takes  its  name.. 
The  road  is  the  fame  as  yefterday,  at  times  even  and  good,  often  re- 
cently cut  through  the  wood,  or  interrupted  by  new  fettlements,  the 
fences  of  which  occafion  a  circuit  of  near  a  furlong,  at  the  end  of 
which  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  road  again. 

Nearly  all  the  plantations,   which  v/e  have  hitherto  traverfed  in  this 
difl:ri(5i:,  have  been  more  or  lefs  recently  formed   by  families,   who  de- 
rive their  titles  from  Connefticut.     The  right  of  property  claimed  by 
that  ftate,  in  regard  to  thefe  lands,   has  been  declared  to  be  unfounded, 
firft  by  arbitrators  in  Tienton,  three   or  I'our  3'ears  ago,  and  hnce  that 
by  the  judges  of  affize,  who  hold  their  fittings  in  Philadelphia.  The  lall 
fentence  has  excited  general  difcontent  in  thefe  parts  ;   and,   in  trutli, 
fhould  it  be   confirmed  by   the   lupreme   court    of  jullice,   the  natural 
confequence  mufl  be  a  general  difpoflefling  of  all  the  cultivators,   who 
have  fettled  here  by  right  of  purcha(e,  or  gift  from  the  ftate  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  who  have  fpent  feveral  years  labour  on  a  luil,  on  which  they 
eftablifhed  themfelves  in  the  moft  legal  form.     Several  of  thefe  lettlers 
were,  during  the  lafl  war,  driven  from  their  pofleflions  by  the  Indians, 
who  deftroyed  all  the  buildings,  and    burnt   the  woods,  as   far  as   they 
were  able,  on  their  retreat.     Thele  are  indeed  fuliicicnt  reafons  for  dif- 
content;  and  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  fatisiied.with  .being  reinftated 
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m  its  right  to  thefe  lands,  will  undoubtedly  leave  them  in  the  poffeffion 
ef  thofe  fannilies,   who,  honafde,  obtained  them  either  for  money,   or 
by  their  labour.     If  Pennfylvania   had    fold   the  fame  lands,   the    fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature  would  doubtlefs  award. an   indemnification  in 
money.     But  in  the  United  States,   whofe  conftitution  is,  and  mufl:  be 
founded  on  the  rights  of  man,  and  modelled  by  juftice,  peaceful  and  in- 
duftrious   inhabitants   will  never   be  driven  from  their   polTeflions,  or 
expelled  from  their  homes.     The  foldiers,  ordered  to  carry  fuch  a  fen- 
tence  into  execution,   would  be  too  deeply  affefted ;   their  own  feelings 
would  contradift  the  oath  of  allegiance  they  have  taken,  and  humanity 
would  forbid  them,,  to  co-operate   in  the  execution  of  the  lav/.     The 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania  is  too  wife,  and  toojuft,  not  to  embrace,  in  thefe 
circumftances,  a  refolution,.  which  is  dictated  by  the  very  principles  it 
profeffes. 

The  inhabitants,   who  derive   their   titles   from  Conne6licut,  form, 
we  were  told,  two  diflin£l:  claffes,   whofe  rights   are  of  a  widely  differ- 
ent complexion.     One  clafs  fettled  here  long  before  any  public  difcuf- 
lion  of  the  claims  of  the  two  ftates  took  place  ;  and  mofl  of  thefe  had 
to  rebuild  their  houfes,  which,  as   has  already  been   mentioned,   were 
deftroved  during;  the  war.     The  other  clafs   formed  their   fettlements 
after  the  above   award,  folicited  by  both    flates,  had   been   iffued,    and' 
therefore  were  not,  or,  at  leaf!:,  fliould  not  have  been   ignorant   of  the 
hazard,  to  which  they  expofed  themfelves.    Several  perfons  in  Connec- 
ticut have  proceeded  in  this  bufinefs  in  a  manner  extremely  blameable, 
efpecially   one  Colonel   Franklin,   who,   two  years  ago,   decoyed  fe- 
veral  families  into  this  country,  notwithftanding  the  oppoiition   of  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  order,    who  difcouraged 
thefe  unfair  proceedings,  and  foretold  to  the   new  fettlers,   that  they 
would  foon  be  difpofTeffed  of  their  eftates.     Moft  of  the  families  lately 
arrived  here  are  poor.     They  obtained  the  land  gratis,   and  are  the  lefs 
difturbed  in  their  prefent  momentary  enjoyments,  by  apprehenfions  of 
fome  future  difpoffeflion,  as  the  charader  of  many  among  them  is  not 
of  the  faireft  complexion..    The  colonel  aded  on  the  principle,  that  an 
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increafe  of  the  number  of  colonifts  would  increafe  the  force  of  refin- 
ance again  ft  the  fentence  of  a  judicial  difpoffeffion,  in  which,  being 
himfelf  a  proprietor,  he  is  perfonally  concerned.  This  difference,  in 
point  of  the  period  of  pofTeffion,  and  of  the  fpecies  of  property,  ren- 
ders it  far  more  eafy  to  accommodate  matters,  than  it  might  otherwife 
have  proved  ;  fince  the  difference  being  fettled  with  the  landholders  of 
the  former  clafs,  the  execution  of  any  vigorous  meafure,  which  it  may 
be  neceffary  to  adopt  againft  thofe  of  the  latter,  will  be  greatly  facili- 
tated, 

Afylum  ftands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Sufquehannah,  which  muft 
be  crofled,  in  order  to  reach  this  fcttlement.  It  has  been  only  fifteen 
years  eftablifhed.  MefTrs.  Talon  and  De  Noailles,  who  arrived  here 
from  England,  richer  in  hopes  than  in  cafli,  fancied  they  fliould  be  able 
to  purchafe,  cultivate,  and  people  two  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land. 
They  interefted  in  their  projeft  fome  planters  of  St.  Domingo,  who  efcap- 
ed  from  the  ruins  of  that  colony,  and  who  had  prudence  enough  care- 
fully to  preferve  the  remains  of  their  fortune.  MefTrs.  Morris  and  Ni- 
cholfon,  who  poflefs  immenfe  tracks  of  land  in  the  United  States,  were 
Avilling  and  ready  to  meet  their  views.  Lands  were  chofen  on  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  the  price  and  inftalments  were 
regulated,  and  the  firft  trees  felled  *  on  the  fpot,  which  was  fele6led  for 
the  town.  Mr.  de  Noailles  took  upon  himfelf  the  management  of  the 
concerns  of  the  company  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Talon  caufed  the  firft 
]og-houfes  to  be  ere6ted  here,  and  the  land  to  be  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  new  inhabitants.  But  they  foon  difcovered,  that  they 
Ihould  be  difappointed  of  all  the  money,  which  they  had  hoped  to  re- 
ceive. MefTrs.  Morris  and  Nlcholfon  readily  releafed  them  from  this 
iirft  difficulty,  and  the  contrail  was  refcinded.  From  exclufive  pro- 
prietors of  thefe  lands,  the  above  gentlemen  became  afTociates  and  part- 
ners in  trade  with  MefTrs.  Morris  and  Nicholfon,  in  all  the  profits  arifing 
from  their  fale,  and  the  quantity  was  enlarged  to  a  million  of  acres. 
Each  of  them  kept  about  fix  thoufand  acres,  as  his  private  property,  the 
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price  of  which  was  fomewhat  raifed  ;  but  more  diftant  periods  of  pay- 
ment were  fixed.     Mr.   Talon  was  appointed   agent  for  the  company, 
with  a  falary  of  three  thoufand  dollars.     The  buildings,  as  well  as  all 
other  expences,   were,  with  the  confent  of  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Nichol- 
fon,   placed  to  the  account  of  the  company.     The  ufe  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  houfe,   built  by  Mr.  Talon,   was  affigned  to  himfelf  as  agent. 
Ignorance  of  the  language  of  the  country,   want  of  pradtice  in   bufinefs 
of  this  kind,  avocations  of  a  different  nature,  and  the  embarrafTments 
of  the  company,  have  deprived  Mr.  Talon  of  the  moffc  exquifite  hap- 
pinefs,  an  emigrated  Frenchman  can  poffibly  enjoy,  to  open  a  peaceful 
and  comfortable  afylum  for  his  unfortunate  countrymen,  to  aflifl  them 
in    the   firfl   moments   of  their  fettlement,  and  thus  to    become   the 
founder  of  a  colony,  which  would  have   proved  as   honourable  to-  the 
name  of  a  Frenchman,  as  ufeful  to  the  unfortunate  fufFerers,  whom  it 
would  have  received.     An  enormous  expence,  partly  incurred  without 
a  mature  confideration  of  the  plan,  occafioned  deficiencies.     The  com- 
pany was  not  able  to  fulfil  its  engagements.     The  exertions  of  Mr. 
Talon  and  his  afifociates  were  not  equal  to   the  removal  of  thefe  diffi- 
culties ;  and   it   becoming   evident,  that   the  colony  could   not  attain 
profperity  fo  quickly  as  Mr.  Talon  had  expefted,  he  refigned  his  fitua- 
tion  as  agent  to  Mr.  Nicholfon,  and  fold  him  his  fhare  m  the  property 
of  the  company,  who,  having  fix  months  before  bought  that  of  Mr.  ds 
Noailles  alfo,  is  now  become  fole  proprietor  of  the  land. 

This  is  a  brief  (ketch  of  the  hiftory  of  Afylum.  There  cannot  re- 
main a  doubt,  but  that  this  eftabhfhment,  the  plan  of  which  is  cer- 
tainly the  work  of  much  deliberation,  would  have  proved  more  fuccefs- 
ful,  had  it  been  formed  by  degrees,  and  with  a  fufficient  fupply  of 
ready  money.  For  notwithflanding  the  errors  committed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  plan,  and  the  adverfe  incidents  it  has  met  with,  Afylum 
has  already  attained  an  uncommon  degree  of  perfed:ion,  confidering  its 
infant  flate.  Thirty  houfes,  built  in  this  town,  are  inhabited  by  fa- 
milies from  St.  Domingo,  and  from  France,  by  French  artizans,  and 
even  by  Americans.     Some  inns  and  two  (hops  have  been  eflablifhed, 
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the  bufinefs  of  which  is  confiderable.  Several  town-fKares  have  been 
put  into  very  good  condition  ;  and  the  fields  and  gardens  begin  to  be  pro- 
du£live.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  ground  has  been  cleared,  on  the 
creek  Loyalfock  ;  where  the  company  has  allotted  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  acres  of  land,  in  part  of  a  hundred  thoufand  acres,  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Afylum  have  purchafed  by  fublcription.  Similar  agri- 
cultural operations,  which  take  place  in  almofl:  every  town-fhare,  arc 
intended  to  enliven,  at  once,  all  the  different  parts  of  this  large  tra6l  of 
ground.  The  town-fliares  confift  each  of  four  hundred  acres,  from  ten 
to  twenty  of  which  are  cleared.  The  owner  can  therefore  either  fettle 
there  himfelf,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  entrufl  it  to  a  farmer.  The 
clearing  of  the  town-fliares  is,  at  prefent,  efFefted  by  fubfcription, 
on  this  principle  ;  that  for  every  acre  belonging  to  a  fubfcriber,  who 
has  cleared  ten  acres,  five  of  which  only  are  enclofed  with  fences,  nine 
dollars  are  paid. 

Mr.  de  Montule,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Afylum,  direfts  this 
clearing  of  the  ground  ;  tlie  plan  of  which  he  conceived  for  the  v/elfare 
of  the  colony.  The  fentiments  of  the  coJonills  are  good.  Every  one 
follows  his  bufinefs,  the  cultivator  as  well  as  the  inn-keeper  and  tradef- 
man,  with  as  much  zeal  and  exertion,  as  if  he  had  been  brought  up 
to  it.  The  foil  is  tolerably  good,  the  climate  healthful.  Ahiiofl:  all 
the  ingredients  of  a  thriving  colony  concur  in  Alylum,  and  afford 
room  to  hope,  that  thefe  great  natural  advantages  will,  in  time,  be  im- 
proved, for  the  benefit  and  profperity  of  the  colonifls.  A  new  trading 
company  has  fuperfeded  the  former;  at  leafl  the  firm  and  management 
of  the  company's  concerns  have  been  altered,  Mr.  Robert  Morris  has 
entirely  left  it,  and  Mr.  Nichollbn,  being  now  the  only  proprietor,  has 
formed  a  bank  of  his  million  of  acres,  divided  into  five  thoufand  fliares, 
containing  each  two  hundred  acres,  the  price  of  which,  at  two  dol- 
doUars  and  half  per  acre,  is  five  hundred  dollars.  They  bear  fix  pjr 
cent  intereft,  which  increafes  in  proportion  to  the  flate  of  the  land  ; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years,  the  period  at  which  the  cominuiy 
is  to  be  dilTolved,  all  the  benefits   and  advantas;es  accruing;  to  the  bank 
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are  to  be  divided  among  the  holders  of  fhares.  An  office  has  been  efta- 
bliflied  by  the  latter,  for  the  dire6lion  and  management  of  the  concerns 
of  the  bank. 

This  new  company,  taught  by  the  errors  of  the  former,  will  no  doubt 
make  it  their  principal  bufinefs,  to  promote  the  profperity  of  Afylum  i 
v/hich,  alone,  can,  in  any  confiderable  manner,  increafe  the  value  of 
the  land.  Yet  fome  previous  facrifices  will  alfo  be  required  for  that 
purpofe.  It  will  be  neccfTary  to  conftruft  new  roads,  and  repair  the 
old  ones.  Encouragement  muft  alfo  be  given  to  the  families,  which 
already  inhabit  Afylum  ;  and  advantageous  offers  muft  be  held  out  to 
fuch,  as  may  be  difpofed  to  fettle  there.  If  thefe  things  be  done,  Afy- 
lum will  foon  be  peopled.  Motives  arifing  from  French  manners  and 
opinions  have  hitherto  prevented  even  French  families  from  fettling 
here.  Thefe  are  now,  however,  in  great  meafure  removed,  and  if 
the  company  fliall  proceed  with  judgment  and  prudence,  as  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will,  there  can  hardly  remain  a  doubt,  but  that  Afylum  will 
fpeedily  become  a  place  of  importance.  Its  fituation  on  the  Sufquc- 
hannah,  two  hundred  miles  from  its  fource,  fits  it  in  a  peculiar  manner 
for  an  emporium  of  the  inland  trade.  French  activity,  fupported  with 
money,  will  certainly  accelerate  its  growth  ;  and  this  will  douhtlefs  in 
time  convince  the  world,  that  the  enterprife  and  affiduity  of  French- 
men are  equally  confpicuous  in  profperous  and  adverfe  circumftances. 

The  following  families  have  either  already  fettled,  or  intend  to  fet- 
tle, at  Afylum,  viz.  i.  Mr.  de  Blacons,  deputy  for  Dauphine,  in  the 
conftituent  affembly.  Since  his  quitting  France,  he  has  married  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  Maulde,  late  canonefs  of  the  chapter  of  Bonbourg. 
They  keep  a  haberdaflier's  {hop.  Their  partner  is  Mr.  Colin,  formerly 
Abbe  de  Sevigny,  arch-deacon  of  Tours,  and  confe'tller  au  grand  confe'il. 
2.  Mr.  de  Montule,  late  captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe,  married  to  a  lady 
of  St.  Domingo,  who  refides  at  prefent  at  Pottfgrove.  3.  Madame  de 
Sybert,  coufin  to  Mr.  de  Montule,  and  reli£t  of  a  rich  planter  of  St. 
Domingo.  4.  Mr.  Becdelierre,  formerly  a  canon,  now  a  fliop- 
keeper ;  his  partners  are  the  tv/o   MefTrs.  de  la  Roue,  one  of  whom 

N  was 
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^v^LS  (ormerly  7L  pet  if  gens- d^anne,  and  the  other  a  captain  of  infantry. 
The  latter  has  married  a  fifter  of  Madame  Sybert,  Mademoifelle  de 
Bercy,  who  intends  to  eftablifli  an  inn  on  the  road  from  Afylum  to 
-Loyalfock,  eight  miles  from  the  former  place,  whither  flie  is  on  the 
point  of  removing  with  her  huftand.  6.  Mr.  Beaulieu,  formerly  a 
captain  of  infantry  in  the  French  fervice,  who  ferved  in  America, 
during  the  laft  war,  in  the  legion  of  Potoflcy.  He  has  remained  ever 
fince  in  this  country,  has  married  an  Englifii  Indy,  and  now  keeps  an 
inn.  7.  Mr.  Buzard,  a  planter  of  St.  Domingo,  and  phyfician  in  that 
colony,  who  has  fettled  at  Afylum  with  his  wife,  daughter,  and  fon, 
and  fome  negroes,  the  remains  of  his  fortune.  8.  Mr.  de  Noailles, 
a  planter  of  St.  Domingo.  9.  Mr.  Dandelot,  of  Franchecomte,  late 
an  officer  of  infantry,  who  left  France  on  account  of  the  revolution,  and 
arrived  here  deftitute  of  property,  but  was  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Talcn, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  purfuits  with  fpirit  and  fuccels.  10. 
Mr.  du  Petit  Thouars,  an  officer  of  the  navy,  who,  encouraged  by 
the  conftituent  alTembly,  and  affifled  by  a  fubfcription,  embarked  in  an 
expedition  in  queft  of  Mr.  de  la  Peroufe.  He  was  detained  on  the  coafl:  of 
Brafil  by  the  governor  of  the  colony,  Fernando  de  Noriguez,  and  fent 
with  his  crew  to  Portugal,  where  he  was  very  ill  treated  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe  government,  ftripped  of  all  his  property,  and  only  efcaped  far- 
ther perfecution  by  fleeing  to  America,  where  he  lives  free  and  happy, 
without  property,  yet  without  want.  He  is  employed  in  clearing  about 
two  or  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  have  been  prefented  to  him. 
His  fociable,  mild,  yet  truly  original  temper  and  charafter,  are  fet  off 
by  a  noble  firnplicity  of  manners  *.  11.  Mr.  Nores,  a  young  gentle- 
man, who  embarked  with  Mr.  du  Petit  Thouars,  and  efcaped  with  him 
to  this  country.  He  formerly  wore  the  petit  collet  f,  was  a  pupil  of 
Mr.  de  la    Chapelle,    pofTelTor  of  a  fmall  priory,  and  now  earns  his 

*  Du  Petit  Thouars  returned  afterwards  to  France,  obtained  the  command  of  a  fiiip  of 
the  line,  and  was  killed  in  the  unfortunate  battle  ofFthe  mouth  of  the  Nile. — Tranjl. 

t   The  petit  collet   (little   band)  was  formerly  a  diftinguifhing  mark  of  tlie  fecuiar 
clergy  in  France. — Tranjl. 

fubfiftence 
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fubfiflence  by  cultivating  the  ground.  12.  Mr.  Keating,  an  Iriflinnan, 
and  late  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Welfti.  At  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
volution he  was  in  St.  Domingo,  where  he  poffefTed  the  confidence  of  all 
parties,  but  refufed  the  moft  tempting  offers  of  the  commiffioners  of 
the  afiembly,  though  his  fentiments  were  truly  democratic.  It  was 
his  choice  and  determination,  to  retire  to  America  without  a  (hilling  in 
his  pocket,  rather  than  to  acquire  power  and  opulence  in  St.  Domingo 
by  violating  his  tirft  oath.  He  is  a  man  of  uncommon  merit,  diftin- 
guiflied  abilities,  extraordinary  virtue,  and  invincible  difintereflednefs. 
His  deportment  is  grave,  yet  affable.  His  advice  and  prudence  have 
proved  extremely  ferviceable  to  Mr.  Talon  in  every  department  of  his 
bufinefs.  It  was  he  who  negociated  the  late  arrangements  between 
MeflTrs.  Morris  and  Nicholfon  ;  and  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  the 
confidence,  which  his  uncommon  abilities  and  virtue  infpire,  enables  him 
to  adjuft  matters  of  difpute  with  much  gr-eater  facility  than  moft  other 
perfons,  13.  Mr.  Renaud  and  family.  He  is  a  rich  merchant  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, who  has  juft  arrived  with  very  confiderable  property,  preferved 
from  the  wreck  of  an  immenfe  fortune.  14.  Mr.  Carles,  a  prieft  and 
canon  of  Guernfey,  who  retired  to  America  with  a  fmall  fortune,  and 
who  has  now  fettled  at  Afylum  ;  he  is  an  induftrious  and  much-re- 
fpe£led  farmer.  15.  Mr.  Prevost,  a  citizen  of  Paris,  celebrated 
there  for  his  benevolence  ;  he  was  a  member  of  all  benevolent  focie- 
ties,  treafurer  of  the  philanthropic  fociety,  and  retired  to  America  with 
fome  property,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  he  expended  on  a  fettle- 
ment,  which  he  attempted  to  eftablifh  on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehan- 
nah,  but  which  did  not  eventually  fucceed.  He  now  cultivates  his  lot 
of  ground  on  the  Loyalfock,  as  if  his  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to 
the  fame  purfuit  ;  and  the  cheerful  ferenity  of  a  gentle,  candid,  philo- 
fophical  mind,  ftill  attends  him  in  his  laborious  retreat.  His  wife  and 
fifler-in-law,  who  have  alfo  fettled  here,  fhare  in  his  tranquillity  and 
his  happinefs.  16.  Madame  d'AuTREMONT,  with  her  three  children. 
She  is  the  widow  of  a  iTieward  at  Paris.  Two  of  her  fons  are  grown 
up  :  one  was  a  notary,  and  the  other  a  watch-maker  ;  but  they  have 
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now  become  hewers  of  wood,  and  tillers  of  the  ground,  and  fecure  by 
their  zeal,  ipirit,  politenefs,  and  unblemifhed  charader,  the  fympathy 
and  refpedl  of  every  feeling  mind. 

Some  families  of  artifans  are  alfo  eftabliihed  at  Afylum  ;  and  fuch 
as  condu6t  themfelves  properly  earn  great  wages.  This  cannot  be  faid 
of  the  greateft  part  of  them.  They  are,  in  general,  very  indifferent 
workmen,  and  much  addicted  to  drunkennefs.  In  time  they  will  be 
fuperfeded  by  more  valuable  men  ;  and  American  families,  of  a  better 
defcription,  will  fettle  here  :  for  thofe,  who  refide  at  prefent  at  Afy- 
lum, are  fcarcely  worth  keeping. 

One  of  the  greateft  impediments  to  the  profperity  of  this  fettlement 
will  probably  arife  from  the  prejudices  of  feme  Frenchmen  againft 
the  Americans,  unlefs  felf-intereft  and  reafon  fhould  prove  the  means 
of  removing  them.  Thefe  are  frequently  mauifefted  with  that  incon- 
lidcrate  levity,  with  which  Frenchmen,  in  general,  decide  on  things 
and  perfons  of  the  greateft  moment  ;  fome  of  them  vauntingly  de- 
clare, that  they  will  never  learn  the  language  of  the  country,  or  en- 
ter into  converfation  with  an  American.  Whether  particular  fadls' 
and  occurrences  can  jufl:ify  this  prejudice,  in  regard  to  htdiv'idiiah,  I  will 
not  affirm  ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  they  can  never  juflify  it  in  the  lati- 
tude of  z  general  opimon.  A  conducfl  founded  on  fuch  prejudices  would 
prove  extremely  hurtful  to  the  interefls  of  the  colony  ;  the  progrefs  of 
which  has  been  already  retarded  by  fo  many  unavoidable  obftacles,  that 
there  certainly  is  no  occafion  to  create  new  ones,  by  purpofely  exciting 
the  animofity  of  a  people,  among  whom  the  colony  has  been  formed, 
and  who,  in  the  judgment  of  every  impartial  man,  muft  be  confidered 
as  in  a  ftate  of  lefs  degeneracy  than  many  European  nations. 

The  real  farmers,  who  refide  at  Afylum,  live,  upon  the  whole, 
on  very  good  terms  with  each  other  ;  being  duly  fenfible,  that  har- 
mony is  requifite,  to  render  their  fituation  comfortable  and  happy.  They 
pofTefs  no  confiderable  property,  and  their  way  of  life  is  fimple.  Mr. 
Talon  lives  in  a  manner  fomewhat  more  fplendid,  as  he  is  obliged  to 
maintain  a  number  of  perfons,  to  whom  his  afliftance  was  indifpenfable. 

It 
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It  is  to  be  wiftied  and  hoped,  that  the  whole  fettlemeut  may  prove 
ultimately  fuccefsful.  A  more  convenient  fpot  might,  doubtlefs,  have 
been  chofen.  But  not  to  mention,  that  ail  ex  pofl  fauto  judgments  are 
unfair,  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  colony  appears  lb  advantageous,  as 
to  warrant  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs.  Induflrious  families, 
however,  without  whom  no  fettlement  can  profper,  muft  be  invited  to 
it;  for  it  muft  be  confidered,  that,  however  polifhed  its  prefent  Inhabi- 
tants may  be,  the  gentleman  carmot  fo  ealily  difpenfe  with  the  afiiftance 
of  the  artift  and  the  hufbandman,  as  thefe  can  with  that  of  the  gentle- 
man. 

A  fpeedy  adjuftment  of  the  prefent  differences  between  Connefticut 
and  Pennfylvania,   with  refpe6l  to  the  eftates  contiguous  to  the  lands  of 
Afylum,   would  alfo  prove  a  defirable   and  fortunate  circumftance  for 
this  colony.     None  but   perfons  of  indifferent  character  are  willing  to 
fettle  on  ground,  the  title  to  which  remains  a  matter  of  difpute.     Even 
the  fmall  number  of  colonifts  we  found  between  Wilkfbarre  and  Tio- 
ga are  by  no  means  praifeworthy  in  their  morals  ;    and  they  are   poor, 
lazy,  drunken,  quarrelfome,  and  extremely  negligent  in  the  culture  of 
their  lands.     The   valuable  emigrants   from  New-England,  from  the 
eaftern  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah,   who  fhould  be  encouraged  to  fet- 
tle here,  will  certainly  not  make  their  appearance,  till  they  can  be  fure 
of  cultivating  their  land  without  oppoiition,  and   of  retaining  the    un- 
difturbed   poifeflion  of  their  eftates.     It    is   therefore   of   the    oreateft 
importance   to   the  company   of    Afylum,  that  this   weighty  bulinefs 
fhould   be  fpeedily  and  finally  adjufted.     When  that   is  accomplifhed, 
the  company  will  doubtlefs  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  adveitiling 
the  whole  million  of  acres  ;  they  will  endeavour  to  combine   feparate 
eftates  with   each   other,  by  purchafing  the   intervening  lands  ;  they 
will  make  public  their  right   of  property,  purfue  a  vv'ell   concerted  ge- 
neral plan,  execute  it  with  the  requilate  care   and  difpatch,   and   make 
the  neceffary  facrifices.      They  will  perceive  how  advantageous  and  im- 
portant it  is,  to  place  Afylum,  as  it  were,  in  full  adtivity,    by  conftru6t- 
ing   the   roads   already   projeded  and   commenced,    by   eftablifhing  a 
fchool,  by  inviting  induftrious   fettlers,  and  by  endeavouring  to   me- 
liorate 
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liorate  the  breeds  of  horfes  and  cattle  :  in  fliort,  by  encouraging  ufefui 
eftablifhnnents  of  every  kind.  A  few  hundreds  of  dollars,  laid  out  here 
properly,  would  produce  the  moft  confiderable  and  lafting  improvements. 
In  fuch  cafes,  however,  it  is  requifite  to  calculate  well,  that  we  may 
expend  judicioufly.  By  prudent  and  liberal  meafures,  the  profperity  of 
this  French  colony,  and  confequently  of  the  company,  would  be  efTen- 
tially  infured  and  promoted.  And  when  this  fettlement  fhall  have 
once  ripened  into  a  flourifliing  ftate,  it  will  ferve  to  conned);  the  coun- 
try, which  is  already  cultivated  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  above  and 
below  Afylum,  and  thus  prove  a  lource  of  animation  to  this  interefl- 
ing  part  of  Pennfylvania.  But  unlefs  a£live  and  judicious  mealures  be 
purfued,  Afylum  will  inevitably  fufFer  from  the  partial  inconveniences, 
which  attend  its  fituation,  and  from  the  errors  committed  in  the  firft 
formation  of  this  colony  ;  and  inftead  of  attaining  to  the  wiflied  for  prof- 
perity, it  muft,  on  the  contrary,  find  its  decline,  if  not  downfal,  in 
the  very  nature  of  its  eftablifhment. 

Every  thing  in  this  fettlement,  at  prefent,  appears  in  a  precarious 
condition.  The  price  of  provifion  depends  on  a  variety  of  fludluating 
circumftances.  By  the  aftivity  and  prudence  of  certain  individuals  the 
town  is  abundantly  fupplied  with  grain  and  meat,  and  this  honeft  eco- 
nomy keeps  provifion  at  a  moderate  price.  But  men  of  a  lefs  liberal 
way  of  thinking  have  it  alfo  in  their  power  to  occafion  fcarcity  ot  the 
iirft  necelTarles  of  life,  and  raife  their  price  to  a  rate  beyond  all  pro- 
portion to  that  of  other  commodities.  The  information,  which  I  have 
been  able  to  colle6l,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  agriculture,  however  accu- 
rate at  the  prefent  moment,  can  hardly  be  thought  lufficient  for  the  di- 
rection of  a  planter,  who  fliould  incline  to  fettle  here  ;  I  fhall,  how- 
ever, lay  it  before  my  readers,  fuch  as  it  is. 

The  land  behind  the  town  is  tolerably  good  ;  but  that  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  confifts  of  excellent  meadows,  laid  out  by  families,  who  fet- 
tled here,  before  the  prefent  colonifts,  producing  very  good  hay,  pretty 
confiderable  in  quantity,  and  they  are  capable  of  ftill  farther  improve- 
ment.    The  foil  of  Loyalfock  is.,  in  general,  excellent.     Many  trees 

grow 
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grow  there,  which  evince  its  goodnefs,  fuch  as,  the  white  Virglniaa: 
wahiut-tree,  white  oak,  plane-tree,  fiigar-miple  and  hemlock-fir.    It  is 
a  circumftance  worthy  of  notice,  that  half-way  between  Loyalfock  and 
Afylum,  common  oak,  which  in  the  fields  about  the  latter  place  is  found 
in  abundance,  becomes  at  once  fo  fcarce,  that  not  two  hundred  oak  trees 
grow  in  the  whole  diftridl  of  Loyalfock,   which  contains  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  acres.     The  price  of  the  company's  latid  is  at  prefent  two. 
dollars  and  half  per  acre  ;   very  little  however  is  fold.     That  of  the  town 
of  Afylum  fetches  little  more;  although  there  is  little  doubt,  that  the 
price  will  rife  gradually  to  ten  dollars.     The  land  contiguous  to  Afy- 
lum, which  does  not  belong  to   the   company,   being  at   prefent  in  an 
unfettled  ftate  with  refpe6l  to  the  right  of  property,  this  circumftance 
renders  it  a  very  undefirable  poffeffion  for  fuch  fettlers,   as  do  not  wi(h 
to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  of  fubfequent  litigations,  and  con- 
quently  to  being  difpoffeffed  of  their  purchafes.     Hitherto  the  grain  ap- 
pears to  have  fufi^ered  but  little  from  the  Heffian  fly  and  from  blio-hts.  The 
winter  lafts  here  from  four  months  and  half  to  five  months.    Aoriculture 
however  has  hitherto  advanced  fo  llowly,  that  the  cattle  fuffer  much 
during  that  feafon  from  want  of  fodder.     They  are,   for  the  mofl  part, 
fed  with  turnips,  gourds,  and  ftraw  of  Indian  corn.     Both  oxen  and 
cows  are  of  a  very  indifferent  fort,  as  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
the  breed  of  cattle  brought  hither  by  the  fettlers.     Both   feed-time  and 
harveft  take  place  here  about  a  fortnight  later  than  in   the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia.     The   land    yields    about    fifteen    or  twenty    bulhels    of 
wheat,  fixty  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,   and   three  tuns   of  hay  per  acre. 
The  foil  feems  naturally  better  adapted  for  meadows  than  for  corn  land  ; 
but  from  the  little  trouble  attending  the  driving  of  the  cattle  into  the  fo- 
reft,  the  produce  in  corn  is  rather  apparently  great  than  fo  in  facl.     Iti 
ploughing  they  generally  employ  oxen,   which,  it  fhould  be  obferved, 
are  not  fubjedl  to  any  particular  difcafe.     They  are  at  times  driven   to 
Philadelphia;  and  the  country  people  frequently  ad  here  with  fo  little 
judgment,  as  even  to  fend  them   two  hundred  miles  ofi-",  when  they 
might  obtain  much  better  prices,  and  even  ready  money,,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 
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bourhopd.  The  bullocks,  which  are  confumcd  in  Afylum,  are  gene- 
rally brought  from  the  back  fettlements,  but  it  is  frequently  found  ne- 
ceflary,  to  lend  thither  for  them.  They  are  generally  plentiful  :  the 
uncommon  duration  of  the  laft  winter,  however,  proved  fo  de- 
ftrudive  to  the  cattle,  that  few  are  nov/  to  be  {cen,  and  a  great 
fcarcity  of  beef  prevails  at  Afylum,  as  well  as  in  various  other  parts  of 
America. 

The  grain,   which  is  not   confumed   in  Afylum,   finds   a  market  in 
Wilkfbarre,  and  is  tranfported  thither  on  the  river.     In  the  fame  man- 
ner all  kinds  of  merchandize  are  conveyed  from  Philadelphia  to  Afy- 
lum.    They  are  carried  in  waggons  as  far  as  Harrifburg,  and   thence 
fent  in  barges  up  the  river.     The  freight  amounts,  in    the   whole,  to 
two  dollars  per  cwt.     The  fait  comes  from  the  falt-houfes  at  Gcneflee, 
on  the  lake  of  Ontario.     Flax  is  produced  in   the  country  about  Afy- 
lum ;   and  the  foil  is   very  fit   for   producing  crops  of  that   commodity. 
Maple-fugar  is  made  here  in    great    abundance.     Each    tree   is   com- 
puted to  yield,  upon  an  average,   from  two  pounds  and  half  to  three 
a   year.     MelaiTes  and    vinegar  are    alfo  prepared   here.     I  have   feen 
MefTrs.  De  Vilaine  and  Dandelot  make  fugar  in  this  place,   which 
iTiuch  furpafles  any  of  the  fame   kind,    that  has  hitherto  come   under 
my  obfervation.     A  confiderable  quantity  of  tar  is  alio  made,  and  fold 
for  four  dollars  per  barrel,  containing  thirty-two  gallons.    Day-labourers 
are   paid  at  the    rate  of  five   (hillings  a   day.     Mr.    de  Montule    em- 
ploys workmen  from  the  eaftern  branch  of  the  river,  to  clear  his  land  ; 
to   thefe   he   pays   half  a   dollar  a    day,  befides   allowing   them    their 
vidtuals  ;   the  overfeer.receives  a  dollar  and  a  third  per  day  ;  thele  peo- 
ple turn  out   to  be  very  good  workmen.     They   are   eafily   procured, 
when  employment  is   enfured   to   them   for  any   length    of  time  ;  but 
otherwife,  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  them.  The  manufafture  of  pot- 
aflies  has   alfo  been  commenced  at  Afylum  ;  and  it  is  in  contemplation 
to  attempt  the  brewing  of  malt-liquor.    A  corn-mill  and  a  faw-mill  are 
building  on  the  Loyalfock. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  Iketch  of  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  this  interefling 

fcttlement, 
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ftttlement,  which,  even  a  twelvemonth  hence,  will  no  longer  retain 
its  prefent  features.  To  judge  from  the  adkual  condition  of  the  pro- 
bable progrefs  and  duration  of  this  infant  colony,  it  muft  either  rife 
or  fall  rapidly.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  want  of  fimilarity  to  the 
original  in  my  defcription,  which  may  be  obfervable  next  year  in  the 
colony,  will  arife  from  its  rapid  progrefs  towards  maturity ;  and  this 
hope  is  grounded  on  probable  appearances. 

Tuefday,  the  2d  of  June. 

On  our  arrival  at  Afylum,  it  was  not  our  intention  to  have  flopped 
more  than  four  days  in  that  place.  But  the  pleafure  of  meeting  with 
Mr.  and  Madame  de  Blacons,  a  defire  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  of  its  profpeils  of  future 
improvement ;  and  the  cordial  I'eception  we  experienced  from  all  its  in- 
habitants, induced  us  to  add  four  days  to  our  ftay  ;  and,  in  the  whole, 
we  flopped  twelve  days.  On  Tuefday,  the  zd  of  June,  we  at  length. 
took  our  departure.  MelTrs.  De  Blacons  and  Du  Petit  Thouars  joined  our 
caravan  ;  the  latter,  who  travelled  on  foot,  had  fet  out  the  preced- 
ing evening.  The  road  from  Afylum  to  Tioga  leads,  like  the  refl, 
through  continued  woods.  We  preferred  that  on  the  right  bank  ;  as  we 
fhould  then  be  obliged  to  crofs  the  river  only  once.  The  road  is  in  fome 
places  exceffively  miry  and  flony,  although  in  others  it  is  very  good. 
On  the  whole  it  may  be  called  tolerable,  yet  it  is  often  difficult  to  be 
found.  It  affords  but  few  flriking  profpeds.  The  Sufquehannah,  which 
we  met  with  but  once,  during  our  whole  journey,  flows  conflantly 
between  two  chains  of  mountains,  which  feem  to  encroach  upon  its 
channel,  but  from  time  to  time  open  into  vallies  more  or  lefs  deep, 
but  never  very  extenfive. 

We  flopped  at  Solomon  Teasy's,  to  refl  our  horfes.  This  planter 
occupies  an  eftate  of  five  hundred  acres,  only  thirty  of  which  are  yet 
cleared,  and  which  belongs  to  the  village  of  Old  Shefhequen.  Its 
owner  arrived  here  about  five  years  ago,  from  the  county  of  Orange, 
in  the  flate  of  New  York  ;  but  he  now  intends  to  fettle  in  Geneffee ; 
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and,  confequently,  wifhes  to  difpofe  of  his  plantation,  which  he  holds 
from  the  fliate  of  Connefticut ;  the  price  he  demands  is  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  that  is  to  fay,  about  ten  dollars  and  three- 
fourths  per  acre.  Another  landholder,  at  whofe  houfe  we  firopped  to 
procure  dire6lions  about  the  road,  intimated  to  us  a  fimilar  defign,  as  he 
miftook  us  for  land-jobbers.  His  plantation  coiififled  of  three  hundred 
acres,  fixty  of  which  were  cleared,  with  a  corn  and  a  faw-mill ;  which 
he  eftimated  at  one  thoufand  three  hundred  dollars.  He  allied  for  the 
whole  eftate  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars,  which  is  tantamount  to 
eight  dollars  and  half  per  acre.  The  ftate  of  agriculture  is  no  better 
here  than  in  the  other  parts  of  Pennfylvania,  and  even  worfe  than  in 
many  of  them,  all  the  plantations  being  yet  in  that  infant  ftate,  where 
the  foil  yields  rich  crops  without  cultivation.  The  fettlers  too  are 
doubtful  whether  their  rights  to  their  pofTeifions  will  be  confirmed, 
have  much  bufinefs  upon  their  hands,  and  are  in  general  little  able  to 
advance  money  for  the  improvement  of  their  lands,  fo  that  they  hardly 
give  themfelves  the  trouble  even  to  plough  up  the  ground.  For  this 
purpofe  they  make  ufe  of  oxen,  the  medium  price  of  a  yoke  of  which 
is  feventy  dollars.  Wheat  commonly  fells  for  one  dollar  a  bufhel,  rye 
for  four  (hillings,  and  oats  from  two  fhillings  and  fix-pence  to  three 
fhillings.  There  are  two  fchools  in  the  neighbouring  country,  which 
are  both  kept  by  women,  who  teach  needle- work  and  reading."  To  learn 
to  read  is,  therefore,  the  only  inftruftion,  which  boys  can  obtain  here. 
Thefe  fchools  are  maintained  folely  by  the  fee  of  five  fhillings  a  quar- 
ter paid  by  each  fcholar.  They  are  evidently  infufficient,  yet  they  a.'-e 
fchools  ;  and  thefe  are  yet  very  rare  in  Pennfylvania. 

No  place  has  been  hitherto  fet  apart  here  for  religious  worfhip.  They^ 
who  defire  to  perform  this,  affemble  in  private  houfes,  and  eng-age  a 
preacher  for  a  yearly  falary,  which,  however,  is  very  fmall.  Families 
of  methodifts  conftitute  the  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  river    ftands    New  Shefhequen,   a  fmall 

neat  town,  containing  about  twelve  houfes,  which  are  built  either  of 

rough  logs  or  boards.      It  is   feated  in  a  very  pleafant  plain.     The 
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juftice  of  the  peace,  the  furgeon,  and  the  paftor  of  the  neighbouring 
country,  refide  in  this  place.  It  contains  ihops,  in  (hort  all  thofe  things 
which  are  found  only  in  a  principal  town. 

The  road  from  Old  Shefliequen  to  Tioga,  which  had  been  repre- 
fented  to  us  as  a  very  bad  one,  proved,  on  the  contrary,  very  good. 
Here   the   farm-houfes   lie  clofer    to   each    other.     Near  Tioga,   the 
river  of  the  fame  name  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Sufquehannah.     The 
fite  of  the  town,   or  rather  of  the  eight  or  teti  houfes  which  are  Co 
called,  is  about  two  miles  diftant   from  the  confluence  of   the   tw<5 
rivers,  and  very  pleafant.     The  mountains,    which   form    the  banks 
of  the  Sufquehannah,  do  not  lie  fo  clofe  together,  as  in  any  other  part 
of  its  courfe   that  we  have  yet  feen.     The  country  behind  Tioga  de- 
fcends  into  a  plain  of  upwards  of  three  miles  in  extent.     The  foil  is 
good ;  and,  from  the  fituation  of  the  town,  it  is  likely  to  acquire  fomc 
importance  in  time,  when  the  land  on  both  fides  of  the  river  fliall  become 
cultivated  and  populous.  There  is  not  one  fpring,  however,  to  be  found 
either  on  the  fpot  where  the  town  flands,  or  in  its  vicinity,  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  are  obliged  either  to  fink  wells,  or  to  fetch  water  from  the 
river  ;  and,  in  either  cafe,  the  water  is  far  from  being  good.   The  price 
of  land,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  is  eight  dollars  per  acre, 
when,    out  of  three  hundred  acres,    to  the  proportion  of  fifty  or  fixty 
are  already  cleared  of  wood.     The  town-fliares  are  fixteen   yards  in 
breadth  by  fifty    in  depth,    and  coft  twenty  dollars.      The  price  of 
wheat  is  feven  (hillings  and  fix-pence  per  bufhel,  rye  fells  for  fix  (hil- 
lings a  bufiiel,    and  oats  from  three  to  four  (hillings.     Some  venifon 
excepted,  which  at  times  comes  to  market,  no  fre(h  meat  has  been  feeii 
at  Tioga  fince  lafl  autumn.     The  merchants  of  the  place  carry  on  aa 
inconfiderable  trade  in  hemp,  which  they  get  from  the  upper  parts 
of  the  river,  and  fend  to  Philadelphia  by  Middle  Town.    We  were  in- 
formed, that  the  (hops  at  Afylum  prove  very  hurtful  to  the  trade  of 
Tioga,  a  complaint  which  gave  our  fellow-traveller,     who  keeps  a 
(hop  in  Afylum,  no  fmall  fatisfa<3:ion, 
Laft  year  there  were  three  inns  in  Tioga,  but,  at  this  time,  it  con- 
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tains  but  one ;  we  found  it  crowded  with  travellers  from  the  Jerfeys, 
Pennfylvaiiia,  and  New  York,  who  intended  to  fettle  on  the  lakes.  Af- 
ter a  fcanty  fupper,  we  were  all  obliged  to  take  up  with  two  beds  ; 
more  were  not  to  be  obtained  on  any  terms.  The  fheets,  which  had 
already  ferved  three  or  four  other  travellers,  were,  according  to  the 
landlady's  account,  very  clean  ;  and  fo  indeed  they  are  called,  in  all  the 
American  inns,  when  they  are  in  fa£t  totally  unfit  for  ufc.  Yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  enjoyed  the  fpecial  favour  of  being  permitted  to  lie  down 
in  boots,  as  thofe  of  our  party  really  did,  who,  like  myfelf,  preferred 
taking  their  repofe  on  the  ground,  wrapped  up  in  a  blanket. 

Wednefday^  the  o^d  of  June. 

Our  company  confifted,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  of  four  perfons, 
one  of  whom  (Mr.  du  Petit  Thouars)  travelled  on  foot,  but  whom  we 
had  promifed  to  relieve  occafionally  by  walking  in  rotation  part  of  the 
way. 

Near  Tioga  we  turned  from  the  river  Sufquehannah,  along  the 
banks  of  which  we  had  travelled  near  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and 
yet  the  fource  of  that  branch  which  we  quitted  is  diftant  two  hundred 
miles  ftill  farther  inland  ;  it  rifes  near  the  Mohawk's  river.  The  Suf- 
quehannah, throughout  its  courfe,  ferves  to  open  up  an  extenfive  coun- 
try of  rich  fertile  foil,  and  which  is  likely  to  acquire  an  increafuig 
importance  from  its  navigation,  that  extends  as  far  as  to  the  Che- 
fapeak.  It  is  an  unfavourable  circumllance,  however,  that  its  courfe 
is  fo  frequently  broken  by  rapids,  which,  even  at  high  water,  can- 
not be  paffed  without  danger  by  fmall  veflels.  It  is  in  fuch  fmall 
veffels,  or  on  rafts,  conftruded  of  trunks  of  trees  covered  with  boards, 
that  cargoes  of  provlfion,  &c.,  are  at  prefent  tranfported.  Thefe  rafts, 
which  draw  but  little  water  in  proportion  to  the  breadth  and  extent  of 
their  furface,  are  moftly  laden  with  provifion  for  the  lower  country. 
The  navigation  of  thefe  rafts  and  veffels  is  fomctimes  impeded  by  ob- 
Ilacles  infurmountable  ;  they  are  many  times  fliattered  from  being 
dafhed  on  the  banks  or   Ihallows,  and  often  beaten  entirely  to  pieces. 

The 
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The  number  of  men,  and  efpecially  of  veffels,  thus  wrecked  and  loft, 
is  very  confiderable. 

At  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  Tioga,  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania 
borders  upon  New  York,  and  here  begins  a  new  ftandard  of  coinage. 
A  dollar,  which  in  Pennfylvania  is  worth  only  feven  {hillings  and  fix- 
pence,  is  here,  with  greater  convenience  and  propriety,  divided  into 
eight  fliillings. 

N'iar  the  confines  of  Pennfylvania  a  mountain  rifes  from  the  bank 
of  the  river  Tioga,  in  the  Ihape  of  a  fugar-loaf,  upon  which  are  feen. 
the  remains  of  fome  entrenchments  ;  thefe  the  inhabitants  call  the 
Spanlfh  rampart^  but  I  rather  judge  them  to  have  been  thrown  up 
againft  the  Indians  in  the  times  of  Mr.  de  Nouville.  One  perpendicu- 
lar breaft-work  is  yet  remaining,  which,  though  covered  over  with 
grafs  and  bufhes,  plainly  indicates,  that  a  parapet  and  a  ditch  have  been 
conftru6led  here. 

We  flopped  to  breakfaft  about  ten  miles  from  Tioga,  at  the  houfe  of 
one  Mr.  Warren,  a  landholder,  who  fettled  here  four  years  ago.  His 
eftate  along  the  river  confifts  of  three  hundred  and  fcventy  acres  of 
land,  fifty  of  which  only  are  cleared ;  the  reft  are  ftony,  hilly,  and 
poor.  The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar,  oats  three  fhillings  and  fix 
pence,  and  rye  five  fliillings  per  bufhel.  The  cultivated  land  lies 
moftly  in  grafs.  Thefe  meadows,  which  are  fown  with  timothy-grafs, 
and  white  clover,  are  ufed  as  fuch  for  three  or  four  years.  They  are 
then  broken  up,  fov/n  with  wheat,  and  ufed  again  as  grafs  land. 
Mr.  Warren,  it  feems,  never  fows  oats  among  the  clover.  His  ftock 
appeared  to  be  in  very  good  order  ;  the  ftieep  were  tolerably  good  ;  at 
the  (hearing  time  the  wool  weighs  from  four  to  five  pounds  a  fleece  j 
its  medium  price  is  four  fliillings  per  pound.  This  planter,  only  three 
years  ago,  paid  nine  hundred  dollars  for  this  eftate,  and  he  now  afks 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  for  it. 

There  is  no  fchool  kept  in  the  neighbouring  country,  except  in  the 
winter  months,  when  every  fcholar  pays  a  dollar  per  quarter. 

The  road  from  Tioga  to  Painted  Poft  lies  for  the  moft  part  along 

the 
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the  bank  of  the  river  Tioga,  which  is  here  about  as  troad  as  the  mouth 
of  the  Oife.  Its  water  is  very  clear.  The  flream  is  rapid,  and  the 
country  in  general,  through  which  it  flows,  is  more  open  and  pleafant 
than  that -watered  by  the  Sufquehannah. 

We  dined  at  New  Town,  which  has  not  been  built  more  than  feven 
ve^irs,  and  is  fituate  on  the  banks  of  the  Tioga.  Before  the  building  of 
this  town  the  Indians  were  in  pofleffion  of  the  territory.  This  place 
is,  at  prefent,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  difl:rj«Sl:  of 
New  Town  contains  twenty  thoufand  acres  of  land,  fold  originally 
for  eighteen  pence  the  acre,  which  now  fells  for  five  or  fix  dol- 
lars, and  in  fome  places  from  twenty- four  to  twenty- fix  dollars.. 
The  foil  near  the  river  is  remarkably  good.  The  plain  in  which 
New  Town  ftands  is  large,  and  covered  with  meadows.  In  the  other 
parts  of  the  twenty  thoufand  acres  but  very  little  wood  has  hitherto 
been  cut  down,  although  we  were  affured,  that  new  fettlers  are  conti- 
nually pouring  in.  The  whole  town  confifts  of  about  fifteen  houfes^ 
mofi;  of  them  being  either  inns  or  fhops. 

In  New  Town  we  met  with  Colonel  Starret,  and  we  accompa- 
nied him  to  his  own  houfe,  which  is  eight  miles  diflant  from  the  town. 
He  is  an  Irifhman  by  birth,  but  has  been  for  many  years  a  refident  of 
America ;  he  has  a  plantation  of  about  thirteen  hundred  acres,  only 
one  hundred  of  which  have  been  hitherto  rendered  fit  for  cultivation. 
Six  hundred  were  cleared  of  wood  by  the  Indians,  who  quitted  this 
part  of  the  country  only  five  years  ago.  He  has  lived  here  {even  years, 
during  two  of  which  he  was  entirely  furrounded  with  Indians ;  he  af- 
fured us,  however,  that  he  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  them  as  neigh- 
bours. The  Indians  burn  the  trees  down  to  the  flumps,  when  they 
clear  any  ground  ;  but  although  the  former  are  thereby  deftroyed,  the> 
flumps  which  remain  muft:  be  rooted  out,  before  the  foil  can  be  culti- 
vated. The  Colonel's  eftate  is  apparently  under  good  management. 
He  affured  us,  that  his  land  is  much  fuperior  to  any  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  that  it  yields  forty  bufhels  of  wheat,  and  as  much  Indian  corn 
tnnually;  and  that  his  meadows  produce  two  tuns  of  hay  per  acre. 

He 
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He  ploughs  with  oxen,  which  are  of  a  very  good  fort.  According  to 
his  account,  he  ploughs  deeper  than  we  have  obfervcd  any  where  elfe 
in  America,  naaking  ufe  of  ploughs  of  various  conftruftions.  He 
keeps  no  fheep,  on  account  of  the  wolves,  which  are  faid  to  be  verj 
numerous  in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  having  been  but  lately  cleared. 
He  has  a  beautiful  breed  of  cows,  and  a  fine  looking  young  bull,  pro- 
duced from  a  cow,  which  he  bought  of  'Squire  Wallis,  on  the  eaf- 
tern  arm  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  it  is  of  the  Englifh  breed.  The  cow, 
big  with  calf,  cofl  him  thirty-two  dollars  ;  he  rears  his  calves,  and 
does  not  fell  them.  The  winter  commonly  lafts  here  fix  months  ; 
during  which  time  his  cows  and  oxen  are  kept  in  the  ftable.  He  de- 
pofits  his  turnips,  which  he  gathers  in  autumn,  under  ground,  and 
feeds  his  cattle  with  them,  as  well  as  with  Indian  corn  and  hay. 

The  price  of  wheat  in  this   part   of  the  country  is   one  dollar,  rye 
five  fliillings,  and  oats  three  fhillings  per  bufhel.    It  is  difficult  to  pro- 
cure workmen  hereabouts.    Mr.  Starret  pays  them  after  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  per  day,  exclufive  of  visuals.     He  has  two  diftilleries,  one  upon 
the  eftate,  and  another  in  New  Town  ;  in  both  together  he  diftils 
about  two  thoufand  gallons  of  whilky  in   a  year,     Mr.  Starret  aflured 
us,  that  a  bufhel  of  ry£  yields,  in  his  diftilleries,  only  from  two  to  two 
gallons  and  a  half  of  whifky  ;  and   that  the  fpirit  is  not  good,  if  a  lar- 
ger quantity  be  diftilled  from  a  bufhel.     He  fells  his  whifky  for  one 
dollar  per  gallon,  while,  according  to  the  beft  information   we  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  collet,   whiflcy,  three  gallons  of  which  are  ob- 
tained from  a  bufhel,  cofls'  but  five  (hillings.     From  what  we  have 
iince  heard  of  this  planter,  it  is  probable,  that  his  account  is  greatly  ex- 
aggerated, for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  higher  price  for  his  whifky. 
The  workmen,  employed  in  his  diftilleries,  receive  one  hundred  and 
ninety  dolhrs  per  annum.    The, Colonel  told  us,  that  he  propofed  to  fell 
his  eflate;  that  he  has  refufed  ten  thoufand  dollars  for  it,  and  that  he 
means  to  refide  for  the  future  in  New  Town  ;  he  hinted,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  is  very  rich.    The  fame  evening  we  learned  from  'Squire 
Mac  GoRNicK,  that  this  pretended  Colonel  is  an  impoflor ;  that  he 
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purchafed  his  eftate,  which  he  told  us  he  had  bought  from  the  ftate  of 
New  York  for  eighteen  pence  per  acre,  of  a  private  gentleman,  at  the 
rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  ;  that  he  has  not  yet  paid  the  purchafe  mo- 
ney ;  and  that  he  will  probably  be  compelled  to  quit  the  eftate,  unlefs 
he  finds  means  to  difcharge  the  debt  within  the  fhort  time  ftill  allowed 
him.  This  man,  who  to  all  appearance  was  Co  free-hearted  and  kind, 
is,  at  the  bottom,  a  mere  fwindler ;  or,  at  leaft,  he  fuppofed  we  had  a 
defign  to  purchafe  land,  and  wifhed  to  fell  us  feme  at  an  exorbitant 
price. 

'Squire  Mac  Cornick,  with  whom  we  took  up  our  quarters  for  the 
night,  is  a  farmer,  and  keeps,  at  the  fame  time,  an  inn,  but  one  of 
that  defcription,  which  affords  neither  hay  for  horfes,  nor  food  for  tra- 
vellers, and  fcarcely  even  a  bed.  The  horfes  were  turned  out  on  the 
grafs.  Our  fupper  confided  of  rufly  bacon  and  coffee  ;  and  we  were 
all  four  obliged  to  fleep  in  two  beds,  which  belonged  to  the  family. 
The  fheets  had  already  ferved  them  fome  time,  and  it  appears  were  to 
ferve  them  ftill  longer.  Mr.  de  Blacons  and  myfelf  took  poffeffion  of 
that  of  the  landlord.  Though  completely  dreffed,  we  could  not  lie 
down  without  extreme  relu£lance  ;  our  wearinefs,  however,  overcame 
our  double  avcrfion  to  fleep  together,  and  between  fuch  flieets. 

Supper-time  was,  as  ufual,  fpent  in  mutual  enquiries.  We  learned, 
that  'Squire  Mac  Cornick  purchafed  his  eftate,  four  years  ago,  of  Meflfrs. 
PniLipand  Gorum  for  ten  fliilllngs  and  fixpence  per  acre ;  that  he  would 
not  fell  it  now  for  three  dollars;  that  he  poffeffes  about  three  thoufand 
acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  are  cultivated,  exclufive  of  forty 
others,  which  have  been  cleared  by  the  Indians.  His  land  yields  about 
thirty  bufliels  of  wheat,  fifty  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  and  four  hundred 
bufhels  of  potatoes,  per  acre.  He  keeps  about  forty  or  fifty  flieep,  of 
a  middling  fort,  and  but  common  wool.  He  appears  duly  fenfible  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  good  flock,  and  accordingly  he 
values  them  higher,  than  any  American  that  has  hitherto  fallen  within 
my  obfervation.  He  keeps  twenty-three  cows,  which  look  tolerably 
well,  a  bull  of  a  very  indifferent  breed,  and  two  yokes  of  very  fine 
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oxen  ;  he  has  refufed  one  hundred  dollars  for  a  yoke.  The  wolves 
have  already  deftroyed  fome  of  his  fheep.  To  prevent  a  repetition  of 
fuch  accidents,  he  now  keeps  feveral  large  bull-dogs,  and  caufes  the 
fiock  to  be  folded  every  night  ;  neither  is  he  deterred,  by  the  damage 
he  has  fjflained,  from  increafmg  the  number  of  his  ftieep.  'Squire 
Mac-Cornick  has  lived  here  for  fo  fhort  a  time,  that,  though  a  very  in- 
telligent man,  he  could  not  ftate  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the 
ufual  expences  of  houfe-keeping.  His  father  was  an  Iriftiman  ;  but  he 
himfelf  was  born  in  Pennfylvania,  and  has  travelled  in  England,  Ireland) 
Scotland,  France,  and  Switzerland.  He  held,  at  leafl:  according  to 
his  own  account,  a  commiffion  in  the  Englifti  fervice  ;  but  he  did  not 
name  the  regiment  in  which  he  ferved.  He  is  an  entertaining  man, 
who  appears  to  underfland  thoroughly  what  he  is  about ;  is  very  con- 
verfable,  civil,  and  modefl:,  and  exprefles  himfelf  with  judgment,  and 
often  indeed  with  elegance.  He  feems  well  acquainted  with  the  law* 
and  interefts  of  his  country,  and  is  the  father  of  a  numerous  family, 
from  whofe  affiflance  in  his  labours  he  is  now  beginning  to  reap  fome 
advantage. 

The  price  of  every  thing,  except  corn,  is  much  higher  here,  than  at 
Afylum,  Tioga,  or  even  Newtown,  chiefly  from  the  expenfivenefs 
of  carriage.  This  was  at  leaft  the  reafon  affigned  by  'Squire  Mac-Cor- 
nick for  the  high  amount  of  his  bill,  which  feemed  to  bear  no  kind  of 
proportion  to  the  compulfory  frugality  of  our  entertainment. 

The  ftate  of  New  York  impofes  no  taxes,  to  defray  the  expences  of  its 
government :  property  is  taxed  only  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  county 
and  diftrid.  Neither  the  land,  which  is  flill  covered  with  wood,  nor 
that  which  has  lately  been  cleared,  is  required  to  pay  any.  It  is  only 
the  land,  that  has  been  cultivated  for  a  coniiderable  time,  that  is  liable  to 
taxation.  The  county  taxes  are  raifed  upon  horfes,  oxen,  in  fhort,  upon 
the  whole  live  flock  of  the  farm.  All  thefe  different  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty are  valued  by  overfeers,  and  taxed  by  afTefTors,  in  proportion  to 
the  pecuniary  demands  of  the  county.  Thefe  taxes,  of  which  I  fhall 
have  an  opportunity  hereafter  to  give  a  more  particular  account,  are  all 
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laid  very  low.  'Squire  Mac-Cornick  paid  for  the  whole  of  his  taxes 
laft  yeaf  only  four  dollars  and  a  half. 

The  laws  of  the  flate  of  New  York  have  efrablifhed  poor-rates  for 
fuch  diftrifts  as  contain  paupers  ;  but  there  are  very  few  of  that  defcrip- 
tion  -o  be  found  in  this  new  country.  The  habitation  of 'Squire  Mac- 
Cornick  appertains  to  the  county  of  Ontario  ;  and  here  this  tax  is  railed, 
but  not  in  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  expence  of  building  prifons, 
feflions-houfes,  &c,  is  defrayed  by  the  lubfcription  of  individuals.  The 
fchools  lie  at  confiderable  diftances  from  one  another,  and  are  kept  only 
in  winter  ;  their  charge  is  one  dollar  a  quarter  for  each  fcholar.  Read- 
ing and  writing  are  taught  in  the  fchools,  but  in  thefc  thinly  inhabited 
^^  forefts  the  inftrudtors  are,  in  general,  ignorant,  and  extremely  indolent. 

No  church  has  yet  been  built  here  ;  people  of  all  religious  perfua- 
lions  live  in  this  country,  and  all  feem  to  be  little  lolicitous  about  reli- 
gious matters,   whatever  be  the  particular  fe£t  to  which  they  belong. 

On  our  way  from  Newtown,  efpecially  between  Starret's  and  Mac- 
Cornick's  habitations,  the  foil  is  good  ;  and,  where  it  is  not  yet  cleared, 
is  covered  with  oaks  and  fine  pines.  A  great  part  however  has  beea 
cleared  by  the  Indians,  and  produces  excellent  grafs. 

From  Mac-Cornick's  houle  to  Painted  Poft  the  foil  continues  the 
fame;  but  the  dwellings  are  fo  thinly  fcattered,  that  you  may  travel 
twelve  miles  through  the  foreft,  without  finding  a  fingle  houfe.  The 
country,  being  flat,  is  expofed  to  inundation,  whenever  the  creeks  and 
the  river  Tioga  overflow.  In  the  month  of  December,  lad  year  (1794), 
the  water  rofe  to  an  unprecedented  height,  namely,  from  fifteen  to 
nineteen  feet  above  the  ufual  level.  Captain  Starber,  who  keeps  an 
inn  at  Painted  Poft,  reported  this  circumflance  to  me  as  an  unqucflion- 
able  fail.  He  could  eafily  meafure  the  rifing  of  the  water  in  his  welL 
This  extraordinary  inundation  fwept  away  a  great  number  offences. 

Thurfday,  the  Ath  of  June. 

We  breakfafled  at  Painted  Poft,  fix  miles  from  the  place  at  which  we 
had  paffed  the  night.     It  is  the  principal  town  pf  the  diflri*^,  and  de- 
rives 
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rives  its  name  from  a  poft,  hewn  and  painted  by  the  Indians,  the  flump 
of  which  is  yet  left  ftanding.  The  firft  inhabitants  fettled  here  only 
four  years  ago.  The  whole  town  at  prefent  confifts  of  ten  or  twelve 
fmall  houfes.  The  land  here  has  alfo  been  parcelled  out  and  fold  by 
the  ftate  of  New  York.  The  foil  is  good,  efpecially  near  the  town, 
where  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  dollars  are  the  common  price  for  an  acre. 
The  woods  are  full  of  rofe-bufhes,  apple  and  plumb  trees,  and  bil- 
berries. There  are  however  but  £ew  fu gar- maple  trees.  The  price  of* 
this  fugar  at  the  beginning  of  iaft  fpring  was  one  fhilling  per  pound.- 
Wheat  fells  for  feven  fliillings  a  buftiel ;  Indian  corn  for  four;  oats, 
three;  rye  for  eleven  fliillings  and  fix-pence;  and  hay  for  three 
pounds  a  tun ;  although  very  little  of  this  Iaft  article  is  fold,  and 
that  only  in  the  depth  of  winter.  A  cow  coils  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-five  dollars;  a  yoke  of  oxen  feventy-five  dollars;  (heep  from 
fixteexi  to  twenty  (hillings,  and  wool  four  (hillings  a  pound.  'La- 
bourers' wages  are  from  four  to  fix  (hillings  a  day,  and  ten  dollars 
a  month  without  viduals.  Maid  fervants  earn  about  fix  (hillings 
a  week.  The  quantity  of  uncultivated  land  is  very  confiderable  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  though  numbers  of  emigrants,  as  we  were 
told,  are  conftantly  coming  from  all  parts  to  fettle  here.  On  our  jour- 
ney from  Painted  Poft  to  Bath  we  met  feveral  families,  who  had  quitted 
their  former  habitations  in  queft  of  new  ones.  Thefe  tranfmigrations 
are  generally  removals  from  an  old  into  a  new  country.  The  attach- 
ment to  local  property  is  yet  but  little  known  among  the  Americans, 
The  foil,  on  which  they  were  born,  nay  that  which  they  have  them- 
felves  rendered  fit  for  cultivation,  is  valued  by  them  little  more  thati 
any  other.  Every  where  they  live  in  a  fimple  and  frugal  manner  ;  their 
friendly  connexions  alfo  are  moftly  confined  to  their  own  families,  which 
move  about  with  them.  Every  where  they  can  procure  whilky  and 
fait  pork.  They  even  experience  a  real  pleafure  in  clearing  the  ground 
and  rendering  it  fit  for  cultivation,  independently  of  the  profits  they 
make  when  they  leave  their  eftates,  either  altogether  in  a  ftate  of  cul- 
tivation, or  at  leaft  partly  fo,  to  purchafe  another,  yet  covered  with 
wood,  and  fome  hundred  miles  farther  inland.     Among  the  many  emi- 
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grants  we  met  this  day,  there  were  a  great  number  of  perfons  who 
came  from  Niagara,  lituate  in  the  Englifh  dominions,  and  were  tra- 
velling to  South  Carolina.  They  were  originally  Pennfylvanians,  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Pittfburg,  who,  allured  by  the  pronriife  of  Go- 
vernor SiMCOE,  that  they  fhould  have  lands  gratis,  belonging  to  the 
King  of  England,  and  alfo  be  afllfled  for  fome  time  in  their  labours, 
quitted  their  former  places  of  refidence,  but  did  not  find  their  new  fitua- 
tion  fo  comfortable  as  they  had  been  led  to  expedl.*  Being  alfo  vifited 
by  the  fever,  they  forfook  their  fettlements,  apparently  much  exafpe- 
rated  at  the  expence  and  labour  they  had  ufelefsly  beflowed  on  them. 

The  road  from  Painted  Pofl  to  Bath,  leads,  like  that  we  have  paiTed, 
through  the  midft  of  forefls,  up  and  down  hill,  particularly  after  palT- 
ing  the  creek  of  Connefteon,  which  flows  into  the  river  Tioga,  near 
Painted  Poft.     This  road,  as  it  is  called,  which  was  made  by  Captain 
W1LI.IAMS0N,  with  a  defign  to   open   a   communication   between  his 
cftate  and  the  eaftern  arm  of  the  Sufquehannah,  is  in  fa£l  nothing  but 
a  ftpaight  line  cut  through  the  wood.    The  felled  trees  are,  indeed,  for 
the  moft  part  removed,  but  the  roots  remain,  and  make  the  road  very 
bad,  miry,  and  deep;  fo  that  in  the  middle  of  June,  the  drieft  feafoa 
of  the  year,  a  horfe  cannot  travel  it  without  difficulty.     At   the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Bath  is  a  fmall  lake  about  two  miles  in 
circumference.     The  lake  itfelf  lies  within  the  forefl,  but  clofe  behind 
it  are  the  marflies,  which  reach  as  far  as  Bath,  the  chief  place  of  the 
fettlement  of  Captain  Williamfon  (of  whom  I  fhall  have  occafion  pre- 
fently  to  fpeak)  and  where  he  generally  refides.     The  Captain  was  ab- 
fent  in  Canandaqua,   where   he  prefided  as  a  judge  at  the  feffions,   but 
was  expe£Ved  to  return  hither  in  two  days  time.    To  make  an  acquain- 
tance with  this  gentleman,  was  an  important  objcdl  to  us  ;  we  accord- 
ingly arranged  our  plan  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent  his  efcaping 
\is.     We,  therefore,   refolved  to  make  an  excurlion  to  the  fmall  lakes, 
and  to  return  to  Bath  in  three  days,  when  we  fhould  be  fure  to  find  the 
Captain  at  home. 

•  By  the  Ucaty  of  1194  Niagara  was  to  be  ceded  to  the  ftate  of  New  York,  which  it 
was  in  1196.  Hence,  probably,  we  may  account  for  the  difappointment  of  the  fettlers, 
Tranjlator. 

Friday, 
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Friday,  the  ^th  of  June. 

We  fet  out  without  any  baggage,  as  Mr.  Guillemard  hit  upon  the 
benevolent  idea  of  leaving  his  lervant  at  Bath,  that  he  might  lend  his 
horfe  to  Mr.  Dupetitthouars.  Nothing  remarkable  occurred  during 
the  whole  day's  journey  of  thirty-five  miles,  which  we  made  through 
continued  woods.  All  this  way  we  have  met  with  but  fix  habitations^ 
which  ftand  within  the  foreft.  From  Boys'  inn  to  Friendfmill,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  a  fpace  of  eighteen  miles,  there  is  not  a  fingle  houfe  to 
be  feen.  About  eight  miles  from  Bath  is  Crooked  Lake,  on  which 
ftands  Boys'  inn,  as  it  is  called,  but  where  we  could  procure  neither 
eggs,  butter,  hay,  nor  oats.  Crooked  Lake  takes  its  name,  as  might  be 
fuppofed,  from  its  form  ;  it  flows  from  north  to  fouth  with  a  gentle 
current,  in  the  midft  of  mountains,  which  are  not  very  high  ;  but 
which,  in  point  of  external  form,  bear  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  each 
other;  this  uniform  appearance  is  encreafed  by  the  wood,  with  which 
they  are  covered.  I  never  faw  a  country  abounding  more  in  water, 
than  that  through  which  we  pafiTed  from  Boys'  inn  to  FriendfmilL 
Moft  of  the  brooks,  on  account  of  the  feafon,  contained,  comparatively, 
but  little  water;  though  we  continually  met  with  tracks  of  torrents, 
which,  to  judge  from  the  ground  they  had  vvafhed  away,  and  the  large 
ftones  and  trees  they  had  fwept  along,  mufl:  have  been  very  violent 
and  rapid.  The  road,  which  runs  by  the  river  fide,  is  nothing  but  a 
foot-path,  which  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  diftinguifli.  It  pafies  be- 
tween rocks,  felled  trees,  and  bufhes,  and  is  one  of  the  mofl  unpleafant 
to  traverfe  that  can  be  conceived.  The  woods,  however,  are  extremely 
beautiful,  and  (hew  that  the  foil  is,  perhaps,  the  richefl:  we  have  yet 
feen. 

The  mountains  flope  toward  the  lake,  and  terminate  in  inconfiderable 
hills.  Their  Ihape  announced  to  us,  that  we  were  approaching  thofe 
vaft  favannahs,  which  divide  the  enormous  mafs  of  water,  that  irrigates* 
America.  The  plain  expands,  and  the  country  on  a  fudden  affiimes  a 
different  afpeft,  although  its  decorations  are  ftill  the  fame.     AH  the- 
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land,  which  we  have  hitherto  traverfed,  belongs  to  captain  WilUamfon^ 
who  is  very  generally  beloved  and  efteemed. 

At  length,   about  night-fall,    we  arrived  at  Friendfmill,  after  a  very- 
tedious  journey,  which,  on  account  of  the  fondnefs  of  one  of  our  com- 
panions for  his  bed,   we  did  not  begin  till  late  in  the   day,  and  which 
was  afterwards  delayed  by  the  fall  of  another  ;   this  laft  accident,  how- 
ever, was  not   attended   with    any  difaflrous   confequence.     The    inn, 
which  contained  but  two  rooms,  we  found  already  full ;   fome  perfons, 
who  intended  to  buy  land  near  the  Great  Sodus,  and  Captain  WiUiamfon's 
a^ent,  who  was  to  fell  it  to  them,  had  taken  pofleflion  of  it  a  little  be- 
fore our  arrival.     After  an  American  fupper,  confifting  of  coffee   and 
boiled  ham,  we  all  lay  down  to  reft  in   the  fame  room.     There  were 
only  two  beds  for  ten  perfons ;  in  confequence,  thefe  two  beds  were  oc- 
cupied by  four  of  us,  and  the  others  lay  down  in   their   clothes  upon 
ftraw,  which,  though  I  enjoyed  here  the  privilege  of  fliaring  in  one  of 
the  beds,   appears  to  me  the  bell  method  of  taking  repofe,  when  you 
cannot  have  a  bed  to  yourfelf. 

Saturday,  the  6th  of  June. 

Friendfmill  is  a  place,  confifting  of  feveral  houfes,  which  takes  its 
name  from  its  being  fettled  or  founded  by  the  Friends  or  Quakers.  It 
lies  in  the  center  of  the  diftrid;,  which  is  called  the  Friends  fettlcment. 

One  Jemima  Wilkinson,  a  Quaker,  and  a  native  of  Khode 
Illand,  manifeftcd  fo  fervent  a  zeal  in  her  religion,  that  at  the  age  of 
twenty  fhe  was  admitted  to  all  the  meetings  of  the  fociety,  which  were 
held  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly,  for  fettling  the  general  concerns 
and  watching  over  the  conduct  of  the  brethren.  She  at  length  fan- 
cied, that  fhe  was  called  to  a6t  fome  great  and  extraordinary  part,  and  in 
this  perfuafion  formed  the  project:  of  becoming  the  leader  of  a  fed:.  In 
the  courfe  of  a  long  and  dangerous  illncfs,  flie  was  fuddcnly  fcized,  or 
gave  it  out  that  fhe  was  feized  with  a  lethargy,  fo  that  to  her  friends  flic 
appeared  as  really  dead.  She  continued,  feveral  hours,  in  this  fituation  ; 
and  preparations  were  adually  making  for  her  interment,  w  hen  flie  fud- 

denly 
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denly  flatted  up,  called  for  her  cloaths,  declaring  "  that  llie  had  rifen 
from  the  dead,  and  that  llie  had  cafl:  off  all  her  material  fubftance,  and 
retained  only  the  fpiritual."  She  went,  accordingly,  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, as  if  with  the  authority  of  fbme  celeftial  being,  fpoke  there  as  one 
infpired,  and  gained  fome  followers.  She,  ere  long,  expreffed  her  dif- 
pleafure  at  fonle  religious  obfervances  of  the  Quakers  ;  and  was,  on  this 
account,  reprimanded  by  the  meeting  ;  which  appears  to  have  been  pre- 
cifely  the  thing  fhe  wiflied  for  and  expe(5led.  In  the  opinion  of  others, 
fhe  met  with  this  reproof,  becaufe  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  flie  had  been  mxich  attached  to  the  Tories,  and  favoured  the  Eng- 
lifli  party  by  declaiming  againft  the  war,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  doctrine  flie  profeflcd.  She  continued  preaching  and  proceeding  in 
this  manner,  till  fhe  was  excluded  from  the  meetings,  which  indeed  all 
along  appeared  to  be  her  particular  wifh.  Being,  now  a  perfecuted 
perfon,  at  leaft  by  her  own  account,  ihe  began  to  gain  fome  partizans. 
She  preached  publicly  on  the  neceffity  of  the  abolition  of  all  meetings 
convened  to  cenfure,  of  a  reform  of  the  church-eftablifliment,  of 
granting  to  the  Friends  univerfal  liberty  to  preach,  what  they  plcafed, 
without  firft  afking  leave  to  do  fo,  &c.  She  foon  made  fome  pro- 
felytes,  and  at  the  iame  time  drew  on  herfclf  the  difpleafure  of  all, 
who  adhered  to  the  old  forms  of  the  religion  of  the  Quakers.  She 
experienced,  therefore,  a  very  unfavourable  reception  for  herfelf  and 
her  dodlrines,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  Wherever  llie 
came,  every  Quaker  turned  away  from  her  with  abhorrence,  as  the 
enemy  of  his  religion ;  and  all  other  perfons  deemed  her  a  fool  or  an 
enthufiaft.  This  difpoiition  of  the  public  flie  again  called  a  perfecti- 
tion,  it  being  favourable  to  her  ultimate  views.  The  number  of  her 
followers  was  now  daily  increafmg ;  and  as  Ihe  confidently  trufled  it 
would  become  ftill  more  confiderable,  fhe  thought  they  might  perhap*- 
be  willing  to  follow  her.  Accordingly  fhe  propofed  to  a  number  of 
them,  to  flee  from  thefe  regions  of  intolerance,  and  to  fettle  in  a  place 
where  they  might  worfhip  God  undiflurbed,  and  free  from  that  bitter 
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fpirit  of  perfecution,  which  men  had  introduced  in  oppofitlon  to  the 
divine  will. 

Soon  after  the  country  about  Lake  Seneca  and  Crooked  Lake  was 
fixed  upon  as  the  place  of  their  fettlement.  The  company  of  New 
York^  which  had  purchafed  this  land  from  the  Indians,  entered  into  a 
treaty  for  the  fale  of  it  with  thefe  reformed  Quakers.  They  were  pro- 
mifed  three  trads  of  land,  containing  each  fix  thoufand  fquare  acres, 
which  were  to  form  three  diflrids,  and  to  which  Jemima  inftantly  gave 
the  name  of  Jerufalem.  Thirty  iamilics  removed  hither  with  her;  but 
Ihe  had  confidently  expefted  three  or  four  hundred  more,  of  vvhom» 
however,  not  above  twenty  at  laft  arrived.  This  fociety  fbon  fpread 
over  the  three  dillriAs,  which  it  was  to  occupy ;  but  was  not  fufRciently 
numerous  to  replenifli  the  fourth  part  of  each.  The  enchantment,  how- 
ever, had  already  been  broken  by  Jemima's  abfence,  and  with  it  had  alfo 
vanifhed  their  zeal  for  peopling  this  new  land  of  promife. 

We  faw  Jemima,  and  attended  her  meeting,  which  is  held  in  her 
own  houfe.  We  found  there  about  thirty  perfons,  men,  women,  and 
children.  Jemima  flood  at  the  door  of  her  bed-chamber  on  a  carpet, 
with  an  arm-chair  behind  her.  She  had  on  a  white  morning  gown, 
and  waiftcoat,  fiich  as  men  wear,  and  a  petticoat  of  the  fame  colour. 
Her  black  hair  was  cut  fhort,  carefully  combed,  and  divided  behind  into 
three  ringlets  ;  flie  wore  a  ftock,  and  a  white  fdk  cravat,  which  was 
tied  about  her  neck  with  affe6led  negligence.  In  point  of  delivery,  fhe 
preached  with  more  eafe,  than  any  other  Quaker,  I  have  yet  heard;  bvit 
the  fubjeA  matter  of  her  difcourfe  was  an  eternal  repetition  of  the  fame 
topics,  death,  fm,  and  repentance.  She  is  faid  to  be  about  forty  years 
of  age,  but  fhe  did  not  appear  to  be  more  than  thirty.  She  is  of  middle 
flature,  well  made,  of  a  florid  countenance,  and  has  fine  teeth,  and 
beautiful  eyes.  Her  ad-ion  is  ftudied  ;  Ihe  aims  at  fimplicity,  but  there 
is  fomewhat  of  pedantic  in  her  manner.  In  her  chamber  we  found  her 
friend,  Rachel  Miller,  a  young  woman  of  about  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  years  of  age,  her  follower  and  admirer,  who  is  entirely  devoted 
to    her.     All  the   land   which    Jemima  pofiTefiTes    is  purchafed    in   the 

name 
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name  of  Rachel  Miller,  an  advaotage  which  flic  owes  to  her  influence 
over  her  adherents,  and  to  her  dexterity  in  captivating  their  affec- 
tions. 

Jemima,  or  ihe  Friend  (as  fhc  is  called  by  way  of  eminence)  incul- 
cates, as  her  leading  tenet,  povert}*,  and  refignatiori  of  all  earthly  poffef- 
fions.  If  you  talk  to  her  of  her  houfe,  fhe  always  calls  it  "the  houfe, 
which  I  inhabit."  This  houfe,  however,  though  built  only  of  the 
trunks  of  trees,  is  extremely  pretty  and  commodious.  Her  room  is  cx- 
quifitely  neat ;  and  refembles  more  the  hondo'tr  of  a  fine  lad}-,  than  the 
cell  of  a  nun.  It  contains  a  looking-glafs,  a  clock,  an  arm-chair,  a 
good  bed,  a  warming-pan,  and  a  filver  faucer.  Her  garden  is  kept  in 
good  order ;  her  fpring-houfe  *  is  full  of  milk,  cheefe,  butter,  butcher's- 
meat.  and  game.  Her  hypocrify  may  be  traced  in  all  her  difcourfes, 
adlions,  and  condu6l,  and  even  in  the  very  manner  in  which  ihe  ma- 
-nages  her  countenance.  She  feldom  fpeaks,  without  quoting  the  Bible,  or 
introducing  a  ferious  fentence  about  death,  and  the  neceflity  of  makin-i- 
our  peace  with  God.  Whatever  does  not  belong  to  her  own  fed:  is  with 
her  an  objed:  of  diftafte  and  ftedfaft  averfion.  She  fows  diffention  in 
families,  to  deprive  the  lawful  heir  of  his  right  of  inheritance,  in  order 
to  appropriate  it  to  herfelf ;  and  all  this  Ihe  does  under  the  name  and 
by  the  agency  of  her  companion,  who  receives  all  the  pr,efents  brought 
by  the  faithful,  and  preferves  them  for  her  reverend  friend,  who,  being 
wholly  abforbed  in  her  communion  with  Chrift,  whofe  prophetefs  ilie  is, 
would  abfolutely  forget  the  fupply  of  her  bodily  wants,  if  fhe  were  not 
well  taken  care  of.  The  number  of  her  votaries  has,  of  late,  much  de- 
creafed.  Many  of  the  families,  who  followed  her  to  Jerufalem,  are  no 
longer  the  dupes  of  her  felf-interefted  policy.  Some  ftill  keep  up  the 
outward  appearance  of  attachment  to  her ;  while  others  have  openly  dif- 
clalmed  their  connexion  with  Jemima.  Such  however  as  ftill  continue  her 
adherents,  appear  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  her.    With  thefe  ihe  pailes  for 

*  Thefe  are  fmall  offices  or  detached  houfes  in  America,  in  which  butter,  milk,  and 
'freih  meat  are  generally  kept.  They  are  caMcifpring-houfis,  becaufe  a  ftreara  of  frefli 
■jj^ater  is  always  running  through  them. 

Q  a  pro^ 
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A  prophetefs,  an  indefcribablc  being;  fnc  is  not  Jemima  Wilkinlbn,  but 
a  Ipirit  of  a  peculiar  name,  which  remains  a  profound  fecret  to  all,  who 
are  not  true  believers ;  flie  is  the  Friend,  the  AU-fnend.  Six  or  feven 
rirls  of  different  ages,  but  all  young  and  handfome,  wait  upon  her,  with 
furprifmg  emulation,  to  enjoy  the  peculiar  fatisfadlion  of  being  per- 
mitted to  approach  this  ccleftial  being.  Her  fields,  and  her  garden,  are 
ploughed  and  dug  by  the  Friends,  vvho  negle6l  their  own  bufmefs,  to 
take  care  of  her's  ;  and  the  All-fricnd  is  fo  condefcending,  as  not  to  refufe 
their  fcrvices ;  jflie  comforts  them  with  a  kind  word  now  and  then, 
makes  enquiries  after  and  provides  for  their  health  and  welfare,  and  has 
the  art  of  effedlually  captivating  their  affections,  the  more  perhaps  be- 
caufe  fhe  knows  how  to  keep  her  votaries  at  a  refpeftful  diftance. 

When  the  fervice  was  over,  Jemima  invited  us  to  dinner.     The  hope 
of  watching  her  more  narrowly  induced  us  to  accept  the  invitation  ;  but 
we  did   not  then  know,  that  it  forms  a  part  of  the  charadler  flie  a<Ss, 
never  to  eat  with  any  one.     She   foon  left  us ;  and  locking  herfelf  up 
with  her  female  friend,  fat  down,  without  other  company,  to  an  excel- 
lent dinner ;  we  did  not  get  ours,  till  after  flie  had  dined.     When  our 
dinner  was  over,  and  alfo  another,  which  was  ferved  up  after  ours,  the 
fanctuary  opened  again.     And  now  JeiTiima  appeared  once  more  at  the 
door  of  her  room,  and  converfed  with  us,  ieated  in  an  arm-chair.   When 
flrangers  are  with  her,  fhe  never  comes  over  the  tluefliold   of  her  bed- 
room ;  and  when  by  herfelf,  flie   is  conftantly  engaged   in  deliberation 
how  to  improve  the  demefne  of  her  friend.     The  houfc   was,  this  day, 
very  full.     Our  company  confiftcd  of  exactly  ten  perfons  ;   after  us  dined 
another  company  of  the  fame  number ;   and   as  many  dined   in  the  kit- 
chen.    Our  plates,  as  well  as   the  table-linen,  v.'cre  perfcdlly  clean  and 
Jieat ;  our  repaft,  although  frugal,  was  yet  better  in  quality  than  any,  of 
which  wc  had  partaken,  fince  our  departure  from  Philadelphia;  it  confiited 
of  good  frefh  meat,  with  pudding,  an  excellent  fallad,  and  a  beverage 
of  a  peculiar  yet  charming  flavour,  with  which  wc  were  plentifully  fup- 
plied  out  of  .Jemima's  apartment,,  where  it    was  prepared.     The  devout 
gucfts  obferved,  all  this  while,  a  profound  filence  ;   they  cither  cafl  down 

th^eir- 
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their  eyes,  or  lifted  them  up  to  heaven  with  a  rapturous  figh ;  to  mc 
they  appeared,  not  unUke  a  party  of  the  faithful,  in  the  primitive  ages, 
dining  in  a  church. 

The  All- friend  had  by  this  time  exchanged  her  former  drefs  for  that  of 
a  fine  Indian  lady,  w^hich,  however,  was  cut  out  in  the  fame  fafnlon  as 
the  former.  Her  hair  and  eye-brows  had  again  been  combed.  She  did 
not  utter  a  fyllable  refpedling  our  dinner ;  nOr  did  Ihe  offer  to  make  any 
apology  for  her  abfence.  Conftantly  engaged  in  perfonating  the  part  flic 
has  affumed,  fhe  defcanted  in  a  fanftimonious,  myftic  tone,  on  death, 
and  on  the  happinefs  of  having  been  an  ufeful  inftrument  to  others  in  the 
way  of  tlieir  falvation.  She  afterwards  gave  us  a  rhapfody  of  prophecie.'^ 
to  read,  afciibed  to  one  Dr.  Love,  who  was  beheaded  in  Crom- 
well's time  ;  wherein  fhe  clearly  dlfcerned,  according  to  her  accounts, 
the  French  Revolution,  the  decline  and  downfall  of  Popery,  and  the  im- 
pending end  of  the  world.  Finding,  however,  that  this  converfatiou  was 
but  ill  adapted  to  engage  our  attention,  flie  cut  fhort  her  harangue  at 
once.  We  had  indeed  already  feen  more  than  enough,  to  eftimate  the 
charadler  of  this  bad  ad;refs,  whofe  pretended  fand;ity  only  inspired  us 
with  contempt  and  difguft,  and  who  is  altogether  incapable  of  impofing 
upon  any  perfon  of  common  underftanding,  unlefs  thofe  of  the  moft 
iimple  minds,  or  downright  enthufiafts.  Her  fpeeches  are  fo  {Irongly 
Contradid;ed  by  the  tenor  of  her  actions ;  her  whole  condutSt,  her  ex- 
pence,  compared  with  that  of  other  families,  within  a  circumference  of 
fifty  miles,  her  way  of  living,  and  her  drefs,  form  iuch  a  flriking  con- 
traft  with  her  harangues  on  the'  fubjed:  of  contemning  earthly  enjoy- 
ments ;  and  the  extreme  affiduity,  with  which  flie  is  continually  endea- 
vouring to  induce  children,  over  whom  fhe  has  any  influence,  to  leave 
their  parents,  and  form  a  part  of  her  community ;  all  thofe  particulars 
fb  flrongly  militate  againfl  the  doftrine  of  peace  and  univerfal  love, 
which  Ihe  is  incefTantly  preaching,  that  we  were  acElually  flruck  with 
abhorrence  of  her  duplicity  and  hypocrify,  as  foon  as  the  firfl  emotions 
of  OMx  curiofity  fubfided. 

Ql2  Hef 
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Her  fraudulent  conduct,  indeed,  has  been  difcovered  by  fo  many  pcrfons, 
and  fo  much  has  been  faid  agalnft  it,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  her 
having  had  any  adherents  at  all,  even  for  a  lliort  time.  And  yet  flie  will 
probably  retain  a  fufficient  number,  to  encreafe  ftill  further  her  fortune, 
which  is  already  confiderable  for  the  country  in  which  fhe  refides,  and 
fully  adequate  to  the  only  end  which  flie  now  feems  anxious  to  atttain  ; 
namely,  to  live  independent,  in  a  decent,  plentiful,  and  even  elegant 
manner.  There  are  fo  many  weak-minded  religionifts,  and  Jemima  is 
fo  particularly  careful  to  feled:  her  difclples  among  perfons  who  are  either 
very  old  or  very  young,  that  her  impofture,  however  grofs  and  palpable 
to  the  difcerning,  may  yet  be  carried  on  for  fome  time  with  fuccefs,. 
fufficient  to  anfwer  her  ultimate  purpofe.  If  her  credit  ffiould  fmk  too 
low,  file  would  find  herfelf  conftrained  to  tranfplant  her  holinefs  to 
fome  other  region  ;  and,  in  fad,  ffie  had,  lafl  year,  harboured  the  de- 
fign  of  removing  her  family  and  eftablilhmsnt,  and  of  fettling  in  Carl- 
ton Ifland,  on  the  Lake  of  Ontario,  where  fhe  would  enjoy  the  fatisfac- 
•tion  of  Hving  under  the  Englifh  Government,  which,^  by  her  account,^ 
has  proffered  her  a  grant  of  land. 

It  we  may  believe  common  rumour,  fhe  diffiaades  the  young  women 
generally  from  marrying.  In  regard  to  thofe  about  her,  this  advice 
originates  from  motives  of  perfonal  intercft.  I  have  little  doubt,  but 
that  the  pious  devotion  of  thefe  girls  is  fervent  enough,  to  fubmit  to  all 
the  caprices  of  the  AU-friend  (which  in  their  belief  are  infpirations). 
Another  report  is  alfo  handed  about,  that  Ihe  has  met  with  a  male  be- 
ing, whom  ffie  fancies  fufficiently  purified,  to  unite  occafionally  with 
her  own  exalted  fociety  and  converfe.  On  this  head  a  ftory  prevails, 
which,  though  fomewhat  ludicrous,  may  yet  properly  find  a  place  in  a 
work  of  the  graveft  complexion,  efpecially  as  it  affords  an  additional 
proof  of  the  cndlefs  muliplicity  of  pious  deceptions. 

Among  other  votaries  of  Jemima  was  one  '»S'5'«/>^  Parker,  who  fettled 
in  her  neighbourhood,  and  ffill  refides  near  Fricndfmill.    Though  a  jolly 
fellow,  ever  gay  and  jocund,  he  efpoufed  very  zealoufly  the  caufe  and 
intercft  of  the  prophctcfs.     This  Parker,  who  was  conftantly  in  Jemi- 
ma's 
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ma's  retinue,  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  the  Prophet  Elijah,  and  very  rightly 
conceived,  that,  by  afliiming  a  peculiar  drcfs,  he  fhould  give  a  more  im- 
pofing  charafter  to  his  impoftures.  He  wore  accordingly  a  white  gown 
with  large  fleeves,  and  a  girdle  ;  in  fhort,  whatever  he  fancied  might 
belong  to  the  coftume  of  the  ancient  prophets.  This  was  the  being, 
who  was  honoured  with  the  high  privilege  of  living  with  the  All-friend 
on  terms  of  the  greateft  intimacy.  One  evening  the  'Squire,,  during  a 
colloquy,  inllituted  by  the  divine  and  holy  friend  for  the  edification  of 
her  flock,  ftole  into  the  celeftial  bed,  which  happened  to  be  already 
occupied  by  a  young  girl  of  only  fourteen.  This  girl,  who  had  fre- 
quently heard  the  All-friend  fay,  that  the  Meffiah  fometimcs  appeared 
to  her  in  her  bed  under  different  forms,  and  that  fhe  then  converfed 
with  him,  fancied  herfelf  chofen  by  heaven  to  enjoy  the  felicity  of  being 
a  witnefs  of  one  of  thefe  apparitions,  and  retired  pioufly  to  the  edge  of 
the  bed,  where  with  awful  refped:  and  in  profound  filence  Ihe  hflened  to 
the  repeated  raptures,  with  which  the  pretended  Meffiah  bleffed  the  All- 
friend.  The  next  morning  the  poor  giEl  could  not  refrain  from  indulg- 
ing her  vanity  by  acquainting  all  her  friends,  that  in  the  bed  of  her 
friend  fhe  had  feen  Chrift,  but  who  greatly  refembled,  Ihe  faid,  the  Pro- 
phet Elijah.  Her  curious  and  enraptured  friends  enquired  into  all  the 
particulars  of  this  apparition,  of  which  Ihe  gave  the  moft  fatisfadtory 
and  circumftantial  account  in  her  power.  It  will  hardly  be  doubted, 
that  this  religious  trick  not  a  little  flrengthened  the  credulity  of  the 
female  friends  in  the  All  friend,  and  infpired  Jemima  with  afiurance, 
frequently  to  enjoy  fimilar  apparitions. 

A  juftlce  of  the  peace  in  the  country,  fpeaking.  of  Jemima,  aflured  us 
alfo,  that  one  of  the  girls,  who  lived  with  her,  has  judicially  depofed, 
that,  one  day,  fhe  heard  the  cry  of  a  new-born  infant,  which  Jemima's 
negro-woman,  as  is  conjedured,  was  in  the  a^  of  fmothering  between 
two  mattrefles.  That  this  depofition  exifts  is  undeniable  ;  but  the  fad 
itfelf  is  fo  atrocious,  that  it  would  feem  incredible  M'ith  rcfped:  to  any 
other  perfon  except  a  prophetefs.  Whether  this  child  were  the  refult  of 
a  flip  of  one  of  the  maids  of  honour,  or  the  fruit  of  her  own;  intercourse 

with. 
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With  the  apparitions,  is  not  known.  If,  from  the  little  regard  that  h  as 
been  paid  tn  this  ftory,  its  veracity  fliould  appear  doubtful,  let  It 
be  obfcrvcd,  that  in  this  new  country  juilice  is  but  feldom  dul) 
adminlftcred  ;  that,  often,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  it  at  all  ;  and  that  no 
one  deems  himfelf  interefted  in  fubftantlating  the  truth  of  the  depofi- 
tlon,  which,  after  all,  it  would  be, no  eafy  matter  to  do.  Dervifes, 
pontiffs,  and  priefts  of  moll  religious  perfuafions  throughout  the  world, 
fuch  at  Icaft  as  would  render  religion  fubfcrvient  to  worldly  purpofcs, 
are  either  impoilors  or  enthufiafts.  Alas  !  alas  !  much  the  greater  num- 
ber, I  fear,  belong  with  Jemima  to  the  former  clafs  ! 

The  firfl  fettlers,  who  thoughtlefsly  followed  their  divinity  to  this 
place,  not  being  able  to  purchafe  the  lands,  which  compofed  the  three  dif- 
trids,  the  remainder  has  been  reftored  to  the  company,  who  have  again 
dlfpofed  of  it,  and  are  11:111  felling  it  to  all,  who  are  defirous  of  becoming 
fettlers.  Accordingly,  numbers  of  Methudllls,  Anabaptifts,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  are  now  to  be  feen  here  ;  yet  the  colony 
retains  its  original  name  of  T/ie  Friends'  Settlement.  Two  meetings  have- 
been  built  here  for  the  Quakers  ;  one  for  the  Methodifts,  and  one  for 
the  Anabaptifls.  The  foil  in  thefe  parts  appears  to  be  of  prime  quality. 
The  land,  occupied  by  families  of  Quakers,  amounts  to  about  five  hun- 
dred acrfis,  more  or  lefs  cleared,  which  produce  excellent  crops. 

The  eflate,  which  we  viewed  with  mofl  attention,  is  that  of  Bene- 
dict RoBiKsoN,  fituate  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Friendfmill.  This 
Roblnfon  is  one  of  the  Quakers,  who  arrived  here  in  the  retinue  of  the 
All-fnend,  being  then  one  of  her  mofl  zealous  difclples.  He  now  fpcaks 
on  this  fubjed  with  evident  cmbarrafTment,  in  term.s  which  full  evince 
his  attachment,  yet  without  enthuiiafm,  and  without  extolling  her  or 
placing  implicit  confidence  in  her  divine  mlffion  and  oracular  effufions. 
In  Ihort,  he  exprefles  himfelf  in  a  manner,  which  fufficlcntly  indicates, 
that  he  has  been  impofcd  upon  by  her  in  a  higher  degree,  than  he  Is 
willing  to  acknowledge.  Knowing  that  he  ftill  profcffcd  an  attachment 
to  her,  and  perceiving  the  cmbarralfment  with  which  he  delivered  him- 
felf on  this  fubjcd,  wc  thought  proper  to  dilconiinuc   our   enquiries. 

This 
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This  Benedid;  Robinfon  is  a  fenfible,  mild,  and  well  behaved  man ;  he 
relldes  on  an  eftatc  of  five  hundred  acres,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
which  are  cleared.  Eighty  have  been  laid  out  as  meadows,  and  on  thefe 
are  fbwn  timothy- grafs,  and  white  clover.  He  purchafed  his  demefne 
from  the  New  York  company  for  five  Ihillings  an  acre,  and  it  is  now 
worth,  at  leaffc,  three  or  four  dollars.  His  prefent  ftock  amounts  to 
about  thirty-five  head  of  cattle ;  but  he  intends  to  rear  more,  and  to 
make  this  the  chief  branch  of  his  farming  bufmefs,  on  a  plan  which  ap- 
pears well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  Mr.  Robinfon,  who  has 
refided  here  only  three  years,  has  not  yet  been  able  to  acquire  any  impor- 
tant information  on  the  different  departments  of  agriculture,  and  on  the 
productions  befi:  adapted  to  the  foil ;  and  befides  he  appears  to  labour 
itnder  prejudices,  v/hich  he  entertains  in  common  with  the  great  ma- 
jority of  American  farmers.  He  does  not  plough  his  land,  but  contents 
himfelf  with  breaking  it  up  with  a  harrow  of  iron  teeth,  which  tears  up 
the  ground  about  four  inches  deep.  After  this  fimple  operation,  he  fows 
his  wheat,  yet  never  until  he  has  reaped  two  crops  of  potatoes  or  oats 
from  the  land,  on  which  the  wheat  is  fown.  The  foil  is  fo  flrong,  that, 
if  rye  were  fown  immediately  after  clearing  the  ground,  the  ears  Vi'ould 
run  up  fo  high,  and  grow  fo  heavy,  that  they  would  fall  on  one  fide,  and 
be  damaged  by  rotting.  This  fa(fl,  as  he  afiured  us,  is  evident  from  the 
general  experience  of  the  other  farmers  of  this  diftrid:.  Wheat,  fowa 
after  the  firft  harrowing,  produces  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  bufhels, 
and  Indian  corn  about  fixty  bufliels.  Wheat  is  fown  for  feveral  years 
fucceffively,  after  harrowing,  without  the  leafi:  afififtance  from  the  plough,, 
and  the  crops  continue  conftantly  the  fame.  Several  farmers,  who  have 
fown  wheat  in  this  manner  for  thefe  laft  fix  years,  have  ftill  obtained  good 
crops.  Rye  yields  alfo  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  bufhels,  and  oats  thirty- 
five.  But  I  mufi:  once  more  obferve,  that  neither  wheat  nor  rye  is  ever 
fown  for  the  firfi:  crop.  Mr.  Robinfon  told  us,  that,  in  compliance  with 
the  wilh  of  a  friend,  he  ploughed  half  an  acre,  on  which  he  fowed  wheat,, 
but  that  the  other  half,  which  was  not  ploughed,  turned  out  more  pro- 
du-Clive  than  the  former.  This  affertion,  however,  is  fo  contradictory  to 
■■'  all 
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all  thcor}-,  as  well  as  to  the  univerfal  experience  of  agriculturifts,  who  ufc 
the  plough,  that  it  feemed  to  us  very  problematical,  and  founded  on 
prejudice,  rather  than  on  mature  refleclion  and  obfervation.  Mr.  Robin- 
fon  is  alfo  of  opinion,  that  barked  trees,  which  are  left  {landing  on  the 
cleared  land,  fat  from  leliening  the  produce,  rather  increafe  it,  by  Ihading 
the  land,  and  thus  preventing  the  foil  from  being  too  rapidly  penetrated 
by  the  rays  of  the  fun ;  the  immediate  conta6l  of  which  having  never 
experienced  before,  it  fhould  be  accuftomed  to  it  by  degrees.  But 
this  opinion  is  rather  the  offspring  of  prejudice  than  found  reafon  ;  and, 
according  to  a  general  pradlice  obfer\'able  in  all  countries  and  climates, 
feems  rather  intended  to  reconcile  us  to  the  impoiTibility  of  proceeding 
otherwife,  than  to  eftablilh  itfelf  as  a  new  agricultural  truth.  It  can- 
not be  denied,  that  the  number  of  the  Iheaves,  and  compaAnefs  of 
the  ears,  which  we  meet  with  on  lands,  where  two  hundred  barked  trees 
have  been  left  {landing  on  an  acre,  is  in  itfelf  really  furprifmg.  But  then 
thefe  two  hundred  trees,  reckoning  only  eighteen  fquare  inches  for  each 
tree,  muft  engrofs  a  confiderable  fpace,  which  might  produce  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  grain. 

In  this  part  of  GeneiTec  the  winter  lafts  from  four  to  five  months. 
The  cattle  are  fed  with  hay  and  flraw,  but  remain  always  in  the  open 
air.  Mr.  Robinfon  fed  his  cattle  at  firfl  in  the  flail ;  but  the  experience 
of  the  laft  two  years  has  convinced  him,  that  they  thrive  better  in  the 
open  air,  where  they  alfo  confume  lefs  fodder  :  his  cattle  are,  therefore, 
now  fed  in  the  farm-yard.  The  produce  of  the  eftate  confifls  in  grain, 
cheefe,  and  butter.  The  hay  is  moflly  confumed  on  the  farm.  The 
average  produce  is  one  tun  and  a  half  per  acre,  belide  the  grafs,  which  is 
confumed  by  the  cattle  as  it  grows.  As  the  extent  of  his  meadows  fhall 
be  gradually  enlarged,  he  propofes  to  increafe  his  flock,  which  he  intends 
to  make  a  principal  article  of  his  trade.  The  produce  of  his  cflate  is  tranf- 
ported  on  the  lakes,  either  to  Canandaqua,  Geneva,  or  Bath.  Lafl  year 
he  fold  one  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  cheefe,  at  the  rate  of  a  fliiiling 
a  pound.  He  keeps  about  forty  Ihcep,  and  hopes  to  increafe  his  flock, 
without  being;  apprchcnfivc  of  the  wolves,  which,  though  veiy  numerous 

in 
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111  the  furrounding  forefls,  do  but  little  harm.  His  wool  is  fine,  and  fells 
for  four  fhillings  a  pound,  without  regard  to  its  quality ;  for  in  this  coun- 
try, which  is  yet  too  young  to  poflefs  manufaftories,  every  farmer  ma- 
nufa6lures,  in  his  own  family,  all  the  cloth  he  wants :  the  fale  of  wool  is 
therefore  very  inconfiderable  ;  a  circumftanoe,  which  tends  not  a  little  to 
confirm  the  farmers  in  their  prejudices  againft  rearing  llieep.  Wheat  fells 
here  from  fix  to  feven  Ihillings,  Indian  corn  four,  and  rye  five  fhillings 
per  bufliel ;  the  price  of  flour  is  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  hundred 
weight ;  fait  beef  ten  pence  per  pound,  and  freih  beef  from  four  pence  to 
five  pence.  Hemp  fells  at  one  penny  a  pound  ;  a  pair  of  tolerably  good 
oxen  will  fetch  from  fixty  to  feventy  dollars,  and  a  cow  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty.  Servants  earn  from  five  to  fix  fhillings  wages  a  week.  A  few 
negroes  excepted,  maid-fervants  do  all  the  work  about  the  farm  as  well  as 
the  houfe.  Day  labourers,  as  in  mofl  other  parts  of  America,  are  not  eafily 
procured ;  their  pay  is  four  fliillings  a  day,  or  from  nine  to  ten  dollars  a 
month. 

In  the  whole  adjoining  diftrid:  there  is  but  one  fchool,  and  that  is  kept 
by  the  Quakers,  who,  however,  admit  all  children  without  diflind:ion, 
on  their  paying  four  fhillings  per  quarter.  None  of  the  medical  faculty 
have  yet  fettled  here.  The  fettlement,  however,  upon  the  whole,  is 
adA''ancing  to  prolperity  with  rapid  ftrldes.  It  is  furrounded  by  the  im- 
menfe  trad;  of  land,  which  belongs  to  Captain  Williamfbn,  and  confe- 
quently  enjoys  all  the  advantages  and  improvements,  which  his  extenfive 
eflablifhment  cominands.  Mr.  Robinfon's  eflate,  which  he  purchafed 
from  the  company  in  New  York,  appears  to  be  a6lually  within  the  pre- 
cindls  of  Captain  Willlamfon's  demefne  ;  as  the  latter,  who  bought  his 
lands  from  the  ftate  of  Maifachvifetts,  learned  from  the  report  of  his  fur- 
veyors,  that  the  boundaries  of  New  York  lay  farther  out.  Accordingly 
thefe  boundaries  were  marked  out,  and  a  line  drawn,  forming  a  triangle 
with  the  old  line,  the  point  of  which  touches  the  line  of  Pennfylvania, 
below  the  river  Tioga,  while  the  bafe,  which  flretches  along  the  Lake  of 
Ontario,  is  from  three  to  four  miles  in  breadth  ;  this  has  enlarged  Cap- 
tain Williamfbn's  demefne,  which  he  holds  from  the  flate  of  Mafiachu- 
•  R  fetts. 
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fetts,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  acres.  Robinfon's  eftate  lies 
within  this  new  line.  Under  fome  apprehenfion  for  the  confequences, 
with  which  this  change  of  property  might  be  attended,  he  has  not,  at  pre- 
sent, made  all  the  improvements,  which  he  had  in  view.  He  is  affured, 
however,  that  he  wijl  be  well  ufed,  and  that  the  flate  of  New  York, 
equally  weighing  the  juilice  of  Captain  WiUiamfon's  claim,  and  the  le- 
gality of  poiTcffion  of  the  lands  fmce  parcelled  out  to  the  fettlers,  will 
indemnify  the  former  by  grants  of  an  equal  quantity  of  uncleared  a;round, 
and  thus  prevent  the  latter  from  being  molefted  in  the  quiet  poffeffion  of 
the  lands,  which  they  hold  from  the  company  in  New  York.  Robinfon 
is  now  building  a  good  wooden  houfe,  and  he  propofes  to  clear  a  great 
additional  number  of  acres. 

The  expence  of  felling  and  barking  the  trees,  and  inclofing  the  ground, 
amounts,  at  prefent,  to  fix  dollars  per  acre.  Two  years  ago  it  did  not 
exceed  four.  The  owner  of  the  land  provides  the  oxen  neceffar)'  for  re- 
moving the  largeft  trunks. 

I  muft  not  forget,  however,  to  obferve,  that  according  to  an  agree- 
ment, concluded  many  years  ago,  between  the  ftates  of  New  York  and 
MaiTachufetts,  all  the  lands  fold  by  and  belonging  to  the  latter,  are  to  be 
fubjected  to  the  territorial  fupremacy  of  New  York. 

The  lands  hereabouts  are  frequently  vifited,  as  they  vrcre  this  year, 
by  a  fpecics  of  locufts,  which  fix  chiefly  on  the  trees,  and  dcflroy  the 
leaves.  They  are  fo  extremely  numerous,  that  every  attempt  to  deflroy 
or  remove  them  mufl  apparently  prove  fruitlefs.  Flies  likewife  are  very 
troublefome  here,  being  found  in  fuch  prodigious  fwarms,  efpecially  about 
noon,  that  the  farmers  are  obliged  to  keep  large  fires  burning  near  their 
houfes,  where  the  cattle  find  fhelter  from  thefe  tormenting  Infeds,  until 
the  cool  of  the  evening,  when  the  latter  difappear,  and  retire  into  the 
wood?. 

Lake  Seneca  is  about  two  miles  and  a  half  diltant  from  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon's  cflatc.  By  the  Indians  it  was  called  Canada  Saga.  Its  pre- 
fent name  is  doubtlefs  derived  from  the  circumftanc  of  its  difcharging 
itlelf  into  the  river  Seneca,  which,  after  being  joined  by  fix  or  ll-vcn 

•  fmallcr 
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fmaller  lakes,  at  length  empties  Itfelf  into  the  immenfe  lake  of  Ontario. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  all  the  other  waters,  even  up  to  this  degree  of  lati- 
tude, flow  in  a  Ibutherly  direclion.  Lake  Seneca  is  about  forty  miles  in 
length,  by  three,  four,  and  five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  faid  to  abound  in 
fifli  of  a  very  fine  flavour,  as  do  all  the  other  American  lakes,  and  yet  fifh 
is  as  fcarce  here  as  "in  any  other  part.  The  inhabitants  of  the  banks  are 
fo  few,  and  have  fo  mvich  other  bufinefs  upon  their  hands,  that  they  can 
feldom  or  ever  find  time  to  go  a  filhing.  To  render  this  branch  of  in- 
dufirry  flourifliing,  the  population  and  wealth  of  a  country  muft  have 
reached  to  a  certain  height,  from  which  America,  in  its  prefent  ftate, 
feems  far  removed.  In  the  towns  every  inhabitant  is  engaged  in  bufi- 
nefs, either  as  a  merchant  or  a  tradefman ;  and  in  the  country  every 
planter  and  farmer  either  keeps  an  inn  or  a  ftore.  All  other  occupations 
are,  and  will  yet,  for  fome  time,  be  out  of  the  queftion. 

The  point,  where  we  arrived  at  the  banks  of  Lake  Seneca,  con- 
tains a  fettlement  of  about  three  or  four  houfes,  among  w^hich  that  of 
Mr.  NoRRis  is  the  moft  confpicuous ;  it  is  a  fmall,  neat  log-houfe,  hand- 
some in  its  appearance,  and  connected  with  another,  in  which  he  keeps 
a  ftore.  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  conceive  why  this  perfon,  who  is  pof- 
fefled  of  an  immenfe  quantity  of  land  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  lake, 
fhould  ered:  thcfe  two  houfes  here,  on  a  fpot  which  does  not  belong  to 
him,  but  which,  according  to  a  verbal  promife  of  the  company  at  New 
York,  which  claimed  the  property  of  the  ground,  was  to  be  fold  to  him, 
if  he  chofe  to  have  it,  a  contrail  which  the  company  is  now  unable  to 
fulfil ;  as  by  the  late  afcertainment  of  the  boundaries,  this  fpot  is  included 
v/ithin  the  demefne  of  Captain  Williamfou,  of  whom,  for  w-ant  of  a 
written  agreement,  he  has  no  right  to  demand  an  indemnification.  Yet 
Captain  Williamfon  will  himfelf,  no  doubt,  perform  that  promife,  if  it 
fliall  appear  to  have  been  made  acElually  and  honafide.  Independently  of 
the  benevolent  fentiments,  which  are  generally  afcribed  to  this  gentle- 
man, he  poiTefiTes  fufliclent  difcernment  to  perceive,  that  his  intereli:  i? 
greatly  promoted  by  a  jufi:  conducl  and  civil  demeanor. 

A  pot  and  pearl-afh  work  forms  no.  inconfidcrable  part  of  this  fmall 

R2  fettlement. 
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fettlenient.  The  navigation  on  the  lake  not  only  facilitates  the  home 
conveyance  of  the  aihes,  wliich  are  made  on  both  banivs  of  the  lake, 
whenever  the  ground  is  cleared,  but  alfo  the  exportation  of  thofc  articles 
to  Geneva  or  Catherine's  Town  ;  which  places  are  fituate  at  the  two  ex- 
tremities of  the  lake.  By  means  of  his  llore,  Mr.  Norris  can  procure  his 
afhes  at  a  very  reafonable  rate,  as  he  pays  for  them  in  commodities,  which 
he  receives  at  New  York,  and  the  carriage  for  which  amounts  to  only 
three  dollars  per  cent. 

Our  two  travelling  companions,  who  had  laft  year  paffed  over  this  part 
of  our  journey,  introduced  us  on  the  fame  day  to  Mr.  Potter,  a  rich 
land- owner,  who  poflefles  about  twenty-five  thoufand  acres,  and  refides 
eight  miles  from  Friendfmill.-  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  his 
eftate  are  already  reduced  under  tillage  ;  and  he  gave  us  nearly  the  fiime 
information,  relative  to  the  Hate  and  agricultural  productions  of  thefe 
parts,  as  Mr.  Robinfon.  Mr.  Potter  and  his  whole  family  were  fonnerly 
among  the  feveral  zealous  adherents  of  Jemima,  but  his  attachment  is 
now  converted  into  contempt,  and  even  deteftation.  He  has  not  only 
renounced  all  communion  with  her,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  pecu- 
liar habits  and  tenets  of  the  Quakers.  He  lives  on  his  eftate  in  a  more 
elegant  and  gentleman  like  manner,  than  any  other  land-holder  in  this 
neighbourhood.  He  keeps  feveral  fervants,  and  rather  fiiperlntends  the 
management  of  his  eflate  by  others,  than  attends  ad;ivcly  to  it  hlmfelf. 
He  pOiTeffes  a  good  corn-mill,  and  a  faw-mill,  which  are  both  worked  for 
him,  by  a  miller  whom  he  employs.  His  corn-mill  has  j'et  ground  folcly 
for  the  public  ;  and,  for  this  reafon,  it  has  only  one  courfe,  although  the 
quantity  of  v/ater  is  fully  fufficlent  to  fupply  two.  He  intends  to  add 
another  courfe,  as  foon  as  tlie  country  fliall  be  fufficiently  populous  to 
keep  it  in  employment.  The  faw-mlU  may  alfo  be  enlarged,  as  occafion 
requires.  The  ufual  price  for  the  fawing  of  timber  is  either  fix  dollars  in 
money  for  every  thoufand  feet,  or  half  the  boards  cut.  We  were  very 
civilly  received  by  Mr.  Potter  and  his  family,  yet  rather  with  exterior  po- 
iitenefs  than  true  urbanity.  Mr.  Potter  fpeaks  little,  yet  cxprcfles  hlmfelf 
oa  moft  fubjeds  with  great  propriety.     Whether  from  baflifulnefs,  or 

aftcdation,. 
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affectation,  he  has  about  him  an  air  of  referve,  which  is  not  a  httle  difa- 
greeable  to  a  traveller,  and  proves  unfavourable  to  his  defire  of  informa- 
tion— the  great  motive  which  broudit  us  hither.  It  muft,  however,  be 
admitted,  that  to  anlwer  the  endlefs  qucflions  of  flrangers  muft,  at  beft, 
prove  an  irkfome  talk  to  a  land-holder — a  confeffion,  which  includes  our 
moft  s^ratefui  acknowledgments  to  thofe,  who  have  been  polite  enough  to 
gratify  our  curiofity. 

The  whole  country  abounds  in  fugar-maple  trees  *,  and  very  confider- 
able  quantities  of  this  fugar  are  made  here.  The  following  is  the  fubftance 
of  the  information,  which  we  were  able  to  procure  on  this  head  : 

1 .  The  medium  produce  of  a  tree,  ftanding  in  the  midft  of  a  wood,  is 
three  pounds  of  fugar. 

2.  The  average  produce  of  trees,  ftanding  on  ground  which  has  been 
cleared  of  all  other  wood,  is  from  fix  to  feven  pounds  per  tree. 

3.  A  barrel  of  the  firft  juice,  which  comes  from  the  maple-tree,  will 
yield  feven  pounds  of  fugar,  if  the  tree  ftand  fmgle,  and  four,  if  it  ftand  in 
the  midft  of  other  wood.     This  fugar  is  fold  at  one  fhilling  per  pound. 

4.  A  barrel  of  the  fecond  juice  will  yield  three  gallons  and  a  half  of 
treacle. 

5.  Four  or  five  barrels  of  the  third  juice  will  yield  one  barrel  of  a  good 
and  pleafant  vinegar. 

6.  The  vinegar  is  found  to  be  better,  in  proportion  as  it  is  more  con- 
centrated. This  is  the  cafe  with  Robinfon's  vinegar,  who,  from  ten  bar- 
rels of  the  third  juice,  brews  but  one  barrel  of  vinegar. 

7.  To  clarify  the  vinegar,  it  muft  be  boiled  with  leaven.. 

8.  The  third  juice,  which  is  not  ufed  for  vinegar,  yields  cyder  of  an  ex- 
cellent flavour,  when  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water. 

Q.  The  longer  the  firft  juice  is  boiled,  tlie  better  and  finer  the  fugar  will 

become. 

10.  In  order  that  the  trees  may  continue  productive,   they  require  to 

be  tapped  with  extraordinary  care;   i.  e.  the  fiffures  muft  be  neither  too 

deep,  nor  too  wide,  fo  that  no  water  may  fettle  in  them,  after  the  juice 

*•  Acer  faccliarinum,  Lin.  called  by  the  hidians  Ozekcta. — Tranjl. 
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is  extracted,  and  tliat  the  wood  may  clofc  again  in  the  fpacc  of  a  twelve- 
month. 

11.  Daring  the  time  the  juice  is  flowing  out,  which  lails  about  lix 
Avceks,  and  generally  begins  on  the  ift  of  February,  all  the  days  on 
which  it  ireczes  or  rains  arc  loft,  fo  that  the  number  of  days  on  which 
the  bufmefs  can  be  purfucd  to  advantage  is  frequently,  from  thcfe  cir- 
cumftanccs,   much  diminilhed. 

12.  Maple  fugar,  however,  is  already  obtamcd  in  fufHcicnt  quantities, 
to  form  a  refpeclable  article  of  trade,  as  during  the  above  time  two  per- 
fons  can  frequently  make  from  five  to  fix  hundred  pounds  of  it,  and 
this  quantity  will  be  Increafcd  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  w^ork- 
men  employed.  As  the  maple-tree,  wherever  it^rows,  multiplies  with 
allonifliing  rapidity,  we  found,  almoll  every  where  on  our  journey,  no 
want  of  excellent  fugar.  At  Robinfon's  it  was  better  and  finer  than  wo 
had  met  with  any  where  clfe  ;  although  in  general  it  is  not  fo  white  here 
as  at  Afylum,  where  Meflrs.  de  Villaine  and  D'Andlau  refine  it  with 
the  yolks  of  eggs.  At  honeft  Robinfon's  we  alfo  partook  of  an  excel- 
lent liqueur,  or  dram,  which  he  called  cherry-rum,  and  which  confifts  of 
the  juice  of  wild  cherries,  mixed  up  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  rum.  We 
learned,  on  this  occafion,  that  the  cherry-tree  never  produces  fruit  in  a 
forefl:,  but  only  when  it  flands  fingle;  from  which  it  fliould  icem,  that  the 
neighbouring  trees  injure  and  impede  its  vegetation.  We  were  indebted 
chiefly  to  Mr.  Robinfon  for  the  information  we  obtained  on  this  fubjeft, 
but  the  truth  of  it  was  equally  confirmed  from  other  quarters. 

Our  rambles  in  this  neighbourhood  led  us,  at  length,  to  Friendfmill, 
where  we  found  Captain  Williamfon.  The  lefolution  of  making  this 
additional  cxcurfion,  in  lieu  of  waiting  for  him  at  Bath,  fcemed  the 
mofl  proper  we  covild  adopt.  I  think  it  right  here  to  take  fome  notice 
of  our  worthy  landlady  at  Friendfmill.  She  is  a  young  woman,  born 
and  married  at  New  York,  whom  the  fpeculating  propcnfity  of  her 
hufband  has  brought  into  this  country  to  keep  an  inn.  She  arrived 
here  about  two  months  ago  ;  the  elegance  of  her  manners,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  her  condud:,  diilinguilh  her  very  advantageoully,  even  from  many 

American 
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American  ladies,  who  move  in  a  higher  fphere  than  that  of  inn-keepers. 
Her  hufband,  engaged  in  his  Speculations,  has  been  abfent  almoft  all 
the  time  fince  her  arrival  here.  This  young  and  elegant  perfon,  highly 
amiable  in  every  point  of  view,  derives  additional  charms  from  her 
delicate  ftate  of  health,  which  feems  to  indicate,  that  flie  was  not  de- 
signed by  nature  for  the  drudgery  of  an  inn-keeper's  wife  in  America. 
She  is,  moreover,  without  the  affiftance  of  any  fervant,  and  is,  confe- 
quently,  obliged  to  perform  every  menial  work  lierfelf  in  her. new  fitua- 
tion  ;  and  this  flie  does  with  a  degree  of  induftry,  and  a  mien  fo  noble  and 
graceful,  as  at  once  to  command  our  fympathy,  refped;,  and  love.  We 
found  ourfelves  interefted  in  her,  flie  attraded  all  our  efteem,  and 
gained  our  warmeft  admiration.  On  our  departure  we  teftified  our 
wifh  that  her  hufband  mJght  foon  return,  and  bring  with  him  the  fer- 
vants  fhe  ftands  fo  much  in  need  of;  and,  without  whofe  affiftance  her 
health  would  be  irretrievably  injured,  by  the  inceffant  toils  requifite  in 
her  prefent  fituation.  On  the  whole,  we  obferved,  that  the  women  are 
handfomer  here  than  in  any  other  parts  of  the  Continent  we  have 
hitherto  traverfed. 

'Monday,  the  ^th  of  June.  t^ 

Our  friend  Bl aeons,  who  had  not  yet  completely  recovered  from  his 
fall,  and  was  apprehenfive  of  a  fimilar  accident  on  our  way  back,  pro- 
pofed  to  wait  for  us  in  Canandaqua,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fatigue  of 
travelling  eighty  miles  with  us  in  a  difficult  country.  We  Ihould  value 
our  friends  not  for  the  pleafure  they  afford  us,  but  on  their  own  account. 
This  truifm,  which  in  general  is  confidered  as  mere  theory,  was  here 
reduced  by  us  to  pradlice.  We  felt  and  tellified  our  regret  at  parting 
with  Blacons,  but  left  this  matter  to  his  own  option  ;  fearful,  only,  that 
he  fhould  mifs  his  way,  though  Ihort  and  plain  enough.  He  would 
not  have  taken  this  refolutlon,  probably,  could  he  have  forefeenthat 
M.  Dupetitthouars  and  myfelf,  miffing  our  way  at  the  very  outfet, 
would  be  neceffitated  to  ftrike  into  the  upper  road,  which  is  very  good, 
and  thus  avoid  the  impediments,  which  occafioned  his  fall,  and  jurtified 
his  apprehenfions. 

On 
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On  our  way  back  to  Bath  we  met  with  nothing  remarkable,  except 
an  Indian  intoxicated  with  whiUcy,  and  who  demanded  of  us  more  of 
tliat  liquor.  He  belonged  to  a  troop,  which  w'as  hunting  in  the  forelt, 
and  had  his  child  with  him,  though  no  Indian  habitation  was  to  be 
found  within  the  fpacc  of  tAvo  or  three  hundred  miles.  Nothing, 
however,  is  more  common  than  thefe  hunting-rambles,  even  at  fuch 
a  great  diflance  from  all  habitations.  The  produce  of  the  chafe  they 
fell  to  any  inhabitants  they  meet  for  a  dollar  or  a  bottle  of  whifky, 
and  behave,  on  moift  occafions,  in  a  very  orderly  manner.  Few  or  no 
complaints  are  made  of  them  ;  a  circumftance  the  more  eafdy  accounted 
for,  as  an  intoxicated  perfon  is  here  by  no  means  an  uncommon  appear- 
ance. 

Wednefday ,  the  1  Otli  of  Jime. 

At  Bath  we  were  led  by  a  train  of  reflcdlions  to  obferve  how  much 
the  fuccefs  of  a  fettlement  depends  on  the  activity,  judicious  manage- 
ment, inceflant  application,  and  fteady  profecution  of  a  well-concert- 
ed plan  ;  fuccefs,  indeed,  muft  neceflarily  crown  not  only  this  fort  of 
undertaking,  but  all  others,  when  thus  planned  and  executed.  Whe- 
ther Captain  Williamfon  be  the  fole  proprietor  of  the  lands  in  Gencffee, 
or  co-owner  thereof ;  or,  which  appears  to  me  the  moft  probable,  is 
merely  the  agent  of  the  wealthy  Sir  William  Pulteney  of  London, 
the  real  poffeiTor  of  thefe  lands,  all  things  relative  to  the  fettlement  of 
them  are  tranfaded  in  the  Captain's  name,  he  being  confidered  as  the 
fole  creator,  diredor,  and  main  fpring,  of  every  a<3:  of  purchafe  and  fale 
■which  is  made  or  negociated. 

The  land  in  Geneffee,  or  rather  that  part  of  it  which  belongs  to  the 
State  of  Mallachufetts,  and  was  not  then  fold,  was,  in  179^ >  pur- 
chafcd  in  London  of  Mr.  Morris  for  one  fliilling  per  acre  ;  he  had  bought 
it  of  Mr.  Phelps  for  five-pence  per  aci'e.  The  contract  was  con- 
cluded OR  the  fuppofition,  that  this  traft  of  land  contained  a  million  of 
acres  ;  and  on  condition,  that  the  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which 
were  to  be  paid  immediately,  Ihould  be  returned  by  Mr.  Morris,  pro- 
vided 
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vided  that  Captain  Williamfon,  who  was  to  yiev/  the  lands,  fliould  not 
find  them  anfwerable  to  the  defcription  given  by  the  A-ender.  Captain 
WilUamfon  was  highly  fatisfied  with  the  lands  ;  and,  of  courfc,  the  agree- 
ment was  definitively  fettled.  It  refled:s  no  little  credit  on  Mr.  Morris, 
that,  when  on  furveying  the  lands  a  furplus  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  acres  was  difcovered,  he  made  no  difSculty  in  transferring 
them,  together  with  the  reft,  to  Captain  Williamfon,  without  the  lealt 
remuneration,  becaufe,  as  he  obfcrved,  it  had  been  his  intention  bona 
fide  to  fell  the  whole  without  any  refervation  whatever.  But  for  this 
generous  mode  of  proceeding,  the  difcovery  of  fuch  a  confiderable  fiar- 
plus  might  have  furnifhed  ample  matter  for  litigation.  It  is  much  to 
be  wifhed,  that  fo  difinterefted  and  liberal  a  charad:er  may  find  means, 
to  extricate  himfelf  from  the  difficulties,  in  which  he  is  now  involved. 

This  diftri(5l  of  Captain  Williamfon's,  bounded  on  one  fide  by 
Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  other  by  the  river  GenefiTee,  extends  eighty 
miles  in  length  by  thirty  or  forty  in  breadth.  Though  this  diftridt 
comprehends  a  quantity  of  land,  which  was  fold  antecedent  to  Captain 
^  Williamfon's  contradl,  yet  its  continuity  is  not  thereby  interrupted. 
Captain  Williamfon  has  purchafed  fome  other  land,  whiqh  he  has  an- 
nexed to  that  bought  of  Mr.  Morris,  fo  that  he  is  now  the  poprietor  of 
a  trad:  confifting  of  not  lefs  than  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  acres. 
After  having  fpent  fix  months  in  vifiting  and  furveying  this  extenfive  di- 
ftridt,  he  at  length  came  to  a  determination,  to  found  at  once  fereral 
large  efl:ablifhments,  rather  than  one  capital  colony.  He  accordingly 
fixed  upon  the  moft  eligible  fpots  for  building  towns,  which  were,  to 
ferve  as  central  points  to  his  whole  lyftem  of  fettlements  ;  thefe  were, 
Bath,  on  the  creek  of  Conhoftoon;  Williamfburg,  on  the  river  Geneflee; 
Geneva,  at  the  extremity  of  Lake  Seneca;  and  Great  Sodus,  on  Lake 
Ontario.  He  has  divided  his  whole  territory  into  fquares  of  fix  miles, 
more  or  lefs,  varying  a  little  according  to  local  circumftances.  Each  of 
thefe  feftions  is  to  form  what  he  calls  a  diftrift. 

The  captain  very  juflily  obferved,  that  this  excellent   land,    for  it  is 
in   general  of  the  beft   quality,   would  foon  find   purchafers,  when  its 

S  fertility 
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fertility  fliould  come  to  be  properly  known.  He  niade  it  therefore  his  firft 
bufmefs,  to  eftablifh  a  mode  of  communication  between  Philadelphia  and 
this  new  trail.  Formerly  perfons  travelling  to  thcfe  parts  were  obliged 
to  proceed  hither  by  the  way  of  Albany  and  New  York  ;  which  caufed  a 
circuit  of  five  hundred  miles  or  more,  that  part  of  the  road  included 
vshich  leads  from  Northvimberland  to  Loyalfock,  on  the  eaftern  arm  of 
the  Sufquehannah.  Captain  Williamfon  has  fhortened  this  way  by  at 
leafi:  three  hundred  miles.  The  new  road  likev.ifc,  which  leads  from 
Bath  by  Painted  Poft,  is  now  continued  as  far  as  Williamfburg,  while 
a  by-road  runs  from  Bath  to  Canandaqua,  another  from  Bath  to  Geneva, 
and  a  third  from  Canandaqua  to  Great  Sodus.  In  addition  to  thefe,  fe- 
veral  others  have  been  made,  which,  though  yet  not  much  frequented, 
will  in  time  become  of  great  importance.  For  the  ufe  of  this  vaft  ter- 
ritory, the  Captain  has  already  ered:ed  ten  inills,  namely,  three  corn  and 
feven  faw-mills,  together  with  a  great  number  of  houfes  ;  and  he  has  be- 
gun, in  feveral  places,  to  clear  the  wood-lands.  The  confiderable  fums, 
w^hich,  being  fufficiently  rich  for  that  purpofe,  he  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  advancing,  before  he  could  fell  an  inch  of  ground,  hejiiftly  con- 
fiders  as  money  laid  out  to  the  greateft  poffible  advantage. 

He  moreover  put  himfelf  to  the  heavy  expence  of  tranfporting  eighty 
families  hither  from  Germany ;  which  fliould  have  been  fele<5ted  from 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Saxony ;  but  which  his  agent  at  Hamburgh 
chofe  from  among  the  crouds  of  foreigners,  whom  poverty,  idlenels, 
and  neceffitics  of  every  kind.  Induce  to  refort  to  that  mercantile  city, 
with  a  view  to  emigration.  Thefe  families,  which  on  their  arrival  here 
were  placed  on  fmall  farms,  have  not  however  cleared  the  land  allotted 
to  them.  Being  maintained  from  the  firft  out  of  Captain  Williamfbn's 
flores,  they  did  not  fb  miich  as  work  on  the  roads,  which  they  were  to 
finifh ;  and  their  leader,  the  very  agent,  who  had  fele(fled  and  brought 
them  over,  after  having  rioted  for  fbme  time  in  idlenefs,  diimkennefs, 
and  debauchery,  at  length  ran  away,  with  the  whole  fet,  to  Canada ; 
being  gained  over,  if  we  may  believe  common  fame,  by  the  Englilh. 

Th\s 
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This  fmifter  incident,  difcouraging  as  it  was  to  the  Captain,  etigagcd 
ill  bufinefs  of  great  urgency  and  importance,  did  not  however  depreis  his 
fpirits,  or  cool  his  zeal.  The  foreign  labourers  were  inftantly  replaced 
by  Irilhmen,  with  a  very  confiderable  gain  in  point  of  the  progreis  of 
labour,  as  well  as  of  faving  in  the  article  of  expence.  The  roads,  which 
had  been  only  begun,  were  foon  put  into  good  condition;  and  the  land, 
which  at  firfl:  was  fold  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  in  two  years  time  fold  for 
three.  The  produce  of  about  eight  hundred  thoufand  acres,  difpofed  of  in 
this  manner  by  Captain  Williamfon,  have  not  only  refunded  the  purchafe- 
money,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  other  expence  incurred,  but  alfb, 
by  his  own  confeffion,  yielded  a  nett  profit  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling. 

This  great  and  rapid  accumulation  of  property  he,  undoubtedly,  owes 
to  the  money  he  at  firft  advanced  ;  but  belldes  the  neccffity  of  this  money 
being  laid  out  with  judgment  and  activity,  it  was  alio  requifite,  that,  in 
addition  to  his  other  means  of  forwarding  improvement,  he  fliould  be 
mafter  of  fome  fiibordinate  advantages,  without  which,  lb  rapid  a  return, 
of  his  firft  difburfements  was  hardly  to  be  expelled.  Captain  Williamfon 
conftantly  refides  in  the  very  centre  of  his  fettlements,  which  circum- 
ftance,  alone,  gives  him  a  very  fuperior  advantage  over  all  the  great 
landholders,  private  fpeculators,  and  trading  companies,  who  refide  in 
towns;  for  thefe,  being  often  engaged  in  ftock -jobbing,  which  holds 
out  confiderable  profit,  nearer  in  profpedl  than  what  can  bo  obtained 
from  the  fale  of  land,  difcourage  purchafers,  either  by  fubjeAing  them 
to  enormous  travelling  charges,  or  obliging  them  to  carry  on  a  tedious 
eorrefpondence,  in  the  courfe  of  which  they  have  frequently  to  wait  a 
long  time  before  they  can  get  a  definitive  anfwer,  if  they  do  not  incur 
confiderable  unnecefiTary  expence  to  expedite  the  bufinefs. 

Captain  Williamfon,  on  the  contrary,  who  is  always  to  be  found 
In  the  midft  of  his  pofi*effions,  and  is  ever  attentive  to  fee  and  anfwer 
thofe  who  have  bufinefs  with  him,  frequently  concludes  a  contraCl, 
and  removes  every  difficulty,  in   the  courfe   of  a  few  minutes  conver- 

S  2  fatlon ; 
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fatioa ;  fo  that  the  purchafer,  when  he  comes  to  view  the  kind,  bemg 
extremely  pleafed  with  the  foil,  the  trifling  purchafe-money,  the  fpeedy 
conclufion  of  the  contrad,  and  the  good  reception  he  has  experienced 
from  the  Captain,  on  his  return  home  imparts  his  fatisfaftion  to  his 
whole  neighbourhood,  and  generally  brings  along  with  his  own  family 
fome  new  fettlers,  who  alfo  win  over  other  profelytcs  in  the  like  man- 
ner, and  from  the  fame  motives.  A. 

2dly,  Captain  Williamfon's  land  is  free  from  all  difpute  or  queflion 
concerning  its  right  of  occupancy.  His  claims  being  ftricftly  legal,  all  his 
land  is  properly  afcertained  and  marked  out.  The  purchafers  can,  there- 
fore, with  entire  fecurity,  extend  at  once,  like  Captain  Williamfon,  their 
operations  over  every  part  of  their  fettlement.  This  is  an  important  ad- 
ditional advantage  in  the  fale  and  purchafe  of  land,  which  however  is  but 
too  little  attended  to  by  thofe,  who  are  engaged  in  ipeculations  of  this 
nature. 

3dly,  His  land,  the  price  for  an  acre  of  which  has  gradually  rifen  from 
one  dollar,  to  twelve  fhilUngs,  two  dollars,  and  at  laft  to  three  dollars, 
is  always  fold  with  a  provifo,  that  a  number  of  acres  be  cleared,  equal 
to  the  number  of  families  which  iliall  come  to  fettle,  within  eighteen 
months.  This  claufe  is,  however,  only  exafted  from  thofe,  who  pur- 
chafe a  large  quantity  of  land ;  they  who  buy  fmall  Ihares  of  five 
hundred  or  a  thoufand  acres,  are  bound  only  to  procure  one  family. 
No  contraft  is  concluded  without  this  claufe,  which  is  of  more  import- 
ance, than  at  firll:  fight  it  appears  to  be ;  for  every  man,  who  poffeflcs  a 
piece  of  ground,  the  valvie  ot"  which  is  progrefiively  encreafmg  every 
year,  will  be  felicitous  not  to  forfeit  the  pofleffion  of  it,  and  condudl 
hlmfelf  accordingly.  However,  if  he  fliould  fell  again  before  the  ex- 
piration of  eighteen  months,  the  new  purchafer  is  rendered  liable  to  the 
condition,  and  Captain  Williamfon,  who  adheres  to  his  original  con- 
tract, and  conlidcrs  the  land  as  mortgaged  for  the  execution  of  it,  rc- 
fumcs  the  poffelfion  of  the  Ihares  then  fold,  if  the  conditions  of  the  falc 
be  not  fulfilled.     I'h is  rigorous  mcafure  is  not  purfued  in  cafes,  where 

known 
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known  obftacles  impede  or  protra6l  the  execution  of  the  claufe  :  for  the 
Captain  is  too  fenfible,  that  it  is  his  intereft  to  a6t  uniformly  in  a  mild, 
juft  and  condeltending  manner.  The  claufe  however  can  always  be 
enforced,  and  is  aftually  enforced  often  enough,  to  fpur  the  indolence 
of  fuch  purchafers  as  need  this  incitement.  It  is,  therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  extremely  well  adapted  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  his  under- 
taking. For,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  land  already  rendered 
fit  for  cultivation,  will  doubtlefs  be  the  price  of  that  which  yet  re- 
mains unfold, 

4thly,  The  following  are  the  Captain's  terms  of  payment:  to  difchargc 
half  the  purchafe-money  in  three  years  after  the  firft  conclufion  af  the 
contrad;,  and  the  remainder  at  the  expiration  of  fix  years.  The  payment 
of  intereft  to  comlnence  from  eighteen  months  after  the  perFod  when  the 
bargain  is  ftruck.  Thefe  terms  are  remarkably  advantageous  to  a  pur- 
chafer  ;  for  if  he  inftantly  fet  about  clearing  the  ground,  he  may  eaiily 
obtain  the  produce  thereof,  before  the  intereft  becomes  due  ;  nay,  his 
crops  may  frequently  procure  him  fomewhat  towards  the  payment  of  the 
firft  inftalment.  Such  families,  as  are  extremely  poor,  the  Captain  fiip- 
plies  occafionally  with  a  cow,  an  ox,  or  even  a  houfe  to  live  in.  But 
this  generofity  he  exercifes  with  great  prudence  and  difcretion.  He 
makes  but  few  prefents  of  this  nature,  yet  thefe  are  in  fufficient  number, 
to  invite  rolonifts,  by  a  well-founded  reliance  on  his  general  character 
for  benevolence ;  and  hitherto  none,  but  German  families,  have  abufed 
his  kindnefs.  Affiftance  fo  highly  important  can  only  be  ailbrded  by 
landholders,  who  refide  perfonally  on  their  demefnes,  A  proprietor, 
who  is  abfent  from  his  eftate,  or  a  diftant  commercial  company,  can 
only  aft  upon  general  principles,  the  application  of  which  frequently 
leads  to  inconvenient  expences,  or  has  a  tendency  even  to  deprive  the 
country  of  inhabitants,  who  alone  can  give  it  agricultural  or  political 
importance, 

5thly,  Captain  Williamfon  never  eftabliilies  a  fettlement,  without  hav- 
ing previoully  made  fuch  arrangements,  as  fhall  fecure  a  regular  fupply  of 

provilion. 
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proviiioR  to  the  inhabitants.  His  ownftores,  which  hovves'er  he  does  not 
i'eem  to  confider  as  his  own,  are  never  opened,  unlels  it  fhovild  happen, 
that  fettlers,  from  want  of  prudence  or  property,  are  expofed  to  want. 
Were  he  to  open  them  before,  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  would  be 
quickly  relaxed  ;  which  in  all  new  fettlem.ents  it  is  highly  ncceifary  to 
fofler  and  flimulate.  He  employs  the  fame  nieans  in  fuch  fettlements 
as  are  already  formed ;  and  this  precaution,  though  not  always  necef- 
fary,  is  never  attended  with  any  lofs  or  damage,  becaufe  in  a  new  coun- 
try of  fuch  vaft  extent,  the  prime  neceflaries  of  life  are  fure  at  all  times 
to  meet  with  a  ready  fale. 

<3thly.  He  encourages  every  new  fettlement  by  taking  hlmfelf  a  ilaarc 
in  it.  When  five  or  fix  new  fettlers  have  formed  the  project  of  building 
their  houfes  together,  he  always  adds  one  to  them  at  his  own  expence, 
and  which  is  much  fuperior  to  theirs.  This  expence,  which  at  firft 
fight  feems  to  carry  with  it  an  air  of  generoiity,  or  perhaps  affefta- 
tion,  is  in  reality  founded  on  the  foundeft  policy.  The  lliare,  on  which 
Williamfon  builds,  generally  acquires  ten  times  its  former  value.  A 
purchafer  or  tenant  foon  appears ;  and  the  different  houfes  and  mills, 
which  he  has  erected,  have  hitherto,  without  exception,  produced  twice 
or  three  times  as  much  as  they  coft. 

7thly,  Once  every  year,  at  leaft,  he  makes  it  a  point,  to  vifit  each  of  his 
fettlements,  and  thus  diffufes  activity  by  his  prefence.  This  infped:ion 
tends  to  promote  the  fale  of  the  land,  and  to  enfure  Security  and  eafe  to 
the  purchafer.  In  addition  to  thefe  prominent  traits  of  his  management, 
he  employs  all  the  various  means,  which  the  peculiarity  of  fituation  or 
other  circumftances  may  offer.  Independently  of  the  medical  ftores, 
which  he  keeps  in  all  the  chief  places  of  his  fettlement,  he  encourages 
■by  premiums  races,  and  all  other  games  and  paftimcs  of  young  peo- 
ple. He  is  attempting  likcwife  to  eftablifh  horfe-raccs,  with  a  view 
to  improve  the  breed  of  horfes,  and  keeps  himfelf  a  fet  of  beautiful  ital- 
lions.  Thefe  horfes  cover  only  the  mares  of  proprietors,  who  mufl:  hire 
them,  from  motives  which  muft  be  obvious  to  all  who  are  converfantin 
fubJL^j  of  this  nature. 

Captain 
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Ckptain  Williamfon  has  now  nearly  put  the   finifliing  ftroke  to  his 
great  undertaking.     Next  autumn  he  propofes  to  fail  for  England,  and 
to  return  the  following  fpring  with  a  choice  afiemblage  of  horfes,  cattle, 
and  Iheep,   of  the  beft  breeds  he   can  obtain,  and  a  colleftion    of  mo- 
dels of  all   implements  of  agriculture,  the  dimenlions  of  which  are  fo 
nicely  calculated,  and  fo  well  made  in  that  great   country,  where  all 
lifeful  arts,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  relate  to  agriculture,  have  at- 
tained   to    an  uncommon   degree  of  perfection.     Captain  Williamfon 
will,  therefore,  not  only  procure  to  his  extenfive  pofleffions  iingular  ad- 
vantages over  thofe  of  other  landholders,  but  alio  become  the  benefadior 
of  America  at  large,  whofe   agriculture  he  cannot  fail  to  meliorate,  by 
offering  to  her  view  improvements,  fanftioned  by  time  and  experience. 
What  I  have  related  on  this  head  is  not  merely  the  relult  of  what  we 
faw  and  heard  from  the  Captain  himlelf  during  our  ftay  at  Bath,  but  it 
tallies  correftly  with  the  information  we  afterwards  collected  at  Geneffee. 
Captain  Williamfon  is  here  univerfally  refpefled,  honoured,  and  beloved. 
How  glorious,  in  my  efteem,  is  his  career  !  How  fortunate  and  enviable 
his  deftination !  How  much  more  important  than  that  of  a  diffipated 
courtier,  or  a  mercenary  ftock -jobber  !     I  too,  not  in  a  new  country,  but 
in  France,  where  there  is  fuch  an  ample  field  for  ufeful  exertion,  formed 
fimilar  ellabllfhments  on  my  eftates,  by  which  I  diffufed  adlivity  and  in- 
duflry  all  around  me ;  I  ftudied  to  enrich  the  country,  and  to  render  it 
induftrious  and  flourilliing.     I  hoped,  and  expected,  to  encreafe  the  feli- 
city of  my  own  fituation,  by  adding  to  the  comforts  of  my  poor  neigh- 
bours.    Undertakings,  which  had  no  obje6t  but  the  welfare  of  my  couu:- 
try,  were  beginning  to  be  crowned  with  all  the  defired  fuccefs,  when  T 
was  fuddenly  obliged  to  relinquifh  that  much  loved  country,   to  which 
I  was  rendering  fo  much  fervice.     I  am   now,  alas  !  an  exile ;  all   my 
hopes  have  vaniflied  like  a  fliadow.     Solitarily  I  wander,  without  a  coun- 
try lean  call  my  own  :  life,  theretore,  for  me,  is  completely  at  an  end. 
But  no  more  of  thefe  reflei-tions  on  what  1  was,  and  what  I  am  :  they 
are  too  painfuL 

To 
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To  return  to  Captain  Williamfon.  The  four  days  we  remained  here, 
we  employed  in  a  Ifitlng  the  different  fettlements  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bath.  This  place  has  been  fixed  upon,  to  be  the  chief  town  of  a 
coinit}'.  The  prefent  county  of  Ontario,  at  the  next  fitting  of  the  Le- 
gillative  Affcml "/  of  New  York,  is  to  be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  is  to  retain  its  former  name  of  Canandaqua,  from  the  chief  town 
fo  called ;  and  the  other  is  to  affume  the  name  of  the  county  of  Bath, 
the  chief  place  of  which  is  to  be  the  city  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Williamfon  is,  at  prefent,  building  a  fchool,    in  Bath.     This    he 

intends  to  endow  with  fome  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  to   take   upon 

himfelf  the  maintenance  of  the  mailer,  until  the  money,  paid  for  the  in- 

llruAion  of  the  children,  fliall  be  fufficient  for  liis  fupport.     For  good 

reafons,  the  Captain  has  been  for  fome  time  paft  enquiring  after  an  able 

fchool-malter.     He  is  alfo  building  a  fcffions-houfe  and  a  prifon.     The 

prefent  inn  was  likewife  built  by  him  ;  but  he  afterwards  difpofed  of  it 

at   a    confiderable  profit.     He  is  now  building  another,  chiefly  to  excite 

proper  emulation,  and  an  Englifliman  already  occupies  a  part  of  the  un- 

finifhed  building,   which,   in  addition   to  other  conveniences,  is  alfo   to 

contain  a  ball-room.     Near  Bath,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Conho6loon, 

I 
he  has  ere6led  a  corn-mill,  and  two   faw-mills  ;  which  works,  from  the 

great  quantity  of  water  at  hand,  are  capable  of  confiderable  enlargement. 
He  is  likewife  conftrucfling  a  bridge,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  a  free 
and  uninterrupted  communication  with  the  country  on  the  other  fide; 
it  will  alio  prove  of  eflential  fervice  to  the  road  leading  to  Williamfburg, 
which  runs  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Thefe  mills,  when  finiilicd, 
will  not  coft  more  than  five  thoufand  dollars  ;  and  the  Captain  has  al- 
ready been  offered  for  them  twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars,  be- 
fides  a  Iharc  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  alfo  poffeires  fome  fmall 
farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Bath.  A  good  hulljandman,  who  was  his  ncigh- 
bo\ir  in  Scotland,  fuperlntends  thel'e  farms,  which  appear  to  mc  to  be 
better  managed,  and  better  ploughed,  than  any  1  have  hitherto  fccn.  In 
all  thcfe  fettlements,  he  has  at  Icaft  one  cllate  referved  for  himfelf.  The 
ftock  on  all  of  them  is  remarkably  good,  and   he  keeps  them  in  his  own 

poiTeffion, 
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pofleffion,  until  he  can  oblige  fome  of  his  friends  with  them,  or  hand- 
fome  offers  are  made  for  them  from  other  quarters. 

To  the  different  fettlements  already  mentioned  the  Captain  is  now- 
adding  two  others  on  Lake  Ontario ;  one  near  Rondegut,  on  the 
river  Geneffee  ;  and  the  other  at  Braddock,  thirty  miles  farther  inland. 
As  there  appeared  fome  danger  of  a  war  breaking  out  between  America 
and  England,  it  is  but  very  lately,  that  he  carried  this  projedl  into  execu- 
tion ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  the  v/orks  at  Great  Sodus  have  alfo  been 
much  delayed.  Lafl  year  General  Simcoe,  Governor  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, who  considered  the  forts  of  Niagara  and  Ofwego,  which  the  Eng- 
lifh  have  retained,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  as  Englifh  property,  toge- 
ther with  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario,  fent  an  Englifh  officer  to  the 
Captain,  with  an  injundlion,  not  to  perfifl  in  his  defign  of  forming  thefe 
fettlements.  The  Captain  returned  a  plain  and  fpirited  anfwer,  yet 
neverthelefs  conducted  himfelf  with  a  prudence  conformable  to  the  cir- 
cumftances.  All  thefe  difficulties,  however,  are  now  removed  by  the 
prolped:  of  the  continuance  of  peace,  and  ftill  more  fo  by  the  treaty 
newly  concluded.  It  is  afferted,  that  the  fituation  of  Great  Sodus,  on 
the  coafi:  of  this  diftrid:,  promifes  to  afford  fafe  and  convenient  moor- 
ings for  fliips,  from  the  depth  of  the  water,  and  that  the  poft  may  alfo  be 
ealily  fortified  againfl  an  enemy.  On  confulting  the  map,  the  great  im- 
portance of  fiich  a  harbour  to  the  United  States,  will  be  readily  dif- 
cerned,  whether  it  be  confidered  as  a  port  for  fhips  o{  war,  or  for  mer- 
chantmen. 

Hitherto  I  have  fpoken  of  Captain  Williamfon  merely  in  his  public 
chara6ler,  as  founder  of  the  moft  extenfive  fettlement,  which  has  hitherto 
been  formed  in  America.  I  fhall  now  follow  him  into  private  life,  where 
his  hofpitality  and  other  focial  qualities  render  him  equally  confpicuous 
and  amiable :  and  here  it  is  but  doing  him  common  juftice  to  fay,  that 
in  him  are  united  all  the  civility,  good  nature,  and  cheerfulnefs,  which  a 
liberal  education,  united  to  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  world,  can  impart. 
We  fpent  four  days  at  his  houfe,  from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  un- 

T  til 
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til  late  at  night,  without  ever  feeling  ourfelves  otherwife  than  at  home. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  faircft  eulogium  we  can  pafs  on  his  free  and  eafy  urba- 
nity, to  fay,  that  all  the  time  of  our  flay  he  feemed  as  much  afhis  eafe, 
as  if  we  had  not  been  prefent.  He  tranfa6led  all  his  bufmefs  in  our  pre- 
fence,  and  was  adlively  employed  the  whole  day  long.     We  were  pre- 

.  fent  at  his  receiving  perfons  of  different  ranks  and  dcfcriptions,  with 
whom  the  apartment  he  allots  to  builnefs  is  generally  cruudcd.  He  re- 
ceived them  all  with  the  fame  civility,  attention,  cheerfulnefs,  and  good 
nature.     They  come  to  him  prepoffeiTed  with  a   certain   confidence  in 

~him,  and  they  never  leave  him  diffatisfied.  He  is  at  all  times  ready  ta 
converfe  with  any,  who  have  bufmefs  to  tranfaft  with  him.  He  will 
break  off  a  converfation  with  his  friends,  or  even  get  vip  from  dinner, 
for  the  fake  of  difpatching  thofe,  who  wifh  to  fpeak  to  him.  From  this 
conftant  readinefs  of  receiving  all  who  have  bufmefs  with  him,  flaould  any 
conclude,  that  he  is  influenced  by  a  thirft  of  gain,  this  furmife  would  be 
contradicted  by  the  unanimous  teftimony  of  all  who  have  had  dealings 
with  him,  thofe  not  excepted,  who  have  bought  land  of  him,  ^vhlch 
many  of  them  have  fold  again  with  confiderable  advantage  to  themfelves. 
But  were  it  even  undeniable,  that  money  is  his  leading  or  fole  objed:,  it 
is  highly  defirablc,  that  all,  who  are  fwayed  by  the  fame  paffion,  would 
gratify  it  in  the  fame  juft,  honourable,  and  ufeful  manner. 

The  prices  of  all  forts  of  provlfion,  of  cattle,  and  labour,  in  this  dif- 
tri6t,  are  exaftly  the  fame  as  in  the  Friends'  Settlement,  or,  at  leaft,  fo 
nearly  the  fame,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  mention  the  difference.  The 
price  of  carpenter's  work  is  four  pence  a  foot  for  hewn  timber,  and 
two  dollars  for  ten  fquare  feet  in  boarding  the  fides  of  buildings,  or  cover- 
ing them  with  Ihingles.  It  fhould  be  obferved,  however,  that  all  forts 
of  merchandize  are  much  dearer  in  the  fhops  here  than  at  Mrs.  Hill's, 
at  Friendfmill.  The  price  of  commodities  in  thcfc  new  fettlements 
depends,  it  may  be  faid,  entirely  on  the  honour  of  the  trader  ;  for 
he  alone  can  fupply  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  Americans 
never   offer  lefs  than    the   feller   demands.     The  prices  of  planks  are 

higher 


EY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOURT,  ISQ 

higher  at  the  Captain's  mill  than  any  where  elfe.  He  takes  feven  dollars 
per  thoufand  for  cutting  them,  and  the  mill,  which  is  continually  at  work, 
can  cut  fix  thoilfand  in  twenty-four  hours  time.  He  fells  them  at  the 
rate  of  nine  fliillings  per  hundred.  Should  he  continue  pofleffor  of  the 
mill  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is  his  intention  to  lower  the  price.  He 
obferved  to  us,  that  if  he  were  to  do  fo  at  prefent,  he  flaould  difcourage 
all  the  other  inhabitants,  who  may  have  formed  the  defign  of  con- 
ftrudting  mills,  and  that  the  prices  will  foon  be  brought  down  by  com- 
petition. 

We  are  affured,  that  the  cUmate  here  is  much  more  temperate,  both 
in  winter  and  fummer,  than  in  Pennfylvania  ;  that  the  winter  feldom  or 
never  lafts  above  four  months ;  that  the  cattle,  even  in  that  feafon,  graze 
in  the  foreft  v^^ithout  inconvenience ;  and  that  no  provifion  of  fodder  is 
requifite,  during  the  winter,  except  for  fuch  cattle  as  are  to  be  fattened. 
Neither  does  the  fnow  ever  lie  fo  deep  as  to  cover  all  the  herbs,  which 
ferve  for  their  paflure. 

Captain  Williamfon  has  hitherto  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  remove 
the  objedlion  of  this  diftridl  being  rather  unhealthy.  In  his  opinion,  the 
unhealthinefs  afcribed  to  it  is  nothing  but  the  natural  effed  of  the  climate 
upon  new  fettlers,  and  is  confined  to  a  few  fits  of  fever,  with  which  flran- 
gers  are  ufually  feized  in  the  firft  or  fecond  year  after  their  arrival.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  inhabitants  all  agree  in  this  unfaA^ourable  re- 
port of  their  climate  ;  notwithftanding  which  crouds  of  new  fettlers  re- 
fort  every  year  to  this  difl:ri6l.  Thus  much,  at  leaft,  we  obferved,  that 
marfhes  and  pieces  of  ftagnant  water -are  thickly  fpread  over  the  face  of 
the  country ;  but  thefe  will,  no  doubt,  be  drained,  as  population  and 
cultivation  fliall  encreafe ;  this  however  is  and  will  for  fome  time  be  un- 
attcmpted ;  and  moreover,  the  water  for  common  drink  is  in  moft  places 
unpleafant  and  unwholefome. 

Though  we  ilept  at  the  inn,  yet  we  fpent  the  whole  day,  from  morn- 
ing to  night,  at.  Mr.  Williamfon's,  where  we  enjoyed  more  tranquilUty 
than  in  the  noify  inn,  which  is  no  bigger  than  a  fparrow's  neft,  and  is 

T  2  always 
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always  crouded  with  travellers.  One  night  twenty- five  of  us  flept  in 
two  rooms,  in  fix  beds,  which  rooms  were,  in  iaSi,  nothing  but  defpi- 
cable  corn-lofts  or  garrets,  pervious  to  the  wind  and  rain. 

The  habitation  of  the  Captain  confifts  of  feveral  fmall  houfes,  formed 
of  trunks  of  trees  and  joiner's  work,  which  at  prefent  make  a  very  irre- 
gular whole,  but  which  he  intends  foon  to  impro'\e.  His  way  of  living 
is  fimple,  neat,  and  good;  every  day  we  had  a  joint  of  f'cfh  meat,  ve- 
getables, and  wine.  We  met  with  no  circumftances  of  pomp  or  lux- 
ury, but  found  eafe,  good  humour,  and  plenty.  In  the  ufeful,  yet  com- 
fortable, manner,  in  which  the  Captain  lives,  life  may  be  fecurely  en- 
joyed, without  disturbing  the  enjoyments  of  others. 

About  tv/enty  houfes  compofe,  as  yet,  the  whole  of  the  town  of  Bath. 
It  is  built  on  one  of  the  bays,  which  the  Conhofton  forms  in  its  courfe. 
The  banks  of  this  creek  are  bounded  on  the  oppofite  fide  by  pretty  high 
mountains,  which  are  chiefly  covered  with  pines  and  hemlock  firs. 

Our  firft  intention  was  to  have  ftopped  at  Captain  Williamfon's  only 
one  day  ;  in  compliance  with  his  wilh,  however,  we  added  another,  and 
neceffity  compelled  us  to  flay  a  third.  When  on  the  point  of  fetting 
out,  I  perceived  that  my  horfe  was  lame  ;  and  though  we  were  afTured, 
that  he  might  make  the  journey  without  the  leaft  inconvenience,  yet 
Captain  Williamfon  obligingly  infifled  on  our  ftaying  one  day  longer. 
We  fliould  not  have  hefitated  a  moment  to  comply  with  this  invitation, 
but  for  the  uneafinefs,  which  our  delay  might  occafion  to  our  friend  Bla- 
cons.  Mr.  Guillemard  obviated  this  difficulty,  by  offering  to  proceed 
himfclf,  and  thus  remove  any  anxiety  of  our  friend.  Mr.  Dupetitthouars 
and  myfelf  yielded,  after  this,  with  great  plcafurc,  to  the  earnefl  and  po- 
lite entreaties  of  the  Captain. 

Mrs.  Williamfon,  whom  we  had  not  fcen  for  the  firfl  two  days,  made 
lier  appearance  on  the  third  at  dinner.  To  judge  from  her  deportment,. 
timidity,  even  to  a  degree  of  bafhfulnefs,  had  till  then  deprived  us  of  her 
company.  She  is  a  native  of  Bofton,  and  was  married  there  to  the  Cap- 
tain, who,  in  the  contcfl  with  Britain,  had  refided  at  Bofton  as  a  prifoncr 

of 
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of  war;,  being  carried  thither  by  a  privateer,  who  captured  the  fliip,  on 
board  of  which  he  was  a  paflenger,  with  a  view  to  join  his  regiment. 
Mrs.  Wllliamfon,  it  feeros,  had  followed  her  hufband  to  Scotland,  and 
afterwards  to  GenefTee.  She  is  yet  but  a  young  woman,  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion, civil,  though  of  few  words,  and  mother  of  two  lovely  children, 
one  of  whom,  a  girl  three  years  old,  is  the  fineil  and  handfomeft  I  ever 
faw.  This  our  opinion  v/e  did  not  fail  to  report  to  her  parents,  which  af- 
forded them  great  fatlsfaftion. 

Friday,  the  12  th  of  June. 

Our  horfes,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  being  completely  refrefhed  and  reco- 
vered, through  the  civility  of  the  Captain,  we  at  length  quitted  his  hof- 
pitable  dwelling,  and  took  our  leave,  with  mutual  promifes  of  epifi:olary 
correfpondence,  and  rendering  each  other  every  fervice  in  our  power — 
by  which  at  leaft  my  travelling  companion,  Dupetitthouars,  and  myfelf,. 
could  furely  be  no  lofers. 

After  leaving  Bath,  we  paffed  through  afmall  fettlement,  confifllng  of 
about  four  Englifh  families,  which  arrived  here  from  London  only  fix 
months  ago.  They  are  chiefly  fawyers,  who  had  been  ufed  to  work  for 
the  cabinet-makers  in  that  great  metropolis.  They  now  work  for  them- 
felves,  and  poffefs  each  an  eflate  of  about  ninety  acres.  Thefe  they  have 
already  begun  to  clear  for  cultivation,  affifting  each  other  with  their  cattle 
and  labour.  They  cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  make  their  fortunes;  and  in 
the  mean  while  they  enjoy  that'ftate  of  independence,  which  forms  one 
of  the  beft  bleffihgs  of  life,  if  accompanied  with  the  means  of  fubfiftence. 
Their  log-houfes  have  an  appearance  of  cleanlinefs,  neatnefs,  and  order, 
which  plainly  befpeak  thefe  famihes  to  be  Englifli.  To  judge  from  the 
choice  of  their' books,  which  form  a  part  of  their  furniture,  and  from  the 
converfation  of  fome  of  them,  they  appear  to  be  Methodifls.  Thefe  new 
Englilh  fettlcrs  have,  this  year,  already  made  maple-fugar,  and  one  of 
them  the  fineft  1  have  yet  feen,  even  that  of  Afylum  not  excepted.  Two 
of  the  wives  of  thefe  new  fettlers  have  already  caught  the  fever,  and  not 

one 
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one  of  tliem  appears  to  enjoy  a  good  ftate  of  health.  Eighteen  miles 
farther  from  Bath,  we  found  another  family,  that  came  hither  laft  au- 
tnm  from  Maryland,  afflicted  with  a  fever.  Four  miles  farther  on  we 
{popped  at  one  Mrs.  Bever's,  who  was  likewife  laid  up  with  an  in- 
termittent fever,  the  fits  of  which  returned  every  day.  This  fever  may, 
perhaps,  be  a  tribute,  paid  but  once  to  the  climate,  as  Captain  William- 
Ibn  thinks ;  but  the  country,  excellent  as  it  is  in  all  other  rcfpefts,  car- 
ries, I  think,  undoubted  marks  of  being  unhealthy ;  fuch  as  flagnant 
waters,  phofphoric  exhalations,  fwampy  creeks,  bad  water  for  drinking, 
and  an  abfolute  fcarcity  of  fprings.  Having  fome  quantity  of  bark  in  our 
travelling-cafe,  we  gave  a  little  of  it  to  Mrs.  Bever,  with  direftions  how  to 
ufe  it ;  we,  at  the  fame  time,  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Williamfon,  in- 
forming him  of  the  diftrefs  of  this  family,  and  of  their  want  of  more 
bark.  We  entertain  little  doubt,  but  that  the  Captain  will  receive  this 
intelligence  as  a  firft  attempt  to  fulfil,  on  our  part,  the  engagement  we 
entered  into  when  we  took  leave  of  him. 

It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  after  we  had  given  the  poor  woman 
this  advice,  her  hufband  Ihewed  us  all  the  rcfpeft,  which  men  of  the  me- 
dical profeffion  generally  receive  in  this  country.  Yet  his  demonftrations 
of  refpeft  ceafed,  when  we  refufed  his  repeated  offers  to  pay  us  for  the 
bark.  Though  we  no  longer  appeared  to  Bever  phyficians  of  the  ufual 
caft,  yet  we  were  certainly  deemed  very  knowing  and  clever,  for  feveral  of 
the  ten  or  twelve  perfons,  who  had  repaired  to  this  cottage  for  fhelter  and 
food,  Ihewing  us  their  wounds  and  contufions,  requefted  our  advice  con- 
cerning them.  We  recommended  to  them,  to  wafh  their  fores  with  fait 
and  water ;  and  the  fimpliclty  of  this  remedy,  which  would  perhaps  have 
met  with  little  approbation  from  European  peafants,  did  not  here,  in  the 
leaft,  abate  the  high  opinion,  which  thefe  good  people  had  conceived  of 
our  fi.iperior  knowledge.  The  company  we  met  with  at  Mr,  Bever's 
confiftcd  of  furveyors  and' fome  other  perfons,  who  had  fiirveycd  land, 
which  they  intended  to  purchafc  on  the  heights  of  Lake  Canandaqua. 

I  fay  on  the  heights,    becaufe  in  that  place  a  chain  of  mountains,  about 

ten 
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ten  or  twelve  miles  in  length,  f^parates  the  -water,  which  flows  in  a 
fouthern  direction,  from  that,  which  dlfcharges  itfelf  into  the  river  of  St. 
Laurence. 

We  found,  among  thefe  perfons,  a  young  man,  who  about  fix 
weeks  before  had  been  bitten  on  the  knee  by  a  rattle-fnake,  while  he 
was  fiihing  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Canandaqua.  At  firft  he  did  not  feel 
much  pain  in  the  part  affefted  ;  but  an  hour  afterwards  a  fwelhng  ap- 
peared, which  gradually  extended  all  along  the  leg  to  the  foot,  and 
both  became  fo  ftiff,  that  he  was  unable  to  move  them.  A  cure  was 
cfFedlcd  within  the  fpace  of  only  fix  days  by  the  juice  of  fnake-root  laid 
on  the  wound  and  fwelling,  as  a  poultice,  mixed  with  milk,  together 
■with  a  few  drops  of  that  juice,  pure  and  unmixed,  taken  internally. 
Inftances  of  fuch  bites  occur  but  very  feldom,  and  only,  it  feems,  when 
the  animal  has  been  touched  ;  otherwlfe  it  confi:antly  retires,  and  may- 
be killed  by  a  blow  with  the  flendereft  flick. 

It  is  a  common  obfervation,  that  wild  animals  are  lefs  fierce  in 
America  than  in  other  parts  of  the  globe  ;  the  truth  of  this  is  con- 
firmed by  the  tefl:imony  of  fuch  as,  from  their  refidence  in  forefi^,  are 
beft  qualified  to  poiTefs  fatisfacftory  information.  Wolves,  bears,  nay 
even  panthers,  moftly  flee  before  man  ;  and  the  infl:ances  of  their  do- 
ing mifchief  are  fo  rare,  that  the  very  reality  of  it  might  be  doubted. 

The  dangers,  therefore,  to  which  new  fettlers  are  expofed,  are  not 
much  to  be  apprehended.  The  fevereft  misfortune,  to  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  American  foreft  are  liable,  is  the  lofs  of  their  children  in 
the  woods.  Thefe  unfortunate  infants,  over  whom  it  is  almoft  impoffi- 
ble  to  keep  conflrantly  a  watchful  eye,  are  apt  to  run  out  of  the  houfe, 
which  is  feldom  fenced  the  firft  year,  and  ftraying  from  their  homes 
are  unable  to  find  them  again.  In  fuch  cafes,  however,  all  the  neigh- 
bours, nay  perfons  from  the  remoteft  parts,  join  in*  the  fearch  after 
thefe  little  vinfortunate  creatures,  and  fometimes  they  are  found ;  but 
there  are  alfo  infl:ances  of  theijijaeing  totally  loft;,  or  difcovered  only  when 
dead  of  hxmger  or  fear. 

Saturday, 


144  TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 

Saturday,  the  13  th  of  June. 

From  Bever's  we  rode  on,  till  we  came  to  Captain  Metcalf's,  where 
we  flopped  for  the  night.  He  lives  at  the  diftance  of,  eight  miles  from 
the  former  houfe,  and  keeps  an  inn.  This  diftridl  is  called  Watkinf- 
town,  from  feveral  families  of  this  name,  who  poflefs  the  greateft  pro- 
perty here.  The  road  from  Bath  to  Metcalf's  habitation  is  generally 
bad  enough,  as  is  moflly  the  cafe  in  a  luxuriant  foil,  and  elpecially  after 
a  fall  of  rain ;  fo  that,  where  the  roads  are  not  properly  made,  the 
interefl  of  the  traveller  mufl  abfolutely  clafh  with  that  of  the  land- 
owner. 

Two  miles  on  this  fide  of  Bever's  houfe  we  had  obferved  the  com- 
mencement of  a  range  of  mountains,  which  appeared  to  us  to  feparate, 
in  thefe  parts,  the  waters  of  the  Sufquehannah  from  thofe  of  the 
lakes. 

After  we  had  paffed  the  above  Engllfli  fettlement  near  Bath,  we  met 
with  no  habitation  but  at  diftanccs  of  eighteen,  twenty,  and  twenty - 
two  miles.  Between  MetcalFs  houfe  and  Canandaqua,  however,  the 
dwellings  ftand  clofer  together.  The  lands,  belonging  to  Captain 
Williamfon,  terminate  at  Bever's  houfe ;  all  the  ground  thence  to 
Canandaqua,  and  farther  on,  has  been  fold  by  Robert  Morris,  or 
Meflrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham,  who  had  purchafed  their  demefnes  before 
Mr.  Williamfon  bought  his.  Metcalf,  for  inflance,  three  years  ago, 
purchafed  his  cflate  from  them  for  one  fhilling  per  acre.  Of  the  one 
thoufand  acres,  he  then  bought,  he  has  already  fold  five  hundred  and 
upwards  for  from  one  to  three  dollars  per  acre,  and  fome  have  fetched 
twenty-five  dollars. 

The  profits,  which  are  made  by  fpeculations  in  land,  all  over  Ame- 
rica, and  efpecially  in  this  neighbourhood,  are  great,  beyond  calcula- 
tion. We  pafTed,  however,  through  feveral  fettlcments,  which  were 
deferted.  Occurrences  of  this  kind  are  common  enough  in  new  coun- 
tries ;  and  experience  fl:iews,  that  of  ten  new  fcttlcrs,  who,  in  the  firfl 
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inftance  join  to  clear  and  cultivate  frelh  grounds,  at  the  expiration  of 
a  couple  of  years,  one  only  will,  for  the  moft  part,  remain  ;  and  the 
Jecond,  nay,  at  times,  the  tli'ird  fettlers  are  generally  the  bell;  colonifts. 
They  takt  advantage  of  the  labours  and  difburfemcnts  of  their  prede- 
ceffors,  remain  in  the  country,  and  thus  become  truly  ufeful  to  the  fet- 
tlement.  Captain  Metcalf,  befides  his  lands  and  inn,  poifefles  a  faw- 
mill,  where  four  thoufand  five  hundred  feet  of  boards  are  cut  daily. 
Thefe  boards  he  fends  on  the  Lake  to  Canandaqua,  where  they  are  fold 
for  ten  fhillings  a  thoufand  feet.  Wheat  is  fold  here  for  fix  ihillings  a 
bufliel,  and  Indian  corn  for  four  lliillings.  There  is  a  fchoolmafter  in 
Watkinflown,  with  a  falary  of  twelve  dollars  per  month  ;  all  the  fami- 
lies, that  contribute  to  this  flipend,  have  the  right  of  fending  their  chil- 
dren to  his  fchool. 

The  road  to  Canandaqua  is  bad  and  miry,  running  for  the  firfl:  three 
miles  conftantly  along  water.  A  little  farther  on,  where  its  diredlion  i-- 
more  elevated,  it  mends.  The  foil  contains  a  flratum  of  black  earth, 
a  foot  or  more  in  depth.  On  travelling  this  road,  we  obferved  one  or 
two  extenfive  trails  of  ground,  cleared  by  the  Indians,  but  few  habi- 
tations. The  few  ploughs  we  faw  here  were  drawn  by  oxen.  The 
woods  are  thick  and  lofty.  Sugar- maple,  black  birch,  oak,  hickory, 
hemlock  fir,  and  beech,  are  the  moft  prevailing  trees.  The  ague  is  a 
common  diforder  in  all  thefe  parts. 

The  Lake  of  Canandaqua,  which  we  reached  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles  from  the  town,  exhibits  a  very  delightful  afped:.  The  banks 
are  not  very  low.  The  long  and  tedious  famenefs  of  thefe  woods, 
through  which  we  had  pafled,  contributed,  probably,  not  a  little  to 
enhance  the  agreeablenefs  of  the  profpe<ft  now  before  us.  On  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  lake  is  an  orchard,  where  very  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  cyder  are  made  for  fale  at  Canandaqua, 

Sunday,  the  \4th  of  June. 

Canandaqua  is,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
of  Ontario.     It  ftands  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  of  the   fame  name.     On 
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the  ground,  now  occupied  by  the  town,  Itood,  four  years  ago,  a  lln- 
gle  factory,  which  carried  on  fomc  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  town; 
confifts,  at  prefcnt,  of  forty  houfcs.  The  territory  of  this  city,  whicli 
contains  about  fifty  thoufand  acres,  is  one  of  the  diftricfls,  which  be- 
longed to  the  State  of  Maffachvifetts,  and  were  fold  prior  to  the  con- 
tract concluded  with  Captain  Willianifon.  The  town,  although  feated 
on  an  eminence,  is  not  more  healthy  than  the  neighbouring  country. 
Mr.  de  Blacons  found  here,  lafc  autumn,  a  great  number  of  perfons 
afflicftcd  with  the  ague.  This  was  attributed  to  the  uncommon  wet- 
nefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  ague,  it  was  faid,  had  made  its  appearance 
during  the  rains.  We  are  now  here  in  the  month  of  June  ;  and  yet 
it  rages  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  it  did  laft  autumn.  No  alle- 
viation of  this  afflicting  circumftance  is,  therefore,  to  be  expected,  ex- 
cept from  time,  and  a  gradual  encreafe  of  labour,  cultivation,  and  popu- 
lation. The  houfcs  in  Canandaqua,  though  all  built  of  wood,  are 
much  better  than  any  of  that  defcription  I  have  hitherto  feen  in  other 
cities.  They  confift  moftly  of  joiner's  work,  and  are  prettily  painted. 
In  front  of  fome  of  them  are  fmall  courts,  furrounded  with  neat  railings. 
Some  of  the  inhabitants  poflefs  confiderable  property  ;  among  thefe  are 
Meflrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham,  for  a  long  time  paft  proprietors  of  thefe  lands, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  their  children  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  fon 
of  Mr.  Robert  Morris  of  Philadelphia,  and  agent  for  his  father  in  the 
management  of  a  large  traCt  of  land,  which  he  pofl'efFcs  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, with  other  confiderable  diftriCts  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Geneffcc,  and  beyond  it,  rtill  occupied  by  the  Indians,  but  which  he 
has  acquired  the  right  of  purchafmg  in  preference  to  all  other  perfons  ; 
Mr.  Chipping,  director  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  with  the  In- 
dians ;  and  many  others,  whofe  names  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 
There  are  two  inns  in  the  town,  and  feveral  fhops,  where  commodities 
are  fold,  and  Ihoes  and  other  articles  made.  The  encreafe  of  popula- 
tion, however,  is  not  confiderable  in  thefe  new  fettlements  ;  and  there 
is  at  picfent  a  great  deficiency  of  labouring  men.  The  habitations  in 
the  adjoining  diftrid:  are  but  thinly  fcattcred.     The  lands,  as  well  as  the 
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town-fhares,  are,  for  the  moll  part,  the  propert}-  of  rich  uidividuals,  Avho 
refide  In  towns,  and  having  purchafed  them  on  fpeculation,  are  unwil- 
ling to  part  with  them  until  time  lliall  have  raifed  their  value. 

The  only  potable  water  in  Canandaqua  is  obtained  by  pumps ;  but 
even  this  is  indifferent,  and  no  fpring  has  yet  been  found  in  the  town,, 
or  in  its  neighbourhood.  There  is  not  even  a  creek  lefs  than  four  or 
£ve  miles  diftant  ;  and  there  is,  confequently,  no  profpedl  of  eilablifhing 
any  mills  nearer  the  town. 

The  lands  here  are  fald  to  produce  as  much  wheat  as  is  necefiary  for 
the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  ordinary  price  of  it  is  fix  {hil- 
lings a  bufhel.  The  woods  contain  but  very  few  large  trees,  the  Icarcit) 
of  which,  together  with  the  want  of  faw-mills,  is  the  reafon  why  boards, 
when  bought  at  the  mill,  coft  here  ten  dollars  a  thousand.  The  price 
of  land  is  three  dollars  per  acre,  without  the  town,  and  fifteen  dollars 
within  its  precincts.  The  price  of  Indian  corn,  oats,  &c,  are  much  the 
fame  as  at  Friendfmill  and  Bath.  Day-labourers,  whom  it  is  difficult  to 
procure,  generally  earn  five  flalllings  per  day  wages.  Dviring  the  lafl 
harveft,  however,  Mr.  Thomas  Morris  paid  as  high  as  ten  fliillings,  be- 
fides  finding  them  in  victuals.  The  land,  although  tolerably  good,  is  in- 
ferior to  what  we  faw  in  other  parts  of  Geneflee,  wdilch  we  traverfed. 
The  average  produce,  in  the  firft  year  of  its  cultivation,  is  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre.  They  make  ufe  of  the  plough 
even  in  the  firft  year.  The  oxen  are  good,  becaufe  moft.  of  the  new 
fettlers  come  from  New  England,  and  generally  bring  their  cattle  with 
them  from  that  province.  In  our  journey  we  met,  near  Canandaqua, 
feveral  parties  of  American  emigrants,  more  or  lefs  nvimerous,  travelling 
to  Niagara.  One  of  them  confiilied  of  five  or  fix  families,  who  had 
with  them,  thirty-four  head  of  cattle.  Thefe  travelling  companies  are 
very  frequent ;  emigration  from  Niagara  into  the  United  States  is  alfo 
confiderable,  but  lefs  fo  than  in  the  firft-mentioned  direction. 

I  had  a  letter  to  Mr.  Chipping  from  General  Knox,  which  Mr.  dc 
Blacons  had  delivered  previous  to  our  arrival.     This  letter  procured  us 
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an  Indian,  who  fpoke  the  French  language,  and  was  to  conduce  us  in 
our  journey  from  Canandaqua  to  Niagara.  He  was  accordingly  fent 
for  by  Mr.  Chipping.  We  called  at  the  houfc  of  that  gentleman,  to  re- 
turn him  our  thanks  for  this  favour,  and  alfo  to  fee  fome  Indians,  who 
were  with  him.  He  afts  as  agent  for  the  United  States,  with  all  the  na- 
tions  bordering  on  Canandaqua. 

Thefe  Indians  were  about  twelve  in  number,  among  whom  were  feve- 
ral  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Seneca  Indians  ;  one  of  them  was  Red  Jacket, 
a  warrior  of  no   fmall  note  among  his  countrymen.     They   paid   Mr. 
Chipping  a  vifit,    that   is   to   fay,  they   came   to    partake  of  his  whifky 
and  meat.     Such  parties  come  very  frequently,  and,  in  general,  merel}'' 
for  this,   and  no  other  purpofe.     On  thefe  occafions  they  drink  as  much 
as  they  can,  and,  when  fatiated,  a  few  bottles  are   generally  diftributed 
among  the  party,  to  take  with  them.     We  found  them  in  a  fmall  hut, 
behind  the  agent's  houfe,  which  indeed  refembled  a  ftable,  rather  than  a 
houfe.     Two  of  them  lay  on  the  ground,  intoxicated  to  a  high  degree 
of  infenfibility.     They  were  nearly  naked,  except  that  each  wore  a  wool- 
len apron,,  about  a  foot  fquare,  fafhened  to  a  girdle,  to  which  it  was  again 
tied  behind.      From  this  girdle  is  fufpended  that   dreadful   inflrument, 
the  fcalping-knife  ;   a  fmall  knife,  which  they  generally  ufc  to  cut  their 
meat.     Their  heads  were  not  fhaved,  but  the   hair  was  cut  very  fhort, 
and  tied  above  in  a  braid,  which  is  made  to  pafs  through  a  fdver  pipe  ; 
their  ears  were  quite  bare,  and  adorned  with  a  variety  of  fmall  rings. 
Some  wore  fmall  filver  plates  at  the  extremity  of  the  nofe,  which  is  ge- 
nerally confidered  as  an  ornament  of  diftlndlion  for  the  chieftains.    They 
were  all  very  cheerful,  addicted  to  laughter,  and  full  of  glee.     They  ap- 
peared highly  delighted  with  viewing  us,  and  were  moft  of  them  hand- 
fome  looking  men.     One  fpoke  a  little  Englifh.     As  we  exped:  to  fee 
whole  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  progrefs  of  our  journey,  I  may  perhaps 
hereafter  be  able  to  give  a  more  ample  and  fatisfa6lory  account  concern- 
ing them.     As  far  as  my  knowledge  and  obfenatlon  reach  at  prefent,  it 
is  merely  the  immoral  policy  of  civilized   nations,   which  has  fubjed;cd 
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thefe  people  to  the  loweft  rank  in  the  fcale  of  human  beings.  As  long 
as  they  v/ere  {ufFered  to  remain  in  their  favage  ftate,  they  were  warlike 
and  independent,  wild,  perhaps,  yet  humane.  Now  that  the  white  peo- 
ple find  it  convenient,  to  attach  them  to  their  interefts,  they  are  feduced 
with  money  and  whiilcy,  and  rendered  as  brutal  and  debauched,  as  it  is 
poffible  to  make  them.  The  odious  and  illiberal  artifices  pradifcd  by  ci- 
vilized nations,  to  render  every  thing  fubfervlent  to  their  interefls  only, 
make  their  vaunted  fuperiority  appear  the  more  difgufting  to  the  eye  of 
genuine  philanthropy. 

A  little  before  our  arrival,  a  party  of  Indians,  from  the  neighbourhood 
ofLeBoeuf,  came  to  Captain  Chipplng's,  to  demand  juftice  upon  an 
American  foldier,  who  hadmurdered  two  Indians,  from  motives  of  jea- 
loufy  and  revenge.  The  bufmefs,  however,  was  huftied  up  by  the  pay- 
ment of  tw^o  hundred  dollars  for  each  Indian,  which  is  the  fettled  price 
of  compenfation  in  fuch  cafes,  and  the  foldier  remained  at  liberty.  Not 
fo,  however,  when  an  Indian  murders  a  white  man :  in  this  cafe,  the 
affaflin  is  delivered  up  to  the  Americans,  and  hanged.  And  thus  it  is 
that  a  people,  which  makes  its  boaft  of  honefty,  juftice,  and  equality, 
can  connive  at  the  moft  flagrant  perverfion  of  juftice,  to  the  eternal 
difgrace  of  both  its  executors  and  its  victims  !  The  treatment  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  fervitude  of  the  negroes,  have  branded  the  fair  face  of 
American  freedom  with  an  odious  ftigma,  which  government,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  fliould  ftrain  every  nerve  to  efface.  It  is  to  be  feared,  how- 
ever, that  the  caufes  will  not  be  eafily  removed,  connefted  as  they  are 
with  one  of  the  moft  pov/erful  pafftons  of  the  human  breaft — the  love 
of  money ! 

We  hoped  to  find  a  good  inn  at  Canandaqua,  which  is  no  unpleafant 
thing  in  the  Geneffee  country  in  general,  but  we  were  difappointed. 
Whatreafons  could  induce  Mr,  Blacons  to  prefer  the  fecond  inn,  I  could 
not  learn,  but  it  is  certainly  far  inferior  to  the  firft.  We  put  up,  however, ,' 
at  the  fecond,  though  not  without  throwing  fome  blame  on  our  friend, 
who  is,  in  general,  more  prudent  in  his  counfel.  Our  diffatisfadion  was 
greatly  encreafed,  when  we  were  fhewn  into  the  corn-loft  to  fleep,  being - 

four 
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four  cf  US,  in  company  with  ten  or  twelve  other  men  !  But  ileep,  the 
great  bahn  of  human  uneafmefs,  foon  calmed  our  minds. 

My  reft,  however,  was  ere  long  interrupted  by  a  little  circumftance, 
which  I  fhall  mention,  as  it  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  habits  of  this 
country.  This  was  the  arrival  of  two  new  guefts,  who  foon  entered  our 
loft ;  an  old  man,  and  a  handfome  young  woman,  who,  I  believe,  was 
his  daughter.  Three  rows  of  beds  were  placed  in  this  large  apartment, 
which  half  filled  it ;  and  there  were  two  empty  beds  in  the  fame  row 
with  mine. 

In  one  of  thefe  the  good  old  man  lay  down  without  undreffmg  himfelf, 
and  the  young  v,'oman,  thinking  every  one  about  her  faft  afleep,  fell  to 
flrippicg,  which  flae  did  as  completely  as  if  fhe  had  been  in  a  room  by 
herfelf.  No  movement  on  my  part  interrupted  the  bufmefs  ot  her  toilette, 
although  I  could  not  fall  afleep  again  until  the  candle  was  put  out.  This 
little  anecdote,  at  which  European  coynefs  will  no  doubt  either  feoff"  or 
laugh,  fliews,  in  an  advantageous  light,  the  laudable  fimplicity  and  in- 
nocence of  American  manners. 

Laft  night,  we  rejoined  Blacons  at  Canandaqua;  and  this  morning  Du- 
petitthouars  left  us,  to  proceed  ftraight  to  Conawango,  where  the  Indian, 
i,vho  fpeaks  French,  is  waiting  for  us.  We  fet  out  with  Blacons  on  our 
way  to  Ontario,  intending  to  take  a  view  of  an  eftate  belonging  to  one 
Mr.  Pitt,  of  which  we  had  heard  much  talk  throughout  the  country. 
On  our  arrival,  we  found  the  houfc  crowded  with  Prefbyterians :  its 
owner  attending  to  a  noiiy,  tedious  harangue,  delivered  by  a  mini- 
fter,  with  fuch  violence  of  elocution,  that  he  appeared  all  over  in  a  per- 
spiration. We  found  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  fome  oats  here  for  our 
horfes,  and  a  fevv^  hafty  morfels  for  our  own  dinner.  As  we  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  viewing  the  e1:ate,  we  were  obliged  to  content  ourfelvcs  with 
the  fine  profpedl  of  the  neighbouring  grounds,  which  the  houfe  afforded. 
The  fields  are  in  a  better  ftate  of  cultivation  than  any  we  have  hitherto 
feen,  and  thoroughly  cleared  of  wood. 

This  eftate  has  been  only  five  years  under  cultivation.  Old  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  two   fons   pofl'efs   about  nine   hundred  acres,  one  hvuidrcd  and 
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thirty  of  which  are  cviltivated.     Thefe  beautifiil  fields  were  cleared  long 
ago  by  the  Indians.     Of  the   above  one   hundred  and  thirty  acres  juft 
mentioned,  fixty  are  laid  out  in  meadows,  on  which   clov^er  and  timo- 
thy-grafs   are  fown.     Their   llock  confifls   of  fixty  or  feventy  head   of 
cattle,  of  which  they  fell    very   little,  as   they  wifh  to  augment  their 
number  by  breeding.     The  flrft  crop  of  their  meadows  yields  two  tuns 
of  hay  per  acre,  and  the  fecond  is  fed  off  by  the  cattle.     The  winter  does 
not  laft  here    above  three  months  and  a  half,,  during   which,  the  live 
ftpck  kept  near  the  houfc  are  fed  with  hay,  morning  and  evening,  in 
the  tarm-yard.     The  dung-cart  very  rarely  vifits  the  land.     Its  average 
produce  is  twenty  bufhels  of  wheat,  and  thirty-five  bufliels  of   Indian 
corn,   per  acre.     The  price  of  wheat  is  fix  fhillings,  and  of  Indian  corn 
and  oats  three  fhillings  per  bulhel.     The  price  of  cattle  is  the  fame,  as  in 
the   places  before  mentioned.     Labouring  men  earn  five  fhillings  a  day 
wages,  without  victuals.     The  faw  and  corn-mills  lie  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  this  houfe.     The  firfi:  is  eight  miles,    the   fecond  twelve 
miles  diftant.     Corn  and  flour  are  tranfported  on  fledges,  during  the  win- 
ter.   All  the  corn-fields,  as  v/ell  as  grafs-lands,  had  a  fine  appearance,  and 
feemed  to  be  under  excellent  management.     Yet  a  view  of  the  handfome 
married  and  unmarried  women,  who  filled  the  church  during  both  morn- 
ing and  evening  fervice,  was  even  more  delegable  to  our  fenfes,  than  the 
fine  rural  fcenery.- 

.  We  flopped  at  Captain  Watworth's  to  pafs  the  night.  Along  the 
whole  route  from  Canandaqua,  the  woods  appear  beautiful  to  the  eye,  but 
are  not  fo  crowded  v,rith  trees  as  on  the  other  fide  of  that  place.  Several 
parts  of  the  foreft  have  been  burnt  down  by  the  Indians,  who  pofiefi'ed 
this  country  from  time  immemorial.  We  frequently  traced  or  met  with 
Indian  camps,  as  they  are  called,  i.  e.  places  where  troops  of  them,  who 
were  either  hunting  or  travelling,  had  pafi^cd  the  night.  Their  tents  or 
huts  are  nothing  in  the  world  but  four  pofls,  driven  into  the  ground,  and 
overlaid  with  bark.  In  this  day's  journey  we  pafTed  by  the  extremity  of 
four  lakes,  viz.  of  Hemlock,  Conefus,  Honeygoe,  and  Conhodon. 

We 
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"We  were  much  concerned  at  our  dlfappointment  in  not  finding  Mr. 
Thomas  Morris  at  Canandaqua.  But  a  young  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  WicKHAM,  who  feemed  to  be  his  clerk,  and  lives  in  his  houfe,  re- 
ceived us  with  as  much  civility  as  he  could  have  done  himfelf.  In  ad- 
dition to  other  kind  offices,  he  gave  us  a  letter  to  Captain  Watworth, 
a  nephew  of  Colonel  Watworth  of  Connefticut,  who  lives  in  Ontario, 
and  is  concerned  with  Mr  Thomas  Morris  in  the  purchafe  of  lands. 

Our  letter  of  introdu6lion  obtained  us,  as  we  expelled,  an   invitation 
to  fleep  at  the  Captain's.     On  our  arrival,  he  told  us,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  fet  out  early  the  next  morning  for   Canandaqua,  to  review  a  party  of 
foldiers,  over  whom  he  is  captain.     Two  minutes   after  this  the  Captain 
got  on  horfeback,  to  fee  a  friend,  as  he  told  us,  though  it  was  then  eight 
o'clock  at  night.     This  conduct,  in  France,  would  have  juftified  a  fuf- 
picion,  that  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  was  dlfpleafed  with  the  vlfit  of  his 
guefts.     With  fome  latitude  it  might,  perhaps,  have  borne   the   fame 
conftruclion  in  America  ;  but  we  found  it  more  convenient  to  afcrlbe  it 
to  an  uncommon  love  of  eafe,  and  freedom  from  reftraint.     There  was 
no  inn  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and,  as  we  found  our  fituation  not  at  all 
the  worfe,  but  rather  better  for  this  his  behaviour,  w^e  endeavoured  to 
make  ourfelves  on  our  part  as  agreeable  as  we  could.     As  to  his  habita- 
tion, it  is  a  fmall  log-houfe,   as  dirty  and  filthy  as  any  I  have  ever  feen. 
Whether  the  offenfive  fmell,  which  infcdied  this  dwelling,  proceeded 
from  cats  or  decayed  ftores,  which  the  Captain  is  reported  to  keep  fome- 
times  till  they  become  putrefied,  I  am  unable  to  determine  ;  but,  this  is 
certain,  that  we  never  pafied  the  night  in  a  more  unplcafant  hole.     The 
beds,  bedding,  fheets,  fowls,  room,  fmell,  &c.  in  fliort,  every  thing  was 
naufeous,  fo  much  fo,  indeed,  as  to  render  the  houfe  extremely  difagree- 
ble.    I  rofe  early  in  the  morning  to  fee  the  Captain,  before  he  fet  out  on 
his  journey.     I  found  him  undergoing  the  operation  of  hair  dreffing  by 
his  negro  woman.     He  had  juft   fold  a  barrel  of  whlfky  to  an  Indian, 
and  was  treating  about  the  fale  of  fome  land  with  two  inhabitants  of 
Will'anifburg. 

The  price  of  the  Captain's  land  is  from  two  dollars  to  two  and  half  per 
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acre;  at  leaft,  this  is  the  price  at  which  he  offers  it  for  fale.  He  de- 
mands payment  of  the  whole  fum  agreed  for  within  four  years,  or  one 
fourth  of  the  purchafe-money  every  year.  The  intcreft  to  commence  the 
firfl  day  after  the  fale.  It  may  eafily  be  conceived,  that  Captain  Wat- 
worth  is  not  a  little  jealous  of  the  great  character  and  influence  of  Cap- 
tain Williamfon,  who,  from  his  terms  of  fale  being  far  more  moderate, 
and  other  circumftances,  cannot  but  have,  and  adlually  has,  greatly  the 
advantage  over  him. 

We  learned,  in  this  place,  that  the  Geneflee  flats  are,  every  year 
at  the  end  of  March,  regularly  inundated  for  four  or  five  days  by  the 
river  of  that  name,  which  flows  through  them,  and  depofits  on  the 
land  a  bed  of  flime,  aboiit  two  or  three  inches  deep  ;  this  ferves  as  an 
excellent  manure  to  the  foil,  and  greatly  promotes  its  fertility-  In- 
ilances  are  known  of  one  acre  having  produced  fifty  buflaels  of  wheat ; 
but  the  average  crop  is  thirty  bufliels  per  acre.  Very  little  of  this  land 
has  been  vended  yet ;  as  the  proprietors  do  not  care  to  part  with  it,  until 
an  increafe  of  population  fliall  have  added  confiderably  to  its  value.  It  is 
very  diflicult  to  procure  day-labourers  here,  and  their  wages  are  one  dol- 
lar per  day.  Maple -fugar,  of  which  great  quantities  are  ufually  ob- 
tained in  this  neighbourhood,  has  not  anfwered  this  year,  from  the  un- 
common wetnefs  of  the  feafon.  It  is  fold  for  one  fliilling  a  pound. 
Many  commodities,  together  with  numerous  droves  of  cattle,  are  ex- 
ported hence  annually  into  Upper  Canada.  The  Captain,  who  keeps 
a  fhop,  imports  his  goods  from  Connedlicut.  They  are  brought  in 
waggons,  drawn  by  oxen,  which  he  afterwards  fattens,  and,  by  felling 
them  at  Niagara,  amply  indemnifies  himfelf  for  any  lofs  he  may  fufliain 
from  the  long  carriage  of  his  wares.  The  beef  of  the  oxen  thus  fattened 
is  fold,  at  times,  for  one  fhilling  a  pound. 

After  the  Captain  had  left  iis,  his  nephew,  a  youth  about  fifteen  years 
of  age,  condudted  us  to  the  flats,  or  low  grounds,  which  border  on  the 
river  Geneflee.  They  are  a  traft  of  land,  about  five  or  fix  miles  in 
length  and  breadth,  for  the  moft  part  fituate  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the 
river ;  yet  fome  are  on  the  other  fide.      Captain  Watworth  poflTefiis 
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about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred  acres ;  of  thcfe  feme  are  cultivated,  but 
much  the  greater  number  lie  in  grafs,  which  was  as  high  as  our  horfes. 
The  flats  belong,  for  the  mofl:  part,  to  the   Indians ;  but,  as  they  are 
fituate  within  the  limits   of  the  territory  lately  ceded  by  Great  Britain, 
which   extend  to  the  river   St.  Lawrence,  the  State  of  Maffachufetts 
claims  the  fupreme  right  to  the  propert}',  and,  in  virtue  of  this  right,  has 
fold  to  Meflrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham  the  exclufive  privilege  of  purchafing 
thefe  lands  from  the  Indians,  whenever  they  fliall  confent  to  part  ^^■itll 
them,     Meffrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham  have  fold  this  privilege  of  purchafe  to 
Mr.  Ptobert  Morris,  by  whom  it  has  been  again  fold  to  the  Dutch  Com- 
pany ;  this  gentleman  has  alfo  engaged  to  open  a  negociation  with  the 
Indians,  and  to  prevail  upon  them  to  relinquifn  their  right  to  a  part  at 
leaft  of  thefe  lands.     Thus  four  different  fets  of  puchafers  have  fuccecdcd- 
each  other   in  regard  to  an  object,  concerning  the   fale  of  which   the 
confent   of  the   true   original   owners  has  not  yet  been  obtained  ;    and 
four   different   contrafts   have   been   entered  into,   founded  on  the   fup- 
pofition,  that  it  will  be  an  eafy  matter  to  remove  the  Indians  from  thefe 
diftant  corners  into  which  they  have   retired.     It  is   fomc  fatisfaftion,. 
however,   to  rcfled;,   that  the  property  of  thefe  lands  cannot  be  actually 
transferred  without  their  cdnfcnt ;   but  this,  alas  !   is  very  eafily  obtained, 
as  their  more  poliflicd  neighbours  wxll  know.      A  little  whilTvy  will  bribe 
their  chieftains  to  give  their  confent  to  the  largeft  ceffions;   and  thefe  rich 
lands,  this  extenfive  tra<51  of  territory,  will   be  bartered  away,    w  ith  the 
confent  of  all  parties,  for  a  few  rings,  a  few  handkerchiefs,   fomc  barrels 
of  rum,   and  perhaps  fome  money,   which  the  unfortunate  natives  know 
not  how  to  make  ufe  of,  and  which,  by  corrupting  what  little  virtue  is 
yet  left  among  them,  will,  ere  long,  render  them  completely  wretched. 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  not  be  difputed,  that,  if  America  were  to 
become  more  populous  ;   and  if,  in  proceis  of  time,  this  immenfe  region 
could,  by   fair  means,   and  on  reafonable  terms,  be  obtained  from   the 
honeft  and  peaceful  natives,  and  duly  cultivated  ;  fuch  a  mcafure  would 
doubtlefs  promote  the  general  good  of  America,  and  even  conduce  to  the 
interefls  of  mankind  at  large.     At  prcfent,  fcarcely  the  twentieth  part  of 
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this  vaft  continent  is  inhabited,  unless  nineteen  uncultivated  parts,  ftill  in 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  Indians,  be  fo  confidered.  In  a  word,  it  may  be 
queftioned,  whether,  even  in  the  cafe  of  all  America  being  peopled  with 
European  fettlers,  the  fignal  benefits,  to  be  derived  from  the  cultivation  of 
fuch  extenfive  trad;s  of  land,  might  not  be  obtained  honeftly  and  honour- 
ably, without  driving  the  original  inhabitants  out  of  their  pofleffions,  or 
at  leall  without  thus  palpably  impofmg  upon  them. 

The  hufbandry  of  the  Indians  is  confined  to  the  culture  of  a  little 
Indian  corn,  and  fome  potatoes.  The  produce  of  one  or  tv/o  acres  is  fully 
fuificient  for  the  maintenance  of  a  whole  family.  Their  extenfive 
meadows  they  leave  to  fuch  fettlers,  as  choofe  to  paflure  their  cattle  on 
the  grafs,  or  to  cut  it  for  hay  ;  nay,  they  even  fuffcr  them  to  be  cultivated 
and  inclofed  by  frefh  colonifts,  who  are  continually  removing  weflward. 
Property,  whether  real  or  perfonal,  has  with  them  no  value  ;  and  the  mea- 
dows, which  at  prefent  only  produce  from  four  to  five  tuns  of  hay  per  acre, 
would  yield  the  richeft  crops  of  various  kinds  of  produce,  and  throw  into 
cultivation  vaft  quantities  of  marketable  and  ufeful  commodities.  To 
reduce  an  acre  of  ground  under  fkilful  cultivation,  is,  to  confer  a  benefit 
on  the  mafs  of  civilized  fociety.  This  is  an  admitted  principle  of  political 
oeconomy.  But  here  unfortunately  it  happens,  that  the  ground,  even 
when  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  is  not  immediately  reduced 
to  a  proper  ftate  of  cultivation.  It  frequently  continues  long  in  the  hands 
of  mercenary  fpeculat5rs,  who  choofe  neither  to  fell  nor  cultivate  it,  until 
*its  value  ihall  have  been  confiderably  enhanced.  As  an  ultimate  confe- 
quence  of  this  condu6l  the  poor  Indians  will  be  harrafled,  gradually  ex- 
pelled from  their  homes,  and,  in  the  end,  either  extirpated,  or  rendered 
completely  miferable. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  twelve  miles  excurfion  to  the  flats  we  afcended  two 
eminences,  from  which  we  had  a  view  over  the  whole  plain  ;  one  of  thefc, 
called  Squawhill,  lies  nearer  to  Ontario,  and  the  other,  Mountmorris, 
to  WlUiamfburg.  They  both  contain  Indian  villages.  That  fituate  on 
the  former  height  confifts  of  about  fifteen,  and  that  feated  on  the  latter, 
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of  about  four  or  five  fmall  log-houfcs,  {landing  clofe  together,  roughly 
built,  and  overlaid  with  bark.  In  the  infide  appears  a  fort  of  room  not 
floored  ;  on  the  fides  they  conftmd:  flielves,  covered  wdth  decr-lkins, 
which  ferve  as  their  cabins  or  fleeping  places.  In  the  midll;  of  the  room 
appears  the  hearth,  and  over  it  is  an  opening  in  the  roof  to  let  out  the 
fmoke.  Their  {lores,  confifling,  for  the  mofl;  part,  of  nothing  but  Indian 
corn  and  the  fle{h  of  deer,  lie  carelefsly  thrown  together  in  a  corner.  One 
of  their  huts  not  unfrequently  contains  two  or  three  families. 

As  we  pa{red  through  their  villages  we  law  fome  women  employed  in 
works  of  hufbandry,  but  very  few  men.  Among  the  Indians  the  hufband 
does  not  work  at  all ;  all  laborious  fcrvices  arc  performed  exclufively 
by  the  wife.  She  not  only  tranfatfls  every  part  of  domeflic  bufmefs, 
but  cultivates  the  ground,  cuts  wood,  carries  loads,  &c.  The  hu{band 
hunts,  fifhes,  fmokes,  and  drinks.  Yet  there  are  fomc  tribes,  fuch  as, 
for  in{lance,  the  Tufcarora- Indians,  among  which  the  hufband  works, 
though  occafionally  and  {lightly.  When  1  fpcak  of  Indian  tribes  or 
nations,  I  wifh  to  be  underllood  as  confining  my  obfervation  to  the  fix 
nations,  commonly  called  the  Iroquois,  who  inhabit  the  northern  parts 
of  North  America,  to  the  fouth  of  Lake  Ontario,  namely,  the  Onan- 
dagas,  Tufcarora,  Oneldas,  Cayugas,  Seneca,  and  Mohawks.  The  Oneida 
nation  excepted,  which,  northwards  from  New  York,  {lill  inhabits  the 
banks  of  the  lake  that  bears  their  name,  all  the  other  tribes  have  been 
gradually  expatriated,  and  have  decreafcd  in  number  ;  every  nation  is  now 
divided  into  different  branches  ;  the  families  arc  difperfed  abroad,  and" 
whifky  is  rapidly  thinning  the  number  of  thofe  which  yet  remain.  A 
few  years  more,  and  thefe  nations  will  difappear  from  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  as  civilized  people  approach  ! 

Near  the  Genefi^ee,  on  this  fide  of  that  river,  and  about  five  miles  below 
the  villages  before- mentioned,  {lands  another  village  belonging  to  Indians 
of  the  Oneida  nation.  The  men  arc  here  lefs  {lothful  than  among  the 
Seneca- Indians  ;  they  are  alfo  tolerably  ingenious  and  expert.  It  {liould 
be  recorded  highly  to  their  honour,  that  the  Indians,  of  whatever  tribe  or 
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notion,  are  in  general  mild  and  peaceful,  kindly  officious  in  little  fcrviccs 
to  the  whites,  and,  on  the  whole,  excellent  neighbours,  1  for  my  part 
am  pretty  well  allured,  that,  in  all  the  numerous  quarrels,  which  have 
taken  place  between  the  different  colonifts  and  the  Indians,  on  the  con- 
fines of  the  United  States,  in  ninety-nine  inftances  out  of  a  hundred  the 
former  have  been  the  aggreffors  ;  they  are  weak,  and  they  are  oppreffed. 

In  Mountmorris  Mr.  Morris  pofleflcs  a  farm  of  about  fixty  acres,  the 
management  of  which  he  leaves  entirely  to  an  Irifhman,  who  arrived 
here  about  two  years  ago,  from  New  England.  The  wheat,  r)x,  and  In- 
dian corn  are  certainly  excellent ;  but  the  account  this  man  gave  us  of 
the  nature  and  quality  of  the  foil  does  not  correfpond  with  Captain  Wat- 
worth's  ftatement.  It  yields,  he  fays,  only  twenty-five  bufhels  of  wheat 
per  acre ;  and  as  this  perfon  is  not  concerned  in  the  felling  of  land,  I 
judge  his  report  to  be  much  more  deferving  of  credit,  than  the  Captain's. 
It  muft  be  allowed,  however,  that  the  land  here  is  uncommonly  produc- 
tive, that  the  flats  form  a  very  extenfive  trad:  of  ground,  and  that  they 
afford  a  fine  profpedl,  which  cannot  but  be  extremely  pleafing  even  to 
thofe,  who  have  not  been  cloyed,  as  we  were,  with  the  eternal  afped:  of 
forefts  and  woods,  Mr.  Morris,  it  fhould  feem,  had  eftablilhed  this  farm 
rather  with  an  intention  to  exercife  and  fecure  his  right  of  property,  than 
from  any  immediate  views  of  profitable  culture.  Its  prefent  occupier  en- 
joys the  produce  but  of  a  very  fmall  portion  of  this  vail  territory.  Neither 
his  habitation,  nor  his  effcablifhment  in  general,  impreifes  you  with  the 
idea  of  a  refpedable  farmer. 

Returning  from  our  excurfion,  we  paffed  through  Williamfburg,  the 
central  point  of  Captain  Williamfon's  fettlements  in  this  neighbourhood. 
It  is  a  village  confifting  of  about  twelve  houfes.  The  habitations  are  fald 
to  be  very  numerous  in  the  adjacent  country.  Williamfburg  is  feated  on 
the  point,  where  Canaferaga  creek  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  river  Ge- 
nefiee.  This  river,  as  well  as  the  creek,  which  on  our  excurfion  we  were 
feveral  times  obliged  to  ford,  are  fo  clofoly  hemmed  in,  that  frequently 
it  is  very  diffi.cult  to  fcale  their  banks.     The  courfe  of  the  river  Geneifee 
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is  rapid,  and  full   of  windings,  its   water  alfo  is  generally  muddy,   and 
bad. 

Three  miles  from  Captain  Watworth's  habitation,  a  Frenchman,  for- 
merly an  inhabitant  of  St,  Domingo,  refidcs,  with  his  mulatto,  on  an 
eftate  of  about  twenty  acres,  and  in  a  houfe  only  twelve  feet  fquarc, 
w^hich  he  conllrud:ed  himfelf,  with  the  affiitance  of  his  faithful  fervant. 
This  Frenchman  is  named  De  Boui,  and  is  a  native  of  Alface.  A  quar- 
rel with  a  gentleman  of  confequencc  in  his  province,  whom  he  accufed 
of  having  defrauded  him  of  an  inheritance,  and  a  duel  that  enfucd,  in 
which  he  wounded  his  antagonift,  who  was  much  older  than  himfelf, 
compelled  him,  in  the  prime  of  youth,  to  quit  his  native  country,  from 
the  dread  of  a  "  letlre  de  cachetT  The  firft  flep,  which  he  took  after  this, 
was  to  enlift,  as  a  private,  in  the  regiment,  which  bears  the  name  of  the 
Cape  ;  and  in  this  fituation  he  foon  evinced  by  his  condu6t,  that  he  had. 
received  a  liberal  education.  He  next  obtained  his  difcharge  ;  and  as  he 
had  been  originally  defhined  for  the  profeffion  of  an  engineer,  his  attain- 
ments, which  were  very  refpedlable,  furnilhed  him  wdth  the  means  of 
rendering  himfelf  ufeful  to  the  colonifts.  By  degrees  he  rofe  to  the  {\Xxi-x- 
non  of  Grand  Foyer  (infpeftor  general  of  the  high-roads)  in  St.  Do- 
mingo :  he  moreover  cultivated  a  plantation,  bequeathed  to  him  by  a 
friend.  He  now  poffefled  a  good  income,  and  had  a  fine  profpedl  of  ac- 
quiring a  very  handfome  property,  when  on  a  fudden  the  civil  diflcn- 
tions  at  the  Cape  broke  out.  Being  forced  to  quit  the  town,  he  retired 
to  America,  though  in  a  very  indifferent  plight,  v/ith  but  little  m.oncy, 
few  efFedts,  and  fome  bills  on  France.  From  motives  of  parfmiony,  he 
proceeded  to  Hartford,  Here  Colonel  Watworth,  commiferating  his 
■misfortunes,  and  his  diflreflcd  fituation,  made  him  an  offer,  that  he 
-Would  endeavour  to  negociate  his  bills,  in  which  he  fliould  probably  meet 
with  lefs  difficulties  than  an  emigrant  Frenchman  ;  he  at  the  lame 
time  made  Mr.  de  Boui  a  temporary  grant  of  a  certain  number  of  acres  on 
the  river  GenefTee,  engaging  to  fupply  him  with  the  necclfar\-  money  and 
vftores,  and  to  render  him  every  other  affiflance  in  his  power.     The  bills 
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were  to  ferve  as  a  fecurity  for  all  the  previous  difburfements.    Such  is  the 
outline  of  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  de  Boui. 

There  are  but  few  men,  I  fliould  fuppofe,  who  do  not  feel  themfelves 
agreeably  interefled  by  the  iight  of  a  countryman  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
world.  Unhappily  the  French  revolution  has  in  a  great  meafure  ftifled 
thefe  amiable,  natural  feelings.  If  two  Frenchmen  now  n:ieet,  they  are, 
in  general,  fo  foured  by  political  partialities,  that  they  feel  a  mutual  dif- 
truft,  if  not  averfion.  Thanks  to  heaven,  the  revolution  and  its  conco- 
mitant evils  have  not  yet  infpired  me  with  hatred  to  any  individuals,  much 
lefs  have  they  foured  my  feelings  to  mifanthropy.  This  is  a  comfort, 
which  I  highly  prize,  and  to  which,  even  in  my  prefent  Situation,  I  am  in- 
debted for  moments,  not  altogether  unaccompanied  with  pleafure.  I,  there- 
fore, fmcerely  i}^mpathifed  in  Mr.  dc  Boui's  misfortunes.  Mcff".  Blacons  and 
Dupetitthouars  became  acquainted  with  him  laft  year.  Blacons  was  de- 
puted by  the  reft  of  us  to  inform  this  hermit,  a  name,  which  he  deferves  as 
well  as  any  man  living,  of  our  intention  to  dine  with  him  that  day.  De 
Blacons'  vifit,  and  our  arrival,  afforded  him  mixch  pleafure  and  fatisfacSion, 
The  fight  of  his  countrymen  was  the  more  agreeable  to  him,  as  from  a 
peevifhnefs  of  temper,  either  contrafted  by  prior  misfortunes,  or  becaufe 
he  has  been  a6tually  ill  ufed,  he  is  highly  diffatisfied  with  the  Americans. 
He  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  pofleffed  of  a  found  undcrftanding,  aiid  en- 
tertaining in  his  manners  and  converfation.  From  the  natural  geaerofity 
of  his  own  mind,  his  difguft  at  the  felfiflmefs  of  others,  and  his  overr 
nice  feelings,  he  is  a  perfedl  mifanthrope  ;  a  conftant  gloom  hangs  upon 
his  fpirits.  He  fpeaks  of  Americans  with  a  bitternefs,  v/hich  can  hardly 
be  juftified  when  applied  to  individuals,  but  evidently  degenerates  into  pre- 
judice and  injuftice  when  applied  to  the  nation  at  large.  He  lives  here, 
fequeftered  from  all  the  world,  or  at  leaft  with  no  other  company,  but 
that  of  his  mulatto  Jofeph  ;  who  has  never  left  him,  and  is  indeed  his 
friend,  rather  than  his  fervant.  Jofeph  a6l:s  in  the  different  capacities  of 
cook,  gardener,  and  hufbandman,  for  Mr.  de  Boui  fows  one  or  two  acres 
in  the  flats  with  Indian  corn,  half  the  produce  of  which  he  allows  the 
proprietor;  he  takes  care  of  the  fowls  and  pigs,  and  works  at  times  for 
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the  neighbours,  that  they  may,  in  return,  lend  their  oxen  occafionally  to 
his  mailer,  and  fupply  him  with  eggs,  milk,  and  other  fuch  like  articles, 
which,  though  trifles  in  themfelves,  are  of  no  fmall  value  in  this  folitade. 
Jofeph  always  appears  bufy  and  cheerful :  he  is,  in  fact,  a  rare  and  at- 
feding  inflance  of  the  moft  faithful  attachment  to  his  mafter,  who,  in 
return,  fets  a  high  and  juft  value  on  this  refpeftable  fervant,  without 
whofe  affiftance  and  fupport  his  philofophy  would  be  of  little  avail.  Mr. 
de  Boui  is  a  man  of  extenfive  reading,  but  the  morofity  of  his  tem- 
per frequently  diftorts  his  ideas.  He  hates  mankind,  and  therefore  is 
conftantly  fuUen  and  wretched. 

Dupetitthouars,  who  rejoined  us  there,  and  myfelf,  flopped  the  night  at 
the  habitation  of  this  worthy  gentleman,  becaufe  he  feemed  to  vvilh  it, 
Meff.  Guillemard  and  Blacons,  however,  took  up  their  night- quarters  in 
Canawaga,  with  a  view  to  get  every  thing  ready  for  our  journey  to  Fort 
Erie.  We  pa-ffed  the  afternoon  and  next  morning  in  converfation  with 
■our  hoft,  and  in  taking  httle  walks,  efpecially  to  a  fmall  Indian  village 
already  mentioned,  with  which  De  Boui  holds  a  frequent  intercourfe  ot 
civilities,  fervices,  and  trade,  and  w^here  at  times,  wiien  there  is  a  prefs  of 
bufincfs  on  his  hands,  he  alfo  hires  labourers  to  weed  his  garden  :  thefc 
are  women,  whom  he  pays  at  the  rate  of  three  fliiliings  a  day.  We  lett 
him,  not  without  a  high  fenfc  of  gratitude  for  the  kind  and  friendly  re- 
ception we  had  met  with,  nor  did  he  feem  altogether  infenfiblc  to  a  degree 
■of  fatisfa^ion  afforded  by  our  company.  He  may  perhaps  prove,  ere 
long,  a  very  vahiable  accefTion  to  the  fcttlement  at  Afylum. — May  he  li\e 
there,  if  not  happy,  at  leail  content ;  but  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  that 
the  peevifhncfs  of  temper,  which  this  unfortunate  man  has  contratlcd, 
will  dry  up  every  fource  of  promifcd  happinefs  and  comfort,  which  this 
world  might  }et  afford  ! 

TueJ'day,  the  \()th  of  June. 

The  road  from  Ontario  to  Canawaga   is   a  good  one  for  this  country. 
As  ufual,  it  leads  through  the  midft  of  woods.     Within  a  fpace  of  twelve 
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miles  we  iaw  only  one  habitation.  In  this  journey  we  difcovered  two  In- 
dians lying  under  a  tree ;  though  we  had  already  feen  a  confiderable  number 
^of  them,  yet  this  meeting  had  for  us  all  the  attraction  of  novelty,  as  we 
found  them  in  a  ftatc  of  intoxication,  which  fcarcely  manifefted  the  leaft 
lymptom  of  life.  One  wore  round  his  neck  a  long  and  heaiy  iilver  chain, 
from  which  a  large  medallion  of  the  fame  metal  was  fufpended,  on  one 
fide  whereof  was  the  image  of  George  Wafliington,  and  on  the  other 
the  motto  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth — nee  plur'ihns  inipar,  with  a  figure  of 
the  fun,  which  was  ufually  difplayed  with  it  in  the  French  arms.  This 
Indian  was,  no  doubt,  the  chieftain  of  a  tribe  ;  we  were,  however,  obliged 
to  leave  his  excellency  in  a  ditch,  out  of  which  we  made  repeated  efforts 
to  drag  him,  but  in  vain. 

Canawaga  is  a  fmall  town ;  Mr.  Morris  is  the  proprietor  of  the  lands, 
which  he  holds  on  the  fame  condition  of  procuring  their  ceffion  from 
the  Indians,  as  he  does  all  the  other  lands  already  mentioned.  The  price 
of  land  here,  which  at  firft  was  one  fliilling  and  lix  pence  per  acre,  foon 
rofe  to  three  fliillings,  and,  by  degrees,  has  been  fo  enhan^ced,  that  fmgle 
acres,  near  the  town,  were  lately  fold  for  eight  dollars.  The  habitations 
here  are  yet  but  few,  but  among  them  is  one  of  the  beft  inns  we 
have  feen  for  fome  time  paft.  Mr.  Berry  keeps  it ;  a  good,  civil  ' 
man,  but  conftantly  inebriated.  In  common  with  federal  other  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  he  has  bought  land  from  the  Indians,  regard- 
lefs  of  the  prior  right  of  purchafe,  vefted  in  Mr.  Morris  by  the  ftate 
of  Mallachufetts.  Without  any  wifh  to  vindicate  this  prior  right,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  confidered  v/ith  refpedl  to  the  Indians,  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  foil,  is  an  ad:  of  flagrant  injuflice,  I  cannot  help  obferv- 
ing,  that  this  right,  founded  as  it  is  on  the  laws  of  the  land,  cannot  be 
infringed  by  private  individuals,  without  expofmg  themfelves  to  the 
hazard  of  being  difpoffefled,  and  that  in  fhrift  jiiftice,  of  the  lands,  pur- 
chafed  in  violation  of  this  right.  The  perfons  here  alluded  to,  who  have 
bought  land  from  the  Indians,  are  perfedlly  aware  of  the  flippery  ground 
on  which  they  fland ;  but  hope,  that  as  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Morris  are  rather 
in  a  ftate  of  derangement,  he  will  not  be  able  to  make  good  his  purchafe 
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of  the  lands  from  the  Indians  ;  hence  they  are  led  to  conclude,  that  the 
contraft,  by  which  he  has  transferred  his  right  to  the  Dutch  company, 
muft  eventually  become  void. 

This  whole  track  of  land  is,  as  yet,  fo  thin  of  inhabitants,  that  we 
could  not  come  at  a  right  eftimate  of  the  price  of  provifion,  labourers' 
wages,  &c.  Both  labourers  and  provifion  are  equally  fcarce ;  and  the 
prices  arc,  I  prefume,  not  much  different  from  thofc  in  the  diftricts  1 
mentioned  laft.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  Indians  occafions  a  frequent 
intercourfe  with  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  buying  game,  fifli,  &c.  and 
though  they  are  no  ftrangers  to  the  value  of  money,  and  appear  fond  of 
it,  yet  fcarcely  any  bufniefs  is  tranfa<fled  with  them,  imlefs  in  the  way  of 
barter^  Whifky  is  their  chief  objedl ;  but  old  clothes,  hats,  knives,  look- 
Ing-glafles,  paints,  &c.  in  lliort,  almoft  every  commodity,  the  rcfufe  of 
European  markets,  will  do  for  them  ;  and  it  inay  be  advanced  as  a  moral 
certainty,  that  the  white  people  can  hardly  become  lofers  in  this  traffic. 
The  Indians,  indeed,  to  fpcak  a  well  known  truth,  are  conflantly  cheated  ; 
their  ignorance  lays  them  open  to  fraud,  and  it  is  taken  advantage  of  al- 
moft  ninety-nine  times  in  a  hundred,  by  thofe  who  ha^  e  dealings  with 
them. 

Before  I  quit  this  coimtry,  which  is  more  or  lefs  inhabited  by  fLibjefts 
of  the  United  States,  I  fliall  prefent  the  reader  with  a  few  general  obfer- 
v  ations  on  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  which  may  ferve  as  a  fupplement 
to  thofe  I  made  on  my  arrival  at  Northumberland.  Since  that  time  wc 
have  traverfed  a  country  altogether  new  :  the  various  fettlements,  which 
lie  more  or  lefs  clofely  together,  and  are  occupied  by  colonifts  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  afford  nothing  particularly  worthy  of  obfervation. 
It  feems  to  be  the  chief  obje6l  of  the  inhabitants  ol  this  new  country,  to 
raife  the  price  of  their  labour  as  high  as  poffible,  and  then  to  fpend  their 
earnings  in  unncceffary  trifles,  as  faft  as  they  can.  From  this  pre^'ailing 
humour  we  may  readily  account  for  the  flouriflimg  condition  of  the  fhops, 
or  ftores,  as  they  arc  called.  A  labourer  or  his  family  goes  to  a  fhop, 
to  lay  out  fix-pence  in  ribbands,  or  two-pence  in  tobacco.  Perhaps  the}- 
have  four  dollars  ia  their  pockets,  and  with  thefc,  fuch  is  the  rage 
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for  fliop  commodities,  they  purchafe  articles,  which,  on  entering  the 
fhop,  they  never  intended  to  buy,  and  for  which  they  have  no 
]-eal  occafion.  Sometimes  they  purchafe  on  credit  ;  and  the  (liop- 
keeper,  who  clears,  at  leaft,  one  hundred  per  cent,  has  generally  no 
objection  to  felling  upon  thefe  terms  to  perfons  who  are  houfekeepers  ia 
the  neighbourhood,  or  who  work  there  for  any  length  of  time.  The 
difburfements  of  thofe,  who,  in  this  new  country,  undertake  to  clear 
large  tracks  of  ground,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep  a  ftore,  are,  there- 
fore inconfiderable,  efpecially  in  regard  to  labourers'  wages,  as  the 
money  cleared  in  the  fliop  quickly  brings  back  all  that  is  expended  in 
labour  for  days,  weeks,  and  months  together.  The  ftorekeepers  too 
frequently  take  advantage  of  the  credulity,  eafinefs  of  temper,  and  ig- 
norance of  the  half-favage  fort  of  people,  who  inhabit  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  and  thefe  in  return  abufe  the  credulity,  eafinefs,  and  ignorance 
of  the  poor  Indians.  In  fa£t  the  condu6l  of  mankind  at  large  is  in 
general  nothing  more  than  a  chain  of  frauds  and  impofitions,  only 
fomewhat  lefs  barefaced  than  thofe  of  the  florekeepers  in  the  new 
American  dominions. 

I  (hall  add  a  word  or  two  on  the  methods  pra6lifed  by  them  in  the 
management  of  thefe  new  fettlements.  When  a  family  have  come  to 
a  refolution  to  fettle  in  this  country,  the  hufband,  the  latter  end 
offummer,  repairs  to  the  fpot  where  the  fettlement  is  to  be  made. 
The  firft  thing  he  does  is  to  cut  down  the  fmall  trees  on  one  or  two 
acres ;  he  next  barks  the  larger  trees,  and  then  fows  a  little  rye  or 
wheat.  Of  the  wood  he  has  felled,  he  conftrufts  a  fmall  houfe,  and 
makes  fuitable  fences  around  it  ;  a  labour,  which  may  be  performed  in 
about  a  month's  time.  He  then  returns  to  his  former  habitation  ;  and, 
at  the  beginning  of  fpring,  he  brings  his  family  and  the  bell  of  his 
cattle  to  the  new  fettlement.  His  cows  coft  him  little,  being  turned 
into  the  woods  to  graze:  he  then  finifhes  his  houfe,  plants  pota- 
toes, fows  Indian  corn,  and  thus  is  enabled  to  provide  for  the  firfl 
year's  maintenance.     While   thus   employed,    he  is  at  the  fame  time 
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clearing  more  ground,  burning  the  trees  he  has  already  felled,  and,  as  far 
as  may  be,  even  thofe  which  he  has  barked.  By  this  procefs  the  roots  of 
the  bufhes  are  in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed  ;  yet  they  require  to  be 
more  carefully  grubbed  out  of  land,  which  is  to  be  thoroughly  cleared. 
The  afhes  afford  a  very  uleful  manure,  and,   in  the  opinion  of  the  beft 
judges,  are  employed  this  way  to  much  greater  advantage,   than  when 
converted  into  pot-afh,  the  making  of  which  is,  with  the  new  fettlers, 
merely  the  refult  of  ncceflity  ;   for  if  a  faw-mill  be  at  hand,    the   large 
trees  can  be  conveyed   thither   by  oxen.     Thus,    within   the   fpace   of 
twelve  months,   a  man  may  clear  fifteen  acres  ;  and   few   families   cul- 
tivate  more  than  thirty.     The    barked  trees   are    left   ffanding   for   a 
longer  or  fhorter  time,  according  to  circumftances,  viz.  the  fpecies  of 
the  tree,    the  nature  of  the  foil,   and  the  degree  of  the  wetnefs  of  the 
leafon.     The  hemlock-fir  will  fland  eight  or  nine  years,    the  oak   four 
or  five,  the  maple  three  or  four,  and   trees,  all  the  branches  of  which 
have  been   burnt  off,   feldom  fall  before  this  time.     The  flumps  of  the 
felled  trees,   generally  two  or  three  feet  high  above  the  ground,  hardly 
rot  fooner  than  the   barked  trees,   which    have    been   left  landing  on 
the  lands.     The   dwellings   of  new  fettlers  are  commonly  at    firft  Jet 
■up  in  a   very  flight  manner  ;  they  confifl  of  huts,  the  roofs  and  walls 
of  which  are  made   of  bark,   and  in    which   the    hufLand,    wife,    and 
children    pafs  the  winter,   wrapped    up  In    blankets.     They   alfo    fre- 
quently conftruft  houfes  of  trees  laid  upon  each  other;   the   interftices 
of  which  are  either  filled   up   with   loam,   or   left   open,  accordino-  as 
there   is   more  or  lefs  time   to    fill    them   up.     In  fuch   buildings    as 
have  attained  to  fome  degree  of  perfection,  there  is  a  chimney  of  brick 
or  clay  ;   but  very  often  there   is  only   an  aperture  in  the  roof  to  let 
out  the  fmoke,   and  the  fire  is  made  and  replenifhed  with    the   trunks 
of  trees.  At  a  little  diflance  from  the  houfe  flands  a  fmall  oven,    built 
fometimes  of  brick,  but  more  frequently  of  clay,  and   a  little   farther 
off  appears  a  fmall  fhed,  like  a  fentry-box,   which  is  the  neccffary,    or 
privy. 
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Salt  poik  and  beef  are  the  ufual  food  of  the  new  fettlers  ;  their  drink 
is  water  and  whilky,  yet  there  are  few  families  unprovided  with  coffee 
a-nd  chocolate.. 

We  fhould  not  omit  to  obferve,  that  the  axe,  of  which  the  Americans 
make  ufe  for  felling  trees,  has  a  fhorter  handle  than  that  of  European 
wood-cutters.  Not  only  the  i.\mericans,  but  Irifli  and  German  workmen 
have  affured  me,  that  they  can  do  more  work  with  this  fhort  handled 
axe,  than  with  the  European.  The  blade  likewife  is  not  fo  laro-e  as  that 
of  the  latter.  Moft  of  thefe  axes  are  made  in  America,  but  confider- 
able  numbers  are  alfo  imported  from  Germany, 

Though  fome  or  mofl  of  the  particulars  above  detailed  may  be  found 
m  works,  which  treat  of  the  inland  or  back  parts  of  America,  yet  I 
judge  them  not  unworthy  of  a  place  in.  this  journal.. 

Refpedling  the  tenets  or  obfervances  of  religion,  it  (liould  feem  that: 
little  room  is  left  for  a  due  attention  to  either,  among  the  inhabitants 
ef  Pennfylvania  and  other  parts  of  Geneflee.  In  the  towns-,  as  well  as 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  that  are  in  any  degree  populous,  there  arc, 
indeed,  every  where  places  appropriated  to  religious  worfhip  ;  but,  un^ 
kfs  I  am.  greatly  miftaken,  religion  is  generally  confidered  rather  as  a 
political  engine  than  a  way  to  falvation.  In  the  new  fettlements  you 
meet  frequently  with  religious  books,  but  they  contain  the  peculiar  ef- 
fufions  of  different  fefts,  rather  than  the  fimple  morality  of  fcriptural 
religion.  Prayer-books,  with  other  devotional  exerciies  of  that  defcrip- 
tion,  are  chiefly  found  among  the  rigid  Methodifts,  or  fanatic  Scotch 
Preibyterians.  Yet  the  bitternefs  and  fanaticifm  of  thefe  fefts  are 
rapidly  wearing  away  in  thefe  forefts.  Chiefly  taken  up  with  clear- 
ing the  ground,  and  anticipating,  in  imagination  the  beneficial  refults. 
of  their  labour,  they  foon  forget  all  other  concerns. 

The  colonifls,  who  arrive  from  New  England,  are,,  upon  the 
whole,  more  religious  than  any  of  the  other  inhabitants.  They  make 
3  point  of  building  churches,  and  providing  preachers,,  as  foon  as 
circumftances  enable  them  to  do  fo.     Moft  of  thefe  relisionifls  fettle  in 
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the  Upper  di(lri£l  of  Geneflee,  and  fpeak  with  contempt  of  the  fettle- 
nients  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tioga,  where 
the  inhabitants,  far  from  having  places  of  worfliip,  fcarcely  ever  men- 
tion the  name  of  God.  At  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the 
planters,  who  come' from  New  England,  are  purer  in  their  morals  than 
any  of  the  reft;  and  that  they  are  not  only  remarkably  induftrious, 
but  alfo  the  moft  expert  agriculturifts  and  workmen. 

As  to  the  fertility  of  the  country  in  natural  produ£lions,  it  is 
very  great  indeed.  In  many  parts,  the  trees  are  of  a  prodigious 
fize  and  thicknefs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  largefl  trees  feldom 
ftrike  their  roots  deeper  than  about  four  or  five  inches  into  the 
ground  ;  this  was  at  leaft  the  cafe  with  all  thofe  which  had  been  over- 
turned  by  the  winds,  and  lay  near  the  road.  The  thickets  are  frequently 
fo  clofe,  that,  for  fcveral  miles  together,  they  bear  the  appearance  of 
one  larcre  tree,  under  which  grafs  is  growin^r  in  thick  tufts  and 
clufters.  Fern,  a  fight  rare  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  is 
very  frequently  in  the  back  fettlements.  Shrubs  of  every  defcription, 
and  flovv'ers  of  various  forms  and  hues  adorn  the  woods  and  pleafe  the 
eye  with  their  beautiful  appearance,  but  do  not  fo  much  regale  the  tra- 
veller with  their  fragrance.  They  more  or  lels  relemble  European 
plants  ;  but  are  in  general  of  different  fpecies. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  infefts  and  flies  feen  here,  which  alone 
would  furnifli  abundant  matter  of  enquiry  for  the  curious  naturalifl:, 
luminous  worms  are  fo  very  numerous,  as  frequently  to  difTufe  by 
night  a  brightnefs,  which  is  really  affonifhing. 

The  town  of  Canawaga  is  fituated  on  the  river  GenefTee,  the  courfe 
of  which  we  have  followed  without  deviation  ever  fuice  we  left  Ontario. 
By  the  Indians  this  river  is  called  Caflioufiagon.  We  much  regret, 
that  we  did  not  fee  the  three  falls  of  this  river,  which  are  but  half  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  diflant  from  each  other  ;  the  firft  is  one  hundred,  the 
fecond  thirty,  and  the  third  feventy  feet  high;  they  are  all  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  in  breadth.     This   river,  which  empties  itfelf  into 
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hzke  Ontario,  previoufly  forms  a  very  fmall  lake  of  uncommcn 
depth,  which  alfo  is  difcharged  into  Lake  Ontario  by  a  narrow  chan- 
nel, not  very  deep.  The  appearance  of  thefe  falls  is  faid  to  be  ex- 
tremely grand  and  beautiful ;  we  felt  a  ftrong  inclination  to  vifit  them  ; 
but  Mr.  Biacons  expreiling  an  earneft  defire  to  haften  his  return  to 
Afylum,  and  to  fee  the  Niagara,  we  facrificed  to  his  wiflies  our  own 
eariofity  with  refpcft  to  the  falls  of  the  river  Geneflee. 

Wednefday,   the  XT  th  of  June. 

After  remaining  half  a  day  at  Canawaga,  we  at  length  fet  out,- 
early  in  the  morning,  to  traverfe  the  defarts,  as  they  are  called.  The 
guide,  procured  by  Mr.  Chipping,  as  already  mentioned,  had  been 
waiting  for  us  two  days.  This  man,  a  native  of  Canada,  who,  accord- 
ing to  falfe  reports,  had  adopted  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Indi- 
ans, from  love  for  zfqua'jo  (the  term  for  an  Indian  woman)  of  whom  he 
was  exceffivelyfond,  did  not,  on  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  him,  anfwer 
any  of  the  romantic,  or  at  leaft  extraordinary  ideas,  v'e  had  been  led  to 
form  of  him.  During  the  American  war,  he  had  ferved  for  fome  time 
in  an  Englifli  regiment  in  Canada  ;  but  having  found  an  opportunity  to 
defert,  he  fettled  in  the  American  dominions  on  the  banks  of  the  Ge- 
neflee. He  has  been  enabled  to  fave  a  little  money  by  means  of  a  fmall 
trade,  which  he  carried  on,  and  efpecially  by  felling  whilky  to  the  In- 
dians ;  after  this  he  became  acquainted  with  an  Indian  girl,  tolerably 
handfome,  whom  he  married,  after  (he  had  borne  him  feveral  children  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  declared  her  his  wife  in  the  Indian  manner;  an  obli- 
gation, however,  which  binds  him  no  longer  than  he  himfelf  choofes- 
According  to  his  own  account,  he  poflefTes  a  fmall  eftate  in  the  difl:ri£l 
of  Geneflee,  and  another  much  larger  in  Tonowante  (an  Indian  village 
equally  difliant  from  Niagara  and  Canawaga),  which  Pondrit  (our 
guide)  purchafed  of  the  Indians  for  fome  gallons  of  whilky,  and  which 
he  can  enlarge,  at  pleafure,  as  every  one  there  is  at  liberty  to  appropri- 
ate to  hirafelf  any  quantity  of  land  he  thinks  proper.     This  man,  as  far 
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as  we  could  judge,  appears  to  have  fettled  among  the  Indians  from 
motives  not  the  moft  praife-worthy,  viz.  lazinefs  and  indolence  ;  he 
Avould  rather,  it  feems,  let  his  wife  work,  than  do  fo  himfelf,  gain 
money  without  care  or  toil,  and  by  his  fuperior  knowledge  overreach 
the  Indians  in  the  fmall  trade  he  carries  on  with  them.  In  other  re- 
fpefts  he  is  a  free,  jovial  fellow  enough,  proud,  good-humoured,  art- 
ful under  the  appearance  of  aukwardnefs  ;  and  in  brief,  not  a  little  like 
many  of  the  French  peafants,  who,  after  having  ferved  fome  time  in 
a  regiment,  return  to  their  native  village  with  a  tolerable  ftock  of  felf- 
coniidence  and  alTurance,  which,  if  not  blended  with  a  due  regard  to 
confcience  and  morals,  frequently  degenerates  into  impudence,  and 
lometJmes  draws  them  in  the  end,  into  a  licentious  and  reftlefs  way  of 
life.  Under  the  guidance  of  this  Pondrit,  who,  by  the  by,  was  not  even 
drefled  as  an  Indian,  we  fet  out  on  our  journey.  He  led  a  horfe  that 
belonged  to  him,  and  was  loaded  with  our  llores,  which  Indian  guides 
generally  trudge  with  on  their  backs. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Canawaga,  ftands  a  fmall  village  ot 
the  Seneca  Indians,  through  which  we  paffed,  confifting  of  only  three 
or  four  houfes.  We  found  there  ao;ain  a  handfome  vouns:  man,  who 
had  vifited  us  the  night  before  in  Canawaga.  It  was  obfervable,  that 
thefe  Indians  fhewed  a  flrong  attachment  to  us  as  Frenchmen,  repeat- 
edly alluring  us,  that  the  remembrance  of  our  nation  was  peculiarlv 
dear  to  them  ;  we  in  return  regaled  them  plentifully  with  rum.  The 
young  man,  who  was  more  intoxicated  than  his  comrades,  was 
feized  every  now  and  then  with  fits  of  madnefs,  which  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  himfelf  or  thofe  about  him,  but  for  tlie  careful  attend- 
ance of  a  young  fquaw,  who,  partly  by  menaces,  and  partly  by  carefTes, 
got  him  out  of  the  inn,  caufed  his  arms  to  be  tied  by  his  comrades, 
and  carried  him  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  where,  lefs  difturbed,  fhe 
continued  her  attendance,  until  (he  had  foothed  his  rage,  though  he 
was  not  perfeiSlly  reftored  to  his  fenfes.  An  Indian  wafhed  the  face 
and  head  of  his  inebriated  comrade,  by  fpouting  water  up<in  him,  which 

he 
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he  took  Into  his  mouth,  and  at  the  fame  time  by  rubbing  him  with  his 
hand.     The  intoxicated  young  man,  though  not  quite   fober,  was   at 
length,  however,  fo  far  recovered,  as  to  be  fet  on  his  legs.     A   boat 
was  waiting  to  carry  him  acrofs  the  river,  when,  on  a  fudden,  he  broke 
from  the  hands  of  his  attendants,  and  precipitated  himfelf  with   great 
violence  into  the  river.     A  moment  after  he  came  up  again,  and  we 
faw   him   fwimming  towards    the   oppofite  bank.     The  indefatigable 
young  woman  then  fprang  alone   into  the  boat,  and  rowed  up  to  her 
charge,  overtook  him,  and  feized  his  hand  to  make  him  ftep  into  the 
boat.     But  he  would  not  enter,  but  dived  again,  rifiug  up  in  different 
places  ;  fo  that  to  all  appearance  he  was  in  no  little  danger,  confidering 
the  ftate   he  was  in,  of  being  drowned.     The  young  fquaw  followed 
him  with  her  boat,  called  on  him  feveral  times  very  kindly,  did  not 
ceafe  a  moment  to  follow  him,  with  her  eyes  conftantly  fixed  on  him, 
or  on  the  fpot  where  flie  thought  he  was  likely  to  appear  again  ;  for  he 
was  as  frequently  under  as  above  water.     At  laft  (he  grafped  him  again, 
and  fo  tenacioufly  as  to  retain  her  hold.     This  impreffivc  fcene  lafted 
about  two  hours,  during  which  time  the  uneafinefs,  care,   and  endear- 
ments of  the  young  woman,  were  inceffantly  manifefted,  and  infpired 
us  with  mingled  emotions  of  furprife,  admiration,  and   efteem.     She 
was  tolerably  handfome,  and  a  fifter  of  the  young  man.     It  is  hardly 
poflible  to  fhew  more  fympathy,  or  morefincere,  tender,  and  unwearied 
affection,  than  was  evinced  by  this  poor  fquaw,  as  long  as  her  intoxi- 
cated brother  was  in  danger  ;  and  all  this  too  in  a  manner  fo  fweet  and 
engaging,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  poffibly  to  do.     This  fcene 
imprinted  in  ftill  deeper  characters  on  my  mind  the  idea,   which  I 
haveconflantly  entertained,  of  the  great  fuperiority  of  women  above 
men  in  every  thing,  relative  to  affe6lions  of  every  fort.     He,    who 
■never  experienced  the  friendship   of  a  woman,    knows   not   half  the 
charms  and  delights  of  friendship.     Men,   undoubtedly,   are  capable  of 
making  great  facrifices,   which  I  certainly  (hould  be  the  lafl  to  dif- 
own ;    indebted   as   I   am  for    the    prefervation    of    my   life,    to  the 
generous  and  ardent  attachment  of  two  friends.     May  they,  fmce  a 
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more  explicit  teftimony  of  my  gratitude  might  perhaps  endanger  their 
liifety  and  welfare,  recognize  in  thefe  lines  the  grateful  fentiments, 
which  fill  my  bofom,  and  which  fliali  not  ceafe  but  with  my  exiflence, 
though  I  fhould  never  have  the  happincfs  of  perfonally  expreffing  to 
them  the  tribute  of  my  thanks.  But  while  a  woman  is  capable  of  the 
fame  attachment  and  facrifices,  while  a  female  friend  will  chearfullj 
meet  the  fame  dangers  as  men,  fiie  poflefles  befides  the  art  of  embelliih- 
ing  and  brightening  the  faddefi:  moments  of  our  life,  by  unutterable 
fweetnefs  of  temper,  conftant  care,  and  unwearied  attendance  on  her 
friend  ;  fhe  can  fympathize  in  his  fufFerings,  mingle  with  his  pleafures, 
and  comprehend  and  divine  all  his  projedls  ;  fhe  can  pour  balm  on  his 
wounded  fenfibility,  ralfe  his  deje£led  fpirits,  unburden  him  of  the  load 
of  forrow,  and  thus  reconcile  him  to  himfelf.  Well  can  (he  foften  the 
harfhnefs  of  advice,  which  fhe  has  the  courage  to  offer  at  a  feafonabls 
interval,  and  can  infpire  a  boundlefs  confidence,  without  creating  pain, 
or  caufing  exertion.  She  bids  defiance  to  obftacles,  is  difcouraged  by 
no  accidents,  not  even  by  abfence  itfelf.  In  fhort,  female  friendfhip 
is  a  divine  feeling,  and  the  fweetefl  charm  and  comforter  of  life  r 
when  deprived  of  it  by  misfortune,  the  bare  remembrance  of  it  will 
ftill  afford  us  moments  of  refined  pleafure^ 

A  journey  through  uninterrupted  forells  offers  but  little  matter 
either  for  fpeculation  or  remark.  The  woods  are,  in  general,  not 
clofe,  but  ftand  on  a  fruitful  foil.  A  foot-path,  tolerably  good,  upon 
the  whole,  but  in  fome  places  very  miry,  winds  through  them  over 
a  level  ground,  that  rifes  but  feldom  into  gentle  fwells.  After  a 
ride  of  tv/elve  hours,  in  which  v/e  crofTed  feveral  large  creeks,  we 
arrived  at  the  Plain,  where  we  determined  to  take  up  our  lodg- 
ings for  the  night.  Big  Plain  is  about  thirty-eight  miles  diftant  from 
Canawaga.  We  breakfafled  at  Buttermilk  Fall,,  and  dined  on  the 
bank  of  the  creek  of  Tanawago,  which  is,  feveral  times,  either  ap- 
proached or  crolTed,  in  this  line  of  travelling.  For  both  thefe  meals 
our  appetites  were  fo  keen,  that  we,  perhaps,  never  ate  any  thing  with 
a  better  relifh.     But,  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  our  fupper.    The  ma- 
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rangouins,  of  which  we  had  heard  fuch  frightful  accounts,  hut  from 
which  we  had  hitherto  fuffered  but  little,  began  now  to  torment  us. 
We  were  near  a  brook,  for  it  is  ncceffary  to  keep  within  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  water,  if  between  arrival  and  departure  it  is  intended  to 
breakfaft,  fup,  and  water  the  horfes.  The  fire  and  tobacco  fmoke 
were  not  fufficient  to  keep  off  the  offeniive  fwarms  of  marangouins, 
mufquitoes,  wafps  and  gnats ;  nor  did  the  veils  of  gauze,  provided  by 
Mr.  Guillemard,  fhelter  us  from  their  pungent  ftings.  Thefe  innu- 
merable fmall  blood-fucking  infefts  are  a  very  great  annoyance,  and 
though  killed  by  thoufands,  they  feem  to  encreafe  in  proportion  as  they 
are  deftroyed.  It  is  indeed  impoffible  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
torment  and  trouble  they  occafion,  without  having  felt  it. 

Two  Americans,  who  arrived  from  Buffalo  Creek,  with  two 
horfes,  loaded  with  furs,  fhared  our  fire  and  our  moleffation,  but  not 
our  fufferings.  The  next  day  (Thurfday)  at  four  o'clock  in  the. 
morning,  the  Americans  having  found  their  horfes,  proceeded  on 
their  journey  ;  while  our  horfes,  which,  in  fpite  of  our  entreaties, 
Mr.  Guillemard's  fervant  had  not  coupled,  were  not  to  be  found, 
having  run  back  part  of  the  way  we  came.  It  happened,  however, 
very  fortunately,  that  a  bell,  which  I  had  faftened  to  my  horfe,  hav- 
ing in  the  night  indicated  to  our  guide  the  courfe  they  purfued,  he 
traced  them  before  the  break  of  day,  overtook  them  at  a  dillance  of 
fifteen  miles,  and  brought  them  back  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. His  uncommon  zeal  to  ferve  ns,  joined  to  his  fuccefsful  alertnefs, 
iiifpired  us  with  as  much  admiration,  as  we  felt  pleafure,  to  fee  our 
horfes  fafe  returned. 

The  two  Americans,  who  left  us  in  the  morning,  belonged  to  Bof- 
ton  ;  they  make,  it  feems,  the  journey  to  Buffalo  Creek,  five  or  fix 
times  every  year,  to  barter  for  furs  with  the  Indians  ;  they  carry  on 
this  trade  jointly  with  three  or  four  other  fmall  companies ;  and  we 
learned  that,  on  the  whole  about  twenty  thoufand  dollars  are  annually 
<:irculated  in  this  way,  the  fhare  of  thefe  two  amounting  to  eighteen 
hundred  or  two  thoufand  dollars. 

Z  2  It 
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It  was  too  late  to  indulge  the  hope  of  reaching  Buffalo  Creek  before 
the  fall  of  night.  Our  journey  muft,  therefore,  take  us  up  two  days 
longer,  although  we  had  provifion  only  fufficient  for  one.  In  thefc 
circumftances  we  refolved  to  take  the  road  to  Tonowante,  the  re{i- 
dence  of  one  Pondrit,  which  determination,  though  it  occafioned  a 
circuit  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  yet  fecured  to  us  all  the  certain  ad- 
vantage of  obtaining  frefh  provifion,  which,  by  Pondrit's  account, 
was  in  great  abundance  in  that  place.  But  Pondrit  is  as  frivolous  a 
prattler  as  he  is  a  good  pedeflrian  ;  we  found  no  provifion,  nor  was 
there  the  leafl  profpeft  of  procuring  viands  of  any  fort  in  the  hut 
of  this  demi-Indian.  We  were  fain  to  be  content  with  a  little 
rum  and  two  wet  indigeftible  cakes  of  Indian  corn,  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Pondrit,  and  were,  moreover,  under  the  neceflity  of  waiting  a 
whole  hour  for  the  lady's  return,  who,  on  our  arrival  was  engaged  in 
cultivating  the  grounds  of  her  hufband.  Befides  this  wretched  repaft, 
we  got  a  little  Indian  corn  for  our  horfes.  Mr.  Guillemard,  whofe 
limbs  were  fwoln  in  confequence  of  the  ftings  of  the  mufquitoes,  fan- 
cied he  was  ill,  and  determined  to  remain  that  night  at  Tonowante. 
We  left  him  under  the  care  of  the  fquaw  Pondrit ;  and  Mr.  de  Blacons^ 
Dupetitthouars,  and  myfelf,  fet  out,  with  our  guide,  to  purfue  our 
journey. 

Tonowante,  which  we  have  jufl:  left,  confifts  of  fifteen  houfes  or 
wigwams,  built  on  the  zig-zag  windings  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name.. 
The  foil  is  marfiiy,  yet  good.  However  defirable  it  would  have  been,, 
to  (horten  our  next  day's  long  journey  by  proceeding  ten  miles  further 
this  night,  yet  the  remembrance,  and  the  ftill-exiiiing  fenfation  of  the 
mufquito-ftings  of  laft  night,  deterred  us  from  adopting  this  meafure,, 
and  we  halted,  therefore,  half  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  to  gain  the  ne- 
ceflTary  time  for  making  arrangements  more  likely  to  keep  thefe  in- 
fers off.  A  fmall  Indian  camp,  which  we  found  in  the  woods  near 
Small-fall,  was  chofen  for  our  night-quarters,  notwithfranding  dreadful 
fwarms  of  mufquitoes  and  fmall  flics,  perhaps  even  more  troublefome 
than  the  former,   were  buzzing  about  us.     We  furrounded  this  little 
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place  of  refuge,  to  the  windward,  with  fires,  which  we  kept  up  with 
dry  leaves  and  rotten  wood.  The  wind  driving  the  fmoke  through  our 
cannp,  the  mufquitoes  could  not  exifl:  there.  After  having  coupled 
our  horfes,  tied  them  to  trees  near  us,  and  thus  prevented  the  danger 
of  lofing  thena,  we  procured  fome  water,  made  a  mefs  of  a  few  cakes  of 
portable  foup,  which  we  had  remaining,  and  being  protefted  from  the 
attacks  of  our  enemies,  we  partook  of  our  cakes  and  remaining  ham 
with  great  fatisfaftion,  and  being  farther  comforted  by  a  few  fegars, 
we  pafTed  a  very  pleafing  night  ;  I,  on  my  part,  at  lead,  did  not 
awake  from  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  half  pafl:  three  in  the  morning, 
the  time  when  we  were  obliged  to  prepare  for  our  departure.  What 
an  excellent  remedy,  or,  at  leaf}:,  what  a  palliative  for  the  fufferings  of 
the  head  and  the  heart,  is  travelling.  Alternate  wearinefs  and  reft 
leave  no  room  for  any  train  of  ideas,  and  every  thing  confpires  to  ren- 
der us  as  happy  as  if  our  fufFerings  were  ended. 

Before  I  clofe  the  hiflory  of  the  day,  I  muft  obferve,  that  in  the 
morning  we  met  with  a  large  rattle-fnake,  on  our  way  to  Tonowante. 
She  was  awake,  bent  backwards,  and  her  head  ere£l ;  in  fhort,  fhe  was 
in  the  attitude,  in  which  thefe  reptiles  dart  to  bite.  Our  guide  noticed 
her  at  the  fmall  dlftance  of  two  paces,  and  Cartpuche  had  approached 
her  within  half  a  pace.  We  flopped  ;  I  called  my  dog.  The  afpedl  of 
our  horfes,  our  dogs  and  ourfelves,  who  furrounded  her  fo  clofely,  did 
not  diflurb  her  ;  and  Poadrit,  who  had  cut  a  ftick,  was  at  full  liberty 
to  choofe  the  fpot  where  he  would  apply  his  blow.  This  fnake  was  up- 
wards of  four  and  half  feet  in  length,  beautifully  black,  with  rings  of 
a  bright,  golden  yellow,  and  fixteen  rattles.  I  relate  this  trifling  in- 
cident, to  fhew  how  little  dangerous  thefe  animals  in  general  are,  the 
accounts  of  which,  in  Europe,  fo  greatly  alarm  all,  who  are  preparing 
tq  go  to  America..  We  continued  upwards  of  five  minutes  within  a 
fmaller  diftance  from  her  than  her  own  length..  The  doo-  almofl 
touched  her  ;  fhe  was  awake,  and  yet  fhewed  no  fort  of  malignity- 
Since  I  have  travelled  fo  much  in  forefts,,  I  have  met  with  a  s:reat  num- 
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ber  of  rattle- fnakes,  killed  forae  with  my  own  riand,  and,  notwith- 
flanding,  have  never  yet  received  the  leaft  injury. 

Friday,  the  IQ  th  of  June. 

For  thefe  two  days  paft  the  roads  have  been  truly  execrable,  full  of 
deep  holes,  earth-falls,  and  thick-fet  buflies.  You  are  obliged,  at  once, 
to  beware  of  the  branches  of  trees,  which  tear  your  face  or  throw  you 
down,  to  fele£l  the  fpot  for  the  horfe  to  tread  on,  to  give  it  the  necef- 
fary  aid  when  it  pafTes  a  difficult  place,  and  to  take  care  not  to  crufh 
your  knee  or  leg  againft  a  trunk  or  flone,  which  even  with  the  utmofl 
precaution  cannot  be  always  avoided,  and  frequently  caufes  a  very  pain- 
ful fenfation.  By  the  account  of  our  guide  we  were  this  day  to  enter 
better  roads  ;  and  yet,  a  level  tra£l  of  about  feven  or  eight  miles  ex- 
cepted, thefe  were  even  worfe  than  the  former. 

Being  defirous  of  feeing  a  large  Indian  fettlement,  and  having  learned 
that  Buffalo  Creek  is  the  largeft  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  turned  that 
way,  left  the  foot-path  which  leads  flraight  to  Fort  Erie,  and  ftruck 
into  another,  which  is  the  worfl  I  have  yet  feen.  We  breakfafted 
twelve  miles  from  the  fpot  where  we  had  paffed  the  night,  and  finiftied 
the  remainder  of  our  ftores  in  Buffalo  Town.  You  reach  Creek 
Buffalo  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  before  you  come  to  the  village.  The 
fource  of  this  creek,  which  is  very  narrow  on  the  fpot  where  you  fee 
it  firft,  is  fifteen  miles  farther  up  the  country.  Yet  it  confiderably  en- 
larc^es  its  breadth,  and  is  upwards  of  a  hundred  yards  broad,  where  it 
difcharo-es  icfelf  into  the  river.  You  mufl  ford  it  between  a  hamlet 
inhabited  by  the  Cayuga  nation  and  the  village  of  Buffalo,  where  it  is 
about  forty  yards  in  breadth,  but  its  bed  is  fo  confined  and  miry,  that 
we  were  fcarcely  able  to  work  our  way  out  of  it. 

The  village  of  Buffalo  is  inhabited  by  the  Seneca-Indians.  The  chief 
of  this  nation  is  Brotherfarmer,  a  man  generally  refpedled  by  r.W  the 
tribes  as  a  great  warrior  and    ftatefman,    and  for  this  rcafon    much 
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C'Odrted  both  by  Englllh  and  American  agents.  Bufflilo  is  the  chief 
place  of  the  Seneca  nation.  Inftead  of  eighty  houfes,  of  which  we  had 
been  told  this  village  confifted,  we  found  only  about  forty.  The  reft 
ftand  on  the  banks  of  the  creek  farther  up  or  downwards,  and  thus 
people  an  extent  of  feveral  miles.  The  village  is  fituated  on  a  plain, 
the  foil  of  which,  to  judge  from  the  grafs  it  produces,  is  extremely 
fertile.  We  faw  Indians  cutting  the  grafs  with  their  knives.  Some 
families  keep  cows,  and  others  even  horfes.  There  were  fome  fine 
oxen  to  be  fold  in  the  village.  All  the  commodities  being  confidered 
as  the  produce  of  the  labours  of  the  wives,  they  alone  difpofe  of  them 
at  pleafure.  They  are  looked  upon  as  the  fole  proprietors.  It  is  with 
them  that  every  bargain  is  made,  all  the  money,  even  the  houfes  in 
•which, they  live,  belong  to  them  ;  the  hufbands  have  nothing  but  their 
gun,  their  tomahawk  (a  fmall  axe,  and  at  the  fame  time  their  pipe), 
and  the  fcalps  fevered  from  the  Ikulls  of  the  enemies  they  have  llain, 
and  which  in  greater  or  lefs  number  form  the  decoration  of  the  dwel- 
lings of  all  Indian  warriors.     More  property  they  do  not  want. 

The  dignity  of  a  chieftain  is,  in  general,  hereditary  among  the  In- 
dians ;  though  fome  are  alfo  appointed  by  eleflion.  The  fons  of  the 
chieftains,  however,  do  not  fucceed,  but  thofe  of  the  female  chiefs. 
For  the  wives  preferve  this  right  of  fucceflion  in  their  families,  and 
tranfmit.  it  to  their  defcendants.  Yet  thefe  Indian  queens  cultivate 
their  fields  with  the  fpade  in  their  hand.  Though  they  have  oxen  to 
fell,  it  has  hitherto  not  occurred  to  them,  to  yoke  thefe  animals  to  the 
plough.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  a  fmall  field  of  Indian  corn  fuf- 
fices  for  the  wants  of  a  family.  There  is,  at  times,  another  planted 
with  potatoes  ;  but,  in  general,  thefe  ar.e  planted  between  the  rows  of 
Indian  corn. 

The  fields  are  moftly  irregular  pieces  of  land  taken  from  the  com.^ 
mon  ;  they  are  not  inclofed,  being  more  effedually  guarded  by  an  uni- 
verfal  honefty,  which  never  deceives.  The  cattle,  which  confrantly 
remain  in  the  woods,  do  no  damage  to  the  crops.  The  fields,  culti- 
vated by  the  Indians,  have,  in  general,  a  more  luxuriant  appearance  than 
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Others,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  cultivated.  Being  better 
tilled,  and  kept  conftantly  free  from  weeds,  they  cannot  but  pro- 
duce heavier  crops,  which  is  adlually  the  cafe.  The  Indian  huts  in 
Buffalo  are  not  fo  bad  as  others  I  have  feen,  but  equally  unclean  and 
filthy. 

Our  guide  conducted  us  to  a  family,  in  which  he  faid  a  demi-French 
woman  lived,  which,  however,  was  not  the  fad.     On  entering  the  ha- 
bitation, we  found  the  landlord  engaged  in  bleeding  himfelf  in  the  foot. 
He  faid  he  fufFered  from  pains   in  the  bowels,  and  placed  great  confi- 
dence in  this  remedy,  which  he  prefcribed  and   applied  himfelf.     Two 
leaves  of  fage  ferved  for  a  comprefs,  and  an  old  garter  for  a  bandage  ; 
he  looked  about  for  his  tomahawk  to  fmoke  during  the  application  of 
this  remedy.     One  or  two  other  families  live  in  the  fame  hut.     The 
hufbands,  fathers,  and  brothers  were  fitting  before  the  door ;  the  wo- 
men were  in  the  fields  ;  we  were   compelled  to  wait  their  return,  to 
learn  whether  they  had  any  eggs  or  milk.     When  they  came   home, 
■we  found  that  they  had  none.     They  gave  us,  however,   butter-milk, 
and  very  good  butter.     During  the  two  hours  we  pafTed  among  them, 
nothing  particular  occurred.  There  is  but  little  expreflion  in  their  faces, 
little  cheerfulnefs,  and  httle  fagacity.     They  were  extremely  curious, 
as  every  one  would  be,  who  has  feen  nothing.     They  laid  hold  of  our 
watches,  our  compafs,  our  pencils,  and  bridles,  viewed  them  with  much 
attention,   yet  without  the  leaft  mark  of  aftonifhment  or  fatisfatftion  ; 
but  remained  as  cold  and  unconcerned  as  three-fourths  of  the  American 
country-people  remain  on  fimilar  occafions,  though  they  are  as  curious 
as  the  Indians. 

I  had  bought  at  Philadelphia  a  great  quantity  of  trifles,  with  a  view 
of  diftributing  them  among  thefe  people,  who,  I  knew,  are  excefllvely 
fond  of  them.  With  thefe  trifles  we  paid  what  fervices  they  had 
rendered  us  ;  but  I  dilbibuted  my  fineries  far  beyond  their  amount  ; 
men  and  women  feemed  to  receive  them  with  aftonifliment  rather  than 
pleafure.  The  young  girls  appeared  more  pleafed  with  them  than  the 
reft.     Three  or  four  of  thefe  were  very  handfome  ;  and  I  fancied  that 
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I  could  obferve  in  their  manners  a  certain  modeftj,  which  I  love  to  fee 
blended  with  beauty. 

The  Indians  feem  to  occupy  themfelves  much  with  their  children  ; 
they  are  extremely  fond  of  them  during  their  childhood,  and  their  af- 
feftionate  attachment  frequently  lads  far  beyond  that  tender  age.  Suck- 
ing children  are  generally  fufpended  in  a  balket,  faftened  to  the  ceiling 
by  long  ropes,  and  thus  rocked.  When  the  mother  goes  on  a  journey, 
or  to  work,  the  babe  is  put  into  a  fort  of  portable  cradle,  the  back  and 
lower  part  of  which  are  made  of  wood  ;  it  is  laced  before  with  ftraps  of 
cloth,  with  which  the  child  can  be  tied  as  faft  as  they  pleafe.  This  fort 
of  cradle  is  carried  by  means  of  a  ftrap,  tied  around  the  forehead  of  the 
mother.     Jn  this  manner  the  Indians  generally  carry  all  their  burthenst 

Few  Indians  live  to  be  very  old.  They  who  grow  old  and  infirm 
are  put  to  death  by  their  children,  who  confider  this  ad;  ag  a  d.uty  they 
are  bound  to  perform,  in  order  to  fave  their  parents  from  the  miferiesof 
old  age.  However,  they  do  not  always  fulfil  this  duty.  ,  Let  this  bar- 
barous cuflom  be  fairly  confidered,  and  it  will  be  found  in  fome  man- 
jier  confiflent  with  reafon  ;  for  of  what  ufe  and  value  is  life,  when  no- 
thing can  be  expefted  but  forrow  and  fufFerings  ? 

Death  is,  with  the  Indians,  no  obje£l  of  terror  ;  and  the  relations  of 
the  deceafed  grieve  but  little  for  their  lofs.  Some  bowlings  at  the  bu- 
rial are  the  only  figns  or  exprefliohs  of  their  grief,  while  feveral  days 
before  and  after  the  interment  are  fpent  in  feafling  and  dancing.  The 
entire  property  of  the  deceafed  is  frequently  fpent  in  thus  eating,  drink- 
ing, and  rioting  to  his  honour. 

The  imperfe£l  civilization,  which  the  Indian  nations,  we  have  feen, 
owe  to  their  conftant  intercourfe  with  white  people,  h^s  altered  their 
original  manners,  which  it  would  be  peCuharly  interefting  to  obferve. 
Whifky  renders  them  flupid  ;  and  whifky  is  known  and  fought  after 
by  all  the  Indians,  who  are  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  white  people. 
Europe  has  inflidled,  and  will  ever  inflidt  fo  many  evils. on  e^very  coun- 
try difcovered  by  her,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  travel  as  Mr.  Mackenzie 
has  done,  beyond  the  known  tribes,  in  order :to  trace  the  original  man- 
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iiers  of  the  Indian  nations;  yet  Mr.  Mackenzie  himfelf  diflrlbuted 
whifky  as  he  went  along. 

I  fhall  fubjoln  here  a  few  obfervations  concerning  the  Indians,  which, 
though  they  may  not  be  perfeftly  new,  will  yet  form  a  (ketch,  not  al- 
together uninterefling  to  Europeans,  and  which  I  fhall  be  able  to  im- 
prove from  other  accounts,  efpecially  from  the  narrative  of  the  cap- 
tivity of  one  of  my  friends  belonging  to  Virginia,  which  I  intend  to  in- 
troduce in  the  lequel.  But  previoufly  to  my  entering  on  this  fubjedt, 
I  muft  obferve.  that  all  the  Indians  we  faw  ufed  every  means  of  fliew- 
ing  us  particular  kindnefs,  on  account  of  our  being  Frenchmen,  whom, 
they  told  us,  they  love  very  much,  knowing  that  their  people  have  al- 
ways been  kindly  treated  by  them,  and  particularly  without  any  fort  of 
contemptuous  infolence.  On  this  account  they  conftantly  called  us 
their  fathers. 

Age  is  fo  much  honoured  by  the  Indians,  that  in  their  language  age 
and  wifdom  are  fynonimous  terms, 

Notwithflanding  this  high  ef!:imation,  in  which  old  age  is  every  where 
held,  and  the  great  refpeft  enjoyed  by  their  chieftains  in  time  of  peace, 
and  by  their  leaders  in  time  of  war,  health,  dexterity,  and  courage  alone 
obtain  diftincflions  among  the  Indians.  Although  from  dlfpofition  and 
habit  they  are  independent  of  each  other,  in  all  the  concerns  of  life,  yet 
they  are  never  wanting  in  obedience  to  their  chiefs  and  leaders. 

Hofpitality  is  with  them  a  duty,  which  it  would  be  a  crime  not  to 
obferve,  and  which  they  never  fail  to  pra£life.  They  confider  revenge 
as  a  duty  equally  facred.  They  conceal  their  vindi£live  views  as  long 
as  they  know  they  cannot  be  gratified.  But  neither  the  longeft 
period  of  time,  nor  the  greatefl:  obftacles,  ever  ftifle  in  them  the  im- 
perious paffion  for  revenge.  Although  theft  is  very  common  among 
them,  and  more  fo  among  the  women  than  the  men,  yet  the  thief, 
caught  In  the  faft,  is  compelled  to  reftore  the  property  he  ftole  ;  and  ia 
cafe  of  a  violent  robbery,  the  conjurors  are  conlulted,  who  coudemn  the 
robber  to  death. 

Homicide  is  atoned  for  by  a  fum  of  money,  the  amount  of  which  is 

paid 
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paid  in  a  fort  of  fhells,  called  xiumipum,  by  which  the  price  of  all 
commodities  is  meafiired  and  adjufted.  .  An  offender,  who  cannot  raife 
this  ranfom,  is  delivered  over  to  the  family  of  the  deceafed,  that  they 
may  take  their  revenge  on  him.  Deliberate  murder  is  feldom  com- 
mitted ;  manflaughter  perpetrated  in  drunken  quarrels  is  more  frequent. 
Yet  the  fame  indulgence,  in  regard  to  homicide  and  theft,  is  not  fhevvii 
by  all  the  Indian  nations.  I  have  learnt  from  Colonel  Brant,  chieftain 
of  the  Mohawks,  that  among  the  Six  Nations,  who  ftill  occupy  lands 
near  the  lakes  in  the  dominion  of  the  United  States,  and  in  Canada,  and 
to  whom  the  Mohawks  and  Seneca  Indians  belong  ;  every  Indian,  who 
has  killed  or  robbed  another,  mufl:  inevitably  fuffer  death.  The  mur- 
derer is  generally  put  to  death  by  the  relations  of  the  perfon  murdered. 
But  every  Indian  belonging  to  the  nation  has  a  right  to  kill  him,  as 
foon  as  the  crime  is  known.  It  frequently  happens,  that  the  offender, 
far  from  making  the  leaft  refiflance,  voluntarily  furrenders  himfelf  up 
for  execution. 

Among  fame  nations  the  wife  takes  revenge  of  an  unfaithful  huf- 
band,  by  a  (imilar  condu£l  on  her  own  part ;  and  the  hufband,  in  the 
fame  circumflances,  has  recourfe  to  the  fame  means  of  revenge.  Amono- 
fbme  the  hufband  puts  the  wife  to  death,  if  he  catch  her  in  Jlagranti 
deU5fo.  The  greateft  crime  among  the  Indians  is  to  touch  a  captive,  even 
with  her  confent.  This  crime  would  be  puniflied  with  inftant  death. 
I  know  from  Colonel  Brant,  that  among  the  Six  Nations  there  has  yet 
been  noinftance  of  fuch  an  offence.  As  foon  as  the  captive  is  fet  at  li- 
berty, there  exifts  no  farther  prohibition,  in  cafe  fhe  confents.  As  they 
can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  yet  are  defirous  of  tranfmitting  the  me- 
mory of  their  anions  to  ppfterity,  efpecially  the  fortunate  exploits  of 
their  tribes;  they  effeft  this  purpofe  by  cutting  figures  in  the  bark  of 
trees,  which,  to  thofe  who  arc  unacquainted  with  this  fort  of  language, 
appear  to  have  no  form,  but  are  very  intelligible  to  them  and  their  pofte- 
rity,  as  long  as  they  are  fpared  by  all-dell:roying  time.  It  is  in  this 
manner  they  record  their  exploits  in  hunting  and  war,  the  number  of 
the  fcalps  they  have  torn  from  the  Ikulls  of  their  enemies,   &:c.     The 
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wampum,  which  is  their  mone}'-,  is  alfo  their  ornament,  and  their  pledge 
for  the  performance  of  every  contra6t  and  oath.  They  are  more  or  lefs 
ikilled  in  carting  up  accounts,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  trade. 
They  count  their  months  and  days  by  the  moon  and  the  night,  and 
their  years  by  fummer  and  winter.  Tlie  pole  flar,  with  which  they 
are  acquainted,  guides  them  in  their  nocturnal  journies. 

The  cufloms  of  the  Indians,  with  refpeft  to  marriage,  are  various. 
In  fome  tribes  the  cliildren  are  given  in  marriage  by  their  parents  ;  iu 
others  they  make  their  own  choice.  Among  fome  polygamy  is  per- 
mitted ;  with  others  it"  is  not  in  ufe.  In  fome  tribes  the  infidelity  of  the- 
M'ives  caufes  not  the  leaft  unealincfs  to  the  hufband  ;  in  others  it  affliils 
them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  frequently  poifon  themfelves  ;  an  a6l 
of  defpair,  which  is  alfo  fometimes  committed  by  women  from  the 
fame  motives.  Marriage,  however,  is  in  general  with  them  but  a  tran- 
fitory  union.  Divorces  are  very  frequent ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  chil- 
dren remain  with  the  wife,  together  with  all  the  other  property.  Con- 
verfation  feldom  or  never  takes  place  between  the  hufband  and  wife  ;  the 
Indians  in  general  fpeak  little.  The  wife,  when  fhe  returns  home  from 
hard  labour,  prepares  food  for  her  hulband,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  who 
is  ever  fatisfied  with  what  fhe  gives  him.  If  no  meal  be  prepared,  the  -" 
hufband  goes  away  without  complaining,  and  eats  with  one  of  his  neigh- 
bours. 

Their  ufual  difeafes  are  inflammatory  and  putrid  fevers,  and  the  fmall- 
pox.  The  laft  never  attacks  them,  but  when  they  are  near  the  habita- 
tions of  white  people,  to  the  care  of  whole  phyficians  they  commit 
themfelves  with  a  tolerable  fliare  of  confidence.  If  there  be  nQ  medical 
perfons  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  place  equal  confidence  in  their  con- 
jurors, who  are  often  women.  The  remedies,  which  the  conjurors  apply, 
confift  generally  of  the  infpiffated  juices  of  herbs.  They  alfo  often 
caufe  the  patient  to  be  put  into  a  kind  of  oven,  or  vapour-bath,  to  bring 
on  a  violent  perfpiration,  which  is  the  moft  common  cure.  Thefe 
vapour-baths  are  made  by  means  of  large  flones,  heated  as  much  as  pofli- 
ble,  and  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  in  the  centre  of  which  the  pa- 
tient 
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tient  is  placed.  Over  this  fmall  inclofure  is  fpread  a  very  lov/  tent 
cover,  made  of  wool,  the  red-hot  ftones  are  wetted  with  water,  and 
M'hen  the  patient,  by  means  of  this  fleam,  is  in  a  ftrong  perfpiration,  he 
is  fuddenly  immerged  into  the  coldeft  brook.  This  remedy  is  repeated 
feveral  times,  and  proves  often  falutary  in  pleurifies  and  colds.  But 
never  is  any  remedy  applied  without  fome  concomitant  myfterious  cere- 
mony ;  fuch  as  blowing  upon  the  patient,  dancing,  howling,  or  beating 
the  drum.  Whenever  they  apply  a  remedy,  or  prailife  their  art,  they 
invoke  the  Great  Sp'irk^  to  whom,  they  fay,  they  are  called  in  their 
fleep.  Pains  in  the  head,  and  in  the  mufcles  of  the  neck,  are  verv 
common  among  the  women.  They  are  attributed  to  the  manner  iu 
which  they  carry  their  burthens. 

The  bite  of  the  rattle-fnake  is  eafily  cured,  the  remedy  being  known 
to  all  the  Indians,  and  ufually  applied.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that 
it  is  the  rattle-fnake  root  (polygala  fenega,  Linn.).  The  bruifed  leaves 
are  applied  to  the  wound,  and  the  juice,  extrafted  from  the  root,  is 
taken  with  a  little  butter  or  fat.  There  are,  however,  feveral  other 
remedies  againft  this  accident,  which  no  Indian  regards.  The  flefh  of 
the  fnake  is  confidered  as  a  delicacy  by  the  Indians,  and  the  flough, 
■which  the  fnake  cafts  off  twice  a  year,  beaten  into  powder,  is  ufed  as 
a  cleanfer  of  the  blood. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  in  their  conferences,  is  always  figura- 
tive. When,  for  iuftance,  they  wilh  to  defcribe  the  refloration  of  peace 
between  two  nations,  they  exprefs  themfelves  as  follows :  "  We  are 
making  a  road  five  hundred  miles  in  length  through  the  forefl  ;  we  are 
tearing  up  the  roots  and  branches  that  obftruft  the  way  ;  we  are  clear- 
ing it  of  flanes,  rocks,  and  trees  ;  we  are  removing  the  hills  ;  we 
cover  it  with  fand,  and  make  it  (o  perfe6lly  light,  that  all  the  nations 
can  fee  each  other  without  the  leaft  obftruclion."  Although  they  con- 
duit themfelves  with  great  coolnels,  in  all  their  dealings,  yet  they  often 
grow  warm  in  the  delivery  of  their  fpeeches,  and  then  fwell  declama- 
-tioninto  muficai  notes  :  the  affembly  liftens  in  profound  filence.  The 
members  of  the  council  fmoke:their  pipes  all  the  while,  and  the  orator, 
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\\liiii  111-  li  11.  iloiir,  111:,  ildWii  Willi  llu-in,  ;iliil  iloi  :;  llic;  llunc  Tllcil 
l|'((  (  Ik  s  lu.iy  l>i"  .IS  loiii;  a;i  they  pic. ili- ;  llicy  arc  luvcr  inlci mptcd  ; 
lime  I')  iiiiiiiii|i|  all  Imliiii  woiilJ  lur  tlcc-incd  the  gi'c.UcIl  iilli.'i\L'c.  In 
llicii  iK  |"il.iMiiii  .,  tlh  ii  III  rpi  mil  of  .imb.ill.ulors,  .unl  tiuir  iicvioi  i:Uioi\ 
ol  ticil  ii:.,  llicv  iiilniilucr  minli  lolrmiiitv,  ami  nv.iuy  I'tic-iuoiius, 

Win  II  OIK'  ii.itinii  \v.i;',c:;  war  aga'mll:  another,  they  iclolvc  on  l"u 
iloiiii^  .illrr  ihir  tlc-Jihriatioii,  Imi  iifvcr  cirflaic  war  ngaiiill'  their  nicmy, 
'J'hcy  Coiur  U(um  liini  iii  I'jc.ilri  or  Imillii  miinlici:;,  ami  kill  aiiil  ilc- 
ihoy  every  thii\t!;  within  their  icaih.  W  hi  lu  vi  r  tlu-y  imtl  with  liiii;lc 
intliviihi.il:;,  wlm  hilmi;'^  to  llu-  Imllilc  ii.itiDii,  tluy  licit  tluin  in  the 
lame  iii.iiiiHi.  'I'hcic  aie,  howcvci,  [il.ices  ol  inviolahility,  where  their 
liiillilitics  aie  riil|K  luliil.  Siuli  is  a  (.■ertain  i'|iiil  on  the  banks  of  the 
liver  \hlliuiii,  when- a  Ipccics  ot  flone  is  louiiil,  ot  whuh  tiieyil.liui  in 
parliiiilai  luctl,  ioi  in.ilcing  pipes,  lleie  the  bilteiell  I'lieniies  work 
ipiirlly  iif.u  one  anttthcr,  in  breaking  thele  lh)nef.,  which  they  all  ahkc 
Avant.  'i'here  are  more  lueh  places,  equally  I'acrcd  ;  and  no  inllancc 
has  ever  ha[>ptned  ol  tlule  places  having  become  a  Icene  of  contention. 

Peace  cannot  be  concluded  between  two  nations,  but  through  the  in- 
tervention of  a  mutr.il  tribe  ;  ami  until  it  be  a»!'liially  concluded,  the 
i-oiitemlini;  parties  continue  to  deOroy  each  either.  As  loon  as  the 
\vords  of  peace  arc  proclaimed  by  the  neutral  nation,  the  anib,\(laiiors  of 
t'ae  tribes  at  war  meet  and  agree  upon  lUc- (Y//,'ifion  of  lio/lilit'ics.  No 
othei  condition;!  are  ever  made.  The  propolals  arc  reported  by  theain- 
bailailor;;  \.o  the  ililFerent  coiuicils  o\  their  relpcvflivc  nations.  All  the 
chiettains  now  alVemble,  (moke  tlic  calumet  of  peace,  prclent  each  other 
with  belts  ot  wampum,  and  peace  is  definitively  concludeil.  They  do 
not  givr  up  the  pril(^>ncrs  they  have  made,  who  remain  where  tliey  arc 
in  a  llutc  of  lluvery. 

When  the  Imliaiis  arr  at  war  witli  the  wliite  people,  in  which 
generally  leveral  nations  join,  the  negociations  lor  peace  arc  ufually 
opened  bv  nulleiigcrs,  deputed  by  the  latter,  who  are  frequentlv  mur- 
vlercd  by  the  tormei.  This  happened  in  the  lall  war  with  the  Ameri- 
caui.     CJcnciul  Wayne,  at  the  be^jinning  of  tlic  year  l7(;.^,   lent  three 

olliccrs 
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ofliccrs,  attended  by  tlu'cc  iutcrprclcra,  to  diKiiciit  iialioiis,  wliii  li  li:ir| 
taken  a  politioii  in  front  of  liis  aniiy  ;  tlic  lix  [jcrffjiis,  who  (.iiiicd 
the  American  flag,  were  all  killed.  Aftc-j-  the  Ijnttlc,  which  took  |)l,ic:c 
In  Aiigiid  following,  near  I/ike  Eric,  and  in  vvhi'  h  the  IikImm;;  w(  ro 
defeated,  General  Wayne,  inflcad  of  j)iittin[/^  the  prilonci',  to  the  (word, 
ordered  tlicni  to  be  well  treated,  and  lent  (evcrai  oi  th' m  hack  wiih 
propofitions  of  peace.  The  Indians  being  difpirited  by  ihcir  defeat,  as 
well  as  by  the  faintncfs  of  the  afnOance  afforded  thcni  by  the  Juiglifli, 
who  had  excited  them  to  the  war,  were  glad  to  get  their  prifoncrt.  biek, 
yielded  to  the  general  wifh  as  well  as  necedlty  of  living  at  peace,  and 
confcntcd  that  ncgociationy  Hiould  be  opened.  ICleven  nations  had  in-cn 
at  war  with  the  Annericans  ;  ambaffidors  for  the  eleven  nations  arrived  ; 
atul  the  negociations  lafted  three  months. 

As  foon  as  the  point  has  been  agreed  upon,  that   ncgociation;;  f(.r 
peace  (lull  be  opened,  the  Indians  confidcr  peace  as  adlually  conchidcil, 
and  for  this  reafon  they  bring  the  calumet  of  peace  into  the  firft  afTeiri- 
bly,   which  is  always   very  numerous  ;  it  is  prefcntcd  by  one  of  the 
chieftains,  and  every  one  prcfent  fmoaks  it.     'i'o  wipe  the  end  of  thr- 
jtipe  would  be  a  great  affront  to  an  Indian,   and  might  even  lead  tfj  the 
rupture  of  the  ncgociation.     The    fubiequent  aflemblics  arc   lefj   nu- 
mero^us.     They  are  compofcd  of  about   three  or  four  deputies  of  each 
nation,     attended  by  interpreters;     for   all    the    nations    /peak    differ- 
ent diaIc<St8.       The   fpceches  of  the  Indians  arc   very   long,     and,     at 
times,   lafl  three  hours.     'I'hcy  aie  iiilcned   t(;,  a'i   I   have  already  ob- 
served, with  the  utmoH:  attention,     'i'hcir  remarks  and  aniwers  arc 
often    extremely   ])ertlnent  and   acute,     'ilic   orators  frequently   in.nk 
down  with  wampum  the  leading  p(;iiits  of  their  fpeechcs,   in   u  man- 
ner fcarcely  intelligible  to  any  one  but  themfelvcs.     Viy  a  finjilar  arrangc- 
me/it  of  their  wampum,  the  young  Indians,   who  afiifl  at  the  princijiul 
deliberation,  report  to  the  council  of  their  nation  jkji  oDiy  all  the   jjro- 
pofalb  which  have  been  made,   but,  in  general,  cvciy  thing  that  has 
been  laid. 

The 
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The  negoc'iAtions  being  brought  to  a  clofe,  the  articles  agreed  upon 
aie  written  oa  a  long  piece  of  parchment,  coraprifmg  every  thing  that 
relates  to  every  different  nation  concerned  in  the  peace.  Theie  parch- 
ments are  tiffned  by  all  the  chieftains  of  the  nations,  who,  for  the  mofc 
part,  ufe  as  their  fignature  a  misfhapen  image  of  the  animal,  which 
forms  the  diftinftive  mark  of  the  tribe.  One  of  thefe  parchments, 
thus  fisned,  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  white  nation,  and  the  other 
is  delivered  to  one  of  the  Indian  nations  concerned,  which  is  mod 
numerous,  and  from  which  the  reft  leceive  copies  of  the  treaty  in  wam- 
pum. Every  thing  being  terminated,  prefents  are  made,  and  the  calu- 
met is  fmoaked  by  way  of  conclufion. 

General  Wayne,  from  whom  I  learned  thefe  particulars,  allows,  that 
the  Indians  poffefs  an  excellent  difpofition,  with  much  found  under- 
ftahdino- and  judgment.  In  the  battle,  which  decided  the  iffue  of  the 
war,  they  difplayed  the  moft  obftinate  valour,  bordering  on  blood- 
thirfly  ferocity.  They  even  executed  bold  and  tolerably  Ikilful  ma- 
noeuvres, which,  though  they  had  undoubtedly  been  contrived  and  in- 
dicated to  them  by  Englifli  officers,  neverthelefs  did  them  infinite 
credit. 

The  Indians,  giving  a  hofpitable  reception  to  travellers,  make  them 
fmoke  the  tomahawk,  as  they  ratify  a  peace  by  fmoking  the  calu- 
met with  their  former  enemies.  They  generally  fmoke  a  very  pleafant 
tobacco,  which  is  rendered  ftill  milder  by  a  mixture  of  the  bruifed 
leaves  of  fragrant  plants,  and  efpecially  of  fumach. 

Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  thefe  general  remarks  on  the 
manners  of  the  Indians  admit  of  many  modifications  in  regard  to  fingle 
tribes  and  individuals.  I  have  coUefted  them  here,  rather  with  a  view 
of  gratifying,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  eager  curiofity  of  my  European 
friends,  than  with  an  intention  of  prefenting  them  with  a  complete  de- 
lineation of  Indian  manners,  fuch  as  could  fatisfy  myfelf.  Yet  I  can 
at  lead:  offer  this  pifture  as  faithful,  if  imperfecT;,  though  it  be  not 
drawn  from  my  own  immediate  obfervation.  I 

Bulfalo 
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Buffalo  Town  is  about  four  miles  diftant  from  Lake  Erie.  The  road, 
which  leads  thither,  runs  under  the  moft  beautiful  beech  trees  and 
pines,  and  is  for  this  reafon  even  worfe,  than  that  by  which  we  came 
this  morning.  All  this  country  is  full  of  ftagnant  waters,  and  large 
ftinking  fwamps  and  moraffes ;  and  yet  we  did  not  abferve  any  agues 
among  the  Indians,  who  feem  Icfs  liable  to  fuch  difeafes  than  white 
people. 

At  length  we  reached  Lake  Erie,  that  is  to  fay,  a  fmall  fettlement 
of  four  or  five  houfes,  {landing  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
lake.  A  fmall  creek  fcparated  them  from  our  road.  This  creek  is  fo 
muddy,  that  nobody  ventures  to  ford  it  on  horfeback.  The  faddles  are, 
therefore,  taken  off:  the  horfemen  pafs  the  creek,  which  is  about 
twenty  feet  in  breadth,  in  boats,  and  make  the  horfes  fwim  acrofs, 
though  thefe  find  great  difficulty  in  gaining  the  oppofite  bank. 

We  met,  on  our  journey,  fome  troops  of  travelling  Indians,  and  two 
or  three  caravans  of  white  people ;  occurrences,  which  afford  great 
pleafure.  A  fire,  not  yet  extinguifhed,  veftiges  of  a  camp  or  refting- 
place,  nay,  a  broken  utenfil,  which  has  ferved  for  the  ufe  of  a  travel- 
ler, excites,  in  thefe  wilderneffes,  the  moft  pleafing  fenfations.  The 
idea,  "  I  am  not  alone  in  this  vajl  folitude"  cannot  but  be  ftill  more  im- 
portant to  him,  who  travels  by  himfelf  in  thefe  forefts,  than  it  was  to 
us.  And  yet  we  enjoyed  thefe  emotions,  in  every  part  of  our  jour- 
ney, where  the  habitations  lay  at  confiderable  diftances  afunder.  The 
fmallefl  portion  of  cleared  ground,  or  a  little  wood  cut  down,  is  be- 
held with  the  utmoft  joy,  and  its  afpe£t  infpires  the  beholder  with  frefh 
courage  to  proceed. 

We  had  hoped  to  find  Mr.  Guillemard  at  the  inn,  but  learned  from 
the  Indian,  who  had  conduced  him  hither,  that  he  had  arrived  here 
two  hours  ago,  and  had  already  proceeded  onward  on  his  journey  ;  he 
found  it  too  tedious  to  wait  for  us  ;  and  befidcs,  nothing  could  be  had 
in  the  inn.  He  had  very  properly  croffed  over  to  the  other  fide;  we 
intended  to  do  the  fame  ;  but  it  was  too  late.  We  vv^ere,  therefore, 
neceffitated  to  content  ourfelves  with  a  very  poor  fupper,  and  to  lie 
down  on  the  floor,  wrapped  up  in  our  cloaks.     Not  the  leafl  furniture 
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wa;  to  be  feen  in  the  houfe,  nor  was  there  any  milk,  rum,  or  candles. 
With  coufiderable  trouble  we  got  fome  milk  from  the  neighbours  ;  but 
they  were  not  equally  obliging,  in  regard  to  rum  and  candles.  At 
lensth  we  obtained  thefe  articles  from  the  other  fide  of  the  river  ;  our 
appetite  was  keen  ;  we  fpent  a  pleafant  evening,  and  flept  as  well  as  in 
the  woods. 

At  Lake  Erie  (this  is  the  name  of  this  clufter  of  houfes)  every 
thing  is  much  dearer,  than  in  any  other  place,  through  which  we  have 
hitherto  pafTed,  in  our  journey,  from  want  of  any  diredl  communica- 
tion with  other  countries,  to  facilitate  the  intercourfe  of  trade  and  com- 
merce. There  is  fcarcely  one  houfe  in  this  little  hamlet,  without  a  per- 
ibn  indifpofed  with  the  ague.  We  found  ourfelves  here  furrounded  by 
•Indians;  fome  of  them  had  caught,  with  harpoons,  feveral  large  flur- 
•reons  on  the  border  of  the  lake,  which  they  offered  us  for  two  (hillings 
a  piece.  The  banks  are  crowded,  nay  rendered  noifome  with  places 
where  the  Indians  dry  the  fifh,  which  they  catch  in  great  numbers  in 
'Lake  Erie. 

From  the  fmallnefs  of  the  lakes  we  had  feen  in  Geneflee,  we  were 
much  difpofed  to  admire  this  lake.  We  were  charmed  with  its  vafl  ex- 
tent. Were  it  not  for  the  oppofite  bank,  itsafpe6t  would  refemblc  that 
of  the  fea  ;  as  no  other  land  was  to  be  feen,  and  the  profpeft  of  water 
was  boundlefs.  The  banks  of  the  lake  are  rather  flat,  and  uninhabited 
throughout  this  whole  extent.  Father  Charlevoix  obferves  in  his 
travels,  that  Lake  Erie  received  its  name  from  a  tribe  of  Hurcns,  who 
inhabited  its  banks,  but  were  exterminated  by  the  Iroquois,  and  the 
word  erie  in  their  languasie  {isrnifies  a  cat.  The  immenfe  number  of 
wild  cats,  which  are  found  on  the  banks  of  this  lake,  and  the  fkins  of 
which  are  much  valued,  have  probably  given  rife  to  the  name. 

At  break  of  day  Mr.  de  Blacons  and  myfelf  proceeded  to  the  place, 
where  we  were  to  crofs  the  river,  three  miles  diftant  from  the  inn. 
Dupetitthouars  had  hired  a  boat  to  fail  down  the  river,  which  ifTues 
from  Lake  Erie,  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  is  called 
the  Niagara.  We  here  embarked,  and  confequcntly  left  the  territory 
of  the  United  States. 

MINE- 
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MINERALOGICAL    OBSERVATIONS. 

I  fliall  here  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the  mineralogy  of  the  country,. 
which  we  have  traverfed.  I  owe  them  to  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  on^ 
this  fubje£l  poflefTes  more  ample  and  correal  information,  than  I  can 
boaft. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  the  rocks  are  all  compofed  of  granite 
or  gneifs.  The  moft  common  is  a  granite  interfperfed  with  mica,  and 
you  frequently  meet  with  large  flrata  of  mica  or  talc.  The  ftrata  of 
thefe  rocks  incline  towards  the  horizon,  forming  an  angle  of  about 
forty- five  degrees.  The  layer  of  earth,  fpread  over  them,  is  generally 
a  fort  of  fand  of  the  fame  quality  as  the  rock.  Under  this,  bed  of  land,, 
a  hard  fort  of  clay  is  frequently  met  with. 

This  large  mafs  of  granite  is  interfecfled  by  veins  of  horn'ftone,  cal- 
careous fpars,  and  other  llme-ft'ones,  with  very  good  marble.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  efpqcially  near  Norriftown,  a  vein  of  fine 
marble  fhoots  out  of  the  flirface  ;  it  is  conne£ted  with  the  rock  of  gra- 
nite, which,  towards  the  north-weft,  borders  upon  the  river. 

The  direction  of  all  thefe  veins  generally  forms  a  right  angle  with: 
that,  of  the  ftratum  of  granite,  and  they  ufually  drop  in  a  line  perpendi- 
cular to  the  horizon. 

In  the  whole  neighbourhood,  no  petrifactions  are  found  of  marine, 
animals  and  plants,  or  of  any  thing  fimilar  ;  but  in  holes,  dug  iu  the- 
ground,  as  well  as  in  brooks,  a  ftone  is  frequently  met  with  of  a  loofe 
and' granulated  texture,  which  is  eafily  pulvcrifed,  and  bears  a  clofe  affi^ 
nity  to  fluor. 

Further  northwards,  the  foil,  which  before  was  much  covered  with, 
mica,  begins  to  be  lefs  fo,  and  the  rocks  contain  lefs  granite.  Near  the 
creek  Perkioming,  a  reddifh  argillaceous  flate  is  found,  with  which  the 
country  ia  general  abounds,  till  you  come  within  nine  miles  of  Read- 
ing. Here  begin  ftrata  of  a  ftone  of  a  light  grey,  and  fometimes  of  a- 
blueifti  colour,  which  breaks  into  large  fquare  pieces,  and  feems  to  be  a: 
fpecies  of  fluor. 

On  the.  road  to  Reading,   at  a  fmall  diftance   from  that  place,  are 
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found  large  mafles  of  a  kind  of  pudding- ftone,  confifling  of  fragments  of 
gneifs  and  flate,  imbedded  in  a  dark  grey  bafaltes. 

Near  this  fpot  is  found  calcareous  fpar,  but  in  fmall  quantities  ;  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  Reading  is  much  lime-flone. 

We  were  told,  that  pudding-ftone,  in  this  country,  is  never  found  in 
ftrata  ;  it  is  commonly  of  a  dark  red  colour,  which  is  rather  dull. 

The  country  about  Lancafler,  alfo,  abounds  in  lime-ftone,  but  with- 
out any  impreflion  of  marine  animals.  The  adjacent  ftrata  confifl  of  a 
greyifh  flate,  and  fink  deep  into  the  ground. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  a  ftratum  of  fandy  loam  covers 
the  perpendicular  veins  of  gneifs  and  flate,  which,  at  times,  form  confi- 
derable  maflfes. 

Near  Middle  Town  the  rocks  are  of  a  reddifli  colour,  and  contain 
much  clay.  On  paffing  the  Peters'  Mountains,  you  meet  with  much 
granite  ;  yet  flate  predominates.  The  rocks,  which  form  the  bafes  of 
the  mountains,  or  the  fteep  banks  of  the  river,  on  the  road  from  North- 
umberland to  Afylum,  exhibit  but  little  variety  in  a  mineralogical  point 
of  view.  In  fome  places,  the  flate  breaks  readily  into  fmall  plates, 
which  are  made  ufe  of  to  cover  the  roofs  of  houfes.  No  granite  appears 
any  more ;  and  both  in  brooks  and  rivers  free-ftone  is  found,  with  im- 
preffions  of  fea  animals  and  plants.  Quarz  difappears  by  degrees.  The 
foil  confifts  of  fand,  except  in  plains,  meadows,  and  low  grounds,  which 
are  covered  with  either  rotten  plants  or  vegetable  earth.  The  ground, 
in  general,  is  fo  much  covered  with  earth,  that  a  traveller,  who  has  no 
time  to  explore  rocks  and  ftone-quarries,  will  hardly  be  able  to  form  a 
complete  and  difcriminative  idea  of  the  minerals  of  this  country. 

Near  Loyalfock  fl;ones  are  to  be  found,  which  have  the  appearance  of 
bafaltes.  Some  contain  mica,  but  in  a  very  fmall  proportion.  Above 
Afylum  the  rocks  are  of  an  argillaceous  compofition.  The  foil  in  the 
neighbourhood  is,  for  the  moil:  part,  rich  and  fertile.  The  flrata  incline 
with  a  lefs  acute  angle,  and  frequently  run  parallel  to  the  horizon.  The 
flone,  when  broken,  appears  of  a  tefliaceous  texture,  and  its  grain  re- 
fembles  metallic  particles,  not  yet  perfeftly  formed.  Free-flone  is  fre- 
quent, and  fo  is  bafalt.     Broad  level  plains,  expofed  to  inundation,  form 
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the  greater  part  of  the  territory,  which  extends  towards  the  diflriil  of 
Geneffee.  At  Painted  Poft,  the  water  rofe,  in  December,  1797,  nine- 
teen feet  above  the  common  level  for  the  fummer  months.  The  depth 
of  the  layers  of  earth,  and  the  fwamps,  greatly  obftrudt  mineralogical 
refearches. 

Thefirflftrata,  in  which  I  found  marine  bodies  in  their  native  beds,  are 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fmall  lakes,  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Crooked  Lake, 
Near  Friendfmill  and  Friendflanding,  oyfler-fliells,  with  remains  of 
other  teflaceous  animals,  are  found  in  a  foft  argillaceous  ftone.  Farther 
weft  the  argillaceous  ftones  difappear,  and  are  fucceeded  by  calcareous. 
The  country  grows  more  and  more  flat ;  but  wherever  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  or  morafles,  did  not  prevent  us  from  examining  into  the  nature 
and  form  of  the  ftrata,  they  ran  nearly  parallel  to  the  horizon.  They  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  of  a  calcareous  compofition,  and  contain  numerous 
remains  and  impreffions  of  fea  animals.  Of  this  defcription  are  moft  of 
the  ftones  in  Big  Plain,  on  the  Buffalo  Creek,  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
Erie,  at  leaft  at  its  extremity,  the  only  part  which  we  traverfed,  and  on 
the  fouthern  bank  of  the  river,  as  far  as  Niagara. 

As  to  the Jpecies  of  trees,  that  compofe  the  woods,  through  which 
we  have  paffed  fince  our  departure  from  Philadelphia,  they  are  without 
number.  I  pofTefs  too  little  information  on  this  fubjed  to  difcriminate  and 
enumerate  them  all.  Thofe  which  I  diftinguiftied  were  the  red,  or  fcarlet 
flowering,  theafti-leaved,  the  mountain,  and  thefugar  maple,  the  black, 
and  the  poplar- leaved  birch,  the  curled  maple,  which,  however,  in  Penn- 
fylvania  and  Geneffee,  is  but  a  middle  fized  fhrub,  the  button  tree,  the 
perfimon  tree,  the  fmall-leaved  chefnut  tree,  an  afli  with  deeply  indented 
leaves,  the  white  nut  tree,  the  hickory,  the  bermi;dian  cedar,  the  ben- 
jamin tree,  the  magnolia  with  indented  leaves,  the  white  fpruce  and 
hemlock  fir,  the  white  and  black  oak,  the  white  and  black  afli,  the  black 
and  filver  poplar,  the  plum  tree,  the  cherry  tree,  the  tulip  tree,  the  com- 
mon fumach  and  the  vinegar  plant,  befide  an  immenfe  number  of  ftirubs, 
for  the  moft  part  with  beautiful,  yet  fcentlefs  flowers,  and  a  vaft  variety 
of  fylvan  plants. 

THE 
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The  Hl/loty  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  who,  in  1/90,  was  taken  Pri~ 
foner  by  tlie  Indians,  written  on  hoard  the  Pigeon,  in  OSioher,  1/94. 

The  following  narrative  contains  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  Johnfon,  an 
American  gentleman,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  of  his  releafe  in  the 
year  1 790.  _. .    - 

Although  this  hiftory  does  not  abound  with  remarkable  events,  and 
fome  of  them  are  rather  unimportant,  yet  it  appears  to  me  interfiling^ 
inafmuch  as  it  enlarges  our  knowledge  of  Indian  manners  from  fafts^: 
which  Mr.  Johnfon,  a  gentleman  of  veracity,  of  an  unalTuming  difpofi- 
tion,  and  of  a  calm,  temperate  imagination,  related  to  me  himfelf,  and 
which  I  wrote  down,  in  a  manner,  from  his  mouth. 

Mr,  Johnfon,  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  Richmond,  in  Virginia,, 
found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  proceeding  to  Kentucky  ;  there  to 
jeceive  certain  fums  of  money,  due  to  his  father,  who  was  recently 
dead  ;  and  to  examine  fome  witneffes  before  the  fupreme  court  of  the. 
■ftate  of  Virginia.  Having  made  the  fame  tour  the  preceding  year,  he 
fet  out  accordingly  frpm  Richmond,  in  the  begimiing  of  the  month  of 
March,  1790,  and  proceeded  with  his  friend,  Mr,  May,  a.  great  land- 
holder in  Kentucky,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Peterfburg,  to  Kecklar's 
Station,  in  Virginia,  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  Kanhaway,  They 
found  there  James  Skuyl,  a  merchant,  of  Great  Brayer-court-houfe,  in 
Virginia,  who  was  carrying  a  large  quantity  of  merchandize  to  Ken- 
tucky. They  jointly  purchafed  one  of  the  veffels,  which,  as  they  are 
intended  merely  to  defcend  the  Ohio,  and  are  not  built  to  remount  it;^ 
have  no  more  durability  than,  is  required  for  that  purpofe,  and  are,  con- 
fequently,  fold  at  a  cheap  rate.  They  are  large  flat  bottomed  vefTels, 
without  any  deck  ;  and  are  fold  in  Limeftone  for  the  value  of  their 
timber.  That  bought  by  Mr,  Johnfon  and  his  fellow  travellers  cofl 
thirty  dollars, 

I  ftate  thefe  particulars,  though  they  may  appear  trifling,  as  they  will 
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not,  perhaps,  be  found  altogether  unufeful ;  the  emigration  to  Ken- 
tucky being  at  this  time  extremely  frequent,  and  the  way  of  proceeding 
thither  by  water  being  the  moft  expeditious,  the  Icaft  expenfivc,  and 
the  moil:  generally  chofen  of  any. 

Having  embarked  on  board  this  vefTel,  with  their  merchandize  and 
ftores,  they  defcended  the  river,  working  the  veffel  themfelves.  During 
the  whole  paffage  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  miles  thence  to 
Limeflone,  nothing  is  required  but  to  keep  the  veffel  in  the  middle  of 
the  flream,  which  is  fufficiently  rapid  to  carry  her  down,  without  the 
leafl:  affiftance  from  rowing.  At  the  confluence  of  the  Kanhaway  with 
the  Ohio,  at  Point  Pleafant,  they  found  three  other  travellers,  who 
were  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  proceed  on  the  fame  journey ;  namely, 
William  Phlyn,  of  Point  Pleafant,  a  petty  tradefman,  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  travelling  to  Kentucky  ;  and  Dolly  and  Peggy  Flem- 
ing, likewife  of  Point  Pleafant,  who  intended  to  proceed  to  Kentucky, 
under  the  protedlion  of  Phlyn,  a  relation  of  their's,  and  to  fettle  in  that 
place.  They  were  all  of  them  fully  aware,  that  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  is  not  exempt  from  danger  ;  but  they  alfo  knew,  that  inflances  of 
the  Indians  attacking  a  veffel  in  the  midft  of  the  flream  are  very  rare, 
and  that  an  attack  on  a  veffel,  with  fix  perfons  on  board,  was  altogether 
unprecedented.  They,  therefore,  made  themfelves  perfectly  eafy. 
Having  left  Point  Pleafant  on  Friday,  the  20th  of  March,  early  in  the 
morning,  they  proceeded,  during  a  paffage  of  twenty-two  hours,  with 
all  the  care,  which  the  weather,  when  favourable,  admits  of  in  thefe 
forts  of  veffels.  They  had  failed  one  hundred  and  fix  miles  ;  it  was 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  they  were  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Sciota,  and  had  a  fair  profpeift  of  reaching  LImeflone  the  next  morning, 
by  day- break.  Paffing  on  with  this  expedation,  they  heard  dreadful 
(hrieks,  proceeding  from  two  men,  who  fpoke  Englifli,  and  tol-d  them,  in 
the  moft  affecting  tone  of  grief,  that  they  had  been  taken  prifoners  by 
the  Indians,  and  had  made  their  efcape,  but  feared  to  fall  again  into  their 
hands.  They  had  not  eaten  any  thing  for  thefe  four  days  paft,  and 
entreated,  if  they  could  not  be  taken  on  board,  to  be  at  leail  lupplied 
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v.'lth  fomc  provifion,  and  thus  fared  from  the  unavoidable  danger  ot 
perllhuig  through  hunger.  The  firft  and  immediate  fentiment  of  all  the 
paffengers  impelled  them  to  fuccour  thefe  unfortunate  perfons.  But  a 
little  confideration  excited  llrong  apprehenfions  in  fome  of  them,  left  the 
affiftance,  which  they  might  afford  thefe  perfons,  fhould  throw  them- 
felves  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Johnfon,  as  well  as  Mr.  May, 
entertained  this  fear,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  was  combated  as  ground- 
lefs  by  the  other  two  men ;  and  the  two  women,  yielding  to  compaffion 
(a  feeling  more  prevalent  in  their  fex  than  our's)  declared  it  an  a6l  of 
barbarous  cruelty,  on  the  part  of  the  above  two  gentlemen,  to  oppofe  the 
faving  the  lives  of  the  above  two  perfons,  in  danger  of  inftant  death. 
Johnfon  and  May,  though  ftill  imprefled  with  the  fame  apprehenfions, 
felt  extremely  uneafy,  when  they  confidered,  that  in  confequence  of  tJicir 
prudencci  the  luifortunate  men  might,  perhaps,  periila.  They  would  not 
appear  lefs  humane  than  the  reft,  who  lliared  the  fame  danger,  and  ac- 
cordingly defended  their  opinion  with  lefs  firmnefs,  than  when  they  firft 
propofed  it.  The  two  unfortunate  men  followed  the  velfel  along  the 
fhore,  as  flae  was  carried  onwards  by  the  current.  Their  mournful  la- 
mentations, their  fcreams,  and  expreffions  of  agonizing  anguilh  and 
defpair  ftill  increafmg,  William  Phlyn,  who  derived  fome  kind  of  autho- 
rity from  his  being  accuftomed  to  this  paflage,  and  in  the  habit  of  fre- 
quenting Kentucky,  propofed  that  he  would  go  alone,  and  carry  bread  to 
the  unfortunate  fufferers,  if  his  companions  would  land  him  on  fliore. 
He  contended,  that  he  fhould  difcern  the  Indians  from  afar,  if  they  made 
their  appearance ;  that,  in  this  cafe,  the  vcffel  might  eafily  regain  the 
middle  of  the  ftream ;  and  that  he  would  make  the  journey  to  Llme- 
ftone  on  foot,  without  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  It  would 
have  been  extremely  hard  to  oppofe  this  propofal,  which  was  fccondcd 
■  by  the  two  women,  and  by  James  Skuyl.  Mr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  May, 
therefore,  yielded,  rather  out  of  weaknefs,  than  from  any  hearty  appro- 
bation of  the  mcafure.  Thev  ilecrcd  towards  the  fhore,  where  the  two 
fuffc];crs  were  dragging  themfelves  along,  as  if  torinented  by  the  mofl 
excruciating  pains.  Why  is  it,  that  humanity  and  candour  mufl  fo  fre- 
quently 
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quently  fall  vidims  to  artifice  and  fraud  ?  The  apprchenfion  of  the  two 
gentlemen  were  but  too  well  founded.  The  two  men  were  two  traitors, 
fubornedby  the  Indians  to  decoy  the  vefTel  to  the  fliore.  The  Indians  fol- 
lowed them,  at  fome  diftance,  conllantly  concealing  themfelves  behind 
trees.  The  moment  the  veffel  reached  the  fhore,  they  burft  forth,  about 
twenty-five  or  thirty  in  number,  rai'fed  a  dreadful  howl,  and  fired  on  the 
paflengers.  Two  of  them  were  killed  by  the  firft  firing,  and  the  reft,  in 
equal  aftonifliment  and  terror,  endeavoured  to  regain  the  middle  of  the 
ftream.  But  being  too  near  the  Ihore,  and  their  adivlty  and  dexterity 
being  feverely  checked  by  the  proximity  of  the  impending  danger,  they 
made  but  little  way.  The  two  perfons  killed  were  Mr.  May  and  Dolly 
Fleming.  The  Indians  continued  to  fire.  James  Skuyl  was  wounded, 
and  two  horfes,  which  were  on  board,  were  killed.  All  this  Increafed  the 
terror  of  the  three  travellers,  who  were  yet  able  to  work,  and  impaired 
their  exertions.  The  fury  of  the  Indians  increafed  in  proportion  to  their 
hope  of  fuccefs.  Some  threw  themfelves  Into  the  river,  and  fwam  to- 
wards the  fliip  ;  thofe  who  remained  on  fliore  threatened  to  fire  on  the 
paflengers,  if  they  fhould  make  the  leaft  refiftance,  and  kept  their  pieces 
conftantly  levelled  agalnft  them.  The  fwlmmers  brought  the  fliip  ac- 
cordingly on  fliore ;  and  the  unfortunate  Americans  were  obliged  to  land 
under  the  continued  howl  of  the  Indians,  which,  however,  were  no 
longer  the  accents  of  rage,  but  fliouts  of  joy,  on  account  of  the  feizure  of 
their  prey.  The  Indians  offered  them  their  hands,  which  they  fliook 
with  more  or  lefs  fatlsfadlon,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  lefs  degree 
of  fear  they  felt,  which  we  may  eafily  conceive  not  to  have  been  fmall. 
This  reception,  however,  in  fomxC  meafure  allayed  their  apprchenfion. 
While  fome  of  the  Indians  were  thus  fainting  the  prlfoners,  and  led  them 
away  from  the  fliore,  the  reft  were  bufied  in  landing  all  the  merchandize 
and  ftores.  Some  cut  wood^  and  made  a  fire.  Thefe  arrangements  were 
foon  made.  The  articles  found  in  the  fliip  were  carried  to  the  fire,  as 
well  as  the  two  unfortunate  perfons  who  had  been  fhot.  The  latter  were. 
completely  ftripped  of  their  clothes,  fcalped  on  the  fpot,  and  their  corpfes 
thrown  into  the  river.     Mr.  May  was  an  intimate  fiicnd  of  Mr.  John- 
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fon  ;  and  the  latter  is  yet  at  a  lofs  for  adequate  terms  to  exprefs  the  hor- 
ror he  felt  at  this  dreadful  fight,  which  for  fome  time  overpowered 
all  his  apprehenfion  concerning  his  oT^n  fafety.  The  fcalps  were  dried 
bv  the  fire,  to  increafe  the  trophies  of  the  tribe. 

While  the  male  prifoners  were  llripped  of  what  articles  they  had  aboiit 
them,    with  more  or  Icfs  rigour,   according  to  the  whims   of  thofe  who 
took  this  tafk  upon  them,   or  happened  to  be  the  nearefl,  the  clothes  of 
Peggy  Fleming  were  not  touched.   Mr.  Johnfon's  coat  and  waiftcoat  were 
already  pulled  off,  and  half  his  fliirt,  when  an  Indian,  who  hitherto  had  not 
concerned  himfelf  with  his  drefs,   returned  it  to  him,   and  fpoke  to  him 
w-ho  was  pulling  off"  the  fliirt,  in  a  tone  not  only  implying  cenfure,  but 
alfo  a  right  to  offer  it.     The  fame  Indian  gave  him  a  blanket,  by  way  of 
indemnification  for  the  lofs  of  his  coat  and  waiftcoat.     His  flioes  were 
taken  from  him,  and  inftead  of  them  they  gave  him  mockipous,  or  Indian 
fhoes,  made  of  dea--fkins.     His  breeches   and  ftockings   were   yet  left 
him ;  all  the  clothes  were  added  to  the  reft  of  the  booty.     The  Indians 
W"ere  now  near  feventy  in   number,  among  whom   were  about  a  dozen 
women.     Their  leader  afi'cmbled  them  around  the  fire,  and,  holding  the. 
tomahawk  in  his  hand,  addreffed  them  in  a  fpecch,  which  lafted  about 
an  hour,  and  which  he  delivered  with  great  eafe  and  fluency  of  expref- 
fion,  with  geftures,  and  in  a  tone  of  enthufiafm,  looking  frequently  up  to' 
heaven,  or  cafting  down  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  pointing  now  to  the 
prifoners,   now  to  the  river.     Almoft  at  every  phrafe  the  Indians,  who 
liftened  to  him  with  the  utmoft  attention,    expreffed  their   approbation 
and  applaufc  with  accents  of  deep,  mournful  exclamation.     The  booty 
was  divided  among  the  different  tribes,  which  Ihared  in  this  enterprize. 
The  tribe  of  the  Shawancfe,  being  the  moft  numerous,  and  that  to  which 
the  leader  belonged,  received  three  prifoners ;  and  William  Phlyn  fell  to 
the  fliare  of  the  other  tribe,  the  Cherokees.     Every  prifoner  was  given  to 
the  charge  of  an  Indian,  who  was  anfwerable  for  his  perfon.     Although 
thus  diftributed,  the  prifoners  remained  together,   and  neglcded  not  to 
ijnprove  the  liberty  allowed  them,  convcrfing  with  each  other  without 
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"The  two  men,  who  by  their  lamentations  had  decoyed  them  on  fliorc, 
now  rejoined  the  Indians,  Their  wretched  vicftims  poured  forth  againii 
them  fevere  reproaches,  though  they  were  fomewhat  foftened  by  the  tear 
of  being  overheard  by  the  Indians.  They  pleaded  neceffity,  and  that 
they  had  been  ordered  on  pain  of  death,  to  adl  as  they  did.  By  their 
accounts,  they  were  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  furprized  by  the  Indians, 
fix  months  before,  in  their  own  habitations  ;  and  had  already,  feveral 
times,  been  employed  in  fimilar  treachery.  The  ftores  found  on  board 
the  veffel  ferved  the  Indians  for  their  meals,  in  which  they  gcnerouily 
allowed  the  prifoners  to  partake.  Night  coming  on,  every  one  lay  down 
to  reft  under  the  trees.  The  prifoners  were  furrounded  by  the  tribes  to 
which  they  refpeftively  belonged,  and  fmgly  guarded  by  the  Indian,  who 
had  the  charge  of  them.  Peggy  Fleming,  who  was  never  left  by  her 
guards,  was,  this  night  in  particular,  furrounded  by  women.  Mr.  John- 
ion  was  tied  by  the  elbows ;  and  the  ends  of  the  ropes  were  fattened  to 
trees,  which  flood  far  afunder,  fo  that  it  was  altogether  impoffible  for 
him  to  lie  down.  Yet  this  was  not  deemed  fufficient.  Another  rope, 
fattened  to  a  tree,  was  tied  around  his  neck,  and  from  it  a  rattle  was  fuf- 
pended,  which,  if  he  had  made  the  leaft  motion,  would  have  awakened 
the  whole  troop.  The  reft  were  treated  nearly  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
two  white  fpies  enjoyed  the  moft  perfect  liberty.  Some  Indians  were 
ftdtioned,  at  certain  diftances,  around  the  party,  to  obfcrve  what  was  paf- 
ftng  in  the  furrounding  country. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  prifoners  were  unbound,  and  fuffcred  to  enjoy 
the  fame  liberty  as  on  the  preceding  day.  About  ten  o'clock  the  Indians, 
who  were  pofted  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  reported,  that  a  veffel  was 
dropping  down  the  river. ,  The  prifoners  were  ordered  to  join  the  other 
two,  who  yefterday  beguiled  their  prey,  and  to  exert  their  utinoft  efforts  to 
decoy  the  paftengers  in  the  fliip  on  ttiore.  It  is  cafy  to  conceive,  that  the 
horror  which  they  felt,  on  receiving  thefe  orders,  was  ftrongly  combated 
hj  the  fear  of  inftant  death,  with  which  they  were  threatened,  in  czfc  of 
difobedlence  and  refufal.  They  were,  therefore,  under  the  neccflity  of 
joining  th«  other  two  white  men.     Mr.  Johnfon,  however,  though  com- 
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pelled,  for  the  prefervation  of  his  own  hfc,  to  pretend  to  do  Ukc   the 
others,  firmly  determined  not  to  make  himfclf  guilty  of  occafioning  the 
Slavery,  or  probable  death  of  the  unfortunate  paflengers  on  board,  by  any 
voluntary  action  on   his  part ;  and,  confequently,  neither  to  make  the 
fmalleft  gefture,  nor  to  Ipcak  a  word.     And  well  might  he  fpare  himfelf 
this  trouble.     His  companions  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  to  excite 
the  compafTion  of  the  pafTengers  on  board,  who,  without  the  leaft  hefita- 
tion,  flood  in  towards  the  fhore,  to  fuccour  and  refcue  from  flavery,  thofe 
whom  they  thought  unfortunate  captives.    Scarcely  had  they  approached 
within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  fliore,  when  the  Indians,  who,   as  on  the 
preceding  day,  had  ftolen  along  behind  the  bullies,  haftened  up,  fired,  and 
Ihot  the  fix  perfons  on  board.     Shouts  of  vi6lory  fucceeded  to  the  howls 
of  barbarous  rage.     The  velTel  was  hauled  on  fhore  ;  and  two  of  the  ill- 
fated   pafiTengers,  who  were  not  yet  dead,  were  immediately  difpatched 
with  the  tomahawk.     The  fix  fcalps  were  torn  off  and  dried,   and  the 
booty  was  divided,  but  with  fewer  formalities  than  on  the  preceding  day. 
Soon  after  the  fcouts  made  fignals,  that  three  other  veffels  were  in  fight. 
The  fame  ftratagem  was  employed,   but,   for  this  time,   in  vain.     The 
families  on  board,   w^hich  were   proceeding  to  Kentucky,  did  not  appear 
to  make  any  attempt  to  deviate  from  their  courfe,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
piirfued  it  with  redoubled  adlivity.     The  Indians  fired  at  the  veffels,  but, 
from  the  breadth  of  the  Ohio,  which,  in  this  place,  is  almoft  a  mile,  the 
balls  took   no  cffeft.     Yet  the   paffengers  were  panic-ftruck.     Of  the 
three  veffels,  which  they  occupied  with  their  cattle,  they  deferted  two, 
and  joined  all  in  one  ;  believing,  that  they  might  thus  proceed  fafter, 
and   more   certainly   make  their   efcape.     The   other  two  veffels   they 
abandoned   to  the  ffrcam.   .  This  meafiare  infpired   the   Indians  with  a 
!iope  of  fcizing  them,  which  they  would  never   have   attempted,   if  the 
paffengers,  without  leaving  thcfc  two  veffels,  had  ftedfaftly  purfued  their 
courfe.     The  Indians,  who,  in  all  their  entcrprizes,  are  rather  animated 
by  a  thirll  for  plunder  than  by  real   courage,  never  venture   upon  an  at- 
tack, without  being  convinced,  that  they  are  fuperior  in  ftrcngth  ;  a  con- 
vi<5llon,  which  they  do  not  readily  admit.    Infpiritcd  by  their  number,  by 
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the  obvious  panic  of  their  enemies,  and  by  the  feparation  of  their  means 
of  defence,  they  refolvcd  on  purfuing  them.  Having  on  the  preceding 
day  captured  two  veflels,  they  went  on  board,  Embarked  their  prifoners, 
and,  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  purfued  the  fleeing  fhip.  The  two  veflels, 
which  had  been  abandoned  to  the  ftream,  foon  £&\l  into  their  hands ; 
but,  not  fatisfied  with  their  capture,  they  were  bent  upon  taking  the 
third,  which  they  purfued  with  redoubled  exertion,  railing  dreadful 
howls,  and  difcharging  all  their  pieces ;  but  their  fire  proved  as  inefFeftual 
as  their  other  exertions.  The  fugitive  veflel  having  gained  confiderably 
the  ftart  of  them,  approached  a  fpot,  where  the  Indians  feared  to  en- 
counter new  enemies.  They  were,  accordingly,  obliged  to  relinquifh  their 
defign,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  the  rich  booty,  which  had  already 
fallen  into  their  hands.  It  confifted  of  effedts,  flores,  and  other  valuable 
articles,  belonging  to  the  four  families,  which  had  jointly  emigrated  from 
Virginia,  to  fettle  in  Kentucky.  They  brought  every  thing  on  Ihore ; 
and,  without  diflributing  the  whole,  fell  eagerly  onfome  eafks  of  whifky. 
They  drank  fo  largely,  that  all  of  them  were  foon  intoxicated.  Six  or 
feven,  to  whom  was  committed  the  charge  of  guarding  the  booty,  and 
who  had  been  ordered,  at  the  beginning  of  thefe  Bacchanalian  revels,  to 
drink  with  moderation,  retained  alone  the  ufe  of  their  fenfes.  All  the 
reft  lay  buried  in  a  profound  fleep  ;  and,  among  them,  the  leader  of  the 
party,  and  the  guards  of  the  prifoners.  William  Phlyn  himfelf  had 
drunk  fo  much  whifky,  as  to  be  in  the  fame  fitaation  with  his  mafters. 
Mr.  Johnfon's  mind  was  too  deeply  afFed:ed  by  his  dreadful  fituation,  to 
Ihare  in  this  difgufting  banquet.  Totally  abforbed  in  the  contemplation, 
of  the  dangers  and  miferies  that  awaited  him,  and  eagerly  defirous  of 
warding  them  off,  if  poffible,  he  conceived,  that  the  profound  fleep  of 
all  the  Indians  around  him  might  afford  the  means  of  efcape,  and  commu- 
nicated his  idea  to  James  Schuyl,  who  was  lying  by  his  fide.  The  vef- 
fels  were  faftened  to  ftakes  along  the  fliore,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
them ;.  the  fucceis  of  their  enterprize  depended  merely  on  their  ftealing 
thither  unobferved,  throwing  themfelves  into  the  firft  veffel  they  fliould: 
find,  the  night  being  very  dark,  and  abandon  her  to  the  ftream.    Succef= 
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appeared  as  certain,  if  they  could  reach  the  veflcls,  as  inftant  death,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  they  were  apprehended.  James  Skiiyl  the  more  rea-- 
dlly  embraced  this  proje<^t,  as,  but  half  an  hour  before,  he  cfcapcd  death 
in  a  manner  littie  fliort  of  a  miracle.  An  Indian  ran  up  to  him,  in  the 
firft  fit  of  drunken  madnefs,  with  the  dreadful  knife  in  his  hand,  to  fcalp 
him,  and  would  certainly  have  accompliflied  his  purpofe,  but  for  the  in- 
terference of  two  other  Indians,  lefs  inebriated  than  he  was,  who  checked 
his  fury.  The  laft  words  of  this  converfation  were  uttered  in  a  voice  fo 
very  low,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  conceive  they  fliould  have  been  under- 
ftood  by  an  Indian,  who  lay  at  a  confiderable  dillance,  though  he  were 
even  poffeiTed  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Englilh  tongue  ;  yet  he  arofe,  and 
and  tied  them  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  preceding  night,  without  View- 
ing, however,  the  leall  pallion,  nay,  without  fpeaking  a  word. 

Thus  the  pleafnig  hopes  of  the  two  prifoners  were  blaii:ed  on  a  fudden, 
and  converted  into  renewed  defpair.  Tied  faft  to  trees,  Separated  from 
each  other,  con-\dnced,  by  experience,  that  they  were  clofely  watched, 
without  the  leaft  intermiffion,  even  in  moments  when  they  might  imagine 
themfelves  to  be  totally  unguarded ;  they  could  not  but  fuppofe  them- 
felves  doomed  to  a  flate  of  hopelefs  mifery.  The  remembrance  of  all 
they  had  heard  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Indians  towards  their  prifoners,  op- 
preffed  their  minds  with  conftant  horror.  They  were  aware,  that  they 
would  be  yielded  up  to  the  groffefb  infults,  and  to  lingering,  cruel,  and 
varied  torments.  They  confidered  the  Indians,  who  were  lying  around 
them  in  a  ftate  of  fenfelefs,  brutifh  intoxication,  as  the  inftruments  of 
their  tortures.  It  was  with  thefe  painful  ideas,  that  the  two  unfortunate 
prifoners  paffed  the  remainder  of  the  night.  At  break  of  day,  the  fur- 
rounding  troop  awoke  ;  they  were  untied  ;  and  this  day,  the  third  of  their 
captivity,  was  fpent  in  continued  revels,  kept  up  with  the  whifky,  which 
had  been  left  the  preceding  day.  The  leader,  probably  from  an  opinion 
that  his  expedition  had  already  proved  fufficiently  produftive,  proclaimed 
his  will  on  the  next  following  day,  that  it  fhould  be  clofed  ;  and  the  dif- 
ferent tribes,  which  had  taken  a  fharc  in  it,  fet  out  on  their  way  home. 
They  all  inhabited  the   neighbourhood   of  the  lakes   Ontario  and  Eric. 
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The  leader  of  the  moft  nvimerous  ttibe  was  a  Shawanefe  ;  the  refi-  were 
Lower  Creeks,  Wyandats,  Muigoes,  Othenwages,  Delawares,  Ottawas, 
Chepawas,  and  Cherokees. 

Johnfon,  Jacob  Skuyl,  and  Peggy  Fleming,  as  has  already  been  ob- 
ferved,  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  Shawanefe,  forty  of  which  tribe  were 
prefent  in  this  expedition.  They  left  the  Ohio  together ;  while  William 
Phlyn  departed  with  the  Cherokees.  On  the  firft  day's  journey,  Johnfon 
was  ordered  to  lead  a  cow,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  booty,  found  on 
board  the  two  deferted  veifels.  Jacob  Skuyl,  being  wounded,  had  no- 
thing to  do,  but  follow  the  troop..  Peggy  Fleming,  who  was  flir- 
rounded  by  men  and  women  by  turns,  could  go  wherever  flie  pleafed. 
They  were  all  three  at  liberty  toiconverfe  as  they  chofe,  without  the  In- 
dians having  hitherto  conceived  the  fmalleft  diftruft.  The  vail;  booty, 
which  had  fallen  to  the  lliare  of  this  tribe,  was,  in  part,  transported  on 
horfes,  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  found  in  the  veflels,  and  in  part  carried 
by  Indians,  who,  at  times,  loaded  Mr.  Johnfon  with  part  of  their 
burden.  The  firft'  day's  journey  was  but  five  miles.  The  Shawanefe 
halted  in  a  beautiful  vale,  where,  under  ftraggling  trees,  about  forty 
horfes  were  grazing,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  expedition,  had  been 
taken  from  the  different  travellers,  and  fent  to  this  fpot..  They  had 
adopted  this  meaftire,  becaufe  they  were  to  return  this  way.;  and  it,  be-^ 
fides,  fupplied  the  horfes  with  food  in  the  utmoft  abundance.  The  cow 
was  killed  the  firft  day,  roaftcd,  and  devoured.  What  had  not  been 
eaten,  was  left  behind  the  next:  morning,  when  they  fet  out  to  renew 
their  journey.  The  leader,  with  eight  or  ten  Indians,  had,  by  this  time, 
kft  the.  troop,  mounted  the  beft  horfes,  and  rodeotfto  reach  their  habi- 
tations, before  the  arrival  of  the  reft.  They  took  Peggy  Fleming  with 
them,  who,  for  the  prefervation  of  her  life,  did  all  fhe  could  to  pleafe  th& 
leader,  and  the  other  Indians,  on  whom  fhe  depended.  Her  good  and 
playful  humour  infured  her  fuccefs.  She  was  carried  off  on  one  of  the 
beft  horfes,  and  the  apprehenfions  of  her  future  fate  were  loft  in  the  plea- 
fure  of  her  journey.  Her  two  companions  in  misfortune,  unable  to 
charm  their  mafters,  as  llie  did,  continued  their  journey  in  the  fame  man- 
ner 
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ner,  in  which  they  had  begun  it ;  except  that  they  had  nothing  to  carry, 
as  the  horfes  were  more  numerous:  the  cow  too  had  been  killed.  The 
troop  breakfafted  on  fome  fait  meat  they  had  found  on  board  the  veffels, 
dnd  on  the  remains  of  the  meals  of  the  preceding  day,  and  then  moved 
farther  onward.  About  twelve  o'clock  they  halted.  The  game  killed 
by  the  huntfmen  was  drefled,  and  the  time  of  their  halting  was  fre- 
quently determined  by  the  good  or  bad  luck  of  the  chace.  They  fmoked 
their  pipes  before  and  after  dinner,  and  then  fet  out  again  to  purfue  their 
journey,  until  about  an  hour  before  night-fall.  At  this  time  they  Hopped 
to  eat  their  evening  meal,  which  was  much  like  the  dinner,  ufually 
fmoked  a  pipe  in  profound  fdcnce,  and  then  lay  down  to  reft  on  hides. 
The  prilbners  were  conftantly  tied  at  night,  and  the  journey  was  pur- 
flic-d  in  the  fame  unvaried  manner.  During  the  march,  fome  Indians, 
generally  the  huntfmen,  formed  a  kind  of  van-guard,  and  others  brought 
up  the  rear,  at  fome  diftance,  to  watch  whether  the  troop  were  pur- 
fued ;  for  both  the  miftruft  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Indians  are  very 
great.  The  main  body  marched  as  they  chofe,  without  the  leaft  order. 
If  game  was  efpicd,  either  by  the  main  body  or  the  rear-guard,  they 
killed  it.  But  the  van-guard  feemed  in  particular  charged  with  this 
duty.  No  more  game  is  killed,  than  what  is  required  for  the  next  meal ; 
and  the  woods  are  filled  with  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  preclude  all  appre- 
henllon  in  regard  to  future  fubfiftence.  The  game  killed  Ls  cut  into  large 
pieces,  and  put  on  ftakes  driven  into  the  ground.  The  cookery  is  per- 
formed by  the  women.  The  Indians,  on  lighting  their  j&rcs,  take  pecu- 
liar care  not  to  fet  fire  to  the  neighbouring  trees. 

The  prifoners,  we  may  eafily  conceive,  profited  by  the  liberty  they 
•enjoyed  of  keeping  conftantly  together.  Their  melancholy  converfation 
breathed  defpair  in  confequence  of  th^ir  having  miffed  the  laft  favour- 
able opportunity  of  efcape,  rather  than  hope  of  meeting  with  another. 
Yet  this  hope,  chimerical  as  it  might  appear,  was  not  entirely  abandoned. 
The  chief  of  the  troop  had  conceived  fome  miftruft  from  their  being 
conftantly  together  ;  and  his  apprehenfion  encreafcd  at  the  fight  of  a 
knife,  which  Mr.  Johnfon  inadvertently  drew  out  of  his  pocket,  arui 

which 
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which  he  had  carefully  preferved  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  the  ropes, 
with  which  he  was  tied  at  night,  if  any  favourable  opportunity  fliould 
offer.  On  the  prifoners  being  again  fearched,  a  few  guineas  were  found 
in  the  pocket  of  James  Skuyl,  which  had  been  overlooked  at  the  firft 
fearch,  and  which  heightened  the  miflruil.  The  firft  means  to  which 
the  Indians  reforted  for  their  fecurity  were,  to  ftrip  both  the  unfortunate 
prifoners  of  their  breeches,  inftead  of  which  they  were  furnifhed  with 
a  fliort  apron,  tied  round  their  hips,  and  reaching  half  way  down  their 
thighs,  which  cloathed  them  in  the  Indian  faftiion.  Their  fhirts  were 
exchanged  for  coarfer  ones.  Yet  all  thefe  precautions  were  not  fufficient, 
to  allay  the  fears  of  their  keepers.  On  the  next  morning  the  Chief  or- 
dered the  troop  to  feparate  into  two  divifions  ;  and  James  Skuyl  to  pro- 
ceed with  one,  while  Johnfbn  continued  with  the  other ;  they  were  both 
to  reach  the  fame  place  of  deftination  by  different  roads. 

This  new  feparation  proved  extremely  painful   to  Mr.  Johnfon  ;  the 
fellowlhip  in  misfortune  had   converted  a  four-days  acquaintance  into 
the  moft  intimate  friendfliip.     Skuyl  was  his  fupport,  his  hope,  the  only 
being  with  whom  he  could  aflbciate;  yet  him  he  loft,  left  alone  in  nature's 
vaft  domain,   and  given  up  entirely  to  his  grief  and  apprehenfions,  con- 
fiderably  heightened  by  this   lofs.     The  feparation  from  a   dearly  be- 
loved wife,  Mr.  Johnfon  faid,  could  hardly  affedl  the  heart  with  keener 
pangs,  than  he  felt  on  being  torn  from  this  four-days  friend.     Yet  how 
was  he  to  oppofe  the  iron-hand  of  neceffity  ? ,    A  wife  man,  and  this  is 
his  chief  merit,   refigns  himfelf  to  calamities  he  cannot  avert :   thus  did 
Mr.  Johnfon.    He  foon  determined  on  concealing,  as  much  as  pofTible, 
bis  painful  fenfations,   and,  under  the  appearance  of  ferenity,   to  beguile 
the  miftruft  of  his  mafters.     He  was  powerfully  fupported  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  defign  by  an  innate  firmnefs,   calmnefs,   and  cheerfulnefs  of 
temper.     Though  the  hideous  image  of  impending  death  would  often 
prefs  upon  his  mind,   he  found  fome   confolation   in  the  thought,  that 
not  every  prifoner  is  irrevocably  doomed  by  the  Indians  to  fufFer  death  ; 
but,  that,  at  times,  they  employ  their  captives  to  afTift  them  in  hunting,  or 
-adopt  them  as  members  of  their  tribes.  He  has  repeatedly  allured  me,  that 
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even  in  moments  of  the  moft  imminent  danger,  during  his  captivity  his 
fpirits  never  failed  him  for  any  length  of  time.  A  ray  of  hope  would  con- 
■ftantly  re-animate  his  courage,  though,  wanting  probability,  it  quickly 
Aaniflied  ;  but,  though  lefs  miferable  than  many  others  would  have  been 
in  his  fituation,  he  was  conftantly  wretched. 

The  famenefs  of  the  remaining  journey  was  not   chequered  by   any 
remarkable  events.     The  marches  Avere  longer  or  fhorter  in  proportion 
to  the  game  they  killed,  to  the  duration  of  their  fleep  at  noon,  and  to  the 
delight  they  found  in  fmoaking  their  pipes.     But  their  length   efpecially 
depended  on  the  will   of  the  chief,   and  the  advice  of  the   conjurors. 
Their  dreams  frequently  alter  the  direction  of  their  journies.     They  fell 
in  with  feveral  wandering  troops  of  Indians,   which  caufed  a  longer  or 
lliorter  delay,   according  to  the  hour  at  which  they  met.     At  times  the 
two  troops  would  dine  together ;  but  they  never  parted  without  hav- 
ing informed  each  other  of  their  exploits,   and  exhibited  their  prifoners 
with  pride  and   ollentation.     At  night  Mr.  Johnfon  was  always  tied 
loofer  or  tighter  according  to  the  whim  of  the  Indian,   who  undertook 
this  charge,  without  always  belonging  to  his  guards,  being  fometimes  de- 
puted by  one  of  them,  who  had  perhaps  foine  bufuicfs  in  front  or  rear  of 
the  troop  ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  deputy  would  often  endeavour  to  jufi;ify  the 
confidence  placed  in  him,  by  tying  his  prifoner  as  clofely  as  he  could.  One 
liight  he  was  tied  fo  tightly,   that  the  ropes  cut  deep  into  his  arms,  and 
were  covered  by  the  fwelling  they  occafioned.    Yet  he  dared  not  to  com- 
phiin,  for  the  whole  party  being  interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  prifoners, 
every  meafure  tending  to  that  purpofe  could  not   but  obtain   univerfal 
approbation.     At  another  time  he  was  beaten  by  the  chief  for  no  other 
reafon  than  the  ill  humour  of  this  brute,  yet  he  dared  not  to  miirmur. 
Once  he  was  fevcrely  beaten  by  an  Indian  from  a  mere  brutifh  defirc  of 
ufmg  him  thus  ;   but  this  time  his  patience  forfook  him.     He  returned 
the  blows  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  troop.     They  faid  he  had 
proved  hlmfelf  a  man  ;   none  but  women  fubmitted  to   fuch   treatment 
without  oppofition.     From  that  time  he  obferved,  or  fancied,   that  they 
treated    hin^   with   more    refpcd.      In  the  meanwhile  the  real  com- 
mander 
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mander  or  chief  of  the  troop  rejohied  them,  after  two  days  feparation. 
Haling  altered  his  idea  of  reaching  home  Iboner  than  the  reft,  he  rcfolved 
on  fcouring  the  woods  with  his  Indians,  and  it  was  by  inere  accident  he 
fell  in  with  the  troop  from  which  he  had  feparated.  Peggy  Flemming 
was  with  them,  apparently  much  habituated  to  their  mafters,  as  flie  pre- 
ferred their  protection  to  the  company  of  Mr.  Johnfon.  A  few  days  after 
tlie  troop  met  a  negro  laden  with  whillty.  He  was  the  flave  of  an  In- 
dian, who  was  hunting  in  the  woods,  and  had  commlllioned  him  to  fell 
this  liquor.  Within  a  fhort  time  the  negro  fold  his  whole  ftock,  and 
followed  the  troop,  waiting  for  his  mafter.  The  Indians  halted  foon  after 
to  drink  their  whiflcy  with  more  cafe,  and  to  prepare  for  their  entrance 
into  Sandufky,  which  was  diftant  but  a  few  days  journey.  Their  prepa- 
rations confifted  in  the  complete  procefs  of  an  Indian  toilette,  that  is  to 
fay,  they  touched  up  and  refreflied  the  colours  w-ith  which  the  Indians 
are  accuftomed  to  paint  both  the  face  and  body.  Every  one  is  at  liberty 
to  paint  himfelf  after  his  own  fancy,  except  that  they  all  wear  one  cer- 
tain mark  either  on  their  breaft  or  arms.  A  black  paint,  prepared  of 
charcoal,  and  a  red,  compofed  of  minium  and  cinnabar,  are  moft  fre- 
quently ufed.  The  whole  body  and  face  are  plaftered  with  thefe  paints. 
They  fuiFer  their  hair  to  grow  only  about  the  fcalp  ;  and  cut  off  the  reft, 
clofe  to  the  head,  either  in  irregular  lines,  proceeding  from  the  eyes  and 
the  root  of  the  nofe,  and  branching  out  from  this  central  point  in  vari- 
ous forms,  or  parallel  lines  extending  near  each  other  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion. At  times  it  is  a  fort  of  hair-drefs,  on  which  apparently  no  care  is 
beftowed.  But  the  fad;  is,  that  they  attend  to  this  fort  of  ornament 
with  a  peculiar  care,  and  pafs  whole  hours  before  their  looking-glafs, 
■  which  they  carry  conftantly  about  them  to  complete  their  drefiing.  This 
they  value  as  highly  as  the  handfomeft  European  coquette  can  do  ;  and 
are  as  much  pleafcd,  when  it  is  finlflaed  to  their  fatisfaftion,  as  flic 
may  be.  On  fuch  days  they  pluck  off  the  hair  from  the  eye-brows  and 
beard,  with  more  cai^e,  than  they  ufually  beftow  on  this  operation..-  As  to 
the  common  mark  or  fign,  which  they  wear  painted  on  their  breaft  or 
arms,  it  is  generally  the  image  of  fome  animal.     That  of  the  tribe  of  the 
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Shawanefe  was  a  wolf.  The  women  wear  it  in  common  with  the  men  ; 
but  they  paint  only  the  cheek-bones,  for  the  moft  part,  red.  They  fuf- 
pend  fmall  filver  or  iron  rings  from  the  whole  cartilaginous  part  of  the 
ear.  The  men  wear  them  in  the  nofc.  Either  fex  generally  wxars  a 
filver  collar,  from  v/hich  a  crofs  is  fufpendcd.  A  fliort  fliirt,  reaching 
down  to  the  apron,  which  is  tied  roiind  the  hips,  is  the  common  drefs  of 
both  fexes  ;  in  cold  weather  they  throw  a  fliort  mantle  round  the  llioul- 
ders.  Such,  at  leaft,  are  the  drefs  and  fineries  of  the  Shawanefe.  Nearly 
all  the  tribes  vary  in  this  refpeft,  as  well  as  in  nnany  others.  After  the 
company  were  thus  arrayed,  they  proceeded  on  their  journey.  The  ne- 
gro fpoke  Englifh  ;  and,  as  the  Indians  entertained  no  miflruft  againll 
him,  he  had  it  in  his  power,  to  impart  to  Mr.  Johnfon  fome  interefting 
information,  which,  though  not  calculated  to  inlpire  the  prifoners  with 
hope,^  yet  proved  to  him  extremely  valuable  and  important.  The  troop 
was  foon  joined  by  the  mafter  of  the  negro,  and  fhortly  after  by  two 
other  Indians,  who  took  Mr.  Johnfon  by  the  hand,  and  condudied  him  ta 
the  chief,  whom  they  feemed  to  addrcfs  in  a  fuppllant  manner,  and  Avith 
an  air  of  fubmlffion.  At  the  clofe  of  an  hour's  converfation,  the  fubje^tof 
which  was  the  prlfoner,  and  after  the  petitioners  had  delivered  two  gal- 
lons of  whlfky,  moflly  quaffed  by  the  chief,  Mr.  Johnfon  was  furren- 
dered  to  them  and  carried  off.  All  his  ideas  were  abforbed  by  the  prof- 
ped:  of  certain  deftru<5lion,  v^hich  impreffed  his  mind  ;  every  ray  of  hoj5C 
vanifhed  for  a  moment  ;  every  perception  was  loft ;  he  dared  not  to  allc 
the  negro,  who,  in  conjunftion  with  his  mafter,  had  joined  the  two  In- 
dians ;  ignorant  as  he  was,  whether  he  might  not  be  conne<5l:ed  w  1th 
thenn  ;  whether  the  compaffion,  he  feemed  to  fhew,  were  not  an  artifice 
to  betray  him  ;  whether  he  were  not,  perhaps,  his  moft  cruel  enemy,  his 
executioner  !  For  fome  time  he  moved  on.  in  filence,  and  fecret  defpair  ; 
but,  being  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the  torturing  idea  of  the  uncertainty 
of  his  fate,  he,  at  laft,  with  great  timidity,  had  recourfe  to  the  negro,  and 
learned  from  him,  that  one  of  the  two  Indians,  to  whom  he  now  be- 
longed, having  fome  time  ago  killed  an  Indian  of  the  tribe  of  the  Min- 
gocs,  he  was  bound  by  the  laws  of  the  tribe,  to  furnilh  a  perfon  inftead  of 

the 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT  LtANCOURT.  205 

the  Indian  flain,  or,   in  default  of  this,   to  be  hlmfelf  furrendered  up  to 
the  vengeance  of  his  family  ;  that,  being  too  poor  to  buy  a  prifoner,  he 
had  prevailed  upon  the  Shawanefe  by  his  entreaties,  and   perfuaded  the 
chief,  by  means  of  the  w^hifky,  to  make  him  a  prcfent  of  Johnfon,  fo 
that  he  now  pertained  to  the  tribe  of  the  Mingoes,  but  that  previoufly  to 
his  being  delivered  up  to  them  he  would  pafs  a  few  days  at  his  mafler's, 
who  was  a  neighbour  of  the  two  Indians.     The  profpeft  of  flavery  was 
pleafmg  to  Mr.  Johnfon  ;  he  was  happy  even  at  this  price  to  preferve  his 
life,  the  lofs  of  which  had  been  conftaritly  before  his  eyes.     He   deemed 
hlmfelf  more  fortunate,  as  he  entertained  a  hope,  that  by  fome  means  or 
other  he  might  be  able  to  Ihorten  the  period  of  his  captivity.     He  jour- 
neyed on  about  four  days  with  his  new  mafters,   and  lived  with  them   in 
the  fame  manner  as  with  the  former,   except  that  he  was   not  tied  at 
night.     His  old  mafters  had  given  him  back  his  clothes,   and,   on  com- 
paring his  prefent  fituation  with   his  former,    and  efpecially  with   that 
which  he  expefted  in  anxious  fufpenfe,  he  felt  happy.    But  this  happinefs 
was  not  of  long  duration.     His  unlucky  liars  would  have  it  fo,.  that  after 
four  days  marching  he  again  fell  in  with   the   Shawanefe.     The  chief, 
who  had  now  become  fober,  was  no  longer  fo  generous  as  before,  and  re- 
gretted his  former  generofity.    He  demanded  Mr.  Johnfon  from  the  two 
Indians,  but  was  refufed.     The  two  Indians  referred  to  the  teflimony  of 
the  negro  and  his  mafter,  which  was  In  their  favour  ;  but,  the  Shawanefe 
being  the  ftronger  party,  they  proceeded  from  demands  to  menaces,  and 
from  menaces  to  ad;s  of  violence  ;  the  two  Indians,  deftitute  of  all  means 
of  defence,  were  eafily  conquered  ;  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  torn  from  the  Sha- 
wanefe, was  replunged  into  his  former  anxiety  and  mifery.     His  fitua- 
tion appeared  to  him  the  more  defperate,  as  a  French  merchant  of  Ca- 
nada, who,  being  Informed  by  the  Indians,  that  the  Shawanefe  had  a 
white  prifoner  with  them,  came  to  redeem  him.,  but  had  met  with  a  re- 
fufal  from  the  chief,  who  told  him,  that  he  meant  to  lead  him  with  the 
other  booty  in  triumph  through  his  town.     The  merchant  promlfed  Mr. 
Johnfon,  to  renew  his  application  the  nest  morning,  but  the  latter  had 
renounced  all  hope.     The   merchant  actually  came  the  next  morning. 


according 
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according  to  his  promife,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  prifoner,  arM 
made  fe^■eral  trifling  bargains  with  the  Indians ;  but  all  his  applications 
concerning  Johnfon  v/ere  in  vain.  The  unfortunate  young  man,  there- 
fore, had  no  hope  left,  but  what  the  profped  of  occurrences,  incidental 
to  a,  journey  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  adual  diftance  ot  his 
place  of  deftination,  could  afford.  An  event,  with  which  his  moft  fan- 
guine  hopes  could  not  have  flattered  him,  foon  took  place.  The  Shawa- 
nefe,  proceeding  on  their  journey,  met  an  Indian  with  a  horfe  loaded 
with  whiflcy ;  part  of  the  booty  was  quickly  exchanged  for  fome  bar- 
rels. The  next  morning  the  remainder  of  the  booty  went  the  fame 
way,  and  on  the  following  day  they  paid  the  Indian  for  what  whiiky  he 
had  left  in  horfes,  which  they  had  brought  with  them  from  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.  The  Shawanefe  paflTed  flx  days  in  a  ilate  of  continual  in- 
toxication, and  continued  drinking  until  they  had  nothing  left  to  drink. 
Afliaraed  to  return  to  their  tribe  without  any  trophies,  but  one  Angle  pri- 
foner, they  determined  on  another  expedition,  in  which  Mr.  Johnfon  was 
to  co-operate.  Yet,  on  mature  deliberation,  they  found  it  flill  more  advife- 
able,  to  fell  the  prifoner,  in  order  to  be  able,  to  drink  whifky,  and  drink  it 
largely,  previoufly  to  their  taking  the  field  again.  The  exprefTion  of  vehe- 
mence and  favagenefs  in  their  faces,  which  was  heightened  by  the  fumes 
of  whifky,  not  yet  altogether  evaporated,  greatly  encreafed  Mr.  John- 
fon's  uneafincfs  during  thefe  debates.  It  was  in  vain  his  woe-worn  mind 
endeavoured  to  find  out  their  objed:,  ^vhen  the  following  morning  he 
was  called  to  the  two  chiefs,  who  ordered  him  to  mount  a  horfe,  and 
pufli  on  with  them  as  fafl:  as  he  could.  He  now  imagined,  that  his  lafc 
hour  v/as  come,  but  this  time  his  fear  was  not  of  long  duration.  The 
place  whither  he  was  conduded  was  not  above  live  miles  dillant  ;  it  was 
the  habitation  of  Mr.  Duchgquet,  the  merchant  whom  he  had  already 
feen.  After  fome  glalTes  of  whiiky  had  been  drunk,  the  bargain  was 
foon  flruck  ;  fix  hundred  fmall  fllver  fliirt  buckles,  fuch  as  the  common 
people  wear,  conltituted  the  ranfom,  amounting  to  twenty-flve  Louis  d'or. 
Mr.  Johnibn's  happincfs  may  be  cafily  conceived,  but  he  did  not  yet  feel 
It  in  its  whole  extent ;    which  is  generally  the  cafe  in  fuddcn  tranfitions 

from 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEPOUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  207 

from  extreme  wretchednefs  to  a  ftate  of  feliclt)'  and  peace.  This  rapid 
and  complete  delivery  from  death  and  bondage  appeared  to  him  like  a 
dream,  in  which  he  dared  not  to  indulge.  Mr.  Duchoquet  endeavoured 
to  convince  him  of  the  reality  of  his  happy  ficuation,  and  he  began  to 
believe  in  it,  when  the  next  morning  the  two  Indians,  who  had  con- 
duced him  thither,  again  made  their  appearance.  Mr.  Duchoquet  was 
himfelf  of  opinion,  that  they  came  to  refcind  the  agreement,  and  con- 
firmed his  new  gueft  in  the  determination  he  had  formed,  to  fell  his  life 
dear,  when  one  of  the  Indians  came  up  to  him  unarmed,  and  fald  fmil- 
ing,  that  on  the  preceding  day  he  had  forgotten  fomething,  which  be- 
longed to  him,  which  mofl  certainly  he  muft  have  milled,  and  which 
they  came  to  return  to  him.  It  was  a  code  of  laws  for  Virginia,  which  his 
matters  had  left  him  during  his  journey.  Mr.  Johnfon  was  lefs  fenfible 
of  the  delicacy  of  this  condud:,  which  even  among  refined  Europeans 
would  have  been  confidered  as  a  proof  of  great  attention,  than  happy  on 
account  of  the  perfed  fecurity,  which  this  behaviour  of  his  former  maf- 
ters  guaranteed  to  him,  and  which  continued  undiflurbed  by  any  farther 
accident.  . 

Not  being  able  to  reach  the  fettled  parts  of  America  without  a  guide, 
he  was  necelTitated  to  wait  the  feafon,  when  Mr.  Duchoquet  ufually 
went  to  Canada.  Until  that  period  he  continued  with  him  in  his  habi- 
tation, and  aififted  him  in  his  trade  with  the  Indians.  This  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  getting  acquainted  with  feveral  tribes,  whofe  manners 
and  cufloms  differed  but  little  from  thofe  of  the  Shawaneie.  Unac- 
quainted with  their  language,  he  could  not  himfelf  collect  much  informa- 
tion concerning  them  ;  and  befides,  he  was  too  much  occupied  by  his 
eager  defire  of  being  reftored  to  his  family  and  friends,  to  ftudy  the  man- 
ners and  habits  of  favages,  whom  hfe  was  anxious  to  quit.  He  learned, 
however,  from  his  hoft,  that  all  the  tribes  in  that  neighbourhood  believe 
in  a  Supreme  Being,  and  in  the  duration  of  the  exiflance  of  tlie  foul- 
after -the  clofe  of  this  mortal  life.  They  hold,  that  the  punifliment  of 
thofe,  who  have  rendered  themfelves  guilty  of  wicked  deeds,  and  with 
them  none  are  wicked  deeds  but  inactivity  and  cowardice  in  hunting  and 
warfare,  and  perfidy  to  their  friends,  confifts,  in  their  being  removed  after 

death 
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death  into  unhealthy  woods,  where  there  is  no  other  game  but  fmall  blrds^ 
while  they,  who  have  conftantly  obferved  an  honefl,  gallant  condu'il,  are 
tranfplantcd  into  forcils,  abounding  with  the  largcfl  game,  of  which  the 
numbers  never  diminifla.  He  farther  was  informed  by  his  hoft,  that  In- 
dian women,  called  in  their  language  fquaws,  are  kept  by  their  hufbands 
in  a  fort  ot  flavery,  frequently  beaten,  and  in  cafe  of  adultery  often 
maimed  by  them — a  punllhment  which  they  are  much  inclined  to  in- 
A\A.  Girls,  or  unmarried  w^omen,  on  the  contrary  enjoy  full  liberty,  to 
gratify  their  defires  as  they  pleafe  ;  and  fo  far  from  their  forfeiting  by 
this  gratification  the  efteem  of  the  men,  a  Vv-oman  is  held  in  little  efti- 
mation  by  the  Indians,  who,  previous  to  her  marriage,  has  not  been  en- 
gaged in  fome  amorous  intrigue  :  "  for,"  fay  they,  "  difdained  as  flae  has 
been  by  all  men,  fhe  is  unworthy  of  love."  According  to  his  obferva- 
tion,  the  Shawanefe  are  lazy,  imprudent,  melancholy,  filent,  and  with- 
out thought  for  the  coming  day.  As  to  the  general  charader  of  the  In- 
dians, he  knew,  that,  whatever  ads  of  cruelty  they  may  exercife  againft 
their  prifoners,  in  particular  againfl  fuch,  as  they  take  in  time  of  war, 
they  are  in  their  friendfhip  true  and  faithful  to  a  degree,  which  has  long 
become  obfolete  among  civilized  nations. 

At  the  beginning  of  June  Mr,  Duchoquet  fet  out  with  his  gueft  on 
his  journey  to  Canada.     Lake  Erie  was  but  fifty  miles  diftant.     They 
embarked  there  for  Detroit,  where  Mr.  Duchoquet  refides.     But,  before 
they  reached  Lake  Erie,  they  had  to  pafs   the  fmall  lake  Sandufky.     A 
violent  guft  of  wind  drove  them  to  a  fmall  illand  in  the  middle  of  this 
Jake,  inhabited  by  two   Indian  tribes.     Mr.  Johnfon  was  there  invited 
with  his  friend  to  a  grand  feall,  given  by  a  family  in  celebration  of  the 
recovery  of  an  Indian  lady.     The  feaft  confilled  of  a  grand   meal,  pre- 
ceded by  a  great  deal  of  dancing  around  a  large  fire.     Almoll  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  ifland  were  invited.     A   fmall   painted  ftick  fupplics 
among  the  Indians  the  ufe  of  our  cards  of  invitation  .;  and  thefe  dances, 
.thefe  banquets,  and  large  fires,  arc  religious  rites,  deemed  by  the  Indians 
extremely  eiiicacious  in  curing  their  fick  ;   in  all  probability  they  Icfs  ob- 
iirudl  their  recovery  at  leaft,  tlian  the  prefcriptions  vt'  many  phyficians 
might  do. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Johnfon  reached  Detroit  on  the  13th  of  June  ;  and  there  fepa- 
i-ated  from  Mr.  Duchoquet.  The  Enghfli  governor  ordered  him  to  be 
conveyed  acrofs  Lake  Erie  in  a  king's  yacht.  Thence  he  went  in  an- 
other vefiel  to  the  celebrated  catara£t  of  Niagara,  to  conceive  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  which,  is  beyond  the  powers  of  human  fancy.  From  this 
ftupendous  water-fall  he  proceeded  in  a  boat  along  the  banks  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  thence  on  the  river  Ofwego  to  Albany,  New  York,  and 
Virginia,  where,  having  been  affli6led  fix  weeks  by  fate,  favages,  and 
mufquitoes,  he  rejoined  his  family,  whom  he  had  utterly  defpaired  of 
ever  feeing  again ;  happy,  that  fo  many  fufferings  terminated  in  this  for- 
tunate, but  unexpected  event. 

The  Hl/iory  of  Peggy  Flemming. 

l^eggy  Flemming  continued  with  the  Shawanefe,  when  Mr.  Johnfon 
was,  by  their  chief,  delivered  up  to  the  two  Indians  of  the  tribe  of  the 
Mingoes.  But  he  did  not  find  her  again,  when  he  was  furrendered  back 
to  his  former  inafters.  Two  or  three  of  them  had  carried  her  off;  and 
after  a  journey  of  a  few  days,  given  her  to  three  Cherokecs,  whom  they 
met  in  the  woods,  and  who  carried  her  to  Sandulky,  where  Duchoquet 
and  Johnfon  faw  her,  without  being  able  to  obtain  from  her  one  finglc 
word  ;  undoubtedly  in  confequence  of  a  prohibition  of  her  prefent  maf- 
ters,  who  ufed  her  more  rudely  than  the  former  had  done.  Some  days 
after,  thefe  Indians  brought  her  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lake  San- 
dufky,  where  they  pitched  their  tents,  and  being  much  pleafed  with  the 
furrounding  country,  determined  to  pafs  fome  days,  in  their  camp.  Mr. 
Mac-Intosii,  partner  of  Mr.  Duchoquet,  proceeded  thither,  on  the  firft 
intelligence  that  a  white  woman  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  with  a 
view  to  redeem  her.  A  young  Virginian,  who,  fome  years  before,  had 
been  taken  prifoner  by  the  Wyandots,  and  by  them  adopted  as  a  member 
of  their  tribe,  accompanied  him  thither.  He  happened  to  knoAv  the 
whole  family  of  Peggy  Flemming,  and  to  be  perfonally  acquainted  with 
her.  Being  much  liked  and  refpeded  by  the  chief  of  the  tribe,  he  fo- 
licited  of  him  the  faA^our,  to  procure  him  this  captive  from  the  Indians. 

E  e  afferting, 
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averting,  that  fhe  was  his  fifter.  The  aged  chief,  in  compliance  with  his 
requeft,  paid  the  three  Cherokees  a  vifit,  and  after  the  ufual  compU- 
ments  exprefled  his  wifh,  that  they  might  either  give  or  fell  him  this 
young  woman,  in  whom  he  profeffed  to  take  the  mofl:  lively  intereft. 
The  Indians  gave  him  a  denial  in  terms,  which  grew  peremptory  in  pro- 
portion as  his  entreaties  became  more  carnefl.  They  threatened,  that 
they  would  rather  kill  both  him  and  her,  than  give  her  up.  The  old 
chief,  being  the  weaker  party,  was  obliged  to  yield.  But  the  next  morn- 
ing he  came  before  break  of  day,  attended  by  twenty  Indians  of  his  tribe. 
Peggy  Ficmming  was  tied  to  a  tree,  around  which  the  three  Cherokees 
were  lying  in  a  profound  fleep.  The  Wyandots  feized  her;  the  old 
chief  cut  himfelf  the  ropes,  with  which  fhe  was  tied,  and  as  fooii  as  he 
got  her  into  his  power,  gave  the  three  Cherokees  fome  hundred  fmall 
filver  buckles,  with  which  they  were  obliged  to  content  themfelves. 
Peggy  Flemming  was  delivered  up  by  the  old  chief  to  his  favourite 
Whitaker  (this  was  the  name  of  the  Virginian),  who  was  become  a 
Wyandot  Indian,  firft  from  neceffity,  and  afterwards  from  choice.  She 
was  provided  with  clothes,  and  carefully  nurfed  by  this  tribe.  Whitaker 
had  married  a  young  Indian  woman,  who  took  the  greateft  care  of  her. 
Soon  after,  flie  was  condu(R:ed  under  an  efcort  of  men  and  women  of  this 
tribe  through  the  midft  of  the  woods  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  oppofite 
to  Point  Pleafant,  where  Mr.  Johnfon  learned  from  her  the  particulars  of 
her  adventures,  and  where  flie  now  lives,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her 
age. 

The  H'ljhry  of  James  Skuyl. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  Johnfon  was  fcparatcd  from  James 
Skuyl  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  their  march.  The  latter,  with  part 
of  the  troops,  proceeded  by  a  different  road  to  the  habitations  of  the 
Shawanefe,  where  he  was  infiilted,  beaten,  and  otherwife  ill  ufed..  On 
his  arrival,  his  wound  was  almofl  mortified,  owing  to  the  cxceflive 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  and  the  llings  of  the  mufquitocs.  He  was,  ncver- 
thelefs,  kept  to  the  hardcll  laboxix  of  the  tribe,  i..  e.  he  was  employed  to 
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cultivate  the  ground.  It  is  in  general  the  employment  of  prifoners,  if 
they  have  any,  to  reheve  the  women  of  a  part  of  the  toils,  which  have 
fallen  to  their  lot.  James  Skuyl,  though  extremely  uneafy  on  account  of 
his  fituation  and  future  fate,  yet  could  not  think  of  making  any  attempt  to 
efcape  through  foreils,  where  at  every  ftep  he  ran  the  riilc  of  falling  in 
with  Indians.  The  fuccefs  of  fiich  an  undertaking  was  fo  highly  im- 
probable, as  to  preclude  every  idea  of  it.  Yet  being  one  day  informed  by 
a  woman,  in  whofe  company  he  ufed  to  work,  and  who  feemed  to  fym- 
pathife  in  his  fufferings,  that  he  would  be  burnt  within  two  days,  he  was 
irrefiftibly  impelled,  to  try  every  means  of  efcaping  fo  terrible  a  death. 
Fumilhed  with  a  mufket,  and  fome  cakes  of  Indian  corn,  he  ventured, 
one  night,  to  elope  from  the  habitation,  in  which  he  was  guarded.  He 
ftole  through  the  woods,  and  reached  the  bank  of  the  river  Miami.  Here 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  behind  his  mufket,  though  it  ferved,  at  once,  for  his 
defence  and  fubfillence.  Having  faftened  his  cakes  to  his  head,  he  fwam 
acrofs  the  river.  He  met  great  numbers  of  Indians,  in  fpite  of  his  anxi- 
ous endeavours  to  avoid  them  ;  nay,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity 
of  paffing  by  fome  of  their  habitations.  The  care  he  had  taken  in  paint- 
ing himfelf,  fome  Indian  words,  which  he  had  learned,  during  his  capti- 
vity, and  his  firm  deportment,  gave  him  the  appearance  of  an  Indian,  and 
from  this  fuppofition  he  was  actually  feveral  times  affifhed  in  his  flight. 
When  he  thought  himfelf  out  of  danger,  he  had  nearly  fallen  by  one 
which  he  leafh  fufpecfled.  Having  reached  the  bank  of  Lake  Ohio,  he 
intended  to  crofs  it  in  a  veffel,  which  he  happened  to  find,  in  order  to 
reach  the  ifthmus ;  the  ferryman  refufed  to  take  him  on  board,  as  he 
millook  him  for  a  fpy,  who  intended  firft  to  feduce  him,  and  then  to 
punifli  him,  if  he  Ihould  yield  to  his  intreaties.  He  alfo  told  him,  that 
the  preceding  evening  a  troop  of  Shawanefe  had  fearched  the  banks  of 
the  river  in  queft  of  a  prifoner,  who  had  made  his  efcape  on  the  day  be- 
fore that  of  his  intended  execution.  He  could  not  but  recognifc  him- 
felf in  this  defcription  ;  celerity  was  therefore  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
and  yet  he  was  compelled  to  repair  to  the  mafter  of  the  veflel,  whofe  ha- 
jjitation  was  two  jniles  diftant.     He  informed  him,  that  he  was  the  pri- 
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foncr,  of  whom  the  Shawanefc  were  in  fearch,  and  this  man,  fortunately 
more  humane  and  lefs  fcrupvilous  than  his  fervant,  not  only  confcnted  to  his 
going  on  board,  but  would  alfo  carry  him  over  himfelf,  that  he  might  fee 
him  fafe  beyond  all  danger.  Having  arrived  at  Detroit,  he  traverfed  Ca- 
nada, and  the  Northern  States,  and  at  length  reached  Great  Brayercourt- 
houfe,  where  he  has  fettled.  At  Icafl  he  has  hitherto  given  up  the  trade 
to  Kentucky. 

The  H'tftory  of  William  Phlyn. 

The  diftreffes  of  William  Phlyn,  who  was  delivered  up  to  that  tribe  of 
the  Cherokees  called  Chikamages,  inhabiting  a  diilri6l  adjacent  to  the. 
great  river  Miami,  confirted  in  his  having  been  tortured  two  days  together, 
until  the  fire  put  a  period  to  his  wretched  exiffcence.  He  loft  his  life,  a: 
few  days  after  his  arrival  at  the  habitations  of  the  Indians.  James  Skuyl,. 
on  his  journey  to  the  town  of  the  Shawanefe,  faw  the  fpot,  where  he  had 
been  burnt  the  preceding  evening,  but  was  not  able  to  colled!:  any  farther 
information  concerning  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  man. 

Although  the  three  laft  ftories  contain  but  few  particulars,  and  are 
not  infeparably  connefted  with  that  of  Mr,  Johnfon  :  yet  they  will  not, 
I  think,  be  found  altogether  uninterefiiing,  as  they,  in  feme  mealure, 
ferve  to  complete  his  hiftory.  An  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman 
cannot  but  confiderably  heighten  the  joy,  which  his  fortunate  deliver- 
ance muft  excite  in  every  feeling  mind,  and  ftamp  his  reports  with  the 
authority  of  indubitable  truth. 

I  have  forgotten  to  mention,  that  the  two  whites,  who  by  their  lamen- 
tation decoyed  Mr.  Johnfon  and  his  companions,  effeftcd  their  cfcape 
the  fecond  night,  when  the  Indians,  after  the  capture  of  the  two  veffels, 
were  almoft  all  of  them  intoxicated  with  whilGkv.  Mr.  Johnfon  had 
ftrong  grounds  to  fufpe^Tt,  that  the  Indians,  from  motives  of  fricndfliip 
or  of  gratitude  for  their  affiilance  in  the  capture  of  fo  rich  a  booty,  for- 
warded thel'"  flight. 

TOUR 
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Saturday,  the  20th  of  June,   1795. 

THE  veflels,  in  which  we  crofled  the  river  Niagara,  belong,  to  the 
Englilh,  and  are,  for  this  reafon,  in  a  better  condition  than  the  major 
part  of  the  American  veflels  or  ferries,  which  are  entirely  left  to  the 
will  and  pleafure  of  the  owners,  withoxit  any  public  officer  taking  the 
leafi;  notice  of  their  condition,  and  providing  for  the  fafcty  of  travellers. 
The  ferry  confifted  in  a  vcffel  of  conliderable  capacity,  the  fides  of  which 
were  one  foot  and  a  half  high  ;  it  was  tolerably  ftaunch,  and  fufficiently 
large,  to  contain  five  horfes  without  any  apparent  danger.  The  mafter 
of  the  veflel  is  direfted  to  write  down  the  names  of  the  paffengers ;  our's 
were  already  known.  General  Simcoe,  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  in- 
formed of  our  journey  by  Mr.  Hammond,  the  Englifli  ambafiador  to 
the  United  States  had  long  ago  given  notice  by  the  poft  of  our  expc(5led 
arrival.  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  had  crofied  over  on  the  preceding  evening, 
had  announced  our  intended  arrival  on  the  next  morning ;  and  the  Captain 
of  an  Englifli  frigate,  which  was  receiving  fome  repairs  on  the  oppofite 
bank,  fent  us  his  boat,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  us.  Our  guide,  Pondrit, 
had  preceded  us  to  the  river  to  call  the  ferrymen ;  and  the  ferry  arriving 
fooner  than  the  boat,  of  the  dcfiiination  of  which  we  were  ignorant,  we 
ftepped  into  the  former.  The  paflage  from  the  American  to  the  Englifli 
fide  requires  four  or  five  minutes,  and  from  the  Englifh  to  the  American 
fhore  about  a  quarter  of  an  hovir.  Fort  Erie  {lands  on  the  Ihorc  of  the 
lake,  about  two  miles  above  the  ferry.  The  commandant  had  defired  the 
captain  of  the  frigate  to  fupply  his  place,  until  he  ihould  be  able  to  vifit  us 
himfelf  We  thought  it  right  to  return  this  a£i:  of  civility,  by  immediately 
fcttlng  out  to  prefent  to  him  ovir  pafiTports.  We  did  fo,  though  we  were  not 
drefled  to  pay  a  vifit  of  ceremony  ;  b^it  the  rain  having  made  our  appearance 
ftill  worfe,  we  determined  on  drying  our  clothes  at  the  inn,  until  the 
weather  Ihould  clear  up,  and  permit  us  to  proceed  to  the  fort.  We  were 

not 
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not  yet  drcfled^  when  the  commandant  arrived  at  the  inn,  and  invited  us 
to  dinner,  acquainting  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  direfted  to  llie  w  us 
every  civihty  in  his  power.  This  invitation  was  very  agreeabk  to  us  ;  a 
dinner  at  a  Governor's,  after  three  day's  travelUng  through  woods,  is  a 
real  feafi;.  We  accordingly  attended  him  to  the  fort. 

Fort  Erie,  as  it  is  called,  though  we  know  not  why,*  confifts  of  fome 
houfes  roughly  formed  of  wood,  and  furroiinded  with  tottering  palifa- 
does.  It  has  neither  a  rampart,  a  covert-way,  nor  any  other  works. 
The  buildings,  which  are  all  of  them  block-houfes,  are  Inhabited  by  the 
officers,  foldiers,  and  a  commifTary  of  provifion.  Without  the  precindls 
of  the  fort,  ftand  four  fmiilar  houfes,  deftincd  for  the  habitation  of  the 
workmen,  and  a  large  magazine,  or  ftorc-houfe,  belonging  to  the  king. 
The  upper  ftory  juts  out  beyond  the  ground  floor,  fo  that  all  who  jQiould 
attempt  to  approach  the  ftore-houfe,  might  be  eafily  kept  off  with  fire- 
locks, by  means  of  openings  made  in  the  upper  flory.-|'  This  fort  is  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  a  point  of  defence  againft  the  Indians  for  the 
Britlfh  trade  on  the  lake,  at  the  extremity  of  which  it  ftands.  The  term 
FORT,  in  its  ufual  import,  cannot  by  any  means  be  applied  to  this  place, 
which  is  even  now  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  formerly,  lince  the  impend- 
ing furrender  of  the  forts  fituated  on  the  oppofite  fhore  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, leaves  the  Englifli  no  alternative,  but  to  have  either  no  forts  at  all 
on  this  fide  of  the  lake,  or  to  put  thofc  which  they  fliall  maintain  in  a 
refpeclable  fi:ate  of  defence.  Fort  Erie  is  garrifoned  by  a  coinpany  of 
the  fifth  regiment,  the  captain  of  which  company  is,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  corrmiandant  of  the  place.  Captain  Pratt  holds  this  command  at 
prefent ;  on  account  of  his  long  fervice,  he  has  been  nominated  major  by 
brevet.  The  duty  of  the  foldiers,  who  form  this  garrifon,  confifts  in 
fi:anding  fentries ;  but  they  are  alfo  obliged  to  ferve  on  board  the  fhips, 
which  belong  to  the  government.  Almoft  all  the  provifion,  and  all 
ammunition,   vsdthout  exception,   come  from   England,   and   acrofs  the 

*  Dr.  Morfe  fays,  that  Fort  Erie  is  -s.  Jirong  fortification  \  an  aflertion,  which  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  reconcile  with  the  defcription  given  by  the  Duke,  but  by  fuppofing  it  to  have 
undergone  confiderable  improvement  fince  Xi'db. — Tranjlator. 

t  Buildings  of  this  conftruftion  are  very  common  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in 
iiritifh  America  i  they  arc  called  block-hoiifcs. — Author. 

lakes. 
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lakes.  The  iiavlgation  on  the  river  Niagara  ends  feven  miles  above  Lak(i 
Ontario,  whence  there  is  a  land-conveyance  as  far  as  Chippcfway,  nine 
miles  diflant,  where  the  navigation  for  boats  and  other  fmal,!  veflels  re- 
commences, extending  as  far  as  Fort  Erie.  Here  the  goods,  deftined  fpr 
Fort  Detroit,  are  laden  in  fliips,  navigated  by  foldiers  from  Fort  Erie  to 
Fort  Chippaway.  The  return  paffage  is  extremely  difficult ;  and  for 
this  laborious  tafk,  they  are  allowed  only  fifteen  fhillings,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  among  five  men,  who  compofe  the  crew.* 

The  foldiers  have  a  garden,  where  they  cultivate  the  neceffary  vegeta- 
bles, which  by  any  other  means  they  would  not  be  able  to  procure.  Their 
allowance  of  provifion,.  which  confifiis  in  a  pound  of  flour,  a  pound  of 
fait  pork,  four  ounces  of  rice,  and  a  little  butter,  a  day,  is,  no  doubt, 
paid  for  by  the  government  at  a  very  high  rate  ;  but  to  the  foldiers  it 
is  delivered  for  two  pence  halfpenny  a  ration,  which  is  deducted  from 
their  pay,  amounting  to  fix  pence  per  day.  All  the  troops,  quartered  in 
Canada,  are  treated  in  the  fame  manner.  Another  company  of  the  fame 
regiment  is  at  Fort  Chippaway,  and  the  remaining  eight  companies  form 
the  garrifon  of  Fort  Niagara. ■j'  Fort  Detroit,  and  feveral  other  forts,  v>^hich 
the  Englifh  ftill  hold  in  their  pofi"cffion,  but  which  are  to  be  given  up  to 
the  Americans,  are  garrlfoned  by  the  twenty-fifth  regiment.  Fort  De- 
troit {lands  at  the  end  of  Lake  Erie,  on  the  fi:rait  or  river,  which  feparates 
it  from  Lake  St.  Clair.  It  was  eredled  about  the  year  1 740.  The  inha- 
bitants are  mollly  French,  and  confift  of  about  three  hundred  families. 
It  is  faid  to  be  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition.  About  one  hundred  ar- 
tillerymen are  diftributed  in  Detroit,  Fort  Niagara,  and  fome  other  places, 
which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention.  The  troops  generally  remain 
fevea years  in  Canada,  during  which  time  the  garrifons  relieve  each  other 
every  year.  But  the  war  in  Europe,  and  the  fear  of  a  rupture  with  Ame- 
rica, have  occafioned  various  alterations  in  thefe  ordinary  arrangements. 
The  regiments  now  remain  three  years  in  the  fame  place  ;  a  change, 
with  which  they  alone  are  pleafed,  to  whofe  lot  it  falls   to   garrifon  the 

*  This,  no  doubt,  is  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  foldiers.. — Tranjlator.  ,^ 

t  Fort  Niagara,  as  well  as  the  other  forts  mentioned  by  the  Author,  were  fiirrendered" 
upto  the  Americans  in  July,  1790.: — Tranjlator. 

fmall. 
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Imall  forts.     For  the  fame  rcafons,  the  regiments  at  prefent  have  but 
half  their  complements. 

A  ftore-houfe,  belonging  to  a  private  gentleman,  is  alfo  included  within 
Fort  Erie,  but  ftands  apart  from  the  buildings,   which  appertain  to   go-) 
vernment.     In  this  magazine  are  warehoufed  all  the  goods,  which  comer, 
upwards,  and  are  deflined  tor  Detroit,  as  well  as  thole  which  co   dowru 
the    ri-\er    to    Niagara,    Kingllon,    Montreal,   Quebec,   &c.     They   are 
forwarded  to  their  places  of  deftination,    either  in  boats,  when  they  go 
downthe  river,  or  in  large  veffels,  when  they  are  deftined  for  Detroit. 
The  trade  on  Lake  Erie  is  carried  on  in  four  or  five  merchantmen,  be- 
fides  three  or  four  armed  yachts  belonging  to  the  king. 

Peltry  is  the  chief  commodity  exported  from  Detroit;  but  wc  alfo: 
faw  feveral  cafks  of  very  fine  maple  fugar,  made  by  the  Indians.  We 
were  informed,  that  the  quantity  of  this  article,  which  palles  yearly 
through  this  place,  is  very  confiderable ;  but  were  not  able  to  learn  its 
exad:  value  in  money.  The  owner  of  the  flore-houfe  hires,  at  times,* 
about  twenty  Canadians,  for  the  fliipping  and  unflilpping  of  the  goods, 
for  carrying  them  into  the  magazine,  and  tranfporting  the  boats  by  land 
.to  the  lower  country.  The  Canadians  no  fooner  learned,  that  we  were 
Frenchmen,  than  they  expreffed  to  us  a  fatisfacllon,  attachment,  and  re  - 
fped:,  repeated  demonllrations  of  which  our  peculiar  fituation  obliged 
us  to  avoid. 

The  Chippaway,  a  king's  yacht,  commanded  by  Captain  H.vr.\,  arrived 
here  during  our  refidence  in  the  fort.  He  had  been  feven  days  palling  the 
llrait,  which  fhips  frequently  clear  in  two  days. 

Hard  cafh  or  fpecie  is  extremely  fcarce  in  this  corner  of  the  world. 
It  can  come  only  from  Lower  Canada,  but  they  like  to  keep  it  in  Quebec 
and  Montreal.  Nay,  the  pay-mafter  of  the  troops,  on  pretence  that  the 
conveyance  is  dangerous,  fends  no  fpecie  for  the  troops,  though  he  re- 
ceives their  pay  in  hard  cafh.  He  could  mofl  certainly  not  refule  it  to 
the  paymafters  of  the  regiments,  if,  for  that  purpofe,  they  proceeded  to 
Montreal  or  Quebec,  where  he  refides.  But  to  imdertake  this  journey  at 
the  cxpence  of  the  corps,  would  occafion  too  confiderable  a  dedudlion 
from  their  money,  which  fliould  reach  its  deftination  without  the  leaft 

diminution. 
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diminution.  He  accordingly  remits  it  in  bills  of  exchange,  which  are 
paid  in  paper-money,  that  every  one  makes  to  any  amount  he  choofes, 
and  which  neverthelefs  is  univerfally  received  with  a  degree  of  confidence, 
equal  to  that  which  obtained  in  France  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  revolu- 
tion. There  are  notes  of  this  kind  of  only  two  pence  in  value.  They  arc 
fmall  flips  of  paper,  either  written  or  printed,  frequently  without  any 
fignature,  and  moflly  effaced  and  torn. 

During  our  dinner  ieveral  Indians  arrived  in  boats.  They  formed  a 
fmall  camp  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  we  vifited  on  our  return. 
We  experienced  from  them  the  moft  cordial  reception,  to  which,  per- 
haps, the  flate  of  one  of  our  companions,  not  diffimilar  to  that  in  which 
mofl  of  thefe  drinkers  of  rum  found  themfelves,  contributed  not  a  little, 

Sunday,  the  2\Ji  of  June. 

After  a  hearty  breakfaft  on  board  the  Chippaway  frigate,  where  wc' 
learned,  that  this  veffel,  which  is  about  four  hundred  tuns  burthen, 
and  pierced  for  flxteen  guns,  cofls  five  thoufand  pounds  flerling ! — a 
proof  of  the  enormous  price  of  labour  in  this  country — we  embarked 
for  Chippaway.  Major  Pratt  infilled  on  our  taking  our  paflage  in  a  veifel 
belonging  to  government,  as  he  had  particular  orders  to  that  effed;.  He 
m.anned  it  with  fix  foldiers,  who  were  excellent  hands  at  rowing  ;  and 
alfo  dire<fled  Lieutenant  Faulkner  to  attend  us  as  far  as  Niagara.  No 
denial,  on  our  part,  could  prevail  with  him  to  withhold  this  a<9:  of  civi- 
lity, which,  even  during  my  profperity,  would  have  embarrafled  me,  and 
which  now  bore  the  appearance  of  fcorn  rather  than  politenefs.  Wc 
were,  therefore,  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  to  affume  the  air  of  perfons, 
whofe  rank  demanded  this  diftin<5lion.  We  were  now  approaching  the 
profped:  of  the  Grand  Catarad  of  Niagara,  one  of  the  principal  objedls 
of  our  journey,  and  which  I  had  long  defired  to  fee.  Wc  formed,  every 
^one  of  us,  different  ideas  of  this  waterfall,  according  to  our  different 
powers  of  fancy  ;  each  ftroke  of  the  oars  brought  us  nearer  to  it,  and  our 
attention  being  entirely  turned  to  difcover  the  foam,  and  hear  the  noife, 
we  took  but  little  notice  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  which,  on  the  fide  of 
Canada,  are  tolerably  fettled,  of  the  uncommon  width  of  its  channel,  or 
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the  majeltic  courfe  of  its  ftream.  At  laft  we  heard  the  noile,  and  per- 
ceived the  fpray.  The  weather  was  rather  unfavourable,  fo  that  we  could 
not,  at  any  confiderable  diftance,  enjoy  this  grand  fpedacle.  The  rapidity 
of  the  ftream,  which  is  perceptible  feveral  miles  from  the  falls,  foon  car- 
ried us  to  Chippaway.  A  whole  mile  before  you  reach  that  place,  you 
muft  keep  clofe  under  the  fliore,  without  which  precaution  the  ftrearn 
w^ould  foon  involve  the  boat,  and  irrcfillibly  hurl  it  to  deftru6tion.  You 
muft  even  make  the  utmoft  exertion  in  rowing  to  remount  the  Chippa- 
way Creek,  from  which  the  fort  takes  its  name. 

We  had  no  fooner  landed,  than,  with  the  utmoft  impatience,  we 
haftened  to  the  falls,  fcarcely  returning  with  due  attention  the  civilities 
we  experienced  from  Captain  Hamilton,  commandant  of  the  fort. 
We  accepted,  however,  his  invitation  to  dinner,  which  on  our  account  he 
kindly  deferred  until  four  o'clock,  mounted  our  horfes,  and,  with  Lieu- 
tenant Faulkner,  proceeded  to  th6  falls.  The  diftance  of  Chippaway 
from  the  falls,  in  a  ftraight  line,  is  but  a  mile  and  a  half;  but  the  banks 
of  the  river  form  fo  many  flexures,  that  the  road,  which  winds  along 
them,  is  three  miles  long. 

■  At  Chippaway  the  grand  fpedlacle  begins.  The  river,  which  has  been 
conftantly  expanding  from  Fort  Erie  to  this  place,  is  heTe  upwards  of 
three  miles  wide  ;  but  on  a  ftidden  it  is  narrowed,  and  the  rapidity  of 
the  ftream  redoubled  by  the  declivity  of  the  ground  on  which  it  flows, 
as  well  as  the  fudden  contraftion  of  its  bed.  The  channel  is  rocky  ; 
and-  the  interfperfed  fragments  of  rocks  encreafc  the  violence  of  the 
ftream.  The  country  is  flat  and  even  to  this  point ;  but  here  a  range  of 
white  rocks  arifes  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  which  is  contracted  to  half 
a  mile's  breadth.  This  range  is  a  branch  of  the  Alleghany  mountains*, 
which,  proceeding  from  Florida,  previoufly  to  their  reaching  this  point,, 
interfetl  the  vfholc  continent  of  America.  The  river,  more  clofely 
hemmed  in  by.  the  rocks  on  the  right,  incroaching  upon  its  channel, 
branches  into  two  arms,  one  of  which  flows  along  the  bank,   formed  by 

*  Tliis  pvlncipal  ridge  ofthc  Alleghany  mountains,  which  extend  north-eafl and  foutli- 
eaft,  nearly  parallel  to  the  lea  coaft,  about  nine  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  from  fixty  tO' 
one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred  miles  iji  brcudth,  isdefcriptivcly  named  the  back- 
bone of  the  United  States. — Tianjl. 

the 
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the  rocks  oil  the  right ;  and  the  other,  far  more  confiderabic,  being  fcpa- 
rated  by  a  fmall  ifland,  makes  ftraight  on  to  the  left,  and  fweeps  through 
a  bafon  of  ftone,  which  it  fills  with  much  foam  and  noife.  At  lengtli, 
being  again  obftrufted  by  other  rocks,  which  it  meets  on  its  right,  it 
alters  its  courfe  with  redoubled  violence,  and  along  with  the  right  arm 
rufhes  down  a  perpendicular  ledge  of  rocks  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet 
high*,  nearly  half  concave,  and  probably  worn  out  by  the  inceflant  im- 
petuofity  of  the  waters.  Its  width  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  its  bed, 
the  uniformity  of  which  is  only  interrupted  by  an  ifland,  which  feparates 
the  two  arms,  refts  unfhaken  on  its  rocky  bafis,  and  feems,  as  it  were,: 
to  fwim  between  the  two  flrccims,  which  rufli  down  at  once  into  this 
ilupendous  chafm.  The  waters  of  the  lakes  Erie,  Michigan,  St.  Clair, 
Huron,  and  Lake  Superiour,  and  of  the  numerous  rivers,  emptying 
themfelves  into  thefe  lakes,  inceiTantly  replace  the  water  that  thus 
daflies  down.  The  water  of  the  falls  tumbles  perpendicularly  on  the 
rocks.  Its  colour  is,  at  times,  a  dark  green,  at  others  a  foaming  white, 
brilliant  throughout,  and  difplaying  a  thoufand  variegations,  as  it  is 
fti-uck  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  or,  according  to  the  time  of  the  davj 
the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  the  force  of  the  wind,  &c.  The  water^ 
which  rulhes  down  the  rocks,  rifes  in  part  in  a  thick  column  of  mill, 
often  towering  above  the  height  of  the  falls,  and  mixing  with  the 
clouds.  The  remainder,  broken  in  its  perpendicular  defcent  by  frag- 
ments of  rocks,  is  in  continual  agitation ;  fpouts  and  foams,  and  cafts  on 
fhore  logs  of  wood,  whole  trees,  boats,  and  wrecks,  which  the  ftream  has 
fwept  along  in  its  courfe.  The  bed  of  the  river,  formed  by  the  two  ridges 
of  rocks  which  extend  a  great  way  farther,  is  fi:ill  more  narrowed,  as  if  part 
of  this  mighty  flream  had  vanifhed  during  the  fall,  or  were  fwallowed 
up  by  the  earth.  The  noife,  agitation,  irregularity,  and  rapid  defcent  of 
the  ftream,  continue  feven  or  eight  miles  farther  on,  and  the  river  does- 
not  become  fufficiently  placid  for  a  fafe  paflage  till  it  reaches  Queens- 
town-f-,  nine  miles  from  the  falls. 

*  Oth^r  accounts  fay,  that  the  perpendicular  height  at  the  catara£l  is  only  one  hundred 
.and  thirty-feven  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet. — Tranjl. 

t  In  Upper  Canada,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ftraits  of  Niagara, — Travfi. 
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I  crept  down  to  the  catara<5l ;  the  defcent  is  very  difficult ;  perpendi- 
cular fteps,  hewn  out  of  trees,  caverns,  and  projecllng  rocks,  the  fcattered 
fragments  of  which  warn  tiie  traveller  of  the  danger  from  the  defcent, 
without  offering  any  hold,  except  fome  decayed  buflies,  which  the  im- 
prudent adventurer,  who  fliould  place  any  dependence  on  them,  would 
carry  with  him  into  the  unfathomcd  abyfs.  Every  thing  feems  calcu- 
lated to  ftrite  with  terror  ;  but  curiofity  is  as  heedlefs  as  any  other 
paffion.  The  certain  profpeft  of  a  fplcndid  fortune  would  hardly  induce 
me  to  attempt,  what  I  at  this  moment  did  from  the  mere  impulfe  of  cu- 
riofity. I  frequently  crawled  along  on  both  hands  ;  the  zeal  with  which.- 
I  purfued  my  object  gave  me  a  dextrous  acftivity,  which  I  was  not  con- 
Icious  of  poffefrmg.  I  feveral  times  abandoned  myfelf  entirely  to  chance, 
and  thus  I  toiled  a  mile  and  half  to  reach  the  foot  of  this  flupendous  ca- 
tarad:.  The  pleafmg  confcioufnefs  of  having  attained  our  end  is  the  only 
reward  of  the  exertions,  by  which  we  have  obtained  fiiccefs.  In  the 
courfe  of  our  life  we  frequently  meet  with  iimilar  inftances. 

Near  this  fpot  is  a  whirlpool,  the  fpray  of  which  drenches  your  clothes 
even  at  a  diflance.  The  columns  of  foam,  arifmg  from  the  falls,  mix 
again  with  the  defcending  ftream.  The  bafon  itfelf  is  hidden  by  this 
thick  cloud,  and  the  tremendous  noife,  which  is  more  violent  here  than 
any  where  clfe,  is  the  only  enjoyment  to  be  attained.  You  may  proceed" 
a  few  paces  on  pieces  of  rock,  lying  between  the  column  of  water  and  the 
rocks  from  which  it  rufhes  down  ;  but  here  you  arc  completely  fequef- 
tered  from  the  world,  you  are  even  deprived  of  the  profpeft  of  the  falls 
by  the  column  of  water,  which,  by  its  denfity  and  motion,  intercepts  the. 
free  accefs  of  air  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fiaffocation  mufl;  unavoidably  be 
the  refult  of  a  long  continuance  in  this  place. 

It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  imprcffion,  which  this  cataradl  made  up- 
on our  minds.  Fancy,  which  had  long  cherifhcd  the  hope  of  viewing  it, 
now  offered  pl«^lures,  which  might  feem  exaggerated,  yet  were  much  in- 
ferior to  the  reality.  To  attempt  a  dcfcription  of  the  impreffion  we 
felt,  would  be  equivalent  to-  a  defcrlption  of  tlie  falls  ;  an  attempt  far 
exceeding  our  powers.  The  enthufiafm,  which  fcized  my  foul  at  the 
afpcd:  of  tliis  magnificent  fpedacle,  was  too  powerful  to  be  weakened  by 
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our  unpleafant  journey  back  to  the  Fort ;  and  it  was  not  until  I  arrived 
at  Captain  Hamilton's,  that  I  found  leifurc  to  notice  my  wearinefs,  my 
hunger,  my  bruifes,  the  miferable  condition  of  my  clothes,  and  the  time 
of  the  day, — It  was  two  o'clock. 

Poor  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  who  thought  hlmfelf  obliged  to  attend  my 
Htghiefs,  unfortunately  partook  not  of  my  enthufiafm,  but  merely  affoci- 
ated  in  my  itruggles  with  various  obftacles,  and  bore  his  Ihare  of  con- 
tufions  and  fatigue.  In  fpite  of  his  exceffive  politenefs,  he  fcemed  ex- 
tremely fad  and  dull,  until  fome  glalTes  of  wine  had  cheered  up  his  fpirits. 

Captain  Hamilton,  commandant  of  Fort  Chippaway,  which  is  even  in- 
ferior in  ftrength  to  Fort  Erie,  was  fo  kind  as  to  detain  us  to  dinner. 
The  enniii  naturally  refulting  from  this  dreary  poft,  the  moll  dull  of  any, 
is  beguiled  by  the  fociety  of  a  handfome,  fweet,  and  lovely  wife,  and  fix 
children,  who  conftantly  furround  him.  They  both  received  us  in  that 
plain,  cordial,  and  ealy  manner,  which  characSterifes  perfbns  who  have 
conftantly  frequented  the  beft  fociety. 

Chippaway  was  formerly  the  chief  place  of  an-  Indian  tribe,  which, 
now  inhabits  the  borders  of  Virginia.  The  carriage  rendered  neceflary 
by  the  water-fall  and  its  continued  effedls  ends  here.  Previous  to  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  veflels  were  laden  and  difcharged  on  the  other, 
iide  of  the  river  near  fort  Slulher  *,  oppofite  Chippaway. 

Befides  the  barracks,,  here  as  at  Fort  Erie,,  are  ftore-houfes,  which  be- 
long to  government;  and  others,  appertaining  to  merchants.  The  whole 
village  confifts  of  a  tolerable  inn,  and  a  fmall  number  of  other  houfes  ; 
the  ftagnant  water  of  the  creek  renders  it  very  unhealthy,  and  to  this 
circumftance  are  imputed  the  endemic  fevers,  which  every  year  afflidt 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place.. 

Monday,  the  22d  of  June. 
We  left  Chippaway  early  in  the  morning,  with  an  intention   of  once 
more  viliting  the  falls.     The  rain,  which  fell  in  torrents,   could  not  de- 
ter us  from  our  defign.     Ifaw  it  now  from  a  fpot,  from   which   Mr.   de 
Blacons  had  viewed  it  the  preceding  evening,  and  to  which  he  defined  to 

*  The  author  mifnames  the  fort,  whicli  he  calls  fort  Skiiyler.— yraw/?. 
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condud.  us.  This  place  is  known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of  Tabl>-- 
Rock,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  rock  over  which  the  river  precipitates  itfelf. 
You  here  Hand  in  the  midft  of  its  bed,  and  almoft  in  the  water,  fo  that  you 
can,  with  perfeft  fafety,  fee  the  river  rufhing  down  at  your  feet ;  but,  ad- 
vancing only  two  paces,  you  would  be  hurried  to  deftruftion.  On  this 
fpot  you  alfo  enjoy  the  beautiful  profpeA  of  the  foaming  water  dafhing 
along  over  the  rapids  of  the  awful  fall,  from  vvhich  you  are  not  feparated 
bv  any  intervening  obje6l,  and  of  the  tremendous  whirlpool,  which  en- 
gulfs it.  It  is  from  ili'is  fpot,  that  this  wonder  of  nature  fliould  be 
viewed,  if  you  would  fee  it  but yj-ow  owd'^o/.  But  it  ought  to  be  con- 
templated from  all  fides  ;  your  aftonilliment  will  conflantly  rife,  and  you 
will  behold  and  admire  in  awful  filence. 

The  defcent  is  more  eafy  to  the  Table-rock  than  to  any  other  fpot. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  government  of  a  people,  which  fur- 
paffes  all  other  nations  for  fondnefs  in  travelling  and  curiofity,  Ihould  not 
have  provided  convenient  places  for  obferving  this  celebrated  phenome- 
non, at  all  poffible  points  of  view.  It  is  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  the  num- 
ber of  travellers,  whom  curiofity  leads  to  this  fpot,  is  inconfiderable  ; 
that  even  they,  who  travel  this  way  on  account  of  bufinefs,  and  flop 
here  to  view  the  falls,  are  few  in  number ;  that  only  hunting  Indians 
and  idle  children  form  the  idea  of  creeping  down  to  the  falls ;  and  that 
confequcntly  nobody  would  be  benefited  by  the  money  expended  in  pro- 
viding an  eafy  accefs.  Yet  all  thefe  pleas  cannot  juflity  a  faving  of  thirty 
dollars,  for  which  expence  the  greateft  curiofity  in  the  known  world 
would  be  rendered  acceffible. 

It  is  fuperfluous  to  mention,  that,  notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  the 
winter  in  this  country,  the  cataraSi,  as  well  as  the  river  above  it,  are 
never  frozen.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  lakes,  and  fmaller  rivers, 
which  fupply  it  with  water.  Enormous  flakes  of  ice  rufli  conftantly 
down  this  cataradl,  when  the  thaw  fets  in,  without  being  entirely  dafhed 
to  pieces  on  the  rocks ;  and  thus  are  frequently  piled  in  huge  maffes,  up 
to  half  its  height.  With  the  noife,  occafioned  by  the  falls,  we  were  lefs 
ftruck  than  we  cxpcded  ;  and  Mr.  Guillcmard,  as  well  as  myfelf,  who 
had  both  fcen  the  Rhine-fiill  near  Schafhaufcn,  could  not  but  acknow- 
ledge, 
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ledge,  that  the  noife  it  produces  is  far  more  ftriking.  Yet,  I  muft  re- 
peat it  again  and  again,  that  nothing  can  Hand  the  teft  of  comparifon 
with  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  Let  no  one  expe6l  to  find  here  fomething 
pleafing,  wildly  beautiful  or  romantic  ;  all  is  wonderfully  grand,  awful, 
fublime ;  every  power  of  the  foul  is  arrefted  ;  the  impreffion  ftrikes 
deeper,  the  longer  you  contemplate,  and  yoti  feel  more  ftrongly  the  im- 
pofTibility  of  any  expreffions  doing  jullice  to  your  perceptions  and  feelings. 

About  a  mile  above  the  falls,  two  corn- mills  and  two  fa w- mills  have 
been  conftrufted  in  the  large  bafon,  formed  by  the  river  on  the  left.  Wc 
examined,  with  peculiar  attention,  the  moft  diflant  of  them.  It  is  the 
moft  remarkable  chiefly  on  this  account,  that  the  logs  are  cut  here 
into  boards,  thrown  into  the  Chippav/ay  creek  near  its  mouth,  and  by 
means  of  a  fmall  lock  conveyed  into  a  canal,  formed  within  the  bed  of 
the  river  by  a  double  row  of  logs  of  timber,  faftened  together  and  float- 
ing on  the  water.  The  breaking  of  thefe  is  prevented  by  other  large 
balks  floating  at  a  certain  diflance  from  each  other,  which  form,  as  it 
•yvere,  the  bafis  of  this  artificial  canal.  The  water  retains  in  this  canal 
the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and  conveys  the  logs  into  the  lower  part 
of  the  mill,  where,  by  the  fame  machinery  which  moves  the  faws,  the 
logs  are  lifted  upon  the  jack  and  cut  into  boards.  Only  two  faws  at  a 
time  are  employed  in  this  mill.  The  power  of  the  water  is  almofi; 
boundlefs,  but  the  prefent  wants  of  the  country  do  not  require  a  greater 
number  of  faws.  The  very  intelligent  owner  of  the  mill  has  conftrudled 
it  on  a  plan,  which  admits  of  the  addition  of  a  greater  number  of  courfes, 
according  as  thefe  fhall  be  required  by  an  increafed  confumption.-  On 
the  fame  principle  he  has  built  his  corn-mill,  which  has  at  prefent  only 
four  courfes.  The  miller's  dues  for  grinding,  as  fixed  by  the  lea;iflativc 
power,  amounts  to  a  twelfth  throughoiit  all  Upper  Canada,  and  for  faw- 
ing  logs  to  a  moiety  of  the  wood  fa  wed. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  year  a  fulphureous  fpring  vvas  difcovered  at  a  few 
yards  dlftancc  from  the  bank  of  the  riyer,  which  was,  however,  filled  up  by 
the  fall  of  earth  crumbling  from  its  verge..  This  fpring  has  again  ot  late 
fliown  itfelf  in  the  canal,  which  conveys  the  blocks  to  the  mill.      A  Hone, 

laid 


224  TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 

■>laid  over  the  Tprlng,  prevents  its  water  from  being  mixed  with  that  of  the 
river.  On  the  approach  of  a  fire-brand  the  vapour  or  fleam  kindles,  af- 
fumes  tiie  colour  of  burning  fpirit  oii  wine,  and  burns  down  to  the  bot- 
tom. Mueh  time  v.ill  probably  elapfe,  before  an  enquiry  fliall  be  infti- 
tuted,  whether  this  fprlng  be  endowed  with  any  medicinal  powers. 

An  iron-mine,  too,  has  lately  been  difcovered  near  Chippaway  creek. 
A  company  has  aflociated  for  the  working  of  this  mine,  and  refolved  on 
erefting  an  iron-forge  in  the  vicinity  of  the  falls.  But  this  they  dare  not 
eftablilTi  without  the  governor's  permilTion ;  for  the  mother  country  flill 
perfifts  in  fupplying  all  its  colonies  with  its  own  manufa6lures ;  and  re- 
fufes  to  relinquifh  a  monopoly,  that  has  already  coft  it  that  part  of  Ame- 
rica, which  compofcs  the  United  States  *.  But  the  company  hope  to 
obtain  the  defired  permiffion. 

The  land  all  along  the  road  from  Chippaway  to  New  York  is  feem- 
ingly  good,  though  not  of  the  beft  quality,  and  exhibits  a  confiderable 
number  of  dwelling-houfes.  The  grants  of  land,  made  by  government  in 
this  country,  are  fome  of  them  of  a  recent,  others  of  a  more  ancient  date  ; 
the  firft  fettlements  ^re  hardly  ten  years  old,  and  the  major  part  only 
three  or  four.  The  houfes,  entirely  built  with  logs,  are  better  conftrud:ed, 
and  more  cleanly  than  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  The 
mode  of  agriculture  appears  to  be  much  the  fame,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  common  price  of  land  in  this  neighbourhood  is  one  pound. 
New  York  currency,  or  two  dollars  and  half  an  acre,  if  the  proportion  of 
the  cleared  ground  to  the  wooded  be  as  forty  to  two  hundred,  or  nearly  fo. 
Peculiar  circumftances,  a  favourable  fituation,  more  extenfive  buildings, 
&c.  enhance  the  price.  Throughout  this  whdl€  tradl  of  country,  la- 
bourers are  not  eafily  procured ;  and  they  receive,  befides  their  board, 
from  five  to  fix  (hillings  per  day.  The  winter  continues  only  from  the 
middle  of  December  to  the  beginning  of  April. 

The  roads  from  fort  Erie  to  Newark  are  tolerably  open,  and  lie  for  the 
moll  part  over  a  fandy  ground,  which  renders  it  more  eafy  to  keep  them 
in  repair.     The  frequent  pafilige  to  and  fro,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 

*  Impolitic  difputcs,  chiefly  relative  to  the  right  of  taxation,  not  this  monopoly,  occa- 
fioncd  the  difmcmberment  of  the  Britifla  Empire  in  America. — Tianjl. 
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does  not  deflroy  them.  Such  commodities,  as  are  dellined  for  the  upper 
country,  are  unflilpped  in  Queen's  Town,  and  goods,  expedited  from  it,, 
are  embarked  in  this  place.  The  different  buildings,  conffcrudled  three 
years  ago,  confift  of  a  tolerable  inn,  two  or  three  good  ftore-hotifes,  fome. 
fmall  houfes,  a  block-houfe  of  ftone,  covered  with  iron,  and  barracks, 
which  fhould  be  occupied  by  the  regiment  of  General  Simcoe,  but  which 
are  now  unoccupied,  the  regiment  being  quartered  in  another  part  of  the 
province.  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  opulent  merchant,  who  is  concerned  in  the 
whole  inland  trade  of  this  part  of  America,  poflefTes,  in  Queen's  Town,  a 
very  fine  houfe,  built  in  the  Englifli  ftyle  ;  he  has  alfo  a  farm,  a  diftillery, 
and  tan-yard.  This  merchant  bears  an  excellent  chara6ter  ;  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legiflature  of  Upper  Canada,  but  at  prqfent  in  England. 

The  portage  was  formerly  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river ;  ,  but  as  this, 
hj  virtue  of  the  treaty,  falls  under  the  American  dominion  ;  government 
has  removed  it  hither.  The  whole  country,  though  extremely  fandy,  is 
covered  with  oak,  chefnuts,  and  fine  hickory  trees,  g,nd  fuch  parts,  as  are 
better  watered,  bear,  in  common  with  all  other  parts  of  America,  afli  and 
maple-trees. 

It  was  on  this  fpot,  that  Mr.  de  la  Jonquiere,  commifl[ioned  by  the 
French  Court  to  fecure  the  free  navigation  of  the  lakes  to  French  traders, 
formed  his  firfl  fcttlements,  which  by  permiiTion,  and  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribe  of  the  Yonnowlliouans,  (who,  with  many  other 
tribes,  have  vaniflied  from  this  part  of  the  globe),  were  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  Niagara.  '  > 

From  the  civil  treatment  we  experienced,  as  foon  as  ,we  reached  the 
boundaries  of  the  government  of  General  -Simcoe,  we  could  not  but  ex- 
peft  a  kind  reception  on  his  part;  and  yet  the  event  exceeded  our  expec- 
tation. No  fooner  was  he  informed  of  our  arrival,  than  he  fent  his  adju- 
tant-general to  invite  us  to  dinner.  Having jufi;  alighted  from  his  horfe> 
he  could  not  come  himfelf.  Wc  accepted  his  invitation,, and  fliortly. af- 
ter dinner,  he  entreated  us  to  remain  with  him,  to  fleep  in  his  houfe,  and 
confider  ourfelves  asat  home.  To  reiufe  this  invitation  would  have  ill 
correfponded  with  the  politenefs  of  his  conduit,  of  the  fiacexity  of  which 
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we  were  convinced.  By  accepting  it,  we  greatly  promoted  our  own 
convenience,  as  we  had  no  vifits  to  pay  in  the  town,  which  is  full  half  a 
mile  diftant  from  the  Governor's  houfe,  and  could  not  but  expert  to  be 
moll  agreeably  entertained  in  his  focicty,  and  to  obtain  from  him  the 
mofl  fatisfacflory  information  refpefting  the  country,  \\  hich  fo  forcibly 
engaged  our  curiofity  and  attention. 

We  foon  underftood,  that  we  Ihould  be  obliged  to  continue  longer  in 
Niagara  than  we  originally  designed.  On  my  acquainting  General  Simcoc 
with  my  intention  to  proceed  to  Quebec,  he  informed  me,  that,  without 
the  exprefs  permiffion  of  Lord  Dorchester,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
allow  any  foreigner  to  enter  Lower  Canada ;  he  even  flic  wed  us  the  Go- 
vernor-general's pofitive  orders  to  that  effed:,  iffucd  in  the  month  ot  Oc- 
tober, and  occafioned  by  the  conduft  of  fome  Frenchmen.  Although  the 
wife  meafures  of  prevention,  adopted  by  the  Governor- general,  as  ^^  ell  as 
all  other  fteps  tending  to  avert  a  revolution,  met  with  my  fulleft  appro- 
bation ;  yet  1  could  not  but  find  it  extremely  impleafant,  that  Mr.  Ham- 
mond in  fo  pofitive  a  manner  fliould  have  affured  me  of  Lord  Dor- 
chefler's  perfedl  concurrence  with  him  on  the  fcore  of  my  intended 
journey.  On  his  aiferting,  that  a  paflport,  granted  by  him,  was  the  only 
fuflicient  mean  to  enable  a  foreigner  to  proceed  from  the  United  States 
into  Lower  Canada,  I  entreated  him,  in  addition  to  this  paffport,  to 
write  a  letter  to  Lord  Dorchefler,  who,  by  ordering  the  fubordinate  com- 
mander to  let  us  pafs,  would  have  faved  us  a  tedious  delay  in  our  journey, 
and  the  uneafinefs  naturally  arifmg  from  our  incommoding  Governor 
Simcoe  for  fuch  a  length  of  time.  Yet,  we  were  ncceflitated  to  conceal 
our  diffatisfadion,  and  wait  until  Lord  Dorchcfter  could  fend  his  anfwer 
to  Kingfton,  to  which  I  requcfted  him  to  dirccft  it. 

I  employed  my  long  refidence  in  Niagara,  to  acquire  fome  knowledge 
of  the  country,  the  attainment  of  which  was  greatly  facilitated  by  the 
generous  opennefs  of  Governor  Simcoe. 

So  late  as  in  the  year  1791,  the  adminiftration  of  Upper  Canada  was 
feparated  from  that  of  Lower  Canada.  It  formerly  conftituted  a  part 
of  the  province  of  Quebec.     The  adminiftration  of  it  was  much  the  fame 
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as  that  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  and  depended  entirely  on  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  Governor ;  yet  was  undoubtedly  here  conducted  with  ftill 
more  precaution,  not  only  becaufe  Lord  Dorchefter,  by  all  accounts,  is  a 
man  of  a  mild  and  juft  difpofition,  but  alfo  becaufe  the  leflbn,  given  by 
the  United  States,  will  not  prove  altogether  fruitlefs.  The  Britiih.  Parlia- 
ment, at  the  fame  time  when  it  divided  thefe  two  trafts  of  the  province 
of  Quebec  into  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  gave  them  a  reprefentativc 
form  of  government,  which,  though  all  the  fprings  of  this  political  ma- 
chine are  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor-general,  is  framed  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  if  this  country  fhould  grow  more  populous,  more  opulent 
and  enlightened,  it  will  not  prove  an  arduous  talTc,  to  refcue  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs  from  this  influence,  which  at  prefent  is  very  great, 
and,  in  the  aftual  ftate  of  things,  perhaps  abfolutely  necelTary. 

Lord  Dorchefter  is  Governor-general  of  the  Britifla  pofleffions  in 
North  America ;  the  governors  of  the  different  provinces  are  only  lieu- 
tenant-governors ;  who,  whenever  he  appears,  yield  to  his  Superior  au- 
thority;  and  are  alfo  refponfible  to  him  in  all  military  affairs,  if  they  be 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  which  is  by  no  means  an  indifpenfible  qualifica- 
tion for  the  place  of  a  lieutenant-governor.  In  regard  to  ftate-affairs  of 
whatever  nature  and  complexion,  the  lieutenant-governor  correfponds 
immediately  with  the  Englilli  ininiftry.  It  is  from  them  he  receives  his 
orders  and  inftrud:ions,  without  being  obliged  to  communicate  them  to 
the  governor-general,  who  is  not  even  poffeffed  of  the  right,  on  leaving 
the  different  diftri6ls  of  his  government,  to  give  the  fmalleft  diredlions  for 
what  is  to  be  done  during  his  abfence.  For  this  reafon  the  Governor- 
general,  except  when  preffmg  military  arrangements  call  him  from  the 
chief  town  of  his  government,  conftantly  rcfides  there,  while  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, who  has  no  bufinefs  in  that  place,  keeps  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  at  a  diftance  from  it.  But  as  no  accounts  of  any  public  expendi- 
ture pafs,  without  being  figned  by  the  Governor-general,  he  poffeffes  a 
powerful  influence  over  all  forts  of  operations  and  projects,  which  at  leaft 
require  his  approbation ;  an  influence  that  .extends  through  all  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  his  government. 

G  g  2  The 
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The  Britifli  poffeffions  in  North  America  are  divided  into  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  New  Bruniwick,  and  Nova  Scotia.  Only  the  firft  tvro  of 
thefe  provinces  are  gq^^erned  by  the  new  conftitution.  The  others  arc 
governed  as  in  former  times. 

The  boundary  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  Ucs  about  one  hun- 
dred miles  above  Montreal*.  The  extent  of  Upper  Canada  far  exceeds 
that  of  Lower  Canada,  as,  the  weftern  boundary  being  undefined,  it 
comprifes  all  the  known  and  unknown  countries,  extending  as  tar  as  the 
Pacific  or  Great  Sea,  and  is  bounded  northwards  alfo  by  unknown  coun- 
tries. The  population  of  Lower  Canada  is  eftimated  at  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  thoufand  fouls,  and  that  of  Upper  Canada  at  thirty  thou- 
fand,  but  this  eflimate  feems  rather  high-j-. 

The  leading  articles  of  the  new  conflitution  of  Canada  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  the  Province  of  Quebec  be  divided  into  two  provinces  ;  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada. 

That  it  have  two  houfes  of  legiflature  ;   one  hereditary  ;  one  eledlive. 

That  Upper  Canada  be  defVined  for  the  reception  chiefly  of  Britifli 
fettlers. 

That  the  allotment  of  lands  in  Upper  Canada  be,  under  certain  reflric- 
tions,  left  to  the  authority  of  the  local  legiflature. 

That  the  reprefentative  houfe  of  legiflature  be  feptennially  elefted. 

That  the  clergy  be  provided  for  by  an  ample  allotment  of  lands, 
amounting  to  one-feventh. 

That  certain  titles  of  honour  be  conned:ed  with  the  right  to  a  feat  in 
the  hereditary  houfe  of  legiflature. 

*  The  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  commences  at  a  ftonc  boundary  on  the 
N.  bank  of  Lake  St.  Francis,  in  St.  Lawrence  River,  in  the  cove  W.  of  Point  au  Boiulct, 
hence  northerly  to  Ottawas  River  and  to  its  fource  in  LakeTomifcaning,  thence  dueN.  till 
it  llrikes  the  boundary  of  Hudfon's  Bay  or  New  Britain. — Trattfl. 

t  Dr.  Morse  eflimatcs  the  population  of  both  thefe  provinces  at  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  fouls.  Lower  Canada,  in  1194,  contained  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand 
and  twelve  inhabitants.— T^rcw//. 

That 
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That  the  liberty  of  introducing  more  or  lefs  of  the  municipal  law  of 
England  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Provincial  Ailembly. 

Upper  Canada  is  a  new  country,  or  rather  a  country  yet  to  be  formed. 
It  was  probably  for  this  reafon  General  Simeoe  accepted  the  government 
of  it.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the  advantages,  which  his  native  land  might 
derive  from  fuch  a  colony,  if  it  attained  perfection  ;  and  imagined,  that 
means  might  be  found  adequate  to  this  purpofe.  This  hope  was  the 
only  incitement,  which  could  impel  a  man  of  independent  fortune,  and, 
as  he  fays,  of  confined  wiflies,  to  leave  the  large  and  beautiful  eftates  he 
poffeffes  in  England,  and  to  bury  himfelf  in  a  wildernefs  among  bears 
and  favages.  Ambition  at  leaft  appears  not  to  have  been  his  motive,  as 
a  man  in  General  Simcoe's  fituation  is  furniflied  with  abundant  means  of 
diftinguiflaing  himfelf  by  ufeful  adivity,  without  removing  to  a  great  dlf- 
tance  from  his  native  country,  where,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  he  is  almoft  fure  of 
being  forgotten.  But,  whatever  have  been  his  motives,  his  deiign  has 
been  attended  with  confequences  highly  beneficial. 

The  plan  conceived  by  General  Simeoe  for  peopling  and  improving 
Upper  Canada  feems,  as  far  as  he  has  communicated  it  to  us,  extremely 
wife  and  well  arranged.  The  central  point  of  all  his  fettlements,  and 
of  the  population  of  this  country,  he  means  to  place  between  Detroit 
River  and  the  plantations  already  eftablifhed  in  Lower  Canada,  within  a 
fquare  formed  by  Lake  Ontario,  Lake  Erie,  Detroit  River,  and  Lake 
Huron.  From  a  fuppofition  that  the  Fort  of  Niagara  would  certainly 
remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Englifh,  he  at  firft  intended  to  make 
Newark  the  chief  town  of  his  government.  But,  fmce  it  has  been  de- 
cided*, that  this  fort  is  to  be  given  up,  he  has  been  obliged  to  alter  his 
plan.  A  chief  town  or  capital  muft  not  be  feated  on  the  frontiers,  and 
much  lefs  under  the  gvms  of  the  enemy's  fort.  He  has  fince  thought  of 
York,  fituated  on  the  northern  bank  of  Lake  Ontario,  nearly  oppofite  to 
Niagara  f  ;  it  is  in  this  place  he  has  quartered  his  regiment,  and  he  in- 

*  By  the  Treaty  of  lIQ'i.—TranJl. 

t  York,  defigncd  to  be  the  feat  of  the  government  of  Upper  Canada,  is  fituated  on  the 
north-weft  fide  of  Lake  Ontario,  forty  miles  north  by  weft  from  Niagara  Fort,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  weft-fouth-weft  from  Kingfton. — Tranjl. 

tends 
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tends  to  remove  thither  himfelf  when  he  Ihall  withdraw  from  the  fron- 
tiers. 

York,  from  its  extent,  fecurlty,  and  fituation,  offers  an  excellent  road. 
The  communication  between  Ivake  Ontario  and  Lake  Huron  is  liicllitated 
by  feveral  rivers  and  fmall  lakes.  The  furrounding  territory  poffeffcs  a 
good  foil,  and  affords  all  poffiblc  means  to  improve  the  trade  on  the  lake. 
Even  in  a  military  point  of  view  its  fituation  is  very  ad^■antageous.  The 
banks  of  Lake  Ontario  are  likely  to  be  firfi:  peopled  by  the  Americans,  and 
to  become  moft  populous  ;  and  Lower  Canada  will  always  prove  to  them 
an  obje<5l  of  jealoufy  and  envy  rather  than  Upper  Canada.  On  this  ground 
it  is  extremely  important,  to  choofe  a  fituation,  which  renders  it  more  ealy 
to  fuccour  fuch  points  as  are  moll:  expofed  to  an  attack.  Yet  Governor 
Simcoe  feems  to  have  relinquilhcd  the  idea  of  efiiablill'iing  his  refidencc, 
and  the  feat  of  government,  at  York.  He  Intends  to  remove  them  to 
the  banks  of  a  river,  which  is  to  be  found  in  all  maps  under  the  name  of 
De  la  Franche,  and  ^vhlch  he  has  named  the  Thames.  This  river,  which 
rifes  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Ontario,  but  is  not  yet  fufficiently 
explored,  is  fuppofcd  not  to  be  far  diftant  from  the  Miami  or  Great 
River.  It  flows  four  or  five  miles  in  a  fouth-weft  dlreftion,  and  empties 
itfelf  Into  Lake  St.  Clair.  It  is  the  Governor's  intention,  to  build 
his  chief  town,  to  which  he  has  already  given  the  name  of  Lon- 
don, about  two  hundred  miles  dlftant  from  this  lake.  A  communica- 
tion between  this  river  and  another,  which  falls  Into  Lake  Huron,  may 
be  eafily  eftablifhed,  in  the  vicinity  of  Glouccftcr,  and  by  land-carriage  a 
communication  niay  alfo  be  opened  with  Lake  Ontario.  The  Gover- 
nor is  at  the  fame  time  mailer  of  thefc  two  lakes,  as  well  as  of  Lake 
Erie,  which,  though  fifteen  miles  diftant,  he  can  reach  without  any  in- 
tervening portage,  but  one  of  three  miles.  Moreover,  that  part  of 
Lake  Erie,  which  lies  neareft  to  the  projc(R;ed  capital  (Long  Point),  is 
exaftly  the  mofi;  important  point  for  the  defence  of  the  lake,  and  on  this 
point,  which  lies  oppofite  to  the  American  fettlement  on  the  peninfula,  the 
Governor  means  to  form  a  harbour,  and  eredt  confiderablc  works  for  its 
protedlion.  If  the  capital  be  fituated  on  this  fpot,  it  will  of  confcquencc 
jcnjoy  feveral  advantage?,  bcfides   thofe   which  York   uould   afford.     It 

ihuuls 
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{lands  nearer  to  the  centre  of  the  expedled  population ;  is  more  remote 
from  the  parts  belonging  to  the  Indians  ;  and  the  Governor  intends  to 
flation  the  troops,  v^diich  yet  occupy  the  forts  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Americans,  in  the  pofts  of  Glouceftcr  on  Lake  Huron,  of  Long  Point 
on  Lake  Erie,  of  Michigan,  in  two  or  three  towns,  which  are  to  be  built 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  laftly  in  York,  This  intended  capital 
is  furrounded  by  all  poffiblc  means  of  defence,  and  is  fo  fituated,  that 
it  may  fpeedily  give  fuccour,  wherever  it  may  be  wanted. 

From  the  readinefs  which  government  difplays  in  granting  lands  gratis, 
the  Governor  entertains  not  the  leaft  doubt  of  foon  obtaining  a  numerous 
population.  Many  famiUes,  who  at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war 
embraced  the  royal  caufe,  have  fmcc  the  conclufion  of  peace  fettled  on 
lands,  which  were  beftowed  on  them  gratis.  The  American  foldiers,  who 
fought  under  the  fame  unfortunate  banners,  obtained  alfo  an  indemnifi- 
cation in  lands,  on  which  moft  of  them  have  fettled.  All  officers,  who 
ferved  in  that  war,  are  likewife  entitled  to  fome  hundred  acres,  a  certain 
number  of  which  are  already  cultivated  by  them.  The  Governor  is  alfb 
fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  procuring  many  colonills  from  the  United 
States ;  he  relies  on  the  natural  fondnefs  of  thefe  people  for  emigrating, 
and  on  their  attachment  to  the  Englilh  government.  There  arrive  in- 
deed every  year  a  confiderable  number  of  families  from  different  parts  of 
the  Union  ;  they  do  not  all  fettle,  it  is  true,  but  fome  remain  in  the 
country.  He  alfo  reckons  vipon  drawing  numerous  fettlers  from  New 
Brunfwick,  who  cannot  endure  the  climate  of  that  country.  And  laftly, 
the  confiderable  emigration  from  Europe,  which  he  fancies  he  fore- 
fees,  affords  him  certain  hopes  of  obtaining  thence  a  very  numerous 
population.  Yet,  by  his  account,  the  prevailing  fentiments  of  the  people 
render  the  admiffion  of  new  inhabitants,  who  prefent  themfelves,  rather 
difficult ;  efpecially  of  thofe,  who  come  from  the  United  States.  For 
this  reafon,  he  fends  fuch  colonifts,  as  cannot  give  a  fatisfad;ory  account 
of  themfelves,  into  the  back  country,  and  ftations  foldiers  on  the  banks 
of  the  lakes,  which  are  in  front  of  them.     He  would  admit  every  fuper- 

annuated 
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annuated  foldier  of  tlie  Englifla  army,  and  all  officers  of  long  fervlce,  who 
are  on  half  pay,  to  Ihare  in  the  diflrlbntion  of  fuch  lands  as  the  Kuig  had 
a  right  to  difpofe  of.  He  would  difmifs  every  foldier,  now  quartered  in 
Canada,  and  give  him  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  foon  as  he  fhould 
procure  a  young  man  to  ferve  as  his  fubftitute.  With  his  views  to  cn- 
creafe  the  population  of  the  country,  he  blends  the  dcfign  of  drawing 
young  Americans  into  the  Englifli  fervice,  by  which  he  will  augment  the 
number  of  American  families,  attached  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  In 
the  midft  of  thefe  families  of  foldiers,  which  he  intends  to  fettle  on  the 
lakes,  and  on  all  the  frontiers  towards  the  United  States,  he  means  to 
place  all  the  officers,  \\ho,  as  has  already  been  obfervcd,  have  any  claim 
on  the  lands.  He  propofes  thus  to  form  a  militia,  attached  to  the  King 
froin  habit  and  gratitude  ;  and  this  he  confiders  as  one  of  the  moft  cer- 
tain means  for  fuppreffing  the  difturbances,  which  might  be  excited  by 
fome  difaffefted  new  fettlers,  who  inhabit  the  midland  counties,  and  at 
the  fame  time  as  one  of  the  beft  meafures  or  defence  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
By  this  plan  of  fettling  amidft  the  foldiers  officers  and  gentlemen  of  re- 
fpeftable  families,  whom  he  hopes  to  attract:  from  England,  he  \^•iihcs  to 
form  a  clafs  of  gentry,  and  to  promote  more  or  lefs  the  execution  of  the 
projedl,  clearly  difcernible  in  the  new  conllitution,  to  introduce  into  the 
two  Canadas  an  hereditary  nobility. 

It  is  aflcrted,  that  all  Canada,  vaft  as  is  its  extent,  produces  not  the  ne- 
ceflary  corn  for  the  confumption  of  its  inhabitants  ;  the  troops  are  fup- 
plicd  with  flour  froin  London,  and  with  fait  meat  from  Ireland.  In  Ge- 
neral Simcoe's  opinion  Upper  Canada  is  not  only  capable  of  fatisfying  the 
wants  of  all  its  inhabitants,  but  alfo  of  becoming  a  granary  for  England, 
and  of  creating  a  confiderable  trade  by  the  exchange  of  this  neccflary  of 
life  for  other  commodities ;  nor  does  he  entertain  the  Icall  doubt,  but 
that  the  activity,  in  agricultural  purfuits,  which  he  endeavours  to  excite 
in  Upper  Canada,  will  operate  as  a  powerful  example  in  regard  to  Lower 
Canada,  and  roufe  it  from  its  prefent  fopincncfs  and  indolence.  He  con- 
ceives, that  the  vaft  quantities  of  lifli,  with  which  the  lakes  abound,  and 

efpccially 
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cfpecially  of  fturgeons  in  Lake  Ontario,  afford  the  means  of  a  fuccefsful 
competition  Avith  Ruffia,  which  fupplies  England  with  this  article  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount. 

The  corn-trade  is,  in  his  judgment,  far  preferable  to  the  fur-trade, 
which  appears  to  him  at  once  unprofitable  for  Great  Britain,  and  a  means 
of  oppreffion  to  Canada,  in  as  much  as  it  throws  the  whole  trade  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  companies,  and  at  the  fame  time  renders  them  maf- 
ters  of  the  commodities,  which  are  imported  from  England  in  return.  It 
is  his  wifli,  that  merchants  may  fettle  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  Montreal,  and 
in  Quebec;  and,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  corn-trade,  deftroy  that  mo- 
nopoly which  very  juftly  excites  his  indignation  ;  and  he  entertains  hopes, 
that  this  will  adlually  take  place. 

The  maxims  of  government,  profefled  by  General  Simcoc,  are  very 
liberal  and  fair  ;  he  detefts  all  arbitrary  and  military  government  without 
the  walls  of  the  forts ;  and  defires  liberty  in  its  utmoft  latitude,  fo  far  as 
is  confiftent  with  the  conflitution  and  law  of  the  land.  He  is,  therefore, 
by  no  means  ambitious  of  invefling  all  power  and  authority  in  his  own 
hands,  but  commits  to  the  lieutenants,  whom  he  nominates  for  each 
county,  the  right  of  appointing  the  juftices  of  the  peace  and  officers  of 
the  militia.  By  this  meafure,  he  thinks,  he  fliall  be  able  to  attach  men 
of  weight  and  influence  to  government,  and  fubordinate  officers  to  their 
fuperiors,  and  thus  fecure  additional  refources  for  preferving  the  good 
opinion  and  affeSiion  of  the  Canadians  towards  the  Britifh  Government. 
All  the  juflices  of  the  peace,  whofe  number  is  very  great  indeed,  poifefs 
the  right  within  their  rcfpe(5live  diftridls  of  affigning,  in  the  King's  name, 
to  every  fettler,  with  whofe  condu6l  and  principles  they  are  acquainted, 
a  lot  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  The  furveyor  of  the  diflridl  is  in-  ' 
formed  by  thcjuflicc  of  the  peace  of  the  grant,  made  in  favour  of  the 
new  colonift,  and  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  has  taken ;  on  receiv- 
ing which  Information  he  gives  the  new  fettler  a  certificate,  pointing  out 
that  part  of  the  diftridl,  where  he  is  to  find  the  land,  allotted  to  him  by 
the  magiftrate.  If  he  fliould  wifli  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land,  he  muft 
'apply  to  the  Executive  Council. 

H  h  From 
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From  the  prcfent  fmallnefs  of  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada  ;  which,  however  confiderable  the  migration  may  be,  for  a  great 
length  of  time  will  bear  no  proportion  to  the  extent  of  country  to  be 
peopled  ;  General  Simcoe  entertains  not  the  fmalleft  ^^  ifh  to  enlarge  his 
territory  at  the  expence  of  the  Indians  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  receives  with 
the  utmoft  kindnefs  thofe  whom  the  Americans  drive  from  their  habita- 
tions ;  and  this  conduft  is  extremely  wife.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  policy 
of  the  united  States  require  that,  in  the  interpiediate  fpace  between  them 
and  the  Englifli,  there  fhould  not  rcfide  a  people,  who  mav  prove  dan- 
gerous from  their  extreme  fafceptibility  of  feduftion,  who  cannot  be  ufe- 
ful  on  account  of  their  fmall  number,  and  who,  being  a  nation  that  lives 
by  hunting,  demand  a  large  tract  of  country  for  their  fubfiftence  ;  Go- 
vernor Simcoe  may,  on  the  other  hand,  tolerate  them,  w"ithout  the  Icaft 
danger,  on  the  frontier  of  the  Englifli  pofTcffions,  conneft  them  by  this 
meafure  more  clofely  with  England,  and  exafperate  them  agalnft  the 
Americans,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  their  hatred  in  cafe  of  need ; 
efpeclally  as  he  finds  they  will,  at  any  time,  cede  to  him  whatever  lands 
he  may  defire. 

Although  the  fur-trade,  in  General  Simcoe's  opinion,  is  not  fo  profit- 
able to  England,  as  many  Englillimen  imagine  ;  yet  he  will  not  divide 
its  profits  with  the  Americans  ;  who,  by  the  furrender  of  the  forts,  ac- 
quire a  fhare  in  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  and  excellent  harbours  on 
their  coaft ;  and  of  confequence,  are  poffeffed  of  c^'cry  means  to  partici- 
pate in  this  branch  of  commerce.  A  communication,  he  thinks,  may 
cafily  be  opened  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Ontario,  by  means  of 
St.  Jofeph's  River,  which  by  relieving  the  fur-traders  from  the  trouble 
and  expence  of  the  circuitous  navigation  of  the  Detroit  River,  of  Lake 
Erie,  of  the  Niagara  river,  and  of  a  great  part  of  Lake  Ontario,  would 
difappoint  the  United  States  in  their  hope  of  receiving  in  future,  as  they 
have  hitherto  done,  any  articles  acrofs  the  lakes  from  the  forcfts,  fituate 
above  Lake  Huron,  and  would  at  the  fame  time  free  Englifli  fliips  from 
the  neccflfity  of  paffing  by  the  forts  of  Detroit  and  Niagara,  which  are 
henceforth  to  belong  to  the  Americans.     Nay,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  a 
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dire<fl  commvinication  might  be  eftablifhed  between  Lake  Huron  and  St. 
Lawrence  river,  which  would  however  require  ieveral  portages,  on  ac- 
count of  the  numerous  rapids  which  interrupt  the  navigation  of  that 
river,  as  well  as  of  the  fmall  lakes  through  which  it  flows. 

The  plan  of  nlilitary  operation  conceived  by  the  Governor,  in  cafe  of 
a  war  with  the  Americans,  confifts  in  chiefly  drawing  them  into  the 
Englifli  dominions,  where,  under  the  protecllon  of  his  forts,  he  can  fight 
them  to  greater  advantage.  He  further  intends  to  eftablilli  a  refpetlable 
naiy,  compofed  of  fmall  veffels,  mounting  heavy  guns,  which  no  Ame- 
rican yacht  can  dare  to  engage,  and  which,  if  a  defcent  were  openly  at- 
tempted on  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  would  be  well  qualified  to 
cover  the  landing.  He  alfo  promifes  himfelf  much  from  the  aflTiftance 
of  his  militia,  with  whom  he  would  make  confiderable  inroads  into  the 
heart  of  the  enemy's  country.  The  communication  between  Lake  Hu- 
ron and  Lake  Ontario  appears  to  him  ftill  more  neceffary  in  time  of  war, 
as  by  means  of  this  communication  he  intends  to  convey  into  the  latter 
lake  the  galleys,  bomb-ketches  and  gun-boats,  which  he  purpofes  to  build 
at  another  town,  lying  on  the  Thames,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name 
of  Chatham. 

The  views  of  Governor  Simcoe,  I  mean  thofe,  which  concern  the  civil 
government,  are  undoubtedly  extenfive,  and  well  planned.  They  are, 
in  my  judgment,  the  beft  which  can  be  conceived,  in  his  fituation,  as  an 
Englifh  governor ;  and  the  poffibility  of  their  being  carried  into  cfFedl 
cannot  be  quefi;ioned,  if  he  poflefles  the  confidence  of  government,  and 
lias  plenty  of  money  to  expend.  He  may  alfo,  in  the  execution  of  his 
plans,  derive  confiderable  aid  from  the  foldiers,  quartered  in  his  province. 
He  is  aware  of  the  indifpenfible  neceffity  of  habituating  the  troops  to  la- 
bour in  a  country,  where  he  cannot  hope  to  make  them  mafters  of  a 
complex  fyflem  of  tactics,  and  where  laborious  habits  peculiarly  fit  them 
for  that  fort  of  warfare,  which  is  beft  adapted  to  the  fmallncfs  of  their 
number,  to  the  enemy  they  have  to  combat,  and  to  the  difficulties 
they  have  to  encounter. 

But  the  execution  of  his  projects  is  neverthelefs,  upon  the  whole,  ob- 
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ftruded  by  numerous  obftaclcs  ;  the  greateft  of  which  confifts  in  the  Go- 
vernor's determination  to  return  to  England  at  the  expiration  of  five 
years.  A  plan  of  fuch  vaft  magnitude,  and  which  comprifes  fo  great  a 
variety  of  defigns,  can  be  carried  into  execution  by  him  only,  who  was 
able  to  conceive  it.  From  the  very  nature  of  the  principles  on  which  it 
is  built,  and  the  intimate  connexion  of  its  various  parts,  the  fuccefsful 
execution  of  fuch  a  projeft  fuppofes,  on  the  part  of  the  executor,  befides 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  ftru6lure  and  complexion,  courage,  order, 
and  a  laudable  ambition  of  achieving  arduous  and  ufeful  undertakings ; 
requifites,  hardly  to  be  met  with  in  any  perfon  who  may  be  fcnt  to  fuc- 
ceed  this  governor.  If  fuch  a  one  be  a  man  of  moderate  capacity,  he  wall 
neither  be  able  to  purfue  nor  to  execute  a  plan,  which  is  not  of  a  nature 
to  be  committed  to  fubaltern  officers ;  and  if  he  be  poffefled  of  fome 
parts,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  felf-lovc  will  diffuade  him  from  purfuing  a 
plan,  laid  down  by  another ;  and  however  pofitive  and  peremptory  his 
inflru6lions  may  be,  at  two  thoufand  miles  dillance  they  will  be  eafily 
evaded.  Add  to  this,  that  fondnefs  for  military  power,  and  the  love  of 
arbitrary  authority  are  in  every  region  of  the  globe  the  ufual  attributes  of 
men  in  power.  If,  therefore.  General  Simcoe  fliould  execute  his  defign 
of  leaving  Upper  Canada,  two  years  hence,  he  will  hardly  find  fufficieut 
time  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  plan,  which  appears  to  him,  and  I  think 
veryjuftly,  extremely  well  adapted  to  promote  the  profperity  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain.  The  various 
branches  of  this  plan,  are  fo  cxtenfive  and  fo  numerous,  that  a  long  feries 
of  years,  fpcnt  in  the  fame  fpirit  and  unwearied  exertion,  will  be  rcquifite 
to  execute  it  in  its  whole  extent. 

But  he  hiinfelf,  I  believe,  would  ineet  with  impediments  In  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plan.  Although  General  Simcoe  is  entirely  independent  on 
Lord  Dorchefler  in  all  civil  concerns,  yet  he  is  not  fo  in  regard  to  the 
military  department,  of  which  the  quartering  of  the  troops  forms  a  part. 
He  told  mc  himfelf,  that,  in  this  refped,  he  feared  to  meet  Avith  oppofi- 
tion  ;  and  1  incline  to  think,  that  on  this  fubjed;  he  did  not  cxprefs  all  he 
knows.  Unlcfs  the  troops  be  flationed  in  fuch  polls,  as  to  cover  and  de- 
fend 
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fend  the  projefted  capital,  and  the  various  fettlements  which  he  has  in 
contemplation  ;  unlefs  they  be  kept  to  labour  rather  than  military  exer- 
cifes,  and  iinlefs  thofe,  who  can  find  fubftitutes,  be  difmiffed  from  fer- 
vice,  his  projed  fails  in  three  very  material  points,  which  can  hardly  be 
accompliflied  by  any  other  means. 

Lord  Dorchefter  is  advanced  in  years^  and,  like  all  aged  people,  no 
friend  of  new  ideas.  Befide  that  he  is  fond  of  boundlefs  power,  the  pre- 
vailing difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada  may  excite  in  him 
a  wifli  of  drawing  more  troops  into  that  province  ;  and  feveral  hints, 
thrown  out  by  General  Slmcoe,  incline  me  to  believe,  that  he  thinks  his 
Lordfhip  has  fome  fach  intention.  The  Governor  may  alfo,  perhaps,  be 
too  fanguine  in  fome  of  his  expectations,  or  indulge  delufive  hopes. 

As  to  the  emigration  from  the  United  States  to  Upper  Canada,  I  mean 
a  confiderable  emigration,  it  appears  not  to  me  altogether  fo  probable  as 
to  him.  The  free  grant  of  lands  feems  at  firft  fight  a  much  greater  in- 
ducement, than  it  adhially  is.  The  lands  are  indeed  given  away  gratis  ; 
a  certificate  of  the  furveyor,  granted  by  command  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, gives  the  new  fettlers  a  right  to  the  ufufru6l  of  thefe  lands  ;  but  the 
property  thereof  is  fooner  or  later  transferred,  according  to  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  Council.  To  the-beft  of  my  knowledge,  none  of  thefe 
free  grants  include  a  transfer  of  the  right  of  property..  If  an  occupier  of 
this  defcription  dies  without  iffue,  previoufly  to  his  having  acquired  that 
right,  his  eftate  efcheats  to  the  King ;  no  collateral  friends  or  relations 
fucceed  in  the  pofiTeffion  of  the  eftate;  and,  of  confequence,  the  money 
and  labour  expended  in  its  improvement  and  cultivation  have  been  fpent 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown.  In  the  United  States,  a  new  fettler,  on  pur- 
chafing  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  the  price  of  which  is  to  be  paid  by 
difiiant  inftalments,  has  a  profpe<5l  of  difcharglng  them  by  felling  again  a 
fmall  portion  of  his  eftate,  the  value  of  which  he  has  doubled  by  cultiva- 
tion ;  while  the  Canadian  planter  has  to  look  for  the  permanency  of  his 
poffeflTion  merely  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  Governor  ;  and,  if  he  under- 
ftand  his  intereft,  he  will  not  place  on  him  an  implicit  dependance.  Inte- 
reft  and  an  acquaintance  with  fubftantial  and  refpedable  fettlers  may,  no 
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doubt,  procure  him,  fooner,  the  right  of  property,  and  thus  facilitate  a 
fccond  fale.  But  favours  of  this  kind  are  always  confined  to  a  part  of 
the  efcatc,  and  depend  on  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  Councih  As  long, 
therefore,  as  there  fliali  exift  no  law,  determining  the  period  and  terms  of 
the  invcftiture  with  thefe  rights ;  the  poffeflbrs  will  reniain  uneafy  and 
infecurc  ;  and  confequently  the  progrefs  of  improvement  will  be  greatl_y 
retarded.  Mines  of  eveiT  defcription,  from  gold  dov.n  to  pit-coal,  which 
may  be  difcovcred  in  the  lands,  thus  ceded,  as  well  as  all  timber,  which, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Surveyor-general,  is  fit  for  fliip-building,  arc  in 
all  thefe  grants  referved  in  favour  of  the  King.  All  thefe  reftric^ions  can- 
not but  render  a  good  fettier  very  unealy,  and  may,  in  the  eftimation  of 
mahy  people  prone  to  emigration,  far  outweigh  the  advantages  of  a  free 
Errant. 

The  attachment  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  whicli  is  frequently 
alleged  as  a  ground  for  emigration,  feems  an  empty  dream.  It  is  com- 
mon with  all  Engliflimen,  who  hold  here  places  rnder  government,  to 
boafh  of  this  attachment  of  many  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
ev^ery  rank  and  defcription.  On  what  grounds  tliis  opinion  refts,  I  know 
not ;  but  it  is  certainly  not  vvarranted  by  what  I  learned  in  the  United 
States.  They  there  profefs  fo  loudly  and  uniformly  principles,  which  in- 
dicate the  exatl  reverfe  ;  that  thefe  profcfTions  ought  doubtlefs  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  better  pledges  of  the  true  fentinients  of  the  Americans,  than  the 
aflertions  of  a  few  Englifhmen  in  place. 

The  families,  who  arrive  here  from  the  United  States,  emigrate  moft  of 
them,  it  isafferted,  fromtheirbeing  fubjeditherc  to  a  tax,  with  which,  how- 
ever trifling  it  may  be,  they  are  yet  difplealed.  If  this  be  really  the  cafe, 
fuch  a  difpofition  cannot  in  future  times  prove  favourable  to  Great  Britain. 
We  v^ere  alfo  told,  that  General  Simcoe,  from  his  eager  defne  to  people 
Upper  Canada,  is  by  no  means  difficult  in  regard  to  the  qnallhcations  of 
the  new  fettlers,  who  prcfcnt  themfelves ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  his 
averfion  to  fpeculations  in  land,  and  his  perfonal  difmtereftednefs ;  fre- 
quently a  whole  townfhip,  nay  at  times  two  or  three  together,  arc  afligncd 
to  one  and  the  fame  perfon. 

The 
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The  Governor  is  of  opinion,  that  the  trade  of  Upper  Canada  may  be 
encreafed  by  the  commodities  of  the  Geneffee  difhrid:,  for  v/hich  he  fees 
no  other  outlet,  but  by  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence.  This  opinion,  hoM^- 
ever,  feems  to  have  no  foundation  ;  when  it  is  confidered,  that  Lake 
Oneida,  the  Wood-creek  and  Mohawk-rivcr  offer  ready  means  for  a  w^a- 
ter-communication  v^ith  Lake  Ontario  and  the  North  River  ;  which  is 
at  prefent  interrupted  only  at  three  places,  where  the  boats  are  to  be  car- 
ried ;  and  that  the  Americans,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  dlfplay  the 
utmoft  zeal,  adlivity  and  indullry,  in  every  thing  which  tends  to  facili- 
tate communication  by  water.  But  upon  the  whole  the  Governor's  mif- 
calculations,  originating  from  national  prejudices,  are  of  too  little  im- 
portance to  impede  the  execution  of  his  projedl  ;  they  may  perhaps  pro- 
trad:  its  completion,  but  cannot  occafion  its  failure.  The  true  impedi- 
ments arc  thofe,  which  1  have  before  mentioned,  and  the  chief  obftacle  is 
the  Governor's  return  to  England. 

The  prefent  population  amounts,  as  I  have  already  {rated,  to  thirty 
thoufand  fouls.  The  principal  fettlement  is  that  of  Detroit ;  which  con- 
fifts,  entirely,  of  French  families,  and  is  moftly  fituated  on  a  tradl  of  land 
that,  according  to  treaty,  is  to  be  given  up  to  America.  The  Englifh 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  families,  who  have  fettled  there,  will  remove 
from  the  American  to  the  Britlfli  fide.  But,  if  the  condud  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  towards  thefe  families  Ihould  be  fuch,  as  the  interefl 
of  America  didates;  there  remains  but  little  probability,  that  they  will 
leave  their  long  cultivated  eftates,  merely  from  a  defire  of  living  under 
the  Englifli  dominion.  The  other  fettlements  in  Upper  Canada  confift 
in  a  very  confiderable  colony,  which  ftrctches  along  the  river  from  Fort 
Erie  to  Newark,  is  not  fully  occupied,  and  does  not  comprife  a  large 
extent  of  ground ;  in  a  few  plantations  on  the  creeks,  which  run  into 
Lake  Ontario  from  Newark  up  to  its  northern  point ;  in  an  infignificant 
beginning  of  a  fettlement  in  York ;  and  laftly  in  Klngflon,  extending 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  boundaries  of  Lower 
Canada,  which  is  the  moft  populous  of  all. 

As  to  the  Governor's  military  plans,  his  meafures  of  defence  only  are 
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fettled  and  determined  ;  his  plans  of  oifcnfive   operation  are   fo  unde 
fined  and  uncertain  as  not  to  deferve  any  mention. 

The  hatred  of  the  Governor  againft  the  United  States  occafions  him. 
on  the  llighteft  occafion,  to  overleap  all  the  bounds  of  prudence  and  de- 
cency, which  he  carefully  obferves  in  all  otlicr  matters.  He  was  a 
zealous  prom.oter  of  the  American  war,  in  which  he  took  a  ^  cry  active, 
yet  very  unfortunate,  part.  The  calamitous  iffue  of  the  war  has  ftili 
more  exafperated  his  hoftillty ;  and  it  was  \\ith  the  fmcereft  grief  I  liil- 
e-"ed  to  his  boafting  of  the  numerous  houf'es  he  had  fired  during  that 
unfortunate  conflift,  and  of  his  intention  to  burn  a  ftili  greater  number 
in  cafe  of  a  rupture.  In  fhort,  the  whole  of  his  intentions  on  this  fub- 
je<3;  was  fuch  as  the  moll  violent  party-rage  alone  can  infpire.  He  told 
us,  that,  in  cafe  of  another  war  with  America,  by  expending  vafl  fums  of 
money,  he  would  force  them  to  expences  equally  great,  which  they  would 
not  be  able  to  meet,  and  much  lefs  to  fupport  for  any  length  of  time  ; 
in  fhort,  wage  againft  them  a  money-war.  Yet  he  affirms  inceflantly, 
that  it  is  his  anxious  wlfh  to  preferve  peace  with  the  United  States. 
This  he  very  juftly  confiders  as  a  powerful  mean  of  promoting  the  prof- 
pcrit}'  of  his  new  colony.  But  his  hatred  againft  the  rebels  is  fo  violent ; 
and  his  difpleafure,  occafioned  by  the  furrender  of  the  forts,  is  fo  rtrong ; 
that  the  charge,  preferred  againft  him  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  of  his  having  laft  year  affiftcd  the  Indians  as  much  as  he  could, 
without  making  himfelf  openly  a  party  in  the  difpute,  fcems  not  devoid 
of  foundation.  By  exciting  this  war,  the  fuccefsful  illue  of  which  he 
confidered  as  certain,  he  attained  the  twofold  purpofe  of  fatisfying  at 
once  his  ambition  and  his  revenue.  He  does  not  himfelf  deny,  that  he 
had  adopted  the  nccefiary  meafures  for  conducting  to  the  diftriA  of  Gc- 
neflec  all  the  Indians,  who  were  at  his  difpofal,  and  who,  by  his  account, 
amounted  to  five  thoufand  men — meafures  which  would  naturally  have 
heen  attended  with  the  firing  of  all  the  habitations,  and  the  flaughter  of 
all  the  inhabitants.  A  war,  thus  barbarous  and  dcftru61i\  e,  would  ha\  c 
been  waged  by  England  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  ;  and  tlie 
founder  of  a  colony,   in  every  other  rcfpe<5l  a  man  of  generous  and  noble 
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feelings,  would  have  projected  and  prepared  it.  I  fliould  not  have  cre- 
dited thefe  projcdls,  had  I  heard  them  ftated  by  any  individual  but  the 
Governor  himfelf ;  or  fliould  I  have  ventured  to  introduce  them  here, 
but  that,  within  my  knowledge,  he  has  repeatedly  communicated  them 
to  fcveral  other  perfons. 

But  for  this  inveterate  hatred  againfl  the  United  States,  which  he  too 
loudly  profefles,  and  which  carries  him  too  far.  General  Simcoe  appears 
in  the  moft  advantageous  light.  He  is  jull,  active,  enlightened,  brave, 
frank,  and  poffefles  the  confidence  of  the  country,  of  the  troops,  and  of 
all  thofe  who  join  him  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs.  To  thefe 
he  attends  with  the  clofeft  application  ;  he  preferves  all  the  old  friends  of 
his  King,  and  neglects  no  means  to  procure  him  new  ones.  He  unites, 
in  my  judgment,  all  the  qualities  which  his  ftation  requires,  to  maintain 
the  important  poffeffion  of  Canada,  if  it  be  poffible  that  England  can, 
long  retain  it. 

In  his  private  life,  Governor  Simcoe  is  fimple,  plain,  and  obliging,' 
He  inhabits  a  fmall  miferable  wooden  houfe,  which  formerly  was  occu- 
pied by  the  commiffaries,  who  refided  here  on  account  of  the  navigation 
of  the  lake.  His  guard  confifts  of  four  foldiers,  who  every  morning  come 
from  the  fort,  and  return  thither  in  the  evening.  He  lives  in  a  noble 
and  hofpitable  manner,  without  pride ;  his  mind  is  enlightened ;  his 
character  mild  and  obliging ;  he  difcourfes  vs'ith  much  good  fenfe  on  all 
fubjecfts,  but  his  favourite  topics  are  his  projects  and  w^ar,  which  feem  to 
be  the  objefts  of  his  leading  paffions.  He  is  acquainted  with  the  military 
hillory  of  all  countries ;  no  hillock  catches  his  eye  without  exciting  in 
his  mind  the  idea  of  a  fort,  which  might  be  conftrudied  on  the  fpot  ^ 
and  with  the  con{lrud;ion  ot  this  fort  he  affociates  the  plan  of  operations 
for  a  campaign,  efpecially  of  that  which  is  to  lead  him  to  Philadelphia. 
On  hearing  his  profefiTions  of  an  earncft  dcfire  of  peace,  you  cannot  but 
fuppofe,  either  that  his  reafon  muft  hold  an  abfolute  fway  over  his  paffion, 
or  that  he  deceives  himfelf. 

Mrs.  Simcoe  is  a  lady  of  thirty-fix  years  of  age.     She  is  timid,   and 
^eaks  little ;  but  flic  is  a  woman  of  fenfe,  handfonie  and  amiable,  and 
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fulfils  all  the  duties  of  the  mother  and  wife  with  the  moft  fcnipulous  ex- 
aiflnefs.  The  performance  of  the  latter  file  carries  fo  fir  as  to  be  of  great 
affillancc  to  her  hufband  by  her  talents  for  drawing,  the  practice  of 
Avhich,  confined  to  maps  and  plans,  enables  her  to  be  extremely  ufeful  to 
the  Governor. 

Upper  Canada  pays  no  taxes,  except  a  duty  on  wine,  amounting  to 
four-pence  per  gallon  on  Madeira,  and  two-pence  on  other  forts  of  wine, 
and  another  of  thirty-fix  lliillings  iterling  a  year  for  a  tavern-licence, 
which,  during  the  feffion  of  1793,  was  encrcafed  by  twenty  lliillings  Ca- 
nada currency  [four  dollars]*.  The  fum  total  of  the  public  revenue 
-amounts  to  nine  hundred  pounds  fi:erllng,  out  of  which  are  paid  the  fa- 
laries  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Pi.eprefcntatives  and  of  the  fecre- 
taries ;  the  remainder  is  deflined  to  meet  the  expcnce  which  local  cir- 
cumftanccs  may  require  for  the  fervice  and  maintenance  of  fociety. 

The  jufiiices  of  the  peace  determine  in  the  quarter-fellions,  as  they  do 

in  England,  the  amount  of  the  county-rates  for  the  conftru6lion  of  public 

buildings,  for  the  repair  of  the  roads,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  army. 

(The  laft  item  is  not  yet  known  in  Canada.)     Thefe  rates  are  ralfed  by 

means  of  a  capitation  or  poll-tax,  aflclTed  in  proportion  to   the    probable 

amount  of  the  property  of  the  whole  who  are  in  the  diltrid:,  liable  to 

contribute  ;  the   largeft   afiTefijnent  on  any  individual  exceeds  not  four 

dollars. 

On  the  fame  principle  is  raifed  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  Aflem- 

bly,  who,  on  their  return  at  the  end  of  the  feffion,  deliver  to  the  jufticc 
of  the  peace  of  their  diilrid;  a  certificate  of  the  Speaker,  proving  the  num- 
ber of  days  they  have  been  prefent,  and  receive  two  dollars  per  day  out 
of  the  money  raifed  for  that  purpofe,  including  the  days  they  have  been 
upon  their  journey. 

*  The  value  of  money  in  Canada  fliould,  according  to  Jaw,  be  equal  to  tliat  which 
it  bears  in  Halifax,  and  confequently  a  dollar  be  worth  five  lliillings.  This  llandiird  is 
ftriftly  adhered  to  in  all  government  accounts,  but  not  fo  fcrupuloufly  obfervcd  in  the 
courfe  of  private  bufinel's.  'i'he  currency,  which  circulates  in  New  York,  pallls  alio, 
efpecially  in  tliat  part  of  Canada  v/hich  borders  on  New  York. — AuUior. 
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The  qxiarter-feffions  are  held  in  every  diftrid; ;  and  the  divifion  Into 
diftricfls  is  connefted  with  the  adminiflration  of  jullice.  The  juftices  of 
the  High  Court  of  Judicature  for  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  who  are  three 
in  number,  including  the  chief  juftice,  hold  four  fcffions  annually  in  the 
town  in  which  the  Governor  refides.  They  alfo  go  on  circuits  in  the 
different  dili rifts  of  the  province  once  a  year  ;  judges  for  the  different 
diftritis  fit  at  Ihorter  intervals  to  fettle  matters  of  little  importance, 
and  the  juftices  of  the  peace  exercife  the  fame  jurifdidlion  as  in  Eng- 
land. 

A  tribunal,  compofed  of  the  Governor  and  two  members  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council,  form  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  fuch  caufes  as  have  been  de- 
cided by  the  High  Court  of  Judicature.  The  Governor  forms  alfo,  with 
the  concurrence  of  an  affiftant,  the  choice  of  whom  depends  entirely  on 
his  option,  a  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  decifion  of  caufes,  concerning 
teftaments,  inteftate  heirs,  orphans,  &c, 

Rcfpefting  the  frequency  and  punifhments  of  crimes,  Mr.  White,  At- 
torney-general of  the  province,  informed  nae,  that  there  is  no  diftrid;,  in 
which  one  or  two  perfbns  have  not  already  been  tried  for  murder  ;  that 
they  were  all  acquitted  by  the  jury,  though  the  evidence  was  ftrongly 
againft  them  ;  that,  from  want  of  prifons,  which  are  not  yet  built,  petty 
offences,  which  in  England  would  be  punifhed  with  imprifonment,  arc 
here  mulcted,  but  that  the  fines  are  feldom  paid  for  want  of  means  of 
execution;  and  that  the  major  part  of  law-fuits  have  for  their  obje6l  the 
recovery  of  debts ;  but  fometimes  originate  alfo  from  quarrels  and 
affaults  ;   drunkennefs  being  a  very  common  vice  in  this  country. 

The  province  of  Upper  Canada  is  divided  into  the  four  diftrifts  of  De- 
troit, Niagara,  Kingfton,  and  St.  John's.  The  juftices  of  the  peace  are 
felefted  from  among  thofe  perfons,  who  are  beft  qualified  for  fuch  an 
office  ;  but,  in  a  country  fo  recently  fettled  men  worthy  of  this  trull: 
cannot  be  numerous. 

The  divifion  of  Upper  Canada  into  counties  is  purely  military,  and 
relates  merci/  to  the  enlifting,  completing,  and  alTembling  of  the  militia. 
The  counties  are  about  twelve  in  number.     Their  names,  with  which  I 
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am  unacquainted,  are  not  of  fufficient  importance  to  dcferve  to  be 
here  mentioned.  The  militia  of  each  county  are  affembled  and  com- 
manded by  a  Heutenant  and  fecond-lieutenant ;  they  mufl  be  divided 
into  regiments  and  companies.  Theyafl'emble  once  a  year  in  each  county, 
and  arc  infpcded  by  the  captains  of  the  different  companies  at  Icail 
twice  a  year.  Every  male  inhabitant  is  confidcred  as  a  militia-man  from 
the  age  offixteento  fifty.  He  is  fined  four  dollars  if  he  do  not  enlift 
at  the  proper  time  ;  and  officers,  both  commilTioned  and  non-commif- 
fioned,  w^ho  do  not  join  their  regiments  at  the  time  the  militia  are  affem- 
bled,  pay  a  fine  ;  the  former  of  eight  dollars,  and  the  latter  of  two.  An 
officer,  who,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  or  infurredion,  fhould  not  repair  to  his 
affigned  poft,  would  be  punifhcd  with  a  pecuniary  penalty  of  fifty  pounds 
f-terling,  and  a  petty  officer  with  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  fieri ing.  A 
militia-man,  who  fells  either  the  whole  or  part  of  his  arms,  ammunition, 
or  accoutrements,  is  fined  five  pounds  fterling  ;  and,  in  default  of  pay- 
ment, imprifoned  for  two  months.  The  Quakers,  Baptifls,  and  Dun- 
kers  pay,  in  time  of  peace,  twenty  fhillings  a  year ;  and,  during  a  war  or 
infurred:ion,  five  pounds  fterling,  for  their  exemption  from  military  fer- 
vice.  Out  of  thefe  fines  and  ranfoms  the  adjutant-general  of  the  militia 
receives  his  pay,  and  the  remainder  is  at  the  Governor's  difpofal. 

This  is  nearly  the  fubflance  of  the  firfl  a6l  of  the  legiflative  body  of 
UpperCanada,  paffed  in  1 793.  In  the  following  year,  1  7i)  i,  an  additioiwl 
aft  pafTed  relative  to  the  militia,  the  chief  regulations  of  which  tended  to 
improve  and  define  more  accurately  the  internal  form  of  the  regiments, 
battalions,  and  companies,  and  to  render  the  aflcmbling  of  detachments 
more  eafy  and  expeditious.  This  a6t  determines,  that,  in  time  of  war, 
the  obligation  to  carry  arms  in  defence  of  the  countiy  fliall  not  ccale 
before  the  age  of  fixty  ;  and  that,  of  confeqvzencc,  Quakers  and  others, 
who  enjoy  an  exemption  from  military  fcrvice,  Ihall  pay  lor  their  immu- 
nity up  to  that  age.  It  alfo  obliges  the  militia  to  ferve  on  board  of  fhips 
and  vefTels,  to  a6t  as  cavalry,  and  to  extend  their  fcrA  ice  beyond  the  pro- 
vince, on  condition  however,  that  the  fame  men  be  not  bound  to  fcrve 
more  than  fix  months  fucceffively^ 
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The  exemptions  from  military  fervice  ^re  confined  to  the  officers  of 
juftice,  and  other  public  functionaries,  whofe  number  is  very  fmall.  The 
■whole  militia  is  eftimated  at  nine  thoufand  men,  for  a  tra6t  of  country 
of  confiderable  extent,  in  which,  however,  the  communication  and  affcm- 
bling  of  the  troops  are  much  facilitated  by  the  lakes. 

All  the  expences  of  the  civil  and  military  adminiftration  of  Upper  and 
Lov/er  Canada  are  defrayed  by  England.  The  fum  total,  including  the 
political  expences,  or  the  money  paid  to  the  Indians,  though  this  forms 
an  item  of  the  military  expenditure,  amounts  for  Upper  Canada  to  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  this  fum,  or 
fixty  thoufand  pounds,  are  paid  to  the  Indians  ;.  including  the  pay  of  tlic 
principal  agents,  under  agents,  interpreters,  &c.  This  pay  dedu6led,  all 
the  other  charges,  occafioned  by  the  Indians,  confift  in  prefents,  toma- 
haw^ks,  mufkets,  powder  and  ball,  knives,  blankets,  rings,  buckles,  liats, 
looking-glafles,  and,  above  all,  in  rum.  The  agents  are  charged  with  the 
diftributlon  of  thefe  articles,  which  by  fome  are  dlftributed  every  year,  by 
others  at  various  times,  according  to  circumflances.  It  is  by  thefe  means 
the  Indians  are  fuppofed  to  be  gained  over.  Such  of  their  chieftains,  as 
are  believed  to  poiTcfs  confiderable  influence,  obtain  a  larger  fliare  of  pre- 
fents ;  by  which,  and  efpccially  by  a  protufe  diftributlon  of  rum,  their 
frlendfhip  is  gained  and  preferved.  The  Americans  are  depifted  to 
them  as  their  inveterate  enemies  ;  they  are  made  to  fwear,  that  they  will 
burn  and  fcalp  thefe  foes  at  the  firft  fignal.  It  was  in  this  manner  tlie 
Governor  imagined  laft  year,  from  the  reports  he  had  received,  that  he 
fliould  be  able  to  dlfpofe  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  who  had  all  taken  an 
oath,  not  to  leave  a  fcalp  on  the  fkull  of  any  American  they  fhoiild  fall  in 
with.  A  relation  of  thefe  atrocities  has  all  the  appearance  of  an  exag- 
gerated accovmt  of  fome  nation  of  cannibals,  and  yet  it  is  literally  true*. 
The  Enghfh  alTert,  that  the  Americans,  on  their  part,  proceed  exadlly  in 
the  fame  manner. 

*  With  all  candid  readers  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  matter  of  regret,  that  the  author 
ihould  have  preferred  a  charge  of  fuch  a  ferious  and  heinous  complexion,  witliout  giving 
himfelf  the  leaft  trouble  to  fubftantiate  its  truth. — Tranjlator. 

It 
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It  mufl  be  confcfTed,  that  the  colonics,  by  their  mean  and  barbarous 
pohcy,  teach  the  Indians  to  defpife  them.  But  we  may  indulge  a  hope, 
that  the  time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  the  latter  fl:iall  poflefs  fufficient 
fenfe,  to  take  the  prcfents  of  England  and  the  money  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  laugh  at  both  thefe  great  nations  ;  fcorning  to  be  any  longer 
the  tools  of  their  ambition  and  revenge. 

We  have  here  been  told,  that  England's  annual  expenditure  for  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  amounts  to  four  or  five  himdred  thoufand  pounds 
flerling  ;  w^hether  the  penfions  and  donations  which  England  beftows  on 
Ibme  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  be  comprifed  in  this  eftimate,  I 
know  not  ;  but  this  I  know,  from  a  very  refpedable  fource,  that  they 
amount  to  a  pretty  large  fum.  Is  it  this  circum^ftancc,  to  which  Meflrs. 
Hammond  and  Simcoe  allude,  v.hen  they  fpeak  of  the  num.erous  friends 
of  the  Kinsf  of  Great  Britain  in  the  United  States  ? 

I  have  not  yet  mentioned,  that  the  Governor  is  alfo  Prefident  of  an 
Executive  Coimcil,  compofed  of  five  members.  In  regard  to  the  bills, 
which  have  paffcd  both  houfes,  his  affent  or  dlllent  is  determined  by  the 
majority  of  votes.  But,  as  he  appoints  this  council,  and  has  alfo  the 
power  of  diffolving  it,  we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  it  confills  of  members 
entirely  dependant  on  him.  The  major  part  hold  feats  in  the  Legiflative 
■Council. 

An  office,  which  was  exclufively  charged  with  preparing  for  the  dif- 
cuffion  and  decifion  of  the  council  fuch  matters  as  concern  grants  of  land, 
has  lately  been  aboliflacd.  The  Executive  Council  has  refcrvcd  to  itfclf 
the  introducflory  difquifition,  as  well  as  the  definitive  determination,  of  all 
bufinefs  of  this  dcfcription.  The  number  of  thole,  who  apply  for  lands, 
is  uncommonly  great.  The  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  generally 
grounded  on  their  attachment  to  the  Britifli  Monarch,  and  their  difgufi:  or 
hatred  againft  the  government  of  the  United  States.  But,  under  alle- 
gations of  this  kind,  frequently  lurks  a  fpirit  of  fpeculation.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  follcitude  faid  to  be  difplayed  by  the  council  to  dlfcovcr  the 
truth,  m.any  grants  of  land  are  made  on  no  other  grounds  than  fa\-our. 
By  the  letter  ot  the  law,  which,  however,  is  often  eluded,  one  indi\idual 

cannot 
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cannot  obtain  more  than  one  thoufand  two  hundred  acres.  Yet,  as  the 
grants  contain  no  claufe  fixing  the  period  within  which  the  ground  is  to 
be  cleared,  fpeculations  frequently  occur,  and  not  the  leall  fecurity  is 
obtained,  that  the  land  will  be  a  moment  fooner  inhabited  for  beine  thus 
bellowed. 

I  hare  already  obferved,  that  ofncers,  who  ferved  in  the  American  war, 
have  a  right  to  a  fliare  in  thefe  lands,  which  amounts,  for  a  lieutenant  to 
twelve  hundred  acres,  and  for  a  colonel  to  five  thoufand.  But  officers,, 
who  never  adled  in  the  American  war,  nor  ever  held  a  colonel's  commif- 
fion,  have  obtained  {hares  as  great  as  the  largeft  allotted  to  thofe  who 
have.  Thefe  lands,  though  moft  favourably  fituated,  arc  not  yet  cleared  ; 
nor  is  there  the  leaft  appearance  of  their  being  fpeedily  cultivated. 

Every  thing  is  excelTively  dear  at  Newark.  The  fliops  are  few,  and  the 
fliopkeepers,  combining  againft  the  public,  fix  vv^hat  price  they  choofe 
Bpon  their  goods.  The  high  duty  laid  by  England  upon  all  the  comntio- 
dities  exported  from  her  illands  proves  a  povverful  encouragement  to  a 
contraband  trade  with  the  United  States,  where,  in  many  articles,  the 
difference  of  price  amounts  to  two-thirds.  The  government  of  Canada 
is  very  vigilant  to  prevent  this  contraband  trade ;  but  a  certain  profped; 
of  gain  excites  to  exertion,  which  will  frequently  fucceed  in  eluding  the 
law,  as  well  as  the  vigilance  of  the  executive  power.  The  fliopkeepers 
know  perfectly  well  how  to  favour  this  contraband  trade,  the  only  means 
for  deflroying  v/hich  would  be  to  lower  the  duties,  and,  of  confequence, 
the  price  of  the  commodities.  The  Governor  has  it  in  contemplation,  to 
encourage  fuch  manufadlures  as  produce  thefe  articles,  which  are  rim  in 
large  quantities  into  this  province  from  the  United  States,  fuch  as  hats. 
But  all  his  exertions  to  this  efFe6l  will  fail  in  regard  to  fugar,  coffee,  tea ; 
in  fliort,  with  refped;  to  all  commodities,  which  are  diredlly  imported 
from  the  United  States,  without  being  there  fubjeiled  to  as  high  a  duty 
as  in  Canada. 

During  our  long  refidence  at  Naryhall,  all  the  inhabitants  of  an  Indian 
village,  of  the  Tofcarora  nation,  came  to  congratulate  the  Governor  on  his 
late  arrival  at  Naryhall.     All  thefe  vifits  and  congratulatory  compliments 

have 
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have  no  other  obje(?i;  but  to  obtain  fome  drink,  money,  and  prefcnts. 
Thefe  Indians  generally  arrive  in  the  morning,  in  veffels,  from  the  oppo- 
fite  banks  of  the  ri^-er,  which  they  inhabit.  They  were  decked  out  with 
uncommon  care,  covered  with  rags  of  every  defcription,  and  adorned 
with  horfe-hair,  and  feathers  of  all  poffible  fpecies  of  birds.  In  their 
ears  and  nofes  they  wore  rings  of  the  moll:  varied  forms  and  colours. 
Some  were  dreffed  in  European  clothes,  others  wore  laced  hats,  and  fome 
were  naked,  excepting  the  double  apron,  and  painted  from  head  to  foot. 
It  is  in  the  manner  of  painting  themfelves,  that  their  genius  is  efpecially 
difplayed.  In  general  they  prefer  the  harflieft  colours,  paint  one  leg  white, 
and  the  other  black  or  green,  the  body  brown  or  yellow,  the  face  full  of 
red  or  black  fpots,  and  their  eyes  different  colours.  In  a  word,  they  unite 
in  their  decorations  the  utmoft  abfurdity  and  harfhnefs.  They  are,  every 
one  of  them,  painted  in  a  different  ftyle,  and  furnilhed  with  a  fmall 
looking-glafs,  which  they  every  moment  confult  w.th  as  much  attention 
as  the  mofl  finilhed  coquette.  They  comb  themfelves  again  and  again, 
and  touch  up  the  colours,  which  may  have  faded  from  perfpiration  or 
exercife.  Many  of  them  wear  filver  bracelets  and  chains  round  their 
necks  and  arms.  Some  have  a  white  fhirt  v,ith  long  fleeves  over 
their  clothes,  and  this  forms  their  moft  elegant  garment ;  the  major 
part  wear  as  many  filver  buckles  as  they  can  afford.  In  IhorL,  their  ap- 
pearance calls  to  recollection  the  whimfical  maiks,  which  throng  the 
ffreets  at  Paris  during  the  carnival.  It  muffc,  however,  be  confeffcd, 
that  their  abfurd  finery,  in  a  great  meafure,  confifts  of  things,  which 
they  make  themfelves,  of  horfcs',  buffaloes',  or  other  hair,  or  of  the 
briftles  of  the  hedge-hog.  They  twift  ropes  of  the  bark  of  trees,  and 
make  laces  of  a  fpecies  of  herbs.  Many  of  thefe  articles,  which  they 
ufc  to  adorn  their  drefs,  their  tobacco- bags,  their  fcalping-knivcs,  gar- 
ters, and  mockinfons,  (a  fort  of  flioes)  are  made  by  the  women,  \\  ith 
a  regularity,  a  fkill,  nay,  I  may  fay,  with  a  taftc,  I'eldom  to  be  found  in 
Europe.  Their  chief  excellency  confifts  in  the  great  variety  and  ricli- 
nefs  of  the  colours,  which  they  generally  extract  from  Icaxes,  and  t'n^m 
the  roots  of  certain  herbs  ;   but  they  poffefs  alfo   the   art   of  cxtrading 
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them  from  all  dyed  linens  and  iilks,  of  which  they  can  obtain  a  piece. 
They  boil  thefe  rags  in  the  juice  of  a  plant,  with  the  fpecies  and  name 
of  which  I  am  anacquainted,  and  thus  obtain  a  A'cry  durable  colour  for 
dying  hair  or  bark. 

On  their  arrival  this  morning  the  Indian  vifitors  were  about  eighty  in 
number.     The  Governor,  being  particularly  engaged,  deferred  receiving 
their  vifit  until  the  afternoon ;  at  which  time  only  thirty  made  their  ap- 
pearance, the  refi:  being  all  drunk,  and  unable  to  move.     The  vifit  w"as 
received  on  a  large  plot  of  grafs,  without  the  fmalleft  compliment  on  either 
part.     The  Governor  was  prefent,  but  kept  at  fome  dillance.     The  In- 
dians danced  and  played  among  themfelves.      Some  of  their  dances   are 
very  expreffive,  and  even  graceful,     Ajnournful  and  monotonous  ditty, 
fung  by  one,  and  accompanied  with  a  fmall  drum,   fix  inches  high,  and 
three  in  diameter,  forms  all  their  mufic,  except  that  frequently  a  flick  i.s- 
added,  with  which  a  child  beats  the  time.     They  dance  around  the  niu-' 
fic,  which   they  frequently  interrupt  by  loud  fhrieks.     The  hunting  and  r 
war  dances  are  the  moil  expreffive,   efpecially  the  latter.     It  reprefents 
the  furprife  qf  an  enemy,  who  is  killed  and  fcalped,  and  is  performed  by 
one  perfbn.^  The  reft  are  hopping  about,  like  monkeys,  in  a  lemicircular 
figure,  and  watch,  with  the  xitmoft  attention,  every  movement  of  the 
dancer.     The  moment  when  the  enemy  is  fiippofed  to  have  breathed  his 
lafi:,  a  llrong  expreffion  of  joy  brightens  every  face ;  the  dancer  raifes  a 
horrid  howl,  refumes  his  pantomime,  and  is  rewarded  by  univerfal  Ihouts 
of  applaufe.     When  he  has  thus  finilhied  his  dance,  another  enters  the 
ftage,  who  is,  in  his  turn,  relieved  by  others  ;  and  in  this  way  the  dance 
is  continued,  until  they  become  tired  of  it.     When  the  dance  was  over, 
they  played  at  ball ;  a  game  in  which  they  difplayed  their  agility  to  the 
greateft  advantage.     Every  one  had  a  racket,  the  handle  -of  which  was 
three  or  four  feet  in  length,  and  bent  at  the  end,   fo  that  the  racket  has 
the  form  of  a  bow.     The  packthread  is  made  of  bark ;   they  grafp  the 
racket  with  both  hands,  and  run  after  the  ball,  wherever  they  fee  it,  with 
the  view  of  catching  it,   one  before  another.     This  ball   is  frequently 
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thrown  to  a  coaflJeiable  dlltance,  in  which  cafe  they  run  after  it  al!  t(i- 
gether,  to  catch  it,  either  in  the  air,  or  on  the  ground.  No  bulla,  no- 
ditches,  no  barriers  check  their  ardour.  They  clear  every  thing,  leap  o\cr 
every  thing,  and  difplay,  in  this  game,  a  verfatility,  fwiftnefs,  and  dexte- 
rity, which  are  truly  ftriking.  During  thefe  games  the  agent  came  up  to 
the  general,  with  one  of  the  chieftains,  and  told  him,  that  the  Tufcarora 
nation  wiflicd  to  learn  whether  they  might  affill;  at  a  meeting,  to  be  held, 
in  Onondago  by  the  Qneida  Indians,  for  the  purp^ofe  of  idling  a  part  of 
the  Oneida  refervation,  which  the  ftate  of  New  York  had  ma-nifcfted  a 
difpofition  to  purchafe''.  The  Governor "^s  anfwer  was  conceived  in  terms 
extremely  vague ;  the  agent  tranflatcd  this  anfwer  as  he  pleafcd,  and  in 
reply  alTured  the  GoAcrnor,  in  the  name  of  the  Indians,  that  they  would, 
not  go  to  Onondago,  from  the  hope  that  this  would  prove  more  agree- 
able to  the  Britifh  Monarch.  Whether  this  political  farce  was  acted 
only  by  the  agent,  or  wl>ether  the  chieftain  took  a  part,  I  know  not ;  but- 
this  I  know,  that  this  chieftain,  a  moment  before,  begged  of  me  two 
fhillings,  for  which  he  would  have  promifed  me,  had  I  defired  it,  to  vifit 
or  not  to  vifit  all  the  meetings  throughout  the  univerfe.  Withoiit  enter'^ 
ing  further  on  this  fubjeft,  I  fliall  merely  obfervc,  that  the  whole  policy 
of  Eno-land,  relative  to  the  Indians,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  agents,  who 
alone  underftand  their  language,  and  have  the  folc  management  of  the 
prefents.  It  reds  entirely  with  thefe  agents  to  perfuade  all  or  any  of 
thefe  nations  to  engage  in  war,  and  to  excite  their  enmity  either  again-ft 
the  United  States  or  againft  each  other.  The  Governor  is  altogether  in- 
capable of  iudiz;ing  of  their  difobedience  and  oppofition  to  the  orders  of 
his  cabinet  but  by  the  refults.  The  fame  is  undoubtedly  the  cafe  as  to 
the  American  States. 

The  Englifli  agent,  here  referred-  to,   is  Colonel  Butler,   celebrated 

*  The  Oneida. Nation  receives  an  annuity  from  the  State  of  New  York  of  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  for  lands  purchafed  of  them  in  nos,  and. 
an  annuity  of  about  fix  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  from  the  United  States.-— 
'J'lafi/Iator. 
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for  his  *  *  *  ******-**■******_ 
He  is  a  native  of  America  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Wilkefharre.     His 

***************        4^        *         4^         ^         ^ 

*  *  *  *  *  ^  ^  *  *  *^  England  has  rewarded  his  loyalty 
with  five  fhoufand  acres  of  land  for  himfelf ;  the  fame  quantity  for 
his  children  ;  a  peniion  of  two  or  three  hundred  pounds  flerling  ;  an 
agency,  worth  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year  ;  and  the  privilege  of 
taking  from  the  fiiore-houfes,  which  contain  the  prcfents,  v/hatcver  he 
choofes.     He  is  treated  with  every  mark  of  refpecl  by  the  Governor. 

The  Tufcarora  Nation  is  an  Indian  tribe,  the  men  of  which  fliare  the 
toils  of  their  women  in  a  greater  degree  than  any  other.     The  Governor 
mentioned  a  proje6l,  he  has  conceived,  of  giving  a  half  civilization  to  all 
the  Indian  nations  in  the  intercft  of  England.     Whether  or  no  civili- 
zation be  likely  topromote  the  happinefs  of  the  Indians,  is  a  queftion,  a  full 
difcufiTion  of  wliich  might,  perhaps,  exceed  my  powers,  or  at  leaft  feem 
irrelevant.     But,  v^-ere  I  obliged  to  decide  it  at  once,  I  Ihould  anfwer  in 
the  negative,  as  long   as  they  arc  not  hemmed  in  too  clofely  by  the 
colonifts,  pofiefs  a  fufficicnt  traft  of  ground  for  huntinsr,  and  have  plenty 
of  game.     But,  I  repeat  it  once  more,  to  do  juftice  to  this  quellion  would 
require  a  more  profound  difcuffion,  than  I  can  enter  upon  in  this  place. 
Befides  it.qan  hardlj  be  fatisfadlorily  decided,  fince  the  ftate  of  favage  na- 
tions, left  entirely  to  their  primitive  life,  is  widely  different  from  the  con- 
dition of  thofe,  who  refide  in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  colonifts,  and  hold  in- 
tercourfe  with  them.     If,  on  mature  deliberation,  we  were  obliged  to 
allow,  that  the  creation  of  Vv^ants,  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  them,  the 
exercife  of  our  mutual  powers,  the  unfolding  of  our  faculties,  and  the  re- 
finement of  our  feehngs,  prove  more  frequently  fourccs  of  misfortune  than 
of  happinefs  ;  every  degree  of  civilization,  pregnant  with  all  thefe,  fliould 
carefully  be  kept,  for  their  own  fake,  from  all   favage  tribes.     But  the 
fame  conclufion  will  not  hold  good  in  regard  to  a  barbarous  people,  who, 
from  their  intercourfe  with   civilized  nations,  pofiefs  already  fomc  de- 
gree of  civility  ;  but  a  civility  which  acquaints  them  with  vices  only,  and 
confequently  introduces  them  to  fources  of  misfortune^,  and  who,  there- 
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fore,  from  a  higher  degree  of  culture,  may  derive  an  alle\Iation  of  their 
fate  and  an  increafe  of  happinefs.  As  to  the  advantages  hkcly  to  accrue- 
to  the  civilized  world  from  the  civilization  of  the  favages,  the  queftion 
feems  likely  to  demand  a  declfion  in  the  affirmative. 

However  this  may  be,  the  Governor,  in  conceiving  this  projedl,  had  not 
only  the  happinefs  of  the  Indians  in  view,  but  alio  his  own  advantage. 
He  intends  to  have  them  civilized  by  priefls,  and  would  give  the  prefer- 
ence to  miffionaries  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion.     The   policy  of 

General  S inclines  him  to   encourage   a  religion,   the   minifters  of 

which  are  interefted  in  a  eonne<5lion  with  the  authority  of  thrones,  and 
w  ho,  therefore,  never  lofe  fight  of  the  principle,  to  preferA-e  and  propagate 
arbitrary  power. 

I  learn  here,  that  rum  enervates  the  Indians,  fhortens  their  lives,  ren- 
ders their  marriages  daily  more  barren,  and,  when  fruitful,  produftive 
only  of  poor  unhealthy  children  ;  and  that,  from  the  ufe  of  this  poifon, 
which  now  cannot  either  be  wrefted  from  them,  or  rendered  harmlcfs  in 
its  confequences,  the  different  tribes  are  daily  decreasing  in  number. 

Eighty  miles  from  Naryhall,  on  the  Miami,  or  Great  River,  is  the 
fettlement  of  Colonel  Brant,  with  a  view  of  which  I  fhould  have  been 
much  pleafed  ;  but  he  is  not  there  at  prefent,  and  they  affurc  me  that, 
m  his  abfence,  I  fhould  fee  nothing  but  what  I  have  already  feen  in  thofc 
I  have  hitherto  vifited.  "■'  ^''•■^■"''' '  ^^- 

Colonel  Brant  is  an  Indian  by  birth.  In  the  American  war  he  fought 
under  the  Englifli  banner,  and  he  has  fmce  been  in  England,  where  he 
was  moft  gracioufly,  received  by  the  King,  and  met  with  a  kind  recep- 
tion from  all  claffes  of  people.  His  manners  are  fcmi-Europcan.  He 
is  attended  by  two  negroes  ;  has  eftabliflied  himfelf  in  the  Englilla  way  ;, 
has  a  garden  and  a  farm  ;  dreffes  after  the  European  fafliion  ;  and'never- 
thelefs  poffeflcs  much  influence  over  the  Indians.  He  aflifts,  at  prefent, 
at  the  Miami-treaty  '■■,  which  the  United  States  are  concluding  with  the 

wcftern 

^^  The  treaty,  alluded  to  by  the  author,  is  the  GrcenviMe  treaty,  concluded  on  the 
tliird  of  Augufl  ITOS,  at  (Hcenviilc,  a  foit  and  fettlement  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  north- 
weftern  branch  of  the  Great  Miami,  between  Ahijor-gencral  A.  Wayne  and  tiie  chiefs  of 
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weftern  Indians.  He  is  alfo  much  refpedled  by  the  Americans,  and,  in 
general,  bears  To  excellent  a  charafter,  that  I  fincerely  regret  I  could  not 
fee  and  become  acquainted  with  him. 

The  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  village,  which  we  palled  on  leaving  Ca- 
nawaga,  paid  alio  a  vifit  to  the  Governor  during  the  time  we  flayed 
with  him.  The  weather  being  too  hot  for  receiving  the  vifit  on  the 
grafs,  he  ordered  them  to  be  ufhered  into  a  room,  where  he  was  attended 
by  fome  officers  of  the  garrifon.  The  chiefs  of  the  Indians  faid  a  (cw 
words,  which  the  agent  interpreted  to  the  Governor,  as  containing  an 
afliirance,  that  they  would  employ  their  tomahawks  againft  any  one  he 
fliould  point  out,  and  expreffions  of  regret,  that  they  could  not  ufe  thenn 
laft  year  againfl  the  Americans.  The  Governor  thanked  them  for  thefe 
fentiments,  endeavoured  to  confirm  them  in  this  friendly  difpofition, 
and   told    them,    that   the    King  of  Great   Britain   wifhed  for    peace,. 

whatever  lies  the  maize-thief  [Mr.  P ,  Commiflioner  of  the  United 

States]  might  have  impofed  on  them   lafl  year.     They  anfwered,   that 

the  Governor  was  perfedlly  right,  and  that  P was  a  liar,   drank  as 

much  as  they  pleafed,  and  departed.  The  ^conference  was  held  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  before  nine  o'clock  half  of  them  were 
intoxicated.  The  Governor  is  very  anxious  to  oblige  and  pleafe  the  In- 
dians ;  his  only  fon,  a  child,  four  years  old,  is  drcfled  as  an  Indian,  and 
called  Tioga,  which  name  has  been  given  him  by  the  Mohawks.  This: 
harmlefs  farce  may  be  of  ufe  in  the  intercourfe  with  the  Indians. 

The  Niagara  river  and  lake  abound  with  a  great  variety  of  filhes.  We 
affifled  at  a  fifhing,  intended  to  fupply  the  fbldiers  with  flfli ;  the  net 
was  drawn  thrice.  One  end  of  the  net  was  held  by  men,  who  remained 
on  fhore,  while  the  remainder  was  carried  into  the  ftream  by  means  of  a. 
boat,  which,  after  the  net  had  been  entirely  expanded,  conveyed  the 
other  end  back  to  the  fhore.  Both  ends  are  joined  on  the  fpot,  whence 
the  net  is  drawn.     It  is  only  four  feet  deep,  but  one  hundred  feet  in 

the  following  tribes  of  Indians,  viz.  the  Wyandots,  Delawares,  Shawanefe,  Ottawas, 
Chippawas,  Putawatimes,  Miamis,  Eel-river,  Weeas,  Kickapoos,  Plan  Kafhaws  and- 
Kalkalkias. — Tranjlatar. 

length 
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-length.  Upwards  of  five  hundred  fifli  were  caught,  among  which  were 
about  twenty-eight  or  thirty  fturgeons,  fmall  pikes,  whitings,  rock-fifli, 
ilin-filh,  herrings,  a  fort  of  carp,  which  in  point  of  iliape  refemble  thoiv-. 
of  Europe,  but  differ  much  in  flavour,  and  in  the  form  of  their  heads,  fal- 
mon,  trouts  ;  in  fliort,  all  the  filli  was  of  a  tolerable  fize.  Middlc-fizcd 
fifh  are  eafily  caught  by  angkrs  on  the  banks  both  of  the  river  and  the 
lake  ;  they  ircquently  catch  more  than  their  families  can  confame  in 
feveral  davs. 

The  tov.-n  of  Newark  ftands  on  tlic  other  fide  of  the  river,  direclly  op- 
pofitc  to  the  fort.  About  a  hundred  houfes,  moftly  very  fine  flruc- 
tures,  have  already  been  ercAed,  but  the  progrefs  of  building  will  pro- 
bably be  checked,  by  the  intended  removal  of  the  feat  of  government. 
The  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  ricliefl  of  them,  lliare  in 
the  adminiliration  ;  and  confequently  will  remove,  to  whatever  place 
the  government  may  be  transferred.  In  point  of  fize  and  elegance,  the 
houfe  of  Colonel  Smith,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  fifth  regiment,  is  much 
difllnguifhed  from  the  reft.  It  confifts  of  joiner's  work,  hut  is  conftruded, 
embellifhed,  and  painted  in  the  beft  ftyle  ;  the  yard,  garden,  and  court 
are  furrounded  with  railings,  made  and  painted  as  elegantly,  as  they 
could  be  in  England.  His  large  garden  has  the  appearance  of  a  French 
kitchen-garden,  kept  in  good  order.  In  a  country,  where  it  is  a  hard  mat- 
ter to  procure  labourers,  and  where  they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  dol- 
lar per  day,  he  finds,  in  his  regiment,  as  many  as  he  choofes,  for  nine- 
pence  fterling  a  day,  becaufe  the  men  otherwife  do  not  eafily  obtain 
leave  to  go  to  work.  It  is  in  this  manner  he  is  now  clearing  five  thou- 
fand  acres,  which  have  been  granted  him,  and  has  the  ufe  of  thirty  more, 
which  belong  to  the  King,  are  fituate  in  front  of  the  town,  and  which 
the  Governor  has  affigned  him,  until  he  Ihall  be  ueccfiTitated  to  demand 
them  again. 

The  fcarclty  of  men  fcrvants  is  here  ftill  greater  than  in  the  United 
States.  They,  who  are  brought  hither  from  England,  either  de- 
mand lands,  or  emigrate  into  the  United  States,  A  very  wife  aft 
of  the  AflTembly  declares  all  negroes  to    be  free,    as   foon   as   they  arrive 

in 
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fn  Canada.  This  defcripdon  of  men,  v>-ho  are  more  or  left  frequent 
in  the  United  States,  cannot  here  fupply  the  want  of  white  fervants-. 
All  perfons  belonging  to-  the  army  employ  foldiers  in  their  flcad.  By 
the  Englifli  regulations,  every  officer  is  allowed  one  foldier,  to  whom 
he  pays  one  fhilling  a  week  ;  and  this  privilege  is  extended!,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  officers  have  need  of  a  greater  number  of  people.  The: 
Governor,  who  is  alfo  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Queen's  Rangers,  fla- 
tioncd  in  the  province,  is  attended  in  his  houfe,  and  at  dinner,  merely 
by  privates  of  this  regiment,  who  alfo  take  care  of  his  horfes.  He  has- 
not  been  able  to- keep  one  of  the  men.  fervants,  he  brought  v/itli  hiny 
from  England. 

The  regiments  quartered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States,  it   is  af- 
ferted,  lofe  much  by  defertion.      Seeing  every  where  around  them  lands,. 
either  given  away  or  fold  at  a  very  low  rate,   and  being  furrounded  by- 
people,  who- within  a.'  twelvemonth  have  rifen  from  poverty  to  proipe- 
rity,  and  are  now  married  and  proprietors,  they  cannot  endure  the  idea  of 
a  fervitude,  which  is  to  end  only  with  their  exigence.     The  ennui  na- 
turally arlfmg  from  the  dull  and  fecluded  manner  of  living  in  garrifons, 
where  they  find  neither  work  nor  amufement,  and  the  flight  attention' 
ftiewn  them  by  mofl  of  the  colonels,   darken  ftill  more,  in  their  view, 
the  difmal  pldlure  of  their  fituation.     They  emigrate  accordingly  into 
the  United  States,  where  they  are  fure  to  find  a  fettlement,  which,  if  they- 
ehoofe  to  v/ork,  cannot  fall-  to  make  them    rich   and    independent.     To- 
hold  out  to  them  the  fame  hopes  in  the  Englifli  colony  of  Canada,  would 
be  the  only  mean  of  rendering  lefs  dangerous  the  temptation   offered  by 
the  United   States.     It  is  with  this  view,  that  Governor.  Simcoe  very- 
wifely  formed  the  project  of  difmiffmg  every  fbldier,  who  fhould  find  an; 
able  fubftitute  in- his  roomj  and  to  give  him  one  hundred  acres  of  land  ; 
but  it  is  faid,  that  thisproje<S  appears,  in-Lord  Dorchefter's  judgment,  to 
favour  too  much  of  the  new  principles,  to  obtain  his-  confent.     If  it  were- 
aftually  refufed,  fuch   an  unreafonable  denial  would  more  forcibly  pro- 
voke the  difcontented  of  the  troops,  from  their  being  already  acquainted' 
with  the  meafure.. 

During  our  refidence  at  Naryhall,  the  fcffionof  the  Legiflature  of 

Upper: 
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Upper  Canada  was  opened.  The  Governor  had  deferred  it  till  that  time, 
on  account  of  the  expected  arrival  of  a  chief-jullice,  who  was  to  come 
from  England ;  and  from  a  hope,  that  Ue  Ihould  be  able  to  acquaint  the 
members  with  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  States.  But 
the  harveil  has  now  begun,  which  in  a  higher  degree  than  elfewhere  en- 
gages, in  Canada,  the  public  attention,  far  beyond  what  ftate-aftairs  can 
do.  Two  members  of  the  Legiflative  Council  were  prefent  inftead  ot 
fcven ;  no  Chief-jullice  appeared,  who  was  to  a6l  as  Speaker  ;  inftead  of 
ilxtccn  members  of  the  Allembly  five  only  attended,  and  this  was  the 
whole  number,  which  could  be  collected  at  this  time.  The  law  requires 
a  greater  number  of  members  lor  each  houfe  to  difcufs  and  determine 
upon  any  bufmefs  *,  but  within  two  days  a  year  will  have  expired  fmce 
the  laft  feflion.  The  Governor  has  therefore  thought  it  right,  to  open 
the  feffion,  referving,  however,  to  either  houfe  the  right  of  proroguing 
the  fittings  from  one  day  to  another,  in  expeftation,  that  the  Ihlps  from 
Detroit  and  Kingfton  will  either  bring  the  members,  who  are  yet  ^^  ant- 
ing, or  certain  intelligence  of  their  not  being  able  to  attend. 

The  whole  retinue  of  the  Governor  confifled  in  a  guard  of  fifty  men  of 
the  garrifon  of  the  fort.  Drefled  in  filk,  he  entered  the  hall  with  his  hat 
on  his  head,  attended  by  his  adjutant  and  two  fecretaries.  The  two 
members  of  the  Legiflative  Council  gave,  by  their  Speaker,  notice  of  it 
to  the  Affcmbly,  Five  members  of  the  latter  having  appeared  at  the 
bar,  the  Governor  delivered  a  fpeech  modelled  after  that  of  the  King,  on 
the  political  affairs  of  Europe,  on  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  United 
States,  which  he  mentioned  in  expreffions  very  favourable  to  the  Union, 
and  on  the  peculiar  concerns  of  Canada.  Where  no  taxes  are  to  be 
fettled,  no  accounts  to  be  audited  and  examined,  and  no  military  regula- 
tions to  be  adjufted,  public  bufinefs  cannot  occupy  much  time.  But,  if 
even  all  thefc  points  were  to  be  difcufled,  the  bufinefs  would  ftill  be 
trifling,  from  want  of  an  oppofition  ;   which  feems  to  be  precluded  by  the 

•  By  the  Quebec  A£l,  paffed  in  1791,  it  is  enafted,  that  the  Legiflative  Council  is  to 
confift  of  not  fewer  thiiii  fcvcii  members  for  Upper  Canada,  and  the  Aflcmbly  of  not  Icfs 
than  fixtecn   memlKis,   who    iire  to   be  called  together  at  Icaft   once  in  every  year. — 

Tyanjlalor. 

manner 
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manner,  in  which  the  two  Houfes  for  Upper  Canada  are  framed.  The 
conftitution  of  this  province  is  well  adapted  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the: 
country.  The  members  of  both  Houfes,  who  bear  a  rtiarc  in  the  admi- 
Tiiftration,  are  all  of  them  as  ufeful,  as  can  be  defn-ed,  at  this  period.  The 
influence  of  the  Governor  is  not  ufelefs.  And  the  other  neceflary  arrange- 
ments, efpeciaily  fuch  as  may  enfure  liberty  and  good  order,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  made  in  the  procefs  of  time. 

Fort  Niagara  ftands,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  on  a  point,  oppofite  to  that  of  MiffilTugas,  on  which  Newark 
is  built.  It  was  originally  conftra<5led  by  Mr.  de  la  Tonquiere,  three 
miles  nearer  to  the  falls  ;  but  was,  fome  years  afterwards,  transferred  to 
the  fpot,  where  it  now  ftands,  and  where  Mr.  de  Denonville  threw  up 
an  entrenchment.  This  fort,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Ofwego,  Detroit,  Miami, 
and  Michillimakkinak,  are  to  be  furrendered  to  the  Americans  *.  Fort 
Niagara  is  faid  to  be  the  flrongefl  of  thefe  places,  having  been  ftrength- 
ened  with  fbme  new  works,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year  ;  efpeciaily  covered 
batteries,  defigned  for  its  proteftion  on  the  fide  of  the  lake  and  the  river. 
All  the  breafl-works,  flopes,  &c.  are  lined  with  timber.  On  the  land- 
fide,  it  has  a  curtain,  flanked  by  two  baftions,  in  each  of  which  a  block- 
houie  has  been  conftrudled,  mounted  with  cannon.  Although  this  fort, 
in  common  with  all  fuch  fmall  fortified  places,  cannot  long  withfhand  a 
regular  attack ;  yet  the  befiegers  cannot  take  it,  without  a  confiderable 
lofs.  All  the  buildings,  withip  the  precindis  of  the  fort,  are  of  flone,  and 
>vcte  built  by  the  French, 

With  very  obliging  politenefs,  the  Governor  conducted  us  into  the 
fort,  which  he  is  very  loath  to  vifit ;  fmce  he  is  fure,  that  he  fhall  be 
obhged  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  Americans.  He  carried  us  through  every 
part  of  it,  indeed  more  of  it  than  we  wiflied  to  fee.  Thirty  artillery-men 
and  eight  companies  of  the  fifth  regiment,  form  the  garrifon  of  the  fort. 
Two  days  after  this  vifit,  we  dined  in  the  fort,  at  Major  Sew^ard's,  an 
officer  of  elegant,  polite,  and  amiable  manners,  who  feems  to  be  much 

♦  All  thcfe  forts  were  aftually  delivered  up  to  the  Americans  in  Augiift  \196,  purfuant 

to  the  tteaty  of  1794. — TranJIator. 
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refpefted  by  the  gentlemen  of  his  proleflion.  He  and  Mr.  PiLKixsoy, 
an  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  arc  the  military  gentlemen  we  have 
moft  Irequently  feen  during  our  refidence  in  this  place,  and  whom  the 
Governor  moil  dillinguifhes  from  the  reft.  In  England,  as  in  France, 
the  officers  ot  the  engineers  and  artillery  are  in  general  the  moft  accom- 
pliflied  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  ;  and  their  fociety  is  confe- 
quently  preferred.  The  officers  of  the  fifth  regiment,  whom  we  have 
feen,  were  well-bred,  polite,  and  excellent  companions. 

The  communication  of  the  fort  with  Newark  is  in  winter  intercepted 
for  two  or  three  months,  by  maffes  of  floating  ice,  carried  along  by  the 
ftream.  At  times  it  is  free  for  a  few  hours  only.  The  Indians  attempt,, 
now  and  then,  to  crofs  the  river,  by  jumping  from  one  piece  of  ice  to 
another.  But  the  number  of  thofc,  who  venture  upon  this  dangerous 
experiment,  is  never  great. 

Some  trifling  excurfions,  we  made  in  the  environs  of  the  city  ;  and 
efpecially  a  tour  of  four  days,  with  the  Governor,  along  the  banks  of  the 
lake  ;  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  interior  country.  The 
chief  purpofe  of  this  journey  was,  to  reach  the  extremity  of  the  lake.  A 
boat,  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  and  deftgned  for  the  Governor's  excur- 
fions between  Detroit  and  Kingfton,  contained  the  whole  company ; 
which  confifted  of  the  Governor,  Major  Seward,  Mr.  Pilkinfon,  us 
three  (Mr.  dc  Blacons,  having  left  us  two  days  after  our  arrival  in 
Naryhall),  and  Mr.  Richard,  a  young  Englifliman,  who  arrived  here 
by  the  way  of  the  North  River,  and  whom  we  had  already  feen  in  Phila- 
delphia. Twelve  cluijfeurs  of  the  Governor's  regiment  rowed  the  boat, 
which  was  followed  by  another  vefl'el,  carrying  tents  and  provifion.  We 
halted  at  noon  to  eat  our  dinner,  and  in  the  evening  to  pitch  our  tents 
and  lup.  In  the  morning,  we  walked,  then  breakfafted,  and  fct  out  to. 
purfue  our  journey,  which  was  rendered  rather  unpleafant  by  a  fmall  fall 
of  rain. 

Fortymile-crcek  was  one  of  the  chief  objc(fls  of  our  tour.    This  ftream,. 
which  interfc6ls   in   a  ftraight  line    the    range  of  mountains,  extending 
from  tluecn^'  Town,  flows,  with  a  gentle  fall,  into  the  plain ;  and'  af- 
fords 
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fords  ibme  wild,  awful,  yet  very  pleafing  profpcdls  among  the  mountain?. 
Before  it  empties  itfelfinto  the  lake,  it  turns  a  grift  mill,  and  two  fiiw- 
mills,  which  belong  to  a  Mr.  Green,  a  loyalift  of  Jerfey,  who,  fix  or 
fcven  years  ago,  fettled  in  this  part  of  Upper  Canada. 

This  Mr.  Green  was  the  conftant  companion  of  the  Governor  on  this 
little  journey ;  he  is  apparently  a  worthy  man,  and  in  point  of  know- 
ledge far  fuperior  to  the  common  caft  of  fettlers  in  this  neighbourhood. 
His  eftate  confifts  of  three  hundred  acres,  about  forty  of  which  are  cleared 
of  wood.  He  paid  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  forty  acres, 
through  which  the  creek  flows,  that  turns  his  inill,  on  account  of  the 
greater  value,  they  bear  for  this  reafon  ;  the  common  price  being  only  five 
fhillings  per  acre.  Land  newly  cleared  yields  here,  the  firft  year,  twenty 
bufhels  of  corn.  The  foil  is  good,  though  not  of  the  raoft  excellent 
quality.  They  plough  the  land,  after  it  has  produced  three  or  four  crops, 
but  not  very  deep,  and  never  ufe  manure.  The  price  of  flour  is  twenty- 
two  fliillings  per  hundred  weight ;  that  of  wheat  from  feven  to  eight  Ihil- 
lings  per  bufhel.  The  bufhel  weighs  fixty-two  pounds  upon  an  average. 
L/abourers  are  fcarce,  and  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  fix  Ihillings  a  day. 

Refpedling  the  feeding  of  cattle,  the  winter  is  here  reckoned  at  five 
months  and  half,  and  near  the  lakes  often  at  fix  ;  on  the  mountains  it  is 
a  month  fhorter.  A  few  habitations  are  fcattered  over  this  diftrid. 
Wheat  is  here,  as  well  as  throughout  all  Upper  Canada,  generally  fown  ; 
but  other  forts  of  grain  are  alfo  cultivated.  Wheat  and  rye  are  fown  in 
September  ;  oats,  in  May  ;  barley,  in,  June  ;  turnips,  in  July  ;  and  po- 
tatoes, in  May.  The  hay  harveft  falls  between  the  1  oth  of  June  and  the 
1  Oth  of  July,  Rye  is  generally  cut  about  the  beginning  of  July  ;  and 
wheat,  in  the  latter  days  of  the  ftvme  month ;  potatoes  and  turnips 
are  dug  up  in  Oftober  and  November.  Grafs  is,  in  general,  mowed 
but  once.  Cultivated  meadows  are  fown  with  timothy-grafs.  The 
cattle  are  fed,  in  winter,  with  hay ;  which  is  kept  either  in  barns,  in 
Dutch  lofts*,   or  in  ftacks,    after   the  Engllfh  manner  :    the  iaft  arc  very 

*  In  this  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  throughout  all  the  northern  parts  of  the  I'nion. 
they  call  a  thatched  roof  of  a  round,  fquare  or  polygonal  form,  which  rells  on  long  pofl.":, 
but  can  be  raifed  or  lowered  at  pleaiure,  a  Dutch  ioft. — Aiithoy. 

L  1  2  badU- 
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badly  made.  Until  the  winter  fets  in  with  great  feverity,  the  cattle  ai'e 
left  to  graze  in  the  woods  ;  they  tell  us,  that  in  all  parts  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, the  fnow  lies  fcldom  deeper  than  two  feet.  The  whole  of  thefc 
obfervations  apply  alio  to  the  cultivated  ground  near  Lake  Ontario  and 
Lake  Erie. 

INIr.  Green,  who  has  a  very  numerous  family,  intends  to  bring  up  all 
his  fons  to  farming,  and  to  build  for  each  of  them  a  mill,  either  on  this 
or  on  a  neighbouring  creek.  He  grinds  the  corn  for  all  the  military  poft:^ 
in  Upper  Canada  ;  where  General  Simcoe  has  ordered  all  the  flour  of  a 
good  quality  to  be  purchafed,  which  fliall  be  offered  by  millers  in  larger 
quantities  than  fix  bufhels. 

The  road  from  Fortymile-creek  to  the  extremity  of  the  lake,  which 
we  travelled,  on  horfebaek,  is  one  of  the  worfl  we  have  hitherto  feen  in 
America.  But  for  our  finding  now  and  then  fome  trunks  of  trees  in  the 
fwampy  places,  we  Ihould  not  have  been  able  to  difengage  ourfelves  from 
the  morafs.  Along  the  road,  which  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  the  foil  is 
good  ;  but  we  fcarcely  faw  four  plantations  on  the  bank  of  the  lake.  At 
the  very  extremity  of  it,  and  on  the  mofl  fruitful  foil,  there  are  but  two 
fettlements. 

Burlington  Bay  borders  on  Lake  Ontario.  This  bay  is  five  miles 
in  length,  and  communicates  with  the  lake  by  a  flreight  fixty  yards 
wide  ;  but  this  communication  is  interrupted  by  fand-banks,  which,  at 
the  extremity  of  the  lake,  form  a  bar,  the  bafe  of  which  projects  nearly 
half  a  mile  into  the  lake.  This  folc  paflage  excepted,  the  bay  is  feparated 
from  the  lake  by  an  ifthmus,  from  to  two  to  four  hundred  yards  broad. 
At  the  point,  where  this  ifthmus  begins  on  the  fouthcrn  fide  of  the 
lake,  the  unnavigable  tradl  is  about  fifty  feet  in  width.  Small  vcfTels 
arc  worked  up  into  a  fmall  creek  in  the  bay  ;  whence  they  proceed  with- 
out 'any  impediment  to  any  other  part  within  its  extent.  The  moun- 
tains, which  near  Fortymile-creek  reach  clofe  to  the  lake,  but  afterwards 
recede  to  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  miles,  approach  it  again  at  the  extre- 
mity of  Burlington  Bay.  Their  colour,  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  in- 
tervening foil  between  them  and  the  lake,  affords  ground  to  fuppofc,  that 
they  once  formed  its  borders,  and  that  the  tradt  of  ground,  which  now 

fcparates 
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Separates  them  from  its  prefent  bed,  and  which  is  covered  with  very  old 
and  beaulitul  trees,  has  been  formed  by  aUuvia  from  the  waters  of  the 
lale.  This  range  of  mountains,  after  having  formed  an  opening, 
through  which  a  pretty  confiderable  river  empties  itfelf  into  the  bay,  re- 
join, bound  the  lake  for  about  a  fourth  part  of  its  length,  and  ftretch 
thence  towards  Lake  Huron,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  they  divide  into 
different  branches,  the  farther  diredion  of  which  is  not  known.  The 
geograpliical  knowledge  of  this  country,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  courfe 
of  the  rivers,  the  Ihape  of  the  vallies,  and  the  diredion  of  the  chain 
of  mountains,  is  yet  very  imperfed.  Governor  Simcoe  is  aware  of  the 
neceiTity  of  its  being  enlarged  and  perfeded.  But,  in  a  newly  occupied 
country,  like  this,  the  number  of  objedls  neceifary  to  be  attended  to  is 
ixnmenfe. 

During  the  whole  of  our  excurfion  we  paiTed  through  woods,  copi- 
-oufly  adorned  with  flowers  of  the  moft  exquifite  hues  and  fragrance,  the 
names  of  which  we  could  not  learni     The  numbers  of  fragrant  trees,  of 
a  fize  unknown  in  Europe,  was  equally  great. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  are  rather  unhealthy,  and  intermittent  fevers  are 
almoft  as  frequent  there,  as  in  the  diftrid;  of  Geneffee.  But  few  furgeons 
refide  in  the  country  ;  they  are  not  fuffered  to  pradifc,  till  after  having 
undergone  an  examination  by  a  phyfician,  appointed  by  government. 
This  prevention,  which  may  prove  very  beneficial  in  future  times,  is  at 
prefent  of  no  avail.  For,  as  very  few  apply  for  leave  to  pra6tife,  the  mofl 
ignorant  are  admitted  without  difficulty,  if  they  will,  only  prefent  them- ^ 
felves  for-  admifli'on. 

By  one  of  them  I  was  informed,  that  the  inferior  clafTes  of  the  inha- 
bitants dread  their  advice  in  intermittent  fevers,  becaufe  they  always  pre- 
fcribe  bark  ;  and  that  poor  people,  inftead  of  following  their  advice,  have 
recourfe  to  a  fort  of  magic  charm,  in  which  univerfal  confidence  is  placed 
in  this  country.  If  feized  with  the  ague,  they  go  into  the  forefl,  fearch. 
out  a  branch  of  an  elm  or  falTafras,  of  the  lafl  year's  growth  ;  faftento  this  • 
branch,  without  breaking  it  off  the  tree,  a  thread,  which  muff  not  be 
quite  new ;  tie   as  many  knots,   as  they  think  they  Ihall  have  fits  ot  the 

fever;. 
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icvcr ;  and  then  return  lionic,  pcri'eclly  convinced,  that  they  fluili  not  cx- 
})cricnce  more  fits,  than  tliey  have  bound  themfclves  to  fuftain,  by  the 
number  of  knots  they  have  tied.  The  firll:  difcoverers  of  this  arcanum  ufed 
to  make  fo  few  knots,  that  the  ague  would  frequently  difappoint  their 
hopes,  but  they  who  at  prefent  pradlife  this  fuperftltion  tie  fo  many,  that 
.  the  febrile  matter  is  generally  carried  off,  before  the  number  of  fits  comes 
up  to  that  of  the  knots. 

A  tour-  along  the  banks  of  the  lake  is  extremely  pleafant ;  the  profpecft 
of  this  vaft  flieet  of  water  is  majeftic,  and  the  traces  of  culture,  which  up- 
on the  whole  has  been  commenced  on  the  befh  principles,  offer  a  pifture, 
on  which  both  the  eye  and  the  mind  dwell  with  equal  pleafure.  The 
Governor  is  a  worthy^  man,  amiable  and  plain.  The  company  was  agree- 
able, and  we  enjoyed  every  convenience,  which  can  be  expedled  on  a 
journey  of  this  kind.  And  yet,  during  the  whole  time  of  our  refidence 
in  Naryhall,  where  he,  as  well  as  every  one  belonging  to  him,  loaded  us 
with  civilities,  in  a  manner  the  moft  agreeable,  I  did  not  experience  one 
moment  of  true  happinefs,  and  real  untainted  enjoyment. 

I  am  at  a  lofs  to  account  to  myfelf  for  the  various  perceptions,  which 
preffed  upon  my  mind,  and  prevented  my  feelings  from  being  entirely  ab- 
forbed  by  gratitude,  and  by  the  pleafing  fenfations,  it  naturally  produces. 
I  love  the  Englilh  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  Frenchman  ;  I  have  been 
conftantly  well  treated  by  the  Englifh ;  I  have  friends  among  them ;  I 
acknowledge  the  many  great  qualities  and  advantages  which  they  poffefs. 
I  deteft  the  horrid  crimes,  which  ftain  the  French  revolution,  and  which 
dcftroyed  fo  many  objedis  of  my  love  and  efteem ;  I  am  banifhed  from 
.France  ;  my  eftatcs  are  confifcated  ;  by"  the  government  of  my  country  I 
am  treated  as  a  criminal  or  corrupt  citizen  ;  levered  from  all  I  held  dear, 
I  have  been  reduced  to  extreme,  lnex.prefliblc  mifery,  by  Robefplerre,  and 
the  reft  of  the  ruffians,  whom  my  countrymen  have  fuffcrcd  to  become 
their  tyrants  ;  nor  are  my  misfortunes  yet  confummated — and  yet,  the 
love  oi  my  country,  this  innate  feeling,  now  i'o  palnfol  to  me,  fo  clafliing 
with  my  prefent  fituation,  holds  an  abfolute  fway  over  my  foul,  and  pur- 
fucs  mc  here  more  clofcly,   than  clfowhcre,     This   Englllli   flag,   under 
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which  I  am  failing  over  lakes  where  the  French  flag  was  fo  long  dif- 
plajed ;  thefe  forts,  thefe  guns,  the  Ipoils  of  France,  this  conftant,  obvi- 
ous proof  of  our  former  weaknefs  and  of  our  misfortunes,  give  rae  pain, 
perplex  and  overpower  mc  to  a  degree,  which  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  explain. 
The  fuccefs,  laft  year,  obtained  by  Lord  Howe,  which  the  Englifli  men- 
tion with  more  franknefs,  becaufe  they  fixppofc  our  intereft  to  be  inti- 
mately connedled  with  theijs ;  the  eagernefs  they  difplay  in  announcing 
new  defeats  of  the  French,  the  accounts  of  which  are  prefaced  by  the  af- 
furance,  that  Englilli  triumphs  and  exertion  fhall  reinftatc  us  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  our  eflates,  and  followed  with  congratulations ;  all  thefe  com- 
mon topics  of  converfation,  which  our  gucfts  feem  to  introduce  with  the 
befl  intention,  prove  more  painful  to  my  feelings,  as  I  am  neceffitated  to 
hide  my  thoughts,  left  I  jfhould  be  deemed  a  fool  by  the  few,  in  whofe 
eyes  1  am  no  Jacobin,  no  Robefpierrian,  and  becaufe  I  am,  as  it  were,  at 
crofs  purpofes  with  myfelf.  And  yet  it  is  a  fentiment  rooted,  deeply 
rooted  in  my  foul,  that  I  would  continue  poor  and  banifhed,  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  rather  tlian  owe  my  rejioration  to  my  country  and  my  efiates,  to 
the  influence  of  foreign  powers,  arid  to  Britifh  pride.  I  hear  of  no  defeat 
of  the  French  armies,  without  grief,  or  of  any  of  their  triumphs,  with- 
out my  felf-love  being  gratified  to  a  degree,  which  at  times  I  take  not 
fufficient  care  to  conceal*.  And  yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  feelings, 
the  confeffion  of  which  may  appear  ridiculous  in  my  prefent  fituation,  I 
cannot  difcern  the  period,  when  anarchy  fhall  ceafe  in  my  ill-fated  coun- 
try, and  liberty,  regulated  by  wife  and  efficient  laws,  afford  happinefs  at 
ieaft  to  thofe,  who  are  not  banillied  ;  when  France  fhall  reft  her  glory  on 
a,  fafe  and  lafting  foundation. 

1  do  not  know,  whether  thofe  of  my  friends,  who  fhall  read  thefe  lines,, 
will  underftand  my  meaning ;  and  whether  they  will  be  more  able,  than 

'*-Thefe  "  Confejfions  d'un  Emigre,'^  which  ingenuoufly  cxprcfs  the  true  fentiments  of 
a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  emigrated  French  nobihty  and  gentry,  are  not,  it  I'eems, 
unworthy  of, the  aotice  of  foieign  powers,  and  efpecially  of  our  government.  A  French, 
emigrant,  who  aded  in  the  Weft  Indies  as  field-officer  in  the  Britifli  fervicc,  regretted,, 
that  the  "  j>at;///(3«  f,^,f)-i"  was  not  waving  at  the  maft-hcad  of  the  vcifel,  on  board  of 
which  he  was  going  to  combat  the  French. — Iranf.,. 

I.  am. 
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I  am,  to  reconcile  thcfc  apparenriy  incongruous  feelings  and  perceptions. 
I  have  here  thrown  them  together,  as  I  felt  and  conceived  them. 

In  addition  to  the  civilities  offered  here  to  our  fmall  compan)-,  Du- 
petitthouars  experienced  one  of  a  pecvuiar  complexion,  confilling  in  an 
offer  of  lands  in  Upper  Canada,  made  by  Major  Seward,  who,  wichout 
cxprefsly  ftatnig,  that  he  was  authorifed  by  the  Governor  to  propofe  this 
offer,  at  leaf!:  hinted  foniething  to  that  cffc6t.  The  polite,  yet  peremp- 
tory anfw'er,  returned  by  Dupetittho'uars,  at  once  ended  the  bnfinefs. 

The  taffe  for  news  is  not  by  far  fo  prevalent  in  Upper  Canada  as  in 
the  United  States.  Only  one  nev/fpapet  is  printed  in  Newark  ;  and  but 
for  the  fupport  granted  by  government,  not  the  fourth  part  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  th-e  proprietor  would  be  refunded  by  the  fale  of  his  papers.  It  is 
a  Ihort  abff ra6t  of  the  newfpapers  of  New  York  and  Albany,  accommo- 
dated to  the  principles  of  the  Governor  ;  with  an  epitome  of  the  Quebec 
Gazette.  In  the  front  and  back  of  the  paper  are  advertifements.  It  is  a 
weekly  paper ;  but  very  few  copies  are  fent  to  fort  Erie  and  Detroit. 
The  newfpapcr  prefs  alfb  ferves  for  printing  the  ad:s  of  the  L«egiflaturc, 
and  the  notices  and  orders  iffued  by  the  Governor  ;  and  this  is  its  princi- 
pal ufe.  In  point  of  news,  the  fituation  at  Niagara  is  by  no  means  con- 
venient, efpecially  in  time  of  war. 

The  Englilh  Ihips  are  not  yet  arrived  from  Quebec,  and  this  day  h  the 
fixth  of  July.  The  intelligence,  which  reached  Philadelphia  about  the 
time  of  our  departure,  has  butjiift  been  received  at  Niagara.  They  tell 
us,  that  they  know  nothing,  but  what  they  have  learned  diredily  from 
England.  What  little  information  we  have  been  able  to  colledl  from 
different  quarters,  concerning  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  and  which 
wc  could  only  now  and  then  obtain,  as  we  fliould  otherwifc  have  given 
offence  by  too  much  inquifitivenefs  on  this  head,  coincides  in  reprefcnt- 
ing  the  nation  at  large  as  defirous  of  tranquillity  and  peace.  But  the 
American  loyalifts,  who  have  actually  fuffered  by  the  war,  ftill  harbour 
enmity  and  hatred  againft  their  native  land  and  countrymen.  Thcfe  fcn- 
timent  •  however  are  daily  decreafing,  and  are  not  fliared  by  the  far  greater 
number  of  emigrants,  who  arrive  from  the  United  States,  Nova  Scotia, 

and 
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and  New  Brunfwick.  There  are  mal-contents  in  this  country ;  but  their 
number  is  fmall.  Several  new  fettlers,  who  migrate  into  this  pro- 
vince from  the  United  States,  falfely  profefs  an  attachment  to  the  Britifli 
Monarch,  and  curfe  the  government  of  the  Union,  for  the  mere  purpofe 
of  thus  wheedUng  themfelves  into  the  poffeffion  of  lands.  The  high 
price  of  provifion,  the  prohibition  of  a  commercial  intercourfe,  and  the 
protradled  delivery  of  the  deeds,  by  which  the  property  of  granted  lands 
is  conveyed  to  the  occupiers,  form,  indeed,  grounds  of  much  difcontent ; 
but  this  is  by  no  means  of  a  nature  to  caufe  uneafinefs  to  the  government, 
which  feems  even  to  doubt  its  exifbcnce,  though,  in  cafe  of  a  war  with 
the  United  States,  it  might  render  its  fituation  extremely  critical. 

The  Epifcopal  is  the  eftablifhed  religion  in  Upper  Canada.  In  De- 
troit, however,  half  of  the  inhabitants  are  Roman  Catholics  ;  and  fomc 
families  of  Quakers,  Baptifts,  and  Dunkers,  are  fcattered  through  the 
province,  though  in  fmall  numbers. 

A  feventh  part  of  the  lands  is  allotted  to  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant 
clergy.     For  the  Roman  Catholic  fervice  nothing  is  paid,  except  in  De- 
troit.    No   church   has  yet  been  built,   even  in   Newark.     In  the  fame 
halls,  where  the  Legiflative  and  Executive  Councils  hold  their  fittings, 
jugglers  would  be  permitted  to  difplay  their  tricks,  if  any  fhould  ever  ftray 
to  this  remote  country.     Our  laft  excurfion  in  the  environs  of  Naryhall 
brought  us  by  Queenftown  to  one  of  the  Tufcarora  villages,  which  Hands 
on  the  Indian  territory,   four  miles  from  Naryhall.     One  of  the  roads, 
which  lead  thither,  paffes  over  mountains,  that  border  upon  the  falls.  This 
road  affords  fome  interefting  profpedls,  fuch  as  precipices,  dreary  receffes, 
wild  roiTiantic  fcenes  as  far  as  the  mountains  projed;  over  the  river,  ftill 
hemmed  in  between  this  double  range   of  high   rocks.     They  become 
truly  admirable  where  the  mountains  flope  towards  the  plain,  which 
feparates  them  from  the  banks  of  the  lake ;  this  whole  plain,   Fort  Nia- 
gara, the  bank  of  the  lake,  the  lake  itfelf,   nay,   a  part  of  the  oppofite 
bank,  burftlng  at  once  on  your  view.     The  foil  feems  every  where  to  be 
of  a  good  qualit)-. 

M  m  This 
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This  Tufcarora  village  has  as  dirty  and  mean  an  appearance  as  all  the 
other  villages  we  have  hitherto  feen  ;  but  the  inhabitants,  being  informed 
of  the  intended  vilit  of  the  Governor,  had  painted  thcmfelves  with  the 
utmoft  care,  and  were  dreffed  in  their  moft  faflilonable  ftyle.  They  fan- 
cied he  came  to  hold  an  afTembly.  A  booth,  covered  with  green  branches, 
before  the  door  of  the  habitation  of  the  chieftain,  on  which  the  Englilh 
flag  was  waving,  was  the  place  fmgled  out  for  the  expefted  folcmnity. 
The  inhabitants  were  rather  difappointed,  Avhen  they  learned  from  the 
Governor,  that  he  came  with  no  other  view  but  to  pay  them  a  vifit.  He 
fat  down  in  the  booth.  The  Indians  were  feated  on  benches  placed  in 
a  femi-^circular  form,  and  fmoaked  tobacco.  As  many  of  the  young  men 
as  could  find  room  fat  at  the  end,  or  llrood  Icanins:  on  the  rails.  General 
Simcoe  and  ourfelves  were  in  the  centre  of  the  femi-circle  ;  women  and 
children  were  kept  at  a  diftance. 

Paterson,  an  America^  by  birth,  whom  the  Indians  took  prifoncr 
at  the  age  often  years  (he  is  now  twenty-five)  acted  as  interpreter  to  the 
Governor.  All  his  fpeeches,  like  every  difcourfe  of  the  Englifii  agents 
addefled  to  the  Indians,  turned  on  the  fame  fubjccl.  He  told  them  alfo, 
at  this  time,  tliat  the  Yankees  v.xre  brooding  over  fome  evil  defign  againft 
them  ;  that  they  had  no  other  objed:  in  ^  iew  but  to  rob  them  rif  their 
lands  ;   and  that  their  good  Father   (King  George)   was  the  true  friend  of 

their  nation.     He  alfo  repeated,  that   the  maize-thief  (T P ) 

was  a  rogue  and  a  liar. 

His  fpeech,  however,  met  not  with  much  applaufc  on  the  part  of  the 
Tufcaroras.  The  Seneca- Indians  had  called  here  a  week  before,  on  their 
way  to  Naryhall,  and  told  them,  that  the\'  were  going  to  the  Governor, 
without  entering  into  any  particulars  refpcd-ting  the  objccfl  of  their  vifit. 
This  circumftance  led  the  Tufcaroras  to  conclude,  that  fomething  very 
important  was  in  negociation  between  the  Senecas  and  the  Governor, 
probably  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  their  nation  ;  for  miftruft,  fufpicion,. 
and  apprehenfions,  form  the  prominent  features  of  the  policy  of  the  In- 
dians ;  and  it  mufi:  be  confeffed,  that  this  way  of  thinking  is  a  very  natu- 
ral confequencc  of  the  condud  of  the  colonifts  towards  thci:n. 

The 
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The  Governor  difclaimed  all  particular  negoclations  with  the  Senecas  ; 
and,  in  order  to  divert  them  from  this  opinion,  made  ufe  of  all  the  com- 
pliments and  affurances,  which  he  thought  any  way  fitted  to  flatter  their 
vanity,  or  allay  their  fears.  He  again  told  them  of  the  Yankees,  of  the 
vmizc-th'ief,  and  of  King  George  ;  but  all  this  did  not  fatisfy  them.  His 
promife  of  granting  them  lands  in  Canada,  if  the  Yankees  fliould  drive 
them  from  their  homes,  made  no  deeper  iinpreffion  ;  nothing  could 
brighten  that  cold,  nay  gloomy  countenance,  which  they  generally  pre- 
ferve  while  they  are  treating  on  bufinefs.  The  extreme  care,  v/hich  they 
employ  to  conceal  their  impreffions  on  fimilar  occafions,  may  either  be 
theeffedlpf  a  ftudieddiffimulation,  the  neceffity  of  which  they  may 
have  learned  in  their  intcrcourfe  with  the  colonifts,  or  merely  the  refiilt 
of  charadier  and  habit.  This  anecdote,  however  trifling  in  itfelf,  fhews 
how  eafily  the  jealoufy  betv/een  the  different  Indian  nations  is  roufed ; 
a  difpofition  which,  like  all  the  other  foibles  of  the  Indians,  both  the 
Englifli  and  the  Americans  turn  to  their  advantage. 

There  are  few  Indian  villages,  where  fome  perfons  of  European  defcent 
have  not  fettled,  who  generally  enjoy  a  confiderable  Ihare  of  influence 
over  the  tribe.  They  are  commonly  people  of  a  very  indifferent  charac- 
ter, attracted  by  the  idle,  extravagant,  and  drunken  habits  of  the  Indians^, 
It  is  a  general  remark,  that  the  whites,  who  refide  among  them,  are  ex- 
tremely vicious,  cruel,  and  covetous,  and  the  very  worft  hufbands  and 
fathers. 

Intermitting  fevers  are  very  frequent  in  this  village.  The  Indians  Ire- 
qtiehtly  take  the  advice  of  the  phyfician,  whom  the  Englifli  government 
"appoints,  and  pays  on  their  account ;  but  they,  far  more  frequently,  take 
draughts,  which  they  prepare  themfclves  from  the  juice  of  herbs.  Al- 
thoiigh  the  neighbourhood  is  much  Infeded  with  rattle-fnakes,  yet  none 
of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  this  village  were  ever  bitten  by  them.  Their 
remedy,  in  this  cafe,  would  confifl:  of  fait  and  water,  which  they  think 
infallible,  and  fully  fufficient  to  effed:  a  cure. 

We  met  on  this  excurfion  an  American  family,  who,  with  fome  oxen, 
cows,  and  Iheep,  were  emigrating  to  Canada.     "  We  come,"  fald  they, 

M  m  2  "  to 
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"  to  the  Governor,"  whom  they  did  not  know,  "  to  fee  whether  he 
will  give  us  land."  "  Aye,  aye,"  the  Governor  replied,  "  you  arc  tired 
of  the  federal  government ;  you  like  not  any  longer  to  have  fo  many 
kings  ;  you  wifh  again  for  your  old  father,"  (it  is  thus  the  Governor  calls 
the  Britifh  Monarch  when  he  fpeaks  with  Americans)  ;  "  you  are  per- 
fedly  right ;  come  along,  we  love  fuch  good  royalilb  as  you  arc,  we  will 
give  you  land." 

On  our  return  from  Queenftown  we  defcended  in  the  Governor's  boat 
the  noble  river  Niagara,  the  banks  of  which  imagination  delights  to  fancy 
covered  with  inhabitants,  and  reclaimed  by  culture  from  their  prefent 
wild  ftate,  and  views  rich  and  charming  landfcapes  ;  but  this  richnefs,. 
and  thefe  charms,  will  probably  yet,  for  a  confiderablc  time,  enchant  the 
eye  of  fancy  alone. 

During  our  refidence  in  Naryhall,  Meffrs.  Dupetitthouars  and  Guille- 
mard  took  the  opportunity  of  the  return  of  a  gun-boat,  and  made  an  ex~ 
curfion  to  York.  Indolence,  politcnefs  to  the  Governor,  and  the  convic- 
tion that  I  fiiould  meet  with  nothing  remarkable  in  that  place,  united  to 
difluade  me  from  this  journey.  My  friends  informed  me  on  their  return, 
that  this  town,  which  the  Governor  had  fixed  upon  as  the  capital  of 
Upper  Canada,  before  he  thought  of  building  a  capital  on  the  Thames, 
has  a  fine  extcnfive  road,  detached  from  the  lake  by  a  neck 'of  land  of  un- 
equal breadth,  being  in  fome  places  a  mile,  in  others  only  fix  fcore  yards 
broad  ;  that  the  entrance  of  this  road  is  about  a  mile  in  width  ;  that  in 
the  middle  of  it  is  a  fhoal  or  fand-bank,  the  narrows  on  each  fide  of  which 
may  be  eafily  defended  by  works  eredtcd  on  the  two  points  of  land  at 
the  entrance,  where  two  block-houfes  have  already  been  conftrudcd  ; 
that  this  is  two  miles  and  half  long,  and  a  mile  wide  ;  and  that  the 
elevation  of  the  fhore  greatly  facilitates  its  defence  by  fortifications  to  be 
thrown  up  on  the  moft  convenient  points. 

Governor  Simcoe  intends  to  make  York  the  centre  of  the  naval  force 
on  Lake  Ontario.  Only  four  gun-boats  are,  at  prefent,  on  this  lake  ; 
two  of  which  are  conftantly  employed  in  tranfporting  merchandize  ; 
the  other  two,  which  alone  are  fit  to  carry  troops  and  guns,  and  have 

oars 
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oars  and  fails,  are  lying  under  flielter  until  an  occafion  occurs  to  con- 
vert them  to  their  intended  purpofe.  It  is  the  Governor's  intention  to 
build  ten  fimilar  gun-boats  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  ten  on  Lake  Erie. 
The  fhip- carpenters,  who  conllru6t  them,  relide  in  the  United  States, 
and  return  home  every  winter. 

.  ■'  There  have  not  been  more  than  twelve  houfes  hitherto  built  in  York. 
They  ftand  on  the  bay  near  the  River  Dun.  The  inhabitants  do  not 
poflefs  the  fairefi:  character.  One  of  them-  is  the  noted  Baty,  the  leader 
of  the  German  families,  w^ho,  according  to  the  aifertion  of  Captain  Wil- 
liamfon,  were  decoyed  away  by  the  Englifli,  to  injure  and  obftrucfl  the 
profperity  of  his  fettlement. 

Notwithftanding  the  navigation  of  this  river,  there  is  a  portage  of 
thirty  miles  between  York  and  Lake  Simcoe,  by  which  the  merchandize, 
that  comes  from  Lake  Huron,  might  reach  that  place  in  a  ftraighter  line. 
The  barracks,  which  are  occupied  by  the  Governor's  regiment,  Hand  on 
the  road,  two  miles  from  the  town,  and  near  the  lake  ;  defertlon,  I  am 
told,  is  very  frequent  among  the  foldiers. 

In  a  circumference  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  the  Indians  are  the 
only  neighbours  of  York.  They  belong  to  the  tribe  of  the  MifTaflbgas. 
I  fhall  here  obferve,  that  all,  who  have  vifited  the  Indians  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, aiTure  us,  that  Father  Charlevoix  has  delineated  their  manners 
with  the  fame  exadlnefs  and  truth,  which  he  has  in  general  difplayed  in 
the  defcription  of  the  countries  he  traverfed. 

After  a  refidence  of  eighteen  days  at  Naryhall,  we  took  leave  of  the 
Governor  on  Friday  the  10th  of  July.  He  wifhed  us  to  ftay  a  little 
longer;  but  Lord  Dorchester's  anfwer  had  probably  reached  Kingf- 
ton  by  this  time  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  Governor's  true  politenefs 
and  generous  hofpltality,  we  were  not  entirely  free  from  apprehenfions  of 
incommoding  him. 

I  hope  that  he  has  been  as  fatisfied  with  the  fincerity  and  franknefs  of 
Mr.  Dupetitthouars  and  myfelf,  as  we  were  with  his  kindnefs.  As  to 
Mr.  Guillemard,  I  make  no  mention  of  him,  fince,  he  being  an  Englifli- 
man,  his  fituatiou  is  altogether  different  from  ours.     We  enjoyed  in  the 

General's 
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GencraVs  houfe  the  moft  perfeft  freedom  of  opinion,  which  a  man  of  his 
dlftiuafuiflied  talents  will  always  cheriln,  and  but  for  which  wc  lliould 
not  have  been  able  to  continue  fo  long  at  Naryhall  as  we  did. 

Every  thing  we  have  feen  and  heard  in  this  part  of  Upper  Canada 
renders  it,  in  our  judgment,  extreme! v  probable,  that  her  d:pcndance  on 
England  will  not  be  of  long  duration.:.  The  fpirit  of  iadepcndance, 
which  prevails  in  the  United  States,  has  already  gained  ground  in  thi.^ 
province,  and  v.ill,  no  doubt,  be  much  encrcafed  by  a  more  immediate 
connedlion  with  the  United  States.  The  comparifon  drawn  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Upper  Canada,  between  the  price  of  commodities  fubjcct  to 
Englifh  duties  and  cuftoms,  and  the  value  of  the  fame  articles  on  the 
oppofite  fhore,  will  be  a  fufficient  fource  of  envy  and  difcontent.  The 
navi2;ation  beina:  carried  on  by  both  countries  on  the  fame  lakes  and 
canals,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  prevent  the  contraband-trade  ;  and  this 
cannot  but  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain,  at  leafi;  according  to 
the  fylliem,  by  which  Ihe  is  guided  in  the  go'^ernment  of  her  colonies. 
This  contraband-trade  will  be  a  conftant  objeft  of  difpute  between  the 
two  ftates,  and  will  furnifli  the  Governor  of  Upper  Canada  with  fufficient 
pretences  for  commencing  and  promoting  a  war.  But,  a  contcfl,  the 
natural  confcquence  of  which  would  be  an  mcreafe  of  the  price  .of  pro- 
vifion  in  Canada  far  above  what  it  v.'ould  bear  in  the  United  States, 
could  not  be  a  popular  war.  It  would  be  a  repetition  of  the  American 
War  of  the  Stamp-acl,  and  of  the  Tea-tax,  and  would  probably  be  at-^ 
tended  with  the  fame  confcquences. 

The  natural  order  of  things  at  this  moment,  and  the  univerfal  dlfpo- 
fition  of  nations,  announce  the  feparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain 
as  an  event,  which  cannot  fail  to  take  place.  I  know  notliing,  tliat  can 
pre\cnt  it.  By  great  profperity  and  glory,  by  fignal  fucccffcs  in  her  wars, 
and  by  undifturbcd  tranquillity  at  home,  Great  Britain  may  be  able  to 
maintain  her  power  over  this  country,  as  long  as  confidcrable  llmis  Ihall 
be  expended  to  promote  its  population  and  profperity ;  as  long  as  it  Ihall 
enjoy  the  moft  complete  exemption  from  all  the  taxes  and  burthens  of 
the  mother  country  ;  in  fine,  as  long  as  a  mild  government,  by  rcfources 

prompt 
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pronipt  and  well  applied,  by  ufeful  public  eftablifliments,  not  yet  exiffc- 
ing,  and  by  encouragements  held  out  to  all  clafles  and  defcriptions  of 
citizens,  flaall  convince  a  people  already  invited  and  qualified  by  a  wife 
conftitution  to  enjoy  all  tlae  bleffings  of  liberty,  of  the  advantages  of  a  mo- 
narchical government,  which  in  its  benevolent  projects  unites  wifdom  of 
eonception  with  rapidity  of  execution. 

But  thefe  conditions  are  and  will  hardly  be  fulfilled.  In  our  time,  per- 
haps foon.  Great  Britain  will  lofe  this  bright  jewel  of  her  crov>^n.*  In 
regard  to  Canada,  fhe  will  experience  the  fame  fate,  as  fhe  is  likely  to 
fiiare,  fooner  or  later,  rcfpecling  her  poffeffions  in  India;  as  Vvill  befall 
Spain  in  refped  to  her  Florida  and  Mexico,  Portugal  in  regard  to  her 
Brafil,  in  lliort  all  European  powers,  refpeding  fuch  of  their  colonies  at 
leaft,  as  they  poflefs  on  the  continents,  unlefs,  enlightened  by  experience, 
they  fnall  fpeedily  change  the  colonial  form  of  government. 

Before  I  clofe  tlie  article  of  Niagara,  I  mufi;  make  particular  mention 
of  the  civility  jQiewn  us  by  Major  LiTTLEH ALES,  adjutant  and  firft  fe- 
cretary  to  the  Governor  ;  a  well-bred,  mild,  and  amiable  man,  who  has 
the  charge  of  the  whole  correfpondence  of  government,  and  acquits  him- 
felf  with  peculiar  ability  and  application.  Major  Littlehales  appeared  to 
poifefs  the  confidence  of  the  country.  This  is  not  unfrequently  the  cafe, 
with  men  in  place  and  power  ;  but  his  worth,  politenefs,  prudence,  and 
judgment,  give  this  officer  peculiar  claims  to  the  confidaice  and  refped,. 
which  he  univerfally  enjoys. 

We  embarked  for  Kingfton  on  board  the  Qnondago,  one  of  the  cut- 
ters, which  compofe  the  naval  force  on  the  lake.  This  cutter  is  pierced 
for  twelve  fix-pounders,  but  carries  only  fix  in   time  of  peace.     When 

*  Readers,  endowed  with  a  larger  fliare  of  political  fagacity,  than  the  author  difplays 
throughout  the  whole  train  of  arguments,  on  which  he  grounds  this  difmal  prefage,  will: 
probably  incline  to  believe  the  predifted  rev-olution  in  Canada  not  quite  fo  near  at  hand, 
as  it  appears  to  the  Duke,  who  feems  not  to  recoUeft,  that  the  Britifli  government,  by 
fubftituting,  as  he  hirafelf  calls  it,  "  a  wife  conftitution"  in  the  Head  of  the  ancient 
conftitutional  form  of  Canada,  has  adopted  the  very  means,  to  prevent  her  lofs, 
which  at  the  clofe  of  his  obfervations  on  this  fubjeft,  he  advifes  as  the  only  preventive 
of  fuch  a  calamity. — Ti  anflator. 

thefe 
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thei'e  vclVels  are  not  laden  with  ftores  for  the  King's  fcrvicc,  they  arc 
freighted  with  merchandize,  for  which  the  merchants  either  pay  freight, 
or  engage  to  tranfport  in  their  bottoms  an  equal  quantity  of  the  King's 
^ores. 

The  Onondago  is  of  eighty  tons  burthen.  On  this  occafion,  fhe  had 
two  detachments  on  board ;  one  of  the  fifth  regiment,  deftined  for 
Kingfton  to  bring  money,  and  another  of  the  Queen's  rangers,  to  receive 
at  Montreal  new  cloathing  for  the  regiment.  There  were,  befides,  forty- 
one  Canadians  on  board,  who  had  condu(3;ed  ten  velfels  for  the  King's 
fervice  from  Montreal  to  Niagara.  The  cabin-pafTengers  were,  Mr. 
Richard,  Mr.  Seward,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Bellew, 
who  commanded  the  detachment  of  the  fifth  regiment,  which  was  go- 
ing to  fetch  money,  Mr.  Hill,  another  officer  of  the  fame  regiment, 
who  was  ill,  and  was  going  to  Kingfton  for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
Mr.  Lemoine,  an  officer  of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  quartered  in  Kingf- 
ton, and  our  party. 

The  wind  was  tolerably  fair  during  our  paffagc ;  this  is  generally  ac- 
complifhed  in  thirty-fix  hours  ;  at  times  in  fixteen  ;  but  it  took  us  forty- 
eight  hours.  Dead  calms  are  frequent,  efpecially  at  this  time  ot  the  year, 
and  lall:  fometimes  five  days.  Scarcely  any  motion  was  obfervablc  on  the 
waters  of  the  lake.  This  pallage,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long, 
offers  no  interefting  objects ;  the  coaft  foon  difappears  from  your  view, 
efpecially  in  hot  weather,  when  the  horizon  is  clouded  with  vapours,  as 
when  we  failed.  Duck's  Iflands  form,  to  fpeak  generally,  the  only  trifling 
danger  on  this  paflagc.  They  are  three  in  number,  lying  in  a  line ;  there 
is  no  paflage  for  fliips  either  between  the  coafi:  and  the  ifland  on  the  left, 
or  between  this  and  the  middle  ifland,  on  account  of  the  rocks  \nider 
the  water,  on  v\hich  fliips  would  unavoidably  be  loll.  You  mull:  pals 
between  the  middle  ifland  and  that  on  the  right,  where  the  water  is  from 
four  to  five  miles  in  width,  and  fufficiently  deep  to  aftbrd  a  fafe  naviga- 
tion. The  only  danger,  to  be  here  encountered,  might  arifc  from  a  fud- 
den  guft  of  wind,  fpringing  up  the  moment,  yovi  approach  the  iflands 
and  driving  the  fhip  into  one  of  the  dangerous  channels.     To  the  befl  ot 

my 
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my  Icnowledge,  but  one  lliipwreck  has  happened  here,  within  the  me- 
mory of  man ;  but  no  veflel  ventures  near  the  iflands  by  night,  except 
when  the  weather  is  perteftly  fair  and  clear.  A  more  common  and  more 
real  danger  arifcs  from  the  ftorms,  which  frequently  on  a  fudden  arife  on 
the  lake,  render  it  even  more  boifterous.  than  the  fea,  and  caufc  the  fhips 
to  labour  and  Itrain  more  feverely,  on  account  of  the  fliortnefs  ot  the 
waves,  bounded  by  the  fmall  extent  of  the  waters.  The  fliips  are  then 
in  conitant  danger  of  being  driven  on  fliore,  and  would  hardly  be  able  to 
avoid  it,  if  the  ftorms  lafted  longer.  But  they  generally  continue  only 
for  a  fliort  time,  efpeciaily  in  fummer,  and  the  clearing  up  of  the  wea- 
ther is  as  fudden  as  was  the  coming  on  of  the  ftorms.  They  are,  properly 
fpeaking,  only  violent  gales  of  wind,  which  in  autumn  trequently 
blow  two  days  together,  and  fucceed  each  other  very  rapidly.  Five 
or  fix  years  ago,  a  fhip  was  loft,  with  every  hand  on  boards  and  inftances 
of  this  kind  are  faid  not  to  be  uncommon  at  that  time  of  the  year. 
From  November  until  April,  the  navigation  is  entirely  difcontinued  on 
the  lake. 

During  our  paflage.  Lieutenant  Earl,  who  commanded  the  cutter, 
and  almoft  all  our  fellow-pafTengers,  behaved  to  us,  in  the  moft  civil  and 
obliging  manner.  The  weather  was  very  warm,  and  had  been  fo  for 
the  laft  eight  or  ten  days.  The  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  thermometer 
ftood,  at  Naryhall,  frequently  at  ninety-two  ;  but  on  board  the  veffel,  in 
the  cabin,  it  was  only  at  ftxty-four.  It  is  lefs  the  intenlity  of  the  heat, 
than  its  peculiar  nature,  which  renders  it  altogether  intolerable ;  it  is 
fultry  and  clofe,  and  more  fo  by  night,  than  by  day,  when  it  is  fome- 
times  frefliened  by  a  breeze,  which  is  not  the  cafe  in  the  night ;  the 
opening  of  the  windows  affords  no  relief ;  you  do  not  pcrfpire,  but  feel 
opprefled  ;  you  refpire  with  difficulty ;  your  fleep  is  interrupted  and 
heavy  ;  and  you  rife  more  fatigued,  than  when  you  lay  down  to  reft. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  we  had  a  detachment  of  the  fifth  regi- 
ment on  board.     They  dreffed,  before  we  arrived   at  Kingfton.     Elgkt 
days  before  we  had  feen  the  Indians  painting  their  eyes  with  lamp-black 
and  redrlead,  and  braiding  their  hair,  to  fix  in  it  feathers  or  horfcs'  manes, 
^  N  n  dvcd 
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dyed  red  or  blue.  This  day  we  faw  European  foldiers  plaftcring  their 
hair,  or  it' they  had  none,  their  heads,  with  a  thick  white  mortar,  which 
they  laid  on  witli  a  bruili,  and  afterwards  raked,  like  a  garden-bed,  with 
an  iron  comb;  and  then  faftening  on  their  head  a  piece  of  wood,  as  large 
as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  fliaped  like  the  bottom  of  an  artichoke, 
to  make  a  cadogan,  which  they  filled  with  the  lame  white  mortar,  and 
raked  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  reft  of  their  head-drefs. 

This  is  a  brief  lk.etch  of  the  fpe(R:acle,  w^hich  thefe  foldiers  exhibited  to 
us,  the  laft  two  hours  of  our  palTage  ;  though  their  toilette  was  not  exaifllv 
the  fame  as  that  of  the  Indians,  yet  they  confulted  their  looking-glafs 
with  the  fame  anxioiis  care.  Thefe  obfervations  are  lefs  intended  to 
throw  a  ridicule  on  the  drefs  of  foldiers,  and  the  childifl:i  attention  paid 
to  it  in  all  countries,  than  to  check  the  forwardnefs  of  thofe,  who  arc 
ever  ready  to  ridicule  all  manners  and  habits,  which  are  not  their  own. 
The  Indian  favage  would  be  at  a  lofs,  whether  to  laugh  more  at  the 
Tvirk,  who  covers  his  fliorn  head  with  a  turban,  containing  more  or 
fewer  folds  in  proportion  to  his  rank  and  confequcnce — at  the  women  in 
the  ifland  of  Melos,  whofe  petticoats  fcarcely  cover  half  their  thighs, 
while  their  fleeves  reach  down  to  the  ground — or  at  our  hdles,  who  ten 
years  ago  confined  their  breafts  and  waift  in  huge  frays,  with  fidfe  hips, 
and  ftrutted  along  on  high  heels,  and  who  now  fcrew  up  their  waill:  to 
the  middle  of  their  bofoms,  tied  round  with  a  girdle,  which  looks  more 
like  a  rope,  than  a  fafh,  wear  their  arms  naked  up  to  their  llioulders,  and 
by  means  of  tranfparent  garments  expofe  every  thing  to  view,  which  for- 
merly they  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  conceal,  and  all  this,  forfooth, 
to  referable  Grecian  ladies. 

Sunday,  the  12///  of  July. 

When  Ducks'  Iflands  were  about  twenty  miles  a-ftern  of  us,  the  lake 
grew  more  narrow,  and  the  number  ot  illands  cncrcafed.  They  fecmcd 
all  to  be  well  wooded,  biit  are  not  inhabited,  and  lie  nearly  all  of  them 
along  the  right  bank.  On  the  left  is  Quenty  Bay,  which  ftretchcs  about 
fifty  miles  into  the  country,  and  the  banks  of  which  are  faid  to  be  culti- 
vated 
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vated  up  to  a  confiderable  extent.  The  eye  dwells  with  pleafure,  once 
more,  on  cultivated  ground.  The  country  looks  pleafant.  The  houfes 
"  lie  clofer,  than  in  any  of  the  new  fettled  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  which 
we  have  hitherto  travcrfed.  The  variegated  verdure  of  the  corn-fields 
cmbellifhes  and  enriches  the  profpe6t,  charms  the  eye,  and  enchants  the 
mind.  In  the  back-ground  (lands  the  city  of  Kingflon,  on  the  bay  of  the 
fame  name,  which  the  French,  in  imitation  of  the  Indians,  called  Cada- 
rakwe.  It  conlifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty  houfes.  The  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  rifes 
with  a  gentle  fwell,  and  forms,  from  the  lake  onwards,  as  it  were,  an 
amphitheatre  of  lands,  cleared,  but  not  yet  cultivated.  None  of  the 
buildings  are  dillinguiilied  by  a  more  handfome  appearance  from  the  reft. 
The  only  ftrufture,  more  confpicuous  than  the  others,  and  in  front  of 
which  the  Englifli  flag  is  hoifled,  is  the  barracks,  a  ftone  building,  fur- 
rounded  with  pallifadoes. 

All  the  houfes  ftand  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  bay,  which  flretches 
a  mile  farther  into  the  country.  On  the  fouthern  bank  are  the  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  naval  force,  the  wharfs,  and  the  habitations  of  all 
the  perfons,  who  belong  to  that  department.  The  King's  fhips  lie  at 
anchor  near  thefe  buildings,  and  confequently  have  a  harbour  and  road 
Separate  Irom  the  port  for  merchantnaen.  We  landed  at  Port  Royal. 
However  Ihigly  were  the  commander  and  his  fhip,  he  took  our  money. 
Governor  Simcoe  exprefsly  defired  us  not  to  pay  for  our  paflage,  as  the 
cutter  was  a  King's  fliip,  and  he  had  amply  fupplied  us  with  provifion-. 
Bat  my  friend  Dupetitthouars,  as  well  as  myfelf,  were  fo  much  difpleafcd 
with  the  idea,  of  making  this  paflage  at  the  cxpence  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, that  we  ventured  to  offer  our  money  to  Captain  Earl.  Offers  of 
this  kind  are  feldom  rcfufed,  nor  did  ours  meet  with  a  denial.  Yet,  it  is 
-but  juftice  to  add,  that  Captain  Earl  is  a  worthy  man,  civil,  attentive, 
conflantly  on  the  deck,  apparently  fond  of  his  profelTion,  and  mailer  of  his 
bufmefs. 

No    letter   from    Lord    Dorchefler  had  yet  arrived,   and  it  was   ex- 
tremely uncertain   when  it  would  arrive.     The   calculation,   made   ai 

N  n  2  Kin^llon. 
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Kingilon,  relpcfting  the  probable  time  of  the  return  of  an  anfwcr,  is  Icfs 
favonrable  than  what  they  made  at  Niagara.  We  fhall,  perhaps,  be 
obH"-ed  to  wait  a  week  longer.  How  mtich  time  will  be  loft  for  our 
journey,  and  why  ?  Becaufe  Governor  "Simcoe  is  not  on  good  terms 
with  Lord  Dorchefter  ;  and  becaufe  he  obferAXS  the  niceft  punftuality, 
from  which,  in  confidcration  of  the  letters  we  brought  with  us,  he 
might  well  have  departed  in  this  cafe.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Hammond, 
might  have  faved  us  this  unplcafant  delay,  by  writing  fooner  to  Lord 
Dorchefter,  as  I  requeftcd  him  to  do.  Unfortunately  fuch  accidents  can- 
not be  forefcen.  If  they  could,  how  many  things  fliould  we  alter  in  the 
courfe  of  our  life  ?  We  muft  wait.  Patience,  patience,  and  again  pa- 
tience. 

Kinp-fton  is  the  place,  to  which  Lord  Dorchefter  wiflies,  that  General 
Simcoe  ftioald  transfer  the  feat  of  government  in  Upper  Canada.  In 
this  choice  he  is,  perhaps,  in  a  great  meafure  influenced  by  the  advantage, 
which  he  would  thus  enjoy,  of  having  all  the  troops,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack, in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  which  is,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  tena- 
ble place  in  Lower  Canada.  He  thinks,  that  if  the  feat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Upper  Canada  were  removed  to  Kingfton,  which  lies  nearer  to 
Quebec  than  any  other  place,  the  orders  and  news,  which  arrive  from 
Europe,  would  reach  this  place  wnth  more  rapidity  and  fafety,  and  would 
alfo  be  more  rapidly  circulated  through  the  pro\  Ince.  He  further  ima- 
gines, that  the  naval  ftores,  fent  from  Europe,  would  here  be  fafer,  and 
that  the  refitting  of  fhips  would  be  cheaper,  and  with  more  fecurity  ef- 
fected in  Kingfton,  whither,  at  all  times,  they  might  be  fent  dircftly 
from  Quebec,  at  leaft  more  expeditioufly,  than  to  any  other  place  on  the 
lake,  where  the  inconvenience  of  a  tedious  and  uncertain  palfage  muft  be 
added  to  the  expence  for  lliitting  the  cargo  on  board  of  another  veffel. 

Governor  Simcoe,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  opinion,  that  by  the  aggregate 

of  his  arrangements,  the  defence  of  Upper  Canada  might  be  cafily  eftedl- 

-■ed.     He  adds,  that  the  wealth  of  the  country,  which  he  confidcrs  as  the 

necelTary  refult  of  his  proie(R;s,  will  attra6t  the  enemy  ;  and  that  if  they 

fliould  jnakc  themfclves  mailers  of  Upper  Canada,  it  would  be  impofliblc 

to 
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to  diflodge  them.  He  alfo  obferves,  that,  in  time  of  war,  by  the  various 
means  of  navigation,  confiderable  parties  might  be  eafily  fent  from  Upper 
Canada  to  every  point  of  the  United  States,  even  to  Georgia ;  that 
Upper  Canada  is  the  key  of  the  territories  of  the  Indians ;  and  that 
thence  fuccours  may  be  eafily  fcnt  to  every  part  of  Lower  Canada, 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  able  to  fend  any  to  Upper  Canada,  at 
leaft  not  fo  expeditioufly  as  circumftances  might  require. 

As  to  the  more  rapid  circulation  of  orders  and  intelligence,  and  the 
earlier  receipt  of  them,  the  Governor  allows  the  truth  of  thefe  allegations  ; 
but  anfvvers,  that,  from  the  vafl  extent  of  Canada,  it  is  extremely  im- 
probable, that  in  cafe  of  its  being  peopled,  this  territory  fliould  be  divided 
only  into  two  governments.  He  adds,  that  the  beft  method  of  peopling 
fuch  parts  of  Canada,  as  have  hitherto  been  explored,  would  be,  to  en- 
courage the  population  of  the  two  extremities,  in  which  cafe,  the  prof- 
perlty  of  the  centre  would  be  more  eafily  and  rapidly  attained.  He  fur- 
ther obferves,  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Kingfton  would  become  the  capital  of 
a  new  province ;  and  that,  in  regard  to  the  more  difficult  and  more  ex- 
penfive  diftribution  of  fliips,  no  facility  and  favings,  to  be  obtained  under 
this  head,  could  balance  the  advantage  of  uniting  in  its  centre  the  whole 
naval  force  ftationed  on  the  lake,  and  cfpecially  in  a  place,  where  it  is 
moft  elTentlally  prote6i:ed  againft  an  attack. 

All  men  feek  after  rcafons  or  pretenflons  to  enlarge  the  extent  of  their 
authority  and  power.  Here,  as  every  where  elfe,  good  and  bad  reafons 
are  alleged  in  fupport  of  a  fyftem,  of  a  projcd:,  and  efpecially  of  the  in- 
terefts  of  ielf-love.  Yet  power  is  alfo  here,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  bcft, 
at  leafi;  the  mofh  decifive  of  reafons  ;  and  if  Lord  Dorchefter  fliould  not 
be  able  to  prevail  vipon  the  Britifla  government  to  declare  Kingfton  the 
capital  of  Upper  Canada,  he  will,  at  leaft,  prevent  the  feat  of  government 
from  being  eftablifhed  between  the  lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Ontario,  ac- 
cording to  the  willi  of  General  Simcoe.  As  to  the  projcd;  of  transferring 
it  to  York,  he  declares  himfelf  in  a  manner  by  no  means  favourable  to 
that  city  ;  and  in  this  opinion  he  is  joined  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Kingf- 
ton, whofe  difpleafure  at  their  city  not  becoming  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince 
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vincc  is  greatly  increafcd  by  the  confidcration,  that,  in  confcquencc  ot"  this 
projcd,  their  town  will  ceafc  to  be  the  emporium  of  the  fmall  na^  al 
force  ftationed  on  this  lake.  The  friends  of  Kingfton  further  allctre  asainft 
the  projed;,  and  not  without  reafon,  that  York  is  an  unhealthy  place, 
and  will  long  remain  fo,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  fcparates 
the  bay  from  the  lake. 

Dupetitthouars,  who  is  a  zealous  partizan  of  York,  as  far  as  he  confi- 
ders  it  in  the  light  of  an  eftablifhment  for  the  navy,  cannot  help  allow- 
ing, that  it  has  the  air  of  being  an  unhealthy  place.  General  Simcoe 
apparently  pofleffes  the  love  and  confidence  of  all  the  inhabitants  and 
foldiers.  But  his  proJed;s  are  deemed  too  extenfive  ;  and,  abo^  e  all,  too 
coftly,  in  proportion  to  the  advantages,  wdiich  England  is  likely  to  reap 
from  their  being  carried  into  effect. 

The  merchants  on  the  lake,  w^hofe  rapacity  the  Governor  is  endea- 
vouring to  reftrain,  lay  great  ftrefs  on  thefe  two  objedions,  and  beftow 
much  praife  on  Lord  Dorchefter's  profound  wifdom  and  confummate 
abilities  ;  while,  by  other  accounts,  he  was  formerly  an  ufeful  man,  but  is 
now  fuperanmiated. 

Lord  Dorchefter  being  an  utter  flranger  to  me,  I  am  altogether  un- 
qualified to  judge  of  his  abilities  and  talents.  I  am  alfo  unacquainted 
with  the  amount  of  the  expence,  which  the  execution  of  Governor  Sim- 
coe's  plans  may  require,  and  with  the  rcfources  which  England  may  pof- 
fcfs  to  meet  them.  But  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  Great  Britain  can- 
not tail  to  reap  fignal  advantages  from  his  views  and  projci!:T:s,  if  they 
fliould  ever  be  carried  into  effecT: ;  and  that  they  compofe  a  complete  iyf- 
tcm,  which,  if  properly  purfued  in  all  its  parts,  will  do  great  credit  to  him, 
who  fliall  execute  it. 

But,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  information  we  here  obtain  on  this  fub- 
jed:  confirms  our  opinion,  that  General  Simcoe  meets  with  much  oppo- 
fition  in  his  plans  ;  that  the  jealoufy,  which  Lord  Dorchcllcr  Ihovvs  in 
regard  to  him,  and  which  is  the  natural  refult  of  his  age  and  tempa-  of 
mind,  is  carefully  kept  alive,  by  thofe  who  hold  places  under  him  ;  and 
-that,  with  the  exception  of  grants  of  land,  and  other  matters  of  govern- 
ment, 
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mcnt,  in  refped;  to  which  the  Governor  is  perfectly  independent,  he  can 
do  and  enad:  nothing  without  the  confent  of  the  Governor  General.  As 
to  his  rooted  averlion  ap'ainlt  the  Americans,  I  have  heard  it  cenfured 
even  by  private  foldiers  ;•  but  he  is  allowed  by  all  to  poiTefs  militar}'  ta- 
lents. -^ 

In  relating  thefe  particulars,  which  finifh  the  pitftvire  of  tlie  jnan,  I  have 
.no  other  objedt,  but  faithfully  to  draw  the  charad:er  of  Governor  Simcoe, 
who,  being  undoubtedly  a  man  of  fuperior  abilities  and  cndov,'ments,  de- 
fcrves  to  be  known.* 

Kingfton,  confidered  as  a  town,  is  much  inferior  to  Newark  ;  the  num- 
ber of  houfes  is  nearly  equal  in  both.  Klngfton  may  contain  a  few  more 
buildings,  but  they  are  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  good  as  at  Newark.  Many 
of  them  are  log-houfes,  and  thofe  which  confift  of  joiner's  work,  are 
badly  conftrufted  and  painted.  But  few  new  houfes  are  built.  No 
town-hall,  no  court-houfe,  and  no  prifon  have  hitherto  been  conftrudted. 
The  houfes  of  two  or  three  merchants  are  conveniently  fituated  for  load- 
ing and  unloading  fhips  ;  but,  in  point  of  ltru6hure,  thefe  are  not  better 
than  the  reft.  Their  trade  chiefly  confifts  in  peltry,  which  comes  acrofs 
the  lake,  and  in  provifion  from  Europe,  with  which  they  flipply  Upper 
Canada.  They  a6l  as  agents  or  commiffioners  of  the  Montreal  Company, 
who  have  need  of  magazines  in  all  places,  where  their  goods  muft  be  un- 
fhipped. 

The  trade  of  Klngfton,  therefore,  is  not  very  confiderable.  The  mer- 
chant fliips  are  only  three  in  number,  and  make  but  eleven  voyages  in  a 
year.  Kingfton  is  a  ftaple  port.  It  is  fituated  twelve  miles  above  that 
point  of  the  river,  which  is  confidered  as  the  extremity  of  the  lake.  Here 
arrive  all  the  veiTels,  which  fail  up  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  laden  with 
provifion  brought  in  European  fhips  to  Quebec. 

*  Governor  Simcoe  has  fince  left  Upper  Canada,  and  returned  to  England,  whence  he 
has  oeen  fent  to  St.  Domingo-  In  that  colony  he  has  found  no  opportunity  for  difplay- 
ing  his  military  talents,  but  has  endeavoured  to  ci|rb  tl^e  rapacity  of  the  fmall  army  in  tlie 
pay  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  this  meritorious  co  .:Uift  excUed  the  hatred  both  of  the 
French  and  Englifli,  who  have  gratilied  it  in  a  dreadful  manner. — Author. 
■■     •  The 


280  TRAVELS   IX  NOETII  AMEHICA, 

The  barracks  are  conftrufted  on  the  fite  of  Fort  Frontenac,  which  was 
built  by  the  French,  and  levelled  by  the  Englilli.  The  latter  built  thcfe 
barracks  about  fix  years  ago.  During  the  American  war  their  troops 
were  conftantly  in  motion ;  and,  in  later  times,  they  were  quartered  in  an 
ifland,  which  the  French  call  Ifle  aux  Chevreaux,  (Goats'  Ifland)  and 
which  the  Englifli  have  named  Carleton,  after  Lord  Dorcheftcr.  Fort 
Frontenac,  which  was  liable  to  be  attacked  on  all  fides,  would  anfwer  no 
other  purpofe  but  to  protect  the  fmall  garrifon,  which  the  French  kept 
there,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Indians  and  Englifli ;  a  part  of  the  garri- 
rifon  was  quartered  in  Cadarakwe,  for  the  protection  of  the  French  trade. 
Here  were  alfo  built,  by  Mr.  De  Lasalle,  the  firll  French  fliips,  which 
navigated  the  lake. 

Kingfton  feems  better  fitted  for  a  trading  town  than  Newark,  were  it 
only  for  this  reafon,  that  the  iliips,  which  arrive  at  the  latter  place,  and 
are  freighted  for  Lake  Erie,  pafs  by  the  former,  to  fail  again  up  the  river 
as  far  as  Queen's  Town,  where  the  portage  begins.  Nor  is  its  pofition 
eqvially  advantageous  for  llaaring  the  trade  in  provifion,  with  which 
the  lake  may  one  day  fupply  Lower  Canada,  England,  perhaps  all  Eu- 
rope, if  Upper  Canada  fliould  ever  anfvtcr  the  expectations  entertained  by 
Governor  Simcoe. 

Kingfton  is,  at  prefent,  the  chief  town  of  the  middle  diftrid;  of  Upper 
•Canada,  the  mofi:  populous  part  of  which  is  that  fttuated  on  Queen's 
Bay.  This  diftriCl  not  only  produces  the  corn  requifite  for  its  ovsn  con- 
fumption,  but  alfo  exports  yearly  about  three  or  four  thoufand  bulliels. 
This  grain,  which,  in  winter,  is  conveyed  down  the  river  on  fledges,  is 
bought  by  the  merchants,  who  engage,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Ihips  from 
Europe,  to  pay  its  amount  in  fuch  merchandize,  as  the  fellers  may 
require.  The  merchants  buy  this  grain  for  government,  which  paAS 
for  it,  in  ready  money,  according  to  the  market  price  at  Montreal.  The 
agent  of  government  caufes  a  part  to  be  ground  into  flour,  which  he  fends 
to  the  different  pofts  in  Upper  Canada,  where  it  is  Avanted  ;  and  the  fur- 
plus  ho  fends  to  England,  probably  with  a  view  of  raifing  the  importance 

of 
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of  the  colony  in  the  efthnatlon  of  the   mother-country.     The  price  of 
flour  in  Kingfton,  is,  at  prefent,  fix  dollars  per  barrel. 

The  diftrid:  of  Kingfton  fupplled,  laft  year,  the  other  parts  of  Canada 
with  large  quantities  of  peale  ;  the  culture  of  which,  introduced  but  two 
years  ago,  proves  very  productive  and  fuccefsful.  In  the  courie  of  laft 
year,  one  thoufand  barrels  of  fait  pork,  of  two  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
each,  were  fent  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec  ;  its  price  was  eighteen  dollars 
per  barrel.  The  whole  trade  is  carried  on  by  merchants,  whofe  profits 
are  the  more  confiderable,  as  they  fix  the  price  of  the  provifion,  which 
they  receive  from  Europe,  and  either  fell  in  the  vicinity,  or  fhio  for  the 
remoter  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  without  the  leaft  competition,  and  iuft 
as  they  think  proper. 

Although  the  number  of  cultivators  is  here  greater  than  in  the  diftri<3: 
of  Niagara,  yet  the  vaft  quantity  of  land  under  cultivation  is  not  better 
managed  than  theirs.  The  difficulty  of  procuring  labourers  obftrutSs 
agricultural  improvements,  and  encourages  them  to  infift  on  enormous 
wages. 

The  procefs  of  clearing  woodlands  is  here  the  fame,  as  all  over  Ame- 
xica.  The  hufbandmen  harrow  the  cleared  ground  two,  three,  or  four 
years  fucceffively ;  during  which  time  wheat  is  fown.  Then  they  plough, 
.but  in  a  very  imperfedl  manner,  and  fow  peafe  or  oats,  and  again  wheat, 
and  fo  on,  according  to  the  common  routine.  The  land  yields,  in  this 
Hate,  from  twenty  to  thirty  bufliels  per  acre. 

Corn,  for  the  winter,  is  fown  from  the  beginning  of  Auguft  till  the 
end  of  September.  Snow  falls  generally  in  the  latter  days  of  November 
and  remains  on  the  ground  until  the  beginning  of  April.  Under  this 
^over  the  blade  gets  up  remarkably  well ;  the  corn  ripens  in  July,  and  the 
harveft  begins  about  the  end  of  that  month.  For  want  of  reapers,  the 
fcythe  is  made  ufe  of,  which  caufes  a  great  waftc  of  corn,  that  cannot  be 
houfed,  and  merely  ferves  for  feeding  pigs.  Labourers,  whofe  common 
wages  are  from  three  to  four  fhillings  (Halifax  currency),  are  paid  during 
the  harveft  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar,  or  fix  fliillings  a  day.  Some  farm- 
ers hire  Canadians  for  two  or  three  months,  to  whom  they  pay  feveu  or 
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eight  dollars  per  month,  and  find  them  in  vidiuals.  It  frequently  liap- 
pens,  that  thefe  Canadians,  who  bind  themfelves  by  a  vvrittea  contrad:, 
meet  with  people  offering  them,  more  money  than,  they  receive  from 
their  mailers,  which  not  being  allowed  to  accept,  they,  of  courfe,  groW 
diffatisfied,  and  work  negligently.  They  muft  be  procured  from  the  en- 
virons of  Montreal,  Farmers,  who  have  no  acquaintance  in  that  coun- 
try, find  it  difficult  to  obtain  them  ;  and  this  difficulty  deters  many  cul- 
tivators from  recurring  to  that  refource,  from  which  they  might  elfe  de- 
five  confiderable  advantages.  The  harveft  w^ork  is  therefore  generally- 
performed  by  the  family ;  thus  the  houfing  of  the  crops,  though  it  pro- 
ceed {lowly,  i3  yet  accomplifhed ;  but  the  farmer  has  much  additional 
trouble,  and  the  lofs  he  fuftains,  by  his  harveft  being  lefs  perfed:,  far  ex- 
ceeds the  few  dollars,  w^hich  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  fpend  in 
gathering  in  his  crops  in  a  more  expeditious  manner.  The  foil,  which 
is  but  of  a  middling  quality  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  is  excellent  about 
the  bay  ;  many  farmers  poflefs  there  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  thoroughly  cleared. 

The  climate  of  America,  efpecially  that  of  Canada,  encourages  the  im- 
prudence and  covetoufnefs  of  the  farmers.  There  is  no  danger  here,  as 
in  Europe,  of  the  hay  rotting,  and  the  grain  being  fpoiled  by  rains,  if 
not  fpeedily  houfcd.  There  feldom  paffes  a  day  without  fun-fhinc  ;  the 
Iky  is  feldom  entirely  overcaft  ;  it  never  rains  but  during  thunder-ftorms, 
and  this  rain  never  continues  longer  than  two  hours.  Grain  is,  befides, 
feldom  liable  here  to  blights,  or  any  other  kind  of  difcafe. 

The  cattle  arc  not  fubje<5l  to  contagious  diftempers  ;  they  arc  numer- 
ous, without  being  remarkably  fine.  The  fineft  oxen  are  procured  from 
Connedlicut,  at  the  price  of  feventy  or  eighty  dollars  a  yoke.  Coxvs 
are  brought  either  from  the  ftate  of  New  York,  and  thefe  are  the  fineft ; 
or  from  Canada :  the  former  coft  twenty,  and  the  latter  fifteen  dol- 
lars. Thefe  are  fmall  in  fize,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  farmers,  better 
milch-cows,  and  are  for  this  reafon  preferred.  There  are  no  fine  bulls  in 
the  country  ;  and  the  generality  of  farmers  are  not  fenfible  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  cattle  of  a  fine  breed.     In  fummer  the  cattle  arc 
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turned  into  the  woods ;  In  winter,  that  is,  fix  months  together,  they  are  fed 
on  dry  fodder,  namely,  with  the  flraw  of  wheat,  rye,  or  peafe,  and  on  moft 
farms  with  hay  cut  on  fwampy  ground,  but  by  rich  and  prudent  farmers 
with  good  hay.  The  hay  is  frequently  kept  the  whole  winter  within  a 
fort  of  fence,  covered  with  large  branches,  through  which,  however,  tlie 
fnow  finds  its  way  ;  but  commonly  it  is  preierved  in  ricks  badlv  made,  and 
under  Dutch  hay-flieds.  The  meadows  yield  to  the  quantity  of  four 
thoufand  pounds  per  acre,  but  no  aftercrop.  There  is  no  ready  market 
at  which  a  farmer  can  fell  that  part  of  his  cheefc  and  butter,  which  is  not 
wanted  for  the  ufe  of  his  family.  Of  cheefe  and  butter,  therefore,  no 
more  is  made,  than  the  family  need  for  their  own  confumption.  They 
generally  begin  in  the  firft  days  of  May  to  make  a  provifion  for  the  win- 
ter. Some  few  farmers  manufacture  coarfe  woollens  for  their  own  cloth- 
ing ;  the  more  ufual  way,  however,  is  to  buy  the  clothes.  The  farmer  is 
too  bufy,  has  too  little  affiftance,  and  makes  his  calculations  with  too  little 
judgment,  to  engage  in  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  labours. 

Sheep  are  more  numerous  here  than  in  any  part  of  the  United  States 
■which  we  have  hitherto  traverfed.  They  are  either  procured  from  Lower 
Canada,  or  the  ftate  of  New  York,  and  coft  three  dollars  a  head.  They 
thrive  in  this  country,  but  are  high  legged,  and  of  a  very  indifferent  fhapc, 
Coarfe  wool,  when  cleaned,  coils  two  fhillings  a  pound.  There  are  few  or 
no  wolves,  rattle-fnakes,  or  other  noxious  animals,  in  this  country. 

The  farmers  make  but  little  maple-fugar,  though  the  woods  abound 
with  the  trees,  from  which  it  is  procured.  The  Indians  import  about  two 
or  three  thoufand  pounds,  and  fell  it  to  the  retail  traders  for  one  fhilling 
a  pound.  Maple-fugar  is  prepared  in  much  larger  quantities  in  Lower 
Canada.  The  Canadians  eat  it  here  on  bread,  or  make  cakes  of  it,  mixed 
up  with  flour  of  wheat,  or  Indian  corn.  On  the  maple-tree  frequently 
grows  a  Ibrt  of  knobs,  or  fungufles,  of  a  very  large  fize.  If  thefe  ex- 
erefcences  be  torn  from  the  tree,  and  dried  in  the  fun,  they  form  an  excel- 
lent tinder,  which  the  Indians  and  Canadians  ufe  to  light  their  pipes. 
Notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  pines,  no  refm  has  yet  been  ga- 
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thered.     The  culture  of  hemp  and  flax  has  been  tried,  but  hitherto  with- 
out fuccefs  ;  the  experiments,  however,  arc  continued. 

The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar  per  bulhel ;  laft  year  the  price  was 
much  lower  ;  but  it  has  rifen  from  the  general  failure  of  the  harveft. 
Fire-wood,  delivered  in  the  town,  cofts  one  dollar  a  cord  ;  in  winter  it  is 
conveyed  thither  in  fledges  from  all  the  iflands  and  banks  of  the  river, 
which  are  covered  with  wood. 

The  river  freezes  over  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles  above  Kingflon. 

The  price  of  land  is  from  two  fhillings  and  flx-pencc  to  one  dollar  per 
acre,  if  the  twentieth  part  be  cleared.  This  price  rifes  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  acres  cleared  of  wood,  though  influenced  by  occaflonal 
circumftances.  Two  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  w^hich 
were  cleared,  were  very  lately  fold  for  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  expcnce  for  cutting  down  all  the  large  trees  on  an  acre,  and 
incloflng  it  with  a  fence  as  rude  as  in  the  United  States,  amounts  to  eight 
dollars. 

There  is  no  regular  market  in  Kingfton ;  every  one  provides  himfelf 
with  frefli  meat  as  well  as  he  can,  but  frequently  it  cannot  be  had  on  any 
terms. 

For  this  information  I  am  chiefly  indebted  to  Mr.  Steward,  curate 
in  Kingfton,  who  cultivates  himfelf  feventy  acres,  a  part  of  two  thoufand 
acres,  which  have  been  granted  him  as  an  American  loyalifl;.  He  is  a  native 
of  Harrifburg  in  Pennfylvania,  and  feems  to  have  zealoufly  embraced  the 
royal  caufe  in  the  American  war.  Fifteen  hundred  pounds  ftcrling, 
which  he  had  placed  in  the  American  funds,  have  been  confifcated.  Al- 
though he  continues  w^armly  attached  to  the  Britifh  Monarch,  yet  he 
has  become  more  moderate  in  his  political  principles  ;  he  has  preferved 
Tome  friends  who  efpoufcd  the  caufc  of  the  Republic,  among  whom  is 
Bilhop  White,  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Steward  is  a  man  of  much  gene- 
ral information,  mild,  open,  affable,  and  univcrfally  refpcftcd  ;  he  is 
very  languine  in  his  expetlation  that  the  price  of  land  will  rile,  and  that 
he  fliall  tluMi  be  enabled  to  portion  out  his  numerous  children.  With- 
out 
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otit  being  a  very  fkllfol  farmer,  he  is  perfedly  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  agriculture,  fo  that  I  can  place  implicit  confidence  on  his  ftatements, 
the  truth  of  which  has  alfo  been  confirmed  by  other  hufbandmen. 
■  The  number  of  farmers  is  very  fmall  about  Kingfton,  By  Mr.  Stew- 
ard's report,  the  agreement  between  the  land-owner  and  farmer  is  gene- 
rally made  for  their  joint  account,  but  not  always  faithfully  performed. 
From  his  having  been  impofed  upon  in  fuch  agreements,  he  leafed  out 
lafi:  year  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  which  are  fituated  on  the  bay, 
and  forty  of  which  are  cleared,  for  a  yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bulhels  of  grain  ;  on  condition  that,  if  at  the  expiration  of  three  years 
his  tenant  be  defirous  of  acquiring  the  property  of  thefe  lands,  he  muft 
pay  him  one  thoufand  dollars  ;  in  default  whereof,  he  is  bound  to  quit 
the  land,  and  will  confequently  lofe  all  the  money  and  labour  fpent  in 
clearing  the  ground. 

The  clergy  of  the  Epifcopal  church  are  the  only  miniflers  in  Upper 
Canada,  who  are  paid  by  government.  The  members  of  other  religious 
fe6ts  pay  their  paftors,  if  they  choofe  to  have  any.  In  the  diftrid.  of 
Kingfton  are  Baptifts,  Prefbyterians,  Roman  Catholics,  and  Qxiakers  ; 
but  they  poffefs  no  building  devoted  to  religious  worfliip.  Some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Kingfton  are  American  loyalifts  ;  but  the  majority  is  com- 
pofed  of  Scots,  Englifh,  Irifh,  Germans,  and  Dutchmen. 

The  emigration  from  the  United  States  is  not  confiderable  ;  during;  the 
laft  three  or  four  years  it  has  been  very  infignificant  indeed,  but  gains 
now,  it  is  aflerted,  a  more  promifing  appearance.  This  intelligence, 
which  we  firft  received  from  people  attached  to  the  Englifh  government, 
has  fmce  been  confirmed  to  us  by  a  great  many,  labourers.  Thefe  new 
colonifts  emigrate  moft  of  them  from  the  States  of  Connefticut,  Ver- 
mont, and  New  Hampshire.  The  emigration  from  Canada  to  the  United 
States' is  far  lefs  confiderable. 

If  any  dependence  might  be  placed  on  the  report  of  perfons,  who 
arrived  four  years  ago  from  the  River  Mohawk,  fuch  families,  as  are 
fufpefted  of  an  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  are,  in  the  United  States, 
looked  upon  rather  with  an  evil  eye  ;  but  perhaps  tliey   give   out  fuch 

report? 
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reports,  merely  that  they  may  meet  with  a  better  reception  in  the  Britilli 
pollcfllons. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  dilVrid  of  Kingfton  meddle  ftill  lefs  with  poli- 
tics than  the  people  of  Newark.  No  newfpaper  is  printed  in  the  town  ; 
that  of  Newark  is  the  only  one  publiflied  in  Upper  Canada,  which  being 
a  mere  imperfed;  extra<5l  from  the  Quebec  Gazette,  is  here  taken  in  by 
no  one.  I  know  but  of  two  perfons  who  receive  even  the  Quebec- paper. 
As  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  no  news  penetrates  into  that  quarter, 
a  circumftance  that  excites  there  very  little  regret. 

In  this  dlftrid;  are  fome  fchools,  but  they  are  few  hi  number.  The 
children  are  inttrufted  ixi  reading  and  writing,  and  pay  each  a  dollar  a 
month.  One  of  the  maflers,  fuperior  to  the  reft  in  point  of  knowledge, 
taught  Latin  ;  but  he  has  left  the  fchool,  without  being  fucceeded  by 
another  inflruftor  of  the  fame  learning. 

There  are  yet  but  very  few   furgeons    m   this  diftrid; ;     they,   wh^ 
affume  this  appellation,    contrive   to  get  well  paid  for  their   trouble. 
Excepting  intermittent  fevers,  which  are  rather  frequent  in  Kinglton, 
•the  climate  is  very  healthy.     The  houfes,  as  has  already  been  obferved, 
are  built  of  wood,  for  reafons  which  it  is  extremely  difficult   to  difcern. 
The  town  is  feated  on  rocky  ground  ;  and  not  the  fmalkfl  houfe  can  be 
built  without  the  foundation  being  excavated  in  a  rock,   a  fort  of  flone 
which  affords  the  twofold  advantage  of  being  cafily  cut,  and  of  growing 
hard,  when  expofed  to  the  air,  without  cracking  in  the  froft.     The  in- 
habitants allow  that,   if  bricklayers  were  procured  even  from  Montreal 
(for  there  are  none  in  this  place),  building  with  flone  would  be  lefs  ex- 
pcnfive  than  with  wood.     They  grant  that,  in  addition   to  the  greater 
folidity  of  fuch  buildings,  they  would  afford  more  warmth   in  winter, 
and  more  coolnefs  in  fummcr  ;  but  habit  is  here,   as  elfewhcre,   more 
powerful  than  rcafon.     Carpenters'  wages  amount  to  fixteen  fliillings  a 
day  ;  labourers  arc  equally  fcarce  in  Newark,  and   confequently  as   bad 
and  as  dear. 

This  diftrid:  contains  no  paupers,  and,  of  courfc,  there  cxifl  no  poor- 
rates  ;  the  taxes  are  managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  Newark. 

The 
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The  roads  at  Kingfton  are  much  the  fame  as  at  Newark  ;  they  are 
kept  m  good  repair  by  ten  days'  labour,  from  which  none  of  the  inhabi- 
tants are  excepted,  all  being  obliged  to  work  ten  days  at  the  roads,  La- 
lK)uring  people  complain,  and  not  without  reafon,  that  this  public  bur- 
tlien  has  not  been  affeffcd  in  a  manner  more  proportionate  to  the  means 
of  the  inhabitants;  and  calculate,  with  fome  degree  of  difcontent,  that 
their  ten  days'  labour  is  tantamount  to  a  tax  of  twelve  dollars  and  up- 
wards ;  for  they  mufl  alfo  find  their  own  vidluals  when  they  work  on  the 
roads. 

There  is  hut  one  churcli  in  Kingfton,  and  this,  though  very  lately  built, 
rcfembles  a  barn  more  than  a  church. 

We  had  a  letter  from  General  Simcoe  to  the  Commanding  Officer  ia 
Kingfton,  who,  at  our  arrival,  was  Captain  Parr,  of  the  fixtieth  regi- 
ment. Six  hours  after  the  detachment,  commanded  by  that  gentleman, 
was  relieved  by  another  of  the  fame  regiment,  under  the  orders  of  Major 
Dob  SON.  This  circumftance,  however,  did  not  prevent  Captain  Parr 
from  giving  us  the  moll  obliging  proofs  of  civility  and  kindnefs.  He  is 
a  fon  of  the  aged  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  At  firft  he  feems  cold, 
grave,  and  referved  ;  but  his  countenance  brightens  on  a  nearer  acquaint- 
ance, and  grows  more  open,  gay,  and  cheerful ;  he  foon  fell  into  an  eafy 
familiarity  of  converfation,  which  was  heightened  during  our  dinner. 
His  behaviour  was  entirely  free  from  ceremony,  and  indicated  that  he 
was  not  difpleafed  with  our  fociety. 

This  dinner,  which  he  gave  to  the  newly  arrived  officers,  forms  for  us 
a  remarkable  epocha.  The  ingenuity  of  the  Englifh  in  devifing  toalls, 
which  are  to  be  honoured  with  bumpers,  is  well  known.  To  decline 
joining  in  luch  a  toaft  would  be  deemed  uncivil ;  and,  although  it  might 
he  more  adviieable  to  fubmit  to  this  charge,  than  to  contrad:  a  ficknefs, 
yet  fuch  energy  of  chara6ler  is  feldom  difplayed  on  thefe  occalions.  Un- 
willing to  oppofe  the  general  will,  which  becomes  more  imperious  in 
■proportion  as  heads  grow  warmer,  you  refort  to  flight  deceptions  in 
the  quantity  you  drink,  in  hopes  thus  to  avert  the  impending  catallrophe. 
But  this  time  none  of  us,  wliedier  French  or  Englifh,  had  carried   the 
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dcGeption  far  enough,  and  I  was  concerned  to  feel,  the  remainder  of  the 
evening,  that  I  had  taken  too  Hvely  a  part  in  the  event  of  the  two  de- 
tachments reheving  each  other. 

The  fixtieth  regiment,  to  which  they  belong,  is  the  only  regiment  in 
the  Englifh  fervice,  excepting  the  guards,  which  confifls  of  four  battalions. 
This  regiment,  which  at  the  time  of  the  war  of  1/57  vvas  compofed  only 
of  two  battalions,  was  raifed  in  America,  and  as  many  foreigners  as  Eng- 
liflimen  were  enlifted.  It  was  afterwards  augmented  to  four  battalions, 
and  was  confidered,  as  in  facfl  it  is  ftill  in  many  refpedls,  as  a  foreign 
regiment.  The  firfl  two  battalions  have  never  yet  left  America ;  the 
two  others  have  been  ftationed  in  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  and  the  Antilles. 
<jeneral  Amherst  is  colonel  of  this  regiment*.  In  point  of  duty,  pro- 
motion, and  command,  the  four  battaUons  are  perfectly  independent  of 
each  other. 

The  officers  we  have  feen  are  well  bred  and  extremely  polite  *  * 
****      •*      ******      ******      *       * 

The  general  opinion,  in  regard  to  Canada,  is,  that  this  country  proves, 
at  prefent,  very  burthenfome  to  England,  and  will  be  ftill  more  fo  in  fu- 
ture ;  and  that,  of  confequence.  Great  Britain  would  confialt  her  true 
intcreft  much  better  by  declaring  Canada  an  independent  country,  than 
by  preferving  it  an  Englilh  colony,  at  fo  enormous  an  expencc.  The 
Canadians,  fay  they,  will  never  be  fmcerely  attached  to  England,  fo 
that,  if,  in  time  of  war,  a  militia  were  raifed,  not  half  of  them  would 
take  up  arms  againft  America,  and  none  perhaps  againft  France,  The 
Britlfh  governnaent  commits,  therefore,  in  their  opinion,  a  grofs  error, 
in  expending  fuch  vaft  fums  in  attempting  to  improve  and  prefcrve  a 
country,  which,  fooner  or  later,  is  fure  to  feccdc  from  Great  Britain,  and 
which,  did  it  remain  faithful  to  the  mother  country,  could  not  be  of 
real  fervice  to  it  for  any  length  of  time. 

Thefe  gentlemen  further  aflert,  in  diredl  contradi(5lion  to  General  Sim- 
coe's  opinion,  that  the  majority  of  new  fettlers  of  Upper  Canada,  who 
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♦  On  the  death  of  Lord  Amheift,  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  was  ap- 
pointed Colonel  of  the  fixtieth  regiment. — Tranjlator. 
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emigrate  from  the  United  States,  and  who  are  efteemed  layaliits,  would 
certainly  affifl  thofe  States,  if  they  marched  any  troops  into  that  country. 
1  am  not  qualified  to  form  a  correal  judgment  on  thefe  opinions,  which 
are  perhaps  mere  effiifions  of  the  difpleafure  of  officers,  obliged  to  ferve  at 
fo  great  a  diftance  from  Great  Britain  ;  *  yet  they  appear  to  me  not  alto- 
gether deftitute  of  foundation.  But,  however  this  may  be,  all- the  Ca^ 
nadians,  we  have  feen,  whether  inhabitants  of  the  country  or  failors,  con- 
ftantly  expreffed  the  utmoft  fatisfailion  on  meeting  with  us  Frenchmen 
of  old  France,  and  evinced  a  degree  of  refpecfl  and  obligingnefs,  to  which 
w-e  had  long  been  unaccuftomed.  I  cannot  fay  much  on  the  charatlct 
of  this  people  ;  all  wdio  came  under  my  obfervation  were  full  of  fpiritj 
-adiive,  gay  and  merry. 

The  royal  navy  is  not  veiy  formidable  in  this  place ;  fix  vciTcls  com- 
pofe  the  whole  naval  force,  two  of  which  are  fmall  gun-boats,  wdaich  wc 
law  at  Niagara,  and  which  are  Rationed  at  York;  Two  fmali  fchooners 
of  twelve  guns,  viz.  the  Onondago,  in  w^hich  we  took  our  paflage,  and 
the  Mohawk,  which  is  juft  finifhed  ;  a  fmall  yacht  of  eighty  tons,  mount- 
ing fix  guns,  and  laftly  the  Miffafoga,  of  as  many  guns  as  the  two  fchoon- 
ers, which  has  lately  been  taken  into  dock  to  be  repaired,  form  the  reft 
of  it.  All  thcfe  veflels  are  built  of  timber  frelh  cut  down,  and  not  feafoned, 
and  for  this  reafon  lafl.  never  longer  than  fix  or  eight  years.  To  prefervc 
them  even  to  this  time  requires  a  thorough  repair  ;  they  muft  be  heaved 
down  and  caulked,  which  cofts  at  leaft  from  one  thoufand  to  one  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  guineas.  The  expence  for  building  the  largeft  of  them 
amounts  to  four  thoufand  guineas.  This  is  an  enormous  price,  and  yet 
it  is  not  fo  high  as  on  Lake  Erie,  wiiither  all  forts  of  naval  ftores  muft 
be  fent  from  Kingfton,  and  where  the  price  of  labour  is  ftill  higher.    The 

*  Whether  the  political  opinions  of  the  officers  of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  alluded  to 
by  the  Diike,  be  correftly  ftated,  muft  be  left  to  thefe  gentlemen  to  explain.  But 
the  fuppofition,  that  Britifli  officers,  from  a  mere  diflike  to  remote  garrifons,  fliould 
cenfure  adminiftration  for  not  abandoning  a  colony,  which  in  the  author's  opinion  is 
**  a  bright  jewel  in  the  Britifli  crown" — "  an  important  conqueft,"  and  the  lofs  of  which 
appears  to  him  "  a  public  calamity,"  is  an  efFufion  of  Gallic  petulance,  which  fliould 
not  pafs  unnoticed. — Tran/Jater. 
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timbers  of  the  MifTafoga,  which  was  built  three  years  ago,  are  almoft  all 
rotten.  It  is  fo  eafy  to  make  provilion  of  fhip-timbcr  for  many  years  to 
come,  as  this  would  require  merely  the  felling  of  it,  and  that  too  at  no  great 
diilance  from  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  ufeo,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account 
for  this  precaution  not  yet  having  been  adopted.  Two  gun-boats,  which 
arc  deftined  by  Governor  Simcoe  to  fcrve  only  in  time  of  war,  are  at  pre- 
sent on  the  flocks  ;  but  the  carpenters,  who  work  at  them,  are  but  eight 
in  number.  The  extent  of  the  dilapidations  and  embezzlements,  com- 
mitted at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  mother- country,  may  be  eafily  con- 
ceived. In  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  a  judicial  enquiry  into  a  charge  of 
this  nature  was  inftituted  at  Kingfton.  The  commiffioner  of  the  navy, 
and  the  principal  fhip-wright,  it  was  afl'erted,  had  clearly  colluded  againft 
the  King's  intcfcil ;  but  interefl  and  protediion  are  as  powerful  in  the 
New  World  as  in  the  Old : — for  both  the  commiffioner  and  ffiip-wright 
continue  in  their  places. 

Captain  Bouciiette  commands  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Onta- 
rio ;  and  is  at  the  head  of  all  the  marine  eflabliffimcnts,  yet  without 
the  leaft  power  in  money-matters.  This  gentleman  poffefles  the  confi- 
dence both  of  Lord  Dorchefter  and  Governor  Simcoe  ;  he  is  a  Canadian 
by  birth,  but  entered  the  Britiffi  fcrvice,  when  Canada  fell  into  the 
power  of  England.  While  Arnold  and  Montgomery  were  befieging 
Quebec,  Lord  Dorchefi;er,  difguifed  as  a  Canadian,  ftole  on  board  his 
fhlp  into  that  city,  on  which  occalion  be  difplayed  much  activity,  intre- 
pidity and  courage.  It  is  not  at  all  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  Lord- Dor- 
chefter ffiould  bear  in  mind  this  eminent  fervice.  By  all  accounts,  he  is 
-■altogether  incorruptible,  and  an  officer,  who  treats  his  inferiors  witli 
great  mildnefs  and  jufticc. 

In  regard  to  the  pay  of  the  royal  marine  force  on  Lake  Ontario  ;  a. 
captain  has  ten  Ihillings  a  day,  a  lieutenant  fix,  and  a  fccond  lleutcliant 
three  fhillings  and  fixpencc.  The  feamens'  wages  arc  eight  dollars  per 
month.  The  maftcrs  of  merchantmen  have  t\^'enty-five  dollars,  and. 
the  failorsfrom  nine  to  ten  dollars  a  month. 

Commodore  BoucJiettc  is  among  thofe,  who  moft  ftrcnuoufly  oppofc"' 
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the  projedl  of  removing  to  York  tlie  central  point  of  the  force  on  the 
-lake  ;  but  his  family  refide  at  Kingfton ;  and  his  lands  are  fituated  near 
•that  place.  Such  reafons  are  frequently  of  fufficient  weight  to  determine 
•political  opinions. 

The  defertion  among  the  troops  is  not  fo  confidcrable  from  Kingfton, 
as  from  the  forts  Ofwego,  St.  John,  Niagara,  and  Detroit ;  from  all  thole 
pofts,  in  fhort,  which  lie  nearer  to  the  United  States.  Yet,  it  is  pretty 
prevalent  in  all  the  garrifons  of  Britifli  America.  We  were  told  by  the 
officers,  that  the  firft  two  or  three  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  regi- 
jnent  from  Europe,  no  foldier  deferts,  but  that  envy  and  habit  foon  cor- 
rupt their  mind.  ,  The  difcipline  appears  to  me  more  fevere  in  the  Bri- 
iifh  fervice,  than  it  ever  was  in  ours  ;  the  rnen  are  treated  with  lefs  atten- 
tion and  kindnefs. 

Several  regiments  employ  the  Indians  to  apprehend  deferters.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  eight  dollars,  which  are  allowed  by  government  for  every 
deferter,  brought  back  to  his  regiment,  the  captains  promife  them  eight 
dollars  out  of  their  private  purfe,  and  infpirit  them  by  fome  glaffes  of 
-rum.  Thefe  Indians  then  enter  the  American  territory,  where  they  arc 
acquainted  with  every  foot-path,  every  track,  which  they  purfue  with- 
out ever  lofing  their  way,  and  frequently  fall  in  with  the  deferter, 
whom  they  flop,  bind  arid  bring  back.  If  the  deferter,  which  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe,  be  attended  by  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  the 
Indians  make  no  attempt  to  flop  him,  but  the  Englifh  officers  place  fuf- 
iicient  confidence  in  the  honefty  of  the  Indians  to  fuppofe,  that  they  will 
not  fuiFer  themfelves  to  be  bribed  either  by  money  or  rum,  which  the 
deferters  might  offer. 

The  nearefl  regular  Indian  habitations  are  forty  miles  diftant  from 
^Kingfton,  and  belong  to  the  Mohawks.  About  the  lame  diflance  from 
.the  town  are  alfo  fome  villages  of  the  MifTafogas,  and  wandering  tribes 
of  the  fame  nation  are  conflantly  rambling  about  the  banks  of  the  lake, 
pafs  a  few  nights  in  one  place  and  a  few  in  another,  crofs  the  river  on 
the  confines  of  the  United  States,  and  flop  in  the  iflands.  Hunting; 
-and  fifhing  are  their  only  employments.     They  are  the  filthiell  of  all 
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the  Indians,  I  have  hitherto  feen,  and  have  the  moft  ftupid  appearance. 
They  are  faid  to  hve  poorly,  to  be  wicked  and  thie vilh,  and  men,  wo- 
men and  children  all  given  to  drinking.  The  uncommon  feverity  of  the 
winter  in  this  country  occafions  not  the  leaft  alteration  in  their  mode  ot 
living.  In  their  fmall  canoes  they  carry  with  them  fome  rolls  of  the 
bark  of  foft  birch  *,  which  fervc  to  cover  the  huts,  built  in  form  of  a 
cone,  wherein  they  flecp,  and  which  are  fupported  merely  by  fome  flight 
props,  on  which  reft  thefe  portable  walls,  that  at  the  top  leave  a  paflagc 
for  the  fmoke. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  Indians  bring  wild  rice  to  Kingfton, 
which  grows  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  efpecially  on  the  American  fide. 
This  plant,  which  loves  marihy  ground,  fucceeds  there  remarkably  welU 
The  Indians  bring  yearly  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds  of  this  rice, 
which  feveral  inhabitants  of  Kingfton  purchafe  for  their  own  confumption. 
This  rice  is  of  a  fmaller  and  darker  grain  than  that,  which  comes  from 
Carolina,  Egypt,  &c.  but  grows  as  white  in  the  water,  is  of  as  good  a  fla- 
vour, and  affords  full  as  good  nourifliment,  as  the  latter.  The  culture  of 
rice  w-ould  be  very  ufeful  in  Europe  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  poor,  efpe- 
cially as  in  thofe  parts  the  frequent  ufe  of  it  would  not  prove  injurious  to 
health,  which  it  certainly  does  in  hot  countries.  JVild  rice  is  faid  to  be 
the  fame  plants  which  in  Canada  is  called  wild  Mis  (foUe  avoine).f 

The  fame  banks  of  Lake  Ontario,  where  this  wild  rice  grows,  produce 
alfo  a  fpecies  of  hemp,  which  grows  up  to  a  confiderable  height  without 
the  leaft  culture,  and  is  apparently  as  ufeful  as  that,  which  is  cultivated 
in  France.  It  is  ftronger,  produces  more  feed,  and  its  tranfplantation  to 
Europe  would  probably  be  attended  with  beneficial  refvilts. 

To  beguile  nmui,  and  enjoy  a  few  hours  longer  the  fociety  of  our 
friend,  Captain  Parr,  we  accompanied  him  to  the  diftancc  of  fix  miles 
from  Kingfton.  His  detachment  occupied  fcven  vcftels,  and  he  had  one 
for  hirafclf.     The  foldiers  were  without  exception  as  much  intoxicated 

*  Betiila  lenta,  Linn,  called  by  the  French  inhabitants  of  Canada,  mciificr.—rrrt;//7. 
t  The  Duke  fecms  to  be  mifinformed  on  this  fubjeft.     The  wild  oat   (avena  fatua) 
is  a  plant  altogether  dificrent  from  wild  rice,  (oryzafylvefiris,  Unn.)~~Tran/!. 

as 
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ss  I  ever  faw  any  in  the  French  fervice.  On  the  day  of  their  de- 
parture they  were  fcarcely  able  to  row,  which  rendered  our  tour  ex- 
tremely tedious.  On  our  return,  wind  and  current  were  againft  us,  fo 
that  we  proceeded  very  llowly..  Canadians  rowed  our  boat,  and  accord- 
ing to  their  cuftom  ceafed  not  a  moment  to  fmg.  One  of  them  fmgs  a 
fong,  which  the  reft  repeat,  and  all  row  to  the  tune.  The  fbngs  are  gay 
and  merry,  and  frequently  fomewhat  more ;  they  are  only  interrupted  by 
the  laugh  they  occafion.  The  Canadians,  on  all  their  tours  on  the  water, 
no  fooner  take  hold  of  the  oars,  than  they  begin  to  fing,  from  which  they 
never  ceale  until  they  lay  the  oars  down  again.  You  fancy  yourfelf  re- 
moved into  a  province  of  France  ;  and  this  illufion  is  fweet.  Our  whole 
day,  from  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  at  night,  was  confumed 
in  this  tour.  So  much  the  better ;  a  day  is  gone  ;  for  although  the  un- 
wearied politenefs  of  the  officers  afford  us  every  day  in  Kingflion  a  com- 
fortable dinner  and  agreeable  fbciety  from  four  to  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  yet  we  cannot  but  feel  much  ennui  in  a  place,  where  no  fort  of 
amufement,  no  well-informed  man,  and  no  books  fhortenthe  long  linger- 
ing day. 

Our  fituation  is  extremely  unpleafant,  and  might  well  render  us  me- 
lancholy, did  we  give  up  our  mind  to  irkfome  reflection,  Mr.  Guilie- 
mard  is  gone  to  Montreal,  with  the  Captain.  He  is  perfeftly  right,  for 
he  would  have  fliared  in  our  wearinefs,  without  giving  us  the  leaft  relief. 
Me  is  a  man  of  fuperior  worth.  The  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  united  to  the 
charms  of  an  enlightened  mind,  have  long  infpired  me  with  the  ftrongell 
attachment  for  him.  His  determination,  to  leav£  us  gave  me,  therefore^, 
the  utmoft  concern. 

After  a  hearty  break fafl,  ferved  up  at  a  place  fomewhat  remote  from 
tike  troop,  we  took  leave  of  Captain  Parr.  The  place,  where  we  brcak- 
fefted,  belongs  to  Captain  Store,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  captain  in 
the  militia  of  Upper  Canada,  a  loyalifl  and  proprietor  of  feven  hundred 
•acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  of  the  Britilh  government.  He  is 
owner  of  a  faw-mill,  v/hich  is  fituated  on  the  creek  of  Guanfiffnousua, 
and  has  two  movements,  one  of  wiiich   works  fourteen   hws,.  and  the 

other 
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-Other  only  one.  The  former  may  be  widened  and  narrowed  ;  but  fre- 
quently cannot  work  all  at  once,  from  the  fize  of  the  logs  and  the  thick- 
nels  ot  the  boards.  We  faw  thirteen  faws  going  ;  a  log,  fifteen  feet  in 
length,  was  cut  into  boards  in  thirty-lcven  minvites.  The  fame  power, 
which  moves  the  faws,  lifts  alfo,  as  it  does  near  the  falls  of  Niagara, 
the  logs  on  the  jack,  For  the  iliv/ing  of  logs  the  Captain  takes  half 
the  boards  ;  the  price  of  the  latter  is  three  fliillings  for  one  hundred  feet, 
it  one  inch  in  thicknefs,  four  fhillmgs  and  fixpence,  if  one  inch  and  half, 
and  five  fliillings,  if  two  inches.  The  fame  boards,  if  only  one  inch 
thick,  coft  five  fhillings  in  Kingilon.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  creek, 
facing  Dutchmill  (this  is  the  name  of  Captain  Store's  mill),  Hands  ano- 
ther mill,  which  belongs  to  Mr.  Jon^'SO^^,  who  ufes  half  the  water  of 
-the  creek.  We  viev/ed  the  latter  only  at  a  diflance  from  the  fhore ;  tlie 
whole  profpe(5l  is  wild,  pleafmg  and  romantic,  and  made  me  fmcerely 
regret  my  unfkilfulnefs  in  drawing.  The  land  is  here  as  good  as  at 
Kins:;flon. 

Although  a  communication  by  land  is  opened  between  Montreal  and 
Kingflon,  and  though  half  the  road  is  very  good,  yet  the  intercpurfe  be- 
tween thefe  places  is  moftly  carried  on  by  water.  The  rapidity  of  the 
fiiream  does  not  prevent  vefTels  from  being  worked  up  the  river,  and 
this  tedious  paffage  is  preferred  to  that  by  land,  even  for  the  troops.  All 
the  provifions,  with  which  Canada  is  fupplied  from  Europe,  are  tranf- 
ported  in  the  fame  way ;  and  the  whole  correfpondence  is  carried  on  by 
this  conveyance,  but  in  a  manner  extremely  irregular ;  at  times  eight 
days  elapfe  even  in  fummer,  without  any  -veflel  going  up  or  coming 
down  the  lake. 

During  our  long  rcfidence  in  Upper  Canada  we  had  an  opportimity  of 
-feeing  a  Canadian  family,  who  were  emigrating  to  the  Illinois  River. 
The  hufband  had  examined  the  fettlcment  laft  year,  and  was  now  re- 
'moving  thither  with  his  whole  family,  confifling  of  his  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren all  embarked  in  a  boat  made  of  bark,  fifteen  feet  in  length  by  three 
.in  width.  While  the  parents  were  rowing  at  the  head  and  flcrn,  the 
children,  excepting  the  oldeft,  who  was  likewife  rowing,  were  feated 

on 
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Gil  mattreffcs  or  other  efFedls  ;  and  thus  they  fang  and  purfued   their 
voyacre  of  at  leafl  one  thoufand  one  hundred  miles.     We  met  them  at 
Newark.     They  proceed  along  the  banks  of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  lie  ftill 
every  night,  make  a  fort  of  tents  of  their  flieets  fupported  by  two  poles, . 
drefs  their  fupper,  eat  it,  wrap  themfelves  up  in  their  blankets  until  the 
morning,  fet  off  at  eight  o'clock,  flop  once  a  day  to   a.  meal,   and  then 
purfue  their  voyage  again  until  the  evening.     They   generally  advance 
from  fifteen  to  twenty,  miles  a  day,  but,  when  bad  weather  comes  on,  or 
they  meet  with  rapids  or  other  obflru6lions,  which  force  them  to  go  by. 
land,  their  progrefs  is  fliorter,  and  they  frequcntlv  refl.  a.  whole  day. 
Having  fet  out  from  Montreal,  they  came   up  Lake  Ontario ;  thence- 
they  pafs  Lake  Erie,  go  up  the  Miami  River,,  travel  about  fix  or  feven; 
miles  by  land,  and  then  reach  the  Theakiki  River,  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Illinois,  or  embark  on  the  Wabafh*,  which  communicates  by  feveral 
branches  with  the  Illinois,  and  thus  proceed  to  the  fpot  where  they  intend- 
to  fettle.     New  colonifts  commonly  form  their  fettlements  on  the  banks: 
of  that  river,  and  chiefly  confifl  of  French  Canadians. . 

There  is  another  way  from  Montreal  to  the  Illinois,  which  is  faid  to  be 
inore  frequented  than  the  former ;.  namely,  up  the  Ottawas  River  or 
Great  River  f  to  NipifTmg  Lake,  and  thence  by  the  French  River  to  Lake 
Huron.  On,  this  way  you. meet  with  thirty-fix  places  where  the  boats; 
are  to  be  carried  over  land,  which,  however,  are  very  fhort.  From  Lake, 
Huron  you  proceed  by  the  Straits  of  Michillimakkinak  to  Green  Bay, 
thence  by  the  Crocodile  River,  Roe  Lake,  and  River  Saxe.,  after  a  fhort 
paffage  over  land  toOuifconfmg  River,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Miffi- 
ITippi,  which  you  dfefcend  as  far- as  the  Illinois,  and  thence  go  up  this  river.. 
Thc:  way,  jufl,  pointed  out,  is  much  longer  than  the  other,  but  is  generally 

*•'  This  beautiful  river  of  the  north-weft  territory  is- peculiarly  celebrated  on  account" 
of  a  copper  mine  on  its  northern  bank,  which  is  the  richell:  vein  of  native  copper  that  _ 
has  hitherto  been  difcovered.  —  Tranjl. 

t  The  Duke  feems  mifinformed  as  to  the  appellation  of  the  Great  River,  by  which . 
Ae  Miami  is  meant  in  America,  not  the  Ottawas.-*- J'rfjw/?. 

preferred,. 
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preferred,  cfpeciiilly  by  the  agents  of  the  fur-trade.  On  turning  to  the 
welbvard,  this  is  the  lame  way,  which  you  travel  from  Montreal  as  far 
tiic  Straits  of  Michillimakkinak,  which  you  leave  on  the  left,  to  reach 
Lake  Superiour,  on  which  you  proceed  to  the  great  carrying  place, 
thence  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  fo  on. 

The  fcttlcmenton  the  IlUnois  is  a  large  i^rpot  for  the  fur-trade  ;  nay, 
it  is  the  lall  principal  fa(5lory  in  that  direction,  the  chief  magazine  of 
AA'hich  is  at  Fort  Michillimakkinak  ;  but  the  agents  travel  one  hundred 
miles  farther  and  traffic  even  with  the  Indians  of  Louifiana. 

This  traffic  is  chiefly  carried  on' with  rum,  but  alfo  with  guns,  gun- 
powder, balls,  blankets,  fmali  coral  collars,  fmall  filver  buckles,  bracelets, 
and  ear-rings,  which  arc  all  worn  by  the  Indians  in  proportion  as  they 
arc  more  or  lefs  rich. 

The  common  flandard,  by  which  the  Indians  cftimatc  the  value  of 
their  peltry,  is  the  beaver-fkin  ;  io  many  cat-ik.ins  are  worth  one  beavcr- 
fkin  ;  buckles,  guns,  or  a  certain  quantity  of  rum,  are  wa-)rth  one  or  two 
bcaver-llvins,  or  perhaps  only  a  part  of  one.  The  traders  generally  give 
tlie  Indians  in  fummer  a  part  of  the  articles  they  want  on  credit ;  but  the 
jkins  they  take  in  exchange  are  fold  at  fo  low  a  price,  and  the  pro^-ifion 
they  fell  rated  fo  high,  that  they  can  well  affi^rd  to  give  credit,  the  more 
fo  as  the  Indians  are,  in  general,  pretty  pundual  in  fulfilling  their  engage- 
ments. Thefe  Indians  hunt,  live  in  families  rather  than  in  tribes,  and 
are,  by  all  accounts,  diftinguffied  by  the  fame  vices,  the  fame  qualities, 
and  the  fame  manners,  as  thofc  wc  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obfcrving 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  lakes. 

The  trade  in  thefe  parts  is  carried  on  not  by  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Com- 
pany, but  by  two  or  three  houfes  in  Montreal,  cfpecially  by  Mr.  Tode, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  communication  of  thefe  particulars. 
The  Miflburi  River  alone  has  hitherto  been  fliut  up  againft  foreign  traders 
by  the  Spaniards,  who  have  there  a  fort.  Befides  the  Canadian  habita- 
tions, which  fland  along  the  banks  of  the  Illinois  either  fcattcred  or 
aifcmbled  in  villages  and  towns,  the  Illinois  Town  contains  about  three 
thoufand  inhabitants.   There  arc  alfo  fomc  Canadians,  who  rcfide  among 

the 
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the  Indians,  and  live  exa6lly  as  they  do.  All  thefe  fettlements  are  in  the 
north -weft  territory,  belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  for  that  part  of  the 
banks  of  the  Miflburi,  which  appertains  to  Spain,  is  not  inhabited,  ex- 
cepting St.  Louis  and  St.  Genevieve,  for  eighty  miles  from  New  Orleans, 
and  but  very  thinly  peopled  beyond  this. 

Such  peltry  as  is  exported  in  the  courfe  of  trade  is  conveyed  to  Mont- 
real by  the  lame  way  which  the  traders  travel  to  thefe  points.  The 
mouth  of  the  Miffiffippi,  ^vhich  by  the  new  treaty  with  Spain  has  been 
ceded  to  the  Americans  *,  and  the  friendly  manner  in  which  the  Spa- 
nilh  Governor  favours  this  branch  of  commerce,  procure  their  trade  a  more 
expeditious  and  lefs  expenlive  outlet,  ib  that  in  this  way  the  expence 
has  been  lelTened  one-tenth.  By  the  fame  way  furs  can  be  tranfmit- 
tcd  either  to  the  United  States  or  to  any  part  of  Europe,  as  the  mer- 
chant choofes,  while  all  peltry,  which  reaches  Montreal,  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  laws  can  be  fent  only  to  Great  Britain.  The  provifion  to  be  ex- 
changed for  thefe  articles  may  alfo  be  bought  in  the  cheapeft  market, 
and,  confequently,  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  in  Montreal,  where  the 
exhorbitant  duty  on  all  merchandize,  landed  in  Canada,  and  which, 
moreover.  Great  Britain  alone  has  a  right  to  import,  raifes  their  price  in 
an  enormous  degree. 

The  furs  in  the  whole  of  this  country  are  of  an  inferior  quality,  if  com- 
pared with  the  peltry  of  thofe  parts  which  are  fituated  north  of  the  lakes, 
where  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  alone  carries  on  this  trade.  By  Mr. 
Tode's  account  you  may  travel,  in  an  eafy  manner,  from  Montreal  to  the 
Illinois  in  fifteen  days,  and  from  the  Illinois  to  NewOrlcans  in  twenty.  The 
navigation  of  the  Miffiffippi  is  good,  but  requires  great  prudence  and  at- 
tention, on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the  ftrcam,  and  the  great  number  of 
trunks  of  trees  with  which  its  bed  is  filled  in  feveral  places.  The  whole 
country',  through  which  it  flows,  is  extremely  fertile  and  delightful. 

*  By  the  treaty  of  1796,  between  the  United  States  and  Spahi,  the  former  obtained  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Miffiffippi,  but  not  the  ceffion  of  the  mouth  or  rather  mouths  of 
the  river. — Tranfl. 

.      Qq  On 
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OnWednefday  the  22d  of  July  arrived  the  long-expeded  anfwcr  from 
Lord  Dorchefter.  It  was  of  a  nature  to  llriks  us  with  amazement — a  {o- 
lemn  prohibition,  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form,  againft  coming  to  Lower 
Canada.  It  was  impoffible  to  cxpcd:  any  thing  of  that  kind.  Mr. 
Hammond,  the  EngUfli  Minifter  to  the  United  States,  had  invited  us 
himfelf  to  vifit  Canada,  and  removed  the  difficulties,  which,  from  the 
report  of  other  Enghflimen,  I  apprehended  on  the  part  of  the  Governor- 
general,  by  affuring  me,  that  Lord  Dorchefter  had  requefted  him  to  take 
it  for  the  future  entirely  upon  himfelf,  to  grant  paiTports  for  Lower  Ca- 
nada, as  he  knew  better  than  the  Governor-general  the  travellers  who 
came  from  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  letters  which  he  fliould  give 
me  would,  without  previoufly  concerting  with  Lord  Dorchefter,  fccurc 
me. from  all  unpleafant  incidents.  I  could  not,  therefore,  entertain  the 
leaft  apprehenfion  of  a  refufal,  as  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  Mr,  Hammond,  who  had  loaded  me  with  civilities,  woiild  have 
deceived  me  on  this  fubjet^. 

But  his  Excellency  had  been  pleafed  to  order  his  Secretary  to  fend  mc 
an  order  of  banifliment,  which  he  had  not  even  taken  the  trouble  tofign. 
They  told  me,  by  way  of  confolation,  that  his  Excellency  was  rather 
weak  of  intelled.,  that  he  did  not  do  any  thing  himfelf,  &c.  ;  that  fome 
emigrated  French  prleft  might  have  played  me  this  trick  by  his  influence 
over  his  Lordfhip's  fecretary  or  his  miftrefs  ; — and  well  may  this  be  the 
cafe  ;  for,  though.  Heaven  be  thanked  !  I  have  never  injured  any  one,  yet 
I  find  conftantly  people  in  my  way,  who  endeavour  to  injure  me.  But, 
be  this  as  it  may,  a  refolution  muft  be  taken,  and  the  beft  of  any  is,  to 
laugh  at  the  difappointment.  May  it  be  the  only,  or  at  leaft  the  moft 
fenous  fruftration  of  my  hopes,  which  yet  awaits  me. 

On  my  arrival  in  Canada,  piy  Grace  was  overwhelmed  with  honours, 
attended  by  officers,  complimented  and  reverenced  wherever  I  made  my 
appearance ;  and  now — banifhed  from  the  fame  country  like  a  mif- 
creant  ! 

"  Et  je  nai  vierite 
"  Ni  cct  exces  dlLcnineur  ni  cette  Jnd/gnifg." 

On 
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On  luch  occafions,  as  in  many  other  iituations  in  life,  we  ought  to 
call  to  mind,  that  our  own  fentiments  and  feelings  can  alone  honour  or 
degrade  us,  and  that  confcious  redlitude  exalts  us  above  all  villains,  great 
and  low,  above  all  fools,  and  all  tatlers. 

My  eagernefs  to  quit  the  Englifh  poffeffions  as  foon  as  poffible,  after 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  will  be  eafily  conceived ;  though,  upon  the 
whole,  I  cannot  too  often  repeat,  that  the  civilities  Ihewn  us  by  the 
Englilli  officers  at  Kingilon,  as  well  as  Niagara,  deferve  our  warmefh 
praife. 

Major  DoBSON  being  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  our  leaving  Canada 
with  the  utmofl  fpeed,  afliited  us  with  true  and  fuicere  politenefs,  but 
for  which  we  fhould  not  have  been  able  to  attain  our  end  fo  foon  as  we 
wifhed ;  for,  generally,  no  velfel  fails  from  Kingfton  to  the  American 
coaft  except  twice  a  year.  He  lent  us  his  own  barge,  on  board  of  which 
we  embarked,  four  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  Secretary's  letter,  for 
the  United  States,  where  no  commandant,  no  governor,  no  minifler,  en- 
joys the  right  of  offending  honefl:  men  with  impunity. 

We  fliaped  our  courfe  for  Ofwego,  where  we  hoped  to  meet  with  an 
opportunity  of  a  fpeedy  paffage  for  Albany.  The  four  fbldiers,  who  comr 
pofed  our  crew,  were  intoxicated  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  firft  day  we 
fcarcely  made  fifteen  miles,  though  we  failed  twelve  of  them.  Mr.  Le- 
moine,  the  officer  who  commanded  them,  made  them  pay  dear  for  the 
delay  of  the  preceding  day,  by  obliging  them  to  row  this  day  at  leaft 
fifty-five  miles.  We  left,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  long  ifland 
where  we  paffed  the  night.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain  had  wetted  us  through 
to  the  fkin  ;  the  wind  had  deflroyed  the  flight  covering  we  had  made  of 
branches  of  trees  ;  the  mufquitoes  had  nearly  devoured  us ;  in  fliort,  we 
had  fcarcely  enjoyed  a  moment's  reft.  But  the  weather  cleared  up  ;  the 
morning  grew  fine  ;  and  we  foon  forgot  the  fufferings  of  the  preced- 
ing night. 

We  reached  Ofwego  at  half  pafl  eight  in  the  evening,  having  fcarcely 
flopped  an  hour  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day.     This  paffage  is  feldom 
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efFeCled  in  lefs  than  two  days ;  but  inftead  of  coafting  along  the  fliorc, 
we  llretched  from  the  place  where  we  breakfaftcd  flraight  over  to  Of- 
wego,  without  approaching  the  land  ;  an  undertaking,  \Ahich,  but  for  the 
fairnefs  of  the  weather,  might  have  proA-ed  extremely  hazardous. 

Previous  to  our  departure,  we  enjoyed  the  fatlsfadllon  of  hearing  the 
report  of  Admiral  Hotham's  fecond  vidlory  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  of 
the  capture  or  dcftrud:ion  of  four  French  fhips,  with  fifteen  thoufand 
land-troops  on  board,  deftincd  for  Corfica,  contradifted  by  an  officer,  who 
arrived  from  Quebec.  This  adion  had  been  fb  frequently  alleged  to 
us,  as  a  proof  of  the  immenfe  fuperiority  of  Englifli  fliips  over  the 
French,  that  we  felt  extremely  happy  on  finding  the  whole  report  vanifli 
like  a  dream. 

The  reftoration  of  tranquillity  and  order  in  our  country  depends,  at 
this  time,  more  than  ever  on  the  fuccefTes  of  the  French. — May  they  be 
as  complete  as  I  wifh.  Good  God,  what  would  have  become  of  us,  if 
Great  Britain  and  her  allies  fliould  prove  vicftorious  !  I  am  free — Heaven 
be  thanked  ! — from  the  rage  againft  the  Engliili  nation,  which  poffiifTes  fo 
many  Frenchmen,  and  cannot  be  juftified  by  the  flill  fiercer  rage  of  fome 
Englifhmen  againll:  the  French.  The  Englifli  are  a  gallant  and  great  na- 
tion ;  I  wifh  they  might  be  fincerely  allied  with  France —  *  * 
******************** 

Ofwego  is  one  of  the  pofls,  which  Great  Britain  has  hitherto  retained, 
in  open  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  though  flie  will  be  obliged  to 
deliver  it  up  to  the  United  States,  in  the  courfc  of  next  year.  It  is  a 
naiferable  fort,  which,  in  the  year  1782,  was  built  at  a  confidcrablc  ex- 
pence  by  General  Haldiman,  at  that  time  Governor  of  Canada.  The 
river  Ofwego,  at  the  mouth  of  which  the  fort  is  f'eated,  is  at  prcfent  al- 
mofl  the  only  courfe  for  American  vefTels  to  Lake  Ontario.  The  fort  is 
in  a  ruinous  flate ;  one  fingle  ball:ion,  out  of  five,  which  form  the  \vholc 
of  the  fortifications,  is  kept  in  better  repair  than  the  refl,  and  might  fcrve 
as  a  citadel,  to  defend  for  fome  time  the  other  works,  indefenfiblc  by  any 
other  means.  The  prefcnt  garrifon  confifls  of  two  officers  and  thirty 
men,  under  whofc  protcftion  a  cuftomhoufc-officcr  fcarches  all  the  vef- 

fcls. 
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{eh,  which  fail  up  or  down  the  river.  It  is  not  lawful  to  import  any 
otiier  articles  from  the  United  States  into  Canada,  but  grain,  flour,  cat- 
tle, and  provifion,  and  no  commodities  are  fuffered  to  be  exported  to 
the  United  States,  without  exprefs  permiffion  from  the  Governor  of  Up- 
per Canada ;  nay,  this  prohibition  extends  even  to  perfons,  who,  if  they 
intended  to  proceed  to  that  country  without  fuch  permiffion,  would  be 
imprifoned.  As  to  the  prohibited  exports  in  merchandize,  they  are  con- 
fifcated,  without  exception,  for  the  benefit  of  the  cuftomhoufe-officer, 
by  whom  they  are  feized.  This  naturally  prompts  his  zeal,  and  increafcs 
his  attention ;  but  there  are  fo  many  points  along  the  coart,  where  the 
contraband  trade  can  be  carried  on,  that  it  will  hardly  be  attempted  in 
this  place,  where  the  Americans  are  lure  to  encounter  fb  many  difficul- 
ties and  obil:ru6tions.  Yet  fome  veflcls,  now  and  then,  flip  out,  under 
favour  of  the  night.  Two  or  three,  which  failed  in  the  attempt,  were 
lafl:  year  taken  and  condemned.  The  large  income  of  the  receiver  of 
cuflioms,  placed  here  three  years  ago,  has  hitherto  been  confined  to  theife 
perquilites,  Americans,  who  from  an  ignorance  of  the  feverity  and  lati- 
tude with  which  Engliffi  prohibitions  are  enforced,  have  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  provifion  on  board,  than  the  rigour  of  the  Englifli  law  permits, 
frequently  fee  the  furplus  confifcated  to  the  augmentation  of  the  cuf- 
toms,  which,  if  exacted  by  lefs  delicate  hands  than  thofe  of  the  prefent 
receiver,  might  be  carried  to  a  much  larger  amount. 

This  officer  is  called  Intendant  General :  a  fine  title,  which  ornaments 
a  ftation,  that,  in  facft,  knows  no  fuperiors,  but  has  alfo  no  inferiors,  ex- 
cepting a  director,  who  refides  at  Niagara.  The  intendant  general  has 
not  even  a  fecretary.  His  pay  is  ten  fliillings  a  day,  and  a  ration,  which 
is  efl;imated  at  two.  He  receives  his  pay  all  the  year  round,  though  the 
navigation  of  the  lake  is  entirely  interrupted  for  five  months,  and.  he  him- 
felf  is  feven  months  abfent  from  Ofwego.  Decorated  wtth  fuch  a  title, 
and  furniflied  with  fiich  an  income,  he  will  hardly  be  fiippofed  to  tranf- 
ad;  himfelf  the  trifling  bufmefs  of  his  place.  This  is  entrufted  to-  a  non- 
commiffioned  officer,  who  makes  his  report.  This  is  figncd  by  the  in- 
tendant general,  who,  in  cafe  of  abfence  from  the  fort,  leaves  blanks 

figned 
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-figned  on  his  table.  This  permit,  which  aijthorizes  all  veffcls  bouu'.l  lor 
Canada,  to  proceed  thither,  muft  alfo  be  figncd  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, for  which  every  vclTel  pays  three-fourths  of  a  dollar.     For  faiiiaig;|jp 

-ithe  lake  a  verbal /»^/"ff-«V  is  given  ^/-d-^/j.  "^    -' 

The  prefent  intendant  general    is  an   interefling  young  man,   of  the 

J  name  of  Mac-Donald,  who,  in  addition  to  his  talents  and  abilities, 
poffefTes  all  the  peculiar  merits,  for  which  his  family  has  long  been  dif- 
-tinguiflied  in  Canada.  They  came  from  Scotland,  and  fettled  here  about 
twenty  years  ago.  Mr.  Mac-Donald  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the  American 
war.  He  is  now  on  half-pay;  his  brothers  hold  commiffions  in  a  Cana- 
dian regiment,  lately  raifed,  and  one  of  them  is  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  rc- 
prefentatives  of  Upper  Canada. 

A  man  of  Mr.  Mac-Donald's  extracStion,  in  France,  would  injure  his  cha- 

.  rafter,  in  the  public  opinion,  by  accepting  a  place  in  the  cuftoms.   In  Eng- 
land they  know^  better.      There,  no  injurious  idea  attaches  to  anv  profef- 

.  fion,  which  concurs  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  ;  and  no  blame  attaches 

-to  a  nobleman  for  holding  a  place  in  the  commiffion  of  the  cuftoms,  or 
turning  merchant.  He  is,  on  the  contrary,  refpecSled  as  much  as  if  he 
belonged  to  the  church,  the  army,  or  the  navy,  or  were  placed  in  any  other 
honourable  fituation.  Yet,  if  public  opinion  were  altogether  founded  on 
juft  and  reafonable  principles,  it  Ihould  ftlgmatize  all  perfons,  who  hold 
fmccures  without  any  ufeful  employment,  and  prefs  confequently  as 
dead  burthens  on  the  State.  This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe  in  England. 
The  number  of  veffcls,  which  afcend  and  defcend  the  Ofwego  during 
the  feven  months,  the  navigation  is  open,  amounts  to  about  thirty  a 
month.  By  Mr.  Mac-Donald's  account  far  the  greater  number  of 
them  carry  new  fettlers  to  Upper  Canada,  at  which  I  am  not  aftonillicd, 
it  being  a  certain  faft,  that  the  emigration  from  the  United  States  to 
Canada  is  far  more  confiderable,  than  from  the  latter  to  the  former 
-  country.  0- ^  '•.' 

Fort  Ofwego  is  the  only  fettlcment  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  between 
Kingfton  and  Niagara,  excepting  Great  Sodus,  where  Captain  Williamlbn 

-:ibrms  one,  and  which  bids  fair,  as  has  already  been  obfcrved,  to  become 

very 
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very  profperous ;  it  is  thirty  miles  diftant  from  the  fort.  Twelve  miles 
behind  Ofwego,  ftands,  on  the  river,  the  firft  American  fettlement.  This 
fort  muft  therefore  fliift  for  itfelf.  The  officers  hunt,  read,  and  drink; 
and  the  privates  do  duty,  are  dlfpleafed  with  their  fitixation,  and  defert. 
For  this  reafon  the  oldefl  foldiers  are  felefted  for  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego  ; 
and  yet,  though  lefs  open  to  temptation,  they  defert  to  the  United  States. 
This  fort,  which  lies  too  remote  for  any  communication  with  foreign 
countries,  is  for  five  months  together  completely  cut  off  from  the  refl  of 
the  world  ;  the  fnow  lying  then  fo  deep,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  go  abroad 
but  in  fnow-flioes.  A  furgeon,  who  has  feven  fliillings  and  fixpence  a 
day,  augments  the  company  in  Ofwego.  The  gentleman,  who  fills  this 
place  at  prefent,  contributes  much  to  heighten  the  pleafure  of  the  Ibcietv,, 
by  fubmitting  to  be  the  general  butt  of  railleries  and  jefts. 

The  neareft  Indian'  habitations  are  forty  miles  diftant  from  Ofwego ; 
and  yet  there  is  an  Indian  interpreter  appointed  at  this  fort,  who  has 
three  fhillings  and  fixpence  a  day  and  a  ration.  He  was  employed  during 
the  laft  war.  In  other  places  his  appointment  might  carry  at  leaft  fome 
appearance  of  utility  ;  but  here  he  is  paid  without  having  any  employ- 
ment. The  commanding  officer  has  five  fliillings  a  day  in  addition  to 
the  pay  he  enjoys  by  virtue  of  his  commiffion ;  he  keeps  oxen,  cows,, 
iheep,  fowls,  &c.  which,  as  a  permanent  ftock,  one  commanding  officer- 
leaves  to  his  fucceftbr  at  a  fettled  price. 

The  gardens  are  numerous,  and  beautiful,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort;, 
the  lake  as  well  as  the  river  abounds  with  fifla  ;  the  chacc  procures  plenty 
of  game.  The  officers,  therefore,  live  well  in  this  wildernefs,  which  they 
call  Botany  Bay,  and  yet  wifh  to  wreft  from  the  Americans.  We  exr- 
perlenced  from  all  of  them  a  very  kind  reception. 

The  land  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  Ofwego  is  very  indifferent ;  the 
trees  are  of  a  middling  growtli,  and  the  wood-lands  have  a  poor  appear- 
ance. 

As  fate  would  not  permit  me  to  fee  Lower  Canada,  I  Ihall  here  throw 
together  fome  particulars,  I  had  collefted  refpeding  that  country.  I 
counted  on  certifymg  and  arranging  them  on  the  fpot;  and  although  1  have 

not 
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not  been  able  to  do  this,  yet  they   fliall  not   be  loft,  either  to  myfelt'  or 
my  friends. 

The  people  of  Canada  polTefs  the  French  national  charadler ;  they  are 
active,  brave,  and  induftrious ;  they  undergo  the  Icvereft  toils,  endure 
hardfhips  with  fortitude,  and  confole  and  comfort  themfehes  with 
fmoaking,  laughing  and  fmging  ;  they  are  pleafcd  with  every  thing,  and 
checked  and  difpirited  by  nodiing,  neither  by  the  length,  or  exccffive 
fatigue  of  a  journey,  nor  by  the  bad  quality  of  their  food,  if  their  fpirits 
be  kept  up  by  pleafantries  and  jefts.  They  are  employed  in  all  voyages. 
At  the  beginning  of  fpring  they  are  called  together  from  the  dif- 
ferent diftrifts  of  both  provinces,  either  for  the  King's  fervice,  or 
that  of  trade.  The  people,  employed  in  tliis  manner,  refide  about 
Montreal,  and  fome  miles  lower  down,  as  far  as  Quebec.  Several  of 
them  live  in  Montreal,  where  they  carry  on  a  trade,  which  occu- 
pies them  in  winter.  Their  own  inclination  and  tafte  invite  them  to 
this  active  and  roving  mode  of  life.  Some  of  them  arc  farmers,  who 
leave  the  houfing  of  the  harvcft  to  their  wives  and  neighbours  ;  others 
are  artizans,  who  fliut  up  their  Ihops  and  depart.  We  met  fome  of 
them,  who  were  tanners,  faddlers,  butchers,  joiners,  &c.  and  who  by  all 
accounts  were  very  good  workmen.  They  leave  their  country  for  a 
lummer,  for  one  year  or  more,  according  to  the  work,  which  they  are 
called  to  perform  ;  and  fometimes  only  for  a  fhort  voyage.  In  the  King's 
fcrAice  they  are  employed  in  working  the  ihips  from  Montreal,  or  rather 
China,  which  is  three  miles  nearer,  up  to  Kingfton.  This  pailage,  which 
is  rendered  extremely  troublelbme  by  the  numerous  rapids  in  the  river, 
takes  up  nine  days,  more  or  lefs,  the  back  palfage  only  three  da}  s,  and 
the  lading  and  unlading  at  leaft  one.  For  this  voyage  they  receive  two 
Louis  d'ors  and  are  found  in  viftuals  ;  if  not  employed  in  a(!ftual  fcr\  ice, 
they  receive  no  pay.  They  now  begin  to  fcr\e  as  failors  on  board  the 
Ihipping  on-  the  lake.  Commodore  Bouchette  is  much  pleafcd  witii 
them.  Their  wajres  amount  to  nine  dollars  a  month  both  on  board  the 
King's  fliips,  and  in  merchantmen,  engaged  in  the  fur-trade. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  was  attended  by  fcveral  of  them  on   his   travels  to 

the 
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the  South  Sea;  he  brings  them  back  with  him  from  a  journey,  which» 
it  was  fuppofed,  would  extend  as  far  as  the  former,  but  which  he  intends 
to  terminate  at  the  laft  fad:ory.  By  the  account  of  the  EngUfli  them- 
felves,  who  do  not  hke  them,  they  are  the  beft  rowers,  extremely  dexte- 
rous in  extricating  themfelves  from  difficulties,  inured  to  labour,  and 
very  fober,  though  at  times  they  are  apt  to  drink  rum  rather  too  freely. 
In  this  cafe  their  gaiety  grows  noify,  while  the  Englifli  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion  frequently  grow  fad  and  melancholy. 

There  exift  few  people,  among  whom  crimes  are  lefs  frequent,  than 
among  the  Canadians ;  murders  are  never  committed,  and  thefts  very 
feldom  ;  yet  the  people  in  general  are  ignorant.  But  this  defe<5l  is  to  be 
imputed  lefs  to  the  people,'  than  the  government,  whofe  lyftem  it  is  to 
cherlila  and  preferve  this  ignorance.  No  colleges  have  yet  been  efta- 
bliflied  in  Canada  ;  and  the  fchools  are  very  few  in  number.  Hence  it  is, 
that  the  education  even  of  the  richefh  Canadians  is  much  negledled  ;  but 
few  of  them  write  with  any  tolerable  corrc(3;nefs  of  fpelling,  and  a  ftill 
fmallcr  number  poiTefs  any  knowledge,  though  fome  of  them  hold  feats 
in  the  Legiflative  Council  of  the  province.  I  muft,  however,  mentionj 
that  I  have  received  this  information  from  Englifhmen,  whofe  accounts 
of  the  Canadians  deferve  but  little  credit,  from  the  moft  prominent  fea- 
ture of  their  national  charadler  confifting  in  a  warm  attachment  to 
France,  which  on  every  occafion  they  difplay  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  clafs  of  fociety,  to  which  they  belong,  and  to  the  extent  of  their 
wifhes  and  expectations,  relative  to  the  Britifh  government. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  all  the  families  in  Canada  have  retained 
the  French  manners  and  cuftoms ;  that  but  very  few  Canadians,  perhaps 
not  one  in  a  hundred,  underftand  the  Englifh  tongue  ;  that  they  will  not 
learn  it,  and  that  none  of  thofe,  who  underftand  that  language,  will 
talk  it,  except  thofe,  who  from  the  nature  of  their  employments  have  a 
conftant  intercourfe  with  the  military. 

The  Britilh  government  has,  fnice  the  conqueft,  from  a  filly  affc&a- 
tion,  changed  the  names  of  tlie  towns,  iflands,  rivers,  nay  of  the  fmalleft 

R  r  creeks. 
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creeks.  But  the  Canadians  make  no  ufe  of  thefe  new  appellations,  but 
cither  from  affediation  or  habit  retain  the  ancient  French  names. 

Many  members  of  the  AlTembly,  as  well  as  of  the  Legiflative  Council 
of  Lower  Canada,  are  French  inhabitants  of  Canada  ;  the  debates  are  car- 
ried on  there  in  the  French  and  Englifh  languages ;  the  fpecch  of  the 
French  member  is  immediately  tranflated  into  Englifli,  and  of  the  Englilh 
into  French. 

The  inveterate  hatred  of  the  Englifh  againft  the  French,  which  is  at 
once  fo  ridiculous,  fo  abfurd,  and  fo  humiliating  for  the  people,  infomuch 
as  it  proves  them  to  be  mere  tools  of  the  ambition  of  their  miniftry — this 
hatred,  which  the  lights,  dlffufed  through  both  countries,  and  the  fre- 
quent intercourfe  between  the  two  nations,  had  nearly  dellroyed  in  Eu- 
rope, before  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  has  not  abated  here  in  the 
fame  degree.  No  Canadian  has  juft  grounds  of  complaint  againft  the 
Britifli  government ;  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  acknowledge  unani- 
moufly,  that  they  are  better  treated  than  under  the  ancient  French  go- 
vernment ;  but  they  love  the  French,  forget  them  not,  long  after  them, 
hope  for  their  arrival,  will  always  love  them,  and  betray  thefe  feelings 
too  frcqviently  and  in  too  frank  a  manner,  not  to  incur  the  difpleafure 
of  the  Englifli,  who  even  in  Europe  have  not  yet  made  an  equal  pro- 
grefs  with  us  in  difcarding  the  abfurd  prejudices  of  one  people  againll 
another. 

When  Lord  Dorchefter,  at  the  appearance  of  a  war  with  the  United 
States,  tried  laft  year  to  embody  the  militia  in  Canada,  he  met  every- 
where with  remonftrances  againft  this  meafure.  A  great  number  of  Ca- 
nadians refufed  to  enlift  at  all ;  others  declared  openly,  "  that  if  they 
were  to  a<5t  againft  -the  Americans,  they  would  certainly  march  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  but  that  againft  the  French  they  fliould  not 
march,  becaufe  they  would  not  fight  againft  their  brethren."  Thefe  de- 
clarations and  profeffions,  communicated  to  me  by  Englifli  officers,  and 
of  confequence  unqueftionably  true,  were  not  the  effedts  of  Jacobin  in- 
trigues ;  for,  it  is  aflerted,  that  at   that  very  period  the  emiflaries  of  the 

Convention 
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Convention  complained  of  the  charadler  of  the  Canadians  being  averfe 
to  an  infurre<5lion  ;  but  they  are  the  natural  refults  of  their  attachment  to 
France,  which  neither  time,  nor  the  mildnefs  of  the  Englifh  adminiftra- 
tion  has  hitherto  been  able  to  extirpate.     The  notions  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence  are,  from  their  political   fituation,  foreign  to  their  minds. 
They  pay  no  taxes,  live  well,  at  an  eafy  rate,  and  in  plenty ;  within  the 
compafs  of  their  comprehenfion  they   cannot  wifli  for  any  other  good. 
They  are  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  liberty,  that  it  has  coft 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  eftabllfh  juries  in  their  country  ;  they  oppofe  the 
introdu6tion  of  the  trial  by  jiiries,  and  in  civil  caufes  thefe  are  not  yet  in 
ufe.     But  they  love  France  ;  this  beloved  country  engages  ftill  their  af- 
fection,    in  their  efirimation,  a  Frenchman  is  a  being   far  fuperior  to  an 
Engllfhman.  The  French  are  the  firft  nation  on  earth  ;  becaufe,  attacked 
by  all  Europe,  they  have  repulfed  and  defeated  all  Europe,     The  Cana- 
dians confider  themfelves  as  Frenchmen;  they  call  themfelvcs  fo  ;  Franc^ 
is  their  native  land.    Thefe  fentiments  and  feelings  cannot  but  be  highly 
valued  by  a  Frenchman,  who   muft  love  and  refpedl  the  good  people  of 
Canada.     But,  it  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  they  difpleafe  the  Eng- 
lifli,  who  frequently  difplay  their  ill-humour,  efpccially  the  fpirited  and 
impatient  Britifli  officers,  by  defplfmg  and  abufmg  the  Canadians.  "  The 
French,"  fay  they,  "  beat  them,  ftarved  them,  and  put  them  into  irons ; 
they  fhould  therefore  be  treated  by  us  in   the  fame  manner."     Such  are 
the  opinions  on  this  amiable  and  liberal-minded  people,  which  you  hear 
delivered  during  an  Englifh  repafl ;  feveral  times  have  I  heard  them  with 
indignation.     People  of  more  prudence  and  referve,  it  is  true,  do  not  pro- 
fefs  thefe  fentiments  in  the  fame  rafh  and  public  manner  ;  but  they  en- 
tertain them,  and  the  people  of  Canada  know  fiill  well,  that  fuch  are,  in 
regard  to  them,  the  fentiments  of  the  generality  of  Englifhmen. 

Lower  Canada,  which  pays  no  more  taxes  than  Upper  Canada,  has  of 
late  been  obliged  to  raife  a  yearly  contribution  of  five  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  to  meet  the  public  expence  for  the  adminiftration  of  juflice,  le- 
giflature,  and  other  items  in  this  province.  This  contribution  or  impoft 
is  laid  on  wine,  brandy  and  other  articles  of  luxury ;  it  is  raifed  as  an  ex- 
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cife,  and  confequently  is  an  indiredl  tax,  but  little  burthcnfome  from  its 
amount,  as  well  as  from  the  mode  in  which  it  is  raifed  ;  and  yet  it  has 
excited  much  difcontent  and  dlfpleafure  againft  the  reprefentatives,  who 
fandlioned  it  by  their  confent. 

This  is  an  outline  of  the  fentiments,  which  prevail  among  the  people 
of  Canada,  and  which  I  Ihould  have  more  clofely  examined,  had  I  been 
permitted  to  vifit  Lower  Canada.  I  have  been  aflured,  that  Lord  Dor- 
chefter,  in  confequence  of  the  refufal  of  the  Canadians,  to  be  embodied 
in  regiments,  defired  laft  year  to  return  to  England.  Whether  this  be 
the  true  motive  of  his  defire  to  refign,  which  is  a  certain  faft,  I  know 
not.  His  difpleafure  may  alfo,  perhaps,  have  been  excited  by  the 
marked  difapprobation  of  the  Englilh  ininiftry,  refpecRiing  his  addrefs  to. 
the  Indian  nation.  However  this  may  be,  his  refignation  has  not  been 
accepted.  Lord  Dorcheftcr,  from  his  conftant  good  and  kind  demean- 
our to  the  Canadians,  imagined  he  was  beloved  by  that  nation ;  his  ad- 
miniflration  has  throughout  been  marked  with  mildncfs  and  jufhice  ;  he 
has  fupported  the  new  conftitution  ;  he  lores  the  Canadians,  but  his  felt- 
love  as  well  as  patriotifm  and  national  pride  have  been  much  humbled  by 
the  fentiments,  difplayed  laffc  year  by  the  people  of  Canada. 

I  have  already  mentioned  a  converfation,  in  the  courfc  of  \^'hich  fcveral 
officers  delivered  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  for  the  intercft  of 
Great  Britain  to  give  up  Canada.  This  is  the  general  opinion  of  all  Eng- 
lifhmen,  who  refide  in  this  country,  excepting  fuch  as  on  account  of 
their  flations  and  emoluments  hold  a  different  language.  They,  w  ho  Iharc 
in  the  government  and  adminiflration  of  Canada,  the  Englifli  merchants 
and  families,  who  have  long  refided  here,  are  far  from  profcffing  thefc 
principles,  from  a  conviftion,  that  in  the  procefs  of  time  Great  Britain 
will  reap  confiderable  benefits  from  the  pofTcffion  of  Canada.  Thefe  are 
not  the  ideas  which  I  entertain  on  this  liibjed:,  confidcring  either  tlic 
extent  or  the  nature  and  complexion  of  the  Englifli  adminillration  and 
government  in  this  part  of  the  globe.  I  conceive,  that  the  enormous 
expence,  incurred  by  Great  Britain,  is  abfolutely  unneceffary,  and  that 
the  ftate  of  independence,  in  which  fhe  endeavours  to  keep  Canada,  does 
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not  afford  the  greateft  and  moft  permanent  advantage  flie  might  derive 
from  that  country. 

What  would  be  faid  of  a  miniflry,  which  would  attempt  to  convince 
England,  that  the  proceeds  of  her  trade  and  extenfive  navigation  to  Ca- 
nada fall  much  flaort  of  her  yearly  expence  to  maintain  herfelf  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  that  colony,  and  propofe  to  the  British  cabinet,  to  declare  it 
independent,  to  affift  it  with  fubfidies  the  firft  years,  and  immediately  ta 
conclude  with  the  Canadian  government  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce ?  Such  a  miniftry  would  undoubtedly  be  confidered  as  a  fet  of 
rank  Jacobins.  And  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  that  Great  Britain,  while 
on  the  one  hand  fhe  faved  a  confiderable  expenditure,  would  on  the  other 
lofe  none  of  her  com^mercial  advantages,  form  a  permanent  and  extenfive 
connexion  with  Canada ;  and  would  fpare  herfelf  the  humiliation  of 
another  colony  being  difmembered  from  the  Britifh  empire.  But  fuch  a 
refolution  fhould  be  embraced  without  any  fecret  views,  and  hidden  pro- 
jedls,  loyally  and  frankly  ;  fo  that  Canada,  enjoying  all  the  bleffings  of  li- 
berty and  profperity,  might  have  no  jufi:  grounds  for  any  finiflrous  appre- 
henfions.  However  abfurd  this  language  may  appear,  it  is  perhaps  pre- 
cifcly  that,  which  all  European  powers  Ihould,  at  this  time,  hold  to  their 
continental  colonies  ;  nay,  with  fome  modification,  I  think  it  fhould  event 
be  addreffed  to  the  Wefl-Indian  Iflands.  But  away  with  political  fpecu- 
lations  ! 

The  Roman  Catholic  priefts  in  Upper  Canada  arc  of  the  fame  caft  as 
our  former  country  curates  ;  their  whole  ftock  of  knowledge  being  con- 
fined to  reading  and  writing,  they  are  of  courfe  unenlightened  and  fuper* 
ftitious.  The  French  revolution  has  brought  thither  fome  of  a  fuperior 
charadler,  who  are  probably  lefs  indolent  and  more  tolerant  than  the  for- 
mer. I  am  unacquainted  with  them,  but  the  Britifh  officers  are  fo 
aftoniflied  at  feeing  French  priefts  pofteffed  of  fome  fenfe  and  knowledge, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  they  are  very  clever. 

The  only  branch  of  commerce  belonging  to  Canada  is  the  fur  trade  -^  with 
the  whole  extent  and  annual  amount  of  which  I  had  fome  hopes  of  get- 
ting acquainted  during  my  intended  refidence  at  Montreal.     I  know  from 
Governor  Simcoe,  that  it  is  far  more  ihfignificant,  than  is  generally  be- 
lieved. 
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lleved,  and  that  a  confiderable  contraband  trade  in  this  article  is  aUcady 
carried  on  in  the  United  States,  the  chief  agents  of  which  are  Canadian 
merchants.  I  know  alfo,  that  this  contraband  trade,  which  they  encou- 
rage on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  may  hkewife  be  carried  on,  without  their 
affiftance,  with  the  United  States,  on  Lake  Erie,  as  well  as  on  feveral 
points  of  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario  ;  and  that  the  furrender  of  this  fort 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  fubfequent  American  fettlements  on  the 
frontiers,  will  render  it  altogether  impoffible,  to  prevent  this  contraband 
trade.  Befides,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Canadian  merchants,  who  fend 
the  peltry  to  England,  are  the  abfolute  mafters  of  this  trade  in  this  coun- 
try, and  that  a  monopoly,  which  raifcs  the  price  of  commodities  to  an  ex- 
orbitant height,  is  the  moft  powerful  incitement  to  frnuggling. 

All  the  fliips,  in  which  the  trade  between  Canada  and  Europe  is  car- 
ried on,  are  Englifli  bottoms  ;  none  of  them  belong  to  merchants  of  the 
country.  Thefe  poflefs  but  a  few  veffels,  which  are  built  at  Quebec,  and 
employed  in  the  inland  trade.  In  no  parts  of  Britlfh  America  are  any 
fliips  built,  but  fuch  as  navigate  the  lakes  :  even  at  Halifax,  fhips  are  not 
built,  but  merely  caulked  and  refitted.  No  fliips  but  Englifli  bottoms 
are  fuffered  to  fail  from  Canada  for  Europe ;  whence  it  is,  that,  if  this 
navigation  be  intercepted  or  protracted,  the  utmoft  fcarcity  of  European 
provifion  prevails  in  that  country.  This  year,  for  inilance,  all  the  ma- 
gazines and  warehoufcs  in  Canada  were  empty,  on  account  of  the  fliips, 
which  generally  arrive  about  the  15th  of  May,  not  having  yet  come  in 
on  the  20th  of  July.  Since  the  ill  of  July,  not  a  bottle  of  wine,  or 
a  yard  of  cloth,  could  be  procured  for  money,  either  at  Quebec  or 
Montreal.  The  officers,  who  came  from  thefe  towns,  and  had  not  been 
able  to  fupply  their  wants,  complained  of  the  abfolute  impoffibility  of 
procuring  any  necelfary  article  in  Canada ;  and,  1  underlland,  the 
difcontent,  which  prevails  on  this  fubjeft,  is  not  confined  to  the  mili- 
tary. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  Canadians  are  indifferent  hufband- 
men,  that  agriculture  is  Impcrfedly  undcrftood  In  this  colony,  and  that, 
in  this  refpeft,  the  Englifli  have  not  tranfplantcd  hither  cither  their  own 
agricultural  improvements,  or  any  branch  of  European  Ikill.     The  land 
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IS  good,  upon  the  whole ;  the  befl,  which  is  in  the  ifland  of  Montreal,  is 
worth  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  dollars  an  acre.  From  this  circum- 
ftance,  which  is  certain,  the  wealth  of  the  country  may  be  partly  efti- 
mated. 

The  fevere  frofl,  which  in  winter  generally  prevails  in  Quebec,  caufes 
the  mortar  to  crack,  and  every  year  occafions  expeniive  repairs  at  the  ci- 
tadel, which  never  laft  long.  The  other  ffcrong  places  in  Britifh  Ame- 
rica are  conftrudled  of  wood,  which  is  never  feafoned,  but  ufed  as  foon 
as  felled,  and  confequently  decays  very  foon.  In  the  whole  fort  of  Of- 
wego,  which  was  built  about  eleven  years  ago,  there  is  not  one  found 
piece  of  timber  to  be  found  ;  and  for  the'fame  reafon  the  citadel  of  Ha- 
lifax, which  was  conftru6led  only  feven  years  ago,  is  now  rebuilding  from 
the  ground.  This  is  all  the  information,  which  I  have  been  able  to  col- 
le6l,  and  which,  however  imperfeft  it  be,  may  yet  ferve  as  a  guide  to 
other  travellers  in  their  purfuits  of  ufeful  know^ledge. 

The  northern  borders  of  the  bafon,  which  holds  the  waters  of  the  Ni- 
agara, jufl  above  the  falls,  confift  of  a  fat  and  ftrong  reddifh  earth,  lying 
on  a  ground  of  lime-ftone. 

The  rocks,  between  which  the  fi:upendous  catara6l  of  Niagara  ruflies 
down,  are  alfo  lime-ftone,  as  are  numerous  fragments  of  rocks,  which  ap- 
pear within  the  chafm,  and  have  undoubtedly  been  fwept  away  by  the 
tremendous  torrent.  At  the  bottom  of  the  bafon  you  fee  alfo  large 
mafles  of  white  ftone,  of  a  fine  grain,  which  the  inhabitants  affert  to  be 
the  petrified  foam  of  the  fall,  but  which,  in  fa6l,  appears  to  confift  of 
vitriolated  lime.  It  does  not  efFervefce  with  acids.  I  have  tried  no  other 
experiments. 

The  ground  between  the  falls  and  Queen's  Town  is  a  level  tra(5l,  fbme 
hundred  feet  elevated  above  the  plain,  which  joins  Lake  Ontario,  and  in 
which  the  town  of  Newark,  and  the  fort  of  Niagara  are  fituated. 

This  whole  tracH;  feems  to  confifl:  of  lime  and  free  ftone,  which  contain 
petrifaftions  of  fea  animals. 

Over  the  plain  near  Newark  are  fcattered  large  maffes  of  a  reddifh  gra- 
nite,  which  lie  infulated  on  the  lime-ftone,  like  the  large  blocks  of  gra- . 

nite. 
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nite,  whicli  you  fee  on  Mount  Saleve,  near  Geneva  ;  fo  that  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  account  for  their  origin. 

In  the  environs  of  Toranto,  or  York,  the  foil  is  in  fome  places  fandy,  in 
others  light  clay  ;  no  rocks  are  here  to  be  found. 

In  Kingfton,  or  Kadaraque,  on  the  north-eafterly  extremity  of  Lake 
Ontario,  you  find  again  the  argillaceous,  fine  grained  lime-fi:one,  of  a  dark 
grey  colour.  Here,  as  nearly  all  along  the  borders  of  the  lake,  arc  found 
different  forts  of  flints,  fchift,  quartz,  and  granite. 

You  alfo  find  at  Kingfton,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fliore,  a  large 
black  conglomeration,  which  has  the  appearance  of  bafalt,  and  great  q\ian- 
fities  of  free-ftone,  with  petrifatlions  of  fea  animals. 

The  trees  and  plants,  I  have  met  witli  in  Upper  Canada,  are  nearly 
the  fame,  which  I  obfervcd  in  the  northern  diftri<5l  of  Genelfee.  Yet  I 
found  the  buck-eye,  called  by  the  Canadians  bois  ch'icot,  the  five -leaved 
ivy,  which  I  have  feen  branched  thirty  feet  high  around  an  oak  tree,  the 
red  cedar,  the  fmall  Canadian  cheny  (ragou  ininier),  and  black  or  fweet 
birch.  I  have  feen  neither  a  papaw,  nor  a  cucumber  tree.  The  gin- 
feng  root,  which  is  pretty  common  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
aljounds  in  Canada,  but  forms  here  not  fo  confiderablc  an  article  of  trade, 
as  in  the  former  country.  The  Canadians  ufe  an  infufion  of  this  root  as 
a  cure  for  pains  in  the  ftomach,  efpecially  if  they  proceed  from  debility ; 
for  colds,  and,  in  flaort,  in  all  cafes  where  perfpiration  may  be  required. 
They  alfo  make  ufe  of  the  leaves  of  maiden  hair*,  which  is  found  in 
great  abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  Kingfton,  inftead  of  tea. 

Mr.  Guillemard  having  communicated  to  me  the  journal  of  his  tour 
to  Lower  Canada,  I  fhall  cxtraft  from  it  fuch  particulars,  as  appear  moft 
proper  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  information,  which  I  have  myfelf 
been  able  to  collect.  This  journal  confirms,  upon  the  whole,  the  general 
-obfervations,  which  I  have  made  on  that  country.  Although  the  intelli- 
gence, gathered  by  Mr.  Guillemard,  be  not  altogether  as  minute  as  I  could 

•  Adianthum  capiUus  veneris,  Linn,  a  plant,  from  vvhicli  the  once  celebrated  "  fyrop  tie 
"  capilhiirc"  took  its  name,  vvliich  P.  Forniius,  a  phyfician  of  M()nt[)cllier,  recommended 
z.i  an  univerfal  medicine,  in  iiis  Ircalife  "  De  Adianlho,"  publiflicd  163k — Tronfi. 

have 
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have  wlflied,  yet  from  the  corredlnefs  of  his  judgment,  and  his  charadcr 
for  veracity,  the  truth  of  his  remarks  cannot  be  queliioned. 

The  paffage  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec  is  made,  as  far  as  China,  in  Ca- 
nadian veffels  of  about  ten  or  fifteen  tons  burthen.  The  navigation  from 
China  to  Montreal  being  intercepted  by  the  falls  of  St.  Loiiis,  this  part 
niuil  be  travelled  by  land.  Ships  of  any  burthen  may  fail  from  Mon- 
treal to  Quebec. 

The  rapids  are  of  -^-arlous  defcrlptions.  They  are  either  whirlpools, 
occalioned  by  rocks,  againft  which  the  water  ftrikes  in  its  courfe,  or 
ftrong  declinations  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  rapid  motion  of  which 
is  checked  by  few  or  na  obftruiftions.  Carried  by  rapids  of  this  nature, 
ihips  may  advance  fixteen  miles  in  an  hour.  Thofe  of  the  former  de- 
fcription  are  the  moll;  dangerous,  though  misfortunes  but  feldom  occur. 
They  are  moft  frequent  on  the  cedar  paflage. 

From  Montreal  to  Quebec  the  river  flows  with  great  velocity,  but 
without  any  rapids.  In  Lake  St.  Peter  *  fliips  muft  keep  within  a  na- 
tural canal,  from  twenty  to  fifteen  feet  in  depth  ;  in  other  places  the  lake 
is  only  from  four  to  fix  feet  deep.  It  is  under  contemplation  to  make  a 
canal  from  China  to  Montreal,  by  which  the  interruption  of  the  water 
conveyance  from  China  to  Montreal  will  be  removed. 

There  are  few  or  no  fettlements  between  Kingfton  and  St.  John's,  the 
chief  place  of  the  lower  diftricil  of  Upper  Canada,  about  midway  between 
Kingilon  and  Montreal. f  Between  this  place  and  Montreal  they  are 
rather  more  numerous,  yet  ftill  few  in  number. 

The  right  banks,  belonging  to  England,  arc  more  thinly  inhabited  than 
the  left.  The  few  habitations  you  here  meet  with  lie,  alm^ofl:  all  of 
t.hem,  contig-uous  to  the  river.  Between  Montreal  and  Quebec  they  ftand 
more  clofely  together.     Even  the  inland  parts  are  inhabited  within  three 

*  This  lake  is  a  part  of  St.  Lawrence  river.  Its  centre  is  fixty  eight  miles  above 
Quebec,  and  two  hundred  and  five  north-eaft  of  Kingfton,  at  the  mouth  of  Lake  Ontario. 
Tratijlator. 

t  St.  John's  belongs  not  to  the  lower  diftrjft  of  tJpper  Canada,  but  to  Lower  Canada. 
By  an  ordinance  of  thcTth  of  July,  1796,  it  has  been  eftablilhed  as  the  fo!e  port  of  entry 
and  clearance  for  alt  goods  imported  from  the  interior  of  the  L'nitcd  States  into  Canada. 
Trayijlator. 

Si'  or 
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or  four  miles  of  the  fliore  ;  and  fo  are  almoft  all  the  borders  of  the  rivers 
and  brooks  which  fall  into  the  ftream.  To  judge  from  the  habitations 
and  the  mode  of  cultivation,  thefe  fettlements  are  the  worft  of  any  yoi; 
meet  with  in  the  United  States  ;  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  the  plan- 
tations do  not  extend  to  fo  great  a  diftance  into  the  interior  of  the 
country. 

The  foil  is  generally  good,  efpeclally  in  the  iflands.  It  bears  a  variety 
of  fine  trees  and  excellent  grafs.  The  land  in  the  ifland  of  Montreal  is 
efteemed  the  beft  ;  while  in  other  inhabited  parts  the  price  of  the  land  is 
at  moft  five  dollars  per  acre,  it  cofts  in  the  ifland  of  Montreal  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five.  There  are  eftates  in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  either  fome- 
what  better  cultivated  than  the  reft,  or  furniflied  with  a  good  dvvelling- 
houfe  and  out-buildings,  the  lands  belonging  to  which  bear  a  ftill  higher 
price.  Upon  the  whole  there  is  but  little  land  fold,  either  from  the 
poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  or  the  difficulties  attending  a  falc,  for  reafons 
which  I  fliall  detail  in  another  place. 

Agriculture  is  as  bad  in  Lower  Canada  as  it  poffibly  can  be.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Quebec  and  Montreal  no  manure  is  knovai  but  ftable  dung, 
and  even  this  the  farmers  ufcd  not  long  ago  to  throw  into  the  river. 
What  is  here  called  cultivated  land  is,  even  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  ground  merely  cleared  in  trad;s  of  about  forty 
or  fifty  acres,  and  enclofcd  with  rough  fences.  In  the  midft  of  thefc 
trails  are  fmall  plots  of  cultivated  ground  fown  with  wheat,  Indian  corn, 
rye,  peafe,  and  clover ;  they  very  feldom  take  up  the  Avhole  fpace  en- 
clofed.  The  farmers  are  a  frugal  fet  of  people,  but  ignorant  and  lazy. 
In  order  to  fucceed  in  enlarging  and  improving  agriculture  in  this  pro- 
vince, the  Englifli  government  mufi:  proceed  with  great  prudence  and 
perfcverancc.  For,  in  addition  to  the  unhappy  prejudices,  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada  entertain  in  common  with  the  farmers  of  all  other 
countries,  they  alfo  fofter  a  ftrong  miftruft  againft  every  thing  which  they 
receive  from  the  Englifh  ;  and  this  miftruft  is  grounded  on  the  idea,  that 
the  Englifli  are  their  conquerors,  and  the  French  their  brethren. 

There 
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There  are  fome  exceptions  from  this  bad  agricultural  iyflem,  but  they 
are  few.  The  beil  cultivators  are  always  landholders  arrived  from  Eng- 
land. Mr.  Touzy,  an  Englifli  clergyman  in  Quebec,  who  arrived  very 
lately  from  Suffolk  in  England,  is  now  occupied  in  clearing  and  cultivat- 
ing in  the  Englllh  manner  from  feven  to  eight  thoufand  acres,  which  he 
holds  from  government,  or  at  leafl  a  part  of  this  grant.  Should  he  be 
gifted  with  fufficient  perfeverance  to  fucceed,  he  cannot  fail  to  become 
extremely  ufeful  to  this  part  of  the  globe.  In  the  mean  while,  it  is  a 
matter  of  general  aftonifhment  in  Quebec,  that  he  Ihould  form  any  fuch 
ellablifliments  at  fo  great  a  dirtance  from  the  town,  and  yet  this  diftance 
exceeds  not  fifteen  miles. 

On  the  road  from  Montreal  to  Qvxebec  the  dwelling-houfes  are  fbme  of 
them  built  with  fmall  ftones,  and  others  with  wood  plaftered  over  with 
lime,  which  abounds  in  the  country  ;  the  infide  of  fuch  of  thefe  build- 
ings, as  are  Inhabited  by  Canadians,  is  miferable  and  filthy.  In  mofl;  of 
them,  which  fland  along  the  road,  and  where  of  confequence  the  death 
of  the  King  of  France  is  known,  you  find  his  portrait,  the  print  which 
reprefents  him  taking  leave  of  his  family,  his  execution,  and  his  lafl 
will.  All  thefe  prints  are  fomething  venerable  to  the  Canadians,  without 
impairing  their  attachment  to  the  French. 

Montreal  and  Quebec  referable  two  provincial  towns  in  France ;  the 
former  Hands  in  a  pleafant  and  delightful  fituatlon  ;  the  latter  is  feated 
half  on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  half  on  the  adjoining  rock.  The  lower 
part  of  the  town  is  inhabited  by  the  merchants  and  trade's-people,  and 
the  upper  part  by  the  military.  From  its  pofltion,  encircled  as  it  is  with 
mountains,  and  from  the  works  conflrudled  to  cncreafe  its  adlual  flrength, 
Quebec  belongs  to  the  f'ortrefl'es  of  the  fecond  or  third  rank. 

The  military,  it  feems,  enjoy  in  this  city,  on  account  of  the  prefence 
of  the  Governor-general,  and  of  the  great  number  of  officers  and  other 
perfons  attached  to  the  army,  the  fame  dlflinftion  in  fociety,  which  the. 
merchants  poifefs  at  Montreal. 

The  Canadian  gentry,  who  refide  in  towns,  are  much  poorer  than  the 
Englifh,   invited    hither  either   by  confiderable   pay,  attached  to  their 
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places,  or  fome  other  valuable  income.  They  live  in  general  by  themfclvcs  ; 
and  as  they  fpend  lets  than  the  Englifli,  the  latter  are  apt  to  call  them 
t^varicious  and  proud  ;  and  the  former  fail  not  to  return  the  compliment 
in  a  different  manner.     The  Englifia  merchants  are  rich  and  hofpitablc. 

In  point  of  furniture,  meals,  &c.  the  Englilli  fafliions  and  manners 
prevail,  even  in  fome  of  the  moll:  opulent  Canadian  families  connecflcd 
•with  adminiftration.  In  other  Canadian  families  of  diftindion  the  French 
cufloms  have  been  preferved. 

The  export  and  import  trade  of  Canada  employs  about  thirty  vcflcls, 
and  is  merely  carried  on  with  and  through  England.  From  an  extraft 
of  the  cuftom-houfe  books  for  1/80,  procured  by  Mr.  Guillcmard,  the 
exports  in  that  year  appear  to  have  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixtecn  pounds,  Halifax  currency, 
and  the  imports  to  two  hundred  and  forty-three  tlioufand  two  hundred 
and  fixty-two.  Since  that  year  not  only  large  quantities  of  corn  have 
been  exported,  but  the  trade  has,  upon  the  whole,  been  confidcrably  cn- 
creafed  by  the  great  agricultural  improvements  made  in  both  pro^  inces, 
but  efpecially  in  Upper  Canada. 

llie  whole  amount  of  a  common  harveft  in  Lower  Canada  is  efi:imatcd 
at  four  thoufand  bufhels,  three  fourths  of  which  are  confumed  in  the 
country.     The  principal  depot  of  the  peltry-trade  is  in  Montreal. 

I  fhall  at  the  end  of  this  article  fubjoin  fome  fatisfadory  information 
refpefting  this  trade,  extraded  from  a  journal,  the  veracity  of  which  is 
unqueftionable. 

The  navigation  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence  is  fhut  up  by  frofl  fe\-cn 
months  of  the  year. 

An  iron-work  on  the  Troh  Rivieres,  and  a  dillillery  near  Quebec,  arc 
the  only  manufa<ftories  in  Canada,  and  both  in  a  very  low  Itatc.  The 
iwjn-work  cannot  even  fupply  Lower  Canada  with  the  neceffary  articles  ; 
it  beloncs  to  merchants-of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  who  make  no  ufc  of 
the  machinery  employed  in  England  in  manufac^lories  of  that  dcfcription-. 
The  iron-ore  is  found  in  the  neighbouring  rivers,  and  alio  in  grains  on 
the  furface  of  the   loil.     It  is  very  rich,  and  known  by  the  name  of 

St. 
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St.  Maurice  ore.  The  work  employs  about  twenty  workmen,  all  of  them 
Canadians ;  they  forge  the  iron  into  bars,  manufacture  tools  for  artifans, 
utcnfils,  pots,  &c.  and  cam  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  a  day,  but  are  not 
boarded  by  the  owners  of  the  work. 

In  the  diftillery  whifky  and  geneva  are  diftilled,  but  very  little  of  either. 
The  number  of  workmen  is  very  fmall ;  their  daily  wages  confift  in  two 
lliillings  in  money  and  board.  The  Canadians,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the 
back  country  in  the  United  States,  manufacture  themfelves  all  the  clothes 
they  want  for  their  families. 

The  Roman  Catholic  religion  form.s  the  eftablifhed  church  in  Lower 
Canada  ;  the  miniftcrs  are  fupported  by  tythes  and  gifts,  and  out  of  the 
eilates  acquired  by  the  clergy.  All  the  churches  in  the  country  belong 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  perfualion,  and  are  tolerably  well  frequented  by 
the  people.  The  clergy  of  the  Epifcopal  church  are  paid  by  the  king  ; 
as  well  as  the  Proteftant  billaop,  who  is  at  the  fame  time  bifhop  of 
Upper  Canada.  Divine  fervice  is  performed  by  Proteftants,  in  Roman 
Catholic  churches  or  chapels,  at  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Trols  Rivieres-. 
In  the  country  there  is  no  religious  worlhlp  but  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli2;ion, 

A  convent  of  UrfeVmes  in  Quebec,  and  another  in  Montreal,  and  a  lociety 
of  Charitable  Sifters,  who  attend  the  hofpitals  and  lazarettoes,  are  the 
only  nunneries  of  Lower  Canada.  The  revenue  of  the  hofpitals  confifted 
in  part  of  annuities,  paid  by  the  city  of  Paris,  the  payment  of  which  w^as 
flopped  in  purfuance  of  a  decree  of  the  French  National  Affcmbly ;  and 
this  deficiency  has  not  hitherto  been  made  up  in  any  other  manner.  Two 
Francifcans  only,  and  one  Jefviit,  are  remaining  of  the  numerous  con- 
vents of  thefe  orders  which  fubfifted  here  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  of 
Canada.  One  of  thefe  Francifcans,  it  is  aflerted,  has,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  taken  the  vow  lince  that  time^  and  the  Jefuit  is  rather  a  prieft, 
■who  ftyles  himfelf  a  Jefuit,  than  really  a  member  of  that  religious  com- 
munity. By  virtue  of  a  grant  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  all  the  eftates  in 
Canada^  which  belong  to  the  Jefuits,.  go  to  Lord  Amherft  at  the  deceafe 

of 
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of  the  laft  member  of  that  community  in  the  province  ;  and  rumour 
fays,  that  the  proceeds  of  thefe  eftates,  enjoyed  by  t\ic  foi-difant  monk, 
which  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  a  year,  are  the  true  caufe  of  the  en- 
mity which  fubfifts  between  Lord  Amherft  and  Lord  Dorchetler. 

The  feminary  in  Quebec  is  kept  by  a  fort  of  congregation  or  frater- 
nity, known  by  the  name  of  the  Priefls  of  St.  Sulpice,  who,  prior  to  tlie 
conqueft,  poffeflcd  three  fuch  houfes,  namely,  one  in  Siam,  one  in  Ponr. 
dicherry,  and  one  in  Quebec.  Since  that  time  the  feminary  fupports  it- 
felf  by  its  own  means.  The  eftates  which  it  polTefles  are  confiderable,  at 
leall  in  point  of  extent,  and  contain  from  fifty  to  fixty  thoufand  acres  ; 
yet,  as  the  feminary  poffefles  not  the  right  to  difpofe  either  of  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  them,  and  confequently  cannot  gain  any  advantage  from 
thefe  eftates  but  by  farming  them  out  to  tenants,  who  pay  no  more  than 
about  a  bufliel  and  a  half  of  corn  for  every  ninety  or  a  hundred  culti\  ated 
acres,  the  proceeds  exceed  not  in  the  whole  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  The  mill,  which  the  feminary  pofTcfles  in  the  lUand  of  Mon- 
treal, is  let  for  fomcwhat  more. 

Befides  the  ledlures  on  theology,  which  are  delivered  in  the  feminary, 
Latin  is  alfo  taught,  and  the  fcholars  are  even  infhrudlcd  in  reading.  This 
bufmefs  is  confided  to  young  clergymen,  who  purfue  their  fludies  to  ob- 
tain the  order  of  priellhood,  and  are  excufcd  from  certain  exercifes, 
without  v/hich  they  would  not  be  qualified  to  take  orders,  on  account 
of  their  being  engaged  in  the  inllruftlon  of  youth.  This  feminary  forms 
the  only  refource  for  Canadian  families,  who  wifli  to  give  their  children 
any  degree  of  education,  and  who  may  certainly  obtain  it  there  for  ready 
money. 

Upon  the  whole  the  work  of  education  in  Lower  Canada  is  greatly 
neglefted.  At  Sorrel,  and  Tro'is  Rivieres,  are  a  few  fchools.  kept  by 
nuns,  and  in  other  places  men  or  women  inflrucft  children.  But  the 
number  of  fchools  is,  upon  the  whole,  fo  very  fmall,  and  the  mode  of  in- 
flruftion  fo  defective,  that  a  Canadian  who  can  read  is  a  fort  of  pheno- 
menon.    From  the  major  part  of  thefe  fchools  being  governed  by  nuns 

and 
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and  other  women,  the  number  of  the  latter,  who  can  read,  is,  contrary 
to  the  cuftom  of  other  countries,  much  greater  in  Canada  than  that  of 
men. 

The  Enghfh  government  is  charged  with  defignedly  keeping  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  in  ignorance ;  but  were  it  fmcerely  defirous  of  producing 
an  advantageous  change  in  this  refpedl,  it  would  have  as  great  obilacles 
to  furmount  on  this  head  as  in  regard  to  agricultural  improvements. 

The  feudal  rights  continue  in  the  fame  force  in  Canada  as  previoufly 
to  the  conqueft.  The  proprietors,  or  lords  of  the  manor,  have  alien- 
ated or  alienate  the  lands  on  condition  of  an  annual  recognition  being 
paid  by  the  tenants,  which  amounts  to  a  bulhel  or  a  bufliel  and  half  of 
grain. 

At  every  change,  in  refpeft  to  the  occupiers  of  land,  except  in.  a  cafe 
ot  a  fucceffion  in  dired:  lineage,  the  lord  of  the  manor  levies  a  fee  of 
two  per  cent ;  and,  in  cafe  of  fale,  he  not  only  receives  a  twelfth  of  the 
purchafe-money,  but  has  alfo  the  right  of  redeeming  the  eftate ;  he 
moreover  enjoys  the  exclufive  right  of  building  mills,,  where  all  the  peo- 
ple, who  inhabit  within  the  precincts  of  the  manor,  are  obliged  to  have 
their  corn  ground. 

The  mills  are  fo  few  in  number,  that  frequently  they  are  thirty-fix 
miles  diflant  from  the  farms.  The  miller's  dues  amount  to  a  fourteenth, 
according  to  law  ;  but  the  millers  are  as  clever  in  Lower  Canada  as  elfc:- 
where,  and  contrive  to  raife  them  to  a  tenth.  The  bolting  is  performed 
by  the  farmers  in  their  own  houfes.  The  mills  are  numerous  in  the  vici- 
nity of  duebec  and  Montreal,  and  belong  to  the  feminary. 

On  lordfliips  of  the  manor  being  fold,  a  fifth  of  the'  purchafe-money 
goes  to  the  crown  ;  all  thefe  fees  and  charges,  it  will  be  eafily  conceived, 
greatly  impede  the  fale  of  eflates. 

The  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  exactly  the  fame  as  in  Upper  Canada. 
In  this  refpedl  Lower  Canada  is  divided  into  three  diflridls.  The  penal 
and  commercial  laws  are  the  fame  as  in  England  ;  but  the  civil  law  con- 
fifts  of  the  ciilloms  of  Paris,  modified  by  the  conftitutional  adl  of  Canada, 
and  by  fubfequent  ads  of  the  legiflative  power.     Nineteen  twentieths  of 

all 
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all  property,  amenable  before  the  courts  of  juftice,  belong  to  merchant:^. 
Criminal  offences  are  very  feldom  committed  in  Canada. 

The  five  thoufand  pounds,  vrhich  laft  year  were  voted  for  the  cxpence 
of  the  leglflature,  &c.  arc  raifed  by  means  of  an  excifc  on  liqviors. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Canada  is  rather  dry,  and  very  cold  in  winter  ; 
the  Iky  is,  at  all  times,  beautifully  clear  and  fercne.  In  the  months  ol 
January  andFebruary  Reaumur's  thermometer  ftands  generally  at  twenty 
degrees  below  the  freezing  point.  In  l/QO  it  fell  quite  below  the  fcale. 
and  the  quickfilver  retreated  into  the  ball.  In  fummcr  fome  days 
arc  exccffivcly  hot,  and  thq  thermometer  flands  at  twenty-four  degrees  ; 
•this  year  it  mounted  to  twenty-eight.  The  heat  in  fummer,  it  has  been 
obferved,  becomes  more  intenfe  and  continues  longer,  and  n\  winter  the 
cold  gKn\s  more  moderate  than  formerly.  The  climate  is  healthy  ; 
epidemical  difeafes  are  \cry  rare  ;  but,  on  account  of  the  fc-\cre  cold, 
cancerous  fores  in  the  face  and  hands  are  very  frequent.  The  declination 
of  the  magnetic  needle  at  Quebec  is  twelve  degrees  to  the  weft. 

There  exifts  no  incorporated  municipality  either  at  Montreal  or  Que- 
bec. The  police  of  thcfc  towns  is  managed  by  juilices  of  the  peace, 
who  fix  the  price  of  provifion,  and  direct  every  public  meafure  relative  to 
this  fubjedi.  They  alfo  meet  once  a  week  for  the  adminillration  of 
juftice,  and  decide  on  petty  offences. 

As  to  charitable  inftitutions,  they  confiil:  in  two  hofpitals,  one  at 
Montreal,  the  other  at  Quebec,  and  a  lazaretto  at  the  latter  place.  The>- 
are  inconfidcrable  and  badly  managed,  efpecially  in  regard  to  the  abilities 
of  the  phyficians  vs  ho  attend  the  fick. 

Throughout  all  Canada  there  is  no  public  library,  except  in  Q\icbcc, 
and  this  is  fmall  and  confiffs  moffly  of  French  books.  From  the  political 
fentimcnts  of  the  truftees  and  direftors  of  this  library,  it  is  a  matter  of 
aftonifliment,  to  find  here  the  works  of  the  French  National  Affemblv. 
It  is  fvipportcd  by  voluntary  contribution. 

No  hterarv  focict^'  exifts  in  Canada,  and  not  three  men  are  known  in 
the  whole  country  to  be  engaged  in  Itientific  purfuits  from  lo\c  of  tlic 
fciences.     Excepting  the  Quebec  almanack,  not  a  fingle  book  is  printed 
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in  Canada.  Meteorological  obfervations  are  made  with  peculiar  care, 
but  only  for  his  own  amufement,  by  Dodlor  Knott,  phyfician  to  the 
army,  and  a  man  of  extenfive  knowledge. 

Provifion  is  much  cheaper  in  Lower  Canada  than  in  the  United 
States  ;  the  price  of  beef  is  three  or  four  fous  a  pound,  mutton  fix,  veal 
five,  and  fait  pork  from  eight  to  twelve  fous.  A  turkey  cofts  from  eigh- 
teen pence  to  two  fhillings,  a  fowl  from  fix  to  tx^tfous,  wheat  from  fix 
to  feven  fliillings  a  bulhel,  oats  three,  Indian  corn  from  five  to  feven, 
fait  one  dollar  a  bufhel,  bread  two  fous  a  pound,  and  butter  eight 
fous  [money  of  Canada,  reckoning  the  dollar  at  five  fhillings.]  Day* 
labourers  generally  earn  in  fummer  two  fliillings  and  fix-pence  a  day, 
women  half  that  money  ;  in  winter  the  wages  of  the  former  are  one 
fliilling  and  three-pence  a  day,  and  the  latter  are  paid  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion as  above.  A  man-fervant  gets  about  five  dollars  a  month.  The 
rent  for  a  good  convenient  houfe  amounts  in  Quebec  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars,  and  in  Montreal  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The 
price  of  land  has  already  been  flated. 

The  markets,  both  at  Montreal  and  Quebec,  are  but  moderately  fup- 
plled  in  comparifon  with  the  abundance  in  the  markets  of  the  large  towns 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Guillemard  in  his  journal  affigns  to  the  Canadians  the  fame  cha- 
rafter,  which  I  have  above  delineated.  The  firft  clafs,  compofed  of  pro- 
prietors, and  people  attached  to  the  Britifh  gov^crnment,  deteft  the 
French  Revolution  in  every  point  of  view,  and  feem  in  this  refpedl  even 
to  outdo  the  Englifli  miniftry.  The  fecond  clafs  of  Canadians,  who 
form  a  fort  of  oppofition  againft  the  proprietors  and  gentry,  applaud  the 
principles  of  the  French  Revolution,  but  abhor  the  crimes  which  it  has 
occafioned,  without  their  attachment  to  France  being  in  the  Icall  im- 
paired by  thefe  atrocities.  The  third,  or  laft,  clafs  love  France  and  the 
French  nation,  without  a  thought  of  the  French  Revolution,  of  w  hich 
they  fcarcely  know  any  thing  at  all. 

Lord  Dorcherter  bears  the  charadcr  of  a  worthy  man,  pofleffcd  of  all 
the  vanity  of  a  darling  of  fortune.     His  Lady,  who  is  much  younger  than 

T  t  'her 
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her  hafband,  and  determined  not  to  facrlfice  any  of  the  enjoyments 
■which  pride  can  afford,  takes  pccuhar  care  to  keep  aUvc  the  vanity  of 
her  Lord.  **************** 
********************* 
******************** 

The  fettlements  form,  as  already  mentioned,  a  large  flripe  of  about 
feven  or  eight  miles  in  breadth  on  both  banks  of  the  river.  The  v^hole 
unfettlcd  country  appertains  to  the  Crow^n,  v^hich  is  e\cr  ready  to  make 
any  grants  that  may  be  demanded  ;  but  the  formalities,  and  referva- 
tions  connefted  with  them,  deter  many  people  from  making  applications 
for  land.     All  the  nevs^  fettlers  come  from  New  England. 

On  both  fides  of  the  road  which  leads  from  St.  John's  to  Quebec, 
near  Lake  St.  Peter,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  are  fome  Indian  villages.  One  of  them  is  Lorctto,  five  miles 
from  the  latter  place.  The  Indians  of  Loretto  have  attained,  it  is  afferted, 
the  lafh  ftage  of  civihzation,  at  leaft  in  point  of  the  corruptnefs  of  morals 
and  manners.   No  other  Indian  village  can,  in  this  refpeft,  rival  Loretto*. 

Thefe  Indians,  who  on  working-days  drefs  like  the  Canadians,  wear 
on  feafts  and  fundays  their  ufual  drefs.  They  cultivate  their  fields  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  whites,  live  like  them,  and  fpeak  the  fame  language  ; 
they  are  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion,  and  a  curate  rcfidcs  in  the 

village. 

The  fettlements;  which  carry  a  more  Indian  appearance  than  this  vil- 
lage, are  farther  diflaut,  and  not  numerous.  On  dcfcending  the  Ri^-er  St. 
Lawrence,  you  meet  with  a  more  flaty  foil,  and  in  the  vicinity  ofThoufand 
Iflands  with  a  range  of  rocks  of  granite.  Thefe  illes  apparently  confift  of 
granite  of  a  rcddifh  colour,  well  cryflallizcd,  and  the  chief  component  part 
of  which  is  fcldtfpar.  In  Kadanoghqui,  between  Kingflon  and  Thoufand 
Iflands,  a  fpccies  of  fteatite  is  found,  confiderable  veins  of  which  are  faid 

.*  LoicUo,   a  fmall  village  of  Chiiflian   Indians  of  the   Huron  Tribe,   north-weft   of 

Quebec,  has  its  name  from  a  chapel  built  after  the  model  of  the  Santa  Cafa  at  Lovctto 

in  Italy,   whence   an  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin   has  been  fcnt  to  the  converts  here,  rc- 

fcmbling  that  in  the  famous  Italian  fanftuary. — Travjl. 

to 
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to  be  difcovered  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  reddifli  granite  of  Thoufand 
Iflands  is  interfperfed  with  more  perfe6l  granite  of  a  larger  grain,  which  is 
very  common  in  countries  confifting  of  this  fort  of  ilone,  fuch  as  the 
Alps,  the  Scotch  Highlands,  and  others  of  lefs  moment,  but  of  the  fame 
defcription. 

The  rapidity,  with  which  Mr.  Guillemard  defcended  the  Ptiver  St. 
Lawrence,  prevented  him  from  examining  the  fpecies  of  ftone  of  which 
its  banks  are  formed.  Bvxt  at  Montreal  he  had  fufficient  leifure  to  en- 
quire into  the  mineralogy  of  the  country.  '  It  confifts,  north  of  the 
River  St.  Lawreijce,  chiefly  of  lime-ftone  ;  in  the  fouth,  where  the  lit- 
tle populous  village  Lya  Prairie  is  fituated,  you  find,  befides  a  fort  of 
chert,  nothing  very  remarkable  on  this  head. 

The  Ifland  St.  Helena,  a  little  below  Montreal,  confifts  of  this  ftone. 
On  the  banks  of  the  river  large  maffes  of  granite,  quartz,  and  pud- 
ding-ftone,  are  found,  which  feem  disjoined  from  the  beds  to  which 
they  formerly  belonged,  and  which  cannot  now  be  difcovered.  The 
foil  on  the  mountains  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  full  of  quarries  of  lime- 
ftone.  Mines  of  pit-coal  are  faid  to  have  been  difcovered  in  thefe 
mountains. 

The  houfes  in  Montreal  are  moftly  built  of  lime-ftone  of  a  dark  colour 
and  very  compact  ftrud:are.  It  whitens  in  the  fire,  and  afliames  a  greyifti 
colour,  when  expofed  to  the  air  and  fun. 

The  river  Sorrel,  after  having  left  the  bafon  by  Chamblee,  flows  along 
the  foot  of  a  broad  and  hifrh  ransre  of  mountains,  called  Belocil.  Between 
this  river  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  expands  a  vaft  plain,  on  which  nei- 
ther a  rock  nor  ftone  is  to  be  found.  On  digging  up  the  ground  you  find 
to  a  confidcrable  depth  ftrata  of  different  forts  of  earth,  finid,  clay,  ve- 
getable earth,  and  in  many  places  another  kind  of  black  vegetative  earth, 
which  bears  a  clofe  refemblance  to  peat. 

The  fummit  of  the  mountain  Beleoil  confifts  of  granite  of  a  dark  grey 
colour  and  a  ftrong  grain.  It  contains  little  mica,  but  niuch  fchocrl.  The 
declivity  on  both  fides  of  the  fummit  confifts  of  flate  of  a  very  compatl 
texture  ;  fome  pieces  refemble  bafalt  in  Ihape  and  grain. 

Tt  2  On 
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■  On  defcendlng  the  Sorrel,  you  fee  not  a  fingle  rock,  and  the  banks  ot 
this  river,  which  the  Engliili  at  prefeut  call  William  Henry,  confift  of 
a  fine  micaceous  loam. 

If  you  crofs  St.  Peter's  lake  on  your  way  to  the  Trois  Rivieres,  the 
ground  rifes  in  a  ftriking  manner  in  the  form  of  terraces  ;  but  no  rocks 
meet  your  view.  The  fandy  banks  of  the  Trois  Rivieres  bcfpeak  a  poor 
foil,  exhaulled  by  cultivation,  and  deprived  of  the  vegetable  earth.  Marl 
of  a  bluciih  colour  has  fortunately  been  dlfcovcred  under  the  fand,  which 
has  much  contributed  to  reftore  the  fertility  of  the  ground.  This  marl 
is  of  a  fine  grain,  very  compaft  and  light ;  it  lies  above  the  level  of  the 
flrcam  below  the  town  of  Trois  Rivieres. 

A  few  miles  thence,  farther  on  in  the  country,  are  the  only  iron 
works  in  Canada  ;  the  ore  is  found  in  fevcral  places  in  the  neighbourhood. 
It  is  bog-ore,  and  faid  to  yield  very  good  iron. 

Lime-flone  is  found  as  far  as  Quebec  ;  its  farther  extent  is  not  known. 
It  is  of  various  forms  and  qualities ;  in  fome  places  very  hard  and  com- 
Y>a&. ;  in  others  in  the  ftate  of  calcareous  fpar.  The  colour  pafTes,  by  im- 
perfed;  fhades,  from  a  reddilli  light  brown  to  a  dark  blue,  approaching  to 
black. 

South  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  near  the  bafon-falls,  lime  flone  is  flill 
found  ;  but  the  ground  confill:s  chiefly  of  ftrata  of  a  black,  clayey  Hate,  of 
a  fine  grain,  interfpcrfed  with  beds  of  lime-flone.  The  conglomerations, 
which  form  the  banks  of  the  river,  are  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  adjoin- 
ing ftrata,  intermixed  with  different  forts  of  fchoerl  and  granite,  which 
muft  have  been  wallied  to  this  fpot  from  more  elevated  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  rock,  on  which  ftands  the  citadel  of  Quebec,  is  called  the  Dia- 
mond-rock, on  account  of  fevcral  of  its  fiffures  and  cavities  containing 
fpars,  which  by  ignorant  people  are  efteemed  precious  ftones.  This  rock 
confifts  chiefly  of  ftrata  of  lime-flone,  which  is  in  general  very  compad:, 
and  of  a  dark  grey  colour. 

Over  the  plain  lying  farther  up  the  country,  called  Abram's-plain, 
iime-ftone  and  large  maifes  of  granite  are  fcattered,  which  are  peculiarly 

remarkable 
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remarkable  on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of  fchoerl  they  contain. 
Near  the  river  you  find  various  forts  of  pebbles,  free-flone,  granite, 
quartz,  with  fome  flate  and  lime-ftone. 

In  Wolfslove  the  flrata  of  ftone  confift  of  a  black  flate,  forming  an 
obtufe  angle  with  the  horizon.  In  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  moft  of  thefe 
layers  have  a  more  perpendicular  diredlion  towards  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  than  in  more  weflern  countries.  The  high  mountains  north-eaft 
of  Quebec  are  faid  to  confift  of  granite.  Mr.  Guillemard  has  not  feen. 
them ;  near  the  falls  of  Montmorency  and  fomewhat  farther  up,  the 
ffcrata  confill  of  lime-ilone,  and  their  diredlion  runs  nearly  parallel  witk 
the  horizon. 

Accounts  of  the  Fur-trade,  extracted  from  the  journal  ofX^ount  AndriajNI,. 
of  Milan,  -who  travelled  in  the  interior  parts  of  America  in  the  year  17&1. 

The  mofl  important  places  for  the  fur-trade  are  the  following,  viz^ 

Niagara,   Lake  Ontario,  Detroit,  Lake   Erie,  Michillimakkinak,  Lake 

Huron,  yielding       -             -  _         1200  bundles  mixed  peltry. 

Michipicoton             -                ^  -             40  bundles  fine  peltry.. 
Pic           -              - 

Alampicon                -                   -  - 
Near  the  great  carrying-place  or  portage 

Bottom  of  the  lake          -              -  - 

Point  of  the  lake          -              _  _ 
Bay  of  Guivaranun 

The  Ikins  of  beavers,  otters,  martens,  and  wild  cats,  are  called  fine 
peltry. 

Mixed  peltry  are  furs,  confifting  of  a  mixture  of  the  finer  forts  with  a 
larger  number  of  fkins  of  wolves,  foxes,  buffaloes,  deers,  bears. 

The  fineft  peltry  is  colledled  north-weft  of  the  lakes  in  the  Britifh  do- 
minions ;  the  furs  grow  coarfer  in  proportion  as  you  approach  nearer  to 
the  lakes. 

The 
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This  fur-trade  is  carried  on  by  a  company,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
North-xveji  Company,  and  two  or  three  other  fmall  companies. 

The  north-weft  company,  which  is  generally  efteemed  a  privileged 
company,  has  no  charter  ;  for  the  preponderance,  which  it  enjoys  in  this 
trade,  it  is  merely  Indebted  to  the  large  capital,  which  it  employs  in  the 
trade,  to  the  unanimity  of  the  m.embers,  to  their  unwearied  exertion,  and 
to  the  monopoly,  which  the  company  has  appropriated  to  itfelf  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  above  circumftanccs. 

Its  formation  took  place  in  the  year  1782,  and  originated  from  the 
commercial  operations  of  fome  eminent  merchants,  who  uied  to  carry  on 
the  trade  in  the  country,  fituated  beyond  Lalce  Winnipey,  and  efpecially 
of  Meflrs.  FoRBisHER  and  Mactarish,  who  refidc  at  Montreal.  The 
lignal  fuccefs,  which  this  company  met  with,  foon  excited  the  Jealouly 
of  other  merchants,  and  ere  long  three  different  companies  made  their 
appearance  at  the  great  carrying-place,  and  rivalled  each  other  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  furs  with  a  degree  of  emulation,  which  could  not  but  prove  highly 
detrimental  to  themfelves  and  advantageous  to  the  Indians.  The  north- 
weft  company,  being  more  opvilent  than  the  reft,  made  ufe  of  its  wealth 
to  ruin  its  competitors ;  no  ftone  was  left  unturned ;  the  agents  of  the 
company's  rivals  were  bribed  and  feduced ;  and  the  anlmofity  between 
the  different  traders  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  frequently  proceeded 
to  blows.  This  petty  warfare,  which  coft  fevcral  lives  and  large  fums  of 
money,  at  length  opened  the  eyes  of  the  rival  companies.  They  became 
fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  uniting  in  one  body,  and  the  north-weft  com- 
pany, effentially  interefted  in  preventing  any  further  moleftation  of  this 
trade,  made  fcveral  facrifices,  to  attain  this  end.  They  formed  a  connec- 
tion with  different  members  of  the  other  companies,  admitted  other  mer- 
chants to  a  fliare  in  their  trade,  and  thus  fecured  their  extenfive  com- 
merce with  the  country  fituated  north -weft  of  the  lakes,  the  only  fpot 
where  fine  peltry  can  be  had  in  abundance. 

Several   thoufands  of  Indians  formerly   conveyed    their    furs    to   the 
great  carrying-place.      But  at  prefent  the  company  fend  their  agents  a 
tlioufand  miles  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  Indian  pollcffions.     It  fre- 
quently 
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quently  happens,  that  thefe  agents  continue  there  two  years,  before 
they  return  with  the  peltry,  they  have  purchafed,  to  the  great  carrying- 
place. 

The  company  employ  about  two  thoufand  men  in  carrying  on  this 
traffic  in  the  interior  of  the  Indian  country,  which  is,  however,  fo  ex- 
tremely barren,  that  whatever  articles  thefe  agents  ftand  in  need  of  either 
for  their  cloathing  or  fubfiftence,  muft  be  fent  thither  from  Montreal 
with  coniiderable  difficulties  and  trouble,  and,  of  confequence,  at  an  ex-- 
ceffive  price. 

Near  the  great  carrying-place,  where  all  thefe  agents  meet,  and  which 
is  the  central  point  of  this  trade,  ftands  a  fort,  which  is  kept  in  good  re- 
pair, and  garrifoned  with  fifty  men. 

The  poft  of  Michillimakkinak  is  the  rallying-point  of  the  different  Ca- 
nadian merchants,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  north-weft  company.  Their 
agents  traffic  only  with  fuch  parts,  as  are  feated  weft  and  fouth-wefl  of 
the  lakes,  and  where  the  furs  are  of  an  inferior  quality.  They  carry  oa 
this  trade  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  north-weft  company,  but  as  thefe 
fmall  companies  are  lefs  opulent  than  the  former,  their  agents  penetrate 
not  fo  far  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  as  thofe  of  the  norths  weft 
company. 

The  agents  fet  out  from  Montreal  in  the  month  of  June,  and  are  fix 
weeks  going  to  the  fort  near  the  great  carrying-place.  They  embark  at 
Montreal  in  boats,  forming  parties  of  eight  or  ten  perfons,  proceed  on 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  China  to  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains  ; 
defcend  the  river  Utacoha ;  crofs  Lake  Nipiffing ;  pafs  by  the  French 
River  into  Lake  Huron  ;  proceed  to  Fort  Michillimakkinak  ;  and  thence 
to  the  great  carrying-place. 

This  way  is  Ihorter  by  a  hundred  miles  than  that  by  the  lakes,  but  you 
meet  with  thirty-fix  carrying  places,  feveral  of  which  lie  acrofs  rocks,  over 
which  the  boats  as  well  as  the  cargoes  muft  be  carried  on  the  backs  of  the 
paffengers,  and  that  with  great  precaution,  on  account  of  the  narrownefs 
of  the  roads.  The  boats  are  but  of  four  tons  burthen;  they  are  navi- 
gated- 
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gated  by  nine   men,  coft  twenty-eight  Louisd'or  each,  and   ferve   but 
for  one  voyage. 

The  fhips,  employed  In  the  paflage  acrofs  the  lakes,  are  from  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  burthen.  Flat-bot- 
tomed veflels  of  fifteen  tons  are  alfo  made  vifc  of  for  this  purpofe,  which 
are  eafdy  managed  by  four  or  five  men,  and  are  very  durable. 

T^otwithftanding  the  advantages,  offered  by  this  palTagc,  the  former 
route  is  preferred  for  the  fur-trade,  becaufe,  although  it  is  attended  with 
much  trouble,  yet  it  admits  of  the  day  of  the  departure  as  well  as  of  the 
arrival  being  fixed  with  certainty  and  exaftnefs,  which  point,  on  account 
of  the  wind,  cannot  be  attained  on  paffmg  over  the  lakes,  and  yet  is  of 
the  utmofl  importance  for  the  Canada  merchants,  as  they  mufl  neither 
mifs  the  period  of  receiving  the  furs  from  the  interior  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, nor  that  of  expediting  them  for  Europe  ;  the  navigation  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  not  being  open  for  a  long  time. 

About  the  end  of  June  the  agents  of  the  company,  fent  into  the  in- 
terior to  trade  witli  the  Indians,  caufc  the  articles  purdhafed  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  tlieir  place  of  rendezvous. 

At  this  time  upwards  of  one  thoufand  men  are  frequently  affembled  in 
MichiHimakkinak,  who  cither  arrive  from  Canada  to  receive  the  peltry, 
or  are  agents  of  the  company  and  Indians,  who  aflifl  the  former  in  con- 
veying thither  the  furs,  they  have  bought. 

As  the  trade  of  the  north-well  company  is  far  more  important,    than 
that  of  the  other  traders,  the  number  of  people,   affembled  in   the  fort 
near  the  great  carrying-place  is  of  confequence   far  more  confidcrable  at 
the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  fkins ;  in  this  place  there  is  frequently  a  , 
concourfe  of  one  thoufand  people  and  upwards. 

The  method,  obferv^ed  by  the  agents  in  their  traffic  with  the  Indians, 
is  this,  that  they  begin  with  intoxicating  them  with  rum,  to  over-reach 
them  with  more  facility  in  the  intended  bufmcfs.  The  agents  carry  on 
this  traffic  in  thofe  villages  only,  where  there  are  no  other  merchants. 

It  is  a  circumflance,  worthy  of  notice,  that  an  ancient  French  law, 

enabled 
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enabled  at  the  time,  when  Canada  belonged  to  I^rance,  prohibits  any  rum 
to  be  fold  to  the  Indians  by  the  agents  oh  pain  of  the  galleys.  Hence 
originates  the  cuftom,  ftill  obferved  at  this  day,  of  giving  it  away ;  yet 
this  is  not  done  without  exception,  for  many  agents  fell  their  rum. 

The  one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles  of  fine  peltry,  from  the  great 
Carrying-place,  which  according  to  the  price,  paid  to  the  petty  traders  in 
Montreal,  who  colled;  them  in  fmall  numbers,  are  valued  at  forty  pounds 
llerling  each,  and  which  by  the  company  are  fent  to  London,  fetch  there 
eighty- eight  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  They  form  about  a  moitty  of  all 
the  fine  peltry,  yearly  exported  from  Canada,  without  taking  into  the  ac-^ 
count  the  furs  fent  from  Labrador,  from  the  bay  of  Chaicurs  and  Gafpe 
or  Gachepe. 

For  thefe  one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles  the  north-wefl  coril- 
pany  pay  about  fixteeen  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  for  the  proceeds 
thereof  fuch  articles  arc  purchafcd  in  England,  as  the  Indians  are  fond  of 
receiving  in  exchange  for  their  peltry,  and  the  chief  flore-houfe  of  which 
is  at  Montreal.  As  the  accounts  relative  to  this  trade  are  generally  kept 
in  Canada  in  French  money,  the  above  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  flerling 
mufl  be  computed  in  the  fame  manner,  as  this  aftually  has  been  done 
by  Count  Andriani  in  his  journal. 

1.  Commodities  purchafed  in  England  -  -    liv.  354,000 

2.  Pay  for  forty  guides,   interpreters,  and  condudlofs  of  the 

expedition  *  -  -  -  -  88,000 

3.  Pay  for  one  thoufand  one  hundred  mert,  who  are  employed 

in  the  traffic  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  who  pafs 
the  winter  there,  without  returning  to  ^lontreal ;  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  livrcs  for  each  -  -       1,980,000 

4.  Pay  for  one  thoufand  four  hundred  men,  employed  In  de- 

fcending  the  river  with  the  boats  from  the  great  portage 

Carried  forwards*        liv.  2,422,000 

*  I>cry  boat's  cottipiiny,  ConfifLing  of  eight  or  ten  perfons,  has  a  guide;  there  is  alfo 
a,  chief  guide  in  every  harbour,  where  they  winter^  1  hey  arc  all  inhabitants  ot  Canada^ 
and  receive  each  two  thouUiid  uve  iuindred  livrcs. — Juihjy. 

Uu  ■ 
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Brought  forwards,        llv.  2,422,000 
to  Montreal,  and  afcending  it  from  this  place  thither, 
and  tranfporting  the  merchandize  -  -  350,000 

5 .  Price  of  the  provifion,  confumed  on  the  paffnge  from  Mon- 
treal to  the  great  carrying-place,  and  at  the  latter  place, 
upon  an  average  per  year  -  -  -  4,000 

Total  amount  of  all  the  expence,  incurred  by  the  company  for 

one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles  fine  peltry  -    liv.  2,7/0,000 

•  On  comparing  the  eighty-eight  thoufand  pounds  ftcrling,  which  the 
fale  of  thefe  furs  produces  in  London,  with  thefe  two  millions  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix  thoufand  livres,  it  Ihould  feem,  that  the  company 
fuftains  a  lofs  of  fix  hundred  thouflind  livres  Tournois.  But  this  lofs  is 
merely  apparent,  as  will  be  obvious  from  the  following  ftatement. 

The  pay  of  the  men,  employed  in  the  trade,  as  mentioned  in  the  above 
■account,  is  merely  nominal ;  for  excepting  the  forty  guides  and  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  who  are  employed  in  afcending  and  de- 
fcending  the  river  with  the  boats,  who  receive  half  their'wages  in  cafli, 
all  the  reft  are  paid  entirely  in  merchandize,  which  at  the  great  carrying- 
place  yields  a  profit  of  fifty  per  cent. 

The  merchandize,  imported  on  behalf  of  this  trade  to  the  above 
amovmt  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  thoufand  livres,  confifts  of 
woollen  blankets,  coarfe  cloths,  thread  and  worfted  ribbands  of  dilferent 
colours,  vermilion,  porcelain  bracelets,  filvcr  trinkets,  firelocks,  fhot,  gun- 
powder and  efpecially  rum.  In  fort  Detroit  thefe  articles  are  fold  for 
three  times  their  ufual  value  in  Montreal,  in  Fort  Michillimakkinak  four 
times  dearer,  at  the  great  carrying-place  eight  times,  at  Lake  Winnipeg 
fixtccn  times ;  nay  the  agents  fix  the  price  ftill  higher  at  their  will  and 
plcafure. 

As  the  men,  employed  in  this  trade,  are  paid  in  merchandize,  which 
the  company  fells  with  an  enormous  profit,  it  is  obvious  at  how  cheap  a 
rate  thefe  people  are  paid.  They  purchafe  of  the  company  every  ar- 
ticle, they  want ;   it  keeps  with  them  an  open  account,  and  as  they  all 

Asintcr 
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winter  in  the  interior  of  the  country  and  beyond  lake  Winnipeg,  they 
pay,  of  confcquence,  cxceffivcly  dear  for  the  blankets,  and  the  clothe?, 
which  they  bring  with  them  for  their  wives.  Thefe  menial  ferv^ants  of 
the  company  are  in  general  extravagant,  given  to  drinking  and  excefs  ; 
and  thefe  are  exactly  the  people  whom  the  company  wants.  The  fpecu- 
lation  on  the  exceffes  of  thefe  people  is  carried  fo  far,  that  if  one  of  them 
happen  to  lead  a  regular,  fober  life,  he  is  burthened  with  the  moft  la- 
borious work,  until  by  continual  ill-treatment  he  is  driven  to  drunken- 
ness and  debauchery,  which  vices  caufe  the  rum,  blaakets  and  trinkets  to 
be  fold  to  greater  advantage.  In  1791,  nine  hundred  of  thefe  menial 
fcrvants  owed  the  company  more  than  the  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen  years 
pay. 

This  is  in  a  few  words  the  fyftem  of  the  company,  at  the  head  of 
which  are  MefTrs.  Forbilher  and  Madtarilli,  who  poilefs  twenty-four  (hares 
of  the  forty-fix,  of  which  the  company  confifls.  The  reft,  divided  into 
fmaller  portions,  are  dlftributed  among  other  merchants  in  Montreal, 
who  either  tranfad  bufmefs  with  the  company,  or  otherwile  do  not  con- 
cern themfelves  in  their  affairs. 

The  north-weft  company  is  to  fubfift  fix  years  :  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  the  dividends  are  to  be  paid  to  the  fliarc -holders ;  until  that 
time  they  remain  with  the  capital. 

Total  amount  of  the  Fur-trade, 
The  whole  amount  of  the  peltry,  which  the  north-weft  com- 
pany receives  from    the   great   carrying-place  and  exports 
from  Canada,  is  eftimated  at  -  -  "     jC-  88,000 

From  the  Bay  of  Chalcurs,  Gafpe,  and  Labrador  -  60,000 

From  different  places  in  the  interior,  with  which  the  trade  is 
carried  on  by  a  certain  number  of  merchants,  who  have  af- 
fociated  in  Michillimakkinak  -  -  -  60,000 

Total,  £.  208,000 

U  XI  2  That 
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That  branch  of  this  extenfive  trade,  which  is  carried  on  by  ihiall  com- 
panies in  fuch  parts,  as  are  fituated  below  the  lakes,  is  likely  foon  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  merchants  in  the  United  States,  as  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Miffiffippi,  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  with  Spain,  opens  a  more  expe- 
ditious, a  fafer  and  lefs  expenfive  outlet  for  thefe  commodities,  and  a  more 
eafy  importation  by  New  Orleans  to  all  the  marts  of  the  United  States. 

Amoimt  of  the  Mercha?tdize,  exported  from  the  Provhiee  of  Canada  ht  the 

Year  1786. 

Rye,  103,824  bufliels,  valued  at 

Flour,  10,4/0  bufliels 

Bifcuit,  Q,317  hundred- weight 

Flax-feed,    10,171  bufliels 

Oats,  4,015  bufhels 

Peafc,  '    304  bufhels 

Timber  -  -  - 

Mafts,  flaves,  planks,  fliingles 

Potafhes  _  _  > 

Maiden  hair  (adianthum  capillus  veneris,  Linn.) 

Horfes,  fixty-feven  _  >  _ 

Caft  iron  _  _  _ 

Spruce-elTence  for  beer 

Shook  cafks  _  _  _ 

Banala,  1984  hundred-weight 

Salmon         -  -  -  _ 

Potatoes         -  -  -  - 

Smoaked  falmon  -  ^.  _ 

Onions  -  -  -  - 

Pork  .  .  -  « 

Beef         -  -  .  - 

Train  oil         -  ..  _  . 

Carried  forward,         jT.  57,237     9     0 
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Brought  forward,         ^.  57,237     9     0- 
Salt  filh   and  peltry  from  Labrador,   from   the   Bay   of 
Chaleurs  and  Gafpe,  according  to  the  lift  tranfmitted 
by  Governor  Coxe  -  _  _  60,000     0     O 

Amount  of  the  peltry  which  comes  from  the  great  lakes, 
from  the  taftoriesof  the  north- weft  company,  and  other 
places,  according  to  the  under-mentioned  detail  -       225,977'    0     0 

Sum  total",  ^iT.  343,21-1     Q      0 

beinsr  the  amount  entered  in  the  cuftom-houfe  books  of  Canada. 

O 

A  detailed  Account  of  the  different  forts  of  Peltry,  exported  from  Qanadcvht 

the  Year  1786, 

6,2 1 3  foxes  Ikins 
116,023  beavers 
23,68-i  ottera 
5,959  minks 
3,958  weafeb 
17,713  bears 
1,059  young  bears 
120,079  deer  ikins-in  the  haii: 
202,719  caftors 
10,854  racoon 
2,277  wild  cat-fkins,  loofc 
3,702  ditto  ill  bundles 
^■i^oo  elk 
12,923  wolves  ■  •     ,  , 

506  whelps 
6.4  tygers- 
15,007  feal-fkins 
480  fquirreL 

Al though  a  variety  of  circumftances,  incident  to  the   chace,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  weather,  or  originating  in  the  fentynents  of  the   Indians  . 

cannot 


334  TRAVELS    IN  NORTH     ASIERICA, 

cannot  but  produce  variations  in  regard  to  the  quantities  of  peltry  yearly 
received,  yet  the  refults  of  the  years  i;87,  1788,  1789,  l/QO  and  i;yi. 
nearly  correfpond  with  thofe  of  1/86;  a  circumftance,  which  as  it  hap- 
pens in  regard  to  a  trade,  that  extends  from  Labrador  to  a  diftance  01 
three  or  four  hundred  miles  from  Lake  Superior,  is  very  remarkable. 

Account  of  lite  Merchandize,  imported  into  Canada  in  the  f aid  Year  1780, 
extracted  from  the  Qnjlom-houfe  Books. 

Rum  -               -jT.  63,032 

Brandy  -               -               -  225 

Molalfes  -                .                 -  21,380 

Coffee  -                -             -  2,065 

Sugar  -                 .                   -  5,269 

Spanifh  wine       -  *            -  31,288 

Tobacco  -                -               -  1,316 

Salt         -  .              -          -  2,912 

Chocolate  -              -              -  12g 


Sum  total,         ^.127,616 

An  exadl  account  of  the  value  of  piece-goods  has  not  yet  been  made 
out  in  a  regular  manner  ;  but  in  purfuancc  of  an  order  of  Lord  Dor- 
chefter,  the  fum  total  of  the  value  of  all  imports  was  by  the  merchants, 
upon  a  four  years  average,  determined  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

Amount  of  the  above  fum  -  -  -^T.  127,6  l6oo 

Merchandize  for  Quebec  -  -  -  99,700     o     0 

Ditto  for  Montreal  .  _  .  -         97,800     o     0 


Amount  total  of  Imports         ^.  325,1 16     o     0 
Exports  3-J3,2l4      9      O 

Balance  in  favour  of  Canada      £.  18,098     g     0 

To  the  above  imports  is  to  be  added  the  value  of  fix   thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  nine  barrels  of  fait  pork,  and  of  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred 
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dred  and  fifty- four  firkins  of  butter,  of  about  fifty  or  fixty  pounds  each, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  miUtary. 

The  imports  in  the  following  years  1787,  1788,  1789,  1790  and  17Q1, 
were  nearly  of  the  fame  value,  with  a  difference  of  about  five  or  fix 
thoufand  pounds  flerling  more  or  lefs. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  fhort  account  of  the  trade  of  Canada  I  fhall  here 
repeat  once  more,  that  it  is  a  faithful  extrad  of  the  journal  of  Count 
Andriani,  of  which  a  friend  of  his,  to  whom  he  had  communicated  it, 
permitted  me  to  make  ufe.  The  abilities  and  charader  of  Count  An- 
driani, as  well  as  the  facility,  with  which  he  was  able  to  make  his  re- 
fearches  purfuant  to  the  direftion  of  the  Britifli  government,  infpire  great 
confidence  in  the  exa<5lnefs  of  the  information,  which  he  has  colleded. 
I  have  not  been  able  myfelf  to  fubflantiate  the  veracity  of  his  accounts  ; 
and  befides  it  is  eafily  underftood,  that  fince  the  time,  when  he  wrote, 
fome  alterations  may  have  taken  place,  in  point  both  of  the  quality  and 
the  value  of  the  exports  and  imports. 


JOURNEY 
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JOUPvNEY  FROM  UPPER  CANADA  TO  BOSTON, 


DEPARTURE  FROM  OSWEGO. 

kN  Sunday,  the  20th  of  July,  the  day  after  our  arrival  at  Ofwego, 
wc  learned  from  the  officers,  that  during  the  harveft  the  Ameri- 
can fhips  fail  lefs  frequently,  than  at  other  times,  and  that  probably  wc 
fliould  have  to  wait  for  one  feveral  days.  We  undei-ftood  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  beft  plan  we  could  adopt  was,  to  walk  twelve  miles  farther 
on,  in  the  hope  that  the  fettlers,  who  live  there,  would  accommodate 
us  with  a  veiTcl.  Being  both  impatient  to  quit  the  Englifli  dominions, 
and  afraid  to  incur  too  great  an  expence  by  hiring  a  whole  fliip  for  our- 
felves,  we  were  walking,  in  fome  degree  of  perplexity,  on  the  baftion 
along  the  ftiore,  when  we  difcovercd  a  veffel  approaching.  The  foldiers, 
who  have  learned  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  Americans  along  A\ith  the 
manual  exercife,  perceiving  the  attention,  with  which  wc  obfer\'cd  her 
approach,  faid  to  us,  "  Why,  gentlemen,  that  is  nothing ;  flae  is  but  a 
vcifcl  of  the  d d  Yankees  ;"  and  it  was  exaftly  u  ^  cffel  of  the  Yan- 
kees, we  wiflicd  to  obtain.  Mr.  Vanallex,  an  American,  who  refides 
in  the  a  icuiity  of  Albany,  commanded  the  vcffcl ;  lie  came  on  Ihorc 
fliortly  after,  to  procure  fome  frcfh  provifion,  of  ^^  hich  he  ilood  in  need 
to  cure  himlelt  of  an  intermittent  fever,  that  lie  had  cauglit  in  the  woods. 
From  M  ant  of  an  inn,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  buying  anv  at  the  fort  ; 
the  officers  might  have  eahly  fupplled  him  \\ith  fome  Acgctables;  but  in 
the  opinion  of  a  Britifli  officer,  it  is  neither  neceflary  nor  decent  to  fuc- 
cour  a  Yankee. 

Mr.  Vanallen,  although  thus  difappointed    in  his  hope  of  finding   in 
Ofwego  tlic  nccelFary  fuccour  for  his  recovery,  yet  promifed  us  two  places 

in 
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in  his  veffel.  He  could  not  however  fet  fall  for  Albany  fboner  than  the 
next  day,  or  perhaps  in  two  or  three  days,  after  having  been  joined  by 
three  otlier  veilels,  which  he  expected,  and  in  qvieit  of  which  he  returned 
to  a  certain  point  on  the  lake.  We  were  thus  furnillaed  with  a  certain 
opportunity  of  quitting  Ofwego,  and  the  eagernefs,  with  which  we  em- 
braced it,  could  not  but  convince  our  guefts  of  our  earneft  defire  of 
making  all  pofTible  hafte.  The  certainty  of  our  fpeedy  departure  infpired 
us  with  patience.  The  Englifli  officers,  who  entertained  more  liberal 
fentiments  towards  us,  than  to  the  Yankees,  peremptorily  infifted  on  fup- 
plying  us  with  proviHon ;  and  this  they  did  with  a  generofity,  which 
perfectly  anfwered  the  kind  reception,  we  in  general  experienced  on  their 
part. 

Two  whole  days  had  in  the  mean  while  elapfed,  and  the  third  began 
to  prefs  heavy  upon  us,  when,  being  alone  in  the  fort,  while  Dupetit- 
thouars  and  the  Englifli  officers  had  gone  on  a  hunting  and  fifhing  party, 
I  at  laft  defcried  two  veflels  with  my  telefcope,  which  was  conftantly 
pointed  to  the  coaft,  whence  I  expedled  my  deliverance ;  my  effedls 
were  foon  packed  up  and  my  ftores  coUedled.  Whether  thefe  veflels  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Vanallen  or  any  other  perfon,  we  were  determined  to  feize 
upon  the  firfl;  opportunity  of  departing  from  Ofwego.  It  was  Mr.  Van- 
alien  ;  he  had  been  joined  but  by  one  of  the  veflels,  and  had  refolved 
not  to  wait  for  the  reft :  yet  as  it  was  already  noon,  as  his  veffels  were 
hca^-y  laden,  and  the  rapids  two  miles  from  Ofwego,  which  he  was 
obliged  to  pafs,  would  have  detained  him  too  long  to  make  much  way 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  he  propofed  to  us,  to  follow  him  on  foot,  at 
four  o'clock  the  next  morning.  We  thought  it  better,  to  fiiare  his  tent 
with  him  that  very  evening,  and  the  certainty  of  quitting  Ofwego  in 
the  afternoon  made  us  far  more  happy,  than  all  the  attention  of  the 
Britifli  officers,  on  which  we  can  hardly  beftow  fufficient  praife,  had 
been  able  to  do.  They  carried  their  politenefs  fo  far,  as  to  attend  us  to 
our  night  quarters,  and  on  taking  leave,  gave  us  fuch  proofs  of  friendfliip 
and  attachment,  as  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  with  unfeigned  gra- 
titude. 

X  X  The 
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The  mufquitoeSj  which  tcafcd  us  fadly,  were  not  able  to  make  us  re- 
pent our  refolution  of  joining  Mr.  Vanalleu  that  very  evening  ;  and  al- 
though we  did  not  lie  down  to  reft  the  whole  night,  yet  wc  heartily  re- 
joiced in  being  no  longer  fubjecfled  to  the  fceptre  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-general  of  the  two  Canadas. 

JOURNEY  FROM  OSWEGO  TO  THE  FALLS. 

We  fet  out  at  break  of  dav,  and  vet  were  not  able  to  advance  more 
than  ten  miles,  the  whole  day.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Ofvvego  is 
extremely  troublefome,  as  there  is  but  very  feldom  fufRcient  water,  even 
for  pufhing  the  veffel  along.  Each  of  our  veffcls,  it  is  true,  carried  about 
one  ton  and  a  half,  but  each  was  worked  too  by  three  men.  Befides 
Dupetitthouars  affifted  the  men  in  our  veffel  with  the  utmoft  zeal ;  he 
puflied  as  much  as  they  did,  and  paffed  like  them  three-fourths  of  the 
day  in  the  water,  to  lift  the  veffel,  that  fhe  might  more  eafily  clear  the 
rocks  and  large  ftones,  with  which  the  river  is  filled,  and  which  Ihc 
would  not  have  been  able  to  pafs  over  in  any  other  manner.  In  five  or 
fix  places  the  ftrength  of  a  fingle  Ihip's  company  was  not  fufficicnt  to 
keep  the  veffel  afloat,  but  the  men  of  both  veffcls  were  obliged  to  join 
for  that  purpofe.  Ships  lefs  deeply  laden,  than  ours,  arc  faid  to  proceed 
with  more  facility,  efpecially  in  defccndlng  the  river,  when  the  current 
affords  fome  affiftance.  In  autumn  and  fpring  the  cncreafcd  mafs  of 
water  is  alfo  faid  to  remove  the  impediments,  which  at  prefcnt  obrtru^l 
and  retard  the  navigation.  It  may  be  fo  ;  yet  a  navigation,  which  is  prac- 
ticable only  for  two  months  in  the  year  and  in  defccnding  the  river,  and 
at  the  fame  time  affords  at  prefent  the  only  known  outlet  for  the  ex- 
portation of  all  the  produdions,  and  the  fole  inlet  for  all  the  provifion, 
which  is  imported  from  the  other  fide  of  the  lake,  cannot  in  any  rc- 
fpeft  be  compared  with  that  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  however  im- 
perfeft  it  may  be.  The  State  of  New  York,  to  whofe  territory  this  river- 
navigation  belongs,  and  for  which  it  is  of  much  greater  importance,  than 
for  any  other  ftate,  will  no  doubt  make  all  pollible  exertion  to  facili- 
tate 
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tate  it.  A  projec5t  of  this  nature  is,  I  underftand,  already  under  con- 
templation, but  how  far  will  it  be  poffiblc  to  execute  this  important 
enterprife  ?  This  is  a  queftion,  which  cannot  be  decided,  but  after  a 
long  and  mature  confideration  of  all  the  obftacles,  which  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  furmount.  To  have  ftarted  it,  is  fufficient  for  being  aware  of 
the  great  impediments,  by  which  it  is  obftru<3:ed. 

During  this  whole  day's  journey  nothing  remarkable  came  within  our 
view.  There  is  no  fettlement  between  Ofwego  and  the  Falls.  You  pafs 
by  an  ifland,  which  has  taken  the  name  of  Brcfwit  from  a  French  officer, 
who  in  the  feveit  years  war  obtained  here  an  advantage  over  a  combined 
corps  of  Englifli  troops  and  Indians.  The  ifland  is  throughovit  covered 
with  wood,  and  fo  is  the  whole  country,  through  which  we  have  hitherto 
paired.  Two  miles  from  the  falls  flands  a  houfe,  which  appertains  to 
Mr.  Van  Verb  erg,  a  Dutchman,  who  is  charged  in  the  country  with 
giving  information  to  the  garrifon  of  the  fmugglers  who  intend  to  run 
any  commodities  into  the  province  in  the  night,  and  with  being  an  Eng- 
lifli fpy  in  regard  to  deferters.  This  charge,  which,  by  what  we  learned 
in  the  fort,  feems  to  be  founded,  is  fo  generally  credited,  that  laft  year, 
in  confequence  of  the  rumour  of  an  impending  war  between  America  and 
England,  he  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  fort  againft  the  revengeful 
projefts  of  his  neighbours. 

At  the  place,  where  the  navigation  is  intercepted,  we  halted  at  Wil- 
liam Shorten's.  He  keeps  an  inn,  that  is,  he  admits  into  one  room  of 
his  houfe  all  the  travellers,  who  defire  to  fleep  there,  and  accommodates 
them  with  fait  pork  and  rum  ;  which  is  the  mofl  he  is  able  to  do.  We 
arrived  there,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  wet  to  the  ficin  ;  for  fuch  of 
us,  as  had  not  been  drenched  by  pufliing  and  drawing  the  fliip  along, 
were  foaked  by  the  conftant  rain.  We  dried  ourfeh'es  at  a  good  fire  ; 
and  a  few  fliccs  of  ham,  we  had  brought  with  us,  re.ftored  our  flrcngth. 
Dupetitthouars  fliared  with  me  a  very  indifferent  bed,  which  however 
we  found  extremely  comfortable.  From  exceffive  fatigue  I  conquered 
the  extreme  averfion,  which  I  always  feel  when  .1  am  obliged  to  fleep  in 
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the  fame  bed  with  another  perfon,  and  became  infenfible  of  the  incon- 
venience of  lleeping  in  fo  narrow  a  room  among  fo  many  people  and 
with  fo  great  a  noife. 

OSWEGO  FALLS  AND  PENIERS. 

The  portage,  occafioned  by  the  falls  of  the  river  Ofwego,  is  about  a 
mile  in  length.  W.  Shorten,  at  whofe  houfe  we  flopped,  kept  only  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  our  two  veflels  were  heavy  laden.  Each  veflel  was  to 
be  conveyed  feparately,  and  the  cargo  required  four  turns  of  the  carriage. 
The  Americans  not  being  anywife  remarkable  for  fpeed  and  agility, 
it  was  not  \mtil  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  that  our  veflels  had  reached 
the  place,  where  the  navigation  recommences,  and  where  they  were 
again  to  be  loaded.  Here  a  quarrel  arofe  between  our  commander  Van'- 
allen,  and  the  two  mates,  who  were  in  his  fervice,  but  quite  intoxicated. 
They  ufed  him  very  ill ;  he  fwore  at  them,  and  they  returned  the  com- 
pliment by  calling  him  all  the  ill  names,  which  their  well-ftored  memory 
would  fupply.  This  quarrel  was  fcarcely  half  accommodated,  when 
another  man  arrived  from  the  neighbourhood,  demanding  from  Mr. 
Vanallen  fome  money,  which,  he  faid,  was  due  to  his  fon,  who  for  fbme 
time  had  ferved  on  board  his  veflel.  This  difference,  however,  was  foon 
fettled  on  friendly  terms  ;  Vanallen  conduced  us  into  night-quarters  at 
his  adverfary's,  and  facrificed  to  this  reconciliation  fbme  miles,  which  we 
fliould  have  been  able  to  make  the  fame  evening. 

This  time  we  had  not  even  a  bed.  Our  party,  our  fkippers,  landlord, 
wife,  fons  and  daughters  flept  all  pell-mell  in  a  room,  which  was  about 
twelve  feet  fquare.  And  unfortunately  we  w-ere  not  fufficicntly  fatif^ued, 
having  travelled  but  one  mile  on  foot  and  one  mile  and  a  half  by  water, 
to  find  the  floor  foft,  and  to  be  infenfiblc  to  the  flings  of  the  mufquitoes 
and  the  bites  of  fleas. 

Mr.  Vanallen,  in  whofe  vefl!els  we  took  our  paflage,  is  member  of  the 
Congrefs  for  the  county  of  Albany  in  the  flate  of  New  York.  He  is  alfo 
a  geometer  and  fur\eyor.     His  age,  and,  no  doubt,  his  talents,  fcem  to 
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Iiaye  procured  him  the  confidence  of  his  country.  He  is  charged  with 
the  commiffion  of  furveying  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  acres,  fituated 
on  Lake  Ontario  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  nearly  oppofite  to  Carlton 
Ifland,  which  belong  to  Meflrs.  Chassang,  Key,  De  Chaumont, 
CoxE  and  Company.  He  began  laft  year  to  execute  this  commiffion; 
but  was  much  impeded  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bufmefs  by  the  ficknefs  of 
moft  of  the  affiftant  furveyors,  employed  under  him,  and  was  further 
prevented  from  completing  it  by  the  confiderable  declination  of  the  mag- 
netic needle  in  the  vicinity  of  fome  rocks.  He  was  himfelf  feized  with  a 
fit  of  the  ague,  with  which  the  whole  country  is  infefled,  and  which  is 
caught  by  wandering  through  the  forefts,  as  well  as  by  inhabiting  the 
banks  of  rivers.  Mr.  Vanallen  is  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  for  this  reafon 
ftyled  'Squire  by  his  people,  if  he  do  not  fwear  at  them.  He  is  about 
fixty  years  old,  is  faid  to  pofTefs  a  tolerable  Ihare  of  information,  and 
feems  in  fa6l  to  be  a  worthy  and  intelligent  man; 

All  the  fettlements  in  this  part  of  the  country  are  in  an  infant  ftate. 
W.  Shorten,  at  whofe  houfe  we  flopped  the  firft  night,  fettled  here  as 
late  as  laft  fpring.  He  bought  his  eflate  three  years  ago  for  three  penes 
an  acre,  and  can  now  fell  it  for  twelve  fhillings.  He  pofteffes  three  hun- 
dred acres,  ten  of  which  are  fcarcely  cleared,  and  thefe  are  fituated  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river.  That  which  lies  on  the  left  is  Soldiers'  land,  as 
it  is  called,  that  is,  it  has,  fince  the  peace,  been  diftributed  among  fol- 
diers  by  the  ftate  of  New  York.  Peniers,  at  whofe  houfe  we  remained 
the  fecond  day,  bought  two  years  ago  a  ftiare  of  this  land  from  a  foldier, 
to  whom  it  had  been  given,  for  three  lliillings  an  acre. 

The  Ofwego  fall  is  about  ten  feet  high ;  and  the  river  nearly  one 
eight  of  a  mile  in  width.  The  profpedt  is  not  without  charms.  A  break 
of  the  bed  of  rocks,  from  which  the  river  precipitates  itfelf,  and  tlic  ir- 
regularity of  the  form,  produce  a  tolerably  ftriking,  but  not  a  grand  effe<5l. 
On  the  right  bank,  near  the  water-fall,  are  found  the  traces  of  an  an-  • 
cicnt  French  entrenchment,  and  hard  by  them  ftands  a  fmall  log-houle, 
the  proprietor  of  which  is  at  prefent  building  a  grift-mill  below  tlie  fall. 

THREE 
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THREE  RIVERS  POINT  AND  'SQUIRE  BINGHAM. 

There  exift  few  unpleafant  fituations  in  this  world,  which  may  not 
be  confidercd  in  a  lefs  unfavourable  point  of  view  ;  an  exercife  of  imagi- 
nation, with  which,  for  fome  time  paft,  I  have  tolerably  familiarifed  my- 
felf.  The  benefit  arifing  from  a  bad  refting-place  is  the  acceleration  of 
the  moment  of  departure.  Mr.  Vanallen,  who  fatlsfied  Penier's  de- 
mand with  many  carcfTes  of  the  little  ones,  with  compliments  to  the 
grown  up  members  of  the  family,  and  with  a  fmall  prefent  of  chocolate 
for  Peniers  himfelf,  haftened  to  fet  off.  Wc  went  on  board  before  Aa  e 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  After  a  navigation,  which  ran  conllantly  be- 
tween woods,  and  in  the  courfe  of  which  we  faw,  in  a  tradt  of  country-  of 
eleven  miles  in  length,  not  one  felled  tree,  we  reached  at  laft,  partly  by 
rowing,  and  partly  by  pufliing  the  veflel  along,  the  rapids  of  the  Three 
Rivers.  All  fuperfluous  people  were  here  obliged  to  leave  the  veflel.  Mr. 
Vanallen,  therefore,  as  well  as  myfelf,  went  on  fhore,  and  repaired  to  a 
fmall  cottage,  where  we  found  a  family,  but  very  lately  recovered  from 
the  ague,  and  at  prefent  bufied  in  mowing  a  meagre  looking  field  of  wheat. 
Thefe  good  people,  who  have  no  neighbours,  are  ncccffitatcd  to  do  every 
thing  thcmfelves.  Of  eight  children,  who  compofe  this  family,  the 
oldefl,  who  is  nine  years  old,  is  alone  able  to  affiil  them  a  little.  They 
have  neither  rakes,  harrows  nor  fcythes ;  and  yet  it  is  better  to  facrificc 
three  fourths  of  their  harvelt,  than  to  lofe  the  whole.  Thefe  poor  people, 
who  have  lived  here  a  twelvemonth,  were  conftantly  troubled  with  the 
ague.  They  poflcifcd  one  thoufand  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  fix 
hundred  of  which  were,  by  the  ftate  of  New  York,  given  to  the  huf- 
band,  who  had  fervcd  in  the  army,  and  the  other  fix  hundred  he  pur- 
chafed  two  years  ago  for  ten  fhillings  an  acre,  but  was  compelled  by 
•  extreme  diilrcfs  to  fell  again  three  hundred,  with  the  fmall  profit  of  two 
fhillings  per  acre.  The  good  people  cultivate  a  garden  ;  they  cxcliangcd 
fome  vegetables  for  a  few  pounds  of  pork,  with  which  Mr.  Vanallen 
was  readier  to  accommodate  them  from  an  opinion,   that  his   recovery 
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depends  on  the  uie  of  frefh  provision.  They  feem  to  be  good  and  in- 
duftrious  people ;  the  •wife,  though  mother  of  eight  children,  and  fcarcely 
recovered  from  the  ague,  is  yet  handfome.  They  prefented  me  with 
fome  potatoes  and  cucumbers,  and  declined  accepting  any  payment. 

After  the  rapids  had  been  paffed,  not  without  confiderable  trouble, 
we  returned  on  board,  and  purfuing  our  voyage  with  lefs  obflrudtion 
than  before,  we  at  length  reached  the  point,  where  the  Ofwego  river 
joins  the  Onondago,  which  proceeds  from  the  fmall  lakes,  changes  its 
name,  and  affumes  that  of  the  river  Oneida.  Thefe  appellations  fhould 
rather  be  reverfed.  As  we  worked  up  the  ftream,  the  river  Oneida  flow- 
ing out  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  meets  the  Onondago,  which  falls  into 
it,  and  is  now  called  Ofwego  ;  but  I  write  as  I  travel. 

The  whole  tra6l  of  land,  which  we  have  traverfed  fmce  we  left 
Ofwego,  lies  in  the  county  of  Onondago,  which  extends  as  far  as  Lake 
Oneida,  contains  nearly  one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land ;  and  yet,  according  to  the  laft  computation,  has  no  more 
than  three  thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  Three  Rivers  Point,  which  is  the  name  of  this  place,  is  a  very  in- 
terefting  itpot.  The  navigation,  by  which  the  provifion  from  the  diftrid; 
of  Gencffee  is  conveyed  acrofs  the  lakes,  and  the  fait  from  the  brine- 
fpring,  near  the  borders  of  Onondago,  here  joins  that  by  which  the  pro- 
vifion  is  procured  on  the  Mohawk  River  from  Albany  and  all  the 
eaftern  provinces.  The  navigation  between  Albany  and  the  Lakes  of 
Gencffee  has  hitherto  been  far  more  frequent  than  from  any  of  thefe 
points  to  Lake  Ontario.  But  the  time  cannot  be  dillant,  when  this 
fpot,  where  at  prefent  ftands  no  building  but  an  inn,  will  become  the 
fite  of  an  important  town.  As  yet,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  unhealthy  ipots 
in  a  country  by  no  means  remarkable  for  falubrity.  Our  'Squire,  vsho  had 
purchafed  in  Kingfton  flour  forlix  dollars  a  barrel,  and  pork  for  fixpence  a 
pound,  and  from  the  connivance  or  extraordinary  blindnefs  of  the  Englifli 
officers,  conveyed  it  to  the  River  Ofwego,  thought  now  of  felling  it  here 
with  confiderable  profit.  He  had  already  difpofed  of  fome  barrels  of  flour 
for  eight  dollars  a  barrel  at  the  Ofwego  Falls,  and  intended  to  tranfmit  his 
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v/liolc  cargo- to  Sakfprings,  where  he  hoped  to  fell  it  for  ten  dollars  a 
barrel.  But  he  learned  here,  that  the  meeting,  relative  to  the  treaty 
Vv'ith  the  Indians,  was  not  to  take  place  ;  that  the  country  was  full  of 
provifion ;  that  it  was  fold  at  a  much  lower  price  than  he  demanded ; 
and  that  fpecie  was  veryfcarce.  He  was,  therefore,  neceffitated  to  give 
up  his  fond  hopes,  and  embrace  the  rcfolution  of  proceeding  fomewhat 
farther  in  queft  of  purchafers. 

I  entertained  fome  hope  that,  on  account  of  this  difappointmcnt,  wc 
fhould  this  afternoon  proceed  fome  miles  farther,  when  a  veflel  arrived, 
on  board  of  which  were  McfTrs.  Renselaer,  Henry,  and  Stouts,  all 
inhabitants  of  Albany  of  great  refpedability.  The  firft  w^as  not  yet  per- 
fectly recovered  from  a  fever,  which  had  left  him  in  fome  meafure, 
but  ftill  carried  all  the  fymptoms  of  an  intermittent.  Thefe  gen- 
tlemen intended  not  to  proceed  farther.  Mr.  Vanallen  propofed  to 
delay  his  departure  until  the  next  morning,  to  travel  in  their  company ; 
he  introduced  us  to  them,  and  a  glafs  of  good  wine,  which  they  carried 
with  them  (they  travelled  all  much  at  their  eafe),  confolcd  Dupetit- 
thouars  as  well  as  myfelf  for  this  new  delay. 

Every  one  in  the  houfe  was  ill.  The  landlord,  another  'Squire,  was 
juft  recovered  from  the  ague ;  but  his  wife  was  ftill  indifpofed  with  it, 
and  in  bed.  His  children  and  fervants  were  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  fo 
was  a  pretty  young  woman,  about  twenty  years  old,  whom  we  fuppolcd  to 
be  married,  becaufe  fhe  fuckled  an  infant  of  two  months  ;  but  this, 
alas !  was  the  unfortunate  offspring  of  her  love  for  a  young  man,  who, 
under  a  promife  of  marriage,  had  fcduced  and  afterwards  defertcd  her. 
All  thefe  people  lay  ill  in  the  room  where  we  were  to  dine  and  flccp ; 
for  it  was  the  only  room  in  the  houfe.  The  new  comers,  who  brought 
with  them  a  very  tight  tent,  declared  that  they  would  rather  pafs  the 
night  under  this  tent,  than  breathe  the  noxious  air  of  this  houfe.  Mr. 
Vanallen,  ftruck  with  a  dread  of  a  relapfe  of  the  ague,  ordered  his  tent, 
which  confiftcd  only  of  his  fail,  to  be  pitched  on  the  banks  of  the  xiver  ; 
and  we  wrapped  ourfelves  up,  as  ufual,  in  our  blankets. 

I  had  juft  fallen  afleep,  when  I  was  waked  by  the  landlord,  who  called 

mc 
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me  Do£lor.  Having  obferved,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  that  I  concerned 
myfelf  about  his  patients,  and  carefully  enquired  into  the  particulars  of 
their  indifpofition,  and  their  treatment,  he  concluded  that  I  muft  needs 
be  a  phyfician.  "  Do6tor,"  faid  he,  "  for  God's  fake,  get  up  !  unlefs  you 
immediately  relieve  the  young  woman  flie  will  certainly  die.  The  Doctor, 
who  was  here  eight  days  ago,  left  her  fome  medicine,  which  was  to  lafh  till 
this  day,  and  he  faid  would  cure  her.  She  is  much  worfc  now,  and  the  me- 
dicine is  all  gone.  Pray  do  give  her  fomething,  that  flie  may  not  die." 
Though  I  was  a  long  while  debating  with  myfelf,  whether  or  no  I  was  to 
accept  the  title  of  Do(ftor,  and  at  length  alTured  him,  that  I  had  no  claim 
to  that  title,  yet  'Squire  Bingham,  miftaking  my  modefty  for  ill-nature  or 
drowfinefs,  infilled  on  my  adminiftering  relief  to  the  young  woman.  For- 
tunately it  fo  happened,  that  in  my  faddle-bag  I  had  fome  James's  powder, 
which  Mr.  Bordley  was  fo  kind  as  to  procure  me  before  my  departure 
from  Philadelphia.  From  an  opinion,  that  in  thefe  defperate  circum- 
ftances  it  might  perhaps  be  of  fervice,  I  declined  with  lefs  obftinacy  to 
anfwer  the  confidence  repofed  in  me  by  the  good  man.  He  conduced 
me  to  the  bed  of  the  patient,  who,  I  found,  was  fwoln,  covered  with 
petechia,  and  delirious  ;  under  thefe  circumftances  my  James's  powder 
could  do  no  harm.  But  unfortunately  I  had  loft  the  printed  direftion, 
pointing  out  the  dofc,  a  corredl  knowledge  of  which  Iftood  much  in  need 
of,  as  I  had  never  before  fcen  it  ufed,  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  Mr. 
Bordley  gave  me  the  above  dirediion.  By  Ihewing  any  irrefolution  I 
Ihould  have  leflcned  the  confidence,  which,  though  very  undefervedly 
placed  in  me,  I  wiflied  to  preferve.  With  a  tolerable  degree  of  aiTurance 
I  gave  her  twenty  grains  in  a  glafs  of  Madeira,  which  the  patient  took 
with  implicit  confidence.  Four  hours  had  fcarccly  elapfed,  when  the 
enraptured  'Squire  w^aked  me  again,  to  announce  the  good  fuccefs  of  my 
prefcription.  It  had  produced  a  ftrong  perfpiration  and  evacuations, 
which  the  Phyfician  of  Onondago  had,  thefe  eight  days  pafl,  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  procure.  On  the  following  morning,  previouily  to  my  depar- 
ture, I  gave  her  ten  grains  more,  left  her  another  dofe,  and  departed  loaded 
with  the  bleifings  of  the  unfortunate  young  woman,  who  kiifcd  my  hands, 
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my  coat,  and  would  not  let  rae  go.  I  gave  Mr.  Bingham,  who  con- 
fulted  me  alfo,  fome  bark,  and  left  Three  Rivers  Point,  carrying  with 
me  the  thanks  of  all  the  people  in  the  houfe,  leaving  behind  a  diftin- 
guifhed  reputation  for  medical  talents,  and  enjoying  the  happinefs  of  hav- 
ing accidentally  done  fome  good  by  my  advice.  The  unlucky  ftars  of 
the  young  woman,  whom  Mr.  Bingham  took  into  his  houfe  eight  nionths 
before,  had  conducted  her  feducer  into  the  inn,  who  aggravated  his  for- 
mer offence  by  ufing  her  ill  in  her  prefent  fituation.  He  arrived  onboard 
a  veiTel  bound  for  the  dill:ri6t  of  Gcneffee,  whither  he  was  going  in  queft 
of  labour  ;  and  his  conduft  had  thrown  my  poor  patient  into  convulfions, 
which  my  powder  completely  conquered.  On  my  return  to  Philadel- 
phia, it  will  be  eafily  conceived,  1  ceded  all  the  honour  of  the  cure  to 
Mr.  Bordley,  who  made  me  fliudder  at  the  medical  experiment  I  had 
made.  He  told  me,  that  in  no  cure  whatever  James's  powder  fliould  be 
given  in  a  larger  dofe  than  fcven  grains  ;  but  I  had  favcd  the  poor  wom.an, 
whofe  life,  by  a  ftridl  obfervance  of  the  printed  direction,  might  perhaps 
have  been  loft. 

The  fpot,  on  which  the  inn  ftands,  belongs  to  'Squire  Bingham,  who 
alfo  poffefles  a  few  acres  contiguous  to  the  building,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  land  at  fome  diftance  from  it.  All  thefe  lands  would  be  to- 
lerably good,  but  for  their  marlhy,  low,  and  flat  fituation,  which  expoles 
them  to  frcquait  inundations.  The  water  is  abominable  ;  and  the  air 
bad. 

ROTTERDAM  AND  LAKE  ONEIDA.— MR.  DE  VATINES. 

The  paflage  to  Lake  Oneida  was  attended  with  lefs  difficulties,  than 
that  of  the  preceding  days  ;  we  found  it  excellent,  travelling  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  gentlemen  of  Albany,  one  of  whom  was  brother  to  the 
Deputy-governor  of  New  York,  the  fecond  one  of  the  richeft  merchants 
of  Albany,  and  the  third  a  very  refpeftable  lawyer ;  their  behaviour  was 
frank  and  polite.  We  ftopped  at  Fort  Brompton  at  the  entrance  of 
the  lake.  This  flrufture  alfo  is  furroimded  with  pallifadoes,  ere6lcd  laft 
year ;  it  {lands  at  the  foot  of  an  ancient  entrenchment,  conftruded  by 
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the  Englifh  during  the  American  war,  on  an  advantageous  ground,  com- 
manding the  entrance  of  the  lake.  The  work  was  thrown  up  in  a  zig- 
zag figure ;  but  from  the  remains  no  diilin6l  idea  can  be  formed,  how 
the  cannon  could  be  pointed  to  advantage.  All  the  antiquities  of  this 
country  confift  in  the  remains  of  forts,  built  in  the  wars  of  1 776  or  175O. 
Fancy  muft  live  in  future  ages,  to  find  occupation  in  this  infant  country  ; 
pafi:  ages  can  exifl  here  only  for  generations  not  yet  born. 

The  proprietor  of  the  houfe  had  gone  to  Rotterdam  three  days  before. 
A  girl  of  fourteen  was  left  behind  to  take  care  of  the  houfe,  and  of  a 
little  brother,  who  was  fick,  and  whom  flie  aftually  nurfed  with  a  Ibli- 
citude  truly  affecting.  The  girl,  poor  thing,  did  all  fhe  could  for  our  ac- 
commodation, but  nothing  was  to  be  procured.  We  fhould  have  been 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  a  few  fmall  potatoes,  which  we  pulled 
up  in  the  fields,  if  the  Indians,  who  were  encamped  on  the  oppofite  bank 
of  the  river,  had  not  brought  us  a  large  pike,  which  they  had  caught  in 
the  morning  with  a  harpoon. 

Our  feamen,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  refufed  at  firft  to  proceed  the  fame 
evening  to  Rotterdam,  ten  miles  farther  up  the  lake.  But  from  the  fcanti- 
nefs  of  our  provlfion,  they  altered  their  mind,  thinking,  that  they  might 
be  better  off  in  that  place.  Rotterdam  is  an  infant  fettlement,  formed 
but  ten  months  ago.  Mr.  Schreiber,  a  rich  Dutch  merchant,  pof- 
fefles  a  large  trad;  of  land,  extending  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Oneida. 
He  fixed  upon  the  mouth  of  Bruce-creek  as  the  fite  of  the  chief  place, 
and  another  fettlement  he  has  formed  on  Little  Salmon-creek,  two  miles 
from  Lake  Ontario.  Bruce-creek  continues  navigable  fome  miles  farther 
up.  Mr.  Schreiber  has  made  a  road  from  Rotterdam  to  his  new  town ; 
but  all  thefe  fettlements  are  yet  of  no  importance.  The  whole  city  of 
Rotterdam,  to  which  the  founder  has  given  that  name  in  honour  of  his  na- 
tive place,  confifts  of  abovit  twenty  houfes.  The  dams,  which  he  conflrudls 
for  two  mills  he  is  building,  have  coft  him  confiderable  fums  of  money ; 
hitherto  he  has  proved  rather  unfuccefsful  in  the  confl:rud:ion  of  thefe 
dams,  and  has  feveral  times  been  neceffitatcd  to  recommence  them  a-new. 
The  grifl-mill  is  not  yet  finilhed ;  the  dams  feem  not  to  be  of  fufficient 
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flrength  for  the  mafs  of  water,  which  they  are  deftined  to  enclofe  and 
direct.  Some  very  expenfive  works,  which  he  has  erected  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  creek,  have  contributed  but  very  little  to  render  them 
more  commodious.  The  money,  which  Mr.  Schreiber  has  expended  on 
buildings  and  roads,  is  eflimated  at  eight  thoufand  dollars.  If  they  were 
conflrudled  on  good  principles,  this  money  would  have  been  well  fpent. 
He  is  now  building  a  handfome  houfe  of  joiner's  work,  where  he  in- 
tends to  keep  a  ftore,  in  company  with  two  partners,  who  are  to  ma- 
nage this  concern,  to  have  a  fhare  of  the  profits,  and  to  a£l  as  his  agents 
in  every  branch  of  the  bufinefs.  A  llore  or  lliop  affords  here,  as  indeed 
it  does  all  over  America,  the  beft  income,  which  a  man  can  procure, 
who  incurs  a  confiderable  expence  in  forming  a  new  fcttlement.  Mr, 
Schreiber,  by  means  of  his  ftore,  obtains  all  the  money  back,  which  he 
expends  for  his  building,  &c.  He  fells  his  brandy  for  four  fhillings  and 
fixpence  a  quart,  rum  for  three  fliillings  and  fixpence,  flour  for  fixpencc 
a  pound,  and  ten  dollars  and  half  a  barrel,  for  which  he  pays  no  more 
than  feven  dollars.  The  profit,  he  obtains  by  the  fale  of  other  provifion, 
is  ftlll  more  confiderable.  The  land,  which  eighteen  months  ago  he  pur- 
chafed  for  one  dollar  an  acre,  cofls  now  three,  but  is  not  much  fought 
after.  The  prefent  fettlers  come  from  New  England  and  the  environs 
of  Albany. 

The  partners  of  Mr.  Schreiber  in  regard  to  his  {lore  arc  Dutchmen, 
like  himfelf.  Their  fhopman  is  a  mulatto,  who  at  the  fame  time  a<5ls 
as  phyfician  and  gardener,  and  feems  to  have  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. He  is  faid  to  be  a  brother  of  Mr.  Wf.ltii,  one  of  the  partners. 
Labourers'  wages  are  at  Rotterdam  four  Ihillings  a  day  with  board,  ar 
fix  fhillings  and  fixpence  without  it.  For  the  bread  for  our  own  con- 
fumption  we  paid  nine-pence  a  pound,  about  eighteen  French  fous  ;  its 
ufual  price  is  fixpence.  Frcfli  meat,  when  it  can  be  procured,  cofts  eight- 
pence  a  pound.  But  thefe  kinds  of  provifion  arc  fcarcc,  notwithftanding 
the  great  number  of  workmen,  employed  by  Mr.  Schreiber,  and  confe- 
quently  dear.  Fevers  are  as  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  in 
any  we  have  hitherto  traverfed, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Vanallen  found  here  an  opportunity  of  felling  his  whole  cargo,  as 
well  as  one  of  his  veflels,  but  at  a  lower  price  than  he  hoped  to  obtain. 
His  flour  he  fold  here  for  eight  dollars  a  barrel,  and  at  the  Ofwego-falls 
for  eight  dollars  and  a  quarter.     He  concluded  this  bargain  with  feveral 
fhop-kecpers,  and  as  it  took  up  the  whole  morning,  we  gained  fufficient 
time  to  vifit  a  Frenchman,  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  a  very 
fkilful  gardener.     Although  we  found  him  bufied  in  gathering  pota- 
toes and  onions,  yet  both  his  phyfiognomy  and  demeanour  marked  him 
as  a  man  of  fbme  diftindlion ;  and  we  {bon  learned  from  him,  that  not 
long  ago,  he  poffefled  a  vifcount's  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lifle, 
His  father  had  fpent  a  part  of  his  property ;  he  himfelf  was  rather  pro- 
digal, and  fold  for  this  reafon  his  fmall  eftate  for  twenty-four  thoufand 
livres,  before  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  to  try  his   fortune   with 
this  money  in  America.     Having  funk  this  fum  alfo,   in  imprudent  cn- 
terprifes  and  ufelefs  expence,  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  rcfort  to  agri- 
culture  for  his  livelihood.     His  name  is  Va tines,  and  he  has  already 
refided  three  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake   Oneida.     A  whole 
twelvemonth  he  pafled  with  the  Indians,  whom   he  highly  praifes,   and 
afterwards  refided  with  his  wife  alone  on  an  ifland  in  the  lake,  where  he 
cleared  about  twenty  acres  of  land.     About  fifteen  months  ago  he  fettled 
in  Rotterdam,  where  Mr.  Schreiber  fold  him  one  hundred  acres  on  very- 
fair  and  reafonable  terms.     By  his  own  confeffion,  the  A^arious  changes  of 
his  place   of  refidence,  have  been  regulated  by  the  inconftancy  of  his 
character,  rather  than  by  mature  deliberatibn.     He  i?  about  thirty  j^ars 
old,  fprightly,  obliging,  always  merry,  inured  to  labour,  and  never  trouble- 
fome  with   complaints  of  his  fate.     But  he  is  prejudiced  againft   the 
Americans,  on  account  of  their  unfair  dealings  in  the  courfe  of  bufinefs, 
as  he  fays,  and  efpecially,  becaufe  they  are  extremely  dull  and  melan- 
choly.    He  lives,  however,  on  very  good  terms  with  all  the   inhabitants 
of  Rotterdam  ;  though,  in  his  judgment,  they  are  even  worfe  than  other 
Americans.     He  affifts  them  in  their  bufmefs,  accepts  their  afliftance  in 
his  bufmefs,  and  fells  them  at  the  higheft  poffible  rate  the  produce  of  his 
fmall  garden,  which  is  well  cultivated  and  flocked  with  culinary  plants. 

He 
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He  was  extremely  pleafed  with  feeing  his  countrymen,  and  offered  us  all 
the  vegetables  in  his  garden,  without  accepting  a  lh.illing  in  return.  All 
liis  ideas  are  fixed  on  France,  and  on  the  moment,  when  peace  (hall  al- 
low him  to  return  into  a  country,  which  he  prefers  to  any  other.  Dry 
bread  in  France  he  would  not  exchange  for  property  and  wealth  in  any 
other  part  of  the  globe.  This  frame  of  mind  is  common  to  all  French- 
men. With  the  utmofi;  concern  he  enquired  after  news  relative  to  the 
armies  of  France  and  their  fucceffes.  To  judge  by  our  converfation  with 
him,  he  feems  to  poffefs  more  activity  than  judgment.  His  fentiments 
concerning  the  French  revolution  are  thofe  of  an  honeil  Frenchman.  He 
poffeffed  fome  books,  the  choice  of  which  was  much  to  his  credit — Mou- 
tefquieu,  Buffon,  Corneille,  and  a  great  -s  ariety  of  travels.  After  having 
made  away  with  his  jewels,  his  cloaths  and  his  linen,  he  was  at  lalt  obliged 
to  part  with  his  library  at  half  the  price,  which  they  would  have  fetched 
even  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  The  keeper  of  the  ftore  was  the  only 
man  within  a  fpace  of  two  hundred  miles,  who  could  procure  him  a  pur- 
chafer,  in  the  perfon  of  a  rich  Dutchman,  who  had  fettled  a  lew  miles 
from  Rotterdam.  We  wiflied  to  fee  Madame  Vatines  ;  flie  is  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  pretty  and  good  ;  her  eyes  are  beautiful ;  her 
look  has  much  fweetnefs  and  expreffion,  and  it  feems  that  flic,  like  many 
other  wives,  loves  her  hufband  with  more  tenderuefs,  than  he  returns. 
Nor  lliould  I  anywifc  be  furprifed,  if  the  expreffions  and  light  tone  of 
her  hufband  lliould  infpire  her  with  jealoufy,  although  he  appears  to  be 
much  attached  to  her.  She  is  mother  of  three  children,  the  oldcil  of 
whom  is  ten  years  old  ;  fhe  is  of  a  mild  and  cheerful  difpofition,  fcnfible 
and  judicious.  She  makes  hay,  bakes  bread,  cooks,  and  yet  her  hands 
are  very  handfome.  She  is  as  little  pleafed  with  America  as  her  hufband, 
efpccially  the  environs  of  Lake  Oneida ;  and  flie  encourages  him  in  the 
defire  of  refiding  at  leall  in  the  fame  place  with  fome  other  French  fa- 
milies. She  felt  much  plcafure  in  our  company,  and  enjoyed  with  us, 
llle  faid,  more  happinefs  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  than  fhe  would  with 
Americans,  if  flie  lived  ten  years  among  them.  This  fort  of  averfion,  or 
•this  diflike  of  Americans,  is   common  to  all  the  Frenchmen,  you  meet 
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with  in  this  part  of  the  globe.  However  roughly  they  may  have  been 
handled  by  fate,  they  demand  pleafmg  forms,  verfatility  of  expreffion, 
mildnefs,  chearfulnefs,  and  a  frank  and  open  demeanour.  Their  rafli- 
ncfs  in  forming  opinions,  and  their  prejudices,  never  leave  them.  Al- 
though they  may  without  injuftice  entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  out- 
ward appearance  of  the  Americans  is  lefs  pleafmg  than  ours ;  yet  they 
are  certainly  unjuft  in  contending,  that  they  are  lefs  honeft,  than  other 
people.  Nothing,,  that  has  come  within  my  obfervation,  can  juftify  fuch 
an  opinion.  We.  learned  from  Mr.  Vatines,  that  Mr.  Desjardins, 
and  not  the- Abbe  Desjardins,  as  we  were  told  at  Niagara,  had  bought  of 
Mr.  Macombe  of  Paris  three  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land,  along  the 
banks  of  the  Black  River  in  Hunger-bay,  in  company  with  two  other 
Frenchmen,  one  of'whom,  Mr.  Faron,  an  architect,  was  lately  drowned, 
in  croffing  the  Black  River.  They  are  now  furveying  thefe  lands,  on 
which  they  intend  to  fortn  large  fettlements.  Mr.  Desjardins  is  faid  to 
be  a  man  of  considerable  property ;  he  is  married,  and  at  prefent  en- 
gaged in  building  a  houfe  in  Albany.  AH  thefe  particulars  we  learned^ 
from  Mr.  Vatines,  whom  we  left  with  the  promife  of  a  mutual  kind  re- 
membrance. Rotterdam  ftands  on  the  borders  of  the  county  of  Herke- 
mer,  to  which  it  belongs. 
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Lake  Oneida  is  .twenty-eight  miles  in  length,  about  eighteen  of  which: 
remain  yet  to  be  croffed,  before  we  leave  it.  You  fee  not  one  building, 
or  any  fettlement  along  the  banks  of  the  lake,  excepting  a  farm-houfe, 
built  by  Mr.  Vandekamp  (the  fame  who  bought  Mr.  Vatines's  books), 
and  fituated  five  miles  from  Rotterdam.  Endlefs  forefts,  an  indifferent 
foil,  and  no  eminence,  appear  towards  the  north.  The  country  rifes 
more  fouthwards,  where  mountains  come  in  view,  at  the  diftance  often 
or  twelve  miles,  in.  a  direction  parallel  to  the  lake.  Thefe  mountains 
are  the  fame,  which  we  faw  on  Lake  Ontario,  on  our  way  from  King- 
fl;on  to  Ofwego.  Lake  Oneida  is  from  five  to  fix  miles  in  breadth.  On 
its  fouth-eaft  bank,  a  few  miles  from  the  fhore,  flands  the  Indian  vil- 
lage 
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lage  of  Oneida.  This  nation  is  now  engaged  in  condluding  a  treaty,  by 
which  it  is  to  fell  the  country,  fouth  of  Oncida-lake^  called  the  Oneida 
Refervation,  to  the  ftate  of  New  York.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty ;  all  I  know  is,  that  the  nation  are  to  retain  a 
tra(5l  of  land  of  twelve  fquare  miles  in  extent,  which  is  to  be  fecured  to 
them  by  all  pofTible  means,  together  viith  the  right  :of  a  free  fifhery  in 
the  lake.  But  a  few  years  ago,  the  Oneida  Indians  were  poffeffors  of 
the  immenfe  extent  of  country,  which  is  now  in  the-  hands  of  the  Ame- 
rican fpcculators  in  land.  That  tbefe  lands  fliould  coitie  into  fuch  hands, 
as  are  able  to  put  them  into  a  good  condition,  can  be  Ao  matter  of  regret, 
efpecially  as  the  Indians  confent  to  it.  But  might  iti  not  be  poffible,  to 
form  fettlements  amidfl  thefe  people,  to  civilize  thqm  by  agriculture, 
and  to  in{lru6l  them  by  example  ?  This  tribe,  it  is-;  aflcrted,  cncrcafcs 
rather  than  decreafcs  in  numbers.  If  this  were  trut,  it  would  be  the 
only  inftance  among  all  the  Indian  nations,  yet.  known,  and  defcrve  en- 
couragement. Civilization  is  faid  to  have  already,  ;in  fome  meafurc, 
gained  ground  among  the  Indians,  and  agriculture  to  have  reached  a 
higher  degree  of  perfeftion  with  them  than  in  any  oth,er  tribe.  The  ne- 
gociations,  we  were  informed,  meet,  however,  with  obftruftions,  which 
are  likely  to  impede  a  fuccefsful  iflue.  General  Schuyler,  who  con- 
duds  them  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  v,\k>  intends  to  pur- 
chafe  all  the  land  on  his  own  account,  experiences  I'ftrong  oppofition 
from  Timothy  Pickering,  the  Secretary  of  State,  A\ho  is  faid  to  be 
difpleafed,  that  he  himfelf  cannot  come  in  for  a  fhard  in  the  propofcd 
indemnification.  Thefe  particulars,  which  I  have  ftom  perfons,  who 
think  thcmfelvcs  well-informed,  may  yet  be  mere  fcandalous  reports, 
although  they  Cdrry  no  improbability  with  them.* 

We  counted  on  advancing  a  few  miles  on  the  Wood-creek,  before  \\c 
fliould  flop,  when  we  fell  in  with  our  company  from  Albany,  who  had 
halted  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake.     A  fit  of  the  ague  had  obliged  Mr.  Van 

*  Tlie  negociations,  mentioned  by  tlic  author,  aflually  led  to  tlic  treaty  of  nPS,  liy 
which  the  Oneida  nation  fold  the  Oneida  refervation  to  tlic  flatc  of  New  York,  for  an 
annuity  of  three  thoufand  five  liundrcd  and  fifty-two  dollars. — Trimfl. 
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Renfeker  to  put  a  period  to  this  day's  journey  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. The  gentlemen  propofed  ta  us,  to  ftop  llkewife  ;  our  conductor 
accepted  the  propofal,  and  our  iconfcnt  was  a  matter  of  courfe.  We 
paiTed  the  night  in  fcratching,  rather  than  in  fleep  ;  for  the  marangouins 
and  other  fmall  gnats  are  more  numerous  and  troublefome,  along  the 
banks  of  the  Wood-creek,  .than  in  any  other  part  of  thefe  Avildernefles. 
We  were  obliged  to  fend  for' water,  to  a  fpring,  which  was  known  to  the 
people  on  board  our  veflel-,  biut«fel8we'miles  diftant.  This  water,  though 
bad  in  itfelf,  was  excellent  in  comparlfon  with  the  muddy,  mephitic  and 
ftagnant  water  of  Wood-creek,  and,  "vyith  rum,  was  drinkable.  Our  din- 
ner conllffccd  of  fome  potatoes,  whiA  were  left  from  our  laft  meal  at 
Rotterdam;  we  had  plenty  of  bifcuit*;  and  although  we  were  badly  off 
in  every  refpeft,  yet  we  fouiid,  that  things  might  be  worfe. 

CANADA  CREEK. 

Wood-creek  is  the  fmall  ftreain  of  Lake  Oneida ;  at  its  mouth  it  is 
fcarce  fixteen  yards  in  breadth,  andtforaewhat  farther  up  hardly  eight.  The 
courfe  of  this  creek  being  a  continued  fcrpentine  winding,  the  diftance 
from  its  fourcc  to  the  mouth,  wfticlv  in  a  ftraight  line  is  ellimated  at 
forty  miles,  is  trebled  by  thefe  menders.  It  is  under  contemplation  to 
conftru6l  a  canal,  intended  to  cut-off  fcveral  of  thefe  windings,  and  to 
retain  a  part  of  its  prefent  channel:  The  moderate  mafs  of  water,  con- 
tained in  this  fiiream,  is  alfo"  obftrufted-by  a  conflderablc  number  of  trees, 
rooted  out  and  fwept  along  by  the  ftream  in  fpring  and  autumn,  when  it 
overflows  its  banks.  It  is  with  great  difficulty  a  vcflel  works  her  way 
through  thefe  incumbrances.  This  lluggilh  river  has  probably  taken  its 
name  from  the  great  number-of  trunks  of  trees,  which  obllruftthe  naviga- 
tion, and  rot  in  the  water;  for,  otherwife,  it  has  no  better  claim  to  the  name 
of  Wood-creek,  than  all  other  fmall  rivers  and  lakes  in  America,  which 
in  general  flow  through  woods.  This  navigation  is,  in  my  opinion,  far 
more  troublefome,  than  that  of  the  'Ofwego;  at  leaft  it  is  equally  fo  ;  and 
it  can  hardly  be  expe6led,  that  the  propofed  canal,  were  it  even  finlflied, 
and  kept  in  good  repair,  fliould  for  ever  remove  the  impediments,  which 
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obftruft  the  navigation.  Throughout  the  whole  courfe  i^f  this  creek/  it 
receives  only  the  waters  of  Canada  Creek ;  which,  excepting  for  two 
months  in  the  year,  difcharges  into  it  but  a  fn:iall  quantity  of  water.  But, 
in  fprlng,  it  rifes  in  fo  extraordinary  a  degree,  that  the  trees,  under 
which  wc  arc  now  paffing  along,  and  the  branches  of  which  hang  two 
feet  above  our  heads,  were,  lail  May,  covered  with  water  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  fame  veffel,  in  w^hich  we  now  find  ourfelves,  at  that  time 
pafled  over  the  trees,  without  noticing  their  cxiftencc. 

On  the  arrival  of  veflels  in  Canada  Creek,  they  muil  be  unloaded  to 
pafs  nine  or  ten  miles  farther,  the  laft  two  bf  which  cannot  be  paffed  at 
all,  if  the  miller,  who  poffcfles  a  mill  at  the  entrance  of  the  creek,  allow- 
not  his  water  to  flow  into  the  creek,  which  he  fometimes  refufes.  The 
cargoes  of  the  veflds  are  tranfported  in  waggons,  about  ten  or  eleven 
miles ;  the  paffengers  travel  over  the  fame  ground,  as  they  choofe,  or  as 
they  can.  The  veflels  themfelves,  when  they  have  approached  the  fourcc 
of  Wood-creek  within  one  or  two  miles,  arc  put  on  waggons,  to  pafs 
the  interval,  which  feparates  the  lake,  we  have  juft  left  from  Mohawk 
Kiver,  where  they  are  launched  agaia. 

Although  our  party  had  formed  t^e  bold  refolution  of  pufhing  on  to 
the  head  of  Mohawk  River,  we  halted  at  Canada  Creek,  refolved  to  let 
the  vcflel  proceed  onwards  in  moonlhine,  and  to  purfue,  ourfelves,  the 
voyage  on  the  next  morning  at  break  of  day.  The  foil  was  all  along  of 
a  black  colour  and  excellent  quality  ;  although  it  did  not  cover  the  rocky 
ground  to  any  conflderable  depth. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  our  navigation  on  the  Wood-creek,  twenty- 
four  miles  in  length,  we  faw  not  one  building,  and  found  but  one  fpring, 
called  Oakorchard,  which  was  four  minutes  filling  a  fmall  glafs,  and 
the  water  of  which  was  but  of  a  middling  quality. 

FORT  STANWIX. 

In  the  evening  we  generally  fay,  we  fhall  be  awake  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. But  this  frequently  not  being  the  cafe,  a  fatiguing  journey  is  pro- 
traced  in  a  tedious  manner,  and  a  good  night-lodging  is  more  feldom 
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obtained  in  a  country,  where  in  general  fuch  lodging  is  exceedingly  rare. 
This  inconvenience,  however,  cannot  poffibly  be  avoided  by  a  numerous 
party,  compofcd  of  people  labouring  under  infirmities  and  fond  of  eafe. 
Our  veflcls  had  not  yet  ftarted  at  fix  in  the  morning  ;  the  waggons  had 
not  yet  arrived ;  and  it  was  feven  o'clock  before  we  left  Mr.  Gil- 
bert's inn,  which  Ave  found  tolerably  good,  and  which  would  have  been 
much  better,  had  our  company  been  lefs  numerous.  Rotterdam  we  had 
left  full  of  fick  people  ;  we  were  now  about  fifty  miles  from  it,  had  feen 
no  other  houfe  ;  and  the  firfl:  we"fentered  was  no  lefs  an  infirmary.  The 
landlady,  the  maid,  the  man-fervant,  were  all  indifpofed  with  the  ague, 
and  the  few  neighbours  of  the  inn  were  in  the  fame  fituation,  as  the 
Gilbert  family.  The  land  along  Wood-creek,  which  is  not  of  2;reat 
value,  being  fubje6l  to  inundation,  cofts  three  dollars  the  acre.  The 
price  of  that  about  Gilbert's  houfe  is  five  dollars,  and  it  is  but  of  mid- 
dling quality.  The  coilftru6i:ion  of  the  canal  induces  the  proprietors  to 
raife  the  price  of  the  land,  though  it  is  not  frequently  fought  after ;  and 
in  truth,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  how  any  one  can  be  tempted  to  in- 
habit the  banks  of  this  mifcrable  creek.  Mefirs.  Van  Renfelaer  and  Van- 
alien,  the  two  fick  members  of  our  party,  made  the  tour  on  horfcback ; 
Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Stouts,  and  myfclf,  travelled  on  foot ;  and  Dupetit- 
thouars,  paffionately  fond  of  vcfi^els  and.  navigation,  followed  the  boats  to 
help  them  along.  Since  we  began  to  travel  together,  not  a  moment  has 
pafiTed,  but  I  have  congratulated  myfelf  on  my  travelling  in  his  company  ; 
he  is  the  moft  quiet,  cheerful,  and  pleafant  companion  ;  he  plays  with 
children,  converfes  with  exquifite  fenfe  with  men,  who  deferve  his  notice  ; 
drinks  with  officers,  and  rows  with  feamen- — ever  brave,  ever  fimplc,  and 
for  this  reafon  profpering,  in  fome  meafure,  every  where. 

The  whole  trad:  of  country,  through  which  this  river  flows,  from 
•one  extremity  to  the  other,  is  called  Fort  Stanwix,  and  takes  its  name 
from  a  fort,  erected  for  the  proteftion  of  the  communication  between 
the  two  ends  of  the  river.  Colonel  St.  Leger,  in  order  to  attack  this 
fort,  attempted  the  difficult  navigation  of  Wood- creek,  fiiill  more  ob- 
ilrudtcd  by  the  trees,  which  the  Americans  had  purpofcly  tlirown  into 
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the  ftrcam.  He  fuccecded  in  penetrating  to  the  fort,  which  he  befieced, 
but  the  intcUigence  of  the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  put  a 
ipcedy  end  to  the  fiege.  I  learned  from  General  Simcoe,  that  on  this 
retreat  the  Englifli  troops  loft  more  men  from  the  Indians  firing  on  them, 
than  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Americans.  We  halted  on  the  fpot  where 
"Wood-creek  entirely  ceafes  to  be  navigable,  very  near  to  its  fource. 

The  inn  of  Air.  Sterney  was  full  of  people  indifpofed  with  the  ague. 
The  whole  neichbourhood  was  crowded  with  others  in  the  fame  condi- 
tion ;  and,  by  his  account,  numbers  of  travellers  are  daily  arriving,  who 
have  not  efcaped  the  influence  of  the  tainted  air  and  of  the  contagion, 
which  prevails  in   the   diftricH;  of  Geneflce.     Within  this  laft  fortnight 
the  flux   has  joined   the  fever,  already  fufliciently  dreadful  in  itfelf ;  it 
rages  with  all  the  violence  of  an  epidemical  dlfeafe,  and   carries  off  a 
great  many  people.      At  every  door,  at  which   we  flopped,  we  obferved 
the  fame  yellow  palenefs  in  every  face,  and  received  the  fame  accounts. 
Having,  at  length,  reached  the  place  on  the  river  Mohawk,  where  wc 
were  to  embark,  we  found  Mr.  Renfelaer  in  a  fit  of  the  ague.     An  hour 
after,  arrived  the  mate  of  Mr.  Vanallen's  vefl"el,  feized   with   the    fame 
illnefs,  and  laft  of  all  came  Dupetitthouars,  the  Hercules  of  our  party,  com- 
plaining of  pains  in  his  limbs,  head-ache,  and  cold  fliiverings.     The  poor 
man  had  felt  thefe  fymptoms  thefc  tv.o  days,  but  concealed  it  from  me, 
lefl:  I  fliould  repeat  my  earneft  entreaties  to  him,  not  to  undergo  fuch  ex- 
ceflive  fatigue.      Every  one  of  our  party,  who  felt  not  quite  fick,  began 
now  to  examine,  whether  he  were  not  deceived  in  his  opinion  of  being 
well;  the  fear  of  being  attacked  by  the  univerfal  contagion  was  openly  con- 
feflfed  ;  and  the  whole  converfatlon  turned  upon  the  means  of  cfcaping  it, 
on  the  molt  wholefomc  food,  and  the  beft  remedies.     Our  whole  day  was 
fpent  in  this  inanner ;  for  our  A'cfl^els,  which  had  fet  out  at  fcvcn  o'clock 
in  the   morning,   did  not  arrive  until  nine  in  the  evening.     The   great 
number  of  the  fick  in  the  country,  attention  to  the  patients  of  our  ovvn 
party,  and  the  waiting  for  the  veflcls,  prevented  me  from  colleding  in- 
formation.    What  little  intelligence  1  obtained  is  as  follows  : — The  land 
on  the  Mohawk  Pwiver  coils  five  dollars  an  acre.     The  fcttkrs   in  this 

townlhip. 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  EOCHEl'OUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  357 

townfliip,  which  was  formed  fix  or  feven  years  ago,  come  moll:  of  them 
from  Conneftlcut ;  among  theie  are  many  Methodifts,  Baptifts  and 
Eplfcopalians ;  but  the  major  part  are  Prefbyterians.  Divine  fervice  is 
performed  in  private  houfes,  and  pretty  regularly  attended ;  but  from 
want  of  preachers  all  the  prayers  are  read  fucceffively  by  a  member  of  the 
congregation ;  and  in  this  confifts  the  whole  fervice. 

MAYER'S  TAVERN.— MOHAWK  RIVER. 

I  had  cherifhed  a  hope,  thatDupetitthouars'sfiifFerings  would  be  finiflied 
in  half  a  day,  and  that  this  would  be  the  only  punifhment  for  the  excef- 
five  fatigue,  which  he  had  very  imprudently  undergone.  But  the  ague 
has  adiually  made  its  appearance,  with  all  the  lymptoms  which  charac- 
terize this  malady.  Our  fituation  is  extremely  unpleafant,  unprovided 
as  we  are  with  any  means  of  affiftance.  Although  exhaufted  by  fatigue, 
and  fcorched  by  the  fun,  from  which  nothing  can  protedl  us  in  this 
vexatious  veffel,  avc  have  yet  not  been  in  a  bed  for  thefe  eight  days  paft. 
Independently  of  my  apprehenfion  for  my  companion,  I  mofl  devoutly 
wifh  to  fee  the  end  of  this  paflage,  and  yet  our  arrival  in  Albany  is  con- 
tinually delayed  by  new  obftruftions.  The  navigation  of  the  Mohawk  Ri- 
ver is  fortunately  not  like  that  of  the  rivers,  we  have  pafTcd  lately.  We  de- 
fcend  gently  with  the  ftream  ;  and  although  its  channel  is  in  fome  places 
obftnifted  with  trees,  yet  they  may  be  eafily  cleared.  It  receives  many 
fmall  creeks  and  fprings,  the  water  of  which  is  excellent ;  for  thefe  four 
days  paft  we  had  not  met  with  any  tolerable  water.  The  foil  is  good  all 
along  the  way  we  have  travelled,  but  grows  better,  in  proportion  as  you 
proceed  to  a  greater  diftance  from  the  fource  of  the  ftream.  The  fettle- 
ments  are  more  numerous,  efpccially  on  the  right  bank.  Ten  miles  far- 
ther on,  they  begin  likewife  to  be  fo  on  the  left  bank  ;  and  here  the  com- 
munication between  the  fettlers  on  both  fides  is  kept  up  by  wooden 
bridges.  Ten  miles  from  Fort  Stanwix,  the  price  of  land  is  from  five  to 
fix  dollars  per  acre.  A  great  part  is  leafed  out  for  life  ;  the  leifec  agrees 
to  pay  the  proprietor  a  certain  fum  per  acre,  as  long  as  he   cultivates  it. 

The 
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The  kale  is  generally  granted  for  three  lives,  which  he  can  choofe  at, 
pleafure,  or  for  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of  his  children.  The  man,  in 
whofe  houfe  we  breakfafted,  holds  one  hundred  acres  by  this  tenure, 
but  not  from  the  firft  owner;  and  thus  without  having  had  the  right  of 
choofmg  the  lives,  the  duration  of  which  is  to  determine  the  period  of. 
his  leafe.  Only  nineteen  acres  have  been  yet  cleared,  for  he  fettled  here 
only  fifteen  months  ago.  Ten  of  thefe  acres,  which  are  fown  with 
wheat,  yield  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  bufliels  an  acre  ;  a  produce,  which 
affords  him  not  only  fubfiftence,  but  alfo  a  fufficient  overplus  to  pay  his 
rent. 

SCHUYLERTOWN. 

The  fettlement  of  Schuylcrtown  is  the  moll  confiderabic  we  have 
hitherto  fcen,  fince  we  left  Wilkfbarre.  It  is  a  traft  of  country  popu- 
loufly  fettled,  rather  than  an  infant  fettlement ;  though  its  occupation 
commenced  but  in  i;85.  The  land,  which  at  that  time  coft  a  few 
pence  the  acre,  and  three  years  ago  no  more  than  five  dollars,  is  now  fold, 
not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  but  alfo  fifteen  miles  beyond  it, 
for  nineteen  or  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  General  Schuyler  and  Dr. 
Blight  are  the  original  proprietors  of  a  great  part  of  thefe  lands,  which 
they  purchafed  from  the  Hate.  A  road  from  Albany  to  the  difi:ri(?t  of 
GenclTce,  which  runs  by  this  to\\'n,  occafions  a  number  ot  perfons  to  pafs 
this  way,  befidc  thofe  who  come  by  water.  Colonifts  from  New  Eng- 
land form  the  moft  confiderabic  part  of  the  population  of  this  rich  and 
opulent  fettlement.  The  land  is  excellent,  and  yields,  per  acre,  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  bufhels  of  grain.  Day-labourers  are  Ciifily  obtained; 
their  wages  are  generally  four  fhillings  a  day,  and  fix  iliilUngs  in  harveft. 
Wheat  is  cut  with  the  fickle.  The  harvefi:  turns  out  plentiful,  tliis  year ; 
and  the  price  of  Hour,  which  was  hitherto  nine  dollars  a  barrel,  has  al- 
ready gotten  down.  The  inhabitants  arc  bufied  in  gathering  in  their 
crops  ;   and  the  country  has  an  appearance  of  profperity  and  plenty. 

The  town  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfcs,  many  of 
which  arc  well    built ;   of  two  churches,  one  belonging  to   the   Prefby- 
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^erlahs,  who  are  the  mofl  numerous,  and  the  other  to  niemtiers  of' the 
Epifcopal  church.     The  other  fe6i;s  have  churches  in'  the  furrounding 
country.     This  town  Is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Herkertier,  which, 
ijy  the  laft  computation,  contained  twenty-five  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  twenty-three  inhabitants.*     Both  the  jail   and   Court-houfe   were 
built  three  years  ago  ;  and  rates  have,  but  very  lately,  been  afiefifed,  to 
reimburfe  the  expence.     The  quotas  of  the  inhabitants  are  raifed  on  the 
fame  principles,  as  all  other  taxes,  and  are  very  trifling.     The'  aggregate 
'  film  of  all  the  taxes  artiounts  fcarcely  to  fixpence  in  the  pound.     One  or 
two  paupers,  fupported  by  voluntary  contributions,  conftitute  the  whole 
burthen  upon  the  charity  of  the  townfhip.     The  roads  are   good ;  the 
country  is  beautifully  pleafant,  and  almoft  entirely  cleared.     Cattle  are 
reared  in  great  numbers.     Frefh  meat  may  be  had  at  all  times,  and  cofts 
fixpence  a  pound.     One  grift-mill  and  three  faw-mills  within  a  Ipace  of 
four  miles  around  the  town,  promote  its  profperity.     All  the  provifion, 
'which  is  not    confumed   in   the  country,  in  winter  is   fent  to  Albany. 
The  number  of  houfesxnay  be  augmented  in  the  town,  but  the  proipe- 
rous  and  flourifhing  condition   of  the  country  admits  of  hardly  any  en- 
creafe.      All  the  lands  along  the  Mohawk  River  are  of  a  very  good  qua- 
lity ;  the  uncleared  parts  bear  none  but  found  and  large  trees,  and  the 
ground  under  cultivation  is  extremely  produftive.    The  country  is  every- 
where high,  healthful,  w^ell.  watered,  and  doubtlefs  one  of  the  fineft  parts 
of  the  United  States.     Intermittent  fevers  are   not   more  frequent  herc^, 
than  in  all  healthy  and  fettled  countries ;  few  perfons  are  afflided  with 
that  dlftemper,  but  the  flux  is  at  this  time  making  fome  ravages  among 
the  inhabitants. 

GERMAN  FLATS.. 

The  German  Flats  are  ftill  more  beautiful,  than  the  country  about 
Schuylertown.     This  eftablifliment  v/as  formed  about  eighty  years  ago. 

*  The  county  of  Herkemer  contains,  by  the  ftate  cenfus  of  I7if6,  twenty-five  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  feventy-three  inhabitants,  of  whom  four  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fixty-one  are  eledors. — Tranjlator. 

Dutchmen 
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Dutchmen  and  Germans  were  the  firft  fettlers.  Since  that  time  other 
famUies  from  Germany  and  Holland  have  joined  the  ancient  colonifts, 
and  numerous  fettlers  continue  to  arrive  from  thofc  parts,  as  well  as 
other  European  countries.  The  German  tongue  and  German  manners 
have  been  preferved  among  the  families  of  the  original  planters.  Yet  this 
language  is  not  exclufively  the  fpeech  of  the  diftricft,  as  in  Reading  and 
Lancafter,  The  German  Plats  are  famous  throughout  America,  on  ac- 
count of  their  fertility.  The  fruitful  foil  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in 
depth  ;  the  eminences,  which  bound  thefe  low  grounds,  poffefs  the  fame 
foil ;  many  of  them  are  high  mountains,  cultivated  up  to  the  fummits, 
which  in  fome  places  are  crowned  with  beautiful  meadows.  The  ftaplc 
commodity  is  wheat ;  but  Indian-corn,  buck- wheat,  water-melons,  and 
gourds,  are  alfo  cultivated.  All  plants  are  here  of  an  uncommon  fize,  and 
a  peculiar  flavour,  efpecially  potatoes.  They  are  my  favourite  food,  when 
I  am  on  a  journey  ;  efpecially  at  prefent,  when  they  are  the  only  frefli 
vegetables,  which  can  be  had.  Moreover,  they  feem  to  be  prophylaxies 
in  the  febrific  atmofphere,  in  which  we  arc  travelling.. 

Some  lands  in  the  Flats,  clofe  to  the  river,  would  not  be  fold  for  lefs 
than  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  Cattle  are 
here  neither  numerous  nor  of  a. fine  breed.  Horfes  are  reared  in  the 
greateft  number  ;  but  thofe  I  have  fecn  arc  not  remarkable  for  beauty  ; 
feveral  of  them  are  put  to  a  waggon  by  the  farmers.  The  harvefi:  is  un- 
commonly plentiful ;  and  it  is  here  fpeedily  houied,  as  labourers  may  be 
eafily  procured.  But,  what  a  ditlcrcnce  between  the  grave  affiduity  of 
this  people,  and  the  cheerful,  merry,  and  melodious  aftivity  of  our  reapers 
in  France  !  The  harveil  is  and  was  there  a  fcaft,  a  time  of  plcafure  as  of 
bleffings.  All  were  content.  Old  people  and  children,  man  and  wife, 
young  men  and  girls,  all  participated  in  this  univcrfal,  real,  nolfy.  and 
contagious  mirth,  which,  far  from  interrupting  the  labour,  infpiritcd  tlic 
labourers  to  greater  zeal  and  exertion.  The  time  of  hay-making  and 
the  vintage — what  an  unlverfal  joy,  charming  giddlncfs,  and  delight- 
ful fpeftacle,  did  they  not  afford,  fit  to  enrapture  tlie  oldeft  brea^l: ! 
What  nation  undcrftands  better   to  enjoy  happincls,   than  the   amiable 

French  ? 
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French  ?     Ah  !  am  I  never  to  celebrate  a  hiirvell-home  but  on  a  foreign 
foil  ? 

The  corn  in  the  German  Flats,  although  uncommonly  fine,  would  be 
fliU  finer,  if  the  field:^  were  cultivated  with  more  cafe  ;  the  farmers  gene- 
rally negledl  to  free  them  from  weeds  in  fpring.  Noxious  plants  Ihoot  up, 
therefore,  more  copioufly,  in  proportion  as  the  foil  is  richer,  and  obftrudl 
the  growth  of  the  corn.  The  form  of  tlie  fields,  the  expanfe  of  the  banks  of 
the  river^  and  the  fwelling  hills  and  mountains,  offer  a  delightful  variegated 
profpedt,  the  charms  of  which  are  heightened  by  the  numerous  buildings 
Interfperfed,  of  various  forms  and  colours.  To  an  extent  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
miles,  the  right  bank  forms  an  uninterrupted  village,  of  a  confiderabia 
depth.  Fevers  are  not  frequent  here  ;  but  the  flux  carries  off,  at  prefent, 
humbcis  of  people.  The  heat  is  in  truth  exceffive,  and  the  fun,  which 
darts  piercing  rays,  remains  long  above  the  horizon.  The  heat  is  altogether 
intolerable,  expofed  as  we  are  to  it  in  an  open  veffel  ;  and  the  nights  are 
nearly  as  troublefome  as  the  days.  Never  are  they  cooled  by  the  flightefl 
breeze,  and  they  are  ftill  warm  widi  the  fultry  heat  of  the  preceding  day, 
when  the  fun  rifes  again.  This  is  the  hottefl:  weather,  I  have  ever  ex- 
perienced. My  thermometer  ftands  in  the  fhadc  generally  at  ninety- 
three  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-feven  one-ninth  Reaumur). 

THE  CANAL  AND  LITTLE  FALLS  TOWNSHIP.— PALATINE. 

Seven  miles  from  the  German  Flats  are  the  L-ittle  Falls,  \\hich  again 
Dccafion  a  land-carriage  of  three- fourths  of  a  mile.  Thefe  falls  are  mere 
violent  rapids  ;  fevcral  rocks  of  different  fize  narrow  the  channel  of  the 
ftream  ;  the  confequent  agitation  of  the  water  occafions  a  foam,  and  in- 
terrupts the  navigation.  The  adjacent  country,  two  miles  abo^e  and 
below  the  rapids,  is  alfo  full  of  rocks.  The  foil  is  fand}-,  fwampy,  and 
rocky;  fuch  is  the  nature  of  this  fpot,  a  ftdin  of  the  fincft  country  in 
the  world.  Immediately  after  yoix  have  paficd  this  vein  of  ftone,  thd 
land  is  again  as  beautiful  and  fertile  as  before. 

For  thefe  three  years  paft,  the  people  have  beeji  btrficdin  conftru^'ling  a 

3  A  canal. 
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canal,  wTiich  runs  along  the  banks  of  the  rapids,  and  is  intended  to  re- 
move the  impediments,  that  interrupt  the  navigation.  A  company  ot 
gentlemen  of  confiderable  property,  fupported  by  a  great  number  of  fub- 
fcribers,  have  entered  upon  this  undertaking,  and  but  A'crv  lately  ob- 
tained a  powerful  aid-  from  the  Legiflature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  has  fubfcribed  largely  for  this  enterprife.  The  canal,  it  is  afferted,. 
is  to  be  finifhed  this  year  ;  and  wearc  affured,  that  it  will  be  accomplilhcd 
very  ibon.  The  work  is,  however,  inmy  judgment,  but  little  adA'anced  ; 
although  the  w"hole  length  amounts  to  no  more  than  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  ;  the  progrefs  is  very  flow;  and  a  rock  is  to  be  cut  through.  The 
Hones,  which  are  dug  out,  are  partly  made  ufe  of  for  erediing  a  w^all  three 
feet  in  height  on  both  fides  of  the  canal.  This  wall  is  again  covered  with 
earth,  which  is  alfo  thrown  againft  it  on  both  fides,  fo  that  it  forms  a 
dam,  the  top  of  which  is  eight  feet  in  width,  and  the  flope  about  thirty. 
As  neither  mortar  nor  any  other  cement  is  ufed  in  eredling  the  wall,  it 
remains  with  me  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  water  will  not  find  its 
way  through  the  dam,  and  do  mifchief.  At  the  beginning  of  the  canal 
two  locks  have  been  conftrufted,  which  are  completely  finifUed,  except 
that  the  doors  arc  not  )Xt  hung.  Thefe  locks  are  built  all  of  wood,  the 
foundation  as  well  as  the  fides,  and  the  workmanfl:iip,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  is  very  good  ;  but  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  why  no  ftones  are 
made  ufe  of  in  the  conftrucilion  of  this  work,  as  they  abound  in  the  fur- 
rounding  country.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  workmen  arc  conftantly  em- 
ployed at  the  canal,  \\ho  receive  each  fix  fliillings  a  day,  without  board. 
Thefe  workmen  are  divided  into  certain  companies  ;  a  great  number  of 
them  arc  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  but  many  are  alfo  Inlhmen 
newly  arrived,  nay  Irilh  convidls,  whofe  condudl  is  far  from  being  bene- 
ficial to  the  country. 

The  town  of  Little  Falls  coniifts  of  about  fifty  \%ell-built  houfcs.  A 
corn-mill  of  an  excellent  conftru(flion,  and  a  faw-mill,  have  been  crciflcd 
on  thefe  rapids. 

After  a  navigation  of  twenty  miles,  our  'Squire  flopped  near  a  houfc, 
v/hich,  by  his  account,  was  fully  adequate  to  indemnify  us  for  the  incon- 
v^  -  veuicncifs 
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\-enIencies  we  had  fuftained  the  preceding  nights.  But  nothing  at  all 
was  to  be  had  ;  a  whole  hour  elapfed  before  we  were  able  to  obtain  a  bed 
for  Dupetitthouars,  wliofe  illncfs  grew  conftantly  worfe.  The  floor  was 
affigned  to  us  for  a  refting  place  ;  more  we  could  not  obtain.  This 
place  belongs  to  the  townfliip  of  Palatine  ;  it  is  feated  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  poffefles  the  fame  foil,  and  the  fame  honeft,  flow,  and  dirty 
Germans  for  inhabitants.  This  fettlement  was  formed  about  feventy 
years  ago. 

SKENECTADY. 

My  patient  felt  much  relieved  after  an  emetic  I  had  given  him  the 
preceding  evening  ;  we  w^ere  obliged  to  wake  him  at  four  o'clock,  as 
we  wilhed  to  arrive  at  an  early  hour  at  Skenedlady,  The  day  pafl^ed,  in 
regard  to  our  patient,  better  than  we  expedled,  "as  we  entered  the  port 
without  his  having  been  attacked  by  another  fit  of  the  fever.  We  had, 
therefore,  ground  to  hope,  that  tiie  dreadful  fits,  which  he  had  fufliained, 
were  merely  the  confequences  of  exceflive  fatigue.  We  ftoppcd  at  Ca- 
fialmgi,  which  is  another  German  fettlement.  The  information  above 
detailed  applies  likewife  to  this  place,  even  in  regard  to  the  prices  of  com- 
modities. Water-melons  and  gourds  are  here  al'fo  fbwn,  either  with  In- 
dian corn,  or  by  themfelves,  and  are  employed  to  great  advantage  in  feed- 
ing the  cattle,  during  the  five  or  fix  months  in  which  they  muft  necef- 
farily  be  kept  in  the  fl:able.  The  Heffian  fly  is  yet  unknown  in  this 
fortunate  country.  The  land  is  fo  good,  as  not  to-  ftand  in  need  of  ma- 
nure. The  prefent  occupier  has  lived  thirty-four  years  on  this  eftate, 
and  neA'cr  laid  dung  on  more  than  fix  acres  of  his  landsj  which  he  ma- 
nured thirty  years  ago  very  flightly. 

After  having  pafl^ed  the  fettlement,  which  formerly  belonged  to 
W.  Johnston,  ancient  Englifli  Direftor-general  of  Indian  affairs, 
whofe  eftates  were  confifcatcd  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  bccaufe  he 
declared  himfelf  againfi:  the  Americans,  we  at  length  reached  Skcnec- 
tady,  the  end  of  our  navigation.  Johnfi:own  is  the  capital  of  the  county 
of  Montgomery,  which  contains  about  thirty  thoufand -inhabitants.   Ske- 

3  A.  2  "^       nedady 
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ne<5lady  is  a  fmall  town,  as  old  as  Albany,  and  containing  moftly  old 
houfcs,  built  in  the  Dutch  ftyle,  which  give  it  altogether  the  appearance 
ot"  an  ancient  Eviropean  city.  The  Mohawk  River,  which  is  here  clofely 
hemmed  in,  takes  a  large  fweep  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town  ;  and  a  cata- 
ract renders  the  navigation  impoffible.  You  here  quit  the  veflel,  and 
proceed  by  land  to  Albany.  The  poffibility  of  conftruding  a  canal,  hy 
which  the  falls  as  well  as  other  impediments  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mo- 
hawk River  may  be  avoided,  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands ;  and  plans,  it 
is  aflerted,  are  in  contemplation,  to  facilitate  the  painful  paflage  we  have 
jufl  made,  and  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  occafional  land-carriage. 
This  would  be  a  great  and  ufeful  undertaking,  equally  honourable  and 
advantageous  for  the  State  of  New  York.  Veffels  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
tons  burthen,  it  is  faid,  might  be  employed  in  this  navigation,  which 
would  thus  become  an  outlet,  far  preferable  to  that  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence,  which  admits  of  only  boats  of  three  or  four  tons  burthen. 
We  heard  it  reported  in  Upper  Canada,  it  is  true,  that  with  an  expcnce 
of  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  llerling  an  uninterrupted 
navigation  might  be  opened  from  London  to  Niagara.  But  indepen- 
dently of  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  being  a 
pretty  large  fum,  the  whole  project  is  the  work  of  an  adventurer,  whofc 
wifhes  are  eafily  converted  into  hopes,  and  whofe  hopes  fpcedily  mature 
to  opinions,  the  erroneoufnefs  of  which  frequently  time  only  developes. 

The  information,  which  I  was  able  to  colled;  refpe^fling  Skened:ady, 
IS  as  follows.  The  fcttlcment  was  originally  formed  by  Brabanters,  in  the 
year  1 602  :  but  in  later  times  moft  of  the  colonifts  arrived  from  New 
England  ;  and  fo  they  do  at  prefent.  Two  thirds  of  the  territory  of  Ske- 
nct^ady,  which  comprifts  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  fquare  miles, 
ai'c  already  cleared ;  the  good  foil  is  five  feet,  and  on  eminences  two  feet 
in  depth  ;  good  land  yields  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bufhcls  of  wheat 
an  acre  ;  land  of  inferior  quality  from  twelve  to  fifteen ;  agriculture,  as 
"vyell  as  the  price  of  provifion,  is  much  the  fame  as  in  the  more  ad- 
vanced parts  ;  winter  lafts,  in  regard  to  agricultural  operations,  from  No- 
vcniber  till  April  j  the  grain  fufFers  but  very  fcldom,  and  in  a  trifling 

degree. 
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degree,  front  the  HelTiaa  fly,  and  trom  Wights ;  the  climate  is  healthy  ; 
the  uiual  mart  for  the  produdion  of  the  country  is  Albany.  The  Epif- 
copal  is  the  prevalent  religion  ;  although  the  town  contains  alfo  a  church 
for  German  Lutherans,  and  mie  tor  Prefbyterians.  The  Germans  were 
alio  the  moil  liberal  benefadors  to  the  inftitution  of  a  college,  which  was 
incorporated  laft  year  (1794),  and  the  property  6f  which,  raifed  by  fub- 
fcriptions  and  otlier  means,  amounts  already  to  forty-two  thoufand  tw9 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars,  and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  acres  of 
land,  given  by  the  Hates*. 

Skenedady  is  the  emporium  as  well  for  the  provifion,  which  comes 
down  the  Mohawk  River,  defigned  for  Albany,  as  for  the  merchandize, 
which  from  the  ftores  at  Albany  is  tranfmitted  to  tlie  countries,  inter- 
fered by  the  Mohawk  River  and  other  ftreams,  flowing  into  the  former 
as  far  as  the  diftrid  of  Geneflee.  The  townfliip  of  Skeneftady  contains 
about  three  thoufand  five  hundred  foulsf .  It  is  the  frontier-town  of  the 
county  of  Albany  towards  Montgomery.  The  capital  of  this  county  is 
Albany  ;  the  county  of  Albany  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, of  whom  two  thoufand  five  hundred  are  flaves. 

In  Skcneftady  we  took  our  leave  of  Mr.  Vanallen,  who,  in  addition 
to  the  civilities  fliewn  us  in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  voyage,  declined  alio 
to  accept  any  money  for  our  pafl^age,  on  the  ingenious  pretence,  that, 
as  we  carried  our  provifions  with  us,  we  had  not  ui  the  leafi:  encreafed 
his  espencc.  We  remain^  therefore,  in  many  rcfpedls,  under  great  obH- 
gations  to  this  gentleman. 

TOUR  TO  ALBANY. 

Mr.  Vanallen  had  bufinefs  to  tranfaft  in  Skenedady,  and  we  wiflied 
to  reach  Albany  as  foon  as  poffible.     A  fl;able-keeper  engaged  to  carry  us 

*  The  college,  alluded  to  by  the  Author,  is  Union  College,  which  took  its  name  from 
the  union  of  various  denominations  of  Chriilians  in  its  eftablifliment.  The  faculty  of 
this  college  confifted,  in  1191,  of  the  prefident  and  one  tutor,  and  the  number  of  ftudents 
was  thirty-fev€n. — Tranjlatar. 

+  By  the  State  CeiUiis  of  1796,  the  townlhip  of  Skeneftady  contains  three  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  feventy-two  inliabitants,  of  whom  fix  hundred  and  eighty-three  are 
eledors,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  llaYes.— Z'r«;i/7. 
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the  lame  niL^ht  to  Albany,  though  it  was  ahcady  late  ;  we  took  accord- 
ingly our  feats  in  his  waggon,  bolftered  with  llraw.  About  four  miles 
from  Skeneclady,  the  driver  informed  us,  th;tt  he  could  not  proceed  far- 
ther. Grumbling,  we  fubmitted,  therefore,  to  the  neceffity  of  taking  up 
our  night's  lodging  in  a  bad  inn,  where,  as  foon  as  Dupetitthouars  had 
occupied  the  only  bed  which  was  in  the  houfe,  I  entered  into  a  cohver- 
latlon  with  the  landlord  and  our  driver,  which  turned  upon  politics,  the 
univerfal  topic  in  this  country.  Since  we  have  fet  foot  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  we  find  newfpapers  in  every  A'illage.  My  new  ac- 
quaintances were  people  of  uncouth  manners,  and  without  the  leall  edu- 
cation ;  but  their  opinions  were  juft  and  fenfible,  and  their  judgments  ex- 
tremely correft.  They  manifefted  a  Itrong  attachment  to  France,  and 
moft  earneftly  wilhed  her  fuccefs.  They  hate  England,  confide  in  their 
Prefident,  and  fpeak  of  De  la  Fayette  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  This 
univerfal  attachment  of  the  Americans  to  De  la  Fayette,  and  the  grateful 
fentiments  of  him  exprefled  hj  all  without  exception,  though  in  the 
courfc  of  the  French  Revolution  he  afted  a  part  not  approved  by  all, 
refute  in  a  forcible  manner  the  charge  of  levity  and  ingratitude  fre- 
quently preferred  againft  the  Americans.  "  May  he  come,"  faid  a  man 
to  us  this  morning  who  was  riding  on  horfeback  by  the  fide  of  our  car- 
riage, "  May  the  Marquis  come,  we  will  make  him  rich.  It  is  through 
kim  that  France  made  us  free  ;  never  fliall  we  be  able  to  do  ib  much  for- 
liu"n,  as  he  has  done  tor  vis." 

After  a  three  hours'  journey  through  a  country,  which  is  much  like  the 
woods  of  Anjou,  fandy,  covered  with  fern,  and  bearing  none  but  fickly 
trees,  we  at  length  arrived  at  Albany. 

MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  minerals  between  Fort  Ofwego  and  Albany,  and  the  earth,  A\ith 
which  they  are  covered,  are  much  the  fame  as  in  the  dlftrift  ot  Gencffcc, 
and  in  Upper  Canada.  The  rocks  about  the  fort,  as  well  as  near  the 
rapids  and  water- fall,  confill  of  an  imperfedl  granite,  feldom  interfperfcd 
with  mica  ;   from  time  to  time  you  meet  with  Hate  of  a  coarfe  grain. 

On  the  banks  of  Wood-creek  I  fcarcely  faw  any  ftoncs  at  all ; .  the 
■  ground 
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ground  is  immerfed  in  water  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  during  this  tedi- 
ous and  winding;  paflage  none  come  in  vic^v.  The  water-tall  in  Mo- 
hawk River  (Little  Falls)  breaks  through  a  chain  of  granite  rocks, 
that  are  oblervable  in  all  parts  of  this  fmall  barren  fpot,  which, _  as  has 
already  been  remarked,  is  a  difgrace  to  the  rich  furrounding  country.  In 
the  townfliip  of  Palatine  lime-ftone  is  found  of  a  very  good  quality.  Two 
wide  terraces  of  earth,  which  bound  the  channel  of  the  Mohawk,  and 
form  its  banks,  are  the  moft  remarkable  appearance  upon  that  river. 
The  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  it  is  affcrted,  offer  the  fame  ftriking 
profpeft. 

As  to  the  different  fpecles  of  trees,  I  have  had  but  little  leifure  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  not  having  been  on  flaore  oftener  than  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
and  never  but  for  a  few  moments.  They  feem  to  be  much  the  fame  as 
in  the  diftri<^  of  Gencffee. 

ALBANY. 

Albany  is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  fettlements  in  North  America  ;  it 
was  formed  in  the  year  1660  ;  and  the  town  incorporated  in  1  GsO.  The 
hifi:ory  of  this  city,  which  occurs  in  all  defcriptlons  of  the  United  States, 
T  fhall  pafs  over  in  filence.  It  is  feated  one  hundred  and  fixty-fivc  miles 
from  New  York,  has  a  harbour,  and  a  very  cxtenfive  trade.  Ships  of 
eighty  tons  burthen  fail  up  to  the  town  ;  and  the  trade  is  carried  on  in 
veffels  of  this  fize.  A  fort  of  fand-bank,  three  miles  below  Albanv,  ren- 
ders  the  navigation  rather  difficult  ;  yet  it  is  eafily  cleared  with  the 
affiftance  of  pilots  acquainted  with  it,  and  no  fhip  arrives  without  one 
of  them  on  board.  This  impediment,  it  is  afferted,  might  eafilv  be 
removed  at  a  trifling  expence  ;  and  fhips  of  a  much  larger  fize  mig;ht 
then  anchor  near  the  city.  The  navigation  of  the  river  from  the  North 
country  is  open  from  the  middle  of  April  until  the  middle  of  November. 
The  trade  of  Albany  is  chiefly  carried  on  with  the  produce  of  the  Mo- 
hawk country,  and  extends  eaftward  as  far  as  agriculture  and  cultivated 
lands  expand.  The  ftate  of  Vermont,  and  a  part  of  New  Haiiiplhirc, 
furnifh -alfo  many  articles  of  trade  ;  and  the  exports  chiefly  confift  in  tim- 
ber^and  lumber  of  every  fort  and  defcription,  potatoes,  potalh  a  id  pearl- 
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afhes,  all  f]>eclc3  of"  grain  ►  and  laftly  in  manufaftured  goods.  Thclc  articles 
are,  molt  of  them,,  tranjportcd  to  Albany  in  winter  on  fledges,  houfed  oy 
the  merchants,  and bv  them  fuccelTiAclv  tranfmitted  to  New  York,  where 
•they  are  either  fold  for  bills  on  England,  or  exchanged  for  EngUfli  goods, 
which  arc  in  retiiin  fent  from  Albany  to  the  provinces,  whence  the  arti- 
cles for  exportation  were  drawn.  Bufincfs  is,  therefore,  carried  on  en- 
tirely with  ready  money,  and  efpecially  in  regard  to  pot-afh ;  not  even 
the  moll  fubftantral  bills  are  accepted  in  payment.  The  trade  of  Albany 
is  carried  on  in  ninety  velTels,  forty-five  of  which  belong  to  inhabitauta 
of  the  town,  and  the  reft  to  New  York  or  other  places.  They  are  in  ge- 
neral of  fcventy  tons  burthen,  and  make  upon  the  average  ten  voyages  a 
year,  which,  on  computing  the  freights  outwards  and  homewards,  pro- 
duces a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thoufand  tons  of  Ihipping 
for  the  trade  of  Albany.  Every  iliip  is  navigated  by  four  men ;  the 
mafter  is  paid  twenty  dollars  a  month,  if  he  have  no  fhare  in  the  fliip,  the 
mate  fifteen,  and  a  fcaman  nine.  There  is  alfo  generally  a  cabin-boy  on 
board,  or  more  frequently  a  cook-,  as  few  fhips  have  lefs  tlian  eight  paf- 
fcngers  on  board,  cither  coming  up  or  going  down.  The  freight  of  goods 
is  ufually  one  fliilling  a  hundred  weight ;  but  this  varies,  according  to 
their  value,  or  the  room  they  occupy. 

The  trade  of  Albany  is  very  fafe,  but  feems  not  to  be  very  profit- 
able. The  neat  proceeds  of  a  voyage  amount  upon  an  average  to  about 
one  hundred  dollars,  which  makes  for  the  whole  year  one  thoufand  dol- 
lars for  a  fhip,  a  profit  by  no  means  confidcrable.  If  you  add  to  tliis  the 
money  paid  by  paflcngers  for  their  paflage,  -v^hich  amounts  to  ten  fliil- 
iins^s  a  head,  making  from  fcventccn  to  tw^cnty  dollars  a  voyage,  and  frona 
one  hundred  and  fc^-enty  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  ten  voyages, 
\vhich  are  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  the  whole  yields  but  a  very 
moderate  profit,  which  is  however  encrcafed  by  the  fale  of  the  goods. 
This  is  as  yet  the  ufual  way  in  whicli  trade  is  carried  on  by  this  city  ; 
it  deprives  the  merchants  of  Albany  of  a  confidcrable  profit,  and  throws 
it  into  the  hands  of  thofc  of  New  York.  Some  of  the  former  un- 
dertake indeed  voyages  to  England,  Holland,  and  other  countries  ;  but, 
for  this  purpofe  they  charter  New  York  veifcis.     Thcle   are  the  bolder 

people  ; 
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pe'opTe  ;    and  are   called  men  of  the  new  notions,  but   their  number  is 
fmall. 

The  ancient  cuftoms  and  confined  views  of  the  timid,  yet  covetous, 
Dutchmen,  have  carefully  been  preferved  in  this  city.  No  Ihip  fails 
from  Albany  dircdly  to  Europe  ;  and  yet  provifion  is  fent  thither  from 
this  place.  It  is  evident  that,  if  the  inhabitants  would  take  themfelves 
the  trouble  of  exporting  their  produce,  they  would  fave  ufelefs  intereft, 
the  return-freight,  and  double  commiffion,  and  would  obtain  employ- 
ment for  their  Ihi'ps  during  the  time,  when  the  navigation  to  the  north 
is  Ihut  up  by  ice.  Ideas  of  this  complexion  begin  to  dawn  upon  the 
minds  of  fome  merchants,  and  will,  no  doubt,  produce  advantageous 
changes.  From  the  fame  habitual  apathy  the  merchants  of  Albany 
rclinquifli  the  trade  in  horfes  and  mides,  great,  numbers  of  which  are 
reared  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  Connedlicut  merchants,  who  pur- 
chafe  and  export  them  with  confiderable  profit  -to  the  Antilles. 

The  building  of  fhips  cofls  in  Albany  about  twenty-ieven  dollars  and 
half  per  ton.  The  fhips  are  all  fir-built,  and  laft  about  ten  years.  Experi- 
ments have  been  made,  which  prove,  that  lliips  built  of  dry  and  well  fea- 
foned  timber,  laft  thirty  years  and  upwards.  The  trade  of  Albany  grows 
daily  more  extenfive  ;  and  the  number  of  fliops  and  fhips  is  increafing 
faft.  Two  new  towns,  built  five  or  fix  years  ago,  a  few  miles  above  Al- 
bany, on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river,  lliare  in  this  trade.  Thefe  t^^  o 
towns,  which  have  rapidly  raifed  themfelves  to  a  confiderable  degree  of 
importance,  and  are  but  three  or  four  miles  diftant  from  each  other, 
carry  on  the  lame  trade  as  Albany  with  about  twenty- five  or  thirty 
veflels,  which  belong  to  them,  draw  from  the  back  country  the  produc- 
tions of  thefe  fruitful  provinces,  tranfmlt  them  to  New  York,  take  in 
return  European  goods,  and  fupply  with  thcm^  thofe  parts,  which  were 
formerly  fupplied  from  Albany.  The  greater  diftance,  however,  and  Icls 
depth  of  water,  are  cii'cumftances  unfavourable  to  thefe  ne^v  to^vns. 
:;The  freight  therice  to  Albany  is  two-pence  per  barrel ;  their  largeft 
fhips  arc  only  of  fixty  tons  burthen,  and  generally  cannot  take  on  board 
more  than  half .  their  cargo,  the  remainder  of  which  they  receive   from 
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lighters,  which  attend  them  for  that  purpofe  in  the  vicinity  of  Albanv. 
Yet,  they  continue  their  trade,  encreafe  daily,  and  will  probably  animate 
Albany  to  greater  boldnefs  and  adlivity.  Nnv  City  contains  about  fixty 
or  feventy  ftores  or  fhops,  and  Troy  fifty  or  fixty.  Thefe  new-fettled 
merchants  all  profper,  and  their  number  is  daily  encreafing.  The  mer- 
chants of  Albany,  it  is  reported,  view  this  growing  profperity  of  their 
neighbours  with  an  evil  eye,  and  confider  it  as  an  encroachment  upon 
their  native  rights.  If  this  be  true,  thejealoufy  of  the  merchants  of  Al- 
bany muft  be  the  rcfult  of  their  ignorance  and  confined  views.  The  pro- 
vinces, which  contribute  their  produce  to  fupport  this  trade,  are  yet  far 
from  having  attained  to  the  highefl  degree  of  cultivation  ;  many  parts, 
equally  proper  for  that  purpofe,  are  but  little  cultivated  ;  and  others  yet 
uncleared.  Towns  will  be  built  flill  farther  northwards  than  Troy  and 
New  City  ;  others  will  be  ere<5led  even  on  the  wellern  fide  of  the  river, 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  greater  number  of  fettlements  and  encreafcd 
population,  will  augment  the  produce  and  wants,  and  every  town,  whe- 
ther ancient  or  new,  experience  an  Increafe  of  bufmefs  beyond  what  it 
will  be  able  to  do. 

Albany  contains  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  two  thoufand  of  whom  arc 
flaves,  as  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  permit  flavery.  The  old 
houfcs  are  built  in  the  Dutch  ftyle,  with  the  gable-end  to  the  flreet ; 
the  pyramidal  part  rifmg  in  fleps,  and  terminating  in  a  chimney  deco- 
rated with  figures,  or  in  Ibme  iron  puppets.  All  the  buildings,  which 
jhave  been  ereded  within  thefc  lafl  ten  years,  are  conflruifled  of  bricks 
|in   the  Englifh  flyle,  wide   and  large. 

The  revenue  of  the  city  amounts  to  about  thirty-five  thoufand  dollars 
a  year.  It  pofTefTcs  a  great  quantity  of  land  in  the  neighbouring  country, 
and  alfo  fells  the  quays  on  the  river  at  two  dollars  and  half  per  foot,  and 
a  ground-rent  of  one  fhilling,  which  is  irredeemable.  This  revenue 
is  partly  owing  to  the  economy  of  the  adminiflrators,  who  have  hitherto 
endeavoured  rather  to  enrich  the  city  than  to  embellifli  it,  and  render  it 
more  convenient.  The  fenate  is,  at  prefent,  compofed  of  young  men, 
who  promife  to  take  care  of  thefe  articles.     But,  from  the  ignorance, 

apathy. 
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apathy,  and  antiquated  ideas,  which  prevail  in  this  city,  it  is  much  to  be 
apprehended,  left  the  refults  of  their  exertions  fhould  prove  but  very 
trifling  for  a  long  time  to  come.  I  almoft  incline  to  think,  that  young 
people  here  are  old  born, 

A  bank,  which  was  inftituted  here  four  years  ago,  promotes  the  trade 
of  Albany  ;  it  confifts  of  fix  hundred  Ihares  of  four  hundred  dollars  each, 
only  half  of  which  have  hitherto  been  paid.  The  yearly  dividend  is  nine 
per  cent,  befides  what  is  dcdu(5led  for  the  expence  of  the  building  in 
which  the  bank  is  kept. 

There  is  in  Albany  a  Dutch  Lutheran  church  of  a  Gothic  and  very 
peculiar  conftrudllon  ;  the  Epifcopalians,  Prcfbyterians,  German  Protef- 
tants,  and  Methodlfts,  poflefs  alfb  churches  in  this  town. 

The  price  of  land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  is  from  fixty- three  to 
feventy-five  dollars  per  acre.  Some  lands  near  the  river  are  ftill  dearer. 
Thefe  are  remarkably  good  ;  but  thofe,  which  are  fituated  more  back- 
wards, are  but  of  a  middling  quality.  Agriculture  is  not  attended  to 
with  peculiar  care  ;  the  farms  lie  half  in  grafs  and  half  in  corn.  No 
country  had  ever  ftronger  incitements  to  perfeft  its  agricvdture  and  in- 
duftry  ;  for  none  was  ever  furnifhed  with  outlets  more  fafe  and  lefs  ex- 
penfive. 

Some  manufaftories  have  been  eftabliflied  at  a  fmall  dlftance  from  the 
town,  among  which  is  a  glafs-houfe,  in  which  both  window  glafs  and 
bottles  are  made.  The  former  is  pretty  fmooth,  and  the  manufactory  is 
carried  on  with  much  adivity.  Mr.CALDHOWELL  poiTefles  alfo  near  the 
town  extenfive  works,  where  tobacco,  muftard,  ftarch,  and  cocoa-mills, 
are  turned  by  water,  and  even  every  acceflbry  labour  is  performed  by  the 
aid  of  water  machinery*.  The  tobacco-mill  is  the  moft  important  part 
of  thefe  works ;  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  are  yearly 

*  Thefe  valuable  works,  which  are  decidedly  fuperior  toany  of  the  kind  in  America, 
are  fituated  one  mile  north  of  the  city,  in  the  fuburbs.  The  ingenious  proprietor,  whofe 
true  name  is  James  Caldwell,  has  obtained  a  patent  for  the  invention  of  the  water 
machinery,  which  is  truly  admirable. — Tranjlator, 
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manufaftured.  Lafc  fummer  (July  1794)  a  complete  fet  of  fimllar 
works  having  been  confumcd  by  fire,  Mr.  Caldwell's  friends  immediately 
opened  a  loan  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  at  the  bank,  and  the  legifla- 
tive  body  of  New  York  refolved  alfo  laft  fcffion  to  affiffc  him  with  a  lum 
of  the  fame  amount.  I  am  to  add  in  honovir  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  with  whom. 
I  am  not  acquainted,  that  nearly  all  the  labouring  people  in  the  city, 
in  confequence  of  this  unfortunate  accident,  fubfcrlbed  fe^'cral  days' 
labour,  as  a  voluntary  contribution  to  the  re-conftruftion  of  thefe  works, 
which  are  truly  grand  and  beautiful.  They  give  employment  and  iub- 
iiflence  to  fifty  perfons,  fome  of  whom  receive  one  hundred  dollars  a 
year  ;  children,  nine  years  old,  can  earn  from  fix  fliillings  to  one  dollar  a 
week.  Tan-yards,  corn,  oil,  paper,  and  fulling-mills,  have  alfo  been 
cred:ed  in  the  fiirrounding  country;  and  labourers  are  found  in  abun- 
dance. The  wages  of  common  day-labourers  amount  to  four  fliilhngs  and 
fix-pence  a  day,  and  to  fevcn  fliillings  in  harveft. 

Hofpitality  to  ftrangers  feems  not  to  be  a  prominent  feature  in  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albany;  the  few,  with  whom  we  got  acquainted, 
looked  extremely  dull  and  melancholy.  They  live  retired  in  their  houfcs 
with  their  wives,  who  fometimes  are  pretty,  but  rather  aukward  in  their 
manners  ;  and  with  whom  their  hufbands  fcarccly  exchange  thirty  words 
a  day,  although  they  never  addrcfs  them  but  with  the  introductory  appel- 
lation of  "  wy  love."  Exceptions,  undoubtedly,  exifl:  in  regard  to  the 
charms  of  the  ladies,  as  well  as  to  the  condu6l  and  converfation  of  the 
hufbands  ;  but,  it  is  aflcrted;,  they  are  very  few. 

The  Schuylcrs  and  RenfiTelaers  are  the  mofi:  refpeftabic  families  in 
point  of  wealth  and  interefi: :  having  intermarried  with  each  other, 
their  influence  is  altogether  irrefiftible  in  the  county.  The  Schuylcrs  are 
endowed  with  more  talents  and  knowledge  ;  but  the  Renfi!claers  pofiefs 
more  riches ;  and  money  is  a  powerful  fpring  in  the  management  of  a 
flate.  General  Schuyler  bears  the  chara6ler  of  a  man  of  much  acutencls, 
and  uncommon  abilities.  He  is  frequently  employed  in  ftate  affairs ; 
and  it  is  his  carneft  wifh,  to  promote  and  raifc  the  navigation,  indufi:ry, 
and  profperity  of  his  country.     He  is  father-in-law  to  the  celebrated  Mr. 

Hamilton. 
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Hamilton.  General  Schuyler,  who  generally  accommodates  his  daugh- 
ters with  rich  hufbands,  gave  one  of  them  in  marriage,  five  years  ago, 
to  that  famous  orator,  from  refpeft  for  his  talents,  though  he  was  poor. 
I  fhould  not  omit  obfcrving,  that  I  fpeak  of  General  Schuyler  without 
having  ever  feen  him.  During  my  refidence  in  Albany  he  had  gone  to 
aflift  at  the  negociation  with  the  Indians ;  I  merely  know  him  from 
his  correfpondence  with  me,  which  is  highly  polite  and  elegant. 
The  General  ranks  among  the  moft  confiderablc  men  in  the  United 
States. 

SARATOGA. 

I  have  feen  John  Sciiuyleij,  the  cldeft  f  on  of  the  General;  for  a 
few  minutes  I  had  already  converfed  with  him  at  Skenc6lady,  and  was 
now  with  him  at  Saratoga.  The  journey  to  this  place  was  extremely 
painful,  on  account  of  the  fcorching  heat,  but  Saratoga  is  a  townflaip  of 
too  great  importance  to  be  paffed  by  unobfcrvcd.  If  you  love  the  Englifh, 
are  fond  of  converfmg  with  them,  and  live  with  them  on  terms-  of  fami- 
liarity and  friendfhip,  it  is  no  bad  thing,  if  occafionally_you  can  fay  to 
them,   "  I  Jiavefeen  Saratoga^ 

Yes,  I  have  feen  this  truly  memorahle  place,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  the  fpot,  w^here  the  independence  of  America  was  fealed ;  for  the 
events,  which  induced  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  that  independence, 
were  obvioufly  confequenccs  of  the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne,  and 
would  in  all  probability  never  have  happened  without  it.  The  dwelling- 
houfc  of  John  Schuyler  ftands  exa<3;l)-on  the  fpot,  where  this  important 
occurrence  took  place.  Filh-creek,  which  flows  clofe  to  the  houfe,. 
formed  the  line  of  defence  of  the  camp  of  the  Englifh  General,  which 
was  formed  on  an  eminence,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  dwelling. 
The  Englifh  camp  was  alfo  entirely  furrounded  with  a  mound  of  earth, 
to  ftrengthen  its  defence.  In  the  rear  of  the  camp  the  German  troops 
W'cre  pofted  by  divifions  on  a  commanding  height,  communicating  with 
the  eminence  on  which  General  Burgoyne  was  encamped.  The  right 
w'ing  of  the  German  corps  had  a  communication  wuth  the  left  wing  of 
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the  Englilii.  and  the  left  extended  towards  the  river.     General  Gatet* 
was  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  creek,  at  the  diftance  of  an  eightli 
of  a  mile  from  General  Burgoyne;  his  right  wing  ftretched  towards  the 
plain ;  but  he  endeayoure^d  to  Iheltcr  his  troops,  as  much  as  poffible,  from 
the  enemy's  fire,  until  he  refolved  to  form  the  attack.    General  Nelson,' 
at  the  head  of  the  American  militia,  occupied  the  heights   on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  and   engaged  the   attention   of  the  left  wing  of  the 
Englifli,   while  other  American  corps  obfcrved  the  movements  of  the 
right  wino-.     In  this  pofition.    General  Burgoyne  furrendered  his  army  ; 
his    provifion    was     nearly    confumed,     but    he    was    amply    fupplied 
with  artillery  and  ammunition^     The   fpot  remains    exadly,  as  it  then 
was,  excepting  the  fole  circumfiiancc,   that  the  bullies,  which  were  cut 
down  in  front  of  the  two  armies,   are  fince  grown  up  again.     Not  the 
leaft  alteration  has  taken  place  fince  that  time  ;  the  entrenchments  ftill 
exift ;  nay,  the  foot-path  is  ftill  feen,  on  which  the  adjutant  of  General 
Gates  proceeded  to  the  Englifti  General  with  the  ultimatum  of  the  Ame- 
rican commander  ;  the  fpot,  on  which  the  council  of  war  was  held  by  the 
Englilh  officers,  remains  unaltered.     You  fee  the  way,  by   which  the 
Englifli  column,  after  it  had  been  joined  by  the  Germans,  filed  off  by 
the  left  to  lay  down  their  arms  within  an  ancient  fort,  which   was  con- 
ftrudled  in  the  war  under  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann ;  you  fee  the  place, 
where  this  unfortunate  army  was  neceffitated  to  ford  the  creek,  in  order 
to  reach  the  road  to  Albany,  and  to  march  along  the  front  of  the  Ame- 
rican army ;  you  fee  the  fpot,  where  General  Burgoyne  furrendered  up 
his  fword  to  General  Gates ;  where  the  man,   who  two  months  before 
had  threatened  all  the  rebels,  their  parents,  their  wives,  and   their  chil- 
dren with  pillage,  facking,  firing,  and  fcalping,  if  they  did  not  join  the 
Englifli  banners,  was  compelled  to  bend  Britilh  pride  under  the  yoke  of 
thcfe  rebels,  and  where  he  underwent  the  twofold  humiliation,  as  a  ml- 
nifterial  agent  of  the  Englifli  government,  to  fubmit  to  the   didatcs  of 
revolted   fubjedls,    and  as   commanding  general   of  difciplined   regular 
troops,  to  furrender  up  his  army  to  a  multitude  of  half-armed  and  half- 
clothed  peafants.     To  fuftain  fo  feverc  a  misfortune,  and  not  to  die  v\ith 
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defpair,  exceeds  not,  it  fecms,  therefore,  the  ftrength  of  man.  This  me- 
morable fpot  Hes  in  a  corner  of  the  court-yard  of  John  Schuyler;  he  was 
then  a  youth,  twelve  years  old,  and  placed  on  an  eminence,  at  the  foot 
of  which  flood  General  Gates,  and  near  which  the  American  army  was 
draw^n  up,  to  fee  their  difarmed  enemies  pafs  by.  His  eftate  includes  all 
the  tra6l  of  ground,  on  which  both  armies  were  encamped,  and  he  knows, 
as  it  were,  their  every  ftep.  How  happy  muft  an  American  feel  in  the 
poffcffion  of  fuch  property,  if  his  bofom  be  any  wife  fufceptible  of  warm 
feelings !  It  is  a  matter  of  aftonifhment,  that  neither  Congrefs  nor  the 
Legiflature  of  New  York  Ihould  have  ereded  a  monument  on  this  fpot, 
reciting  in  plain  terms  this  glorious  event,  and  thus  calling  it  to  the  re- 
colledion  of  all,  who  Ihould  pafs  this  way,  to  keep  alive  the  fentiments  of 
intrepidity  and  courage,  and  the  fcnfe  of  glory,  which  for  the  benefit  of 
America  Ihould  long  be  handed  down  among  Americans  from  generation 
to  generation.  The  Englifh  would  not  have  fuifered  a  fimilar  occafion 
to  pafs  unimproved.  John  Schuyler  at  leaft  Ihould  have  relieved  the 
modefty  of  government,  were  it  only  by  marking  the  fpot  with  a  plain, 
fimple  ftone,  which  no  American  would  behold  but  with  thofe  brave  and 
glorious  feelings,  which  might  be  turned  to  the  greateft  advantage  to  the 
ftate. 

John  Schuyler  pofTefles  an  eftate  of  about  fifteen  hundred  acres,  five 
hundred  of  which  are  completely  cleared  of  wood.  The  land  near  the 
river  is  excellent,  and  cofts  from  thirty  to  thirty-eight  dollars  the  acre ; 
the  price  of  that,  which  lies  more  remote,  is  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars. 
The  produce  confifts  in  grain,  chiefly  Indian  corn.  He  poifeffes  one 
corn-mill  and  two  faw-mills,  which  are  turned  by  the  ftream  of  the 
creek.  In  this  creek,  which  is  very  wide,  and  contains  plenty  of  water, 
are  feveral  falls,  lying  behind  one  another,  which  might  turn  works  of 
any  extent.  John  Schuyler  makes  more  hay,  than  is  neceffary  for  the 
ufe  of  his  farm  ;  but  by  a  calculation,  founded  on  indolence  rather  than 
mature  deliberation,  it  appears  to  him  more  profitable  to  fell  the  hay,  than 
to  fatten  cattle.  Although  pofi^efled  of  three  mills  and  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  land,  yet  the  aggregate  amount  of  his  quota  of  taxes,  poor  and 
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county-rates,  exceeds  not  thirty-fiv^e  dollars  a-year.  The  countv-rates 
comprlfes  this  year  the  expencc  for  building  a  court-houfe  and  a  jail.  1 
cite  this  inftance,  as  it  may  ferve  to  enable  a  pedbn  to  form  a  judgment 
on  the  amount  of  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  of  which  I  fliall,  no 
doubt,    find  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  more  fully. 

John  Schuyler  received  me  in  a  manner  extremely  hofpitable  and  po- 
lite. He  is  a  yoimg  man  of  good  fenfe,  and  mild,  amiable  manners,  con- 
ftantly  engaged  in  the  management  of  his  amiirs,  which,  wc  undcrftood, 
he  conduces  w'ith  prudence  and  puncluality.  He  is  married  to  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Rcnffclaer,  who  paifes  all  her  time  at  their  own  houfe,  which  is  a 
very  handfome  manfion,  but  without  any  neighbours.  She  fees  no  com- 
pany, but  her  relations,  who  now  and  then  pay  her  a  vifit.  Her  hufband, 
on  whom  Ihe  doats,  is  frequently  abfent ;  llic  complains  with  much 
mceknefs  of  this  folitary  life,  yet  bears  it,  occupied  with  her  children  and 
the  management  of  her  houfehold.  She  is  charitable,  good,  and  uni- 
verfally  refpe<5led. 

Labourers  may  be  procured  here  in  great  abtmdance  ;  their  wages  arc 
three  fliillings  a  day^  if  they  be  wanted  ;  but  the  ulual  daily  labour  is 
performed  by  negroes,  who  are  very  numerous,  fo  that  there  is  fcarcely 
a  houfe  without  one  or  two  of  them  ;  John  Schuyler  keeps  le\  en.  The 
negroes,  it  is  generally  aflertcd,  enjoy  more  happineis,  as  ilaves,  than  if 
they  were  free.  This  might  be  the  cafe,  if  liberty  were  bertowed  on 
them,  without  their  knowing  what  to  do  with  it.  But  upon  the  whole, 
fuch  maxims  of  morality  fall  with  an  ill-grace  from  the  lips  of  a  free 
people.  The  negroes,  it  is  true,  are  kindly  ufcd  in  the  ll:atc  of  New 
York  ;  but  it  is  alfo  true,  that  the  convenience  of  having  them  conftantly 
at  hand  for  anv  work  fet  apart,  the  labovir  of  white  people  ii  leis  ex})en- 
five,  than  that  of  negroes.  To  keep  flaAcs  is,  therefore,  a  bad  fyllem, 
even  in  this  point  of  view. 

When  I  took  leave  of  young  Schuyler,  he  was  indifpofed  with  the 
fever.  Having  made  the  fame  tour  as  we,  he  became  an  additional 
viftim  to  the  contagious  air,  breathed  in  the  pcltilential  country, 
which  we  have  traverfed.     I  learned  afterwards  at  Boftoii;,    with  the  ut- 

mcjft 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  KOCHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOUtlT.  3/7 

moft  concern,  that  he  is  lince  dead.  The  youngeft  brother  of  Mr. 
Renflelaer  was  alio  feizcd  with  a  fit  of  the  fever,  as  well  as  another  in- 
habitant of  Albany,  who  travelled  in  our  company.  All  the  people,  who 
were  on  board  our  veffel,  are  fick,  and  one  of  them  is  dead.  We  have, 
therefore,  but  little  reafon  to  extol  the  comforts  of  a  tour  on  Wood-creek. 
The  banks  of  the  northern  branch  of  the  Hudfon,  from  Saratoga  to 
Albany,  have  been  long  fettled,  and  the  country,  lying  more  back- 
wards, is  alfo  confiderably  peopled  from  five  to  thirty  miles  from  the 
fliore.  Connefticut  and  all  New  England  people  thefe  fettlemcnts.  The 
land,  to  fpeak  of  it  in  general,  is  good,  and  eflates  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  cultivated  land  are  not  rare  along  the  river.  I  have  feen  many 
of  this  fort ;  the  farms  were  chiefly  defigned  for  the  rearing  and  fattening 
o£  cattle  ;  they  are  managed  but  very  indifferently  ;  the  land  received  little 
or  no  dung,  and  was  ploughed  only  three  or  four  inches  deep.  Eftatcs 
generally  confilfc  here  of  two  hundred  acres.  The  whole  of  the  banks  of 
the  northern  branch  of  the  river  is  truly  pleafant;  the  mountains,  which 
bound  the  ftream,  without  contrad;ing  its  channel,  are  almoft  through- 
out covered  with  luxuriant  corn-fields.  It  was  through  thefe  narrow 
palTcs,  that  General  Burgoyne  proceeded  to  Albany,  where  he  hoped  to 
be  joined  by  General  Clinton  ;  this  is  the  only  road  which  leads  thither. 
Here  he  encountered  General  Gates,  who,  after  he  had  been  defeated  and 
fuftained  a  confiderable  lofs,  retreated  into  the  camp  at  Saratoga,  leaving 
behind  his  whole  train  of  hea\'y  ordnance.  I  have  feen  the  field  of  battle, 
where  this  Important  action  took  place,  and  viewed  the  height,  where  Bri- 
gadier-General Fraser  made  fo  many  gallant  attempts  to  break  in  upon 
the  Americans ;  I  have  feen  the  hillock,  under  which  he  is  buried.  The 
inhabitants  fhow  with  confcious  pride  every  corner  of  this  dillrift,  and  you 
difcern  in  their  countenance,  that  their  ancient  energy  and  vigour  would 
eafily  be  railed  by  any  preffing  emergency.  This  adiion  happened  at 
Stillwater.  It  was  here  Burgoyne  refolved  upon  his  decifive  retreat. 
Bvit  under  the  appellation  of  Stillwater,  as  under  that  of  Saratoga,  a 
large  extent  of  country   is   comprifed.      The  townlhip  of  Stillwater  is 
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twenty,  and  that  of  Saratoga  thirty -one  miles  in  length,  and  yet  every 
point  of  thefe  tovvnfiiips  is  called  Stillwater  and  Saratoga. 

I  have  omitted  to  ftate,  that  the  county  of  Saratoga  contains  many  na- 
tural curiofities,  among  which  are  cryftallizations  of  peculiar  beauty,  and 
two  medicinal  fprings,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Balltown  and  Saratoga 
Iprings.  Both  are  in  great  repute,  efpecially  the  medicinal  waters  of 
Balltown,  where  the  accommodations  in  point  of  lodging  and  other  con- 
veniencies  far  exceed  thofe  of  Saratoga.  The  fprings  arc  both  impreg- 
nated With  Jjxed  air,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  perfons,  communicate 
with  each  other.  The  Saratoga  waters,  as  is  alferted,  are  ftronger  than 
the  Balltown  fprings. 

1  muft  not  pafs  over  in  filence  Juftice  Thompson,  who  refides  at 
Stillwater.  We  met  with  his  eldcffc  fon,  who  intends  to  become  a  fur- 
veyor,  and  made  the  laft  paflage  with  Mr.  Vanallen,  on  board  the  veffels 
in  which  we  returned  from  Ofwego,  and  travelled  in  his  company.  I 
had  promifcd  him  not  to  pafs  his  houfe,  without  paying  him  a  fliort 
vifit ;  I  fulfilled  this  promife,  and  was  invited  by  the  family  in  fo  plain 
and  frank  a  manner  to  flop  for  the  night,  that  I  could  not  give  a  denial. 
The  family  are  good,  plain,  and  genteel  people,  of  mild,  pure,  and  uncor- 
rupted  manners  ;  a  refidence  with  them  is  extremely  pleafant.  Juftice 
Thompfon  poflcffes  a  great  quantity  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate 
of  New  York,  which  for  the  moft  part  is  yet  uncleared.  He  inhabits  an 
eftate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
are  under  cultivation ;  he  rears  a  great  many  cattle,  efpecially  mules, 
which,  when  two  years  old,  he  fells  to  Connefticut  traders  tor  fifty  or 
■fixty  dollars  a  head.  He  alfo  rears  many  horfcs,  and  carries  on  with 
them  a  trade  of  tolerable  importance,  which  the  Albany  merchants  have 
not  yet  learned  to  improve.  In  thefe  parts,  it  is  aiferted,  two  thoufand 
mules  are  yearly  fold.  I  have  this  information  from  'Squire  Poll,  an 
opulent  farmer,  for  the  exadnefs  of  which,  however,  I  cannot  pledge  my- 
felf ;  for  there  are  not  four  perfons  in  this  county,  able  to  draw  up  ac- 
counts and  eftlmates  of  the  general  produce  and  fupplies  of  a  diftrid. 

Good 
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Good  wiflies'for  the  fuccefs  of  the  French,  a  dctellation  of  their  crimes, 
and  decided  hatred  againft  the  Enghlli,  form  here  the  univerfal  fenti- 
ments,  as  they  do  in  general  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  land  near  the  river  is  good,  and  yields,  however  badly  it  is  culti- 
vated, from  twenty  to  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre.  The  price  of 
land  is  from  fifty  to  feventy-five  dollars  an  acre.  1  am  nov/  travelling 
here  on  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft,  and  yet  little  hay  has  been  houfed,  for 
which  reafon  it  is  moflly  as  hard  as  wood. 

On  my  journey  to  Saratoga  I  had  paffed  the  new  bridge,  conftruifled 
acrofs  the  Mohawk-river.  This  bridge  is  ereded  on  the  fpot,  where  the 
Cohoez-falls  appear  to  the  greateft  advantage.*  But  the  river  contains 
not  at  prefent  fufficient  water  to  fiipport  the  falls.  In  many  places  the 
rocks  are  quite  dry  ;  but  in  others  they  afford  a  fine  profpect.  The  per- 
pendicular height  of  the  falls  may  amount  to  about  fifty  feet,  and  the 
river  is  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in  width.  But  upon  the  whole,  the 
view  is  not  flriklngly  wild,  romantic,  or  pleafant,  though  the  falls  are 
much  celebrated  throughout  America.  The  bridge  is  conftru6led  of 
timber,  and  refts  on  ftone  pillars,  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  diflant 
from  each  other.  The  mafonry  is  not  remarkable  for  folidity  or  neat- 
nefs  ;  but  the  carpenters' -work  is  exceedingly  well  done.j^ 

On  my  return  from  Saratoga  I  crofied  the  northern  branch  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river  by  Halfmoon,  to  fee  the  two  new  towns.  New  City  and 
Troy,  which,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  were  bi;ilt  a  few  years  ago, 
and  are  already  carrying  on  a  confiderable  trade.  The  houfes  are  very 
neat  and  numerous ;  almoft  every  houfe  contains  a  Ihop ;  the  inns  are 
excellent ;  veifels  are  moored  near  all  the  keys  ;  tan-yards,  potafh- works, 
rope-walks,  and  mills,  are  either  already  in  full  work,  or  building.  The 
fight  of  this  adlivity  is  truly  charming.     A  Mr.  Taylor,  who  pofTefles 

*  The  Cohocz-falls,  which  the  author  mifnames  Xohos-fall,  appear  mofl  romantic- 
ally from  Lanfinburgh-hill,  five  miles  eaft  of  them,  although  they  likewife  offer  a  good 
profpeft,  when  viewed  from  this  bridge. — Tranjlator. 

t  The  bridge  is  eleven  hundred  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  refts  on  thirteen 
piers,  and  was  crefted  in  1794,  at  the  expence  of  twelve  thoufand  dollars. — Tranjlator. 
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about  one  hundred  acres  near  Ponftenkil-creek,  has  eredled  here  two 
grill-mills,  two  faAV-mills,  and  one  paper-mill.  He  does  bufinefs,  it  is 
faid,  with  New  York  by  water.  The  place  is  finely  fituated,  well  diftri- 
buted,  and  may,  if  managed  with  {Icill  and  prudence,  become  very  profit- 
able. We  were  told,  that  the  proprietor  intends  to  fell  it ;  and  this  is 
one  of  the  places  which  I  would  buy  in  preference  to  all  others,  if  I  had 
any  idea  of  fettling  in  America,  and  had  whercAvithal  to  pay  for  it.  There 
are  a  variety  of  things,  with  which  a  man  may  occupy  himfelf  every  day, 
nay  every  moment  of  the  day,  with  benefit  to  himfelf  and  the  country 
at  large. 

The  land  between  Saratoga  and  Albany  is  upon  the  whole  fandy ; 
efpecially  the  hills  about  Saratoga  confift  of  an  indurated  fand.  The 
ftoney  matter,  on  which  lies  the  ftratum  of  fand,  is  flate  of  a  dark  colour, 
and  coarfe  grain,  with  veins  of  white  quartz.  On  fragments  of  this  flate 
impreffions  are  fotmd  of  a  peculiar  and  very  curious  appearance.  In  the 
vicinity  of  the  medicinal  fprings  of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  are  levcral 
veins  of  hme-ftone.  Ferruginous  and  cupreous  pyrites  are  alfo  found  in 
the  neiehbourhood  ;  mines  of  thefe  minerals,  it  is  aflerted,  cxift  in  the 
environs,  but  they  are  yet  neglected,  as  in  fa6l  are  nearly  all  the  mines 
in  the  United  States.  You  meet  with  few  or  no  rocks,  until  you  reach 
the  Cohoez-falls.  The  rocks,  which  form  this  catarad.,  confift  of  an  argil- 
laceous fchiftus,  fome  of  which  may  eafily  be  deduced  to  powder,  while 
other  parts  are  harder,  have  a  conchoidal  fradture,  and  refcmblc  bafalt. 
Near  the  falls  are  feveral  veins  of  fcldtfpar  of  a  reddifh  colour. 

Between  thefe  falls  and  Albany,  the  foil  of  the  mountains  confift  of 
indurated  clay  ;  the  ftones,  which  are  found  there,  are  a  fpecics  of  flate. 
In  the  intervening  fpacc  between  the  mountains  and  the  prelcnt  bed  ot 
the  river  was  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  fmall  fand-hills,  rifing  on  both 
fides  of  the  ri\-cr,  nearly  at  equal  diftanccs  from  the  flaore,  and  which  un- 
doubtedly are  the  remains  of  the  ancient  bed  of  the  river,  after  it  had 
formed  the  prcfent  channel. 

In  the  townfhip  of  Saratoga  you  find  the  laft  plane-trees,  acacias  and 
white  cedars,  for  thcfc  trees  do  not  grow  more  northwards.   The  red  cedar, 
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Virgima  cedar,  and  poplar  of  Carolina,  you  firft  meet  with  at  the  cata- 
Ta&.s  of  the  Mohawk  river.  Several  miles  around  the  medicinal  iprings 
of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  you  find  only  white  pines,  fmall  fickly  oak- 
trees,  and  fern. 

THE  TREATY  OF  COMMERCE. 

Since  we  left  the  Englifli  dominions,  and  have  reached  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  we  have  found,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce,  con- 
cluded between  Great  Britain  and  America,  forms  the  univerfal  topic  of 
converfation,  and  the  principal  fubjed  of  difcuffion  in  the  newfpapers. 
I  fliall  not  prefume  to  decide,  whether  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
be  for  or  againfl  it;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  number  of  non-contents 
is  iufficiently  confiderable,  to  render  the  friends  of  peace  uneafy  on  this 
fubje^l.  I  am  not  yet  acquainted  with  America  in  a  fufficient  degree, 
nor  have  I  yet  ftudied  this  treaty  with  the  necefiary  attention,  to  form 
a  corred;  judgment  on  its  advantages,  and  probable  refults.  Yet  I  fhall 
record  in  this  journal  the  impreffion,  which  it  made  upon  me  atfirfh  view, 
were  it  only  for  the  purpofe  of  reviewing  my  opinion  again,  when  time 
fhall  have  decided  on  its  merits. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  extremely  prejudicial  to  America  ,•  the  mutual 
relations  of  the  contra6ling  parties  are  not  perfectly  poifed,  and  the  com- 
■nicreial  intcreft  of  the  United  States  is  in  inany  refpe(3:s  injured.  More 
ancient  treaties  with  France  are  clearly  violated  by  this  treaty ;  and  it 
evidently  clafhes  with  the  repeated  profcffions  of  friendfhip,  which  Ame- 
rica has  fo  loudly  and  repeatedly  made  tQ  France,  even  under  the  fan- 
guinary  reign  of  Robefpicrre.  America  cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  un- 
favourable fentiments,  nay  hatred  and  ill-will,  which  the  Englifli  govern- 
ment entertains  toward  the  Union.  Thefe  fentiments  will  remain  unal- 
terably the  fame,  as  long  as  the  principles  of  the  Britifli  miniliry  fhall  be 
unchanged.  England  will  ever  confider  the  inliabitants  of  the  United 
States  as  revolted  fubjecSls,  who  n^iuft  be  puniflied  for  their  independence,, 
if  they  cannot  again  be  fubjcdedto  the  Englifh  yoke  ;  and  though  Great 
Britain   condefcends   at    prefcnt   to   enter  into  temporary  ncgociations 
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•with  America,  it  is  becaufe  her  prefent  fituation  allows  her  not  to  wage 
war  againft  the  Union,  and  becaufe  fhe  hopes  to  derive  fignal  advantages 
from  a  treaty,  which  cannot  bvit  confiderably  encreafc  the  falc  of  her  ma- 
nufaftures,  difpleafe  France,  alienate  her  from  America,  and  injure  her 
trade.     She  hopes,  by  means  of  this  rupture,   to  render  America  depen- 
dent on  the  Englifli  government,  and  in  this  ftate  of  dependence  to  force 
her  to  conclude  another  alliance  ;  a  defign,  perfedly  anfvvering  the  fenti- 
ments,  which  Great  Britain  has  conftantly  manifefted  fuice  the  peace  of 
1783.     The  truth   of  thefe   obfen-ations  is  obvious  to  all,  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  policy  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  and  muft  be  more 
ftrikingly  fo  to  him,  who  has  lived,  for  any  length  of  time,  with  the  Bri- 
tifli  agents  in  America,  who  take  not  eveii  the  trouble  of  concealing  it. 
To  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  on  fuch  a  foundation,  is  to  deceive  Ame- 
rica ;    as  it  clearly  prefumcs,   that  Ihe  muft  break  off  all  her  former  con- 
nexions with  France,  Jier  true  and  natural  ally,*  who,   as  foon  as  flic 
fhall  have  obtained  a  regular,  fettled  government  (at  prefent  the  obvi- 
ous aim   of  the  generality   of  the   French   people),   will  become  more 
powerful  than  ever.    Should  it  be  America's  fecret  intention,  to  break  off 
the  former  connexion  with  France  on  the  firft   favourable  opportunity, 
fuch  a  defign  w^oiild  not  only  be  the  refult  of  an  erroneous,  miftakcn  po- 
licy, but  would  alfo  prove  a  breach  of  the  principles   of  duty  and  grati- 
tude, which,  however  they  may  be  defpifed   by  the   cabinets   of  kings, 
fliouid  never  be  difregarded  by  an  infant  people,  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  and  the  conclufion  of  alliances  and  treaties. 

One  of  the  greateft  pleafures,  I  hoped  to  enjoy  on  my  journey  to  Al- 

*  The  tranflator  was  lately  alfured  by  an  American  gentleman,  acquainted  with  the 
author,  that  it  is  his  mofl  anxious  wifli,  to  make  his  peace  with  the  Direftory.  It  is,  no 
doubt,  from  this  motive,  that  proceed  the  virulent,  unfupportcd  animadverfions  on  tlic 
Britiih  cabinet,  wliich,  the  tranflator  is  lorry  to  obferve,  difgrace  the  interefting  narrative 
of  the  Duke's  Travels,  and  which  in  no  place  of  this  work  betray  their  origin  in  a  more 
confpicuous  manner  than  in  this  paffage,  where  he  cliarges  the  F.nglifli  government  with 
deluding  America  into  a  treaty,  the  beneficial  refults  of  which  fhc  foon  experienced, 
when  fhe  faw  her  trade  protected  by  Englifh  convoys  from  the  unprovoked  piracies  of 
her  true  and  natural  ally. — Tranjl. 
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bany,  was  to  fee  Mr.  and  Madame  de  Gouvernet,  and  to  fpend  a  few 
days  with  them.  They  were  not  at  home  on  my  arrival,  but  at  New 
York,  whence,  however,  they  were  expelled  back  every  day.  As  Da- 
petitthouars's  ftate  of  health  rendered  it  neceffary  to  continue  longer  in 
Albany,  than  we  ftiould  otherwife  have  done,  we  determined  to  wait  the 
return  of  Mr.  Gouvernet,  who  at  length  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
day,  beyond  which  I  could  not  conveniently  defer  my  departure.  Yet  I 
now  refolved  to  ilop  twenty-four  hours  longer,  to  fpend  them  in  their 
company. 

If  you  poffefs  a  correal  idea"  of  a  handfome  Parifian  lady,  who  with  a 
fine  figure  unites  all  the  charms  of  a  well-formed  mind,  and,  of  confe- 
qucnce,  pofTcfles  ample  means  for  conqueft,  and  then  fee  this  handfome 
young  woman  on  a  fmall  efliate  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  managing 
herfelf  the  mofh  trifling  concerns  of  her  houfehold,  with  an  air  of  fim- 
plicity  and  ferenity,  which  would  warrant  a  belief,  that  fhe  is  pleafed 
with  this  ftrange  mode  of  life ;  you  cannot  but  confider  it  as  an  addi- 
tional ground,  to  praife  and  admire  the  female  character  in  general,  and 
efpecially  that  of  French  women.  In  the  courfe  of  this  dreadful  revolu- 
tion, females  have  difplayed  more  courage,  more  attachment  to  their 
duty,  and  more  conftancy  jn  their  fentiments,  than  has  ever  been  evinced 
on  funilar  occafions.  They  have  infpirited  the  courage  of  their  huf- 
bands,  who,  but  for  their  fupport,  might  have  funk  under  their  misfor- 
tunes. They  have  foothed  their  fufferings.  Under  the  feverefl  trials 
they  have  fhewn  as  much  of  energy  and  virtue,  as  they  difplayed  of  ele- 
gant and  entertaining  manners  in  happier  times.  Thefe  obfervations  ap- 
ply to  a  great  number  of  French  ladies,  at  whofe  head  fiands  Madame 
de  Gouvernet ;  her  hufband  being  indebted  to  her  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  life,  for  his  efcape  from  France,  and  for  what  little  money  he  has 
faved.  It  is  to  her  he  owes  his  prefent  happinefs,  and  the  fortitude, 
courage,  and  fatisfaftion  he  manifefts  in  regard  to  a  mode  of  life, 
equally  foreign  to  his  tafte  and  habits.  They  refide  five  miles  from  Al- 
bany on  a  fmall  eftate,  which  they  have  purchafed  for  fifteen  thoufand 
livres  French  money.     The  land  is  not  of  the  bell  quality,  but   it  may 
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be  converted  into  very  good  meadows,  and  tluis  anfv\  er  their  well-con- 
ceived projed;  of  rearing  and  fattening  cattle,  and  keeping  a  good  dairy, 
until  they  fliall  be  able  to  return  to  France.  They  lead  a  folitary  life, 
without  any  company  but  that  of  a  young  man,  who  followed  them  on 
their  emigration  from  France,  who  joins  in  their  labours,  and  fharcs  in 
their  fociety.  In  this  refped;  they  derive  but  little  benefit  from  the  vici- 
nitv  of  Albanv.  The  circumflance,  that  moll  of  the  inhabitants  of  rank 
are  ignorant  of  the  very  exigence  of  Madame  de  Gouvernet  in  their 
neighbourhood ;  and  llill  more  the  indifference,  maniiefi:ed  by  thofc, 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  uncommon  merits  of  this  dillinguifhed 
couple ;  t'orm  the  ftrongefl  e\idence  againll  the  hofpitality  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Albany. 

Some  French  families  refide  in  the  town  and  its  vicinity ;  that  of 
Mr.  Le  Couteux — a  highly  interefting  name — is  the  only  one,  whofe 
acquaintance  I  wiflied  to  obtain.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  this 
family,  know  that  it  has  long  been  diftinguiflied  for  rectitude  and  talents, 
as  well  as  for  a  confummate  knowledge  and  puncfluality  in  commercial 
tranfaftions ;  qualities,  which  have  been,  as  it  were,  hereditary  in  it. 
Mr.  Couteux  of  Albany  is,  by  the  unanimous  tefiiimony  of  all,  who 
have  had  any  dealings  with  him,  worthy  of  his  name.  His  ideas, 
as  well  as  expreffions,  carry  fome  air  of  peculiarity ;  but  he  is  good, 
obliging,  honefh,  and  univerfally  refpc6led.  He  is  engaged  in  partner- 
Ihip  with  Mr.  Quesnel,  a  merchant  of  St.  Domingo;  this  houfe  is 
again  conneded  with  the  firm  of  Olive  in  New  York,  and  through 
this,  it  is  aiTerted,  •v^'ith  the  great  and  refpeftable  houfe  Le  Couteux  in 
France. 

POTASH-WORKS. 

Potafli,  forming  a  confiderablc  branch  of  the  trade  of  Albany,  as  well 
as  of  other  American  cities,  the  back  country  of  which  has  been  lately 
cleared,  I  fliall  here  infert  fuch  information  as  I  have  colle<5led  on  the 
manner  of  preparing  this  fait,  which  is  generally  obferved  in  the  United 
States.     This  alcaline  fait  is  cxtradled  from   common  allies,  after  they 

have 
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have  been  previoufly  purified  from  all  heterogeneous  matter.  It  is  ob- 
tained by  folution  and  evaporation.  Large  tubs,  with  a  double  bottom, 
are  filled  with  afhes  ;  the  uppermoft  bottom,  which  contains  feveral 
holes,  is  covered  with  afhes,  about  ten  or  eleven  inches  deep,  while  the 
under  part  of  the  tub  is  filled  with  ftraw  or  hay.  Water,  being  poured 
over  the  afhes,  extrafts  the  particles  of  fait,  and  difcharges  all  the  hetero- 
geneous matter  which  it  may  yet  contain  on  the  layer  of  hay  or  ftraw. 
The  lie  is  drawn  off  by  means  of  a  cock,  and  if  it  fliould  not  yet  have 
attained  a  fufficient  degree  of  ftrength,  poured  again  over  the  afhes.  The 
lie  is  deemed  fufficiently  flrong  when  an  egg  fwims  on  it.  This  lie  is 
afterwards  boiled  in  large  iron  cauldrons,  which  are  conftantly  filled  out 
of  other  cauldrons,  in  which  lie  is  likewife  boiling.  If  the  lie  begin  to 
thicken  in  the  cauldron,  no  frefh  lie  is  added,  but  the  fire  is  well  fed 
with  fuel,  until  all  the  aqueous  particles  are  feparated,  and  the  whole  is 
completely  InfpifTatcd  and  indurated.  This  fait  is  of  a  black  colour,  and 
called  black  pohijli.  Some  manufadlurers  leave  the  potafli  in  this  ftate 
in  the  cauldron,  and  encreafe  the  fire,  by  means  of  which  the  oil  is  dif- 
engaged  from  the  fait  in  a  thick  fmoke,  and  the  black  potafh  aflumes  a 
^rcy  colour,  in  which  ftate  it  is  packed  up  in  barrels  for  fale. 

The  procefs  of  preparing  the  potafla  requires  more  or  lefs  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  the  afhes  and  the  lie,  and  to  the  degree  of  ftrength 
of  the  latter  ;  the  medivim  time  is  twenty-four  hours.  The  afhes  of 
green-w^ood,  and  efpeclally  of  oak,  are  preferred.  No  potafh  can  be  pre- 
pared from  the  allies  of  refmous  trees ;  and  aflies,  which  are  five  or  fix 
months  old,  are  better  than  thofe  that  are  new. 

Some  manufafturers  ufe  only  one  cauldron  for  boiling,  which  they  fill 
with  cold  lie,  as  it  comes  from  the  t:ubs ;  and  others  put  the  fait,  as  foon 
as  it  begins  to  coagulate,  into  fmaller  cauldrons,  to  complete  the  cry'ftal- 
lization. 

In  many  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  efpecially  in  the  North,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  the- inhabitants,  who  feT/i  the  wood,  prepare 
the  potafh.  But  there  are  alfol^rgc;manufa<9:orics,; where  from  thirty  to 
forty  tubs  arc  ufed  for  preparing'  the  lic>   and  ff6m  ten  to  tv^'clvc  catd- 
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drons  for  its  evaporation..  Tlie  manufafturers  buy  the  allies  from  private 
families.  The  tubs  and  cauldrons  are  of  different  fizes  in  proportion  to 
the  greater  or  lefs  extent  of  the  manufa6lory.  By  a  general  eflimate 
from  five  to  fix  hundred  buflicls  of  aflies  yield  a  ton  of  potafli. 

The  barrels,  in  which  the  potafh  is  packed  up,  mufl  be  made  of  white 
oak,  or  if  this  cannot  be  had,  of  wood,  which  is  but  little  porous.  The 
ftaves  ought  to  be  far  more  durable  than  for  cafks,  in  which  other  dry 
goods  are  packed  ;  the  hoops  alfo  muft  be  more  numerous  ;  for  the  leafh 
fiffure  would  expofe  the  potafh  to  humidity,  to  the  air,  and,  confe- 
quently,  to  deliquefcence  and  dilTolution.  Inftances  have  occurred,  when 
barrels,  badly  made  and  hooped,  and  which  had  been  filled  with  potafh, 
were  foon  after  found  to  be  half  empty. 

Pearlafh  is  potafli  purified  by  calcination.  To  this  end  the  potafli  is  put 
into  a  kiln,  conftrufted  in  an  oval  form,  of  plaftcr  of  Paris  ;  the  Infide 
of  which  being  made  otherwife  perfectly  clofe,  is  horizontally  interfered 
by  an  iron  grate,  on  which  the  potafh  is  placed.  Under  this  grate  a  fire  is 
made,  and  the  heat,  reverberated  by  the  arched  upper  part  of  the  kiln, 
compleats  the  calcination,  and  converts  the  potafli  into  pearlafh  ;  which 
is  taken  out  of  the  kiln,  and,  when  completely  cooled,  packed  in  barrels. 
The  procefs  of  calcination  lafts  about  an  hour.  Pearlalh  is  proportion- 
ately more  heavy  than  potafli,  on  account  of  its  greater  compa<ftnefs  ;  and 
the  lofs  of  weight,  experienced  by  the  latter  through  the  calcination,  is 
very  trifling.  Although  pearlafli  is  lefs  liable  to  deliquate  by  the  air  than 
potafli,  yet  the  barrels,  in  which  it  is  packed,  are  of  the  fame  fort  and 
ftrudure  as  thofe  in  which  the  latter  fait  is  barrelled.  They  are  of  dif- 
ferent fizes,  and  contain  from  two  to  three  hundred  pounds.  Potafli  as 
well  as  pearlafli  are  fold  by  tons  in  the  courfe  of  trade  ;  and  it  is  not  law- 
ful to  export  either  before  it  is  duly  infpeded  by  the  public  fearchcrs, 
who  are  appointed  for  this  purpofe  in  all  the  flatcs,  where  pearl  or  potafla 
'  is  manufactured. 

Dupetltthouars's  ftrength  having  been  confiderably  impaired  by  his  ill- 
nefs,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  return  home.  I  parted  from  him  with 
the  utmoft  concern.     To  trayel  alone  is  extremely  unpkafant,  and  more. 

fo 
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fo  when  you  are  indifpofed.  ■  I  had  ycfterday  a  fit  of  the  ague,  which  I 
prefume  is  the  beginning  of  a  tertian  fever.  I  was  feized  with  it  at 
Mr.  De  LA  Tour  du  Pin's.  But,  neverthelefs,  I  will  proceed  to  Bof- 
ton,  wTiere  I  exped;  to  find  letters  from  Europe,  which  I  much  defire  to 
fee.  -  For  thefc  laft  three  months  I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  any  of 
my  friends  or  relations. 

/Tol  jx";;lli.:ji[a  vxov  V 
DEPARTURE  FROM  AT.B^ANY. 

I  was  by  tio  means  difpleafed  at  leaving  Albany.  Young  Mr.  Renf- 
fclacr  and  Mr.  Henry  are  the  only  gentle riien,  from  whom  I  experienced 
any  civilities.  The  Albanians,  to  fpeak  generally,  are  a  fet  of  people 
remarkable  neither  for  ad:ivity  nor  politenefs  ;  they  are  the  moft  dif- 
agreeablc  beings,  I  have  hitherto  met  with,  in  the  United  States.  In 
every  other  refped;  Albany  is  a  place  where,  wath  a  fmall  capital,  you 
may  make  money,  and  with  a  large  capital  acquire  great  wealth.  The 
trade  of  this  place  fiaits  any  amount  of  property,  and  is  attended  with  lefs 
rifk  than  any  other  fpecies  of  commerce  carried  on  in  this  part  of  the 
globe.  An  induftrious  and  enterprifing  man  might  improve  the  trade  of 
this  place  to  a  very  confiderable  degree. 

We  experienced  here  this  day,  Friday  the  /th  of  Auguft,  an  uncom- 
mon heat.  My  thermometer  flood  at  ninety-fix  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
or  twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaumiir.  We  Avere  told,  that  the  ther- 
mometer of  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  eftecmed  here  a  very  accurate  meteor- 
ologift,  flood  at  one  hundred  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  or  thirty  two-ninths 
of  Reaumur.  This  exceffive  heat  continued  feveral  days,  and  was  not 
the  leafl  allayed  in  the  night. 

My  horfe,  which  was  to  be  fent  after  me  by  Captain  Williamfon,  was 
not  yet  arrived.  I  took,  therefore,  a  feat  in  the  ilage  waggon,  that  is, 
a  waggon  without  fprings,  but  covered.  You  crofs  Hudfon's  River  on 
leaving  Albany.  The  road  to  Lebanon,  where  we  Hopped  for  the  night, 
lies  over  a  mountainous  country.  Nearly  the  w  hole  of  the  diftri6l  is  in 
the  firfl  ftage  of  fettle ment.     All  the  land,  within  an  extent  of  twenty- 
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five  miles,  belongs  to  Mr.  Van  Renffelaer,  Lieutenant-governor,  and  one 
of  the  richeft  proprietors  in  the  State  of  New  York,  perhaps  in  all  the 
States  of  the  Union.  Much  of  this  land  was  granted  to  his  anceflors  by 
letters-patent,  at  the  time  when  the  Dutch  fettlemeut  w^as  formed.  He 
has  alfo  purchafed  much  more.  A  confiderable  part  of  this  eftate  has 
been  fold;  but  he  fells  none  without  referving  a  ground-rent.  This 
forms,  no  doubt,  a  very  pleafant  fort  of  income  ;  but  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, cannot  be  of  long  duration  in  this  country.  A  inan,  who  is  obliged 
to  pay  every  year  a  ground-rent,  foon  forgets  the  modertjite  terms  on 
which  he  obtained  pofleffion  of  his  eftate,  feels  only  the  unplcafant  com- 
pulfion  of  paying  money  at  a  fixed  time,  and  eagerly  feizes  upon  the 
firfh  opportunity  of  freeing  himfelf  from  this  incumbrance.  An  aged 
Quaker-woman,  who  did  not  fpeak  a  word,  but  went  no  farther  than 
Philipftown,  and  a  Mr.  Mac-Elroy,  were  my  companions  in  the  ftage. 
The  latter  is  a  land-holder  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Delaware,  without 
any  bufmefs  or  trade.  He  refides  on  his  eftate,  when  he  is  not  travelling 
for  his  amufement,  and  is  unmarried.  His  fifter  manages  his  houfehold. 
He  poiTeflcs  a  confiderable  quantity  of  land,  efpecially  on  Fifli  Creek,  in 
the  diftridl  of  Mr.  Schreiber.  He  feems  to  be  a  worthy  man,  but  is  con- 
ftantly  dull  and  morofe. 

The  fever,  which  feized  mc  near  Philipftown,  prevented  me  from  col- 
lecting the  information,  which  I  might  have  otherwife  been  able  to  pro- 
cure, at  the  different  places  where  the  ftage  ftopped.  What  little  intel- 
ligence I  have  been  able  to  gather  is,  that  the  medium  price  of  land  is 
here  from  five  to  eight  dollars  an  acre.  The  laft  place,  before  you  reach 
Lebanon,  is  Stephentown,  fituated  on  a  fine  large  creek.  It  belongs  to 
the  Patron  :  this  is  the  general  appellation  of  Mr.  Rcnflelaer,  at  Albany, 
as  well  as  in  its  environs.  The  face  of  the  country  is  fad  and  melancholy  ; 
it  is  mountainous  and  rocky,  and  bears  no  trees  but  hemlock-fir  and  white 
pine.  On  the  road  from  Stephentown  to  Lebanon,  the  country  ex- 
pands into  an  amphitheatre,  formed  by  numerous  mountains  of  various- 
fize  and  fliape,  moft  of  which  lie  in  grafs  up  to  the  very  fummits.     At. 
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the  end  of  a  very  circuitous  journey  through  this  vale  you  reach  the  inn 
of  Mr.  Stow. 

Lebanon  poflefles  a  mineral  fpring,  clofe  to  which  ftands  the  inn  of 
Mr.  Stow,  on  the  decHvity  of  a  mountain  ;  moft  of  the  invaUdes,  who 
drink  the  waters,  board  therefore  at  the  inn.  From  this  point  the  prof- 
ped.  of  the  vale,  or  rather  of  the  low  grounds,  is  moft  pleafing.  A  num- 
ber of  fmall  houfes,  fcattered  over  the  fields,  and  feveral  villages,  enhance 
the  charms  of  this  delightful  view,  which,  on  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I 
was  too  indifpofed  to  enjoy.  I  was  obliged  to  creep  into  my  bed,  although 
it  was  fcarcely  five  o'clock,  to  fuftain  my  fit  of  the  ague,  to  take  ar^ 
emetic,  and  to  renounce  whatever  remarkable  objects  this  place  itfelf,  or 
its  vicinity,  may  contain. 

SHAKERS.. 

In  America,  or  at  Icaft  in.  fome  States  of  the  Union,  no  ftages  are  fuf- 
fered  to  travel  on  Sundays  ;  this  is  the  cafe  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Mac-Elrot  and  myfelf  fpent,  therefore,  the  morning  in  vifiting 
the  fociety  called  Shakers,  who  have  formed  a  fettlement,  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  inn.  Had  I  not  been  indiipofed  the  preceding  evening, 
I  fliouldhave  feen  them  at  work,  and,  by  means  of  my  continual  queries, 
might  have  obtained  fome  accurate  information  concerning  their  origin, 
their  regulation,  the  mode  of  hufbanding  and  diftributing  the  common 
wealth  of  the  fociety,  the  manner  of  purchafing  eilates,  of  recruiting  and 
preferving  the  fociety,  and  elpecially  on  its  prefent  ftate.  We  were  now 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  viewing  their  villages,  the  infide  of  their 
houfes,  their  gardens,  and  their  religious  worfhip,  without  any  guide,  and 
to  reft  fatisfied  with  what  intelligence  we  could  obtain  from  our  land- 
lord and  another  man,  who  laid  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
fociety. 

As  to  their  form:  of  government,  the  fociety  is  a  republic,  goA^erned  in 
a  defpotic  manner.  All  the  members  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  fociety, 
which  fupplies  them  in  clothes  and  viftuals,  under  the  direction  o£  the 
Chief  Elder,  whom  they  elect,  and  whofe  power  is  unlimited.  Subordi- 
nate 
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nate  to  him  are  infpeftors  of  all  clafles,  invefted  wit!!  different  degrees  of 
authority.      The  accounts  reach  him  in  a  certain  regular  order  and  grada- 
tion ;  and   in  the   fame  manner  are  his  orders  carried  into  effedl.      It 
would  be  hlcfh  treafon  to  addrefs  the  Chief  Elder  himfclf,  unlcfs  the  ad- 
dreffer  belongs  to  a  clafs  which  enjoys  this  privilege  ;  in  any  other  cafe 
this  offence  is  feverely  puniflicd,  or  cenfured,   if  it  be  committed  by   a 
ftranger,  ignorant  of  this  law.     Marriage   is  prohibited   in  this   fociety, 
which  is  recruited  merely  by  profclytcs,  who  are,  however,  far  Icfs   nu- 
merous at  prcfent,  than  eighty  j^ears  ago,  when  they  firft  fettled  in  this 
country.      Married  men  and  women  are  admitted  into  the    fociety,   on 
condition  that  they  renounce  each  other.     They  frequently  bring  their 
children  with  them,  who  in  this  cafe  become  a  coinmon  property  of  the 
fociety.      It  fometimes  happens,  that,  in  fplte  of  the  prohibition,  the  flefh 
will  have  its  way ;   but,  in  fuch  cafes,  a  fcvere,  exemplary,  and  corporal, 
punifhment  is  inflid;cd  on  the  offenders ;   and  this   punilhment   is  not 
mitigated,  if  they  effedl  their  efcape  to  join  in  lawful  wedlock,  for,   on 
their  being  apprehended,  they  are  puniflied  with  the  fame  feverity,   as  if 
they  were  not  married.     Although  the  members  of  this  fociety   do  not 
bind  themfelvcs  by  vows,  yet,   in  clofe  adherence  to  their  tenets,   men 
and  women  live  in  feparate  apartments,  though  in  the  fame  houfe.    The 
village  contains  four  fuch  houfes  ;   all   the  other  buildings  are  ftorcs  or 
Ihops,  in  wliich  all  forts  of  trade  and  manufactures  are  carried  on.    They 
make  cloth,  gauze,  flioes,  faddles,  whips,    nails,  cabinct-^^ork,    in  fliort, 
ever  article  which  is  fure  to  find  a  ready  market.     They  lell  their  com- 
modities either  here  or  in  the  neighbouring  tov/ns.     The  women  per- 
form fuch  bufinefs  as  is  generally  allotted  to  their  fex. 

Tin;'  frame  of  fociety  has  attained,  it  Ihould  fecm,  a  high  decree  of 
perfection.  The  emulation  amone  the  members  is  uncommonly  gre  \t, 
and  the  fociety  poffcffes  confidcrablc  property,  the  amount  of  which  is, 
however,  knovvu  to  none  but  the  Chief  Elder.  The  Shakers  arc  an 
honell,  good  naturcd,  fct  of  people  ;  they  perform  their  engagements 
with  the  utmoft  punt'luality,  are  excellent  neighbours,  taithRiI  workmen, 
and  very  moderate  in  their  prices.     This  is  the  wliolc  ftock  of  inlorma- 
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tlon  which  I  have  been  able  to  colledl  on  the  abfurdities  and  pecuUaritics 
of  the  Shakers. 

In  regard  to  the  form  of  their  reUgious  worfhip,  I  can  fpeak  from  my  own 
obfervation.  On  our  arrival  they  were  already- aflembled  in  the  place  where 
they  held  their  meeting.  This  is  a  hall,  about  feventy  feet  in  length  by 
forty-five  or  fifty  in  breadth,  with  eighteen  windows,  by  which  light  and  a 
free  circulation  of  air  is  procured.  At  each  end  of  the  hall  is  a  fire-place  ; 
benches  are  placed  all  along  the  walls,  and  fome  on  the  right  ot  the  fire- 
place. The  doors,  by  which  the  men  and  women  enter  the  hall,  are  in 
one  of  the  long  fides.  The  infide  is  overlaid  with  plaifl:cr  of  Paris  ;  the 
ornaments  of  wood,  and  windovz-frames,  are  painted  light-blue,  and  the 
benches  red.  Whoever  could  find  room,  fat  down  ;  and  the  reft,  by  far 
the  greateft  part,  were  ftanding.  The  Chief  Elder  was  feated  nearly  in 
the  centre,  on  a  bench  oppofite  the  door,  and  a  place  between  the  two 
doors  was  affigncd  to  our  party.  The  moft  profound  filence  was  ob- 
ferved.  The  men  were  dreffed  in  a  blue  coat,  black  waiftcoat,  and  pan- 
taloons of  blue  and  white  fpotted  cloth.  The  women  wore  a  long  white 
gown,  a  blue  petticoat,  an  apron  of  the  fame  cloth  of  which  the  men's 
pantaloons  were  made,  a  large,  fquare,  well  plaited  handkerchief,  and  a 
plain  cap,  tied  under  the  chin,  fiich  as  the  porterefi"es  of  nunneries  are 
accuftomed  to  wear.  The  hair  of  the  men  is  combed  ftraight  down ; 
the  hats  were  all  hung  on  nails.  When  a  man  or  woman  is  tired  of  fit- 
ting, or  wiflies  to  make  room  for  another  member,  they  get  up,  and  their 
leat  is  occupied  by  others.  Every  eye  is  fixed  on  the  ground  ;  every  head 
is  bent  downward ;  and  ftupidity  is  the  chara6teriftic  feature  of  every 
face.  The  women  hold  in  their  hand  a  blue  and  white  handkerchief, 
and  they  ftood  all,  like  the  men,  with  their  arms  folded. 

The  firft  adl  of  divine  fervice  lafted  nearly  half  an  hour  ;  on  a  fignal 
of  the  Chief  Elder,  all  the  members  prefent  arofe  from,  their  feats;  and 
men  and  women  formed  two  diftintR;  rows  oppofite  to  each  other,  in 
form  of  a  fan,  the  central  point  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  Chief 
Elder,  ftanding  in  the  fame  place,  where  he  was  feated  before ;  the  rows 
opened  towards  the  corners  of  the  hall,  and  their  pofition  was  ftudied  in 

fuch 


352  TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMEIIICA, 

fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  long  deUberating  on  the  place,  where  they 
had  to  put  their  feet,  before  they  began  to  move.  After  a  filence  of  fe- 
veral  minutes  otferved  in  the  fame  pofition,  during  which  the  hands  and 
faces  of  many  of  the  members  were  llrongly  convulfed,  and  their  knees  and 
legs  fliook  and  trembled,  the  chief  made  another  fignal,  without  which 
nothing  is  done.  They  fell  all  on  their  knees,  and  arofe  again  a  few 
minutes  after.  The  Chief  Elder  now  commenced  a  chaunt,  in  which 
both  the  nofe  and  throat  bore  an  equal  fhare,  and  which  was  confined 
within  the  co'^  pafs  of  four  deep  notes  ;  no  words  could  be  diftinguiflied. 
The  whole  meeting  repeated  the  chaunt ;  and  again  cealed,  on  a  fignal 
from  the  Chief  Elder.  After  a  fliort  filence,  and  upon  another  fignal,  the 
pofition  was  changed.  Men  and  women,  who  are  conftantly  feparate, 
drew  up  in  nine  or  ten  ranks,  facing  the  chief  elder,  by  whofe  fide  two 
or  three  men  and  as  many  women,  the  elders  of  the  fociety,  had  taken 
their  feats.  The  troop  of  women  was  disjoined  from  that  of  the  men 
by  a  fmall  interval  of  one  or  two  paces.  I  have  omitted  mentioning, 
that  the  men,  previoufly  to  their  drawing  up  in  rank  and  file,  pulled  oft 
their  coats,  which  they  hung  up  by  their  hats,  and  appeared  in  their  ihirt- 
lleeves,  tied  with  a  black  riband.  The  women  changed  not  their  drefs. 
The  Chief  Elder  commenced  another  chaunt,  much  the  iame  as  the  for- 
mer, accompanied  by  the  elders,  and  the  firft  part  fung  by  the  Vs  omen, 
which  rendered  it  tolerably  melodious.  This  chaunt  w  as  no  fooner  be- 
gun, than  the  whole  aflembly  ftarted  into  a  fort  of  dance,  made  a  fpring 
and  a  bow  forwards,  a  fpring  and  a  bow  to  the  right,  a  fpring  and  a  bow 
backwards,  a  fpring  and*a  bow  to  the  left,  twelve  fprlngs  and  twelve  dows 
forwards,  and  then  began  the  fame  motions  again,  until  the  Chiet  Elder 
ceafed  to  fing,  which  is  the  fignal  of  filence  for  the  elders,  and  of  immo- 
bility for  the  dancing  members.  The  courtefies  both  of  the  men  and 
women  confift  in  a  trenufledion  :  the  head  is  bent  downwards,  the  arms 
are  open,  and  the  feet  advance  with  a  fort  of  light  caper.  The  \\omcn 
make  the  fame  courtefies  as  the  men,  but  they  glide  along  rather  than 
caper.  All  thefe  motions  are  made  to  the  tune,  with  a  precifion  and  cx- 
aftncfs,  which  would  do  honour  to  the  befl  difciplined  regiment.    When 

this 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHKPOUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  3Q3 

this  cercmonj  is  over,  they  firft  refume  their  former  poiition  in  rows, 
and  afterwards  their  feats  near  the  walls.  The  Chief  Elder  at  times  ut- 
ters a  few  words,  but  they  are  unintelligible  to  a  ftranger.  "When  all 
thefe  different  fcenes  have  been  ad:ed,  two  women  appear,  each  furnifhed 
with  a  broom,  and  fweep  firft  the  place  occupied  by  the  men,  who  draw 
up  in  clofe  order,  to  make  room  for  the  fweepers,  and  then  that  occupied 
by  the  women,  which  being  done,  the  fame  courtefies,  chaunts  and  ca- 
pers recommence  again.  The  whole  fervice  lafted  about  three  hours. 
1  had  armed  myfelf  with  a  fufficient  fliare  of  patience,  to  wait  the  clofe 
of  the  cermony,  in  hopes,  that  1  fliould  be  able  to  converfe  either  with 
the  Chief  Elder,  or  another  member  of  the  fociety  ;  but  in  this  I  was  dif- 
appointed.  Upon  a  fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder  the  meeting  was  broken 
up  ;  the  members  took  their  hats  and  fticks,  mo-ved  off  two  and  two  :  and 
the  Chief  Elder  followed,  conducted  by  one  of  the  Elders.  The  women, 
after  having  covered  their  flat  cap  with  a  hat  equally  flat,  went  out  of  the 
hall  by  a  feparate  door,  and  brought  up  the  rear,  at  an  equal  ftep,  and  their 
arms  folded. 

We  were  told,  that  they  were  going  to  dinner,  but  could  not  learn 
any  farther  particulars.  On  Sundays  no  ftrangers  obtain  admittance  to 
their  garden  ;  v/e  could  only  view  it  over  the  railings,  and  found,  that  it 
was  large,  beautiful,  and  kept  in  good  order.  All  the  culinary  plants, 
which  are  not  wanted  for  their  own  confiamption,  fhoot  up  into  feed,  of 
which  they  fell  confiderable  quantities.  All  their  railings  and  doors  are 
painted  with  as  much  care,  as  in  the  beft  kept  Englifh  garden.  The  for- 
mer run  along  the  ftreets,  to  feparate  them  from  the  houfes.  Neat  little 
pofts,  painted  with  equal  care,  mark  the  foot- way.  The  whole  forms  the 
neateft,  prettieft,  and  moft  pleafant  fight,  I  ever  faw.  I  repeat  it  once 
more,  that  what  little  I  have  feen  of  this  fociety  is  fuflicient  to  con- 
vince me,  that  with  the  utmoft  abfurdity  in  point  of  religious  principles 
and  worfhip,  the  Shakers  unite  much  order,  adivity  and  good  fenfe  in 
their  bufmefs,  and  uncommon  abilities  in  the  management  of  their  affairs. 

Among  the  fillers  were  fome  very  handfome  girls,  but  the  major  part 
'were  rather  advanced  in  years.     The  number  of  young  men  is  compara- 
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tivcly  much  greater.  This  fociety,  which  has  nothing  in  common  with 
the  Friends  or  Quakers,  was  tranfplanted,  twenty-two  years  ago,  from 
England  to  America.  The  firll:  and  principal  fettlcment  was  formed 
in  l77-i,  at  Nifqueunia,  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  a  few  miles  above 
Albany ;  fnice  that  time,  one  or  two  more  have  been  inftituted.  The 
chief  leader  of  the  fed:  is  a  woman  ;  the  firfi:  was  one  Ann  Lecoq,  who, 
it  is  reported,  had  been  kept  by  an  Englifla  officer.  She  died  in  1/84, 
and  was  fucceedcd  by  another,  ele6led  by  the  feci,  from  an  opinion,  that, 
like  her  predecefibr,  flie  is  infallible  and  allied  with  the  Deity  ;  file  refides 
in  Nifqueunia.  The  chief  elders  are  her  deputies  and  fijbfi:itutes  in  the 
different  fettlements. 

The  medicinal  waters  of  Lebanon  fpring  in  a  tolerable  quantity  behind 
the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow,  and  are  coUeCled  in  a  bafon,  fix  cubic  leet  in 
extent,  for  the  convenience  of  the  drinkers.  At  the  extremity  of  the  ba- 
fon flands  a  miferable  hut,  which  contains  the  bath,  filled  by  means  of 
one  cock,  and  emptied  by  another.  About  one  hundred  paces  below 
the  bath,  the  flime  waters  turn  a  grift-mlU  w  ith  two  courfes.  Their 
vife  is  prefcribcd  in  almoft  all  diftempers  ;  whether  they  be  of  any  fervice, 
I  know  not,  but  tliey  feemingly  enjoy  lefs  celebrity,  than  the  medicinal 
iprings  of  Balltown  and  Saratoga,  and  in  point  of  tafte  differ  not  in  the 
leaft  from  common  water.  Froin  the  great  number  of  bubbles,  that 
are  confi:antly  rifmg  from  the  bottom  to  the  furface,  the  Lebanon  wa- 
ters appear  to  be  impregnated  with  fixed  air.  Dr.  Craig,  of  Bolton,, 
the  proprietor  of  this  fpring,  is  to  eredl,  next  year,  the  neceflluy  buildings' 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  valetudinarians,  who  repair  to  this  place 
for  the  ufe  of  the  waters. 

The  price  of  land  is  here,  according  to  its  variations  of  qualit}',  from 
fix  to  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  Mr.  Stow,  as  well  as  his  w  hole  fa- 
mily, nurfcd  me  with  the  utmofi;  care,  during  my  illnefs. 

The  ftages  being  permitted  to  fet  out  as  foon  as  the  afternoon's  ferA'icc 
is  over,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  to  Pittsfield,  which  you  generally 
reach  the  firfi:  day  of  your  departure  from  Albany,  unlefs  it  be  a  Sunday. 
On  the  fummit  of  Hancock-mountain,  to  \^liich  you  turn  on  leav- 
ing- 
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■mg  the  low  grounds,  the  boundary  of  New  York  joins  that  of  Maffa- 
chufetts.  The  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain  widens  into  a 
more  open  profped,  although  fome  fmall  eminences  continue  yet  in 
view,  which  are  cultivated  and  adorned  with  houfes.  You  fee  Pittsfield 
five  or  fix  miles  before  you  reach  it. 

It  is  a  fmall  neat  town,  built  about  twenty-five  years  ago.  The  houfes 
are  moftly  of  joiner's  work,  large  and  handfome  ;  the  price  both  of  land 
and  labour  is  much  the  fame  as  in  Lebanon,  but  the  currency  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent flandard.  A  dollar  is  here  worth  fix  fhillings.  Pittsfield  lies  in 
the  county  of  Berklhire,  which  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. 

Being  much  weakened  by  my  yefterday's  fit  of  the  ague,  and  exped:- 
ing  another  fit  this  morning,  I  lay  down  as  foon  as  I  arrived.  My  reft 
was  however  interrupted  by  a  love-fcene,  aded  in  the  paflage,  by  Mr. 
Mac-Elroy  and  a  niece  of  the  landlord,  a  tall,  buxom  lafs  with  fine  eyes. 
"  Give  me  a  kifs,  my  dear — do,  give  me  a  kifs,"  I  heard  a  whole  hour 
together.  I  congratulated  my  travelling  companion  the  next  morning 
on  his  amorous  adventure,  which,  however,  had  been  confined  to  the 
moft  tender  and  ardent  kifles  on  both  fides  ;  any  thing  more  having;  been 
conftantly  refufed.  I  relate  this  trifling  anecdote,  as  it  may  fer\-e  to  give 
an4dea  of  American  manners.  Adventures  of  this  defcription  are  faid 
to  be  very  common,  without  the  leafl:  difparagement  to  the  honour  of 
the  amorous  lafTes,  although  at  times  they  are  carried  fomewhat  farther. 

Having  arrived  yefl:erday  in  a  covered  cart,  we  were  promifed  a  better 
carriage  for  this  day's  journey;  and  yet  this  better  carriage  confilled  in 
an  open  cart.  On  confidering  that  I  was  to  fuftain  my  fit  of  the  ague  in 
this  cart,  I  could  not  but  find  it  extremely  inconvenient ;  but  the  law  of 
neceffity  fuperfedes  all  deliberation.  I  was  at  confiderable  pains  to  ob- 
tain a  Httle  hay,  on  which  I  might  reft ;  and  thus  lliaking  with  the  cold 
£t  of  the  ague,  and  broiled  by  the  fcorching  fun,  I  pafi"ed  over  the  Green 
Moivntains,  a  wild,  rocky  trad  of  country,  but  cultivated  up  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  mountains ;  a  fcenc,  which  fiequently  recalled  to  my  mind 
the  profpeds  of  Switzerland,  and  efpecially  the   mountains  in  the  Pays 
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dc  Vand.  'J'})C  rrxifl  lies  o>/cr  a  chain  f>f  rocks.  Midway  from  North - 
!iiTi]>toii  oiir  ( ;irf  lt(>|^])c,(i.  Utterly  unaMc  to  proceed  any  farther,  I  lay 
down  to  (iifi.iiii  my  lit  of  the  ague,  and  continued  in  bed  two  hours. 
'J'Jir()u;ili  the  ( onijjailion  of  the  driver,  v/e  obtained  liere  a  covered  poft- 
coach,  fu(i>ended  upon  fj)rin,L';s,  and  thus  reached  at  lengtli  Northampton, 
a  neat  town,  fituatcd  In  a  plcaiimt  (.oiintry,  and  containing  many  }iand- 
fonic  and  cfjiiveinc  iit  hoide:-,,  among  which  is  an  inn,  icarccly  ecjiaalled 
by  ;iny  <Ahcr  in  Anxnlea.  lln:  building  is  fpacious  and  neat,  the  apart- 
mentH  are  well  difliibutcd,  the  iimnily  coidifls  of  well-bred  people,  and  the 
articles  of  provifion  are  good  and  in  abundance.  The  fituation  of  North- 
ampton is  extremely  |)lcanint.  'i'lic.  liard'-.s  of  the  Conncdlcut,  on  which  the 
town  is  featcd,  offer  a  dclightlul  jirofpedl,  and  lie  almoft  entirely  in  grafi. 
The,  hoiifes  are  well-built  and  neatly  j)ainted.  The  number  of  the  in- 
liabil;uit,s  amountH  to  ■fixteen  hundred.  It  is  the  capital  f}f  the  covmty  of 
Jfainpfhire,  in  the  ibil'-  of  Maffachufctts.  'J'lic  town  carries  on  fbmc 
trifling  trade  witli  I  fart  lord,  to  which  it  tranfmits,  in  veffels,  the  produce 
of  the  furrounding  country,  (ireat  numbers  of  cattle  arc  fattened  in  the 
county,  which  contains  about  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Mairiichufetts  is  as  much  cultivated  as  France.  I  certainly  did  not  pafs 
through  the  mort;  fertile  part  of  this  flatc,  it  bt-ing  covered  with  ihmcs  and 
rocks,  and  yet  it  is  throughout  cultivated.  The  houfes  lie  clofe  to  each 
other,  and  Hand  in  the  rnidii  of  the  fields  and  farm.s  to  which  they  belong. 
They  are  extremely  wc  II  built,  cf)nfifl  of  joiner's  work,  and  arc  very  neatly 
painted  wliltc.  The  liable;;  and  barn;;  are  painted  red.  Nearly  all  the 
fences  .are  made  ol  (b>ncs  collec'led  from  the,  (1(  Ids.  'I"hc  harvefl'  is  c.cjm- 
y>ietely  lioufi:d,  and  the  ilirmers  arc  butied  in  mowing  the  aftcr-crf)p  of 
grals.  Six  or  fc  ven  mowers  are  at  work  in  the  fame  meadow.  This 
carries  an  appearance  of  acitivity  and  profperity,  which  is  extremely  pleaf- 
ing,  and  keeps  alive  the  remembrance  of  ICurope.  Numbers  of  horfes 
are  fvxn  in  the  fields,  which,  however,  are  not  remarkable  lor  beauty. 
The  cattle  are  oi'  a  fuic  breed,  and  all  the  pallurc-grounds  arc  covered 
with  them. 

On  Icavuig  Northampton,  you  crofs  the  beautiful  river  Connedicut. 

The 
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The  banks,  being  well-woodedj  and  floping  gently  towards  the  bed  of  the 
ftream,  fecure  the  country  from  Inundation.  While  croffing  the  ri^'erJ 
I  learned,  that  veflels  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen  fail  fifty  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  and  that  fliips  can  come  up  as  fiir  as  within  forty 
miles  of  Noithampton.  We  halted  in  Bellytown,  where  the  NeW 
York  road  meets  that  of  Albany.  Our  travelling  party  had  this  morning 
already  been  encreafed  by  a  dirty  little  boy,  and  was  now  augmented  by 
the  pafiengers,  who  arrived  in  the  New  York  ftage,  and  by  tvv^o  other 
travellers,  a  Mr.  Williamson',  a  land-holder  of  Georgia  and  pleafant 
companion,  but  a  violent  partizan  of  the  Anti-fcderalifh  party  ;  and  a 
young  man  of  New  York,  whofe  name  I  did  not  learn.  Continually  the 
fame  Ibrt  of  land,  but  better  roads  as  far  as  Spencer,  where  the  two  wag- 
goners of  the  old  and  new  Bofton  roads  waited  our  arrival,  to  try  to  pre- 
vail upon  us,  each  in  his  turn,  to  give  the  preference  to  his  road.  1  was 
determined  to  choofe  that,  which  the  others  fhould  not.  I  wanted  fur- 
ther reft  and  convenience,  as  I  had  not  pafled  the  day,  on  which  I  was 
free  from  the  fever,  quite  fo  well  as  the  firft. 

THE  FAMILY  OF  WILLIAMS. 

Wc  made  our  arrangements  in  fuch  manner,  that  four  pcrfons  on])- 
obtained  feats  in  our  ftagc-coach  ;  I  procured  a  back  feat.  In  Worccilev 
three  ladies  joined  our  party,  who,  on  perceiving  my  fickly  appearance, 
would  not  accept  my  feat.  But,  notwithftanding  their  politencfs,  and 
in  fpitc  of  my  firm  determination  to  bear  up  as  long  as  pofiible,  I  \\as 
obliged  to  ftop  at  Marlborough,  Unable  to  endure  any  longer  the  jolt- 
ing of  the  coach,  I  was  neceffitated  to  entreat  my  travelling  companions 
to  fet  me  down  at  an  inn,  where  I  was  certain  of  an  opportunity  of  pur- 
fuing  my  journey  in  the  mail-coach.  And  Avell  had  I  aoiic  to  ftop  ^ere, 
for  1  was  no  fooner  in  bed,  than  I  was  fcizcd  with  a  verv  violent  fit  of 
illnefs,  in  addition  to  the  ague.  Although  exccffivcly  ill,  I  w;is  fenfiblc 
of  my  dreadful  fituation,  being  thus  laid  on  a  bed  of  ficknefs  among  peo- 
ple who  had  never  fcen  me  before  ;  and  this  idea  threw  me  into  an  a^i- 
tation  of  mind,  which  bordered  on  dcfpair.     But,  fortunately  the  family, 
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in  wliofe  houfc  I  had  flopped,  were  the  beft  people  in  the  world.  Both 
men  and  women  took  as  inuch  care  of  me,  as  it  I  had  been  their  own  child. 
Efpeciallv  the  women,  young  and  old — for  the  family  is  very  numerous — 
nurfed  me  with  the  iitmoft  folicitude  and  attention.  -  Having  obferved, 
that  I  was  attacked  by  a  diarrhoea,  which  laftcd  two  days,  and  was  pro- 
bably the  etfeil  of  heat  upon  an  emaciated  conftitution,  they  infifted  up- 
on fending  for  a  phyfician.  I  was  obliged  to  j'ield  to  their  rcmon- 
ftrances  ;  the  phyfician  cam.e  ;  and,  as  he  could  not  poiubly  leave  me 
without  prefcribing  fomething,  he  gave  me  pills.  I  was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  continuing  four  days  longer  in  this  houfe,  where  I  experienced 
the  beft  treatment ;  and  which,  from  my  uncommon  weaknels,  I  was 
not  able  to  leave.  I  had  there  another  fit  of  the  fever,  which  rendered 
me  delirious,  and  afforded  me  additional  grounds  to  praife  this  excellent 
family. 

Their  nam.e  is  Williams.  The  great  grandfather  of  the  Williams, 
who  at  prefent  keeps  the  inn,  arrived  here  with  the  firft  fettlers  from 
England,  and,  which  is  peculiarly  remarkable,  built  the  houfe  which  is 
now  inhabited  by  his  great  grandfon.  The  room,  which  I  occupied,  has 
not  fmce  that  time  undergone  the  leaft  alteration  ;  all  the  defcendants  of 
the  firit  Williams,  the  prefent  landlord  included,  were  born  in  this  room. 
The  brothers  of  the  landlord,  the  fillers  of  his  wife,  their  children,  and 
his  own,  live  all  together,  and  form  one  family. 

Befide  the  inn,  which  being  much  frequented  cannot  but  yield  a  con- 
fiderable  profit,  Williams  poflefies  an  eftatc  of  two  hundred  acres,  nearly 
three-fourths  of  which  arc  under  cultivation,  or,  to  fpcak  more  propcrl}-, 
he  in  trrafs,  which  is  the  2;cncral  cuftom  in  Maffachufetts.  Meadows, 
which  are  mowed  very  early,  yield  a  fecond  crop,  and  produce  from  tAVO 
to  three  tons  of  hay  per  acre.  Such  land  as  docs  not  lie  in  grafs  is  fown 
with  Indian  corn.  They  alfo  fow  a  little  oats  and  barley,  but  no  more 
than  is  ncccflary  for  the  feed  of  the  horfcs  and  the  confumption  of  the 
inn.  The  prejudice  in  favour  of  Indian  corn  is  deeply  rooted  in  this 
country;  but  the  fbate  of  agriculture  is,  upon  the  whole,  far  better  here 
than  in  any  part  of  America,  which  I  have  hitherto  traverfcd.  The  dung 
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is  carefully  prefervedj  and  even  the  llreet-dirt  is  made  ufc  of  as  a  manure, 
and  in  fpring  laid  on  the  fields.  Agriculture  is  not  fo  well  underftood 
here  as  in  England  ;  but  they  think  of  the  moft  proper  means  of  carrying- 
it  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection,  and  converfe  on  agricultural  improve- 
ments with  good  fenfe  and  judgment.  Cattle  are  here  in  great  abund- 
ance, and  of  a  very  fine  breed.  Bofton  offers  a  certain  and  ready  mar- 
ket for  all  the  produd:ions  which  can  be  fent  thither.  The  breed  of 
pigs  is  remarkably  fine  ;  they  grow  uncommonly  fat.  Day-labourers 
may  be  procured  in  great  abundance  ;  their  wages  are  four  foillings  and 
fixpence  a  day,  or  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a  month. 

This  part  of  America  difplays  in  every  refpeft  true  European  induftry. 
In  every  village  the  ftreets  along  the  road  are  lined  with  fhops.  Cabinet- 
-makers, flaoe-makers,  faddlers,  coach-makers,  and  tanners,  are  very  nu- 
merous. My  friend  Williams  was  not  fufficiently  verfed  in  the  political' 
economy  of  the  country  to  inform  me  of  the  exa6t  proportion  of  the  taxes 
and  other  public  burthens.  All  he  was  able  to  tell  me  on  this  fubje<ft 
was,  that  the  aggregate  fum  of  his  afieflments,  taxes,  county  and  parifli 
rates  included,  amounts  yearly  to  about  forty  dollars,  befides  four  dollars 
and  half  for  his  licence  to  keep  the  inn.  DoClor  Cotty,  a  furgeon,  who 
attended  me,  and  poflcfi'es  an  eftate  of  eighty  acres,  pays  no  more  than 
twenty  dollars.  He  is  alfo  a  very  worthy  man,  whom  i  have  every  rea-^ 
fon  to  praife. 

All  thefe  people  bufy  themfelvcs  much  with  politics,   and  from  the*- 
landlord  down  to  the  houfe-maid  they  all  read  two  ncv/fpapers  a  day. . 
Mr.  Williams  and  Dr.  Cotty  are  by  no  nieans  friendly  to  the  treaty,  be-^ 
caufe  they  do  not  like  the  Englilli,  and  contend  that  no  reliance  can  ba 
placed  on  that  nation.      But  they  fay,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  muft  all 
be  left  to  the  Prefidcnt,  who  will  make  every  thing  right.      T  muft  repeat 
it  once  more,   that  1  cannot  befiow  too  much  praife  on  the  kindnefs  of 
thefe   excellent  people.     Being   a  ftranger,   utterly  unacquainted  with 
them,  fick,  and  appearing  in  the  garb  of  mediocrity,  bordering  on  indi- 
a;ence,  I  pofieffed  not  the  leafl  claim  on  the  hofpitality  of  this  refpe6table 
family,  but  fuch  as  their  own  kindnefs  and  humanity  could  fiaggcft ;  and 
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yet,  durin -■  the  five  days  I  continvicd  in  their  houfe,  they  negleClcd  their 
own  bufinefs  to  nurfe  mc  with  the  tendered  care  and  unwearied  foHci- 
tude.  They  heightened  ftill  more  the  gcnerolity  of  their  conduft  by 
making  up  their  account  in  a  manner  fo  extremely  reafonable,  that  three 
times  its  amount  would  not  have  been  too  much  for  the  trouble  I  had 
caufcd  th  cm.  May  this  refpeftable  family  ever  enjoy  the  bleffmgs  which 
they  fo  w>;Il  dcferve  !  This  fliall  be  my  conft.mt,  ferment  wifli  until  my 
lafl:  moment. 

Having  at  length  recovered  fomewhat  more  ftrength,  to  bear  the  fa- 
tigue of  a  journey,  and  being  defirous  of  reaching  Bollon,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  as  I  hoped  to  find  fome  letters  in  that  city,  I  took  a  feat  in  the  mail- 
coach,  which  ftops  at  Williams's  houfc.  It  is  the  fame  fort  of  carriage 
as  a  ftage-coach,  except  that  it  is  lighter,  better  fufpended,  and  takes  but 
fix  paiTengers,  its  chief  deftination  being  to  carry  the  mail.  I  had  fcarcely 
proceeded  three  or  four  miles,  when  we  w^ere  met  by  a  coach  and  four. 
It  was  General  Knox,  who,  during  a  temporary  rcfidence  in  Bofton,  on 
account  of  private  bufinefs,  having  accidentally  learned,  that  I  lay  ill  at 
Marlborough,  came  to  take  me  to  Boffcon.  My  fatisfj(?tion  and  grati- 
tude for  this  uncommon  kindnefs  may  be  eafily  conceived.  I  had  fre- 
quently feen  him  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  winter, ;  had  often 
been  at  his  houfe,  which  I  found  extremely  pleafant ;  but  had  not  the 
leaft  rip-ht  to  expeft  fuch  a  diftinguifhed  aft  of  kindnefs.  I  was  too  weak 
to  exprefs  my  feelings,  but  was  the  more  overwhelmed  by  them. 

The  road  from  Marlborough  to  Boflon  is  a  continual  village.  Twenty 
miles  from  this  city  begins  an  uninterrupted  line  of  handfome  houfcs, 
cleanly  and  pleafant  buildings,  neat  gardens,  and  fine  orchards,  which 
form  all  together  a  rich  and  delightful  profpeil,  the  charms  of  which  are 
ilill  more  enhanced  by  numberlefs  horfes,  cattle,  and  fheep,  which  enliven 
the  landfcape,  and  are  fheltered  from  the  fcorching  fun  by  clumps  of 
trees,  planted  for  that  purpofe.  You  fee  every  where  numerous  churches, 
of  a  fimple  conftru6tion,  but  neatly  painted,  and  furnilhed  with  fine 
fpires.  They  are  furrounded  with  open  ftables,  in  whicli  the  country- 
people  put  up  their  horfes  during  the  fcrvice.     This  is  a  pretty  general 
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cuftom  throughout  America,  unknown  hi  Europe,  but  which  is  more 
■carefully  attended  to  in  Mafllichufetts,  the  molt  opulent  and  populous  of 
thefc  ftates  I  have  hitherto  feen. 

At  iaft  you  pafs  through  the  handfome  village  of  Cambridge,  and  reach 
Bofton  by  a  wooden  bridge,  which  was  finiflied  laft  year,  and  which,  in- 
cluding the  caufeway  leading  to  it,  is  a  mile  in  length.  This  bridge  was- 
conftmfted  at  the  expence  of  a  company,  who  receive  a  toll,  w^hich 
yields  nearly  twenty  per  cent  intereft  on  the  capital  fpent  in  building  the 
bridge.  I  was  too  much  indifpofed  fully  to  enjoy  the  view  of  this  de- 
lightful country,  which  reminds  a  man  of  England  on  many  accounts, 
but  was  not  altogether  infeniible  to  its  charms. 

BOSTON. 

The  towns,  which  are  moft  populous,  moil:  ancient,  and  moft  fiourifhing 
in  point  of  trade  and  induflry,  and  which  on  thefe  grounds  intereft  moft 
the  curiofity  of  foreigners,  are  exaftly  thofe  on  which  a  traveller  has  leaft 
to  remark.  All  the  obfervations,  which  he  might  make  in  regard  to  them, 
have  been  anticipated  by  others,  and  he  will  frequently  wafte  his  talents 
in  repeating,  with  lefs  accuracy,  what  hiftoriographers,  gazetteers,  nay 
diredlories,  have  faid  before  him.  This  is  exaAly  the  cafe  with  Bofton. 
Dr.  Morfe's  American  Geography,  and  a  variety  of  directories,  publifhed 
in  that  town,  give  a  more  minute,  and  probably  a  more  exadl  account  of 
it,  than  all  the  infonnation  which  the  moft  adlive  foreigner  can  colle6l  in 
the  fpace  of  ftx  months.  I  fliall,  therefore,  forbear  entering  into  any  de- 
tails, which  would  be  ufclefs,  and  which  my  friends  may  eafily  procure. 

The  town  of  Bofton  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula.  The  ifthmus,  which 
connedls  it  with  the  continent,  is  but  a  few  yards  in  breadth,  fo  that  it 
might  eafdy  be  cut  through,  fhould  the  fafety  of  the  place  demand  it. 
Bofton  is  fo  completely  girt  by  the  fea,  that  the  fhorteft  bridge,  by  which 
you  can  reach  it,  is  a  third  of  a  mile  in  length. 

The  harbour  is  four  or  five  miles  in  depth,  of  a  ftill  greater  breadth, 
and  interfperfed  with  numerous  iflands,  which  form  a  more  plcafing 
profped:  from  none  of  them  being  perfedlly  flat  and  level. 
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Several  of  thefe  iflands  arc  fituatcd  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
which  from  one  fide  to  the  other  may  be  five  miles  in  breadth,  but  the 
navigable  part  of  which  is  fcarcely  half  a  mile  wide.  The  paflage  be- 
tween moft  of  thefe  iflands  is  inacccffible  for  fliips  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred tons  burthen.  The  only  channel,  paflable  for  fliips  of  a  larger  fize, 
lies  between  two  Iflands,  one  of  which  is  called  Cafl:le  Ifland,  and  the 
other  Governor's  Ifland,  half  a  mile  diftant  from  each  other.  This  chan- 
nel is  fi:ill  more  narrowed  by  a  third  of  it  only  having  fufficient  depth 
of  water,  efpeclally  for  fliips  of  a  deep  draught,  which  are  obliged  to 
flieer  along  Caflle  Ifland  at  the  dlfi:ance  of  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
land.  If  thefe  iflands  were  fortified  in  fi.ich  a  manner,  as  to  be  able 
to  cannonade  fliips  with  cfFcd:  long  before  they  could  draw  near,  and 
even  after  they  had  reached  the  port,  the  town  of  Bofton  would  be  mofl: 
powerfully  prote(lied  from  any  attack,  that  might  be  made  on  it. 

General  Knox,  who  but  very  lately  refigned  the  place  of  Secretary  at 
War,  told  me,  that  not  only  are  plans  drawn  up  and  approved  of  for 
creding  thefe  fortifications,  but  that  Congrefs  has  alfo  refolvcd  to  bear 
the  expencc,  eflimated  at  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  forty  thoufand 
of  which  were  already  granted  two  years  ago,  that  the  work  might  imme- 
diately be  commenced  ;  but  that  the  Icglflature  of  the  State  of  Maflachu- 
fctts  oppofes  the  execution  of  this  plan. 

As  many  of  my  readers  may  be  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  the  poflTibl- 
lity  of  fuch  an  oppofition  to  the  refolution  of  the  Congrefs,  and  to 
the  pofitive  orders  of  the  Prefident,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  explain  this 
matter. 

If  a  place  is  to  be  fortified  by  the  Union,  the  State,  in  the  territory  of 
which  it  is  feated,  niufl:  previoufly  cede  it  to  the  Union,  which  takes  it  un- 
der its  immediate  proteftion,  and  the  ccflion  of  the  above  iflands  has  hither- 
to met  with  fo  ftrong  an  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  legiflature,  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  poffiblc  to  obtain  it.  The  true  caufe  of  this  oppofition  is 
the  general  averfion  of  the  States  againft  fubjecfling  any  part  ot  their  ter- 
ritory to  the  fupremacy  of  the  Union,  and  the  pretence  alleged  in  the 
cafe  under  confideration  is,  that  Caftlc  Ifland  is  the  only  fafe  place  for 

convic'ts. 
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Gonvicfts,  who  are  kept  Ji ere  to  hard  labour,  and  who  cannot  be  fent  to 
any  other  place  equally  fafe  and  convenient. 

The  legiflative  powxr  has,  however,  made  the  propofal  of  fortifying 
this  ifland,  without  ceding  it  to  the  Union.  Sixty  foldiers,  paid  by  the 
Hate,  form  the  garrifon  of  this  ifland,  v>'hich  violates  the  fpirit  as  v,'cll  as 
the  letter  of  the  conftitutional  a6l,  enafting,  in  exprefs  terms,  "  that  in 
time  of  peace  no  fmgle  ftate  fliall  maintain  any  regular  troops." 

The  anti-federalift  party  are  charged  as  being  the  chief  authors  and 
abettors  of  the  above  oppolition  ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  op- 
pofers  belong  all  to  that  party.  Their  number,  it  is  afferted,  begins  now 
to  decreafe,  and  the  whole  fenate  is  favourably  difpofed  for  the  fortifica- 
tion, fo  that  it  probably  will  foon  be  commenced. 

In  this  probable  manner,  the  otherwife  inconceivable  oppofition  to 
the  joint  will  of  the  Congrefs  and  Prefidcnt,  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  im- 
portance, has  been  explained  to  me. 

All  the  inhabitants,  with  whom  I  have  converfed  on  the  preffing  ne- 
ceffity  of  ered;ing  thefe  fortifications,  manifefted  a  fort  of  indliFerencc, 
for  which  I  can  only  account  from  their  attention  being  entirely  engrofi^ed 
by  their  private  affairs.  If  you  obferve  to  them  "  That  the  Englifh,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  may  eafily  run  three  or  four  frigates  into  the  har- 
bour, burn  all  the  fliipping,  fet  the  houfes  on  fire,  and  retreat  without  the 
leafl;  danger" — they  grant  all  this,  but  add,  "  The  Englifli  will  not  come  ; 
we  have  no  war,  and  fliall  wage  none  ;  we  have  nothing  to  fear."  They 
feem  to  forget,  that  the  fpirit  of  revenge  againft  revolted  fiibjefls  con- 
ftantly  animates  Great  Britain  ;  which  will  never  confider  the  Americans 
but  in  that  light ;  though  circumftances  may  force  the  Englifli  cabinet  to 
enter  into  public  negociations  with  the  United  States,  and  that  this  fpirit 
of  revenge  is  peculiarly  directed  againft  Bofton,  where  the  revolution  be- 
gan in  fo  decifive  a  manner*.     They   feem   not  to  confider,   that  the 

wealth 

•  The  futility  of  this  reafoning  precludes  refutation,  hut  it  is  a  ciicumflance,  vvc/ithy 
of  remark,  that  the  Frefident  of  the  Union,  under  whofe  adminiftration  the  relations  of 
amity  and  friendlhip  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  have  been  fo  fully 
eftablifhed,  is  the  man  who  bore  the  moft  confpicuous  part  in  the  decifive  meafuvcs  which 
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wealth  and  importance  of  Bofton  afford  additional  rcafbns  for  flrengthcn- 
ing  its  means  of  defence,  and  that  the  importance  of  a  ftate  is  encreafed 
in  the  ellrlmation  of  its  enemies,  aiad  of  all  foreign  powers,  in  proportion 
as  it  is  rendered  lefs  vulnerable,  by  the  adoption  of  the  moll  proper  and 
moft  vigorous  meafures  of  defence. 

Thefe  are  all  principles  of  acknowledged  truth ;  and  thefe  maxims  fo 
evidently  apply  to  the  United  States,  and  efpecially  to  Bollon,  that  even 
the  circumflance  of  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  beins:  entirely  ab- 
forbed  by  their  private  intereft  falls  fliort  of  fatisfaftorlly  explaining  the 
Indifference,  which  they  dlfplay  in  regard  to  fortifications,  of  the  neceffity 
of  which  they  are  perfectly  aware. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Caflle  Ifland,  garrlfoned  by  fisty  armed  foldiers, 
and  where  on  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  rampart  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  are 
lying,  mofl  of  which  are  deftltute  of  trunnions,  woiild  be  a  matter  of 
lincere  regret  even  for  him,  who  fliould  have  the  intereft  of  America  and 
the  humiliation  of  England  lefs  at  heart,  than  I  have.*  I  lament  it  molt 
fincerely,  inafmuch,  as  fettlng  apart  the  confideratlon  of  danger,  it  be- 
fpeaks  a  degree  of  national  Indolence,  which,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  is  truly 
difgraceful. 

Governor's  Ifland  is  ftlll  lefs  fortified  than  Caftle  Ifland  ;  a  block-houfe, 
ere<?ted  on  an  eminence,  forms  the  only  means  of  defence.  In  France- 
three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  would  be  mounted  in  thefe  lllands,  and 
the  rnoft  pai-fimonlous  adminillratlon  would  not  repine  at  this  expcnce, 
to  whatever  fum  it  might  amount. 

The  foldlers,  who  form  the  garrifon  of  Caftle  Ifland,  have  a  very  dirty 
and  mean  appearance,  which  does  not  fecm  to  be  an  infeparable  attribute 
of  republican  troops. 

commenced  the  revolution  at  Bofton,  the  man  who  in  Brissot's  judgment  "  has  the  cx- 
eefs  of  republican  virtues"  and  who  of  ronfcquence  mufl  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  tho 
wifdom  of  the  political  fyftem  which  he  has  purfued  with  unlhakcn  firmncfs. — Tranjl. 

*  The  candour,  with  which  the  author  here  points  out  the  f(jurce  of  his  inveftives 
againfl:  the  Britilh  government,  and  the  origin  of  the  farcaftic  ccnfure,  which  on  all  oc- 
cafions  he  paffes  on  the  Knglifh  cabinet,  deferves  much  praife.  He  inveighs  and  cen- 
lurcs,  becaufe  he  anxioully  dcfucs  the  hwniiiation  of  England. — Tranjl. 

The 
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Tiie  convicts  of  the  ilate  of  Mafl'iichufctts  are  fent  to  this  ifland,  where 
they  are  kept  at  hard  labour.  Thev  are  chiefly  employed  in  making 
nails  and  flioes,  and  are  confined  by  day  ;  fo  that  in  this  refpe6l  their  fate 
is  not  worfe,  than  that  of  the  g'arrifon.  But  no  effe6tual  raeafures  have^ 
been  adopted  to  improve  their  morals,  or  provide  for  their  welfare  at  the 
end  of  their  imprlfonmeint.  The  machinery,  introduced  into  all  other 
nail-manufa(5i:ories  of  America,  to  fhorten  and  cafe  hard  labour,  are  hL'rc 
o«/k  excluded,  ib  that  the  convi(51;s  work  to  great  difadvantage,  if  com- 
pared with  other  workm.en,  and  are  not  able  to  lay  by  any  favings  dur- 
ing the  time  of  their  captivity,  which  they  might  ufcfully  emplo}^,  when 
reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  This  heedleffnefs  contrails,  in  a 
ftriking  manner,  with  the  admirable  attention  and  order  which  prevail 
in  the  prifons  of  Philadelphia,  the  excellent  ftate  of  which  will  furnifh 
juft  grounds  of  cenfure  againft  all  the  other  flates,  as  long  as  they  imitate 
not  the  laudable  example  of  Pennf)'lvania. 

The  Englifh  laws,  called  in  England  the  common  law,  are  obferved 
in  the  flate  of  Maffachufetts  in  regard  to  all  fiich  points  as  are  not  de- 
cided in  a  different  manner  by  a  pofitive  law^  which  is  frequently  the 
cafe.  Fathers  poffefs  the  right  of  difpofmg  of  their  eftates  by  a  laft-will, 
in  its  vitmoft  latitude,  on  condition  of  their  leaving  to  every  one  of  their 
children  fome  part,  however  fmall,  of  their  property.  This  right,  which 
prodigality,  revenge,  paternal  difpleafure,  and  the.  imbecility  of  old  age. 
■would  frequently  abufe  in  our  European  flates,  is  here  attended  with  no 
inconvenience.  "  No  father  has  yet  made  an  ill  ufe  of  it,"  anfwercd 
they,  with  whom  I  remonftrated  on  the  plenitude  of  this  right,  veiled 
in  the  teflator.  This  anfwer,  worthy  of  Spartans,  has,  however,  not  con- 
vinced me,  that  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachufetts  are  as 
remote  from  an  ill  uie  of  unlimited  power,  as  thofe  of  the  Spartans  were 
from  parricide  at  the  time  of  Lycurgus  ;  nor  has  it  reconciled  me  to  a 
law,  which,  at  leafl  in  fome  meafure,  is  unjuil. 

The  penal  code  is   compofed  of  Englifh  laws,  fomewhat  mitigated. . 
Mr.  Sullivan,  Attorney-General  of  theftate,  takes  peculiar  care,  that 
juftice  is  adminiilered  with  mercy;  he  is  a  zealous  partizan,   it  feem.s, 
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of  the  criminal  law  of  Pennfylvanla,  and  is  now  engaged  in  endeavours  to 
get  it  adopted  by  the  legiflaturc  of  Maflachufctts. 

The  ftatc  levies  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  government,  amounting  to 
lorty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars.  The  quota  of  eacli  contributing 
inhabitant  towards  this  tax,  as  well  as  the  countv  and  parilh-rates,  is  very 
trifling,  though  more  confiderable  than  in  the  ftates  of  New  York  and 
Pennfylvania.  Property,  both  perfonal  and  real,  is  taxed  ;  and  fuch  parts 
ot  it,  as  are  not  evident,  are  rated  by  commiffi oners,  agalnft  whom  bitter 
complaints  are  preferred  at  Bofton,  relative  to  the  arbitrary  manner,  in 
which  they  frequently  proceed.  Thcfe  grievances,  it  feems,  are  not  alto- 
gether unfounded.  No  rccourfe  can  be  had  againft  an  unjuft  valuation 
on  the  part  ot  the  commifTioners,  as,  in  order  to  obtain  redrefs,  the  com- 
plainants would  be  obliged  to  difclofe  the  real  amount  of  their  property  ; 
which,  as  they  are  generally  men  of  great  wealth,  unjuftly  taxed  from 
motives  ofjealoufy  and  envy,  they  wafli  to  avoid.  Several  of  them  have 
left  Bofton,  and  fettled  in  other  flates  or  towns,  w  here  they  enjoy  fecurity 
from  arbitrary  proceedings  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Breck  of  Philadelphia  left 
Bofton  on  this  account,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Russel,  a  merchant,  gene- 
rally refpe<5ted  in  America,  intends,  it  is  aflerted,  to  fettle  in  Charleftown, 
a  fmall  town,  feparated  from  Bofton  only  by  a  bridge.  His  allcirmcnt, 
under  the  fole  head  of  capitation  or  poll-tax,  amounted  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Out  ot  the  parilTr- rates,  among  other  articles,  the  fchools  are  fupported, 
of  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Itatc,  a  certain  number  mult  be 
kept  in  each  townfhip,  proportionate  to  its  extent  and  population.  In 
addition  to.thefe  fchools,  many  colleges  have  been  inftltuted  in  this  ftatc, 
which  are  fcattcrcd  through  its  whole  extent,  for  the  convenience  of 
thofe  who  pofPefs  fufficient  property,  and  v\  ifla  to  purfue  their  ftudics  be- 
yond the  inllrudion,  \\  hich  common  fchools  can  afford.  The  Univerfity 
at  Cambridge  offers  alfo  ample  means  for  acquiring  extenfive  erudition. 
This  univerfity,  which  is  modelled  after  the  Englilh  univerfitics,  has  pro- 
fefforlhips  for  every  branch  of  tlie  fcienccs.      It  poficffcs  a  fine  library,  ii 

tolerably 
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tolerably  complete  philofophical  apparatus,  and  a  mufeum,  -which  is  yet 
rather  incomplete,  but  will,  no  doubt,  Toon  be  improved.  The  whole 
inftruAion  is  apparently  managed  on  very  good  principles.  The  funds^ 
affigned  for  its  fupport,  not  being  fufficlently  confidcrable  to  inllrucl  the 
fcholars  gratis,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  quarterly  the  moderate  lum  ot"" 
fixteen  dollars.  They  alfo  pay  fix  dollars  a  month  for  their  board,  and 
are  admitted  after  a  previous  examination  by  the  profcffors.  They  re- 
main here  four  years  ;  if  they  defire  to  continue  longer,  for  the  purpoie 
of  taking  a  degree,  they  pay  no  longer  the  above  fixteen  dollars,  but 
merely  for  their  lodgings.  Mr.  Willard,  prefident  of  the  laniverfity, 
from,  whom  I  learned  thefe  particulars,  is  a  man  of  uncommon  merit, 
verfed  in  all  the  fciences,  which  are  taught  here. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  feated  on  two  or  three  eminences,  and  in  the 
fmall  intervening  vales,  is  but  of  little  compafs.  It  has  no  regular  ftreets, 
but  is  neverthelefs  very  pleafant.  The  houfes  are  neat  and  cleanly ;  a 
great  number  have  gardens  adjoining  to  them,  and  all  afford  delightful 
profpefts.  The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  mild  and  hofpLtable  ; 
they  are  much  like  the  Englifh. 

The  opulent  inhabitants  have,  moft  of  them,  country-feats  at  fonoc 
diftance  from  the  town,  where  they  refide  in  fummer.  A  foreigner  cafily 
obtains  an  extenfive  acquaintance,  and  is  everywhere  invited,  in  a  man- 
ner fo  extremely  obliging,  as  to  preclude  all  doubts  of  the  fincerity  of  the 
invitation.  My  flate  of  health,  which  was  but  flowly  recovering,  pre.r 
vented  me  from  accepting  the  invitations  I  received,. 

I  mufl  mention  in  this  place,  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Boflon  I  found 
again  Mr,  Adams,  Vice-Prcfident  of  the  United  States,  a  man  of  fuch  un- 
common merits,  abilities,  and  talents,  that  he  has  few  equals  in  Ame- 
rica, and  is  not  everywhere  fufficlently  efleemed.  He  is  one  of  the  moft 
refpeftable  men  in  the  United  States.  No  one  contributed  more  to  the 
American  revolution,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  tlian  he.  Tlie 
agents  of  the  Britlfli  miniffcry  entertain,  therefore,  much  ill-will  againfl 
him,  although  he  has  defended  the  Englifh  conftitution  in  a  book,  full 
of  profound  refearches,  which  he  entitled  "  A  Defence  of  the  Govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  tlic  United  States."  John  Adams  refidcs  with  his  lady,  remote 
from  all  intrigues,  in  a  fmall  houfe,  fifteen  miles  from  Bofton,  which  no 
Paris  advocate  of  the  lowcft  rank  v.ould  choofe  for  his  countn,'-feat. 
Here  he  fpends  all  the  time,  which  his  fituation  as  Vice-prefidcnt  allows 
him  to  pals  from  Philadelphia,  in  reading,  and  agricultural  employments. 
He  fees  but  little  company,  fmce  the  very  moderate  fortune  he  poflcflcs 
prevents  him  from  receiving  many  vifitors  at  his  houfe.  He  is  generally 
jefpeded  ;  his  converfation  is  extremely  agreeable,  and  tinged  with  a  fort 
of  farcaflic,  yet  courteous  wit,  which  renders  it  highly  pleafmg. 

The  treaty  with  England  is  the  conftant  and  univerfal  topic  ;  it  is  dif- 
cufled  pro  et  contra,  from  one  extremity  of  the  ftatcs  to  the  other.  My 
opinion  on  this  treaty  is  not  altered  from  its  having  received  the  fandion 
of  the  Prefident.  I  admire  his  letter  to  the  felect-men  of  Boflon  ;  in  his 
pofition  it  is  impoffible  to  write  any  thing  more  beautiful,  more  noble,  or 
more  glorious.  I  blame  him  not  for  having  acceded  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate  :  purfuant  to  the  conftitution,  and  in  the  prefent  conjundure 
of  circumflanoes,  he  was  obliged  to  aft  as  he  has  done.  But,  neverthelels, 
this  treaty  is,  in  my  judgment,  prejudicial  to  the  commercial  intereils  of 
America,  w^hich  it  renders,  in  fome  meafure,  dependent  on  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  violates  the  duty  and  obligation  of  the  United  States,  to  affift 
France,  their  ally,  with  the  neceffaries  of  war.  Jt  is  a  monument  of  the 
weaknefs  of  America,  to  which  it  will  prove  produdive  of  pernicious  ra- 
ther than  advantageous  confequences.  The  only  momentary  profit,  to  be 
derived  from  this  treaty,  will  accrue  to  American  merchants,  who  can  be 
accommodated  by  the  Englifli  with  long  credit,  and  who  in  America, 
as  in  faft  in  every  other  country,  attend  more  zealoully  to  the  interefts  of 
their  counting-houfes,  than  to  the  political  advantages  of  the  ftate,  which 
they  inhabit. 

I  have  perufed  every  performance,  written  in  favour  of  this  treaty, 
without  my  opinion  having  in  the  Icafh  been  changed  even  by  Camilles. 
I  poffcfs,  I  think,  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  political  principles  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  to  be  convinced,  that  in  this  long  and  laborious  cncpiiry  he 
has  rather  ferved  his  party,  than  followed  his  own  political  opinion,  and 

that 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCTHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  409 

that,  if  he  were  freely  to  fpeak  his  mind,  he  would  confefs  his  grief  at 
having  publicly  defended  fuch  a  ftate-paper.  This  treaty  agitates,  heats, 
and  inflames  the  contending  parties  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  you  hardly 
meet  anywhere  with  cool,  moderate,  and  unimpaffioned  reafonlng.  I  flaali 
fay  no  more  on  this  fubjeft,  although  I  am  far  from  having  exhauiled  my 
arguments  againll  a  treaty,  which  I  confider  as  extremely  unfortunate  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  United  States. 

Bofton  trades  to  all  parts  of  the  globe.  The  enterprifmg  fpirit  in  point 
of  navigation,  which,  the  Americans  are  on  all  hands  allowed  to  poflels, 
ieems  in  a  peculiar  degree  to  animate  the  inhabitants  of  Nevt^  England. 
Although  the  trade  of  many  ports  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts,  north  and 
fouth  oi  Bofton,  has  of  late  years  confiderably  encreafed ;  and  although 
it  is  of  the  fame  nature  as  that  of  Bofton,  yet  I  have  been  aflured,  that 
the  trade  of  this  town,  fo  far  from  fuftering  by  it,  has,  on  the  contrary, 
never  been  in  a  more  flourifliing  condition,  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Seve- 
ral gentlemen,  having  promifed  to  fupply  me  with  comparative  tables  of 
■the  exports  and  imports  of  Bofton,  previoufly  to  my  leaving  this  town, 
I  Ihall  until  then  defer  all  calculation  on  this  interefting  fubjedl. 

Anxioully  deftrous  as  I  was  of  collefting  information  relative  to  the 
trade  with  the  South-Sea  Indians,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  navigation  off 
their  coaft,  I  could  not  but  feel  extremely  happy  at  getting  acquainted 
with  Captain  Robert,  who  returned  from  this  voyage  but  a  fortnight 
ago,  and  who  has  communicated  to  me  fome  particulars  rcfpe(5ling  this 
fubjed;,  which,  I  think,  will  not  be  deemed  here  out  of  place. 

The  obje6l  of  the  flilps,  which  are  trading  to  the  weftem  coaft  of 
'North  America,  is  chiefly  the  purchafe  of  otter- fkins,  which  they  barter 
at  Canton  for  Chlneie  goods,  either  confumed  in  America,  or  thence 
•exported  to  Europe.  The  articles,  which  they  ftiip  for  the  purpofe 
>of  exchanging  them  for  the^ttcr-fkins,  confift  of  iron,  copper,  to- 
bacco, fdver  trinkets,  collars,  &c.  This  voyage,  which  is  generally 
-made  from  Bofton  in  llnps  from  ninety  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burthen,  takes  up  from  fixteen  to  eighteen  months.  But  its  duration  is 
irequently  protradled,  and  its  prodi'.ce  leflTened  by  advcrfe  events ;  which 
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was  the  cafe  with  Captain  Robert.  He  fpent  three  years  and  eight 
months  in  this  voyage  ;  he  lofl  twenty  men  out  of  thirty-fix,  who  com- 
pofed  his  fhip's  crew,  and  a  fmall  veffel,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built 
during  his  voyage,  and  which,  he  tliought,  might  be  advantageoufly  errr- 
ployed  in  this  trade  ;  his  own  profit,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  owners,  could 
not,  therefore,  but  be  confiderably  leflened.  By  inferting  here  a  brief  ac- 
count'of  his  voyage,  I  fhall  communicate  to  my  friends  particulars,  rela- 
tive to  the  trade  and  navigation  to  the  weftern  coafb,  which,  I  truft,  they 
vvill  read  with  pleafure. 

CAPTAIN  ROBERT'S  VOYAGE  TO  THE  SOUTH  SEA. 

He  failed  from  Bofton  on  the  29th  of  November,  1791>  on  board  the 
JefFerfon,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  tuns  burthen,  mounting  eight 
guns,  and  manned  with  thirty-fix  men.  From  want  of  provifion,  and 
the  neceffity  of  repairing  fome  damage,  which  his  fliip  had  fuflained  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  put  into  Valparaifo,  a 
Spanifli  fettlement  on  the  coaffc  of  South  America,  in  latitude  thirty - 
three  degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  eighty-four  degrees.*  He  remained 
here  a  whole  month,  and  failed  hence  up  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  on 
the  5th  of  July  he  arrived  off  the  Spanifh  ifland  of  St.  Ambrofe,  which  lies 
in  twenty-fix  degrees  thirteen  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  eighty  degrees 
fifty-five  minutes  weft  longitude,  from  Greenwich.  This  ifland,  which 
has  the  appearance  of  having  had  volcanic  eruptions,  abounds  with  fcals, 
which  lie  on  the  rocks,  and  are  eafily  killed  by  the  feamen,  who  frequently 
kill  from  two  to  five  hundred  of  them  with  bludgeons,  in  the  courfc  of 
one  morning.  During  the  two  months  and  a  half  the  Captain  continued 
on  this  ifland,  his  crew  colle<R;ed  and  cured  thirteen  thoufand  feal-fkins, 
which  are  fold  in  China  for  fixty  dollars  a  hundred.     The   oil,  which  is 

*  The  author  is  mifiaformcd  in  regard  to  tlie  fituation  of  Valparaifo.  It  lies  in  latitude 
thirty-three  degrees  two  minutes  thirty-fix  feconds  fouth,  and  longitude  feventy-fevcn  de- 
grees twenty-nine  minutes  weft,  and  has  a  harbour,  which  forms  the  port  of  St.  Jago, 
three  hundred  and  ninety  miles  caft  of  the  illand  of  Juan  Fernandez. — Tvanfiator. 

obtained 
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obtained  in  great  quantity  from  this  fifli,  is  given  in  exchange  for  otter- 
flcins,  to  the  Indians  of  the  weilern  coaft,  who  drink  it  like  rum.  The 
ifland  of  St.  Ambrofe  affording  no  anchorage,  the  fhips  remain  conftantly 
under  way,  at  a  greater  or  lefs  diftance  from  fliore,  according  to  the 
weather.  The  fhip's  company  fleep  every  night  on  board,  and  keep 
up  with  boats  fuch  intercourfe  with  the  illand,  as  is  requifite  for  their 
iifliery. 

On  his  departure  from  St.  Ambrofe,  Captain  Robert  ftood  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  made  the  Marquefas,  or  Marquefa  iflands  ;  he  put  into  the 
illand  Woahoo,*  which  the  Spaniards  call  St.  Chriftiati,  in  latitude 
nine  degrees  fifty-five  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  degrees  weft.  This  ifland  is  inhabited  by  Indians,  not  of  a 
very  dark  complexion,  and,  by  Captain  Robert's  account,  of  very  fine 
fhape  and  regular  features.  The  heat  of  the  climate  rendering  clothes 
perfectly  ufelefs,  they  wear  only  a  fmall  apron,  which  they  never  put  ofF. 
On  feftivals  they  drefs  in  a  light  fhifF,  made  of  bark,  and  highly  finifhed, 
both  in  point  of  colour  and  texture.  In  this  illand  Captain  Robert  built 
a  veflel  of  ninety  tuns  burthen,  for  the  trade  on  the  American  coaft,  the 
chief  materials  for  which  he  had  brought  with  him.  The  four  months 
he  continued  at  this  illand,  he  lived,  upon  the  whole,  on  very  friendly 
terms  with  the  Indians,  great  numbers  of  whom  afTilted  him  in  his 
work.  But  one  day  they  lliewed  a  defign  of  leizing  upon  his  velTel, 
when  it  was  half  finifhed.  A  great  number  of  thefe  Indians,  headed  by 
their  king,  manifefted  fo  clearly  an  intention  of  attempting  an  attack, 
that  Captain  Robert  was  obliged  to  repel  them  by  force.  At  the  head 
of  his  thirty-fix  men  he  fired  upon  the  Indians,  killed  feveral  of  them, 
wounded  others,  and  routed  them  completely.  On  the  next  following 
day  they  came  to  fue  for  peace,  and  brought  fome  of  their  wounded  to  be 
cured. 

*  Woahoo  being  one  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  the  author  has  probably  confounded 
this  name  with  Waitahi,  the  Indian  name  of  the  Marquefa  Ifland,   which  by  the  Spa- 
niards is  called  St.  Chrifliana,  and  lies  in  latitude  nine  degrees  hfty-five  minutes  thirtv 
feconds  fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  degrees  eight  minutes  forty  fe- 
-*onds  weft  from  Gvcemrich.'—Tran/Iator. 
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Tlie  Indians  arc  furnifhed  nclthei'  with  fire-arms  nor  bows  ;  their 
\Ncapons  confift  of  poles  of  very  hard  wood,  and  long  flings,  by  which 
they  thipw  ftones,  with  great  prccifion  of  aim,  to  a  confidcrable  diftance. 

At  another  time  the  Indians  of  a  neighbouring  illand  made  up  to 
Captain  Robert's  lliip,  lying  at  anchor  in  the  road,  with  a  fleet  of 
about  twenty  boats,  ninety  feet  in  length,  to  take  her ;  but  a  lucky  fliot 
fmking  one  of  the  boats,  the  reft  retreated  with  the  utmoll:  fpeed,  and 
never  made  their  appearance  again.  Thefe  Indians  are,  by  Captain  Ro- 
bert's account,  engaged  in  continual  warfare  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Waitahu,  and  offer  their  daughters,  nay,  fometimes  their  wives,  to  fo- 
rei<mers,  with  whom  they  are  on  friendly  terms.  You  may  keep  them 
as  long  as  you  plcafc,  and  return  them  when  you  w^ant  them  no  longer. 
The  Indian  ladies,  fo  far  from  objeding  to  this  fort  of  civility,  commence, 
on  the  contrary,  as  early  as  the  age  of  ten  to  do  in  this  manner  the  ho- 
nours of  their  ifland. 

The  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  Marquefas  drink  nothing  but  water,  and 
are  not  fond  of  fpirituous  liquors.  The  king  and  chiefs  of  the  ifland  only 
drink  a  beverage  called  liary,  and  prepared  from  a  yellow  root,  which  ia 
•fathered  by  their  flaves,  and  cut  into  pieces,  which  they  chew,  fpit  into 
lar"-e  vefTcls  filled  with  water,  and  afterwards  fqueeze  wath  their  hands 
to  obtain  the  juice.  This  liquor,  prepared  in  fo  uncleanly  a  manner,  is 
held  in  very  high  efl:imation  by  the  Indian  chiefs,  who  mix  it  with  water ; 
lefs  diluted  it  is  taken  againft  the  fcurvy.  They  alfo  ufe  it  as  a  remedy 
ao-ainfl  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  has  become  very  frequent  here,  flnce 
the  firfl  vifit  of  the  Europeans,  and  with  which  the  whole  crew  of  the 
.leflerfon  were  infeAed. 

The  marriages  among  thefe  Indians  lafl  no  longer  than  the  wedded 
couple  choofes,  and  efpecially  as  long  as  it  pleafes  the  hufbands,  who  aiTert 
<i-rcat  prerogatives  over  their  wives,  and  never  dine  with  them.  Father, 
mother,  and  children  frequently  live  in  the  fame  houfe>  even  when  the 
latter  arc  married. 

Befide  the  royal  dignity,  and  that  of  the  chiefs  of  the  villages,  which  are 
hereditary,  there  alfo  cxilts  fome  inequality  among  the  families,  all  which 
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pay  great  refpeft  to  the  king  and  chiefs.  Property  is  known  and  re- 
fpefted  in  this  ifland,  and  the  number  of  Icrvants  and  flaves  is  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  a  man's  property.  Potatoes,  nay,  fugar-canes  are. 
cultivated  in  this  ifland.  Thefts  are  feyerely  puniflied,  and  the  punilh- 
ment  is  determined  by  the  chiefs.  Fowls,  which,  however,  are  very 
fcarce,  and  pigs,  of  the  Chinefe  breed,  which  are  tolerably  abundant,  are 
•  eaten  roaftcd  ;  but  fifli  they  eat  raw.  Both  men  and  women  arc  hand- 
feme. 

The  new  veflel  being  finilhed,  and  manned  with  ten  men,  Captain 
Robert  fet  fail  for  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  By  his  aflertion,  he  difcovcred, 
on  his  paffage  thither,  a  clufter  of  iflands,  never  mentioned  before  by  any 
other  navigator,  and  fituated  in  latitude  eight  degrees  forty  minutes  fouth, 
and  longitude  one  hundred  and  forty  degrees  weft.  He  circumnavigated 
them  without  going  on  fliore,  called  the  whole  group  Wafhington,  and 
named  fome  of  the  iflands,  Adams,  Jefferfon,  Hamilton,  &c. 

Captain  Ingraham,  mafler  of  the  fhip  Hope,  of  Bofton,  faw  thefe 
iflands  lall  year,  but  he  merely  faw  them,  and  noted  their  bearings.*  By 
Captain  Robert's  account,  he  found  in  one  of  thefe  iflands,  called  by  the 
Indiana  Novheva,  which  he  named  Adams'  Ifland,  an  old  man,  feventy- 
five  years  of  age,  who  had  been  there  a  great  many  years.  This  old  man 
was  born  in  Oohoona,  which  Captain  Robert  named  MafTachufetts  Ifland. 
Having  coafled  along  the  fhores  of  fome  of  them,  he  failed  for  Owhyhee, 
the  largefl  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which  unfortunately  derives  much 
celebrity  from  the  death  of  Captaia  Cook,  and  where  he  arrived  on  the- 
27  th  of  March. 

*  Captain  Jofeph  Tngraham,  of  Bofton,  commander  of  the  brigantine  Hope,  of  Bofton,. 
difcovered  thefe  iflands  on  the  19th  of  April,  1791.  They  are  feven  in  number,  and  lie 
between  eight  degrees  three  minutes,  and  nine  degrees  twenty-four  minutes  fouth  lati- 
tU'ie,  and  between  one  hundred  and  forty  degrees  nineteen  minutes  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  degrees  eighteen  minutes  weft  longitude  from  Greenwich.  Before  Captain  In- 
graham's  difcovery  was  known,.  Captain  Jofiali  Robert,  of  Bofton,  failed  for  the  north- 
weft  coaft,  faw  the  fame  iflands,  and  gave  them  the  names  mentioned  by  the  author.  But 
the  whole  group  is  named  Ingraham's  Iflands,  in  honour  of  their  hrft  a^d  true  difcovercr, 
•^-TranJJator.. 

The- 
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The  manners  in  the  Sandwich  Iflands  are  much  the  fame  as  in  the 
Marquefas  Iflands.  On  account  of  the  great  number  of  lliips,  which 
touch  at  this  ifland,  fowls  and  pigs  are  kept  here  in  fuch  plenty,  that 
ihips  may  be  eafily  fupplied  with  them.  Captain  Robert  intended  to  fail 
hence  for  the  north-well  coaft  of  America,  and  on  his  return  to  rendez- 
vous in  this  ifland,  with  his  other  veffel.  After  having  taken  in  frefli 
water,  and  what  provifion  he  could  obtain,  he  proceeded  to  the  above 
coaft. 

Nootka  Sound  lies  in  forty- nine  degrees  thirty-fix  minutes  north  lati- 
tude. The  coafl,  commonly  defigned  by  this  name,  extends  from  forty- 
eight  to  fifty-five  degrees  north  latitude.  As  foon  as  a  fliip  comes  within 
fight,  the  Indians  appear  on  the  fliore,  and,  if  Ihe  call  anchor,  bring  peltry 
in  their  canoes,  which  they  know  is  the  objeft  of  the  voyage.  The  ca- 
noes are,  on  their  return,  accompanied  by  the  flilp's  boats,  with  a  certain 
number  of  feamen  and  an  agent,  appointed  by  the  mailer,  to  conclude 
the  bargain  with  the  Indians.  Ships  are  frequently  obliged  to  remain 
feveral  months  off  the  coall,  before  they  can  obtain  their  full  cargo. 

Captain  Robert  firll  dropped  anchor  in  Berkeley's  Sound,  whither  In- 
dians from  the  Straights  of  Fuca  brought  a  great  quantity  of  furs.  His 
other  velTel,  which  drew  lefs  water  than  that  on  board  of  which  he  him- 
fclf  failed,  he  ordered  to  fail  into  the  bays,  to  approach  nearer  to  the 
■coaft,  and  to  fend  the  produce  of  her  trade  to  his  fliip.  The  fmall 
Charlotte  Iflands,  which  lie  but  a  few  miles  from  the  cjball,  contribute 
alfo  to  this  trade,  which  is  earned  on  with  great  fafe'ty,  though  very 
ilowly,  as  the  inhabitants  are  of  a  mild  and  honeft  difpofition.  They 
are  not  yet  very  fond  of  fpirituous  liquors  ;  they  prefer  copper  and 
iron,  efpecially  copper  in  fliects.  They  live  by  hunting  and  fifliing,  are 
ot  the  fame  complexion  as  the  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  fea  coall,  but 
apparently  lefs  hofpitable  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  Marquefas  Iflands. 

After  Captain  Robert  had  continued  fix  or  feven  months  off  this  coalt, 
he  loll,  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  his  fecond  veffel,  which  was  lefs  diflant 
from  fhorc  than  that  on  board  of  which  he  was,  and  lels  able  to  weather 
•the  tremendous  ftorm.     Twelve  men  went  to  the  bottom  with  the  vef- 
fel, 
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fel,  together  with  confiderable  quantities  of  peltry  and  articles  for  ex- 
change, and  alfo  with  the  plans  of  the  coaft,  which  Captain  Robert  re- 
lates he  difcovered. 

From  Owhyhee  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for  Canton,  where,  in  the  man- 
ner peculiar  to  this  place,  but  now  generally  known,  he  bartered  his  otter- 
flvins  for  tea,  rice,  filks,  indigo,  and  nankeens.  The  Chinefe  merchants 
are  not,  by  his  account,  remarkable  for  honefty,  but  very  artful,  fo  that 
you  may  be  eafily  overreached  by  them,  if  you  be  not  on  your  guard. 
The  otter  fkins,  which,  off  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  you  obtaui 
for  about  fix  dollars,  fetch  in  Canton  twenty  dollars.  But  Captain  Robert 
affured  me,  that  the  price  encreafes  on  the  coaft,  whence  they  are  pro- 
cured, and  decreafes  in  China.  Otters  are  found  between  forty  and  fixty. 
degrees. 

The  Englifli,  French,  and  American  Ihips  proceed  no  farther  than 
Norfolk  Sound,  in  fifty-five  degrees  north  latitude  ;  the  Ruffians  trade 
to  the  more  northerly  parts.  After  having  traverfed  the  Siberian  defarts 
in  numerous  caravans,  they  ftop  in  Kamtfchatka,  where  they  build  fhips, 
and  then  fail  to  the  Fox  Iflands,  double  Cape  Providence,  and  commence 
their  trade  in  Loak  River.  They  treat  the  Indian  poffeffions  as  Ruffian 
provinces,  impofe  contributions,  and  flog  or  kill  the  inhabitants,  it  their 
propofals  of  exchange  be  not  immediately  accepted.  Their  articles  for 
barter  are  rum,  copper,  and  tobacco  ;  the  peltry  which  they  obtain,  they 
fell  to  merchants  of  Kamtfchatka,  who  fupply  them  with  merchandize. 
They  frequently  return  three  times,  to  fetch  peltry  and  import  into  Pvuffia 
the  commodities  of  China,  with  which  they  arrive  in  caravans,  after  an 
abfence  of  three  or  four  years. 

From  Canton,  where  Captain  Robert  continued  from  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1794,  until  the  12th  of  February,  1795,  he  failed  back  ftraight 
to  America,  after  havins;  loft  fome  feamen  through  illnefs  and  in- 
difcretion.  He  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  arrived  at  Bofton 
on  the  28th  of  July,  1795,  without  having  touched  at  any  foreign  port 
fmce  his  departure  from  Canton.  However  diflatisfied  Captain  Robert 
is  with  this  voyage,  yet  he  entertains,  it  fcems,  the  projedof  fetting  out 

foon 
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foon  on  another  for  the  fame  deftniation.  He  bears  the  charaftcr  of  a 
brave,  bold,  and  prudent  feaman,  andfpeaksof  his  voyages  as  a  man,  who 
is  perfe6lly  acquainted  \\  ith  thofe  which  were  made  before  his,  and  who 
is  able  to  improve  his  own  experience,  as  well  as  that  of  others. 

JOURNEY  INTO  THE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINE  AND  BACK  TO 

PHILADELPHIA. 

^DEPARTURE   FROM   BOSTON — 'JOURNEY  TO  THE   DISTRICT   OF   MAINE. 

On  the  firft  projeft  I  had  formed  to  defccnd  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
to  vifit  Hallifax,  and  to  return  into  the  United  States  through  the  diftridl 
of  Maine,  I  Intended  to  vlfit  General  Knox,  who,  with  exquifite  polite- 
nefs,  had  given  me  in  Philadelphia  an  invitation  to  that  efFed:,  and  whofe 
manfion  was  fituated  on  my  way.  On  my  arrival  I  entertained  the  fame 
idea,  although  at  that  time  the  diftrift  of  Maine  lay  rather  out  of  my 
way  ;  and  the  repeated  proofs  of  friendfliip  I  received  from  the  General 
confirmed  me  in  my  refolution.  I  accordingly  embarked  with  him  for 
St.  George's  River,  whither  he  returned  after  a  lour  months  abfence. 

The  houfe  of  the?General  is  iituated  about  two  hundred  miles  from 
Bofton,  both  by  land  and  water.  At  this  time  of  the  year  the  paffage  is  ge- 
nerally made  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  but  peculiar  circumftances  prevented 
us  for  three  or  four  days  from  availing  ourfelves  of  the  favourable  wind  ; 
and  after  thefe  impediments  had  been  removed,  our  captain  wiflied,  as 
■foon  as  poffible,  to  improve  the  firft  appearance  of  fine  weather.  This 
was  very  trifling  indeed,  when  he  fet  fail,  for  which  reafon  we  were  fcarccly 
able  the  firft  evening  to  clear  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  On  the  fecond  day 
we  were  forced  by  a  thick  fog,  and  ftrong  indication  of  a  heavy  ftorm,  to 
make  the  bay  of  Cape  Ann.  Thefe  meafures  of  precaution,  adopted  by  our 
captain,  of  which  we  could  not  but  approve,  removed  us  forty  miles  out 
•of  the  ftraight  road.  As  foon  as  the  fog  and  indication  of  a  ftorm  had 
difappeared,  we  got  again  under  way  ;  but  meeting  with  a  dead  calm,  we 
-were  obliged  to  come  once  more  to  an  anchor,  within  four  hundred  yards 
fXjfour  firft  anchoring  place.    The  wind  generally  died  away  early  in  the 

morninu, 
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morning,  as  well  as  the  afternoon,  for  -which  reafon  we  reached  not  the 
General's  manfion  till  after  a  paflage  of  feventy-two  hours,  and  after 
ha>-ing  failed  fifteen  miles  up  St.  George's  River, 

CAPE  ANN,  GLOUCESTER. 

The  circumftance  of  our  being  compelled  to  put  into  the  bay  of  Cape 
Ann  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  drying  of  cod  fifla.  The 
whole  coafl  of  MalTachufetts,  and  efpecially  of  the  diftrid  of  Maine,  is 
inhabited  by  fifhermen,  engaged  in  the  fifhery  on  the  great  fand-bank  ; 
they  bring  all  the  fifli  on  fhore,  where  they  receive  the  lafl  dreffuig.  The 
filh  are  wafhed  as  foon  as  they  are  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  laid  firfl  in 
heaps,  that  the  water  may  run  off.  Then  they  remain  for  two  or  three 
days  expofed  to  the  air,  after  which  they  are  placed  on  hurdles,  about 
four  or  five  feet  in  breadth,  three  or  four  feet  above  the  ground,  and  as 
long  as  the  field  on  which  they  are  eredled,  generally  about  a  hundred  or 
a  hundred  and  twenty  yards.  The  fifh  are  laid  on  thefe  hurdles,  firfl  three 
or  four,  one  upon  another,  and,  after  they  have  lofl  mofl  of  the  water,  every 
fifh  feparately ;  they  are  frequently  turned,  that  they  may  get  thoroughly 
dry,  which  generally  takes  five  or  fix  days  ;  at  lafl  they  are  packed  in  cafes, 
prefTed  down,  and  exported  either  to  the  Wefl  India  Wands,  or  Europe. 

The  befl  fifh,  that  is,  thofe  which,  caught  in  the  firfi:  filhing  months, 
are  fuperiour  to  the  reft  from  their  being  dried  more  flowly,  are  fent  to 
Spain.  They  are  fold  at  double  the  price  of  thofe,  tvhich  are  caught  later 
in  the  year,  when  the  heat  is  more  intenfe,  and  which  are  exported 
either  to  the  Wefl  Indies,  or  fome  part  of  the  continent.  But  from 
among  the  fifh  of  the  better  fort,  which  are  deftined  for  Spain,  the  befl 
are  picked  out  for  thofe  inhabitants  of  Maffachufetts,  who  arc  peculiarly 
fond  of  fait  flock  fifli ;  and  there  are  in  that  county  few  families,  who 
have  not,  every  Saturday,  a  good  difli  of  flock  fifh  on  their  table.  As  to  the 
ullial  partition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  filiicry,  it  is  as  follows,  viz. 

The  fhips  employed  in  the  fifhery,  which  arc  generally  of  fevcnty  tuns 
burthen,  are  navigated  by  a  maftcr,  feven  feamen,  and  a  boy.  The 
owner  of  the  fhip  has  a  fourth  of  the  profit ;    the   dryer  on  the  coafl  an 
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cightli;,  and  the  reft  is  divided  among  the  mafter  and  fearaen,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fifh  they  have  caught.  The  cxpcnce  for  candles,  wood,  bait, 
and  fait  is  dedudcd,  prcvioufly  to  the  partition;  every  feaman  takes  care 
of  thcfilh  he  has  caught.  A  vcil'el  of  fixty  tuns  burthen  takes  upon  an 
average  tvv'elve  hxuidred  cod  fifh,  which  are  generally  worth  two  dollars 
and  a,  half  per  hundred  w:cight,  butcoft  at  prefent  from  five  to  fix  dollars. 

The  town  of  Glouceflcr,  vvhich  is  fituatcd  near  Cape  Ann,  em- 
ploys in  the  fifiicry,  at  the  great  bank,  aboiit  forty  or  fifty  yachts  and 
brigs,  Thefe  vefi~els  are  cf  the  bvirthen  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred 
and  ten  tons  ;  make  in  general  three  voyages  in  a  year,  if  they  commence 
fiihing  in  Marcli,  and  continue  until  November,  when  the  fifliery  termi- 
nates. Before  the  vrar,  the  town  of  Glouccftcr,  though  Icfs  confidcrable 
than  at  prefent,  employed  more  velfcls  in  the  fifhcry  than  at  this  time. 
This  decreafe,  which  feems  extraordinary,  fmce  the  number  of  fliips 
built  in  this  port  is  much  greater  now  than  at  that  time,  originates 
from  the  comparatively  greater  advantages,  Vvhichthc  flaip-owners  derive 
froin  trade.  But  the  number  of  towns,  which  fliare  in  the  fifliery  on 
the  great  bank,  is  alfo  more  confidcrable  than  formerly  ;  fo  that  although 
the  fhare  of  fingle  places  in  the  fifliery  may  have  decrcafcd  within  thefe 
lafl:  fifteen  years,  yet  the  number  of  thofc  that  fliare  in  it  has  greatly  en- 
creafed. 

Befides  the  fifliery  on  the  great  bank,  the  coaflis  of  Mafiachufetts,  and 
the  diftrid;  of  Maine,  furnifli  alfo  large  quantities  of  llock  fifli.  They 
are  neither  fo  large,  nor  fo  plentiful,  as  at  the  great  bank  ;  yet  this  fifliery 
affords  ufeful  employment  to  a  confidcrable  number  of  fliips,  which  pro- 
ceed only  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  coaft,  return  home  every  week,  and 
are  not  cxpofed  to  the  lame  danger  as  fliips  engaged  in  the  other  fifliery, 
which  mix  their  fifli  wkh  tliofc  that  are  caught  near  Newfoundland. 

The  road  of  Cape  Ann  lies  fouth-wefl;  from  the  Cape.  It  is  capacious 
and  fafe.  On  a  commanding  eminence  on  the  coafl;,  a  fort  is  now 
confl;ru<5ling,  which  v/ill  moft  cflFedually  protect  both  the  road  and  its 
entrance.  Within  the  fort  a  block-houfe  is  built,  the  lower  part  of  which 
fcrves  for  a  powder-magazine ;  and  that  part,  which  is  dcfl:incd  to  be  in- 
habited 
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habited  by  the  garrlfon,  is  built  with  fo  much  care,  that  in  all  probability  it 
will  be  bomb-proof. 

The  town  of  Gloucefter,  fituatcd  ^t  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  is  plcafant, 
though  not  regular.  It  contains  a  number  of  ftorcs  or  fhops,  and  a 
confiderable  proportion  of  good  houfes.  Like  all  the  other  fmall  towns 
around,  it  has  an  air  of  brilk  and  thriving  induftry. 

In  the  year  1 794,  commodities  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thou'fand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  exported  out  of  Gloucefter ; 
but  its  exports  for  the  prefent  year  will  fcarcely  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  dollars.  Its  chief  trading  intercourfe  is  with  the 
Weil;  Indies. 

We  have  obtained  little  new  information  in  the  courfe  of  our  voyage 
thither.  We  came  on  board  a  veffel  belonging  to  St.  George's  Iliver, 
which  ufually  takes  in  its  lading  there.  The  principal  commercial  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  province  of  Maine  conlifts  in  the  exportation  of  timber  to  Bof- 
ton.  It  is  conveyed  in  fmall  yachts  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
tons  burthen  :  fometimes  brigs  and  fchbdriers  are  employ-ed.  The  yachts 
arc,  however,  preferred,  becaufe  they  are  lighter  than  the  others,  and  can 
be  navigated  by  fewer  hands.  At  times  thefe  yachts, will  proceed  as  far  as 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  or  Charleftown.  From  thcfe 
places  they  are  always  freighted  back  with  a  new  cargo,  by  \\hich  the 
profits  of  the  voyage  are  increafed.  From  Bofton  they  muft  return  empty, 
and  therefore  lefs  readily  undertake  that  voyage.  The  clear  profits  of  a 
■fmgle  voyage  were  eftimatcd  at  fixty-fix  dollars.  One  of  thefe  vefTels 
made,  laft  year,  fixteen  or  fcventeen  voyages  ;  and  the  owner's  neat  gains 
for  that  length  of  time  amounted  to  between  one  thouflind  and  fiftv-fix 
and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars ;  while  the  cofl  of  the 
vcfTcl  was  from  three  thoufand  to  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  When  the  timber  is  uncommonly  excellent  in  its  qualitv,  the 
profits  arc  greater.  The  returns  arc  alfo  unufually '^ood  from  cargoes  of 
lime,  of  which  there  begins  to  be  abundance  found  in  the  pro\incc  of 
Maine.  When  the  population  of  this  province  fliall  have  adequately  in- 
■h.  3  11  2  creaJed, 


420  TRAVELS  IN  NOKTH  AMERICA, 

creafed,  and  its  quarries  fhall  be  wrought  in  a  due  proportion,  it  will 
then  find  a  very  ample  iburce  of  wealth  in  the  exportation  of  its  lime 
ftone. 

The  veird  in  which  wc  failed  was  dirty  and  incommodious.  Like  the 
reft  of  this  craft,  it  was  fitted  for  the  reception  of  goods,  not  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  few  cafual  palTcngers.  But  the  attentions  of  the 
cai5tain  made  every  thing  as  agreeable  as  poffiblc  to  us.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
fcrved,  that  thcfe  veflels  very  often  go  without  a  lading,  and  many  times 
return  even  without  ballafl ;  a  condition  of  the  fnip,  which  makes  pru- 
dence and  vigilance  in  the  captain  peculiarly  neceflary.  Our  food,  during 
the  Ihort  voyage,  confifted  chiefly  of  fifli,  which  we  caught  ourfelves.  Of 
thefe  there  is  on  the  coafts  fuch  plenty,  that  before  your  line  has  been 
caft  two  minutes,  you  are  fure  to  have  a  fifli  on  your  hook,  which  will 
weigh,  at  the  leaft,  two  pounds,  often  not  lefs  than  twelve  pounds.  They 
arc  of  the  fpecies  of  the  cod  fifh  and  the  halibut ;  the  cod  fifh  arc 
larger,  and  worfe  in  their  flavour  than  thofe  of  many  other  places.  On 
thefe  coafts,  efpecially  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  lie  a  number  of  iflets. 
At  the  mouth  of  St.  George's  River  there  appears  a  multitude  of  thefe  of 
almoft  every  diverfity  of  fize  and  figure  :  fcarcely  one  of  them  is  under 
cultivation.  Moft  of  them  belong  to  the  ftate.  Thefe  coafts  are  all, 
more  or  lefs,  inhabited.  The  tide  is  faid  to  flow  up  St.  George's  River, 
for  the  fpace  of  two  and  twenty  miles.  To  the  diftance  of  fifteen  miles 
from  its  mouth,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad. 
It  there  empties  itfelf  into  a  bay  of  nearly  the  fame  breadth  ;  after  W'hich 
it  is  fuddenly  contrafted  into  a  bed  fcarcely  thirty  fathoms  from  one  fide 
to  the  other, 

THOMAS  TOWN.— GENERAL  KNOX  AND  HIS  FAMILY. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  wide  bay  ftands  the  houfe  of  General  Knox, 
From  its  front  there  is  a  truly  intcrefting  profped:  of  the  river,  for  an  ex- 
tent of  nine  miles.  The  houfe  is  agreeably  fituated  on  a  declivity,  which 
rifcs  with  a  gentle  elevation  from  the  river-fide.     Almoft  all  the  adjacent 

lands 
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lands  have  been,  for  a  longer  or  a  fliortcr  time,  under  cultivation.  The 
natural  fertility  of  the  foil  has  been  confiderably  improved,  and  it  affords 
pafture  to  numerous  herds  of  black  cattle  and  flocks  of  flieep.  The 
dwelling-houfes  around  are  frequent;  and  out  of  a  hundred  that  may 
be  feen  at  the  General's  rcfidence,  there  are  hardly  half  a  dozen  log- 
houfes.  The  General's  houfe  is  a  handfome,  though  not  a  magnificent 
ftrufture  ;  neatly,  if  not  fumptuoufly  furniflicd  ;  fufficiently  fpacious  and 
convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  a  numerous  family,  with  additional 
lodging  for  the  occafional  reception  of  feven  or  eight  friends,  or  even 
more ;  who,  however  unexpefted  their  coming,  would  not  fail  to  find 
themfelves  as  comfortably  entertained  as  they  could  defire. 

The  General  pofleffes,  in  right  of  his  wife,  a  very  extenfive  landed  eftate, 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Waldo  Patent.    The  right  of  the  pro- 
perty of  this  eftate  is  derived  either  from  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  which 
was  made  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  century  by  the  family  of  Waldo,  from 
whom  Mrs.  Knox  is  a  defcendent ;  or  from  a  fubfequent  agreement  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  fame  family  of  Waldo.     This  agreement  was 
at  that  time  ratified  by  the  King  of  England,  then  fovereign  of  this  part 
of  America ;  and,  fince  the  revolution,  it  has  been  declared  valid  by  the 
ftate  of  Maflachufetts.     The  General  has  acquired  likewife  a  large  eftate 
by  purchafe,  which  lies  contiguous  to  the  former.     He  enjoys  both  thefe 
eftates,  therefore,  under  every  right  of  tenure  by  which  property,  can  be 
rendered  unqueftionably  fecure.     Of  this  great  eftate,   a  thoufand  acres 
have  been  inherited  from  the  Waldoes,  the  anceftors  of  Mrs.  Knox ;  a  fa- 
mily, of  which  the  male  line  is  now  extlnA :  the  reft  is  the  acquifition 
of  her  huftjand,  the  General.     But,  befides  this,  a  number  of  families 
have,  at  different  times,  eftabliflied  themfelves  on  Waldo's  Patent,  with- 
out any  authority,  fave  that  they  met  with  no  oppofition  in  the  attempt, 
at  a  itime  when  the  tradl  which  remained  undivided,  was  not  kept  under  the 
particular  infpedlion  of  any  perfon,  who  might  have  protcd;ed  the  rights 
of  the  original  proprietors,     Moft  of  thefc  encroachcrs  have  fettled  near 
the  coaft.     The  advantage  of  a  rich  fifhery  firft  drew  them  hither,  and 
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was  long  their  only  fourcc  of  emolument.  By  degrees  they  cultivated 
fome  Ipots  of  ground,  befide  their  huts.  The  foil  was  found  to  be  fertile  ; 
and  it  afforded  them  an  abundant  increafe.  To  the  firft  fimplc  hutsfuc- 
ceeded  houfes  of  firmer  flrudlure,  and  a  better  appearance ;  the  -whole  ex- 
tent of  the  eftate  of  Waldo's  Patent,  along  the  fea-coaft  and  the  fliorc  of 
St.  George's  E-iver,  and  for  about  half  a  mile  inland,  is  now  almoft  en- 
tirely occupied,  and  under  cultivation.  The  richeil  part  of  this  territory 
is  in  the  poflefiTion  of  perfons  who  have  no  jull:  right  to  it.  The  value  of 
the  producflions  of  the  foil,  and  the  ad^•antages  of  a  fituation  fo  contigu- 
ous to  the  river  and  the  fea-coafh,  make  their  lot  extremely  defirable. 
The  General's  right  to  difpoflefs  thefe  intruders  is  vmq\ieflionable.  But, 
this  right  is  eafier  to  be  proved  than  to  bo  made  efiFecSive  ;  for  there  are 
perhaps  a  thoufand  families  who,  if  it  were  to  be  carried  into  force,  would 
be  ftripped  of  their  poffeffions.  Moft  of  them  are  well  aware,  that  they 
came  hither,  and  formed  their  fettlements,  without  having  acquired  any 
previous  right  to  the  lands  which  they  chofe  to  occupy.  They  knew 
not  then,  indeed,  that  thofe  lands  belonged  to  General  Knox  or  to  the 
Waldo  family  ;  but  fuppofed  this  to  be  an  uninhabited  territory,  formerly 
of  the  Crownof  England,  and  fmce,  of  the  State  of  Maflachufetts.  The 
example  of  fo  many  others,  v.ho  had  no  more  right  than  themfelves,  en- 
couraged, and  fecmed  to  authorifc  them  to  fettle  at  their  plcafure.  In  fo 
doing,  they  intended  no  incroachmcnt  upon  the  property  ot  the  General ; 
and,  fince  the  commencement  of  their  refidence  here,  they  have  im- 
proved their  ground  by  their  care  and  labour,  and  have  adually  bello^^'cd 
the  better  part  of  that  which  conftitutcs  its  prefent  value,  for  the  lands 
adjacent  are  by  no  means  of  equal  fertility.  Thefe  confideratlons  cannot, 
•indeed,  invcft  them  with  a  clear  title  to  their  poilcilions,  yet  give  them, 
certainly,  a  claim  to  indulgence.  A  great  proprietor,  who  fhould  pre- 
tend to  overlook  thefe  faAs,  would  defervedly  incur  the  blame  ot  bale 
and  dilhoncft  felfifancls.  He  might  expoie  himfelf,  even  while  fuccels- 
fi;],  in  vindicating  his  rights  before  a  court  ofjuftice,  to  the  general  rcfent- 
rncnt  of  the  whole  country.    And  by  his  luccels,  even  his  own  pecuniary 

intcrerts 


BY  TK£  DUKE  DS  LA  F.OCHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOURT.  423 

interefts  might  he  injured  in  confequence  of  the  confufion,  the  difTenfions, 
the  diiperfion.  and  the  clamours,  which  would,  in  fuch  a  country  as  this, 
enfue. 

Of  the  importance  of  thefe  confiderations  General  Knox  is  fully  fenfi- 
ble  ;  and  he  has  been  guided  by  them  in  his  condudl  towards  this  numer- 
ous-clafs  of  perfons  ufurping  the  pofieffion  of  his  eftates.  None  of  them 
denies  his.title.  Some  arc  willing,  on  this  account,  to  fell  him  a  part  of 
their  plantations,  at  a  very  low  price  :  and  with  them  he  comes  to  an 
cafy  compromife.  Others  wifla  to  acquire  a  legal  right  to  their  poffef- 
fions  ;  and  with  them  he  agrees,  that,  for  the  payment  of  a  fmall  fum, 
they  fliall  remain  proprietors,  each  of  a  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  is 
reckoned,  in  the  State  of  Maifachufetts,  to  be  a  farm  fufficient  for  the 
fupport  of  a  family.  Thus  complying  with  circumftances,  he  is  careful 
neither  to  attack  the  interefts  of  particular  individuals,  nor  to  fet  him- 
felf  in  oppofitiou  to  the  prejudices  of  the  country  ;  and  the  fagacity  of  his 
management  cannot  fail  to  be,  in  the  end,  produdive  of  the  moft  advan- 
tageous confcquenccs. 

In  this  territory,  it  feems  to  mc,  that  no  perfon  can  fail  to  thrive,  who 
pofleffes  fo  eminently,  the  qualities  of  intelligence,  prudence,  and  adivity,. 
together  with  a  fufficient  capital,  to  lay  out  in  improvements. ' 

Thefe  ncceffary  fubdivifions  of  his  eftate  can  only  ferveto  make  it  all 
one  fcene  of  profperous  hufbandry  and  abundant  population,  fooner  than 
the  worthy  owner  could  otherwife  have  expeded.  So  much  do  I  know 
of  his  charader  and  talents,  and  fo  freely  did  he  explain  his  plans  to  me, 
that  I  cannot  but  hope  as  warmly,  as  I  fmcerely  wifl},  the  happieft 
confequences  to  his  affairs  and  to  the  country,  to  refult  from  them  both. 
At  the  fame  time,  it  feems  to  be  indifpenfibly  requifitc  to  their  fuccefs, 
that  they  be  profecuted  with  unwearied  and  unalterable  perfeverance. 
At  the  dlftance  of  Philadelphia,  and  amidft  other  bufmefs,  it  will  be  im- 
poffible  to  give  the  due  attention  to  their  advancement.  A  refidence  on 
the  fpot  is  abfolutely  neceffary.  But,  with  this,  attention  and  adivity 
cannot  fail  to  furmount  every  obftacle ;  and  the  happieft  event  muft  in- 
fallibly enfue.  General  Knox  is  fuUy  fenfible  of  all  this  ;  and  has,  there- 
fore 
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fore,  retired  trom  that  public  bufinefs,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  for 
five  and  twenty  years  of  his  hfe,  with  great  honour  to  hirafelf,  and  to 
which  he  generoufly  facrificed  a  part  of  his  fortune.  He  has  even  refolved 
to  dechne  attending  the  winter-meetings  of  the  legiflature  of  the  State  of 
Maffachufctts.  Thus,  from  a  fuccefsful  career  in  poUtical  hfe,  he  turns, 
himfelf  to  augment  and  improve  a  fair  cftate,  in  confcquence  ot  which 
he  may  probably  leave  immenfe  wealth  to  his  family.  Can  a  man  know 
a  paft  life  of  more  agreeable  retrofpedl,  in  connexion  with  future  prof- 
pedls  more  fair  and  promifuig  ? 

A    MORE    PARTICULAR    ACCOUNT    OF    THE 

DISTRICT  OF  MAINE. 

At  prefcnt,  the  trade  of  St.  George's  River  is  neither  remarkably  brifit, 
nor  very  gainful ;  and  a  dozen  petty  merchants  refidcnt  in  Warren, 
Thoinaftown,  and  Waldoborough,  are  proprietors  of  almoft  all  the  fhip- 
ping.  The  captain  of  a  fliip  has,  commonly,  a  fhare  in  the  property  of 
her.  The  merchants  have  fliops  ;  and  exchange  their  goods,  with  great 
advantage,  for  provifion,  with  which  they  arc  fupplied  by  the  country- 
people,  and  wood  for  exportation,  \vith  which  thc)'  freight  their  veffcls. 
But,  though  the  neceffities  of  the  people,  and  the  advantage  with  which 
thefe  merchants  can  difpofe  of  their  goods,  might  encourage  them  to  a 
more  extcnfive  trade  in  wood,  they  rarely  procure  more  of  it,  in  fpring, 
than  will  ferve  their  domcftic  purpofes,  and  lade  a  fmglc  Acifcl,  They 
fcarcely  ever  freight  any  number  of  veflcls  with  this  commodity.  Their 
profits  arife  chiefly  from  the  retail  falc  of  their  goods,  and  from  the 
freight  which  they  fometimcs  recci\'e,  in  confcquence  ol  ha\  ing  a  fhare 
in  a  Ihip. 

The  reft  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  the   fmall  land-holders  and  the 
fhip-captalns.      Every   colunift  fells,   in  winter,    a  certain    quantity   of' 
trees,  which  he   cither  chops  up  into  billets,  or  carries  to  the  i'aw-mill. 
Thcfc  prcjduds  of  the  country  he  delivers  to  the  captain,  to  carry  them 
to  Bofton,   and  fell   them  there  on  his  account ;   if  want  of  money  d<!) 

not 
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not  oblige  him  to  difpofe  of  them  to  the  merchants  on  the  fpot.  The 
freight  of  the  timber,  and  of  thofe  other  products  which  the  country- 
adjacent  to  St.  George's  River  affords  for  exportation,  is  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  different  articles.  It  is,  however,  no 
unufiial  thing  for  the  perfons  fliipping  cargoes,  to  agree,  that  the  cap- 
tains lliall  receive,  as  freight,  a  fourth  part  of  the  price,  which  the  com- 
modities fliall  fetch  in  the  market.  This  the  captain  divides  with  his 
owners  ;  referving  to  himfelf  one-half.  Out  of  this  he  fupports  and 
pays  the  fhip's  crew,  for  the  voyage.  The  owner  of  the  cargo  is  to  re- 
ceive three-fourths  out  of  its  whole  proceeds.  It  often  happens,  that 
the  clear  profit  out  of  thefe  three-fourths  is  not  equal  to  that  one-fourth 
which  was  paid  for  the  freight.  The  prime  coft  of  a  cargo,  for  inftance, 
fhall  be  a  hundred  dollars  ;  it  Ihall  be  fold  in  Bollon  for  a  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  :  out  of  this  fum,  forty-five  dollars  go  to  pay  the 
freight ;  and  the  clear  gain  to  the  exporter,  after  the  value  of  the  goods 
is  deducted,  will,  then,  be  no  more  than  thirty-five  dollars.  It  is,  in- 
deed, true,  that  the  proprietors  of  thefe  fmall  cargoes  fupply  their  timber 
out  of  their  own  woods  ;  convey  it  to  the  fliore  upon  their  own  fledges, 
drawn  by  their  own  oxen,  at  a  time  when  they  are  not  neceffarily  em- 
ployed in  other  work  ;  and  reckon  nothing  for  their  own  labour,  by 
ail  which  their  fmall  profits  are  fomewhat  enhanced.  It  is  likewife  true, 
that,  as  the  felling  and  removing  of  the  trees  clears  the  ground  for  agri- 
culture, however  little  the  timber  may  bring,  its  exportation  is  flill  to  be 
regarded  as  confiderably  ad-^antageous. 

When  the  proprietor  of  the  cargo  is,  at  the  fame  time,  owner  of  the 
veffel,  he  then  allows  the  captain  one-half  of  the  clear  profit,  over  and 
above  the  prime  coft  of  the  commodity.  But,  of  this,  I  believe,  there  is 
no  inflance  in  St.  George's  River.  In  that  cafe,  whether  the  goods  be 
the  produce  of  the  exporter's  own  lands,  or  be  purchafed  by  him  for  ex- 
portation, he  fixes  a  certain  medium  price,  which  mufl  firft  be  dedufted 
before  the  captain  can  come  in  for  his  fliare.  When  the  prime  coft  of  a 
cargo  is  four  hundred  dollars,  and  it  is  laid  again  for  fix  hundred,  the  cap- 
tain then  receives  one  hundred  dollars,   and  the  merchant  and  owner  of 
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the  veiTel  another  bimdred.  Trifling  as  thcfc  accounts  may  appear,  ftili 
they  are  by  no  means  indlfterent  v.ith  refpcft  to  our  knowledge  of  a 
country  fo  new  as  this,  and  fo  hit:hiy-  calculated  to  excite  our  intercft  in 
■what  concerns  it.  But,  the  trade  iVcm  St.  George's  River,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  is  not  by  any  means  briilc.  The  fliips,  which  might 
take  in  a  lading  in  the  ipace  of  two  or  three  days,  often  confume  as  many 
weeks  in  an  idle  delay,  and  arc,  e-\"cn  then,  not  fully  laden. 

The  caufes  of  this  flacknefs  of  bufinefs  are  ;  l.'The  want  of  creeks 
fufficiently  deep  to  admit  the  timber  to  be  conveyed  down  them  for  ex- 
portation, after  the  lands  more  contiguous  to  St.  George's  River  haAC 
been  cleared  of  woods  ;  2.  The  fcarcity  of  good  faw-mills,  which  is  in- 
deed a  natural  confequence  of  the  former  difad vantage  ;  3.  The  want 
of  fufficient  capitals  in  the  hands  of  their  merchants,  which  being  em- 
ployed with  intelligence  and  activity,  might  conquer  any  ph}-fical  diffi- 
culties, or  might,  at  leaft,  partially  remove  whatever  is  now  very  tin^- 
favourable. 

General  Knox  has  projected  a  canal  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
St.  George's  River,  which,  by  avoiding  many  rapids,  will  render  the  river 
navigable  for  feventy  or  eighty  miles  further  up  than  veflels  at  prefent 
go.  A  great  quantity  of  wood,  that  cannot  now  be  brought  to  be  fliip- 
ped,  would,  then,  be  eafily  within  the  reach  of  water-carriage.  The  canal 
is  indeed  already  begun.  At  the  rapids,  which  it  will  leave  free  from  na- 
vigation, a  number  of  faw-mills  may  be  eredled.  Thefe  Mr.  Popi:,  the 
ableft  civil-engineer  in  all  America,  has  engaged  to  form,  and  which,  of 
confequence,  will  be  conftrudled  in  the  utmoft  perfcAion.  Perhaps  this- 
canal,  when  cut,  may  open  a  communication  with  other  ftreams,  by 
which  means  navigation  fhall  be  facilitated,  agriculture  improved,  and 
traffic  enriched  and  enlivened.  A  magazine  of  wood,  of  all  forts,  might 
then  be  formed,  to  lade  the  fliips  whenever  they  fliould  arrive  in  the  river, 
and  to  meet  all  the  demands  and  fpeculations  of  the  merchants.  At  pre- 
fent there  is  not  a  fmgle  trader  in  the  country,  who  could  fupply  a  cargo 
of  wood  for  a  vcffcl  of  ninety  tons  burthen,  in  the  Ipace  of  lels  than  two 
months. 

Ship- 
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Sliip-building  is,  in  this  river,  no  unpromifmg  branch  of  trade.  Oak- 
trees  are  fo  abundant  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  thefe  may  long  fupply 
fufficient  materials,  without  there  being  any  neceffity  for  having  recourfe 
to  the  more  inacceffible  interior  parts.  The  common  price  for  fhip- 
building,  in  St.  George's  River,  is  ten  pounds,  or  thirty-three  dollars  and 
two  fliiUings  a  ton  ;  all  things  being,  for  this  money,  fupplied,  and  the 
Yeffels  are  fold  at  Bofton,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or  thirteen  pounds,  or 
from  forty  to  forty-three  dollars,  a  ton.  To  the  number  of  five  or  fix 
veffels  a  year  are  built  in  St.  George's  River.  Ships,  of  any  number  of 
tons  burthen,  can  come  as  far  up  as  the  houfe  of  General  Knox ;  but 
to  Warren,  the  limit  of  the  influx  of  the  tide  into  the  river,  only  vefi^els 
of  eighty  tons  burthen  can  afcend. 

Agriculture  is,  throughout  this  territory,  but  in  a  poor  fhate,  althou  gh 
the  land  is  every  where  fufficiently  fertile.  The  people  fow  but  little 
wheat,  from  a  perfuafion,  that  the  climate  is  too  cold  for  it,  fcarcely 
any  Indian  corn,  and,  on  the  whole,  but  little  oats.  The  ground  lies 
moftly  in  grafs  and  afi:ords  excellent  hay,  among  which  is  a  wild  clo- 
ver, vvhich  grows  thick,  and  is  of  a  pleafant  fragrance.  Befides  thofc 
things  which  are  adverfe  to  the  improvement  of  American  hufbandry  in 
general,  the  agriculture  of  this  region  lies  under  the  following  difadvan- 
tages  peculiar  to  itfelf :  1.  The  fucccfs  of  t\\t  Jijhery ,  which  affords  abun- 
dant means  of  fimple  fubfifi;ence  to  thofe  who  choofe  to  depend  upon  it. 
2.  The  fcope  for  employment  in  loood-aittlng,  which  yields  fmall  but 
certain  daily  wages,  and  draws  men  from  the  plough,  of  which  the  profits 
return  more  flowly,  and  with  lefs  certainty.  3.  The  bufinefs  of  Ihne- 
hurn'mg  affords  certain,  and  not  inconfiderable  wages,  and  thus  allures 
many  of  the  people  from  the  tillage  of  the  lands,  prematurely  cxhauffs 
their  ftrength,  enhances  their  neceffitics,  and  leads  them  into  the  fatal 
habit  of  intoxicating  themfelves  with  ftrong  liqi;ors.  Experience  evinces, 
that  thefe  three  claffes  of  people  are  the  pooreft,  the  moft  profligate,  and 
confequently  not  the  happieft.  The  di{l:ri(ft  of  Maine  might  produce, 
any  "where,  corn  equal  to  that  of  the  lands  round  Kingfton  in  Upper 
Canada,  where  the  foil  is  not  better,  and  which  lies  under  the  difadvan- 
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tages  of  a  more  northern  climate.  The  trad;s  of  meadow  are  exteit- 
five  and  beautiful ;  in  confequence  of  w hich  Aaft  herds  of  cattle  may  be 
kept  in  the  country  :  as  the  cattle  mull  be  houfcd  for  fix  months  in  the 
year,  great  quantities  of  dung,  arc  accumulated ;  and  the  river  affords 
alfo  a  rich  and  fertilizing  flime,  which  might  be  fuccefsfully  employed  a& 
manure.  All  thefe  advantages  tend  to  encourage  agricultural  improve- 
ments, and  to  render  their  fuccefs  certain.  Bat  the  prefent  pradlices- 
muft  firfl  be  abandoned ;  the  predominant  prejudices  mull  firfh  be  re- 
linquiihed  ;  and,  v/hat  is  the  hardefi:  tafk  of  al^  the  people  muft  be  roufed 
from  their  negligence.  I  was  aflurcd,  that  the  people  who  live  at  the 
diftancc  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  inland,  are  better  hufbandmen,  and- 
raife  large  quantities  of  corn.  1  readily  believe  the  fad:.  Fifhing,  the: 
burning  of  hme,  and  the  felling  of  wood,  are  a  fort  of  employment  very 
profitable  to  great  companies,  and  to  the  poflcllors  of  large  capitals.  And 
provided  thefe  people  may  have  their  gains,  they  little  care,  whether 
men's  morals  be  injured,  and  the  general  ijnprovement  of  the  countr}'  re- 
tarded, by  the  purfuits  which  they  encourage. 

A  pair  of  oxen  coft  here  fixty  dollars  ;  a  cow,  eighteen  or  twenty  dol- 
lars. Although  no  pains  are  taken  to  improve  the  breed  of  the  cattle,, 
they  are,  in  general,  good.  Land  may  be  purchafed  very  cheap,  efpe- 
cially  from  thofe  who  apply  themfelves  to  the  fifhery  ;  for  thefe  people 
are  often  in  difficuhies.  Wheat  cofts  feven  fliillings  a  bufhel,  and  almoft;- 
all  that  is  here  confumed,  is  brought  from  New  York  or  Philadelphia,. 
Indian  corn  is  equally  dear;  rye  coftsa  dollar,  or  fix  fliillings  a  bufliel,  if 
bought  on  the  fpot ;  the  price  of  oiits  is  two  Ihillings  and  five-pence  a. 
bufhel ;  that  of  barley  fix  fhilllngs  ;  a  ton  of  hay  may  be  bought  for  nine, 
dollars.  Labourers  are  not  eafily  procured  here ;  but  they  may  be  hired; 
from  the  environs  of  Bofton.  Their  wages,  for  the  winter  months,  are 
feven  dollars  a  month ;  for  the  fummer-months,  ten  dollars  a  month... 
All  the  milch-cows  here  arc  of  the  beft  fort.. 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  has  not,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
year,  rifen  above  fevcnty-two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  or  fevcnteen  onc- 
tburth  of  Reaumur,  in  the  vicinity  of  St,  George's  Bivcr.     Its  ordinary 

variations 
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variations  have  been  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  of  Fahrenheit,  or  from  eight  to 
ten  and  half  of  Reaumur.  There  has  been  much  cold  and  rainy  weather. 

JOURNEY  TO  AND  FROM  THE  RIVER  OF  PENOBSCOT. 

As  General  Knox's  bufniefs  called  him  to  a  different  part  of  his  eflates^ 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  him,  in  order  to  acquire  a  far- 
ther knowledge  of  the  country.  We  travelled  along  the  fliore  of  the  bay 
of  Penobfcot.  This  bay  and  the  river  of  the  fame  name  are  the  ex- 
treme limits  of  the  trading  manufactories  of  the  diftrift  of  Maine  ;  the 
fhore  of  the  bay,  along  the  weft  coafl,  and  that  of  the  river  for  twenty 
miles,  bound  the  territory  of  Waldo-patent.  Almoftall  this  trad:  of  the 
fhore  is  inhabited  by  perfons,  who  have  occupied  their  lands  without 
any  juft  title  ;  fo  that  the  true  proprietors  are  excluded  from  their  own 
lands,  by  the  ufiirpation  of  thefe  unauthorifed  fettlers.  Wood-cutting 
is  the  great  employment  of  the  people  who  dwell  along  the  coafl ;  it  is 
almoft  their  fole  employment.  The  wood  growing  contiguous  to  this 
bay  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  finds  therefore  a  certain  and  ready  fale. 
A  hundred  acres  of  land  will,  by  the  falc  of  the  wood,  afford  fuflenance 
to  a  family  for  a  number  of  years.  In  thofe  diftricts  through  which  I 
have  travelled  during  the  laft  five  months,  the  wood  is  cut  down  for  the 
purpofe  of  clearing  the  ground  ;  and  no  fooner  is  the  fmall  wood  burnt  or 
removed,  than  the  field  is  fenced  in,  and  fown  with  grain.  Here,  on  the 
contrary,  the  wood  is  fuffercd  to  fpring  up  anew,  after  the  old  trees  are 
felled  ;  the  turf  is  covered  with  a  native  clover,  which  grows  ^-ery  luxuri- 
antly among  the  roots  of  the  trees  that  have  been  cut  down,  and  the 
fmall  wood  that  lies  fcattered  around.  This  clover  affords  forage  for 
fheep  and  black  cattle,  which  the  owner  of  the  ground  turns  out  to  graze 
upon  it.  A  flight  fence  enclofes  his  garden,  the  little  potatoe  ground 
within  which  his  houfe  flands.  There  is  no  other  fort  of  encloliare  ift  ufe 
amoiig  thefe  people.  Upon  all  thefe  lands  in  general,  there  has  been  very 
little  labour  of  cultivation  employed;  but  the  foil  is  almofl  every  where 
fertile,  and  better  in  quality  than  that  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  George's  River. 
It  is  fuch,  that  thefe  illegal  occupiers,  after  cutting  down  the  finefl  trees- 
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on  one  piece  of  ground  adjacent  to  the  fliore,  frequently  difpofe  of  this 
firft  fettlement ;  and  removing  to  another,  which  they  occupy  without 
purchafe,  clear  it  in  the  fame  manner,  by  cutting  down  and  felling  off  its 
A^ood.  Purchafers  give  no  great  price  for  thefe  lands,  knowing,  that  the 
title  to  the  pofieffion  of  them  is  not  valid,  unlefs  it  lliall  be  confirmed  by 
General  Knox.  They  buy  the  lands  at  lefs  than  the  fair  value,  from  thofe 
illegal  occupiers  who  arc  willing  to  relinquifli  them,  expecting  to  fell  them 
again  with  advantage,  after  making  fome  fuitable  arrangement  with  the 
General ;   and,  in  this  expe<3:ation,  they  are  rarely  difappointed. 

The  view  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  pro- 
fpefts  that  the  eye  can  enjoy.  The  bay  is  very  extcnfive,  and  is  Jiiter- 
fperfcd  with  numberlefs  iflcts  of  A'arious  magnitudes,  moft  of  which  are 
inhabited.  It  is  but  feldom  that  any  confiderable  number  of  veffels  is  to 
be  feen  in  this  bay. 

Camden  was  the  firll  ftage  at  w^hich  we  halted.  By  the  Indians,  and 
often  even  by  its  prefent  inhabitants,  this  place  is  named  Myganticock. 
"Squire  Glavery,  at  whofe  houfe  we  flopped,  is  one  of  thofe  illegal  pof- 
fefTors  of  lands,  whom  in  ftrift  juftice  General  Knox  might  difpolfcfs. 
But  various  circumftanccs  concur  to  induce  the  General  to  confirm  his 
right,  and  grant  him  a  title  to  his  pofleffion,  upon  the  payment  of  a  lliil- 
ling  an  acre.  He  lives  near  a  fmall  creek,  at  the  mouth  of  a  little  river. 
He  occupies  both  fides  of  this  river,  and  has  erefted  two  mills  upon  it. 
By  thefe  he  gets  a  great  deal  of  money ;  tb.ough  the  wliolc  cftablilli- 
ments  of  his  bufmefs  ftand  upon  ground,  which  he  well  knows  do  not 
belong  to  himfclf.  He  is  now^  building  a  fchooncr  oi'  a  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  burthen,  which  cofts  him  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton. 
He  keeps,  likevvife,  a  fliop  ;  and  is  the  only  pcrlbu  in  thefe  parts  that 
carries  on  any  confiderable  trade  ;  though  even  what  he  docs,  in  this  way, 
is,  for  the  prefent,  but  trifling.  Camden  riAcr  is,  with  difficulty,  navi- 
gable by  veffels,  for  the  fpace  of  three  miles,  from  its  mouth  up  to  a  cer- 
tain po(jl  of  extraordinary  depth,  in  its  channel.  For  a  fmall  cxpcncc, 
the  difficulties  which  obftrud;  its  navigation  might  be  rcmcned,  and  it 
might  be  rendered  navigable  lor  the  fpace  ot  a  miie^higher  up  than  t!ie 

pool  ; 
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pool  ;  though  it  is  not  there  of  fuch  width  as  to  admit  of  any  great  ad- 
vantages being  derived  from  its  navigation.  It  is,  however,  probable, 
that,  when  this  country  ihall  be  in  a  better  ftate  of  population,  what 
is  now  regarded  as  impoffible,  will  appear  to  be  void  of  difficulty ;  and 
when  the  river  fhall  be  rendered  navigable  for  a  greater  diftance  up  its 
llream,  the  improvement  cannot  fail  to  be  in  vEirious  refpedis  highly  be- 
neficial to  the  adjacent  inhabitant:?. 

From  Camden,  we  proceeded  to  the  next  ftage  at  Ducktrap- creek,  and 
there  halted.  Captain  Alma,  who  poffefles  both  fides  of  the  river,  fettled 
here  about  fcven  or  eight  years  ago,  with  the  General's  permiffion.  His 
brother  and  himfelf  had  ferved  as  officers  in  the  army,  without  acquiring 
any  provifion  for  themfelves,  fave  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  fettlement  up- 
on fome  unappropriated  lands.  They  are,  at  prefent,  merchants,  owners 
6f  lands  which  they  have  bought,  proprietors  of  vellels,  maffcers,  in  fliort, 
of  a  good  fortune,  which,  in  the  progrefs  of  life  and  bufinefs,  they  will, 
doubtlefs,  confiderably  augment.  The  intelligence  and  activity  of  thefe 
two  brothers,  have  not  yet  been  diredled  to  the  improvement  of  their 
eftates.  Thefe,  like  almoft  all  the  othei:  lands  upon  the  bay,  lie  entirely 
without  cultivation.  The  natural  grafs  affords  flafficient  hay  for  winter- 
forage  to  the  few  cattle  which  they  maintain.  They  live  in  different 
houfes,  but  are,  in  every  undertaking,  equally  interefted.  Captain  Alma, 
whom  we  faw,  refides  conftantly  in  America,  and  manages  all  their  joint 
concerns  in  this  place.  His  brother  undertakes  voyages  in  a  veffcl  belong- 
ing to  them,  to  England,  to  the  Weft- Indies,  and  in  the  coafting  trade. 
He  went  lately  with  a  cargo  of  wood  to  Liverpooh  Its  prime  coft  v\as 
iix  hundred  dollars  ;  and  the  price  for  which  it  may  be  fold  at  Liverpool, 
may  amount  to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars.  Befide  this  foreign 
trade,  which  the  brothers  Alma  prefer  to  the  coafting-trade,  they  are  alfo 
engaged  in  the  fifliery,  they  build  fiiips,  and  they  fpeculate  in  land- 
jobbing.  They  introduce  as  many  new  fettlers  as  poffiblc  into  the  dif- 
trid;  of  Maine;  and  this  they  can  do  with  the  greater  advantage,  as 
they  ftand  very  high  in  favour  with  General  Knox,  the  only  legal  owner 
of  all  this  territory.     1  obtained  the  following  particvilars  of  information 

from 
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from  Captain  Alma,  and  another  Inhabitant  of  this  diftri^l.  1 .  The  price 
of  flaip-building  for  veffels  of  a  larger  fize,  at  Ducktrap,  is  forty  dollars  a 
ton  burthen  for  veflels  exceeding  two  hundred  tons  ;  and  from  twenty 
to  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  for  fuch  as  are  of  fmaller  fize.  2.  The  wages  to 
the  mafter-carpenter,  are  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day ;  to  the  others,  only 
one  dollar;  and  they  are  all  fupplled  with  vldiuals,  at  a  fcparatc  cxpencc 
to  their  employer.  3.  The  filhery  on  the  coaft  is  carried  on  by  almoft 
all  the  merchants  on  the  bay,  with  rclTels  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons 
burthen.  The  captain  has  from  the  owners  of  the  vcfTel,  lines,  ropes, 
provifion,  coffee,  and  receives  one-half  of  the  profits  of  the  fifliery.  The 
fifli  art  dried  on  the  Fox-Iflands,  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Pcnobfcot. 
A  fixteenth  part  goes  to  the  people  who  have  the  charge  of  this  part  of 
the  bufniefs.  The  fifliing  will  yield,  in  a  fummer,  fixty  dollars  of  profit 
to  the  fhip-owner.  His  veflcl  cofts  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This 
fifliery  is  altogether  diflind  from  that  of  falmon,  of  which  a  great  num- 
ber frequent  the  bay  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer.  Almofl:  all  of  the 
flock-fifli  is  purchafed  by  the  planters  in  the  back-fcttlements,  at  the  rate 
of  five  dollars  a  barrel  ;  the  remainder  being  exported  to  the  Weft-Indies. 
Foreign  trade  is  reckoned  to  be  twice  as  profitable  as  the  coafting-trade. 
5.  The  price  of  wood  of  all  forts  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  St.  George's 
River  ;  the  only  difference  of  price  arifcs  from  there  being  a  greater  or  a 
fmaller  quantity  ready  for  exportation,  at  any  particular  time,  in  either  of 
the  two  places. 

In  building  veffels,  they  make  the  beams,  which  fupport  the  deck,  from 
the  trunk  of  the  fpruce-fir ;  taking  care  that  thefe,  and  fome  other  parts 
which  arc  framed  of  this  timber,  have  a  fufficicnt  thicknefs  of  \\t)od. 
and  be  fufficiently  rivetted  together.  The  rcrt  of  the  xciTcl  is  made  of 
oak  planks,  procured  from  a  different  part  of  the  country.  It  is  Init 
about  three  years  fince  the  fpruce-llr  was  firfl  uild  in  building  flups  in  this 
bay.  The  fliip-builders  affirm,  that  it  is  an  inproAxment  to  the  Acffcls; 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  want  of  oak,  or  rather  a  fcarcity  of 
this  high-priced  timber,  has  been  the  chief  caufe  of  this  mnovation. 
They  here  affurc  us,  that  the  timber  of  the  fpruce-fir,  when  ufcd  in  this 
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way,  is  found  to  be  very  ftrong  and  lafling ;  and  confidering  how  little 
profit  is,  at  prefent,  to  be  derived  from  building  with  {o  expenfive  a  tim- 
ber as  oak,  the  greateft  advantages  may  refult  from  employing  in  Ihip- 
building  a  fpecies  of  trees,  which  have  been  hitherto  left  to  rot  neg- 
lefted  upon  the  ground.  As  a  proof  of  the  fitnefs  of  fpruce-fir  for  fliip- 
building,  they  farther  mentioned  to  us,  that  fome  of  thcfe  trees,  which 
had  been  felled  ten  years  ago,  and  had  been  expofed  ever  fmce  that  time 
to  the  fun  and  weather,  were  found  at  this  time  to  be  as  frefh  and  found, 
as  if  they  had  been  but  newly  cut  down. 

The  planks  of  the  body  of  the  fhip,  to  the  water's  edge,  are  often 
made,  inllead  of  oak,  rather  of  beech-wood,  or  of  the  wood  of  the  black 
birch,  wdiich  is  reckoned  equally  hard  and  good.  The  keel  is  of  the 
wood  of  the  beech,  of  the  fugar-maple,  or  of  another  fpecies  that  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  rock-maple.  With  thefe  forts  of  wood,  there  is  not 
above  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  Ihip  made  of  oak,  in  order  that  the  expence 
may  be  as  moderate  as  poffible.  When  I  fpeak  of  oak,  I  mean  the  grey  oak  ; 
the  red  oak  is  not  much  efteemed  for  fhip-building  ;  and  the  white,  the  beft 
of  all,  does  not  grow  here.  The  fliip-builders  maintain,  that  the  faccharine 
particles  of  the  beech,  the  black  birch  or  the  maple,  are  very  ferviceable 
for  the  prefervation  of  iron,  which  the  faline  particles  of  the  oak  are  apt  to 
confume.  And  inftead  of  ufmg  tallow  for  thofe  purpofes  in  ihip-build- 
ing  to  which  it  has  been  ufually  applied,  all  the  fhip-carpenters  in 
America,  now  rather  make  ufe  of  train-oil,  very  plentifully  laid  on. 
But  this  oil  is  a  produ<fl  of  the  fifhery,  and  is,  befides,  one-fifth 
cheaper  than  fait ;  fo  that  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  the  true  reafon  be 
not  rather  its  cheapnefs,  than  any  fuperior  fitnefs  in  the  oil,  which  makes 
it  to  be  preferred  for  thefe  ufcs.  By  thefe  means,  however,  the  expence 
of  fhip-building  has  been  reduced,  within  the  laft  three  or  four  years,  to 
halfof  what  it  formerly  was,  to  the  great  emolument  of  thofe  perfons 
who  purfue  this  branch  of  manufadlure.  Yet,  is  this  manufacflure  not  car- 
ried on  in  all  the  extent  which  it  might  very  wejl  attain.  The  only  caufe 
of  this  is  the  prefent  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts.     When 
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this  is  confidered,  it  muft  rather  appear  furprifing,  that  there  ihould  have 
been  fo  much  already  done  in  it. 

A  Uttle  river,  which  is  navigable  by  fmall  vcfl'cls,  for  a  mile  upwards 
from  its  mouth,  empties  itfelf  into  theVreek  of  Ducktrap,  and  there  drives 
a  faw^-mill  of  moderate  fize,  the  property  of  Meffrs.  Alma,  I  was  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  fee  men  fawing  great  blocks  of  timber,  clofe  by  this 
mill  ;  but,  fuch  is  the  practice  throughout  America ;  and  it  is  owing  to 
the  prefent  imperfection  of  the  faw-mills.  Two  or  three  other  mer- 
chants, bcfide  Mefl'rs.  Alma,  are  alfo  engaged  in  the  coafting  trade ;  but 
the  tranfa6lions  of  thofe  others,  is  comparatively  inconfiderable. 

Draught-oxen  coft,  here,  feventy  dollars  a  pair ;  a  cow,  twenty-eight 
dollars ;  a  fheep,  ten  or  twelve  fliillings.  They  are  purchafed  from  the 
planters,  whofe  neceflities  oblige  them  to  fell.  The  breed  of  the  cattle 
is  tolerably  good.  Sheep  are  bought  at  a  very  low  price,  from  the  illand 
of  Marthawinc,  on  the  coaft  of  Maflachufetts  ;  and  thefe  fheep,  though 
of  fmall  fize,  are  found  to  afford  a  very  good  breed,  after  they  have  had 
a  year's  keeping  in  the  dlftrid  of  Maine. 

After  a  poor  fupper,  and  an  indifferent  night's  lodging  with  Captain 
Alma,  who,  however  opulent,  continues  to  live  in  a  miferable  log- 
houfe,  without  fuitable  fupplies  of  bread,  rum,  fugar,  or  even  flefli ;  we 
renewed  our  journey  along  a  very  bad  road,  which,  however,  was  not 
quite  fo  bad  as  the  roads  of  the  diflrid:  of  Geneffee.  We  foon  reached 
Little-river,  another  fmall  ftream  running  into  Penobfcot,  which  is  not 
more  navigable  than  that  of  Ducktrap,  but,  like  it,  drives  a  fmall  faw- 
mill.  A  few  folitarics  dwell  about  this  bay,  almoft  every  one  of  whom 
is  owner  of  a  fmall  fifliing  boat,  which  is  navigated,  in  the  fifhing,  chiefly 
by  hlm.felf  or  his  children.  Their  land  lies,  like  that  of  all  their  neigh- 
bours, totally  uncultivated.  The  whole  fhore  is  occupied  by  fuch  fmall 
iifliermen,  who  are  miferably  lodged,  miferably  clothed,  and  miferably  fed. 

The  tuwnfliip  of  Belfaff,  adjoining  that  of  Little-river,  is  better  fet- 
tled, than  that  through  which  we  lart  paffed.  The  houfes  are  better, 
and  are,  even  in  fome  inftanccs,  painted:  the  lands  have  been  brought 
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into  a  better  condition.  Tiiis  territory  was  fold  thirty  years  ago,  by  the 
family  of  Waldo  ;  and  its  prefent  ftate  of  fuperior  improvement  feems 
to  evince,  that  the  uncertainty  of  the  poiTeffion  of  thofe  vs'lio  have  fettled 
in  other  tow^nfliips,  muft  be  the  chief  reafon  that  occalions  them  to  leave 
their  lands  fo  deftitute  of  culture.  A  river,  that  is  at  the  mouth  about  a 
mile  broad,  but  navigable  for  only  three  miles  upwards,  here  falls  into  a 
creek,  much  larger  than  any  one  that  we  had  hitherto  feen.  We  were 
to  pafs  this  river  at  a  place  where  the  accefs  is  extremely  difficult.  The 
ferry-boat  is  very  fmall,  and,  for  horfes,  very  inconvenient.  V/e  were 
waiting  for  it  a  whole  hour,  and  thought  ourfelves  fortunate  in  reaching 
the  oppofite  bank,  when  the  wind  became  boifterous,  the  tide  rofe  higher 
in  the  river,  and  our  horfes  w^ere  growing  very  unruly.  The  General's 
negro  conduced  over  two  of  the  horfes,  fwimming.  Confiderable 
mountains  rife  immediately  adjacent  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  Thefe 
mountains  were  the  highefl  I  had  yet  feen  in  this  tradt  of  the  country. 
The  ground  inte^acent  between  them  and  the  river's  edge  is  cleared ; 
not  a  flump  remained,  and  trees  lay  fcattered  on  the  fiirface.  I  thought 
the  meadows  to  be  the  befl  I  had  feen,  for  a  long  while.  In  this  town- 
fhip  of  Belfaft  is  a  church,  the  only  one  in  all  the  Waldo-patent.  The 
roads  become  here  better,  both  becaufe  the  foil  is  firmer,  and  becaufe 
they  are  more  carefully  repaired  here,  than  elfewhere. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  throughout  almoffc  all  the  diftridl  of  Maine, 
the  rivers  and  creeks  flow  with  a  flraight  courfe  into  the  fea,  with  a 
longer  or  fhorter  length  of  progrefs,  in  which  they  are,  in  few  inftances, 
augmented  by  any  auxiliary  ftreams.  The  only  exceptions  from  this  ge- 
neral character  are,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  rivers  of  Kennebec,  Pcnobfcot, 
and  Union  :  there  are,  I  think,  no  other. 

We  {topped,  at  night,  at  the  houfe  of  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Ni- 
cholson, a  farmer  and  landholder  of  fome  eminence.  He  has  lived  for 
thefe  four  and  thirty  years  in  Profpe6l,  a  townfhip  which  lies  along  the 
coaft,  and  is  contiguous  to  Bclfafl.  He  poflefles  nearly  eighty  acres  of 
land,  that  has  been  cleared,  and  five  of  thefe  in  a  ftate  of  good  cultiva- 
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tion.  Thcfe  are  partly  in  tillage,  and  partly  in  the  flate  of  meadows. 
He,  this  winter,  felled  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood,  and  between 
one  and  two  hundred  large  trees ;  his  Ions  caught  cod-filli  and  lalmon 
to  the  quantity  of  about  one  hundred  barrels ;  his  daughters  fpun  the 
wool  of  the  ilieep,  and  made  clothes  for  the  whole  family  ;  they  make 
Hioes  likewife  of  the  hides  of  the  cattle  llaughtered  for  fale,  for  all  who 
belong  to  the  houfe.  He  is  content  with  his  lot,  and  is  full  of  the  or- 
dinary prejudices  of  all  the  old,  ignorant  hufbandmen  of  the  diftridl  of 
Maine.  But  this  is  the  worft  that  can  be  faid  of  him.  He  thinks  it  im- 
poffible,  that  wheat  fnould  grow  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  believes  that 
eyen  barley  and  rye  will,  at  the  beft,  grow  but  indifferently.  He  accord- 
ingly, fows  as  much  rye  and  Indian  corn  as  is  requifite  for  the  ufe  of  his 
houfehold.  Of  this  they  make  a  fort  of  foft  bread,  which  is  the  ordi- 
nary food  of  the  people  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  which,  in  other  places, 
would  be  given  to  the  dogs.  Upon  all  that  confiderable  extent  of  land, 
which  he  has  cleared  of  wood,  he  keeps  only  twenty  head  of  black  cattle, 
including  cows,  calves,  and  bullocks ;  and  from  twenty  to  five  and 
twenty  fheep.  One  of  his  fine  acres  of  meadow  yields  annually  fixty 
hundred-weight  of  hay/which  is  rich  with  a  mixture  of  natural  clover, 
and  is  more  than  he  needs  for  the  ufe  of  his  cattle,  w^hich  for  more  than 
lix  months  in  the  year  mull  be  kept  in  flails  in  the  houfe.  He  plants 
an  acre  annually  with  potatoes  ;  the  produce  is  often  four  hundred  bulhels, 
and  even  in  Icfs  plentiful  years  at  leafl  two  hundred  and  fifty  bufhels. 
Potatoes  find  a  ready  fale  throughout  the  diflrift  of  Maine,  at  the  rate 
of  one  fliilling  and  fixpence  or  two  lliillings  a  bufhel. 

His  land  is  excellent.  His  fheep,  of  which  he  might  keep  ten  times  as 
as  many  as  he  does,  but  which  he  is  not  defirous  to  augment,  are  fine,  and 
afford,  at  the  annual  fliearing,  fleeces  weighing  each  fix  pounds.  That 
portion  of  it,  which  is  not  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  family,  is  fold  at  the 
rate  of  a  fliilling  a  pound,  and  though  it  were  inferior  in  quality,  would 
not  fail  to  fetch  an  equal  price.  After  all,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fee,  how  old 
Nicholfon  can  have  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  a  good  farmer.  To 
me  he  appears  to  differ  from  the  reil,  only  in  poffeffmg  a  greater  extent  of 
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ground  at  a  fmaller  price,  without,  however,  making,  in  any  degree,  a 
better  ufe  of  what  he  has.. 

There  is  no  fiiip-building  carried  on  in  this  townfliip  of  Profped: ;  there 
belong  to  it  only  fome  of  thofe  decked  yachts,  which  are  ufed  in  the  fifhery.  .:• 

The  general  bufmefs  of  the  inhabitants  is  wood-cutting.  An  able  wood- 
man will  cut  down  two,  or  even  three,  cords  of  wood  in  a  day.  The 
ufual  price  is  feven  fliillings  a  cord.  It  cofts  about  a  third  part  of  the  value 
for  the  conveyance  of  this  wood  to  the  fliore.  One  who  has  no  oxen  of 
his  own  can  earn,  therefore,  ten  fliillings  a  day  ;  he  may  earn  fourteen 
fhillings,  if  he  can  convey  the  wood  he  cuts  down  to  the  fnore.  This  is 
Sufficient  to  make  thefe  people  carelefs  of  agriculture  and  hufbandry. 
More  diflant  profpefts  of  intereft  are  too  weak  to  engage  them  fleadily  in 
agricultural  induftry. 

Thofe  who  neither  fell  their  own  wood,  nor  convey  it  to  the  fhore, 
•pay  two  fhillings  a  cord  to  the  labourers  for  cutting  it  down,  and  as 
much  for  its  carriage  to  where  it  may  be  fiiipped.  After  this  they  have 
ilill  to  themfelves  a  profit  of  half  a  dollar  a  cord.  An  acre  of  ground,/ 
that,  is  well  wooded,  will  afford  fixty  of  thefe  cords.  So  they  pocket, 
even  in  this  cafe,  a  gain  of  thirty  dollars  an  acre  upon  their  wood.  This 
inforination  will  not  be  without  its  ufe,  to  perfons  who  may  think  of  pur- 
chafing  lands  in  the  diftri6l  of  Maine.  The  growing  deficiency  of  wood, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bofton,  and  all  along  the  coaft,  muft  foon  enhance  the 
market-price  of  that  which  remains  to  be  cut  in  thefe  parts. 

Our  next  ftage,  after  we  left  farmer  Nichollon,  was  Brigadier's  Ifland. 
This  iile,  with  all  the  others  which  are  not  above  three  miles  from  the 
other  fliore,  belong  to  the  eflate  of  Waldo-patent.  It  is  inhabited  by 
feven  families,  among  whom  it  is  parcelled  out  into  fo  many  different 
farms.  Thefe  families  have  felled  the  wood  around  the  whole  fliore  of 
the  ifland,  and  ufed  that  which  covered  the  interior  parts  according 
to  their  domeftic  neceffities  and  conveniencies.  To  obtain  full  poflcffion 
of  this  ifle.  General  Knox  has  offered  to  the  feven  families,  by  whom  it  is 
now  occupied,  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  dollars,  in.  land  and  ready 
money,  if  they  will  peaceably  relinquifli  it  to  him. 

This 


438"  TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 

This  ifle  is  acceffible  from  the  land  by  a  pafTage  not  more  than  two 
hundred  yards  in  length,  which  is  dry,  when  the  tide  has  ebbed.  It 
affords  excellent  pafture  for  both  great  and  fmall  cattle,  and  is  qualified 
to  repay,  in  an  adequate  manner,  all  the  pains  that  might  be  employed 
upon  it  by  a  fkilful  and  induftrious  hufbandman.  The  ftones  found  at 
the  furface  afford  reafon  for  thinking,  it  contains  marble,  flate,  and  iron. 
The  fituation  is  favourable  for  trade.  General  Knox's  interefls  draw  his 
attention  particularly  towards  the  ifland,  as  being  in  the  centre  of  his 
poffeffions.  It  is  his  objcd  to  clear  this  ifle  for  the  purpofe  of  maintain- 
ing in  it  a  fhecp-ffock.  For  one  month  in  the  year  thefe  llieep  muft  be 
houfed  ;  and  he  intends  to  build  a  proper  ftall  for  this  ufe.  He  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  by  refiding  there  he  may  obtain  confiderable  fums  of  money, 
owing  to  him  for  land  in  the  neighbouring  country,  which  he  is  willing 
to  cede  to  its  prefent  poffeffors  at  a  price  below  its  real  value,  to  avoid  all 
trouble  and  difputation. 

Mr.  Griffin,  one  of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  is  building  a  brig  of 
eighty-five  tons  burthen,  which  he  intends  for  the  coafling-trade.  It 
will  cofl,  when  fit  for  fea,  to  the  amount  of  two  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  about  thirty  dollars  a  ton.  He  has  bought  al- 
moft  all  the  timber  neceffary  for  his  purpofe  in  Penobfcot  River,  as  there 
was  none  of  fufficient  growth,  for  this  ufe,  remaining  upon  Brigadier's 
Ifland. 

The  townfhip  of  Crankford  was  the  laft  place  in  Waldo-patent  that 
General  Knox  intended  to  vifit.  We  halted  at  the  houfe  of  an  old  farmer, 
named  Colonel  Schultz.  He  poffeffes,  with  the  permiffion  of  the 
General,  three  farms  lying  on  Penobfcot  River,  about  ten  miles  inland 
from  its  mouth.  Though  but  an  indifferent  farmer,  he  had  fet  himfelf 
in  oppofition  to  the  common  prejudices  againft  wheat.  He  fowed  fbme 
acres  with  it,  which  yielded  him  a  return  of  fifteen  bulhcls  an  acre. 
This  year  his  wheat  is  fmutty  ;  the  grain  is  fmall,  gray,  and  light,  not 
yielding  above  a  tenth  part  of  the  ufual  proportion  of  meal.  He  raifes 
iikewife  good  Indian  corn,  the  return  of  which  is  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
bufhels  an  acre.     But  his  ploughing  is  flight ;  he  lays  on  little  manure  j 

nor 
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nor  can  the  quality  of  the  foil,  nor  the  fituation  of  his  grounds,  be  com- 
mended. His  potatoe-fields  yield  much  the  fame  increafe  as  thofe  of 
farmer  Nicholfon.  He  has  been  fettled  here  for  thefe  eight  and  twenty 
years;  yet,  out  of  three  hundred  acres,  which  he  poffeffes,  has  not  brought 
more  than  five  and  twenty  under  culture. 

But  a  fmall  quantity  of  cod  is  caught  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  or 
in  Penobfcot  River.  In  the  months  of  June  and  July,  all  hands  arc 
employed  in  the  falmon-filhery.  They  are  often  taken  with  the  har- 
poon,' but  more  commonly  with  nets,  while  the  tide  ebbs.  The  inhabi- 
tants, in  particular,  of  one  fmall  tradl  of  land,  which  juts  out  into  the  fea, 
derive  great  profit  from  this  fifliery.  It  is  there  ufual  for  a  fingle  family 
to  take  in  a  feafon  from  ten  to  fixty  barrels  of  falmon,  weighing,  each 
barrel,  two  hundred  pounds,  and  fetching  in  the  market  the  price  of 
eight  dollars.  The  fhore  of  Brigadier's  Ifland  is  famous  for  the  plentiful 
captures  of  falmons  upon  it.  For  fome  years  this  fifhery  has  been  lefs 
iuGcefsful  than  formerly.  It  has  hitherto  been  very  little  fortunate  in 
the  prefent  year.  For .  this  failure  the  Indians  are  blamed,  who  live  a 
hundred  miles  higher  up,  on  the  banks  of  Penobfcot  River.  They  are 
wont  to  filh  every  day  in  the  year,  which  hinders  the  neceflary  annual 
renewal  of  the  numbers  of  the  falmons.  The  Americans,  on  the  con^ 
trary,  are  accuftomed  to  refrain  from  filhing  for  two  whole  months  in  the 
year  together,  and  always  upon  Sundays.. 

Thefe  Indians  dwell  in  a  pleafant  village  by  the  river  fide.  They  live, 
like  the  rell  of  the  Indians,  without  making  regvdar  yearly  provifion  for 
the  fupply  of  their  wants,  but  approach,  in  their  manners,  fomewhat 
nearer  to  civility.  They  belong  to  a  tribe,  which  the  French  Miffionaries 
almofi:  converted,  or,  at  leafh,  fuppofed,  that  they  had  converted,  to  the 
Catholic  religion.  This  territory  falling  afterwards  into  the  pofleffion  of 
Britain,  and  fince,  of  the  American  States,  the  Catholic  religion  ceafed 
to  be  preached  to  the  Indians  at  the  expence  of  the  government.  At 
prefent  there  lives  a  French  prieft  among  them,  from  whom  they 
have  learned  the  dodlrine  of  tranfubftantiation  ;  but  neither  the  duty 
and  advantage  of  temperance,  nor  the  principles  and  pradice  of  agricul- 
ture. 
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ture,  nor  the  injuftice  and  folly  of  wafting  the  beft  means  for  the  fupp  or 
of  the  country  by  dellroying  the  falmons  at  an  improper  feafon.  Thcfe 
Indians  bring,  every  year,  a  large  quantity  of  beavers,  otters,  foxes,  and 
racoon  fkins,  for  fale  to  the  merchants  on  the  ri\-cr.  Thefe  fkins  arc 
purchafed  at  a  very  low  price  ;   and  they  receive  rum  in  exchange. 

Penobfcot  River  is  navigable  as  far  as  the  tide  rifes,  that  is,  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty  miles  from  its  mouth.  For  fmall  boats  it  is  acceffi- 
ble-to  the  diftancc  of  one  hundred  miles  higher  up.  On  its  courfe  it 
waters  feveral  beautiful  diftrifts  of  country  filled  with  wood,  and  runs 
out  into  many  creeks ;  all  of  which  are  fufficient  to  drive  a  number  of 
mills.  Up  to  the  limit  of  the  rifing  of  the  tide  its  banks  are  i..habited. 
-After  advancing  along  them  to  a  certain  diilance,  you  enter  the  territo- 
ries which  ftill  pertain  to  the  Indians. 

The  veffels  belongirtg  to  thisxiver  are  not  more  than  twenty,  of  which 
two  are  employed  in  the  trade  to  Europe.  Thefe  two  belong  to  Mr. 
Treat,  a  merchant,  who  has  his  principal  place  of  refidence  near  that 
part  of  the  courfe  of  the  river,  above  which  the  tide  ceafes  to  rife  ;  and 
pofTeffes  feveral  ftorehoufes,  at  different  diftances,  along  the  river's  fide. 
In  the  fpace  often  years,  during  which  he  has  lived  here,  he  has  acquired, 
in  trade,  a  confiderable  property.  The  reft  purfue  the  coafling  trade,  or, 
in  tlie  years  in  which  this  does  not  promife  fuccefs,  a  trade  with  the  Weft 
India  Iflands.  From  all  that  I  coidd  learn,  I  am  led  to  think,  that  timber 
of  all  forts  may  be  had  cheap  here,  as  well  as  in  every  other  part  of  the 
diflridt  of  Maine  which  I  had  occafion  to  vifit.  Ship-building  is  here  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  ton.  During  this  whole  year 
there  have  not  been  more  than  five  built  in  the  river.  The  want  of  ca- 
pital is  the  only  reafon  why  fo  little  is  done  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs. 
It  is  true,  that,  on  account  of  the  prefcnt  war  in  Europe,  the  expence  is 
now  much  greater  than  it  formerly  was;  but,  in  the  preceding  years, 
when  the  expence  was  fmaller,  the  number  of  vcflcls  built  was  not  more 
-confiderable. 

The  whole  townfliip  of  Belfafl  lies  within  the  county  of  Hancock.   A 

great 
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great  part  of  it  is  ftill  inhabited  ;  and  its  whole  population  docs  not  ex- 
ceed ten  thoufand  fouls  upon  a  diftrid:  of  eleven  thoufand  four  hundred 
fquare  miles  in  extent.      Penobfcot  is  the  capital  town. 

Walhington,  a  county  lying  foinewhat  more  to  the  north,  and  boi*- 
dering  upon  the  poffcffions  of  the  Britifh,  poiTeiTes,  on  a  wider  extent  of 
territory,  a  population  of  more  than  three  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Penobfcot  is  ftill  known  by  the  Indian  name  of  Bagadus.  The  expor- 
tation from  it  is  not  confiderable.  The  value  of  thefe  exports  amounted, 
in  the  year  l/Ql,  to  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  •  in 
the  year  1792,  to  eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars;  in 

1793,  to  nineteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-fevcn  dollars;  in. 

1794,  to  five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars;  in  1795. 
to  fouf  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  ;  reckoning  the  year 
from  the  beginning  of  Oilober,  to  the  end  of  September. 

I  believe  that  Penobfcot  River  is  very  juftly  deemed  the  moft  fa- 
vourable fituation  for  the  commerce  of  this  province.  It  may  be  fafely 
affirmed,  that  any  company  or  individual  pofieffing  a  confiderable  capital, 
^nd  knowing  how  to  lay  it  out  in  improvements,  and  in  the  trade  natu- 
rally connected  with  this  fituation,  might  fettle  here  with  no  fmall  ad- 
vantage. A  confiderable  number  of  vefi^els  might  be  built,  if  all  thc" 
wood  from  the'  lands  were  appropriated  to  this  vifc,  and  if  every  day  were 
caVefully  dedicated  to  inceflfant  induftry.  The  faw-mills  would  render 
the  wood  of  great  value ;  and  it  would  quickly  be  fccn,  that  the  prefent 
iaw-mills  are  fufceptible  of  improvement,  which  would  render  them  much 
more  profitable  than  they  now  are  :  particularly  in  the  cutting  of  fhingles, 
and  in  breaking  the  bark  of  the  fpruce-fir,  as  is  now  done  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bofton  for  the  ufe  of  the  tanners,  there  might  be  great  improvement 
made.  In  winter  the  vefifels  might  be  freighted  with  mules  and  horfes, 
reared  here,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Weft  India  ifles  ;  for  thefe  animals  will  be 
bred  here  in  very  great  numbers,  when  example,  and  a  certainty  of  ad- 
vantageous fale,  fhall  have  duly  encouraged  the  planters  to  attend  to  this 
branch  of  farming.  Salt-fifh,  too,  either  procured  by  purchafe  from 
others,  or  by  keeping  fifhing  vefi'els,  would  find  a  good  market  in  the  Weft 
India  ifles.     Thefe  ifle§  might  be  fupplied  alfo  witli  cattle  from  this  pro- 
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vincc,  as  it  is  capable  of  producing  prodigious  numbers  of  tbcm.  Anotber 
product  for  the  fame  exportation  is  corn,  which  will  infallibly  afford  great. 
profits  to  this  country,  when  once  a  fpirit  of  agriculture  Ihall  have  been 
fufficiently  excited  throughout  it.  In  this  manner  might  fuch  a  company 
or  individual,  as  was  above  alluded  to,  gradually  clear  the  land  of  its 
wood,  and  bring  it  into  a  good  ftatc  of  cultivation,  while  its  exportable 
products  would  afford  a  good  income,  and  the  example  woiild  be  of  infinite 
utility  to  the  whole  country.  Befide  all  this,  there  Ihould  be  a  fliop  or 
two  furnilhed  with  the  ufual  articles  for  the  confumption  of  the  country  ;. 
for  fuch  Ihops  as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  prove  extremely  lu- 
crative to  thofe  who  employ  a  number  of  labourers.  The  confequence  would 
be  the  fpeedy  acquifition  of  a  large  fortune  by  the  company  or  individual 
by  whom  thefe  meafures  ihould  be  purfued  The  increafe  of  their  means 
vvould  naturally  enlarge  their  concerns,  and  render  them  more  profitable. 

Exportation,  the  grand  Iburce  of  profit  to  a  great  landholder,  both  on 
account  of  the  prefent  advantage  which  it  yields,  and  becaufe  it  tends  to 
enhance  the  prices  of  all  commodities,  is  more  neccffary  in  the  province 
of  Maine,  than  in  many  other  places.  The  emigrants  make  little  refort 
to  this  province.  The  diftricl  of  Geneffee,  and  the  back  parts  of  Penn- 
fvlvania,  Kentucky,  and  all  the  weftern  parts  where  the  chmatc  is  milder, 
the  foil  more  fertile,  and  the  land  cheaper,  arc  naturally  preferred.  The 
difference  betv/cen  the  abundant  population  of  Geneffee,  A\hich  was, 
within  thefe  laft  ten  years,  in  thepoffcffion  of  the  Indians,  and  the  fcanty 
number  of  families,  fcattcred  throughout  the  province  of  Maine,  of  which 
the  greater  part  was.  an  hundred  years  fince,  reduced  into  a  colonial  ter- 
ritory, is  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  truth  of  what  is  here  affirmed,  which 
ought  certainly  to  have  its  weight  with  the  great  landholders  of  this  pro- 
vince. It  may.  Indeed,  be  reafonably  expefted,  that  there  will  be  a  gra- 
dual influx  of  fcttlers  into  this  region,  from  the  great  increafe  of  the  po- 
pulation of  Maffiichufetts.  The  wilds  of  Maine  may  be  thus  at  length 
inhab;tcd  ;  and  then  the  value  of  land  will  rife,  and  there  will  be  an  in- 
creafe of  maiuifadluring  and  commercial  induffry,  to  the  great  advantage 
both  of  tlie  land-owners  and  the  merchants. 

In  fome  places,  labourers  arc  procured  pretty  cafily  ;  and  the  wages,  for 

any 
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any  confiderable ,  time  together,  are  there  at  the  fame  rate,  as  in  the  dif- 
tri<5ts  beyond  Bollon,  already  defcribed. 

The  country  is  healthful,  though  much  colder  than  the  great  land- 
holders are  willing  to  allow.  Fogs  and  rains  are  more  frequent  here  than 
in  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  America.  The  maritime  fituation  of  the 
province  of  Maine,  contributes,  no  doubt,  to  increafe  the  humidity  of  its 
atmofphere.  The  perpetual  dampnefs.on  the  fea  coaft  produces  a  greater 
occasion  for  warm  and  conftant  fires  there,  than  in  the  interior  parts; 
But,  however  rigorous  the  climate,  it  is  fufficiently  favourable  to  the  pro- 
du(5lion  of  maize,  and  of  excellent  hay.  Nor  is  there  any  juft  reafon  for 
fuppofmg,  that  wheat  and  other  grains  wr-.uld  not  thrive  in  it,  if  carefplly 
cultivated. 

Life  is  uflially  long  and  healthy  in  this  province.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  meet  with  old  men  of  the  age  of  eighty,  or  ninety  vears,  though  the 
general  condition  of  the  people  be  but  mifcrable,  at  leaft  in  that  part  of 
the  country  through  which  I  accompanied  General  Knox.  Save  the 
brothers  Almas,  we  found  none  v/ho  could  be  /aid  to  be  even  mode- 
rately intelligent.  They  are  univerfally  poor,  or  at  leall  live  as  if  they 
were  fo  in  an  extreme  degree.  The  habitations  arc  every  where  poor, 
low  huts.  Every  where,  you^  find  a  dirty,  dark-coloured  rye-meal,  and  that 
not  in  fufficlent  quantity.  The  fort  of  frefh  meat  to  be  feen  on  any  table, 
is  that  of  lambs,  which  are  killed,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  procuring 
a  good  difli,  as  to  prevent  the  fheep-ftock  from  becoming  more  numerous 
than  is  defired.  In  fhort,  of  all  America,  the  province  of  Maine  is  the 
place  that  afforded  me  the  worll:  accommodation.  And,  confidering  how 
little  reaibn  I  found  to  praife  the  accommodations  of  many  other  places  ; 
what  1  have  now  faid  of  Maine  muft  be  regarded  as  an  affirmation,  that 
the  condition  of  human  life  in  that  place  is  exceedingly  wretched. 

The  common  drink  here,  and  throughout  all  America,  is  grog,  or  a 
mixture  of  water  with  rum  or  whilky.  It  is  made  alfb  with  gin  or 
brandy,  but  not  in  theie  parts. 

A  fort  of  beer,  made  from  the  twigs  of  thelpruce-fir,  is  likewifc  drunk 
here.  Molaffes,  and  occafionally  maple-tree  fugar^  are  joined  with  the 
fpruce  twigs,  in  brewing  this  beverage. 

3  L  2  Here 


44  t  TRAVELS   IN   NORTH  AMETJCA. 

Here  is  alio  another  fort  of  beer,  much  Uke  the  former  ;  but  it  is  brew- 
ed from  the  young  twigs  of  the  birch,  inftead  of  thofe  of  the  fprucc-fir. 

Both  thefe  Uquors  arc  very  common  in  Maffachufctts  and  in  Canada. 
Many  people  are  fond  of  them  ;  to  me  they  are  difagreeablc 

All  the  fettlcrs  in  Waldo-patent,  a  very  few^  excepted,  occupy  lands  to 
•which  they  have  no  juft  right.  But  they  are  of  two  ditFerent  clafles  ;  of 
-which  one  confifts  of  perfons  who  have  fettled  here  by  the  permiffion  of 
the  General  or  his  ftewards,  and  are  to  pay  a  certain  purchafe-money  at 
a  future  time  ;  but  the  others  neither  afked  nor  obtained  any  fuch  per- 
miffion. The  condition  of  the  former  may  appear  to  be  more  fecure  than 
that  of  the  latter.  But  then  this  laft  clafs  is  fo  much  the  more  numerous, 
that  the  General  will  probably  find  it  ncceflary  to  treat  them  all  alike. 
All  acknowledge  that  they  muft  pay  a  certain  rent  or  purchafe-moncy  j 
but  neither  do  they  offer  ready  money,  nor  fix  any  precife  time  for  pay- 
ment. The  General  encounters  all  the  perplexity  and  difficulties  of  this 
bufmefs  with  the  firmefl  fleadinefs,  and  the  mofl  extraordinary  patience. 

PRICE  OF  WOOD  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 
1  was  induced  to  form  the  following  table  of  the  prices  of  different 
forts  of  timber  in  different  places  of  this  province,  by  confidering  that  it 
might  become  hereafter  a  matter  of  fome  curiofity  to   compare  the  fu- 
ture variations  in  the  price  of  wood,  with  that  for  which  it  is  fold  at  this 

prcfent  time. 

I  have  added  a  view  of  the  prices  of  other  produds  of  this  province, 
according  to  the  moft  complete  and  accurate  information  that  I  could 
obtain.  This  alfo  will  ferve  for  a  fixed  point  in  the  fcale  of  the  varia- 
tions of  price,  which  thefe  produds  may  hereafter  undergo. 

I  have  given  likewife  a  view  of  the  expences  and  the  returns  of  a  late 
voyage  of  a  fchooncr  to  England,  which  was  communicated  to  me  by 
Colonel  Schultz. 
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Expences  and  returns  of  a  voyage  performed  by  the  Dolphin  fcliooner, 
of  Cufliing,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
tons  burthen.  Captain  Bayenton,  commander,  in  the  months  of  May, 
June,  and  July,  1/95,  in  the  fpacc  of  three  months  wanting  five  days  ; 
from  Camden  to  Liverpool,  and  from  Liverpool  back  to  Bollon. 

Dollars.  Dollars. 

'Expenditure  l)y  the  merchants  frelglit         —  — ^440 

Captain's  wages  for  the  voyage  —       —  —      lOO 

Pilot's  wages,  twenty  dollars  a  month  —  —        Oo 

Eour  failors,  eighteen  dollars  a  month  —  —     I92 

Provifjons         —  —  —  —  —     120 9/8 

Prime  Cojl  of  the  Cargo  at  Camden. 

100  tons  of  oak,  at  three  dollars  a  ton       —  —     300 

14,000  oak  flaves,  at  eight  dollars  a  thoufand  112 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  fix  dollars  a  thoufand  feet  12  g    ... 

Duties  paid  in  England  —  —  —     225 

Occafional  expences         —         —         —  —     150 1/83 

Purchafed  in  P^ngland 

42  tons  of  fait,  at  three  fliillings  and  four  pence  fterl.      3  3  i 

•272  bufliels  of  pit  coal,  at  three  pence  fterl.  a  bufhel        1 4 345 

Duties  on  the  fait  at  Bofton         —         —         —  420 


Total  expenditure  2548 

Receipts  of  the  Merchants  Sales  at  Liverpool. 

4000  feet,  or  100  tons  of  oak,  at  three  fliillings  a 

foot,  or  twenty  dollars  "a  ton          —        —       —  2000 

14,000  oak  ftaves,  at  forty-three  dollars  a  thoufand  03O 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  forty-five  dollars        —       —       go 2/20 

Salts 
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Dollars. 


'"'  Sales  at  BoJIofi. 

420  tons  of  fait,  at  four  dollars,   85  —  —  2oG8 

2J^2  buihels  of  pitcoal,        —        —        —       . —       gO 2lG4. 


Total  receipts  488  1 

Total  expenditure  254 S 


Clear  profit  to  the  merchant         233(?- 

This  great,  profit  is  not  to  be  fo  furely  reckoned  upon,  as  if  the  fame" 
cargo  for  the.  returning  voyage  were,  always  to  be  eafily  obtained  in  Engr- 
land.      Yet  it  affords  certain  data,   from  which  may  be  inferred  what  a 
confiderable  benefit  this  foreign  trade  affords  in  return  for  a  moderate  ex- 
penditure. 

But  I  repeat,  that  this  country  is  ftill  in  its  infancy,  and  in  a  languid 
and  cheerlefs  infancy.  The  taxes  are  much  heavier  than  in  any  newdy^ 
fettled  country  I  have  as  yet  vifited.  Mr.  Schultz,  by  whom  I  am  in- 
formed of  the  fad:,  pays  twenty  dollars  a  year.  Among  thefe  taxes  is  one 
for  the  fupport  of  fchools,  though  no  fchools  have,  hitherto  been  efta-* 
bliflied. 

FARTHER  OBSERVATIONS 

CONCERNING  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 

There  is  no  houie  for  religious  worfhip  in  this  province,  neither  in  the 
diftricl  of  Belfaft,  nor  in  Penobfcot.  Penobfcot  is  the  only  town  in  thefe 
parts,  and  it  confifts  of  near  a  thoufand  houfes.  A  poor  preacher  lives  in 
thefe  parts,  who  has  only  a  very  few  hearers,  to  whom  he  preaclies  at 
different  places  every  fecond  Sunday,  and  who  pay  him  at  the  rate  of 
four  dollars  each.  Throughout  all  America,  -  the  building  of  a  new 
church,  for  every  parochial  dif-hridl,  is  confidered  as  a  very  burthenfome 
©xpenue.     Here,  therefore,  the  people  rather  pay  a  certain  confideration», 

leaving 
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leaving  the  preacher  to  find  a  houfe  for  hlmfelf.  The  young  people  of 
both  fexes,  however,  efpecially  the  young  women,  are  very  defirous  of  a 
church,  in  which  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  affcmblc  every 
week,  and  to  difplay  their  perfons  and  their  drefs.  In  New  England 
they  refrain,  on  Sunday,  Avith  weak  fuperftition,  even  from  the  moft 
harmlefs  fports.  But,  it  is,  in  truth,  becaufe  it  affords  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  going  from  home,  and  meeting  with  their  neighbours,  that  thefc 
people  are  fo  fond  of  vifiting  the  church. 

There  is,  in  this  country,  a  great  lack  of  medical  practitioners,  at  leaf!: 
of  perfons  whofe  fkill  is  worthy  of  the  name.  The  people  are  n5t  here 
either  fufficiently  numerous,  or  fufficiently  opulent,  to  make  it  eligible 
for  ik.ilful  furgeons  or  phyficians  to  fettle  among  them.  The  furgcon's 
employment  is  exercifed  at  prefent  by  people  who  are  engaged  in  other 
purfuits,  and  therefore  make  this  but  their  occafional  bufmefs,  and  who 
are  fo  ignorant  as  fcarcely  to  know  how  to  let  blood  with  fafcty  to  the 
patient.  In  the  llate  of  Maflachufetts,  any  perfon  is  at  liberty  to  affunic 
the  profeffion  of  medicine  at  his  pleafurc ;  and  it  is  certainly  a  difgracc 
to  tlie  legiflaturc,  that  the  health  and  lives  of  thefc  funple  and  credulous 
people  Ihould  be  in  fuch  a  manner  expofed  a  prey  to  ignorance,  impu- 
dence, and  quackery. 

When  General  Knox  had  accompliflicd  his  bufmefs,  we  went  on  board 
the  fchooner,  which  I  mentioned  above,  hoping  that,  within  four  hours, 
we  fliould  reach  the  General's  houfe.  It  was  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing when  we  went  on  board,  and  the  wind  was  favourable.  But  the 
wind  Ihiftcd  on  a  fudden,  the  weather  became  fiormy,  our  progrefs 
was  confiderably  interrupted,  and  we  lay-to  till  the  ftorm  was  over. 

Next  iTiorning  we  found,  that  we  could  not  yet  make  way,  and  th-erc- 
ibre  retired  again  to  another  creek,  about  fix  miles  nearer  than  the  former 
to  the  place  to  which  we  were  going,  but  ftill  fifteen  miles  dillant  from 
where  we  were  to  take  our  way  for  St.  George's  Ri\er.  The  weather 
w^as  now  fair,  and  General  Knox,  who  is  not  at  all  fond  of  navigation, 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  go  on  ihorc,  affuring  me  that  we  ihould  be 

able 
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able  to  procure  horfes  from  Captain  Alma,  which  would  quickly  carry 
us  to  St.  George's  River.  We  were  not  far  from  Ducktrap.  Upon  our 
arrival  at  the  Captain's  houfe,  we  were  encountered  by  new  difficulties. 
We  had  to  v^'ait  for  our  own  horfes,  which  were  coming  under  the  care 
of  the  poft ;  and  this  happened  to  be  the  only  place  in  all  the  province  of 
Maine,  in  which  the  travelling  of  the  poll  is  forhewhat  retarded  by  the 
frequency  of  the  plantations.  The  horfes,  whofe  arrival  was  expe6ted  to 
be  about  noon,  came  fix  hours  later.  W^e  were  thus  obliged  to  pafs  the 
night  in  a  dirty  houfe  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  wind  had  changed, 
and  our  fchooncr  was  gone  on  her  way,  much  farther  than  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  conduct  us  to  the  end  of  our  journey.  Thefe  incon- 
venient occurrences  were  lufficiently  difagreeable  to  rac ;  tor,  having  fo 
far  to  travel,  I  had  now  rather  too  little  time  remaining  for  my  fiibfe- 
quent  journey  ;  and  I  had  wiflied  to  fpend  fome  fliort  time  longer  with 
General  Knox  and  his  family. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  GENERAL  KNOX. 

On  the  3d  day  of  06cober,  four  and  twenty  hours  after  our  arrival  at 
St.  George's,  I  was  obliged  to  fct  out  for  Bofton.  I  had  experienced 
fuch  friendly  entertainment  from  General  Knox  and  his  family,  that  it 
was  with  real  concern  I  left  them.  They  did  not  treat  me  as  a  ftrangcr, 
but  with  the  kind  and  eafy  attentions  which  are  paid  to  one  who  is  at 
once  a  relation  and  a  friend.  Mrs.  Knox  is  a  lady,  of  whom  you  con- 
ceive fi:ill  a  higher  opinion,  the  longer  you  arc  acquainted  with  her. 
Seeing  her  at  Philadelphia,  you  think  of  her  but  as  a  fortunate  player  at 
whift.  At  her  own  houfe  in  the  country,  you  difcover  her  to  pofTels 
wit,  intelligence,  a  good  heart,  an  excellent  underftanding.  In  the 
country,  Mifs  Knox  lays  afide  her  exceffive  timidity,  and  you  admire  alike 
her  beauty,  wit,  and  cheerfulnefs.  As  for  Mrs.  Flunker,  you  find  her  in- 
terefting  at  a  firfl:  acquaintance,,  and  no  lefs  fo  upon  a  longer  familiarity. 
I  fay  nothing  of  the  General.  I  have  already  faid  he  is  one  of  the  wor- 
thleft  men  1  have  known ;  chccrftd,  agreeable,  valuable  equally  as  an 
excellent  friend  and    an   engaging    companion.     With   a   heart  warmly 

,3  M  grateful 
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grateful  for  fo  much  kindnefs,  I  took  my  leave  of  tliid  worthy  family  ; 
and  gratitude  is  the  moft  pleafmg  feeling  of  which  my  prcfent  fituation 
leaves  me  capable.  The  v\hole  family  faw  me  depart,  A\ith  the  l;;mc 
kind  concern,  as  if  I  had  been  a  near  relation;  and  perhaps  nothing  could 
be  more  intereftingly  afFe6llng  than  this  fccne. 

From  St.  George's  to  Warren  the  fettlcrs  are  not  numerous.  This 
diftrifl  extends  to  Thomaftown,  where  the  General  rcfides.  About 
tv\'enty  houfes  ftand  at  the  place,  beyond  which  the  tide  ceafes  to  rile. 
There  are  two  or  three  fawing-mills,  corn-mills,  and  waulk-mills,  two  or 
three  fhops,  and  two  or  three  fmall  merchants.  The  ri^  cr  there  ceafes 
to  be  navigable,  on  account  of  a  number  of  rocks  that  rife  in  the  nndft 
of  its  channel.  A  canal  is  to  be  cut  here,  with  the  General's  permiffion, 
by  which  the  river  will  be  made  na\  igable  for  fixty  or  feventy  miles  lar- 
ther  than  at  prefent.  It  may  be  cut  without  any  very  confiderable  diffi- 
culty, and  will  prove  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  the  General  and  his 
pofterity.  The  foil  is  moderately  good,  but  its  cultivation  is  negleded 
The  back-parts  I  have  not  feen  ;  bvit  all  the  fettlers  who  live  contiguous 
to  the  river,  if  they  can  fell  their  wood,  think  not,  any  more  than  the 
reffc  throughout  the  province  of  Maine,  of  applying  thcmfelves  to  the 
tillage  of  their  grounds,  and  the  improvements  of  hufbandry. 


WALDOBOROUGII;  BROADBAY  ;  NOBLEBOROUGII ;  NEW- 
CASTLE. 

The  next  diltnft  is  Waldoborough.  It  is  a  German  fettlement,  formed 
torty  years  ago  by  Brigadier-General  Waldo.  Three  years  afterwards,  he 
brought  hither  fome  German  families,  and  affigned  to  each  of  them  one 
hundred  acres  of  ground.  It  is  in  a  ftatc  of  profperity.  The  families, 
which  were,  originally,  forty  in  number,  ha\e  incrcafcd  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  Fifty  other  planters,  Irilb,  Englilh,  and  Americans,  live  alfo 
here.  But,  it  is  requifite  for  thefc  to  underfland  German,  as  this  is  the 
language  commonly  fpok.en  throvighout  the  diftrid; :  though  all  the  Ger- 
man inhabitants  read  Englilli,  and  have  tlie  laws  and  the  proceedings  of 

their 
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their  courts  of  jullice  in  that  language.     The  German  is,  however,  the 
common  language  of  trade,  and  of  familiar  intercourfe. 

Broadbay  is  formed  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  which  here  advances  inland, 
A  fmall  river,  the  courfe  of  which  is  for  fome  thirty  miles,  falls  into 
this  bay.  Like  the  other  ri\'crs  of  this  territory,  it  is  not  na\igablc. 
Trees  may  be  iioatcd,  fmgly,  down  the  ftream,  but  in  no  other  way, 
from  the  dillance  often  or  twelve  miles  above.  The  interior  extremity 
of  the  bay  lies  al:iOut  ten  miles  inland.  Three  or  four  veflels  are  annually 
built  here.  To  this  place  belong  eight  fliips,  of  which  only  three  carry: 
three  niafts.  Thcfc  are  almoft  all,  either  the  property  of  the  merchants 
of  Wifcaifet  and  that  neighbourhood,  or  elfe  arc,  at  leail,  annually 
freighted  by  thofe  merchants.  An  Irifli  merchant,  who  has  refided  for 
thefe  feveral  years  in  Waldoborough,  does  bufinefs  in  this  way,  on  his  own 
account,  and  with  good  fuccefs.  A  cargo  of  wood  can  be  quickly  pro- 
cured at  "Waldoborough  ;  but  the  price  is  here  fome  what  higher,  than  in 
St.  George's  River,  or  the  Bay  of  Penobfcot. 

The  buildings  are  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  the  hills ;  on  the  edges 
of  the  bay  ;  and  are  pretty  numerous  ;  but  arc  finall,  and  make  as  forry 
an  appearance  as  any  I  have  lately  feen.  The  quality  of  the  foil  is  mo- 
derately good.  From  fifteen  to  eighteen  bufliels  of  maize,  twenty  buihels 
of  barley,  fifteen  bufliels  of  rye,  is  the  ordinary  produce  from  an  acre  of 
ground  ;  three  hundred  bufliels  is  the  ufual  encreafe  of  potatoes  from 
one  acre.  Each  family  keeps  from  fifteen  to  twenty  head  of  cattle. 
The  fear  of  the  bears  and  wolves,  which  are  numerous  in  thefe  parts, 
does  not  hinder  thefe  people  from  driving  out  their  cattle  to  feed  in  the 
woods.  Though  one  part  of  the  herd  fliould  be,  to-day,  devoured  by 
the  beafts  of  prey ;  the  refi:  would,  neverthelefs,  be  driven  out,  to  feed  in 
the  w^oods,  to-morrow  :  but  fach  accidents  are  rare.  There  is  no  in- 
ffcance  of  children  having  been  attacked.  I  myfelf,  in  my  journey  of 
this  day,  and  at  the  diftancc  of  a  mile  from  Waldoborough,  faw  a  bear 
of  a  confiderable  fize,  running  acrofs  the  road.  I  purfued  him  on  horfe- 
back,  without  leaving  the  road,  and  he  ran  away  with  great  fpeed. 

Jroadbay  is  the  boundary  of  Waldo-patent,  and  the  centre  of  Waldo- 

3  M  2  borough. 
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borough.  The  houfes  of  this  laft  place  Uc  fcattcrcd  around  the  ba} ,  the 
environs  of  which  are  much  more  populous  than  the  territory  through 
which  I  had  travelled  hitherto.  I  was  told,  that,  feme  miles  inland,  both 
the  foil  and  the  hufbandry  are  better,  and  the  fettlcments  more  nume- 
rous. 

Waldo-patent  lies  in  the  coxmty  of  Lincoln,  which  contains  about 
thirty  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  county-courts  are  held  at  HallowclU 
Pownalborough  and  Waldoborough.  Thomaftown,  where  General 
Knox  refides,  lies  alfo  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  which,  howc^•er,  does 
not  extend  beyond  Belialt. 

Nobleborough,  the  next  townfliip,  is  much  more  populous  than  the  lall, 
and  exhibits  great  diverfity  in  the  appearance  of  its  houfes,  and  the  weal'-h 
or  poverty  of  its  different  inhabitants.  This  diftricl  has  likewifc  its  Bay 
of  Damafcobay,  which  extends  ten  or  tw^elve  miles  inland.  A  feu  toifcs- 
from  the  inmoft  point  of  this  bay,  is  a  lake  of  frcfli  water,  not  lefs  than  fifty 
miles  in  the  extent  of  its  area.  Such  lakes  are  frequent  throughout  this 
part  of  the  country.  They  abound  in  fifli,  of  w'hich,  howe^-er,  the  inha- 
bitants make  no  ufc.  The  quantity  is  not  fufficient,  to  make  it  an  (jb- 
je61;  of  trade,  to  fait,  and  carry  them  to  market ;  and  thcfe  people  arc  too 
negligent,  to  fifli  for  the  fupply  of  their  own  tables.  There  are  fome 
fliips  built  in  Damafcobay  ;  and  of  thefe  the  greater  part  are  employed  by 
the  merchants  of  Wifcaffet. 

The  diftri<S;  of  Newcaffle  has,  likewife,  a  bay  ;  or  rather,  is  intcrfeded 
by  the  river  Steepfent,  which  runs  by  WifcaiTct.  At  Ncwcallle,  this 
river  is  acceffible  for  fliips  of  burthen :  it  admits  fmall  veirels,  for  fome 
miles  farther  up.  There  are  two  fliips  at  prefcnt  in  building  at  NewcalHe. 
You  crofs  the  river  by  a  ferry,  which  is  convenient  and  fafe.  A  bridge  is 
about  to  be  built  here ;  and  the  ferryman  is  much  lefs  concerned  for  the 
probable  lofs  which  it  will  occafion  to  him,  of  his  prefent  income,  than 
pleafed,  that  he  is  to  be  thus  relcafed  from  that  inccflant  watchfulncfs 
and  toil  of  the  ferry. 

The  road  along  which  I,  this  day,  travelled,  was  rugged,  obftru(!:l:ed  by 
rocks  and  roots  of  trees,  often  miry,  pafling  over  great  inequalities  of 

<j;round. 
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ground,  and  worft  in  the  woods,  througli  which  a  great  part  of  it  led. 
Worthy  General  Knox  condu<5led  me,  eight  miles  on  my  journey,  and 
directed  me  to  the  dwelling  of  an  honeft  German,  a  furgeon,  who,  in 
favourable  years,  gains  from  fixty  to  eighty  dollars  by  his  practice,  and 
who  told  me,  that,  for  twenty  miles  round,  there  is  no  other  medical 
pradlitioner.  This  honeft  man  accompanied  me,  till  I  was  no  longer  ia 
danger  of  wandering  from  the  way  ;  and  refufed  to  receive  money  for 
my  dinner,  which  I  earncftly  offered  him.  He  has  fix  children,  all  mar- 
ried, and  a  fmall  farm  of  forty  acres,  which,  as  he  told  mc,  is  not  very 
well  cultivated.  But,  he  fays,  he  has  enough,  and  docs  not  covet  riches. 
He,  on  a  "former  year,  remitted  three  hvmdred  dollars  to  Philadelphia,  to 
procure  a  German  minifter,  to  whom  he  now  pays  thirty  dollars  a  year, 
befidcs  his  juft  Ihare  of  the  congregational  contribution.  On  the  whole, 
this  man  is  an  eccentric  character. 

WISCASSET. 

Mr.  Lee,  vv'hom  I  faw  at  the  houfe  of  General  Knox,  had  afked  me 
to  take  my  lodging  at  his  houfe,  when  I  fhould  come  to  Wifcaffet.  I  did 
fo.  He  is  a  lawyer ;  and  he  appeared  to  me,  to  be  one  of  the  befl  em- 
ployed ones  in  the  whole  country.  He  has  an  elegant  houfe  ;  is  a  very 
worthy  man ;  gave  me  a  kind  reception  ;  and  exprefled  his  concern  that 
his  wife,  who  went  lately  on  a  vifit  to  Boflon,  was  not  at  home,  to  make 
my  entertainment  better. 

Wifcaflet,  fituated  on  the  bay  of  Penobfcot,  is  the  firil  place  in  the 
province  of  Maine,  in  which  any  confiderable  bufincfs  is  tranfafted.  The 
merchants  are  not  very  rich,  but  they  are  very  numerous ;  and,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  proprietors  of  almofh  all  the  veflds  which  fail  from 
the  neighbou.ring  creeks  and  bays.  Some  individuals  among  them  poflcfs 
to  the  number  of  fix  or  feven  fhips.  They  hire  out  for  freight,  thofe 
which  are  not  required  for  the  carriage  of  their  own  traffic  ;  and  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  Europe  affords  great  fcope  to  this  carrying- trade  of  the 
Americans,  which  they  find  to  be  very  profitable,  though  not  v^ithout  its 
rifles.  Mr.  Swan  of  Boflon  has  hired  a  great  quantity  of  tonnage,  for 
the  purpofe  of  exporting  corn  and  flour  to  France. 

There 
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There  belong  fifty  ililps  to  Wifcaflct.  Tea  of  thefe  lail  to  Europe,  on 
account  of  merchants  living  in  this  place.  They  export  the  produds  of 
the  country,  and  bring  back,  in  return,  to  Bollon,  foreign  goods,  for 
which  there  is  no  lale  in  the  province  ot  Maine. 

Wifcaffet  lies  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles  trom  the  fc:i  ;  and  for  this 
reafon,  there  live  but  few  of  iliip-mailers  at  this  fmall  port.  Thefe 
people  have  their  dwellings  along  tlie  coaft.  They  would  lofe  half  their 
prefent  sains,  if  they  fettled  at  any  dillance  from  it.  This  town  is  pretty 
compa<5t,  and  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  fomc  of 
which  are  very  handlijme.  In  the  year  1789,  the  whole  traffic  of  this 
dillrift  was  carried  on  in  thirtv-five  \eflels.  which  did  not  carr}^  in  all, 
above  two  thoufand  and  ninety  tons.  In  1 7Ql>,  and  not  later  than  the  10th 
day  of  Oftobcr,  the  number  of  fliips  regillered  was  one  hundred  and  two, 
and  their  tonnage,  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-four  tons. 
Thefe  facls  evince,  to  what  an  extraordinary  pitch,  even  the  folc  bufniefs 
of  fliip-building  is  capable  of  advancing  the  trade  and  opulence  of  the 
people  of  thefe  parts.  The  exports  amounted,  in  the  year  1  791,  to  thirty- 
five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-two  dollars;  in  the  year  1792,  to 
thirty-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars ;  in  1 793,  to 
thirty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars ;  in  179^>  to 
thirty-tvyo  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  ;  in  1  795,  to  thirt\- 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars.  The  fmallncfs  of  the 
variations  in  the  amounts  of  the  money-prices  of  the  total  exports,  in  tliefe 
fuccelfive  years  ;  while  the  market-value  of  thofe  pro\  ifions  of  ^vhich 
this  exportation  confifts,  has  been  continually  rifing ;  evinces  the  truth 
of  what  I  affirmed  concerning  the  fiiips  of  Wifcalfet,  as  being  em- 
ployed chiefly  in  the  carrying-trade,  and  taking  in  their  ladings  at  other 
ports. 

KENNEBECK  RIVER. 

The  road  lies  along  the  interior  extremity  of  the  bay.  As  it  advances 
towards  Bofton,  the  appearance  of  induftry  and  bufinels  encreafcs ;  the 
houfes  become  larger  and  handfomcr.  Volwick-bay  lies  not  far  iVoiu 
Wifcaflet.     One  or  two  fm;Ul  veflels  have  been  built  in  it ;   fe\  eral  corn 

and 
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and  fawlng- mills  ftand  upon  the  fmall  rivers  which  fall  into  it;  and 
in  thefe  the  upper  rocks  form  a  fort  of  natural  dam  to  accumulate 
the  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  mills.  The  land  between  Kennebcck-river 
and  Wifcaflet,  is  ftony,  yet  fertile.  It  is  everywhere  inhabited,  yet  but 
in  a  moderate  ftate  of  cultivation.  Of  ten  miles  journey,  by  this  way, 
fcarce  a  quarter  of  a  mile  lies  through  woods.  Kennebeck-river  is  to  be 
croffed  by  a  ferry.  The  river  is  here  about  half  a  mile  broad  ;  and  the 
paffage  is  faid  to  be  fometimes  dan2;erous,  though  I  found  it  iafe  and  eafy. 
Both  the  winds  and  tide  were  favourable  ;  and,  in  five  minutes,  I  reached 
the  farther  fliore.      Both  the  ferryman  and  his  boat  are  very  good. 

Kennebeck  is  one  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  province  ot  Maine.  Its 
fource  is  two  hundred  miles  diftant  from  its  mouth,  and  it  waters  the 
fincfh  woodlands  in  this  region.  It  is  navigable  to  the  diflance  of  fifty 
miles  upward  from  its  mouth  ;  but,  this  navigation  is  greatly  obftrufted 
by  rocks  and  fand-banks.  There  arc  flaips  built  at  Hallowell,  which 
ftands  at  the  dillance  of  forty  miles  up  the  river :  but,  thefe  receive  their 
lading  at  Bath,  fix  miles  below  the  ferry  by  which  I  paffed.  The  wood 
felled  at  Hallowell  and  places  contiguous  to  it,  is  conveyed  down  to  Bath 
in  fledges  or  boats,  and  is,  then,  received  on  board  the  fhips.  The  en- 
trance into  Kennebeck-river  is  fo  dangerous,  that  fhips  failing  with  this 
deftlnation,  if  infured  at  London,  pay  a  higher  premium,  than  thofe 
bound  for  any  other  bay,  harbour,  or  river,  on  thefe  coafts  ;  at  leall  I  wa^ 
fo  Informed. 

There  belong  forty  fliips  to  this  river.  Thefe  arc,  for  the  greater  part, 
the  property  of  merchants  who  have  their  counting- houfes  in  Bath,  and 
their  dwellina"-houfes  in  either  Bath  or  Hallowell.  The  reft  belong  to 
merchants  refident  in  Wifcaflet  or  Portland.  The  banks  of  the  river  are 
inhabited  to  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  inland.  That 
tra(5l  of  land  which  is  watered  by  no  other  river,  is,  in  one  dlrciflion,  oc- 
cupied to  the  extent  of  eighty  or  one  hundred  miles. 

Hallowell  is,  as  I  was  informed,   a   town  confifting  of  two   hundred 
houfes.     Another  town  of  the  fame  name,  and  not  lefs  confiderable,  is 
fituate  two  miles  higher  on  the  fame  river.     They  afford,   both,   a  mar- 
ket 
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kct  for  the  produce  ot'  the  lands ;  which  is  very  abundant ;  for  the  foil  l.s 
excellent,  and  wheat  and  other  grains  are  cnltivated  upon  it.  There  is 
alfo  a  Gfreat  deal  of  wood  brought  down  Ktnnebeck  River  ;  but  the  wood 
contiguous  to  the  fliores  of  the  river,  and  adjacent  to  the  plantations  and 
dwellings,  now  begins,  as  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  to  be  exhauftcd. 
The  large  wood  is  cut,  as  I  am  told,  at  the  diftancc  of  twenty  miles 
above  Hallowell.  Thofe  who  derive  their  principal  means  of  fupport 
from  the  fale  of  this  article,  are  wont  to  wander  into  the  deep  woods,  in 
the  month  of  November,  with  their  families  and  cattle,  otten  to  the 
diftance  of  from  forty  to  lixty  miles  from  their  ordinary  habitations. 
They  are  previoufly  careful  to  provide  hay  in  the  fummer,  by  going  into 
thefe  woods,  mowing  the  gi-afs,  and  putting  it  up  in  ricks,  for  the  ufe  ot 
their  cattle,  when  they  fhall  return  in  the  winter.  They  now  rear  huts 
for  themfelves  ;  fell  their  wood  ;  bring  it,  on  fledges,  to  the  river's  fide  ; 
and  there  refer^-e  it,  till  the  river  is  fo  much  fv^■ollen  by  rams  as  to  con- 
vey it,  eafily,  floating  dov/n  the  ftream.  They  mark,  each  his  trees  with 
a  particular  mark,  before  committing  them  to  the  llream,  fo  that  the 
property  of  every  difl-'erent  w^ood-cutter  can  be  dillinguiflicd  at  the  place 
of  fliipping,  without  difpute  or  miftake.  Unlefs  the  excelTive  feverit}-  of 
the  winter  drive  them  from  the  woods,  fooner  than  they  intended,  they  re- 
turn not  until  April  or  May  ;  and  they  then  apply  themfelves  to  the  culti- 
vation of  their  lands.  Bath  is  the  feat  of  a  cuftom-houfe,  or  a  port  of  oiiry 
as  they  call  it.  Its  exports  amounted,  in  the  year  17Q1,  to  the  value 
of  twenty-nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-fevcn  dollars;  in  17y2, 
to  thirty-feven  thoufand  and  two  dollars  ;  in  ]  7(j3,  to  forty -five  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars;  in  170-1.  to  twenty-three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars;  in  l/O^^  to  thirty- four 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars. 

In  the  diflriil  of  Brunfwick,  which  borders  on  that  of  Bath,  the  foil 
is,  in  general,  poor,  and  almoft  everywhere  a  dry  fand.  It  affords  no 
trees,  but  the  white  fir,  the  white  birch,  and  the  filver  fir,  none  of  which 
is  of  any  very  confiderablc  growth.  It  is  but  very  imperfc(5;l:ly  cleared  and 
cultivated.  Few  habitations  arc  tobefcen.  On  the  road,  I  found  only  two 

or 
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or  three  fmall  villages,  or  rather  hamlets.  The  firll:  of  them,  at  which  I 
dined,  confifts  of  thirty  or  forty  houfes.  Of  thefe,  fome  are  pretty  neat. 
The  people  who  live  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  fea-coafh,  have  no  em- 
ployments but  thofe  of  husbandry,  and  fome  occafional  hunting.  The 
land  ufually  yields,  an  acre,  tw^enty-five  bufliels  of  maize,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  bufhels  of  potatoes,  eighteen  bufliels  of  rye.  The  culture  which 
it  receives,  is  but  little.  There  is  a  little  wheat,  and  fome  barley,  like- 
wife  raifed  here. 

The  vicinity  of  the  fea,  and  the  high  wages  which  failors  have,  for 
fome  time,  been  wont  to  receive,  produces,  among  the  young  people,  a 
very  general  preference  for  a  fea-faring  life.  Labourers  in  agriculture  are, 
confequently,  more  difficult  to  be  procured,  and  demand  higher  wages ; 
they  expedl  ten  or  eleven  dollars  a  month.  The  meadows  yield  a  good 
deal  of  hay.  This  is  an  article  of  primary  neceflity  ;  for  the  cattle  muft 
be  kept,  for  fix  or  feven  months  of  the  year,  in  the  ftalls  ;  and  during  this 
time,  hay  is  their  only  forage.  Each  cow  or  bullock  confumes  nearly 
fix  thoufand  pounds  of  hay,  and  feventy  or  eighty  bufhels  of  maize. 

The  other  village  in  Brunfwick,  which  I  pafled  through,  lies  five  miles 
farther.  The  thirty  or  forty  families  which  live  here  together,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Amarefkoghin,  are  ufually  employed  in  fl:ip-building,  and 
fome  little  traffic.  Three  fhips  have  been  lately  built  here ;  and  other 
ten  belong,  alfo,  to  this  fmall  town.  But,  almoft  all  the  veflels  built  in 
thefe  creeks,  are  the  property  of  merchants  w^ho  refide  in  the  more  con- 
Uderable  neighbouring  towns.  Moft  of  the  houfes  of  this  fmall  place, 
ftand  on  the  fhore  of  the  bay  of  Cafco.  This  bay,  of  which  one  arm  is 
of  great  extent,  advances,  here,  thirty  miles  inland.  Ships  built  in  Brunf- 
wick, or  belonging  to  it,  take  in  their  ladings  at  Brick  Iflands,  ten  miles 
farther  down  the  bay.  The  bay  of  Cafco  again  attracts  the  traveller's 
notice  near  Trueport,  a  neighbouring  townfhip,  in  which  the  fliip-build- 
ing  bufmefs  is  not  carried  on  to  greater  extent  than  here,  and  of  which 
the  land  is  as  dry  and  fandy  as  that  of  Brunfwick,  in  thofe  places  where 
the  two  townfliips  are  conterminous,  but  becomes  better  at  a  diftance 
from  that  border. 

3N  .         NORTH 
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NORTH  YARMOUTH. 

North  Yarmouth  has  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  town.  A  number  of 
houfes,  and  of  labourers  of  all  forts,  are  here  affembled  upon  one  fpot.  It 
lies  on  a  fmall  creek  of  the  bay  of  Cafco,  where  it  receives  the  waters  of 
Royal  River ;  a  ftream  of  which  the  courfe  is  only  fifty-eight  miles  from 
its  head  to  the  fea,  and  which  is  navigable  only  by  fmall  boats.  This 
little  fpot  of  earth  is  the  fcene  of  a  great  deal  of  bufmefs.  Three  Ihips, 
of  which  one  was  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  were  lately  built 
here ;  not  to  reckon  two  others,  which  were  begun  in  the  prefent  year, 
and  are  already  in  the  water.  Here  are  mills  of  different  kinds.  The  land 
is  fomewhat  better  cultivated,  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  fea  is  too  far 
diftant,  to  draw  the  people  away  from  agriculture,  to  the  fifliery.  The 
houfes  are  of  better  ftrufture  than  elfewhere,  in  that  part  of  this  diftri6t, 
through  which  the  highway  leads.  Potafhes  are  now  becoming  an  ar- 
ticle of  trade.  Some  few  merchants  have  their  dwellings  in  North  Yar- 
mouth. Three  or  four  agree  to  build  a  fhip  jointly,  and  trade  with  it : 
the  captain  adds  his  lliare  :  a  cargo  is  fhipped  on  board  it,  for  the  com- 
mon account  of  the  company :  a  voyage  is  tlien  made,  perhaps  to  the 
Antilles,  or  to  Europe  :  and  by  the  return  of  the  veflel,  a  foreign  cargo  is 
imported  to  Boflon.  It  is  not,  however,  common  for  fliips  to  fail  for 
Europe,  or  the  Antilles,  from  this  port.  For  the  moft  part,  thefe  vef- 
fels  are  employed  in  carrying  wood  to  Bofton  or  New  York  ;  though  the 
price  of  wood  be  higher  here  than  in  the  places  before  mentioned,  and 
amount  even  to  ten  or  twelve  Ihillings  a  cord.  The  fettlements  extend 
about  feventy  miles  backward  from  North  Yarmouth,  into  the  interior 
country. 

PORTLAND. 

I  came,  on  Sunday,  to  Portland  ;   and  was  furprifcd  to  find  the  inns  fo 

decent  and  well  kept,  in  a  part  of  the  country   fo  remote,  and  fo  rarely 

vifited  by  travellers.     The  inn  at  North  Yarmouth  is  fmall,   yet  good; 

and  few  hoftefTes  in  France,  are  fo  attentive   as  Mrs.  Cota.     BcLween 

♦  North 


-/ 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOUllT.  459 

North  Yarmouth  and  Portland,  the  land  is  moderately  fertile,  and  at  the 
lame  time  confiderably  populous.  The  many  fmall  wooden  houfes  to 
be  feen,  being  conftruded,  in  no  very  ftrong  nor  elegant  manner,  of  logs 
or  deals,  do  not  indicate,  by  their  exterior  appearance,  either  wealth  or 
cleanlinefs.  An  European  traveller  is,  therefore,  not  a  little  furprifed  to 
fee  a  number  of  elegant  women  come  out  of  thefe  huts,  all  wearing 
falhionable  hats  and  head-drefles  with  feathers,  handfome  cloaks,  and 
the  reft  of  their  drefs  fuitable  to  this.  Such  is  the  fhow  which  thefe  fe- 
males make,  every  Sunday  morning,  when  the  weather  is  fufficiently  fair 
to  encourage  them  to  go  to  church.  The  men  go  equally  fine.  But 
thofe  females  who  are  prevented  from  going  abroad  in  the  morning, 
by  their  cookery,  the  wafhing  of  their  kitchen-dilhes,  the  milking  of  the 
cows,  or  the  feeding  of  the  fwine,  attend  the  church  only  in  the  after- 
noon, and  come  lefs  folicitoufly  dreiied  out  in  their  finery.  They  are 
almoft  all  tall  and  good-looking;  fome  of  them,  are  even  very  hand- 
fome. 

Portland  is  feated  on  a  peninfula,  which  juts  out  into  the  bay.  To 
reach  it  by  the  way  of  that  ifthmus  which  conneds  the  peninfula  with 
the  land,  you  are  obliged,  in  coming  from  North  Yarmouth,  to  go  more 
than  three  miles  about.  But,  a  bridge  is  now  in  building  acrofs  that  arm 
of  the  bay,  which  gives  occafion  for  the  prefent  circuitous  approach  to 
the  town.  The  bridge  is  built  by  fubfcription,  and  is  half  finiflaed. 
When  it  fhall  be  completed,  and  Ihall  be  found  to  have  fufficientftrength 
to  endure  the  ordinary  currents  of  the  tide,  its  periodical  overflowings, 
and  the  winds  which  often  rage  here  with  tremendous  fury  ;  it  will  then 
prove  exceedingly  ufeful.  At  prefent,  I  fhould  doubt,  whether  fufficient 
folidity  can  be  given  to  a  bridge  in  this  fituatlon. 

This  town  of  Portland  may  be  reckoned  handfome.  That  part  of  it 
which  is  called  the  New  Town,  really  confifts  of  houfes  of  a  very  good 
appearance.  The  Old  Town,  which  was  burnt  by  the  Englilh,  in  the 
war  that  ended  in  the  freedom  of  America,  is  compofed  of  mean  houfes, 
the  liabitatlons  of  the  poorer  people.  The  quays  are  few ;  and  under 
thexil,  Ihlps  receiving  or  dlfcharging  their  ladings,   can  lie  with  fafety  : 

3  N  2  adjoining 
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adjoining  arc  fpacious  rtore-houfes  for  the  reception  of  goods.  The  road 
is  good  and  fate.  This  road  makes  a  part  of  Cafco  Bay,  a  branch  of 
which  extends  from  Brunfwick  as  far  as  Portland  ;  and  in  any  part  of 
this  branch,  fhips  of  any  burthen  may  find  good  anchorage.  The  great 
inconvenience  of  this  bay  is,  that  it  is  acceffible  at  fix  or  feven  different 
places,  fo  that,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  fnips  lying  in  it,  could  not  well  efcape 
being  furprifed  by  an  enemy  from  one  entrance  or  another.  That  open- 
ing into  the  bay,  to  which  Portland  is  contiguous,  is  more  than  two  miles 
wide.  Of  confequence,  guns  difcharged  from  the  two  oppofite  iides, 
could  not  projed;  their  Ihots  fo  far,  as  to  make  them  crofs  each  other ; 
and  the  execution  which  could  be  done  from  forts  would  not  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  guard  the  entrance. 

They  are  at  prefent,  conftrudling,  on  the  iite  of  an  old  earthen  breaft- 
work,  a  fortification  which  they  exped  to  command  the  town,  and 
to  render  it,  at  leafl,  fecure  from  the  invafion  of  an  enemy.  This 
new  fortification  ftands  at  the  extreme  point  of  the  peninfula  on  which 
Portland  is  fituate,  and  confifts  of  a  battery  of  fifteen  or  twenty  heavy  can- 
non of  large  calibre,  commanding  that  wide  entrance  of  the  bay  which 
was  above  mentioned.  This  battery  is  to  have,  by  means  of  a  covered 
way,  a  communication  with  a  fmall  fort  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five 
hundred  toifes,  which  it  has  alfo  been  thought  necefTary  to  eredl  on 
the  highell:  part  of  this  iflhmus.  The  fort  is  fufficlent  to  hold  two 
hundred  men.  If  Portland  were  a  place  of  greater  ftrength,  inaccefTiblc 
without  very  confiderable  difficulty,  and  if  there  were  a  ftrong  garrifon 
always  ready  for  its  defence ;  this  fortrcfs,  or  a  more  confiderable  citadel, 
in  its  fituation,  and  communicating  with  the  town,  might  then  be  of 
great  importance.  But,  fince  the  natural  fituation  of  the  town  is  fo  little 
capable  of  defence,  works  like  thefe  can  never  become  ferviceable  in 
any  due  proportion  to  the  trouble  and  expence.  Portland  is,  how- 
ever, a  place  v^hich  an  enemy  can  never  have  an  intcrefl  to  keep  pofTef- 
fion  of.  If  felzcd  by  an  enemy,  it  would  onFy  be  fet  on  fire,  and  then 
abandoned.  Two  or  three  fliips  crews  would  be  equal  to  the  cnterprife. 
When  the  garrifon  are  unable  to  maintain  the   batteries,  they  mufl  then 
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retire  into  the  fort ;  and  there,  what  more  can  they  do,  except  procure 
for  themfelves  the  honours  of  a  capitulation  ?  I  cannot,  therefore,  fee 
any  ufe  in  thefe  fortifications.  In  17 70,  an  Enghlli  frigate  burnt  three- 
fourths  of  Falmouth,  of  which  Portland  was  a  part.  In  1786,  the  ftate 
of  Maffachufetts  united  the  other  remaining  parts  of  Falmouth  with 
Portland,  giving  to  the  whole  the  common  name  of  Portland. 

The  trade  of  Portland  is  carried  on  in  feventy  fhips  of  various  bur- 
then, all  belonging  to  the  town.  Many  of  them  fail  to  Europe,  though 
oftener  to  the  Antilles.  About  twenty  are  engaged  in  the  fifhery  of  cod, 
which  are  taken  among  the  iflands  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  The 
merchants  in  Portland  are  numerous  ;  but  none  among  them  poffefs 
great  capitals.  As  Portland,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  are  not  equal  to 
the  confumption  of  the  cargoes  which  the  fhips  import  in  return  for 
the  exports ;  thefe  are  generally  carried  to  Bofton,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal mart  for  foreign  commodities.  The  want  of  money  occafions  a 
greater  proportion  of  them  to  be  fent  to  the  capital,  than  is  for  the 
advantage  of  this  place  :  and  hence,  while  the  ftore-houfes  of  Portland 
are  negledled,  the  goods,  which  might  be  here  bought  and  fold  at  a  more; 
reafonable  rate,  are  bought  by  the  people  of  this  neighbourhood,  at  an 
exorbitant  price,  in  Bofton. 

In  1 785,  the  tonnage  of  the  united  townlhips  of  Falmouth  and  Portland 
amounted  to  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-one  tons  in  the  foreign 
trade  ;  fixteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight  in  the  fifhery  and  the  coafting- 
trade  ;  in  all,  fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-nine  tons.  In  Oftober 
1795,  the  tonnage  of  the  fhips,  regiftered  for  that  year,  was  eight  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  eight  tons  in  the  foreign  trade,  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  ninety  in  the  coafling-trade  and  fifliery  j  in  all,  thirteen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- eight  tons.  The  value  of  the  ex- 
ports from  Portland,  was,  in  1791,  feventy-four  thouland  eight  hun- 
dred and  four  dollars;  in  1792,  one  hundred  and  five  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars ;  1  793,  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  thou- 
fand nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  ;  1 794,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
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tlioufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  ;    1795,  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

There  is,  as  yet  no  regular  market  for  provifions  in  Portland.  This 
fmall,  though  handfome,  town  confifts  of  about  three  hundred  houfes, 
which  may  contain  two  thoufand  three  hundred  fouls.  The  Prelhyte- 
rlans  have  fliere  two  churches ;  the  Epifcopalians  one.  Schools  have 
alfo  been  eflabllflied  here,  which  are  faid  to  be  pretty  good.  Lots  of 
ground,. for  building  in  the  town,  are  at  a  price  which  may  be  reckoned 
high  ;  and  land,  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  cofts  twenty  dollars  an  acre. 
Portland  is  the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  which  con- 
tains about  twenty -four  thoufand  Inhabitants. 

BIDDEFORD.— MR.  THATCHER. 

The  nearer  you  approach  to  Boffcon,  fo  much  the  more  does  the  whole 
.  country  appear  to  affume  an  air  of  bufinefs  and  induflry.  Not  a  creek 
but  flilps  are  in  building,  in  it ;  not  a  river's  mouth  fo  fmall,  but  mer- 
chant companies  are  there  in  poffeffion  of  fhips,  which  they  either  hire 
out  or  lade  on  their  own  account :  No  fituatlon  where  a  mill  could 
{land,  on  which  there  has  not  been  a  mill  ereAed.  Falmouth,  Pepper- 
borough,  Saga,  BIddeford,  Kennebeck,  Berwick,  carry  on  a  trade  far  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  fmall  towns  through  which  I  had  palTed  on  my  way 
hither.  The  land  k,  however,  neglefted ;  but  the  foil  is  worft  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  fea. 

In  Portland  I  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Davres,  a  young  lawyer, 
whom,  as  well  as  Mr.  Lee,  I  had  feen  at  the  houfe  of  General  Knox, 
by  whom  he  is  much  efleemed,  on  account  of  his  agreeable  man- 
ners, integrity,  and  fkill  in  his  profeffion.  At  Biddeford,  I  flopped  to 
dine  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Thatcher,  another  lawyer,  whom  I  had 
feen  at  the  court-houfe  in  Penobfcot.  Mr.  Thatcher  is,  likewifc,  a 
member  of  the  Congrefs.  He  lives  at  the  diflance  of  two  miles  from  the 
town,  in  a  fmall  and  mean  houfe,  which  would  be  difdained  by  the  pet- 
ticft  avocat  in  all  France.     Oppofite  to  his  houfe,  on  the  other  fide  of 
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the  highway,  is  another  hut,  not  more  than  twelve  feet  fquare,  very 
nightly  conftruded  of  boards,  carelefsly  fixed  at  the  foundation,  and  hang- 
ings over  a  declivity  of  the  road,  which  is  his  confiiltation-room,  his  cham- 
ber for  bufinefs,  and  his  library.  He  has  about  two  thoufand  volumes, 
books  of  law,  hiftory,  morality,  and  general  literature.  He  adds  to  it  all 
new  American  publications,  and  procures  from  England  every  other  new 
work,  which  he  underftands  to  be  valuable,  and  cannot  find  in  America. 
He  reads  a  great  deal,  and  is  a  man  of  extenfive  knowledge.  There  is  a 
pleafmg  caft  of  originality  in  his  converfation  and  in  his  whole  be- 
haviour :  But  his  notions  are  excentric,  and  often  falfe.  He  is  fmgular  in 
his  exterior  appearance,  ftiff  and  fantaftic  in  his  principles,  but  liberal- 
minded,  hofpitable,  courteous,  and  kind.  He  cultivates  a  fmall  piece  of 
land,  and  lives  with  his  numerous  family  in  a  hut  in  which  they  have 
fcarce,  all,  room  to  breathe.  His  doors  are  never  fhut ;  even  his  ftudy  is 
always  open  ;  yet  nothing  is  ever  ftolen  from  him.  Thefe  fimple,  unfu- 
fpicious  manners,  have  procured  him  the  efleem  of  his  neighbours,  as  be- 
ing an  honeft  lawyer.  He  is,  in  political  principles,  a  federalift,  but  un- 
connedled  with  the  intrigues  of  that  party;  and,  in  the  Congrefs,  he  en- 
deavours always  to  give  his  vote  to  rectitude,  not  to  party.  He  is  not  rich  : 
yet  has  more  than  would  be  fufficient  to  make  him  live  more  elegantly 
than  he  does  at  prefent,  if  his  humour  would  permit.  His  land  is  fertile. 
It  has  been  two  years  in  cultivation.  He  gives  it  no  manure  ;  yet  it  yields, 
an  acre,  fifty  bufhels  of  maize,  or  forty  bufhels  of  barley,  and  two  hundred 
bufliels  of  potatoes.  The  meadows,  which  are  not  in  a  very  good  ftate 
of  prefervation  and  culture,  yield,,  from  each,  fix  thoufand  pounds  of  hay. 
His  ploughs  and  harrows  are  of  the  fame  indifferent  make  as  thofe 
throughout  the  reft  of  the  country.  Mr.  Thatcher  complains,  that  little 
progrefs  is  made  in  the  inftitution  of  good  fchools  in  this  country.  When 
thefe  fliall  be  fufficiently  numerous,  he  expedls  that  every  improvement 
will  advance  with  aftonifliing  rapidity. 

Biddeford  belongs  to  the  fame  commercial  diftriA  with  Pepperborouo-h. 
The  value  of  the  exports  was,  in  the  year  1  7yi,  twenty-fix  thoufand  {ix 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ;  in  1 792,  thirty-feven  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred 


40-1  TKAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 

dred  and  forty-fix  dollars ;  in  1  793,  thirty-nine  thoufand  and  fourteen 
dollars  ;  in  1  "94,  fifty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  ;  in 
1  705,  forty-feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars. 

The  River  Saga,  on  which  Blddeford  lies,  is  navigable  above  the  bridge, 
but  has  in  its  courfe  many  rapid  falls,  by  which  a  number  of  mills  are 
wrought,  and  which,  prefent  a  diverfity  of  piclurefque  and  interefting 
views  to  the  traveller.  The  way  leads  acrofs  fome  rivers,  which,  till  we 
reach  Berwick,  are  not  very  interefting.  At  Berwick,  the  River  Salmons- 
fall  is  of  confiderable  breadth ;  and  its  channel  is  rendered  much  broader 
and  deeper  by  the  influx  of  the  tide. 

BERWICK. 

1  arrived  in  this  diflrift,  which  is  very  extenfive,  on  Tuefday.  That 
part  in  which  (to  adopt  the  language  of  the  country)  bufmefs  is  carried 
on,  in  other  words,  through  whicli  the  river  runs,  lies  feven  miles  from 
the  place  where  I  took  up  my  abode,  and  yet  thefe  are  not  the  two  re- 
moteft  points.  The  town  confifts  of  about  forty  houfes,  which  adjoin 
to  one  another ;  a  great  number  of  detached  houfes  fkirt  the  road  fide, 
which  I  am  told  is  the  cafe  throughout  the  whole  diftrid:.  The  coun- 
try, as  far  as  I  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  it,  appears  to  be  in  a  better 
flate  than  that  through  which  1  pafled  before,  although  the  foil  is  very 
Ihallow  and  ftony.  The  cultivation  of  maize,  with  that  of  gourds  in  the 
intermediate  fpace,  conftitutc  the  chief  objects  of  agriculture.  Rye  and 
wheat  are  raifcd  in  the  more  diftant  parts.  Mr.  Roger,  a  Quaker, 
keeps  a  very  excellent  inn  at  Berwick.  The  guefts  who  frequent  his 
houfe  are  not  promifcuoully  mixed  together ;  each  different  company  has 
its  feparate  fitting,  eating,  and  lleeping  rooms ;  every  thing  bears  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  utmoft  cleanlinefs,  care,  and  attention  ;  the  fervants  are 
numerous,  and  are  employed  both  upon  the  extenfive  farm  and  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  inn;  the  landlord  and  his  wife  are  perfons  of  good  fcnfe,  and 
very  obliging  in  their  manners  ;  in  Ihort,  this  inn  was  a  kind  ot  pha;no- 
mcnon  of  which  I  never  yet  faw  the  counterpart.  Mr.  Roger  does  not 
eat  at  the  fame  table  with  his  fervants,  and  his  wife  never  goes  into  the 
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Icitchen,  except  to  give  ln{lru<5lions,  without,  however,  doing  any  part  of 
the  work  herfclf.  They  both  preferve  a  proper  authority  over  their  fer- 
vants,  and  thefe  entertain  a  degree  of  refpe<5l  for  th-cm,  of  which  I  never 
met  with  a  parallel  inflance  fince  I  left  Europe. 

The  county  of  York,  in  which  Berwick  lies,  contains  no  more  than 
four  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  yet  is  confidered,  in  proportion  to  its  fize, 
as  the  moft  populous,  being  the  fmalleft  in  the  whole  province  of  Maine. 
Berwick  is  the  laft  townfhip  in  it.  The  entire  tradl  of  country  from 
Portland  is  in  the  moft  fiouriflaing  ftate,  and  yet  the  foil,  in  the  general 
opinion,  is  not  accounted  fo  good  as  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Penobfcot, 
But  then  this  diftrift  has  been  longer  cultivated  and  inhabited  than  any 
other  part  of  the  province. 

If,  unhappily,  the  troubles,  which  there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to 
dread,  do  not  retard  the  progrefs  of  cultivation  in  this  country,  its  im- 
provement will  be  rapid  and  very  great.  The  more  I  refledl  upon  this 
fubje(ft,  I  am  convinced  of  the  importance  to  the  profperity  of  this  par- 
ticular colony,  that  perfbns  of  opulence,  and  thofe  who  pofTefs  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  agriculture  fhould  fettle  in  it.  A  country  fb  wretch- 
edly and  miierably  cultivated,  and  the  climate  of  which  renders  it 
necefl'ar}^  to  houfe  cattle  in  ftalls  fix  months  in  the  year,  ftands  in  need 
of  ^ery  great  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  colonift,  and  ought, 
by  cultivation,  to  be  made  produdlive  enough  to  yield  the  fupply  of  fo- 
rage for  the  winter,  which  is  neceffary  to  a  numerous  breed  of  cattle. 
The  foil,  therefore,  muft  be  well  prepared,  the  labour  maturely  digefted, 
and  the  planters  muft  poflefs  an  adequate  capital  to  carry  their  plans  into 
execution.  It  is  by  thefe  means  alone  that  the  difadvantage  of  the  cli- 
mate can  be  obviated  ;  for  climate  alone  is  never  the  caufc  of  great  injury 
-to  the  farmers  ;  and  thofe  of  the  fettlers  who  now  poflefs  little  knowledge 
of  agriculture,  would  profit  from  the  example  of  the  more  experienced, 
xind  opulent. 

GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 
Previoufly  to  taking  my  laft  farewxill  of  Maine,  I  fhall  offer  a  few  re- 
marks on  its  hiftory,  and  its  prefent  llate. 

Some  attempts  to  fettle  a  colony  in  this  place,  in  the  vicinity  of  New- 
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caftle,  were  made  by  the  Dutch  in  lG25,  and  even  at  the  early  period  of 
lOo;,  but  without  efFeft.     In  l635,  a  Spaniard,  of  the  name  of  Feudi- 
NAND  Georges,  was  prefented,  by  the  Council  of  the  Plymouth  Society, 
with  a  large  traft  of  country  between  the  Rivers  Pucataqua  and  Kenne- 
bec.    This  was  fliortly  after  augmented   by  the   Engliih  Government, 
which  extended  the  limits  of  Georges's  jurifdl^lion  to  a  greater  compafs 
than  it  had  hitherto  done  in  the  cafe  of  any  Individual.     Georges  formed 
a  kind  of  democratical  government,  which  continued  till  his  death,  when 
this  colony  voluntarily  fubmitted  itfelf  to  the  dominion  of  Maflachufetts- 
In  1 69 1 ,  under  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the  whole  of  this  dif- 
trid:  to  Nova  Scotia  w^as  incorporated  with  Mailachufctts  ;   the   terri- 
tories, which  were  then  comprifed  under  the  names  of  Maine  and  Saga- 
dahock,  did  not  extend  to  a  greater  diftance  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  fea.     The  more  remote  parts  were  referved  to  the  crown. 
The  American  revolution  has  annexed  the  whole  to  the  Maffachufetts. 
From  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  deliver  in  a  ftatement  of 
the  fale  of  lands  fmce  the  revolution,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which  fllll  re- 
Tnain  to  be  difpofed  of,  it  appears,  that  feven  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  acres  have  been  already  fold  ;  that  one  million,  which  have  been 
allotted,  ftill  remain  to  be  purchafed ;  and  that,  on  an  average,  there  are 
feven  millions  of  acres  which  have  not  been  meafured,  exclufively  of  a 
number  of  iflands.     Befides  thefe  lands,  which  are  the  property  of  the 
State,  upwards  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand  acres  have  been 
given  to  the  fchools  and  public  inftitutions. 

The  population  of  the  province  of  Maine  is  computed  to  exceed,  at 
prefent,  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  According  to  Morfe,  this 
province  contains  forty  thoufand  fquare  miles,  or  twenty-four  millions 
fix  hundred  thoufand  acres,  which  gives  but  a  a  ery  fmall  population  of 
not  more  than  two  and  a  half  inhabitants  to  each  fquare  mile  ;  in  all  pro- 
bability the  great  quantity  of  land,  which  is  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the 
fpeculators  in  the  town,  is  a  great  drawback  upon  the  Incrcafe  of  popula- 
tion. The  beft  part  of  the  province  lies  between  the  rivers  Kennebec 
and  Penobfcot,  particularly  in  the  diftrift  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  the  fea, 

NEW 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— DOVER. 

On  leaving  the  province  of  Maine,  the  traveller  pafles  tl^rough  Dover 
into  New  Hampfliirc.  The  greater  part  of  the  houfes  in  this  very  popu- 
lous diftrift,  are  fituated  on  the  River  Cocheco,  which  empties  itfelf  a 
little  below  the  town  into  the  Pifcataqua.  Dover  borders  on  a  fmall 
ridge  of  mountains,  extending  between  the  Pifcataqua  and  the  Biver 
Back,  which  command  a  profpe6fc  of  a  great  number  of  rivers,  bays,  cul- 
tivated and  inhabited  promontories,  terminating  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  in  the  mountains  of  Nevv^  Hampfliire.  This  profpe6l  is  beautiful 
and  grand  ;  a  fort  eredied  on  this  fpot  would  very  advantageoufly  pro- 
tect the  entrance  into  the  country.  It  is  currently  afferted,  that  the  ori- 
ginal inhabitants,  who  came  hither  in  l630,  cflabliflied  themfelves  on 
this  eminence ;  but  that  commercial  convenience  induced  them  gradu- 
ally to  prefer  their  prefent  refidencc  at  Dover  to  this  charming  fpot. 
Dover  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  which  co^tains  twenty- 
four  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  D-over  is  reckoned  to  hold  two  thoufand. 
There  are  two  roads  from  Dover  to  Portfmouth ;  the  one  five  miles 
Ihortcr  than  the  other,  and  bordering  on  the  fea-coaft.  Thofe  who  tra- 
vel this  way  crofs  the  river  in  a  ferry-boat.  The  other  road  runs  further 
Up  into  the  country,  and  pafles  over  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Pifcataqua,  which 
was  completed  only  laft  year,  and  is,  beyond  difpute,  the  finefl:  in  all 
America. 

This  bridge  is  built  of  wood,  in  the  form  of  an  angle,  the  two  fides 
meeting  together  on  an  ifland  in  the  centre,  and  it  is  two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  feet  in  length.  Notwithftanding  its  extent, 
it  has  nothing  remarkable,  excepting  this  great  length,  and  a  width  of 
five  hundred  feet.  It  refts  upon  piles,  but  one  part  of  it,  near  the  iiland 
in  the  centre,  has  an  arch  two  hundred  and  forty- four  feet  nine  Inches  in 
width,  the  pillars  of  which  on  the  fides  do  not  ftand  on  the  ground,  but 
are  fupported  entirely  by  a  fcalFolding  of  wood.  This  arch,  w^hlch  gains 
great  ftrength  and  flability  from  its  pillars  and  fupports,  rifes  at  its  high- 
efl  point  one  hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  fifty  feet  above 
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the  ordinary  water-mark.  The  bridge,  befides  the  balluftrade  on  eack 
fide,  which  enclofe  as  well  this  as  the  other  parts  of  it,  is  interfered  in 
the  middle  by  pallifadoes,  which  run  parallel  with  the  balluftrade,  and 
add  confiderably  to  the  ftrength  of  the  arch,  wdiich  rifcb  ten  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  bridge,  and  of  courfe  renders  the  declivity  on  each  fide 
pretty  ffceep.  The  bridge  is  unqueftionably  fine,  but  even  the  little 
architeftural  knowledge  which  I  poffefs  convinces  me,  that  the  engineers 
in  France  would  be  able  to  improve  upon  and  beautify  it,  without  any 
detriment  to  its  flabllity.  The  reafon  for  conftrufting  this  high  arch  is, 
to  give  the  fmall  veflels,  v/hich  are  built  on.  the  river,  or  which  navigate 
it,  the  means  of  failing  through  it,  for  which  purpofe  it  opens  likewifc 
in  two  other  places. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Portfmouth  is  fituated  about  five  miles  from  this  bridge,  in  a  kind  of 
bay,  formed  by  the  Pifcataqua  before  it  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  ocean. 
On  the  arms  of  the  bay,  or  on  the  rivers  which  tall  into  it,  lie  Dover, 
Exeter,  and  Derham,  little  towns  in  New  Hampfliire,  in  which  a  few 
ihips  are  built,  and  fome  trade  carried  on.  Portfmouth  is,  however,  the 
only  harbour  in  New  Hampfhire  ;  this  province,  on  the  fide  of  the  fea,  has 
not  a  greater  extent  than  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles.  The  harbour  is 
remarkable  for  its  fafe  anchorage,  and  its  great  depth  of  water.  The 
nature  of  its  entrance,  which  makes  it  neceflary  for  all  veflels  to  iliil  into 
it  through  a  very  narrow  channel,  renders  its  defence  very  cafy. 

The  commerce  of  Portfmouth  has  experienced  very  little  increafe  fince 
the  American  revolution  ;  on  the  contrary  it  has  vifibly  fallen  off  with- 
in thefe  laft  five  or  fix  years.  The  very  confiderable  number  of  fliips  it 
formerly  pofl!efl!ed  have  been  fold  to  other  ports,  and  more  than  half  of 
thofe,  which  are  armually  built  here,  have  the  fame  dcftination*.  The 
trade  in  fliips  confl;itutes  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  the  commerce 

*  For  a  more  circumftantial  account  of  the  trade,  the  tonnage  and  exports  from  Portf- 
raoiith,  the  reader  is  referred  to  tlie  Diary  of  the  Journey  of  liyG. 
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of  Portfmouth,  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged  to  excel  in  the  art  of 
fhip-building.  Prior  to  the  American  war,  many  veiTels  were  built  here 
for  England.  Independently  of  the  demand  from  the  latter  quarter  being 
Hopped,  wood  is  now  become  much  fcarcer  and  dearer  in  Portfmouth, 
and  the  price  of  lliipping  is  of  courfe  confiderably  advanced.  "Wood  fetches 
now  twenty  dollars  per  ton.  from  the  timber  merchants,  and  fifty-five 
dollars  per  ton  when  worked  up  into  vefTels. 

Notwithllanding,  however,  this  iiicontrovertible  decreafe  of  the  trade 
of  Portfmouth,  the  value  of  ground  in  the  town  is  moft  extravagantly 
high.  A  lot  of  ground,  forty  feet  in  breadth,  and  eighty-four  in  depth 
(with  a  fmall  quay),  was  lately  fold  for  the  fiim  of  feventeen  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven  dollars.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  land 
fetches,  according  to  the  nature,  of  the  foil,  from  thirty-three  to  ninety 
dollars  per  acre.  The  circ\imjacent  country  of  Portfmouth  is  very  fine ; 
the  eflatcs  well  parcelled  out  into  meadows,  although  the  land,  which 
is  the  moft  appropriated  to  this  ufc,  is  often  encumbered  with  large 
rocks.  In  the  remote  parts,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  diftricls> 
are  faid  to  be  very  populous,  land  fetches  from  two  to  three  dollars  per 
acre,  and  I  am  told  it  is  very  excellent.  An  inhabitant  of  Portfmouth, 
whofe  eftate  lies  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  that  town, 
afiured  mc,  that  it  produced,  the  firft  year  of  its  being  cultivated,  forty, 
and  the  fucceeding  year  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre.  But  as  this 
perfon  has  a  large  quantity  of  land  to  difpofe  of,  it  may  perhaps  be  no 
more  than  prudent  to  receive  his  aflertions  with  caution.  Wheat  cofts, 
in  this  diftant  country,  from  five  to  fix  ihillings  per  bufhel.  In  Hamp- 
Ihire,  as  well  as  in  Ncv/  England,  the  dollar  is  valued  at  fix  fliillings. 

The  common  pay  of  labourers  in  New  Hampfliire  is  from  fix  to  eight 
dollars  a  week,  and  they  are  procured  without  much  difficulty.  The 
price  of  cattle  is  the  fame  as  in  that  part  of  the  province  of  Maine,  which 
borders  on  this  country.  Provifions  are  very  plentiful  in  Portfmouth,  and 
are  fold  in  a  market,  which  is  extremely  well  furnifhed.  Fire- wood  fells 
from  five  to  fix  dollars  per  cord. 

In  the  province  only  one  paper  is  publifhed  twice  a  week,  and  that  in 

Portland. 
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Portland.  It  has  a  pretty  extcnfivc  lale,  and  is  read  with  avidity.  In  New 
Ilampfliire  a  great  variety  of  newfpapers  are  printed.  Portfmouth  has 
three,  Dover  two,  and  Dartmouth,  on  the  river  Connecticut,  where  the 
college  is  ellabliflied,  has  one. 

In  Portfmouth  every  man  is  a  politician,  and  a  very  warm  one  too.  The 
majority  are  evidently  averfe  to  the  treaty  with  England.  The  adAOcatcs 
for  that  meafure,  afcribc  this  hoftile  fpirit  to  Mr.  Langdon,  one  of  the 
tenfenators,  who  voted  againil  its  ratification.  I  cannot  take  upon  myfclf 
to  determine  the  extent  of  this  gentleman's  influence,  and  whether  he  has 
any  control  in  this  refpeft  over  the  public  opinion,  as  to  his  political  tranf- 
aftions  ;  but  it  is  very  natural  to  conclude,  that  the  number  of  arguments, 
which  have  been  advanced  againft  it,  muft  have  made  a  flrong  impreffion 
uponthofe,  who  have  no  intereft  in  the  meafure.  The  people  of  America 
are,  in  this  point,  exactly  in  the  fame  predicament  as  the  inhabitants  of 
France  fince  the  revolution,  and  as  the  Englifli  are,  fince  they  have  be- 
come apprehenfive  of  its  confequenccs.  They  confider  each  other,  when- 
ever they  difagree  in  politics,  as  jacobins,  or  rafcals  ;  or  as  ariftocrats,  or 
rafcals.  Thofe  who  do  not  admire  the  treaty  with  England  are  looked 
upon  by  the  one  party  as  gu'illotinijis,  whilft  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty, 
on  the  other  hand,  decry  every  man  as  an  encfny  of  public  liberty,  and  as 
a  penfioner  to  England,  w'ho  does  not  execrate  the  meafure,  and  vote  for 
the  hanging  of  Jay,  who  concluded  it.  This  violence  of  opinion,  thefe 
political  extremes,  are  to  be  met  with  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  in  all 
cities.  The  country  people,  of  all  ranks,  are  very  quiet,  and  wifli  for 
peace,  and  the  due  obfervance  of  the  laws  and  good  order  for  the  fcctirity 
of  their  harvefts.  The  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  do  not  bcftow  a 
moment's  thought  upon  the  treaty,  ;  and  even  among  thofe  w  ho  do  take 
it  into  confideration,  there  are  many,  who,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
.avow  "  their  diflike  to  the  meafure ;  that  they  place  no  confidence  in 
"  the  Englifli,"  &c.  never  fail  to  add — "  but  if  we  had  not  ratified  the 
•"  faid  treaty,  we  muft,  by  all  accounts,  have  been  plunged  into  a  war  with 
"  England,  and,  therefore,  it  is  well  the  treaty  took  place."  Still  oftencr 
do  we  hear :  "  Our  aged  father,  the  Prcfldcnt,  undcrflands  this  matter 

"  inuch 
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^^  much  better  than  ourfclves ;  we  will,  therefore,"  leave  it  entirely  to 
*'  his  management ;  he  will  not  fufFer  himfclf  to  be  impofed  upon."  It 
muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  charafter  of  the  Prefident,. 
which  till  very  lately  has  never  been  attacked,  is  at  prefent  fubje6t  tO: 
much  animadversion. 

MR.  LANGDON. 

T  pafTed  two  days  with  this  fenator,  who  warmly  oppofed  the  treaty 
with  England.  He  gave  me  an  invitation,  whilft  I  was  in  Philadelphia. 
He  is  a  man  of  the  firft  importance  in  Portfmouth.  He  was  originally 
mate  of  a  merchant  Ihip,  afterwards  captain,  and  then  merchant.  He 
has  acquired  a  very  large  fortune,  in  addition  to  his  paternal  inheritances. 
He  is  allowed  to  poffefs  great  knowledge  of  fliip-bailding,  in  which  he  has 
ipcculated  deeply.  It  was  he  who  built  the  fhip,  which  tlic  United  States 
of  America  prefcnted  to  France.  At  prefent, he  has  bade  a  farewel  to 
trade,  and  invefted  all  his  property  in  land.  During  the  revolution,  he 
w^as  a  friend  to  Hamilton,  Jay,  and  Madifon  ;  and  in  the  debates,  which 
took  place  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  new  conftitution,  he  went  over,  on 
the  feparation  of  the  two  parties,  to  the  oppofition.  Be  his  political 
charaiSej,  however,  what  it  may,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  difplay  a 
greater  attachment  to  his  country,  or  better  principles.  He  is  extremely 
friendly,  affable,  and  unaffeftcd,  and  received  me  in  the  kindefi;  manner,, 
as  a  flranger  ought  to  be  received,  without  unneceffary  form  and  cere- 
mony. He  is  reputed  to  be  very  rich,  and  his  Itile  of  living  proves  it.. 
He  has  been  married  twenty  years,  and  his  lady  appears  ftill  as  beautiful 
and  fprightly,  as  if  Ihe  were  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  His  daughter, 
Mifs  Eliza,  is  uncommonly  amiable  and  pleafmg. 

General  Knox  had  given  me  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr. 
ScHEEF,  a  merchant  in  the  town.  The  known  difference  of  their  po- 
litical opinions  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Langdon  from  introducing  me  to 
that  gentleman,  with  whom  he  afterwards  breakfafled  in  my  company. 
Mr.  Scheef  carries  on  moire  bufmefs  than  almoft  any  merchant  in  Portf- 
mouth ;  he  was  fo  deeply  engaged,  that  I  could  only  have  his  company 
for  a  few  minutes. 

There- 
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There  are  a  number  of  churches  in  Portfmouth,  and,  among  the  reft, 
a  Quaker's  meeting.  Very  tew  members  of  this  fe6t  refidc  in  the  town  ; 
they  are  almoft  all  farmers  in  the  circumjacent  country,  and,  Hkc  all 
Quakers  and  farmers,  honeft,  fimple,  and  well  behaved. 

The  continued  rain  occafioned  my  remaining  in  Portfmouth  a  day 
longer  than  I  originally  intended.  Hamptonfall,  where  I  paflcd  the  night, 
belongs  to  the  province  of  New  Hampfliire,  and  conllitutes  the  boun- 
daries. Mr.  Wells  keeps  an  inn  in  this  place,  which  ilands  in  high  re- 
pute for  neatnefs. 

NEWBURY  PORT. 

IBefore  you  arrive  at  Ne"wbury  Port,  you  have  to  crofs  the  riAcr  Mer- 
rimack, by  means  of  abridge,  which,  prior  to  the  building  of  that  thrown 
over  the  Pifcataqua,  was  confidered  as  the  moft  elegant  in  all  New  Eng- 
land. It  is  at  leaft  ftiorter  by  one-third  than  the  latter,  and  the  arch, 
which  meafures  only  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  width,  is  fupportcd 
by  a  crooked  piece  of  timber,  meafuring  twenty  feet,  which  gives  the 
bridge,  at  firft  fight,  a  heaA"}'  appearance.  Along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
before  you  come  to  this  bridge,  lies  Newbury  Newtown,  a  pretty  exten- 
five  village,  w^here  a  number  of  fliips  are  built,  which  are  afterwards 
equipped,  and  freighted  in  Newbury  Port.  Mr.  Langdon  had  furnilhcd 
me  with  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  his  friend  Jacksox,  from  whom 
I  flattered  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  receiving  fome  information  rclati\c 
,to  the  town  and  its  trade.  But  this  gentleman  being  abfcnt  in  Borton,  I 
was  obliged  to  content  myfelf  with  the  intelligence  I  could  procure  from 
fome  inhabitants,  whom  I  found  in  the  inn.  I  learnt  that  the  trade  o{ 
this  town,  which,  as  well  as  that  of  Portfmouth,  had  decayed  vcr>-  much 
fince  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  was,  for  the  laft  years,  confiderably  on 
the  advance  ;  that  it  was  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  carried  on  at  Portf- 
mouth, and  other  parts  of  Maflachufctts  ;  that  the  quantity  ot  tonnage 
now  employed  by  this  town,  amounted  to  fixtcen  thoufand  tons  ;  that 
the  exports  were  valued,  in  1 79 1 ,  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  one 
"hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars ;  in  1  7Q2,  at  two  hundred  and  fcventy- 

thrcc 


BY  THE  DUKE  BE  LA  EOCHEPOUCAULT  LIANCOUIIT.  iJS 

three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars ;  in  1 703,  at  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy  thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars;  in  1 794,  at  four  hundred 
and  ninety-five  thoufand  four  hundred  and  five  dollars  ;  in  1795,  at  four 
hundred  and  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty -fix  dollars  ;  that  it  has 
very  few  fifhermen  ;  that  the  harbour  and  moorings  are  good,  fafe,  and 
deep,  the  quays  commodious  and  very  extenfive.  The  tov/n  is  almoft  as 
large  as  Portfmouth.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  flioal  of  quickfands  at  the 
entrance  of  the  haven,  which  obftrudls  the  navigation  two  or  three  times 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  To  guard  againft  the  mifchief,  which  other- 
wife  might  befall  veflels,  that  have  made  long  voyages,  two  light-houfes 
have  been  ere6led  on  the  coaft,  one  of  which  is  moveable,  and  capable 
of  being  always  ftationed  behind  the  other,  according  to  the  adlual  fitua- 
tion  of  the  pafs.  By  fleering  their  courfe  dired  againft  that  point,  at 
which  the  fecond  llght-houfe  is  concealed  behind  the  firft,  vefTelsare  en- 
abled to  fail  day  and  night  into  the  harbour,  without  running  the  rifk  of 
driving  on  the  fand  banks. 

Newbury  Port  is  built  on  the  river  Merrimack.  It  has  ten  public 
fchools.  A  fociety  of  inhabitants  of  the  town,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Sea  Company,  have  eftablifhed  a  very  benevolent  inftitution,  confift- 
ing  of  feveral  fmall  houfes  on  Plumb  Ifland,  which  lies  in  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  where  perfons,  who  have  fuffered  fliipwreck,  find  fome  provi- 
fions,  fire- wood,  and  other  articles  of  immediate  neceffity. 

Newbury  Port  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  the  Antilles,  and 
receives  molafi"es  in  return,  which  keeps  from  eight  to  ten  boiling-houfes 
in  employ.  There  are  likewife  fome  breweries  in  the  town,  and  a  very 
large  nail  manufadory,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  fkilfully  con- 
dufted.     Newbury  Port  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  road  from  Portfmouth  to  Bofton  is  one  continued  feries  of  hoiifes, 
Ihop-booths,  fmall  manufadories  and  villages.  It  is  an  uninterrupted 
garden.  The  road  is  in  every  part  better  than  any  I  have  ever  feen  in 
America.  It  would  be  confidered  a  delightful  road,  even  in  the  moft 
beautiful  diftrifts  of  France  and  England. 

3  P  IPSWICH. 
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IPSWICEI. 

Ipfwich,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  villages  on  this  road,  is  Htuatcd 
on  a  river,  to  which  it  gives  name,  and  on  which  fbme  Ihips  are  built. 
This  fmall  harbour  participates  in  the  large  trade  carried  on  with  Mafla- 
chufetts,  but  not  fo  extcnfively  at  prefent,  as  in  former  years. 

Flax  is  pretty  abundantly  cultivated  in  all  diltritls  of  the  province,  and 
feems  to  thrive  well.  But  it  is  faid  to  be  in  greater  abundance  at  a  greater 
dillancc  from  the  coaft,  at  leail  every  where  inorc  fo  than  hemp. 

BEVERLEY. 

Beverley  is  another  fmall  neat  village,  through  which  the  road  pafTes 
to  Bofton.  Its  harbour  lies  on  the  South  River.  It  is  fituated  on  a 
penlnfula  formed  by  that  and  the  North  River.  The  trade  of  this  vil- 
lage is  confined  entirely  to  ftock-fifh,  in  which  branch  forty  veflels  are 
employed.  The  fifli  are  cured  in  the  village  itfelf,  which  renders  it  very 
unpleafant  to  pafs  through.  The  number  of  veflels,  which  fail  from 
this  port  to  Europe  or  the  colonies,  is  not  confiderable.  Salem  engrofles 
almoll  the  whole  trade. 

SALEM.— MR.  GOLDHUE. 

Salem  is  one  of  the  handfomeft  fmall  towns  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
feparated  from  Beverley  only  by  abridge,  fifteen  feet  in  length.  The  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants,  which  increafes  yearly,  amounts  to  ten  thoufand. 
The  town,  in  reference  to  its  trade,  ranks  with  thofe  of  the  fixth  rank 
in  America,  and  with  thofe  of  the  fecond  rank  in  MafTachufetts.  The 
uncommonly  adlive  and  enterprifing  fpirit  of  its  inhabitants  is  the  fole 
reafon  which  can  be  afcribed  for  the  great  extent  and  rapid  progrefs  of 
its  trade.  This  town  has  no  cultivated  land  behind  it  to  fupply  its  ex- 
ports, which  in  America  is  with  juftice  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
cffential  articles  of  commerce.  Its  haven  is  but  fmall,  at  ebb  the  quays 
are  dry,  and  vcfi!els  of  a  larger  fize  muft  even,  at  high  water,  unload  a  part 
of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  be  able  to  reach  thcfe  q\iays.     Yet,  notwith- 

■ftanding 
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landing  thefe  inconveniences,  the  annual  freightage  from  this  port  ex- 
ceeds twenty  thoxifand  tons.  The  veflels  employed  in  this  fervice  fail  to 
all  parts  of  the  globe  ;  twelve  of  them,  for  inftance,  are  engaged  in  the 
Eall  India  trade,  one  of  which  arrived  from  Calcutta  the  day  prior  to  my 
entering  the  town,  after  an  abfence  of  nine  months  and  twelve  days,  of 
which  thirty-two  days  were  paffed  at  Calcutta.  The  number  of  veflels, 
conflituting  the  above  mentioned  rate  of  twenty  thoufand  tons,  amounts 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  hundred  of  which  are  in  the  foreign  trade, 
twenty  are  coafters,  and  thirty  follow  the  employment  of  fiihing.  The 
exports  amounted,  in  1791,  to  fix  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  and  five 
dollars;  in  1792,  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty-feven  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  three  dollars ;  in  1793,  to  eight  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  and 
fixty-fix  dollars ;  in  1 794i  to  one  million  four  hundred  and  fifty-two 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  eleven  dollars;  in  1795,  to  one  million  five 
hundred  and  four  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eleven  dollars.  As  Salem 
and  Beverley  have  only  one  cufi;om-houfe  in  common  for  both  places,  the 
exports  from  the  latter  form  a  proportion  in  this  calculation,  but  it  is  very 
inconfiderablc. 

With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  fortunes  of  nearly  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars,  the  opulence  of  the  merchants  is  not  very  great ; 
but  all  the  inhabitants  find  themfelves  in  a  flourifliing  condition,  which 
is  the  lefs  fubjedl  to  a  reverfe,  as  the  mode  of  living  is  very  frugal,  and  as 
luxury  is  hitherto  little  known  amongft  them.  Hence  all  the  profits  ac- 
quired by  trade,  arc  re-imbarked  in  trade ;  and  this  accumulation  of  in- 
tercfl:  upon  intereft  infures  them  a  large  capital,  by  which  they  are  en- 
abled to:  bear  up  againfi:  any  cafual  lofles.  The  major  part  of  the  fliip- 
ping  from  Salem  is  freighted  from  Virginia  or  South  Carolina.  In  thefe 
provinces  of  America,  the  land  yields  a  greater  abundance  of  produce, 
than  the  veflels  employed  in  their  ports  will  fuffice  to  export.  The  In- 
duftry  of  the  northern  ports,  therefore,  is  here  very  valuable,  the  produce 
being  in  an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  fhipping,  compared  with  the  fouthern 
Hates.  Salem  exports,  however,  annually  from  feven  to  eight  thoufand 
pounds  of  fait  beef,   and  eighteen  thoufand  barrels   of  fifli.     This  latter 
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article  has,  for  fome  years  paft,  been  greatly  on  the  decline,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Salem,  and  the  other  ports,  preferring  the  wholefale  trade  as 
more  lucrative.  The  commodities  imported  from  the  Eafl:  and  Weft 
Indies,  form  likewife  a  branch  of  the  export  trade  of  this  port.  Hemp, 
iron,  Ruffia  leather,  are  employed  in  the  coafting  trade.  Few  foreign 
veffels  put  in  here.  The  inhabitants  of  Salem  fay,  that  their  own  in- 
duftry  leaves  no  room  for  the  fpeculations  of  ftrangers. 

An  European,  who  fancies  that  a  man  cannot  be  qualified  to  adl  as 
captain  of  afliip,  till  he  has  made  a  number  of  voyages,  and  pafled  through, 
a  regular  courfe  of  ftudy,  is  not  a  little  furprized,  when  he  is  informed, 
that  the  merchants  of  Salem  entruft  their  Ihips  to  young  perfons,  who 
have  frequently  been  only  one  year  at  fea.  As  they  have  grown  up  in 
the  bufmefs  of  the  compting-houfe,  they  are  perfcdly  acquainted  with 
the  price,  ^he  quality,  and  the  fale  of  each  different  commodity.  The 
firft  year  thqy  are  aflbciated  wdth  a  fkilful  fteerfmatc,  and  ad:  at  once  in 
the  capacity  of  captain  and  fupercargo.  Their  veflels,  whatever  may  be 
the  caufe,  do  not  fuffer  fhipwreck  more  frequently  than  other  Ihips,  which 
are  more  cautioully  navigated.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  thefe  young 
people  become  merchants  themfelvcs,  the  captain's  profits  being  very 
confiderablc.  As  they  generally  are  appointed  from  the  families  of  mer- 
chants, they  receive  affiftance  from  their  employers. 

The  inconveniences  which  Salem  experiences  from  the  fhallownefs  of 
Its  harbour,  fecure  them  againft  all  hoftile  attacks.  The  entrance  to  the 
haven  is  not  in  the  flighteft  degree  defended,  nor  is  it,  indeed,  capable  of 
defence. 

I  was  upon  terms  of  great  intimacy  with  Mr.  Goldhue,  a  member 
of  the  Congrefs,  whom  I  had  feen  at  Philadelphia.  The  friendly  recep- 
tion that  gentleman  gave  me,  and  the  patience  with  which  he  refolved 
my  queftions,  entitle  him  to  the  fame  praife,  as  indeed  all  the  perfons  are 
entitled  to,  whom  I  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  my  long  journey.  Mr. 
Goldhue  is  a  man  of  ftrong  intelledl,  of  very  plain  manners,  and  is  very 
■well  informed.  In  his  political  principles  he  is  a  federalift,  and  of  courfe 
an  advocate  for  the  treaty  with  England.  The  town  of  Salem  enter- 
tains 
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tains  tlie  fame  opinion  as  he  does,  in  this  refped;,  chiefly  on  account  of 
their  dread  of  a  war,  which  they  conlidcr  as  the  inevitable  conf^quence 
of  the  non-ratification  of  the  treaty. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Salem,  I  muft  remark,  that  the  day  previous 
to  my  departure,  a  vefTel  arrived  in  this  port  from  Bourdeaux,  which 
brought  a  great  quantity  of  filver  difhes  and  plates,  in  payment  for  flour, 
which  had  been  fold  to  France.  The  plate  was  valued  by  weight,  and 
conftituted  a  part  of  the  confifcated  property  of  the  emigrants. 

Salem  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Eflex,  and  contains,  upon  an 
average,  fixty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  a  handfome  town,  the 
houfes  are  good,  fmall,  and  neat,  and  perfectly  accord  with  the  manners 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  Senate  Houfe  is  a  fpacious,  and  even  elegant 
building. 

Salem  has  a  fail-cloth  manufad:ory,  which  employs  a  great  number  of 
fkilful  hands. 

This  town  is  the  fecond  fettlement  eredled  by  the  Europeans,  in  the 
Maffachufetts.  It  was  begun  in  l622,  and  was  the  principal  fcene  of  the 
cruelties,  which  ignorance,  fuperflition,  and  the  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the 
priefts,  and  their  deluded  votaries,  inflided,  in  1692,  on  the  pretended  for- 
cerers. 

MARBLEHEAD  AND  LYNN.     < 

On  the  fame  bay  with  Salem  lies  another  fmall  port,  which,  in  refpe<fl 
to  its  fhipping,  is  of  greater  confequence  than  Beverley.  Marblehead, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  rocks,  trades  only  in  flock  fifli.  AH 
the  men  are  fo  entirely  occupied  in  filhing,  that  the  town,  to  a  ftranger, 
who  pafles  through  the  ftreets,  appears  to  be  folely  inhabited  by  women 
and  children,  all  of  whom  have  a  moft  miferable  and  wretched  appear- 
ance. Marblehead  has  a  cuftom-houfe,  and  the  exports  from  this  place 
confift  in  a  variety  of  articles,  the  value  of  which,  in  1794,  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  dollars. 

Lynn,  which  is  dependent  upon  the  former  place,  is  another  fmalf 
haven,  lying  nine  miles  nearer  to  Bofton.     It  is  famous  for  its  llioe  ma- 
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nufacftory.  There  is  fcarcely  a  houfe,  which  is  not  inhabited  by  a  fhoe- 
maker ;  four  hundred  thoufand  pairs,  moft  of  them  women's  flioes,  are 
made  here  every  year.  This  port  carries  on  no  other  trade  than  the  ex- 
portation of  flioes  to  Bofton,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  from  which 
places  a  great  number  are  fent  over  to  England.  A  quantity  are  even  ex- 
ported diredly  to  Europe  from  Lynn  itfelf. 

BOSTON. 

THE    MOXUMENT    ERECTED    IxN     MEMORY    OF     GENERAL     WARREN 

TONNAGE  OF  THE  SHIPPING   OF  BOSTON MR.  JEFFERY DR. 

EUSTIS,    &C. 

At  length,  having  paffed  through  the  fine  and  flourifliing  village  of 
Charleftown,  I  arrived  at  Bofton.  All  the  roads  leading  to  this  'town 
difplay  the  profperity  and  opulence  of  the  inhabitants  in  a  greater  degree 
than  the  aufterity  of  republican  manners. 

■  1  faw  this  day  the  funple  and  alfe6ling  monument  of  General  War- 
ren, who  commanded  in  the  celebrated  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  anno 
1775,  which  coft  the  Englifh  fo  dearly,  and  taught  their  troops  not  to 
hold  the  courage  of  the  republican  legions  in  contempt,  whilft  it  infpired 
the  latter  with  a  juft  confidence  in  their  own  prowefs.  It  muft  here  be 
remembered,  that  General  Warren  was  by  profeffion  a  phyfician,  and  had 
never  ferved  in  the  army.  He  had  no  opportunity  of  giving  proofs  of  his 
great  talents,  this  being  the  firft  aSi'ion,  in  which  he  was  engaged.  But 
his  couraee  and  patriotifm  eminently  diftinguifhed  him,  and  that  at  a 
time,  when  there  were  very  few  of  his  countrymen,  who  did  not  difcover 
extraordinary  energy. 

This  fimple  monument  is  ereded  on  the  fpot  where  the  fort  ftood,  the 
taking  of  whicli  coft  the  Englifh  ninety  officers,  and  fourteen  hundred 
men,  and  in  which  attack  General  Warren  loft  his  life.  It  was  built  by 
the  dircftion  and  at  the  expenre  of  the  frce-mafons,  of  which  order  the 
General  was  grand  mafter. 

The  civility  of  General  Lincoln,  commiffioner  of  the  cuftoms  for  the 
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ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  furniflied  me  with  an  opportunity  of  extradling 
from  the  regifter  of  the  office  the  tonnage,  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Boftqn,  as  likewife  the  amount  of  its  exports.  The  tonnage  will  amount 
this  year  to  ninety  thoufand  tons  ;  at  leaft  it  amounted,  according  to  the 
number  of  fliips  regiftered,  for  the  firft  nine  months,  to  feventy-three 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  tons.  The  laft  quarter  is  not  ex- 
pected to  run  high,  on  which  account  I  have  eftimated  it  at  only  feven- 
teen  thoufand  tons.  In  1 794,  the  whole  year  made  but  lixty-eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-feven  tons  ;  and  in  1793,  no  more  than 
fifty-three  thoufand  and  forty-two.  Prior  to  this  period,  the  law  had 
not  pafied,  which  enadts,  that  all  fhips  fliall  be  reglftcred  in  the  ports  to 
which  they  belong. 

Of  the  feventy-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  tons,  which 
have  been  regiflered  for  the  firft  nine  months  of  the  prefent  year,  fixty 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  tons  are  employed  in  the  foreign 
trade,  eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  one  tons  are  employed  in  the 
coafting-trade,  and  three  hundred  and  nine  tons  confift  of  veflels  under 
twenty  tons  each. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Bofton  amounted,  in  1  79 1 ,  to  one  million 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand  and  four  dollars  ;  in  1  792,  to  one  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  and  thirty-eight  dollars;  in 
1793,  to  one  million  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars ;  in  1794,  to  two  milHon  five  hundred  and  thirty^ 
four  thoufand  and  fifty- three  dollars  ;  in  1  795,  to  four  million  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars.  In 
1788,  the  exports  amounted  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty- feveu 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  imports  with  accuracy,  becaufe  the  different 
commodities  of  which  they  confift,  pay  different  rates  of  duty.  The  fum 
total  of  thefe  duties  will  furnifh  but  a  very  imperfed  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  importation.  The  number  of  veffels  from  foreign  ports,  that  is 
to  fay,  from  fuch  as  do  not  lie  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
will  yield  a  better  criterion.     The  veffels  v/hich  put  into  Bofton  from 
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foreign  ports,  were,  in  1793,  four  hundred  and  thirty-fix;  in  1794,  five 
hundred  and  fixty-feven  ;  in  1 795,  feven  hundred  and  twenty-five.  In 
1784,  the  number  was  four  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  my  firfi:  article  relative  to  Bofton,  I  have  commented  on  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  duties  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ;  of  their  dif- 
fatisfa^tion,  and  the  mifchicf  which  refults  therefrom.  The  votes  are 
taken  on  this  tax,  (which  is  intended  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  ftreets, 
the  pavement,  the  watchmen,  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  the  hof- 
pital,  and  the  free-fchools),  in  a  public  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants, 
held  the  beginning  of  May  every  year.  It  produced  laft  year  upwards 
of  forty  thoufand  dollars,  making  ten  thoufand  dollars  more  than  the 
preceding  year. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
tiine  dollars,  which  are  collected  in  taxes  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
government  for  the  ftate  of  Mafiachufetts,  Bofton  pays  for  its  individual 
quota  twelve  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars. 

Every  male  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  of  Mafiachufetts  is  aflefi'ed  in  a 
tax,  which  is  fixed  throughout  the  whole  ftate  at  twenty-eight  cente- 
fimas,  or  the  twenty-eighth  of  a  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar.  In  Bofton 
it  amovmts  to  eighty-feven  centefimas.  The  rife  In  the  price  of  every 
article,  is  the  principal  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  advance.* 

Mr,  Jeffery,  an  Englifli  merchant,  who  has  refidcd  between  fifteen 
and  twenty  years  in  Bofton,  in  partnerfhip  with  Mr.  John  Ruflell,  re- 
queftcd,  at  the  time  of  my  firft  journey,  that  I  would,  on  my  return, 
take  up  my  quarters  at  his  houfc,  where  I  paftcd  my  time  very  agreeably. 
He  is  an  excellent,  amiable  man,  a  cheerful  companion,  who  pofi!eftes  the 
frank  and  friendly  carriage,  fo  natural  to  Englifhmen.  He  is  a  bachelor, 
poftefles  a  very  large  fortune,  and  entertains  the  beft  company  in  the  town 
at  his  houfe,  among  whom  Dr.  Eustis  deferves  particularly  to  be  noticed. 
The  Dodlor  is  a  moft  amiahle  and  well  bred  gentleman,  poflelfing 
great  cheerfulnefs  and  equanimity  of  temper  ;  his  political  principles  are 

*  For  a  more  circuniftanlial  detail  of  the  duties,  theconllitution,  and  laws  of  the  flate 
of  MalTachufetts,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  journey  of  1796. 
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U'lie  and  firm ;  he  is  fuperior  to  prejudice,  and  his  feelings  are  truly 
noble.  Meflrs.  JefFery  and  Ruflel  have  cftabliflaed  a  very  cxtenfive  fper- 
maceti  manufaftory,  and  employ  two  Ihips  in  the  whale-fifhery.  They 
employ  likewife  forty  labourers  in  their  beautiful  rope-yard. 

Bofton  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  tovi^ns  to  live  in,  and  its  inhabi- 
tants are  celebrated  through  all  America  for  their  hofpitality  to  ftrangers. 
I  met  here  again,  to  my  great  fatisfaftion,  Mr.  Cabot,  Senator  of  the 
United  States  for  Maffachufetts.  He  {lands  in  high  eftimation  among  the 
Americans,  on  accovint  of  his  well-informed  mind  and  amiable  chara6ter. 
I  experienced  from  Mr.  Gore,  Advocate-General  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  man  of  talents;  from  Mr.  SuLLiVAif,  Advocate- General  of  the 
ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  a  gentleman  of  great  acquirements,  whom  the 
federal  party  accufe  of  differing  from  them  in  politics ;  and  likewife  from 
Mr.  Thomas  Russel,  perhaps,  the  richeft  merchant  in  America,  and 
who  is  jufhly  celebrated  for  his  great  benevolence,  a  degree  of  attention, 
•which  r  cannot  refrain  from  particularly  noticing,  among  even  the  dif- 
tinguifhed  civilities  which  I  received  from  every  perfon  in  Bofton,  to 
whom  I  was  introduced. 

HINGHAM.— GENERAL  LINCOLN. 

General  Lincoln,  on  giving  me  the  cuftom-houfe  report  of  the  amount 
of  tonnage  belonging  to  Bofton,  which  I  have  inferted  in  my  journal, 
ftipulated  with  me,  that  I  fhould,  in  return  for  this  fervice,  vifit  him  in 
Hingham.  In  purfuance  of  my  ptromife,  I  fpent  twenty-four  hours  with 
him,  on  Sunday  the  18th  of  O (Sober.  General  Lincoln  is  one  of  the 
oldeft  Generals  who  ferved  in  the  American  war.  He  took  a  part  in  the 
whole  of  the  conteft,  was  prefent  in  every  aftion  of  moinent,  and  ac- 
quired among  the  Generals  a  great  military  name,  and  throughout  all 
America  the  reputation  of  an  excellent  and  honeft  man.  After  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  war,  he  was  cntrufted  with  feveral  negociations  with  the 
Indians ;  and  with  the  appeafmg  of  the  troubles,  which  broke  out  in 
Maffachufetts  in  1787.  At  length  he  has  been  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  receipt  of  cuftoms;  and  this  office,  the  moft  lucrative  in  the  gift  of 
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the  government,  yields  him  an  annual  income  of  nearly  five  thoudind  dol- 
lars, he  being  allowed  five-eighths  per  cent  on  the  whole  of  the  receipts. 
He  has  to  keep  five  clerks,  who  do  all  the  bufmefs ;  but  for  this  draw- 
back he  is  amply  indemnified  by  other  revenues  which  accrue  to  him 
from  his  fituation.  General  Lincoln  is  a  member  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  the  ftate  of  Mafi^achufetts.  I  have  read  a  memoir,  written  by 
him,  which  contains  remarks  on  the  natural  hiftory  of  America,  made 
by  him  in  various  journies,  w'ith  an  account  ot  his  expedition  againfi:  the 
infurgents  in  the  year  1  787.  They  befpeak  him  to  be  a  man  of  great 
clearnefs  of  head,  fludious  only  of  the  public  weal.  His  family  lives  in 
Hingham  ;  and  he  himfelf  rcfides  there,  whenever  his  official  bufmefs  will 
•permit. 

Hingham  is  famous  for  a  number  of  fmall  fchools,  which  are  here 
placed  together,  in  a  fort  of  college.  They  are  about  fourteen  in  num- 
ber, and  are  attended  by  about  four  hundred  fcholars. 

The  foil  of  the  furrounding  lands  is  almofl  all  fandy.  It  yields,  an 
acre,  twenty-five  bufhels  of  maize,  and  barley  and  rye,  in  a  moderate 
proportion.  The  meadows  afford  from  the  acre,  not  more  than  forty 
hundred-weight  of  hay,  even  at  the  beft.  This  land,  too,  cofts  from 
twenty  to  forty  dollars  an  acre.  The  bufinefs  of  this  fmall  village  con- 
fifts  in  the  manufacSlure  of  tubs,  pails,  and  all  other  veflels  of  coopers' 
work,  which  are  in  common  ufe  as  domeftlc  utenfils.  The  packet-boat 
which  fails  between  Hingham  and  Boflon,  conveys  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  theie  veflels  to  Bofton  ;  and  of  thefe,  a  part  is  thence  exported  to 
England.  The  wood  employed  is  chiefly  fir,  from  the  province  ot  Maine. 
General  Lincoln  poflTcfl'es  very  extenfive  cftates  in  this  province. 

I  cannot  avoid  doing  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  here  mentioning,  with  due 
refped,  the  name  of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  the  widow  of  the  eldeft  fon  of  Ge- 
neral Lincoln :  flie  refides  in  Hingham.  I  had  an  opportunity  ot  being 
there  in  company  with  her,  during  my  fliort  flay  with  the  General.  1 
found  her  to  be  one  of  the  mofl:  aarreeable  women  in  all  America.  She 
is  no  lefs  admired  for  the  excellencies  of  her  mind,  than  for  the  charms  ot 
her  perfon. 

This 
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This  diftridl  makes  a  part  of  the  county  of  Suffolk.  It  contains  a 
great  number  of  mills  for  fawing  timber,  grinding  corn,  and  waulking 
cloth.     Some  of  thefe  are  put  in  motion  by  the  flux  of  the  tide. 

The  highway  between  Hingham  and  Plymouth  opens  to  the  view  no 
interefting  profpedis.  The  dwelling-houfes  are  pretty  numerous,  but  arc 
fcattered  between  the  rocks  and  the  beach.  Here  is  a  want  of  money 
and  agricultural  intelligence  to  bring  the  county  into  that  condition  of 
improvement  and  opulence  of  which  it  is  evidently  fufceptible. 

PLYMOUTH. 

The  colonics  of  this  territory  landed  here  in  the  year  l620.  They 
were  emigrants  who  had  left  England,  on  account  of  their  religion,  and 
were  about  an  hundred  in  number.  They  arrived  on  this  coaft,  without 
any  certain  determination,  where  to  fettle.  It  is  faid  that  their  choice 
Tvas  fixed,  when,  on  a  morning,  they  approached  Cape  Cod,  and  obferved 
a  bay  and  a  river,  which  reminded  them  of  Plymouth  in  England.  They 
landed,  and  obtained  from  the  Indians  the  ceffion  of  fufficient  terri- 
tory ;  conftrufted  huts  for  their  habitations ;  cleared  a  part  of  their 
lands,  and  fowed  com  for  their  fuftenance.  Thefe  fugitives  from  perfe- 
cution,  had  not  been  here  more  than  two  years,  w^hen  they  declared  war 
againft  the  Indians,  among  whom  they  had  been  received,  and  threat- 
ened to  expel  them  out  of  their  poiTeffions. 

New  emigrants,  from  time  to  time,  refbrted  hither  from  Europe. 
Other  fcttlements  were  formed.  Force  or  artifice  extorted  from  the  un- 
fortunate Indians,  new  ceffions  of  territory. 

The  war  with  the  Indians  was  not  of  long  duration.  Thefe  fimpic 
people  made  no  great  difficulty  of  relinquifliing  a  few  acres,  from  which 
they  had  never  derived  great  advantage.  And,  without  any  prejudices 
againft  the  colonifts,  or  in  favour  of  the  natives,  it  may  be  reafonably  be- 
lieved, that  the  greater  part  of  the  enormities  and  crimes  attributed  to  the 
Indians,  originated  primarily  from  the  condudl  of  the  European  encroach- 
crs  on  their  pofleffions. 

The  rock   on    which   thefe    firft    colonifts   landed,    is  ftill  carefully 

3  Q  2  pointed 


484  ■:  TRAVELS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA, 

pointed  out  to  Grangers.  The  place  they  called  Plymouth,  in  remem- 
brance of  their  native  land.  The  fea  has,  fince  that  time,  thrown  up 
fand  over  the  rock  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet.  But  the  tradition  of 
the  firft  landing  ftill  preferved  the  knowledge  of  the  precife  fpot  on 
which  it  took  place.  At  the  dawn  of  the  revolution,  the  fand  was 
cleared  away  from  it.  With  no  little  toil,  they  penetrated  at  lall  through 
twenty  feet  in  depth  of  fand,  to  the  very  rock.  The  rock  was  fplit  into 
two  parts,  as  it  was  laid  bare ;  and  this  circumftance  was  regarded  as  an 
unlucky  omen  of  the  political  feparation  of  America  from  England. 
The  largeft  half  ftiU  remains  in  its  former  fituation  ;  the  other  was,  with 
great  difficulty,  conveyed  to  the  market-place  of  the  to\sn  of  Plymouth, 
where  it  now  lies.  .  Both  are  in  the  ftate  of  rugged  blocks,  without  in- 
fcription,  or  any  thing  of  monumental  form,  fuch  as  might  indicate 
what  is  peculiar  to  them,  and  diftinguifla  them  from  the  many  other 
ftones  which  lie  around. 

This  rock  which,  from  the  high  veneration  beftowed  on  it,  naturally 
attracts  the  curiofity  of  ftrangers,  is,  however,  the  only  thing  particularly 
remarkable  in  that  place.  Its  trade  is  confined  to  the  filhery.  Seventy 
fchooners,  of  from  thirty  to  forty  tons  burthen  each,  and  two  or  three  of 
one  hundred  tons,  go  to  the  fifliery  upon  the  bank :  fome  fifh  on  the 
coaft.  The  largeft  of  thefe  veflels  carry  their  cargoes  of  fifli  to  fale  in 
Europe,  or  in  the  Weft  India  Ifles.  The  road  is  fcarce  fufficiently  iTiel- 
tered  from  the  north-caft  wind  ;  and  the  harbour  is  left  dry  by  the  ebb- 
ing tides.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  all  the  veflels 
belonging  to  this  port,  were  either  captured  or  burnt  by  the  Englifli. 
Their  number  was  greater  than  that  of  the  vefl"els  which  belong  to  it,  at 
prefent ;  and  its  trade  was,  then,  more  confiderable.  I  know  not  but  it 
rnay  be  the  remembrance  of  what  then  took  place,  which  now,  ib  much 
exafperates  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Plymouth  againft  England.  Aiti- 
zans,  labourers  in  hufbandry,  fliilors,  are  all,  here,  in  a  rage,  againft  the 
late  treaty.  Perfons  of  high  rank  likewife  declare  againft  it,  though  with 
Icfs  of  open  and  indecent  fury.  It  is  the  general  voice,  that  America 
ought  to  form  an  oft'enfivc  and  dcfenfivc  league  with  France,  and  to  de- 
clare 
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dare  war  againft  England.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  been  aflured 
that  the  richer  clafs  of  the  people  are,  for  the  greater  part,  of  opinion, 
that  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  political  amity  with  England  is  indifpen- 
fibly  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of  America. 

In  addition  to  the  fifliery,  the  trade  of  Plymouth  is  in  part  produced 
by  its  forges  and  manufadures  in  iron.  The  works  in  which  thefe 
manufadures  are  carried  on,  confift,  in  a  confiderable  proportion,  of  mill- 
machinery,  that  is  put  in  motion  by  the  fmall  river  which  here  falls  into 
the  bay.  As  pit-coal  and  iron-ftone,  are  plentiful ;  from  eighty  to  an 
hundred  men  are  kept  conftantly  at  work  in  thefe  manufactures.  The 
town  contains  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants ;  and  their  number  is 
annually  augmented. 

The  exports  from  Plymouth  amounted,  in  the  year  1791,  to  fifteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars;  in  1  792,  to  twenty-eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars;  in  1793,  to  twenty-nine 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-feven  dollars;  in  1794,  to  thirty- 
five  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars;  in  1795,  to  fifty-two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

I  had  a  letter  of  introdu6lion  to  General  Warren,  an  old,  grey- 
headed man,  who  was  much  employed  during  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion, but  rather  for  the  economy  of  the  army,  over  which  he  had  great 
inflvience,  than  on  account  of  any  ability  he  could  be  fuppofed  to  pofiTefs 
for  acElual  fervice  in  the  field.  He  is  now  an  old  man,  and  very  feeble. 
His  wife  is  as  old  as  himfelf,  but  much  more  lively  in  converfation.  Like 
the  other  ladies  of  America,  Ihe  has  read  a  great  deal  on  a  variety  of  fub- 
jeds.  She  has  even  publifhed  one  or  two  volumes  of  tales,  which  are 
much  efteemed  ;  and  has  written  a  hiftory  of  the  American  revolution, 
which  her  hufband  and  Ihe  have,  with  great  prudence,  refolved  not  to' 
fend  to  the  prefs  while  they  live,  but  to  leave  for  publication  after  their 
death  :  the  truth  may  then,  they  fay,  be  fafely  declared.  In  the  mean  ■ 
time,  this  work  has  been  read,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  feveral  friends, 
who  give  it  the  chara6tcr  of  an  impartial  and  well-written  work.  This ' 
old  lady,  at  the  age  of  feventy,  .  is  truly  intercfting ;  for  Ihe  has  loft  nei- 
ther 
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ther  the  a<5livlty  of  her  mind,  nor  the  graces  of  her  perfon  ;  though  flie 
ftill  laments  the  death  of  a  fon  flie  loft  in  the  war,  with  the  fame  tcn- 
dernefs  and  earneft  forrovv  as  on  the  day  on  which  he  fell.  She  ftill 
reads  his  letters,  has  his  portrait  conftantl}'  in  her  view  ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this  fond  attachment  to  his  memor)^  is  equally  affcClionate 
to  her  furv'iving  children.  One  of  thefe,  I  faw  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Lincoln,  who  had  likcvvife  fufFered,  during  the  war,  by  the  lofs  of  his 
leg,  in  a  fea-fight,  on  board  a  frigate.  This  refpe<ilable  lady  is  defccnded 
from  a  family  who  are  like  herfelf  diftinguifhed  for  genius  and  lite- 
rature. She  is  fifter  to  Mr.  Otis,  a  lawyer  of  great  reputation  in 
Maftachufetts,  who  had  a  confiderable  fliarc  in  the  revolution,  and  is 
faid  to  be  a  man  of  great  merit.  He  is  father  to  Mrs.  Lincoln,  whom  I 
mentioned  above. 

Plymouth  is  the  principal  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  a 
diftrid;  that  contains  twenty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  foil  is 
rugged,  and  not  very  fertile ;  but  it  is  full  of  iron  ores,  which  fupply 
materials  for  very  confiderable  iron  manufactures. 

DISTRICT  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 

The  road  from  Plymouth  hither,  is  tedious  and  very  imperfecfl.  Ply- 
mouth lies  at  the  diftance  of  not  more  than  thirty  miles  from  New  Bed- 
ford ;  and  both  thefe  towns  belong  to  the  fame  ftate.  Yet,  fo  rare  is  the  in- 
tercourfe  between  them,  that  no  perfon  in  Plymouth  could  inform  me  of 
the  direction  of  the  road  to  New  Bedford,  farther  than  for  the  lirft  fix 
miles.  Amidft  continual  enquiries  concerning  the  road  which  is  little 
ufed,  and  interfered  by  many  crofs  paths,  I  wandered  out  of  my  way. 
I  was,  befides,  miffed  by  the  mifchievous  waggery  of  a  dumb  man, 
which  fcnt  me  aftray  five  miles  farther.  But  few  houfes  are  to  be  fccn  in 
this  trad,  and  thefe  lie  at  wide  diftanccs  from  one  another.  The  ground 
is  rugged,  and  the  foil  fandy.  The  woods,  which  extend  all  the  way, 
confift  chiefly  of  firs  and  birches,  moft  of  which  are  likely  to  be  burnt  for 
charcoal.  The  burning  of  charcoal  is  the  only  fort  of  induftry  in  which 
the  people  arc  fcen  to  be  engaged,   along  the  whole   road.     There   is 

abundance 
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abundance  of  Iron-ftone,  fufficicntly  rich  in  ore  for  working,  here  as  well 
as  at  Plymouth.  There  is  every  where  an  air  of  poverty,  the  effeft 
either  of  a  poor  or  of  an  ill-cultivated  foil.  I  had  great  pleafure  in  falling 
in  with  two  negro  families,  who  live  here  on  fmall  poircliions  of  their 
own,  which  they  maintain  in  as  good  a  ftate  of  culture,  as  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.     Such  inllances  are  not  rare  in  the  fi:ate  of  Malfachufetts. 

A  heavy  and  inceffant  rain,  by  which  I  was  wetted  to  the  flcln, 
obliged  me  to  halt  at  Middlcborough,  at  a  fmall  inn,  the  landlord  of 
w^liich  was  concerned  in  the  iron- works.  The  iron-ore  is  found  m  Pond 
Allowamfet,  in  great  plenty,  either  at  the  furface  or  at  the  depth  of  a 
Single  foot  under  water.  This  red  ore  fometimes  contains  a  fourth  part, 
ibmetimes  not  more  than  an  eighth  part  of  pure  iron.  The  ore  is  dragged 
•from  under  the  water,  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  oyfters  are  raifed 
from  the  bank.  It  is  now,  however,  much  lefs  abundant  than  formerly. 
A  man  who,  fifteen  years  fince,  would  have  been  able  to  gather  two  or 
three  tons  in  the  year  by  his  own  labour,  can  now  fcarcely  procure  one 
ton.  Another  pond  adjacent  to  Middlcborough,  yields  this  ore  in  greater 
quantity ;  but  it  is  deeper,  and  confequently  the  ore  is  lefs  eafily  to  be 
raifed  from  its  bottom. 

The  mafiiers  at  this  work  earn  forty  dollars  a  month  ;  the  common 
workmen  are  paid  at  the  fame  rate  as  the  labourers  in  hufbandry,  which 
affords  them  feven  or  eight  dollars  a  month.  Land  cofts  two  dollars  an 
acre,  unlefs  when  it  is  fuppofed  to  contain  iron-ore ;  and  in  this  cale, 
the  price  is  higher  or  lower,  according  to  the  degree  of  its  richnefs  in  ore. 
This  inn  ftands  at  eighteen  miles  diftance  from  Plymouth.  Its  beds  were 
full  of  workmen  from  the  forges  and  nail-makers  ;  but  the  landlord  pro- 
mifed  me  a  bed  as  foon  as  the  rain  fliould  ceafe.  The  rain  continued  to 
fall,  till  it  was  too  late  to  reach  New  Bedford  that  night ;  I  was,  there- 
fore, obliged  to  halt,  after  travelling  five  miles  farther,  at  an  inn  of 
mean  appearance,  which  hunger  and  fatigue  made  me  regard  as  com- 
fortable. 

Next  day  aboijt  noon,  T  entered  New  Bedford.  It  is  not  above  thirty 
years  fmce  this  town  was  founded.    It  was  one  of  thofe  places  which 
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iufFered  the  mod  during  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Ships,  warehoufes, 
dw^elUng-houfes,  were  ill  burnt  by  the  Enghfli.  The  lofTes  which 
the  town  fuffered,  exceeded  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars. 
Trade  did  not  loon  revive ;  but  is  now,  however,  at  a  greater  height 
than  ever. 

The  diftridl  of  New  Bedford  comprehends  five  fmall  fea-port  towns — 
New  Bedford,  Weftport,  Rochefter,  Wareham,  and  Dartmouth.  The 
four  laft  of  thefe  are,  properly  fpeaking,  only  docks  for  fliip-building. 
Moft  of  the  fliips  built  in  them  find  immediate  fale,  either  at  New  Bed- 
ford or  in  fome  other  harbour  belonging  to  the  United  States.  There 
belong,  at  prefent,  to  thofe  few  towns,  twenty  veffels,  of  from  thirty 
to  eighty  tons  burthen  each,  which  are  employed  in  the  coafi:ing-trade, 
all  except  two  or  three,  which  go  to  the  fifhery  upon  the  great  bank. 
.New  Bedford  is  a  place  of  greater  trade  than  the  others ;  builds  more 
vefi"els ;  and  has  a  good  road,  which  is  at  leafi:  excellently  flaeltered 
from  the  eaft  wind.  The  land  round  New  Bedford  is,  in  general,  far 
from  fertile ;  and  there  are  many  other  fea-port  towns  on  the  coall  of 
Mafiachufetts.  The  exports  from  this  place  are  therefore  confined  to 
fruit,  pulfe,  maize,  falted  flefh  and  fifli,  with  fome  coarfe  iron-work. 
Thefe  veffels  are  not  always  freighted  from  this  port,  but  are  ufually 
hired  by  the  merchants  belonging  to  it.  Thofe  from  New  Bedford  are 
engaged  chiefly  in  the  whale-filhery,  which  is  confiderably  fuccefsful 
nigh  the  ifland  of  Nantucket,  at  five  and  twenty  miles  diftance  from 
New  Bedford. 

New  Bedford  employs,  at  prefent,  twelve  veffels  in  the  fifhery,  each 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  tvvo  hundred  and  feventy  tons  burthen. 
Nantucket  fends  out  thirty  veffels ;  Bofton,  two  or  three  ;  Rhode-Ifland, 
one. 

THE  WHALE-FISHERY. 

Whales  are  found  on  the  coafl  of  Brazil,  and  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in 
the  fame  latitudes,  in  the  Weft  Indian  Seas,  and  as  far  eaft  ward  as  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  the  eighteenth  to  the  tw  cnty-fifth  degree  of  lati- 
tude. 
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tude.     The  mode  in  which  they  are  taken,  is  well  known  ;  but  I  believe 
the  information  1  am  enabled  to  offer  poflefles  fome  fliare  of  novelty. 

The  deftination  of  the  fiflaing- voyages  is  fo  fettled,  that  the  return  of 
the  Ihips  is  expected  within  the  courfe  of  from  ten  to  eighteen  months 
after  th<iir  departure.     The  fifliing  is  not  always  alike  fuccefsful.     But. 
it  never  fails  to  afford  the  owners  a  profit  of  at  leafl  twenty  per  cent  upon 
the  adventure,  the  expeuces  of  fitting  out  which  are  very  confidcrable. 
Befide  the  coll  of  the  vefi"el,  there  are  alfo  to  be  reckoned,  the  expence 
of  two  boats,  of  lines,  harpoons,  axes,  kettles,  barrels  wdth  iron  hoops, 
and  provifions  for  the  crew,  to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  dollars. 
The  crew  receive  no  wages,  but  have  a  certain  fhare   of  the   blubber. 
The  captain  has  a  fifth  part ;  the  pilot  a  five-and-fortieth,  or  a  fixtieth  part 
of  what  they  take.     A  veffel  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen  will 
return  with  two  hundred  and  ten  or  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of 
blubber,  befide  the  whalebone.     In  1793,  the  medium  price  of  blubber, 
or  whale-oil,  was  fixty-five  dollars  a  ton.  The  blubber  of  the  fpermaceti- 
whale  was  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  ton  ;  that  of  other  whales, 
fifty-five  dollars  a  ton  ;  thefe  lafi:  are  very  plentiful  in  the  feas.    The  price 
is  now  twice  as  much.     The  increafe  of  price  is  owing  to  the  extraordi- 
nary demand  for  train-oil  and  fpermaceti-candles,  and  to  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  the  fhips,  which  have  lately  gone  from  Europe  upon  the  whale- 
fifhery.     The  captain's  profits  from  a  fuccefsful  voyage  amount  to  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred  dollars  for  common  years,  but  at  prefent 
to  between  feventeen  and  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 

A  fhip  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  is  manned  with  a  crew  of  fifteen 
perfons.  Of  thefe,  twelve  man  the  two  boats  in  the  purfuit  of  the  whales  ; 
while  the  other  three  remain  on  board.  Larger  veiTels  have  a  third  boat  and 
fix  additional  hands.  The  blubber,  w-hich  has  been  barrelled  at  fea,  is  to 
be  again  put  into  frefli  barrels,  and  cleared  from  a  fediment  that  is  formed 
in  the  barrels,  before  it  be  carried  to  market ;  for  though  the  fediment 
be  as  fit  as  the  refi:  for  ufe  in  the  foap-works,  yet  the  oil  in  which  it 
appears  is  regarded  as  of  inferior  quality  in  the  European  market.  This 
fediment,  and  a  fort  of  white  flefh,  which  is  found  in  the  head  and  belly 
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of  the  whale,  are  then  fqueezed  in  a  prcfs.  A  new  quantity  of  oil  of  the 
beft  quality  is  thus  obtained.  The  refidue,  which  remains  after  the  firft 
preffnig;  is  put  again  into  the  prefs,  and  more  forcibly  fqueezed  than  be- 
fore. It  affords  a  certain  quantity  of  oil ;  and  it  is  the  produce  of  this 
laft  fqueezing  which,  after  undergoing  a  boiling,  is  poured  into  moulds, 
and  forms  fpermaceti  candles.  Thefe  are  fold  for  half  a  dollar  a  pound. 
Thofe  which  are  fpermaceti-fiflies  yield  this  matter  in  great  quantity. 
In  their  heads  alone  there  are  often  five  or  fix  tons  of  this  matter ;  though 
the  other  whales  have  the  head  differently  com.pofed,  and  do  not  afford 
above  a  quarter  of  a  ton  out  of  each  head.  Thus  all  whales  yield  mors 
or  lefs  of  this  matter  which  is  fo  much  valued  as  a  material  tor  candles. 

The  veffels  for  the  fifliery  are  built  w^ithout  any  very  remarkable  pecu- 
liarity of  ftru6lure.  Only,  there  ftands,  between  the  mafts,  a  great  caul- 
dron for  the  making  of  the  oil,  and  the  openings  on  the  decks  arc 
made  unufually  wide,  in  order  that  the  barrels  may  be  the  more  eafily 
moved  up  and  down.  The  oil,  when  it  is  hot,  is  apt  to  penetrate  and 
injure  the  wood  of  a  newly  built  veffel ;  and,  on  this  account,  it  is  ufual 
to  fend  fhips  on  a  voyage  or  two  to  Europe  before  employing  them  in 
the  whale-fifliery.  Thofe  merchants,  who  are  concerned  in  this  fiihery, 
are  accuftomed  to  purchafe  veffels  A\hich  have  been  built  two  or  three 
years.  The  alterations  neceflary,  to  fit  them  for  the  ufe  of  the  fifliery, 
are  inconfiderable. 

From  all  that  I  had  heard  or  read,'  I  was  lead  to  think  the  whale- 
fifliery  to  be  a  very  perilous  employment  to  the  men  who  are  engaged 
in  it.  They  muff  meet,  as  I  fliould  ha\e  luppofed,  with  many  un- 
happy accidents.  I  have,  however,  been  affurcd  of  the  contrary.  Tlic 
fleet  from  Nantucket,  confifling  of  thirty  veffels,  did  not  lofe,  laft  year, 
a  fmgle  man  ;  this  year  they  have  loft  but  two  men.  People  here  can 
fcarcely  rccolIe6l  a  fingle  inftance  of  any  pcrfon  lofing  his  life  from  any 
accident  in  the  fifliery.  Neither  here  nor  in  Nantucket  can  any  inllance 
be  mentioned  of  a  man's  having  been  killed  or  hurt  by  any  of  the  whales.. 
The  boats  are  indeed,  often  overturned  by  the  whales. 

Hudfon  s  Bay,  and  the  feas  adjacent  to  the  coafls  of  Greenland  and 

Labrador, 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEFCmCAULT  LIANCOURT.  4QI 

Labrador,  abound  more  than  the  fouthern  feas,  in  whales,  and  thofe  of  a 
larger  fize,  and  fuch  as  afford  oil  of  a  better  quahty.  But  the  ice,  which 
floats  there  in  vafl  maffes.  renders  the  fifliinp;  much  more  dan2;erous  in 
■thefe  northern  latitudes.  One  of  thefe  malles  of  ice  ftriking  againft  a 
fliip  is  fufficient  to  dafli  it  in  pieces.  Befides,  the  fliips  cannot  remain  at 
fea,  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time,  upon  the  coafts.  Some  American 
fliips  repair  to  that  fifhery  as  they  return  from  Europe  ;  but,  in  general, 
the  whale-fifliery  in  the  northern  feas  is  abandoned  to  the  European  fillier- 
men. 

Although  the  filhery  on  'the  coafts  of  Africa  and  the  Brazils  be  ftill  fuf- 
ficiently  fuccefsfal,  yet  it  is  thought  that  the  numbers  of  the  whales  in 
thofe  parts  begin  to  be  diminiflicd.  The  reafon  affigned  for  this  is,  that 
fuch  a  number  of  the  famales  of  this  fpecies  are  annually  dellroyed,  with- 
out which  the  young  ones  can  neither  be  produced  nor  nourlllied  imme- 
diately after  the  birth.  (The  Englifli  call  the  males,  females,  and  young 
of  the  whale, — bulls,  cows,  and  calves). 

Twenty  years  fince,  w^hales  were  confiderably  numerous  on  the  coafts  of 
America.  Even  within  thefe  fix  or  feven  years,  whales  were  to  be  found 
here,  though  not  in  fuch  numbers  as  formerly.  At  prefent,  it  is  thought 
a  very  remarkable  occurrence,  if  one  fliould  happen  to  be  feen  in  thefe 
parts.  The  whales  have  been  frightened  entirely  away,  fo  that  two  or 
three  fhips  can  hardly  procure  a  tolerable  freight  for  the  feafon,  by  fifliing 
in  thefe  feas.  The  fpermaceti-whales  have  been  found  chiefly  in  the  In- 
dian ocean,  on  the  coafts  of  Africa  and  Madagafcar,  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  on  the  coafts  of  Peru  and  Chili. 

Train-oil  and  fpermaceti-candles  are  brought  into  different  fea-ports  of 
America  by  fliips  belonging  to  New  Bedford,  which  has  alio  two  or  three 
vefTels  employed  in  the  trade  to  Europe.  Twenty  fliips  belonging  to  the 
fame  ports  are  conftantly  engaged  in  the  coafling- trade.  But  this  laft 
trade  is  fo  languid  that  the  cuftom-houfe  dues  arifing  from  ic,  for  the  fiifl 
nine  months  of  the  year  17Q5,  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars.  During  the  whole  year  1/90,  it  yielded  but  one  hundred  and 
■  fifty-fix  dollars.     As  to  the  amount  of  the  yearly  exports  from  New  Bed- 
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ford  ;  the  value  of  thefe  was,  in  the  year  1 791 ,  twenty-fix  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ;  in  the  year  1792,  twenty-fcven  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  dollars;  in  17g3,  twenty-fcven  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ;  in  1/94,  eighty-two  thoufand  and 
eighty-five  dollars ;  in  1795,  fixty-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  two 
dollars. 

The  harbour  lies  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  AcchufTnet.  The  anchorage  is  excellent.  That  part  of  the  breadth 
of  the  river,  which  is  navigable  to  velfcls  of  a  certain  burthen  up  to  the 
tow  n,  is  very  narrow ;  the  reft  of  the  river  being  very  Iliallow,  and  full 
of  rocks.  The  harbour  is  befides  protcfted  by  a  fort,  beyond  which  fhips 
entering  it  cannot  proceed  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  river 
AcchuiTnet  pours  its  waters  into  the  bay  of  the  fame  name.  This  bay 
has  alfo  a  communication  with  Buzzard  Bay,  which  is  feparated  from  the 
bay  of  Cape  Cod  by  an  ifi:hmus  of  the  breadth  of  three  or  four  miles. 
There  is  a  proje6l  for  cutting  a  canal  through  the  ifthmus. 

The  trade  of  New  Bedford  is  almoft  all  in  the  hands  of  Quakers.  About 
one-half  of  the  inhabitants  are  of  this  fcft.  They  are,  in  general,  an  ho- 
neft,  frank,  orderly,  fet  of  people.  I  received  a  pretty  full  account  of 
them  from  William  Rush.  He  is  proprietor  of  fix  veflels.  His  family 
has  been,  for  fome  generations,  engaged  here  in  trade.  With  the  moft 
obliging  readinefs  to  fatisfy  any  enquiries  which  are  made  of  him,  he 
joins  an  uncommon  clearnefs  of  ideas.  His  father  is  one  of  thofe  inhabi- 
tants of  Nantucket  whom  M.  De  Calonne  invited  to  Dunkirk,  to  in- 
troduce the  bufinefs  of  the  whale-fiihery  into  France.  In  1/80,  Rulli  be- 
gan the  bufinefs  of  the  whale-fifhery  at  Dunkirk,  with  not  more  than 
two  fhips  ;  and,  in  the  year  1793,  no  fewer  than  forty  fliips  failed  from 
Dunkirk  to  the  whalc-fifhcry.  Certain  it  is,  that  trade  and  mercan- 
tile opulence  were  rapidly  incrcafing  in  France,  at  the  time  when  the 
revolution  commenced,  and  the  prefent  war  broke  out.  When  liberty 
fball  be  fecurely  and  permanently  eftablllhed  in  France,  that  activity, 
which  is  a  well-known  chara6terillic  of  liberty,  wall  be  much  more  alive 
than  ever,  to  the  improvement  of  every  branch  of  indullry  and  com- 
merce. 
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mercc.  Pcrfons  of  all  ranks  will  then  take  a  part  in  whatever  can  aug-v 
ment  the  honourable  opulence  of  the  land  ;  and  our  country  will  be  raifcd 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  profperity. 

This  worthy  Rufli,  who  is  now  fixty-five  years  of  age,  has  all  the  adli- 
vity  of  a  young  man.  He  went  to  France  with  ftrong  prejudices  againft 
it ;  yet,  nothing  lefs  than  the  crimes  and  dlfbrders  which  he  there  wit- 
nefled  would  have  been  fufficient  to  make  him  leave  that  country  and 
return  to  America.  He  loves  the  charafter,  the  fprightly  manners,  the 
mode  of  doing  bufmefs,  Vhich  prevail  among  the  French  nation.  He  is 
pleafed  with  the  integrity  of  the  French  merchants,  and  deli p-h ted  with 
the  climate  of  France.  He  fpeaks,  in  Ihort,  as  a  Frenchman ;  but,  he 
abhors  the  crimes  which  have  attended  the  revolution.  Of  its  exceifes 
he  judges  for  himfelf  with  tendernefs,  yet  with  difcernment. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  BEDFORD  ;  COUNTS  OF  BRISTOL;  VALUE 
OF  PRODUCTS,  AND  OF  LABOUR. 

In  the  country  round  New  Bedford,  where  the  foil  is,  in  general,  of 
moderate  fertility,  conliderable  numbers  of  oxen  are  annually  fattened  for 
the  fupply  of  provifions  to  the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  and  to  thofe  even 
which  belong  to  Nantucket.  Land  cofts  from  twelve  to  eighteen  dollars 
an  acre.  Beef  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  fix-pence  a  pound.  Flour  is  here 
icarce,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  fmall  towns  of  MafTachufctts.  It  cofls 
at  prefent  from  thirteen  to  fourteen  dollars  a  barrel.  The  bread  is  com- 
monly made  of  maize  and  barley ;  and  this  is  indeed  the  ufual  bread 
throughout  the  whole  ftate.  Bifcuit  is  the  only  wh eaten  bread  to  be 
found  in  the  inns.  The  wages  of  all  forts  of  ordinary  labourers  are  at  the 
rate  of  from  eight  to  nine  dollars  a  month.  Ships  coft  from  forty  to 
forty-two  dollars  a  ton.  New  Bedford  lies  in  the  county  of  Briftol,  of 
which  the  head-town  is  Taunton.  This  county  contains  about  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  great  abundance  of 
iron-ore  which  it  affords.  A  copper-mine  was  here  lately  opened  for  the 
firft  time.  ' 
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RHODE  ISLAND.— NEWPOR.T.— MR.  ELEM. 

The  road  from  New  Bedford  to  Rhode  Ifland,  Ukc  that  from  Plymouth, 
is  ragged  with  rocks  and  loofe  Hones,  and  leads  through  a  liilly  traft  of 
country.  You  pafs  through  the  townfliip  of  Wcllport,  and  near  that 
part  of  the  river  where  veifels  are  built,  which  take  in  their  cargo  at  tlic 
diftance  of  a  mile  below.  Only  two  fchooners  belonged  to  this  port ;  but 
of  thefe  on^  has  been  recently  wrecked  on  the  oDa,{l  of  Salem,  on  its  re- 
turn from  a  voyage  to  the  pro^  ipxe  ot  Maine. 

The  boundaries  of  the  ftatc  of  Rhode  Ifland  commence  at  the  diftance 
of  three  miles  on  this  fide  ot'  the  bay,  at  a  place  called  ufually  Eall  Paf- 
fage,  where  it  is  propofed  to  build  a  bridge  for  the  purpofe  of  conneiling 
the  ifland  with  the  main  land.  This  paffagc  is  not  broad,  and  the  depth 
of  the  water  is  thirty  feet.  But,  the  tide  flows  and  ebbs  v^  ith  fuch  a 
foength  of  current,  tbat  the  toil  of  erefting  the  bridge  cannot  but  be 
extremely  difficult,  and  it  will  be  ■no  eafy  taflc  t-o  give  it  perfed;  fta- 
tiiity. 

This  ifland  exhibits  a  continued  fucccflion  of  meadows  and  fields  of 
maize.  Barley  is  likewife  produced  here  in  confiderable  abundance.  The 
breweries  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York  furnlfli  an  advantageous  market 
for  this  lafi:  article.  Formerly  this  ifland  was  extcnfn  ely  covered  \\  ith 
fruit-trees  and  other  wood.  But  thefe  the  Englifli  dcitroyed  during  the 
war.  The  foil  is  light,  fandy,  and,  in  general,  unimproved  by  manure 
or  fkilful  tillage.  The  medium  produce  of  the  meadows  is  a  ton  of  hay 
per  acre ;  the  ground  under  tillage  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five  buflicls  of 
maize,  or  one  hundred  bufliels  of  potatoes.  There  are  inftances  of  greater 
produce  ;  but  thefe  occur  only  where  particular  land-holders  have  culti- 
vated their  ground  with  unufual  intelligence  and  care.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Newport,  %vhere  dung  can  be  purchalcd  for  the  eafy  ex- 
pence  of  half  a  dollar  the  ton,  the  land  is  more  plentifullv  maniu-ed,  and, 
in  confequencc  of  this,  yields  even  to  the  amount  of  ninety  bufliels  of 
maize  per  acre.     But,  fuch  infl;ances  are  rare,  and  occur  only  \n  here  the 
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foil  is  both  naturally  rich  and  well  improved  by  manure  and  tillage.  The 
common  extent  of  the  farms  is  feventy  acres.  Some  fmall  number  of 
them  contain  two  hundred  acres ;  and  three  or  four,  even  four  hundred 
acres. 

The  farm  of  Samuel  Elem,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  from  William 
Rufh,  is  four  hundred  acres  in  extent.    He  is  the  only  farmer  in  the  ifland 
who  does  not  pcrfonally  labour  upon  his  own  ground.     He  is  an  Englilli- 
man,  from  Yorkfhh-e.      He  came  hither  as  a  merchant  befove  the  revolu- 
tion.    The  length  of  his  neceffary  ftay  gave  him  a  fondnefs  for  the  coun- 
try, and  inclined  him  to  fettle  in  it.    He  liA^es  in  a  fnug  fmall  houfe,  five 
miles  from  Newport,  and  near  to  Eaft  PaiTage.     Agriculture  is  the  only 
bufinefs  that  he  now  follows.      He  docs  not  boail  of  having  found  it,  as 
yet,  very  profitable.      But,  he  finds  the  condition  of  life  agreeable,   and 
fufficiently  fufceptible  of  improvement  from  his  turn  for  curious   obfer- 
vation,  and  his  attention  to  the  procefles  of  nature.  This  farm,  on  which 
he  has  been  fettled  thefe  fix  years,  begins  to  be  in  a  good  ftate  of  cul- 
tivation.    The  ftone   fences   inclofing  his  fields  are  higher  and  better 
than  any  I  have  feen  in  Maffachufetts.     His  meadows  are  in  a  ftate  ot 
improvement  and  fertility,  which  is  confiderably  profitable.    But  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  labourers  ft-ands  greatly  in  the  way  of  all   agricul- 
tural improvements  in  thefe  parts.     As  Mr.  Elem  is  the  only  farmer  in 
the  ifland  who  does  not  laboiir  with  his  own  hands,  fo  he  often  meets 
with  a  contradiftoiy  fpirit  in  his  working-people,  who  are  apt  to  think, 
that  their  toil  muft  make  them  more  fkihul  in  hufbandry  than  their  idle 
maftcr.     His  cows  and  oxen  arc  diftinguillied  as  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
reft  of  the  ifland,  which,  however,  are,  in  general,  very  good.      His  fheep 
are  of  the  beft  fort.      Their  wool  is  eafily  fold  at  the  price  of  a  quarter  of 
a  dollar  the  pound,   and  each  fleece  yields  two  pounds  and  a  half      In 
fummer  he  keeps  from  one  hundred  to  one   hundred   and  fSty,    but  in 
winter  reduces  this  number  to  fixty.     From  the  firft  of  December  to  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  he   keeps   his   cows  and  oxen  in  ftalls ;  but  that  is  not 
the  general  practice  of  the  farmers  in  the  ifland.     Either  from  poverty  or 
prejudice,  moft  of  them  have  no  cow-houfes.    They  put  up  their  hay  in 
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the  meadows ;  and  give  daily,  in  winter,  a  certain  quantity  of  it  to  the 
cattle  in  the  open  fields.  There  falls  fo  little  fnow  in  the  ifle,  that  no 
<rreat  harm  feems  to  refult  from  this  pradice.  Only  the  horfes  and  the 
milch-cows  are  ftallcd  in  winter. 

The  cheefe  of  Rhode  Ifland  is  famous  throughout  all  America ;  but 
the  only  cheefe  which  thefe  parts  now  furnifli  for  exportation  is  from 
the  ifles  of  Connanicut  and  Block,  which  make  part  of  this  ftate.  On 
Rhode  Ifland  itfclf,  few  of  the  farmers  keep  fuch  a  number  as  to  pro- 
duce more  cheefe  than  is  neceffary  for  their  domeftic  ufe. 

The  following  reafons  are  affigned  for  the  poverty  of  the   farmers  of 
Rhode-lfland.     It  is  ufual  for  the  young  people,  at  the  age  of  thirteen, 
to  leave  the  family  of  their  parents,  and  to  go  into  the  fervice  of  others. 
The  parents  find  it  vain  to  endeavour  to  detain  them  ;   for,  if  not  per- 
mitted to  do  as  others  do,  they  will  not  work  at  home.    In  confequence, 
other  labourers  are  to  be  hired  ;  and  that  accumulation  of  flock  is  materi- 
ally hindered  which  might  be  bcfl  produced  by  the  joint  labour  of  a  whole 
family,  without  hired  afTiflance.     Befides,  fo  many  are  difpofed  to  be- 
come farmers  for  thcmfelves,  even  without  any  adequate  flock,  that  la- 
bourers are  not  to  be  procured  for  any  reafonable  hire,  even  in  cafes  of  the 
moffc  virgent  ncceflTity.     2.  It  is  a  dlfadvantage  alfo  to  the  agriculture  of 
this  territory,  that  it  is  every  where  adjacent  to  the  fea.    The  young  peo- 
ple have,  in  confequence  of  this,  been  long  accuflomed  to  prefer  a  fea- 
faring  life  to  hufbandry,  bccaufc  the  former  affords  higher  wages  in  mo- 
iiey,  and  is  more  grateful  to  the  roving  fpirit  of  inexperienced  youth. 
Even  the  refident  farmers  are  tempted  to  join  the  hfliing  with  the  toils  of 
hufbandry,  as  the  fifhing  affords,  at  all  times  in  the  year,  a  very  plentiful 
fupply  for  the  nourifhmcnt  of  their  families.     They,  confequcntly,   take 
little  care  to   improve  the  foil  to  its  highefl  pitch  of  cultivation.     The 
fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  along  all  the  fea-coafl  of  Ame- 
rica.     3.  There  is  a  want  of  a  regular  and  profitable  market  for  the  fuper- 
fluous  produce  of  the  ifle.     There  is,  indeed,  a  market-place  in  the  town 
■of  Newport ;  but  the  farmers  rarely  bring  their  grain  hither  tor  fale  ;  nor 
do  thofe  who  arc  in  want  of  it  rcfort  to  this  market  to  fupply  thcmfelves. 

The 
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The  farmers  bring  their  flefh,  corn,  beans,  and  peafe  to  the  town,  and 
there  place  it  in  houfes  for  fale.  When  purchafers  do  not  appear,  as  is 
often  the  cafe ;  the  quantity  is  far  from  being  fufficiently  confiderable 
to  become  an  objeft  of  commercial  fpcculation  for  foreign  export,  to 
the  merchants.  4.  There  is  fuch  an  extreme  fcarcity  of  wood,  that  no 
farmer  who  is  in  want  of  it,  can  fupply  himfcif  at  a  lefs  price  than  four 
or  five  dollars  a  cord.  In  confequence  of  this  want  of  trees,  the  whole 
ifland  is  too  much  expofed  to  the  winds,  which  often  blow  over  it  V'.'ith  a 
very  troublefome  Aiolencc.  There  has  been  a  remarkable  difference  in 
the  produce  of  frviit  upon  the  farms  of  this  ifle,  ever  fince  the  great  trees 
were  dcflroyed  by  the  Englilh  during  the  war.  5 .  The:  ele6llons  to  all 
places  in  the  government,  and  to  the  legiflativc  reprefentation,  are  re- 
newed every  fix  months  ;  and  the  frequent  journies  and  public  meetings 
which  thefe  occafion,  feem  to  withdraw  the  attention  of  thefe  people, 
in  too  great  a  degree,  from  their  hufbandry.  0.  Laftly,  the  people  of 
Rhode-Ifland  are  fmgularly  illiterate.  Scarcely  has  the  whole  ifland  a 
fuigle  well-condu6led  free-fchool ;  fuch  is  the  oppofition  of  prejudice  to 
every  thing  of  this  natitre.  The  public  records  of  the  fmall  fiiate  of 
Rhode-Ifland  are  in  greater  difordcr  than  thofe  of  any  one  elfe ;  and 
this  difordcr  is  a  primary  caufe  of  the  ignorance  of  its  inhabitants :  fo 
that  all  their  defeats  in  the  refped:  of  knowledge,  are  plainly  to  be 
charged  to  the  mifconducft  of  their  rulers. 

The  price  of  land  varies,  throughout  this  illand,  from  five  and  twenty 
to  five  and  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  It  has  remained  the  fame  for  thefe  fix 
years ;  and  its  rife  fcems  to  be  prevented  by  the  exorbitant  price  of  la- 
bour. In  the  townfhip  of  Newport,  land  is  fold  fomewhat  dearer  than 
elfewhere. 

Approaching  Newport,  you  fee  the  heights  where  the  Englifli  long  re- 
mained, when  they  were  mailers  of  the  town.  They  fci  zed  thofe  hciahts 
at  the  moment  of  their  landing. 

Newport  is  accounted  the  chief  town  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Illand.  It 
is  the  moft  ancient ;  the  deputies  of  the  ftate  hold  their  aflemblies  in  it  : 
but  Providence  is  more  populous,  and  carries  on   a  more  confiderable 

3  S  trade. 
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trade.  Before  the  war,  there  were  in  Newport  ten  thoufand  inhabitants ; 
in  Providence,  not  more  than  one  thoufand.  Providence  now  contains 
leven  thoufand  ;  Newport,  but  five  thoufand  inhabitants.  Many  of  the 
richer  inhabitants  of  Newport  have  defertcd  it.  A  number  of  families  for- 
faking  this  town  in  the  time  of  the  revolution,  while  it  an  as  in  the  pof- 
felTion  of  the  Englifli,  retired  to  Providence,  and  fettling  there,  have 
never  fnice  been  induced  to  change  their  refidence.  Thofe,  on  the  other 
hand,  who  were  attached  to  the  caufc  of  England,  went  away  with  the 
Englifh  troops,  when  thefe  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  ifland.  Politi- 
cal diffentions,  which  long  diftra<5led  llhode-lfland,  contributed  farther 
to  this  defertion  of  Newport.  It  is  only  within  thefe  laft  two  or  three 
years,  that  its  trade  has  begun  to  revive;  It  has  twelve  veiTels  of  fome 
confiderable  biirthen,  engaged  in  the  trade  to  Europe;  two  or  thrce- 
which  fail  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  for  cargoes  of  negroes,  which  they 
bring  for  fale  to  Georgia  and  the  Weft-India  Ifies  ;  forty  more,  which 
are  employed  in  the  coafting-tradc,  and  fail  only  for  the  colonies.  The 
coafting-trade  is  that  which  the  people  of  this  town  chiefly  prefer. 
The  amount  of  the  exports  from  Newport  was,  in  ]  791,  of  the  value  of 
two  hundred  and  feventeen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  dol- 
lars ;  in.  1  792j  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  three  hundred  and.thirty- 
ieven  dollars;  in  1793,  two  hundred  and forty-feven  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  ;  in  1  704,  three  hiuidred  and  elcA-en  thoufand  one 
himdred  and  ninety-five  dollars;  in  1795,  three  hundred  and  fcNcnteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  dollars. 

Barley  is  the  principal  article  of  agricultural  produce,  which  it  fur-  ■ 
niihes  for  exportation.  The  illes  of  Connanicut,  Patience,  and  a  third 
that  lies  in  the  bay,  are  ufually  fown  with  corn,  in  preference  to  any  other - 
article  of  crop.  Some  little  wood  from  that  part  of  the  ftatc  which  is 
contiguous  to  the  main-land,  as  well  as  in  an  adjacent  part  of  Mafla- 
chufetts ;  and  large  quantities  of  flax,  an  article  much  cultivated  here ; 
are  annually  exported  out  of  Newport,  The  barley  exported  from  Rhodc- 
Ifland,  is  freighted  rather  on  board  the  fliips  from  Providence,  than  in 
thofe  from  Newport.     The  Ihips  from  Providence  carry  it  chiefly  into 
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the  fbuthern  ftates,  from  which  they  bring,  in  return,  other  cargoes, 
either  to  fome  port  in  the  United  States,  to  Europe,  or  to  the  Weft- 
India  Illes. 

The  houfea  of  Newport  are  almoft  all  very  fmall,  and  miferably  bad : 
they  are  of  wood,  and  not  painted.  In  the  town,  every  thing  wears  the 
appearance  of  decay  ;  but  the  harbour  has  a  Ihew  of  opulence  and  aftive 
commerce.  The  vicinity  of  the  fea,  tlie  ipacioufnefs  and  fecurity  of  the 
road,  its  eafmefs  of  accefs,  and  its  convenient  fituation,  render  it  a  very 
commodious  llielter  for  vefTels  going  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  main- 
land of  America,  towards  the  northern,  or  from  the  north  fouth wards.  It 
IS  indeed  more  frequented  than  any  other  port,  by  foreign  fhips.  New- 
port, with  all  thefe  advantages,  feems  to  be  naturally  deftined  to  become 
a  harbour  for  Ihips  of  war,  whenever  the  United  States  fliall  ailume  the 
confcquence  of  a  Naval  Power.  It  will  then,  no  doubt,  be  more  care- 
fully fortified,  than  at  prcfent.  A  fort  on  Goat-Ifland,  and  a  battery  on 
the  oppofite  fliorc,  are  the  only  means  of  defence  which  it  poffeifes  at 
prefent,  and  are  certainly  inadequate  to  prote6l  its  entrance.  The  firft 
power  with  which  the  States  fliould  be  at  war,  would  find  thefe  unable 
to  oppofe  any  naval  force  which  it  fliould  fend  to  occupy  the  harbour. 
Goat-Ifland  has  been  ceded  by  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  to  the  United 
States. 

In  Rhode-Ifland  there  is  the  fame  freedom  of  religious  worfhip  and 
opinions,  as  in  Pennlylvania.  Baptifts  and  Quakers  are  the  moft  prevail- 
ing fe6ls ;  but  the  people  in  general,  in  this  illand,  are  far  from  being 
religious  overmuch.  In  the  whole  illand,  which  is  fifteen  miles  long  and 
three  miles  broad,  there  is  no  church,  except  at  Newport ;  and  to  this  the 
country-people  do  not  refort  above  four  times  in  the  year.  The  people 
of  this  ftate  are  reputed  to  be  indolent,  quarrelfome,  and  litigious.  Thefe 
faults  of  character,  if  juftly  imputed,  are  fufficlent  to  account  for  their 
poverty.  There  is  fald  to  be  a  great  uncertainty  of  .political  opinions  in 
Rhode-Ifland :  they  were  not  unfavourable  to  the  abominable  tyranny 
of  Robefpierre ;  they  are  far  lefs  friendly  to  France  fince  the  guilt  of 
that  tyranny  has  been  fupprefled,  and  order  reftored.     Before  the  v.ar, 
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there  were  many  opulent  inhabitants  in  Rhode-Illand :  at  prefent,  only 
the  ruins  of  their  houfes,  and  the  traces  of  their  former  inclofurcs,  re- 
main to  be  feen.  The  houfes  are  either  defolate,  or  are  inhabited  in 
their  leafl:  ruinous  parts,  by  people  who,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  capitals,  their  diflike  to  labour,  and  many  other  reafons,  are  much 
inferior  in  condition  to  the  people  of  the  other  parts  of  New  England. 

In  the  high-church  of  Newport,  there  is  a  monument  credted  by  the 
order  of  Louis  the  fixteenth,  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay.  He.v/as 
commander  of  the  fleet  which  conveyed  M.  Rochambeau  and  the 
French  army  to  America.  He  died  at  Newport  in  the  year  1  780.  The 
infcription  is  in  a  very  fmiple  flyle,  and  ipeaks  very  much  in  honour  of 
M.  de  Ternay. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Iiland  is  very  proud  of  haA'ing  given  birth  to  Ge- 
neral Green,  one  of  the  greatefh,  if  not  abfolutely  the  greateft,  of  Ame- 
rican generals.  He  was,  by  birth,  a  Quaker,  and  was  a  refpedlable 
trader  in  Newport.  But,  for  the  fake  of  liberty,  he  quickly  llaook  off 
the  prejudices  of  his  feft,  and  abandoned  his  bufinefs.  He  went,  in  the 
very  beginning  of  the  w^ar,  to  contend  againfh  Britifh  oppreflion.  In  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  memorable  war,  there  was  not  a  battle,  not  a  Ikiir- 
mifli,  in  which  Green  did  not  diftlngulfli  himfelf  by  fignal  valour,  and 
extraordinary  military  talents.  His  foimd  and  difcernlng  mind  rendered 
often  the  moft  important  fervices  in  the  Council.  Ho  is,  above  all,  fa- 
mous for  his  expedition  into  the  fouthern  ftates,  in  the  year  l/Sl.  At 
the  head  ot  a  fmall  force  of  not  more  than  one  thoufand  or  one  thoufand 
one  hundred  men,  fcarcely  clad,  raw,  arid  animated  by  nothing  fo  much 
as  by  their  confidence  in  General  Green  perfonally  ;  he,  by  a  >-arictv  of 
the  moft  fkillul  ftratagems,  and  plans  of  annoyance,  and  by  the  exertion 
of  extraordinary  courage,  forced  the  Englilh  to  retire  gradually  from  the 
provinces  of  Upper  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  almoft  all  South  Caro- 
lina ;  delivering  the  injured,  harralfed,  and  fcattered  inhabitants  of  thofe 
defolated  territories,  from  the  mifery  and  oppreffion  under  which  they 
had  long  groaned.  He  reftorcd  the  unhappy  fugitives  to  their  habita- 
tions, and  compelled  the  Englifla  to  retire  into  York  and  Charlcftown, 

where 
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where  they  were  foon  finally  vanquifhed  by  the  joint  arms  of  the  French 
and  Americans.  Green,  no  lefs  humane  in  viftory,  than  brave  and  en~ 
terprifing  in  warfare,  {lained  his  triumph  with  no  atrocities,  notwlth- 
ftanding  the  provoking  example  vvliich  had  been  fct  by  the  Englifn.  He 
was  the  ardent  friend  of  liberty,  without  laying  afide,  on  this  account, 
ail  refped  to  natural  juftice  and  humanity.  His  whole  life  was  fpent  in 
a  continued  train  of  virtuous  actions.  After  thefe  illuftrioiis  deeds  in  the 
field,  he  was  hailed  as  the  deliverer  of  the  fouthern  Hates,  and  received  the 
thanks. of  the  Congrefs.  He  died  within  a  few  years  after  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  American  freedom.  The  Congrefs  ereAed,  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,  a  monument  in  honour  of  his  patriotifm,  his  virtues,  and  his 
talents ;  and  in  fo  doing,  gratified  the  earnefc  defire  of  all  true-hearted 
Americans. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  had,  likewife,  another  eminent  perfbn^ 
whofe  military  talents  and  valorous  activity  diftinguifhed  him,  on  the 
one  hand,  though  not  fo  much  as  did  his  notorious  perfidy  and  bafenefs 
on  the  .other.  This  was  the  traitor  A****"*.-|-  He  was,  before  the 
war,  a  trader  and  dealer  m  cattle,  as  I  have  been  affured.  He  efpoufed^ 
with  great  ardour,  the  caufe  of  his  native  country.  He  quickly  diftin- 
guilhed  himfelf  by  the  expedition  into  Canada,  and  by  that  famous  and 
daring  march  through  the  weftern  parts  of  the  province  of  Maine  to  the 
river  of  St.  Lorenzo,  a  traft  which  had  been,  hitherto,  accounted  inac- 
ceffible  to  an  army.  A*****  was  one  of  the  inferior  commanders  un- 
der General  Gates,  and  had  a  &are  in  the  glory  of  the  fortunate  day  of 
Saratoga.  In  many  engagements,  previous  to  the  great  and  decifive 
events  of  that  day,  he  had  greatly  dlfbinguifhed  himfelf.  Soon  after,  the 
unprincipled  A*****;,  being  corrupted  by  Englifh  gold,  to  his  eternal  in- 
famy, became,  towards  the  elofe  of  a  war  in  which  he  had  fo  gallantly 
fought,  the  worfl  enemy  of  his  native  country.  He  defired,  no  doubt, 
to  preferve  his  rank,  and  expected  as  much,  as  was  clear  from  the  confi- 
dence with  which  he  folicited  it.     But  the  Englifh  government,  though 

t  A*****  is,  however,  weH  known  to  have  been  a  native  of  Norwich,  in  Connec- 
ticut.— TranJIator, 

they 
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they  could  avail  therafelves  of  treachery,  abhorred  the  traitor.  A***** 
lives  vi-ith  a  large  or  a  fmall  penfion,  God  knows  in  w^hat  corner  of  Eng- 
land, covered  with  ignominy,  and  aware,  that  his  name  is  never  pro- 
nounced by  his  fellow-countrymen  without  abhorrence,  and  that  he 
muft  ever  be  detelted  as  the  treacherous,  though  unfuccefsful  betrayer  of 
American  freedom.  "  What  will  the  Americans  do  to  me,  if  I  fall  into 
their  hands?"  faid  he  once  to  a  prifoner.  "They  will  take  away  that 
leg  from  you,  which  you  broke  in  their  fervice,"  and  bury  it  honour- 
ably," anfwercd  the  prifoner,  "  then,  by  the  other,  they  will  hang  you 
up  as  a  traitor." 

After  ipending  an  evening  at  the  houfe  of  Samuel  Elem  in  the  coun- 
try, and  after  halting  for  an  hour  in  Newport,  I  went  gladly  on  board  a 
fchooner  belonging  to  Bofton,  to  take  my  paiiagc  to  Providence.  I  was 
to  return  within  the  fpace  of  two  days  from  that  town  ;  as  I  exj>e(5lcd  my 
horfe  to  arrive  within  this  time ;  and  propofed  then  to  proceed  towards 
New  London,  along  the  great  bay  by  which  Rhode-Illand  is  feparated 
from  the  main-land.  The  wind,  though  fair  when  we  fet  fail,  veered 
about  within  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  fo  that  we  were  -forced  to  return  to 
Newport,  after  having  been  three  hours  tacking  about  at  fea,  without 
advancing  two  miles  on  our  voyage.  L  pafTed  the  reft  of  the  day  in 
Newport,  with  my  friend  Samvicl  Elem,  the  beft  of  Quakers,  and  the 
worthieft  of  men.  He  is  a  bachelor,  rich,  fond  of  trade,  and  of  rural 
•life. 

BRISTOL.— WARRE  N. 

Worthy  Samuel  Elem  ftiU  infifted  upcn  doing  the  honours  of  the 
country  towards  me.  On  Saturday,  the  21th,  he  conduilcd  me  to  the 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  where  I  might  obtain  a  paflage  to  Briilol.  His 
politenefs  was  joined  to  an  engaging  fimplicity  of  manners,  extremely 
different  from  that  rougbnefs  and  drynefs  of  addrefs,  whlcii  arc  ufually 
attributed  to  the  Quakers. 

Although  I  traveWed  by  a  way  different  from  that  by  \sliich  I  had  en- 
tered the  ifland,  yet  I  could  perceive  no  rcraarlcable  di\  erlity,   in  cither 

the 
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the  appearance  of  the  dwelling-houfes,  the  cultivation  of  the  foil,  or  the 
general  character  of  the  hufbandry.  The  profpeil  of  the  bay,  of  the 
iflets  with  which  it  is  interfperfed,  and  the  main-land  contiguous  to  the 
bay,  is  extremely  pleafnig.  The  paffage  from  the  ifland  to  Briftol  is  a 
mile  in  breadth  ;  it  is  croffcd  in  a  ferry-boat  with  a  fuigle  fail ;  it  is  large, 
deep,  and  fecure  :  the  only  inconvenience  attending  it  is,  that  horfes  can- 
not be  eafiiy  brought  on  board  it ;  my  horfc  was  confiderably  hurt  in  the- 
attempt. 

On  the  oppofite  fliore,  as  far  as  to  Warren,  a  diftancc  of  fix  or  fevea' 
miles,  the  land  is  more  fandy,  and  more  ftony,  than  in  the  Ifland:  but^ 
it  yields  great  quantities  of  fruit  and  of  pulfe,  that  is  reputed  to  be  of 
very  excellent  quality. 

Briflol  is  a  fmall  fea-port  tov^n  lying  on  the  bay.  It  carries  on  fome 
trade  to  the  Antilles.  In  the  year  1775,  the  houfes  were  almoft  all 
burnt  to  the  ground  by  Captain  ****,  who  commanded  a  fmall  Englifli. 
fquadron.  They  have  been  rebuilt,  and  are  now  more  numerous  than 
before  that  difafter. 

Warren  is  nearly  flich  another  port-town  as  Briftol  ;  eight  or  ten  fhips 
a  year  are  built  in  it.  Barrington,  another  fmall  fea-port  town,  which 
is  divided  from  Warren  only  by  a  river  of  its  own  name,  was  begun  to 
be  built  in  the  year  1769,  and  confifts  now  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  good  houfes.  Some  few  merchants  refide  in  thefe  three  fea-port; 
towns;  but  the  fhips  belonging  to  them  are  for  the  mofl  part  employed 
in  the  trade  from  Providence.  Thefe  fmall  villages  are  much  better 
built  than  Newport.  The  value  of  land  has  rifen  here  to  at  leaft  three 
times  as  much  as  it  formerly  was,  according  to  an  efiiimate  founded  upon, 
the  prefent  amount  of  the  taxes. 

Two  miles  beyond  Warren,  the  road  turns  to  Providence  in  Maffa- 
chufetts.  The  land  is  there,  for  feveral  miles,  fo  fandy  and  boggy,  that 
no  ftones  can  be  found  for  fences.  On  the  other  hand,  wood  is  fo  fcarce, 
and  fo  collly,  that  it  can  as  little  be  applied  to  this  ufe  as  ftones.  Yet 
the  fields  are  enclofed  with  fences,  Vv'hich,  to  two-thirds  of  the  height, 
are  formed  of. turfs,  with  crofs-bars  of  timber  above.     In  other  places 

where 
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where  flones  are  not  fo  fcarce,  the  fences  are  formed  one-half  of  lloncs, 
one  half  of  wood. 

I  know  not  whether  it  might  be,  that  the  information  whicli  I  re- 
ceived in  Newport,  imprefled  mc  with  unfavourable  prejudices  againft  the 
people  of  Ilhodc-Ifland :  but  1  could  not  help  thinking,  that,  in  tlic 
Ihort  part  of  mv  wa)  which  now  led  through  the  ftate  of  Mallachufctts, 
I  recei\-ed  much  more  obliging  anfwcrs  to  my  enquiries,  than  in  the  dil- 
tricl  which  I  had  left. 

I  had,  however,  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my  reception  with  Mosf.s 
Brow?},  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introdudion  from  William  Kiifli. 
He  lives  in  a  farm  not  far  from  the  upper  bridge  over  Deacon's  River,  on 
the  way  to  Providence.  Mofes  Brown  is  a  very  ftritSl  Quaker;  became 
a  Quaker  upon  convidion  ;  and  has  been  fuch  for  the  fpace  of  f(:)rty  years. 
He  acquired  a  confiderablc  fortune  in  trade,  of  which  he  has  refigned  the 
greater  part  to  his  fon  ;  and  he  himfelf  now  fn-es  in  quiet  ceflation  from 
bufmefs,  tranfafting  nothing  of  that  fort  upon  his  own  account.  Not- 
withflanding  the  rullic  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  he  feemed  to  be  a  very 
w^orthv  man.  He  prefled  mc  to  ilay  with  him  for  the  evening,  telling 
me,  that  he  did  not  aik  me  in  the  way  of  empty  compliment,  but  that 
if  he  had  not  dcfned  my  company,  he  would  not  have  given  me  the  in- 
litation.  I  cxcufed  myfelf,  by  mentioning,  that  as  I  had  but  very  little 
time  to  ipend  at  Providence,  and  as  the  weather,  though  generally  un- 
certain, Avas  now  fair,  I  muft,  therefore,  avail  myfelf  of  the  prefcnt  mo- 
ment, and  proceed  on  my  journey. 

The  cn\  irons  of  Providence  are  more  intercfting  than  thofe  of  New- 
port :  and  they  give  to  an  approaching  traveller,  very  favourable  ideas  of 
the  town  which  he  is  about  to  enter.  The  hill  at  the  foot  of  which  the 
town  lies,  and  over  which  you  muft  pafs  into  it,  is  interfered  into  two 
parts  by  a  paved  road,  which  has  a  flow  and  gentle  defcent.  The 
town  lies  on  both  fides  of  the  river:  a  well-conftruded  bridge  affords  a 
ready  communication  between  its  two  divifions.  Lofty,  well-built  and 
well-furnifhed  houfcs,  arc  numerous  in  this  town,  which  is  becoming 
continually  larger :  and  the  profped  of  an  cncreafc  of  wealth  and   po- 
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puloufnefs,  has  induced  the  inhabitants  to  fet  apart  a  confiderable  ex- 
tent of  the  adjacent  hill  for  new  buildings.  The  trade  of  Providence,  as 
I  mentioned  above,  is  four  or  five  times  as  great  as  that  of  Newport. 
Its  exports  are  partly  from  this  flate,  and  in  part  from  Maflachufetts  and 
Connedlicut.  A  dillillery,  perhaps  the  greateft  in  the  American  States, 
extenfive  manufacflures  of  nails  and  of  other  forged  iron-work,  contribute 
much  to  the  exportation  from  this  place. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  laft  year,  endeavours  have  been  made  to  intro- 
duce the  manufafture  of  cotton-yarn  and  fluffs  into  Providence.  The 
author  of  this  undertaking  fays,  that  he  finds  it  already  profitable :  But  I 
fliould  fufpe<5l  this  to  be,  rather  the  boaft  of  fanguine  expedation,  and  of 
felf-conceit,  than  the  a<5lual  truth  of  the  fads.  All  machines  in  America 
are  indeed  more  or  lefs  profitable :  but  the  machinery  which  requires 
workmen  to  be  employed  about  it,  is  by  no  means  to  be  compared  with 
that  of.  Europe,  where  a  truly  good  workman  gets  one-half  lefs  than  in 
America,  efpecially  in  its  fea-port  towns.* 

There  are  fome  Ihips  from  Providence  engaged  in  the  accurfed  traffic 
of  negroes,  in  contempt  of  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  by  which  it  has  been 
forbidden.  The  merchants  concerned  in  this  trade  perfuade  themfelves, 
that  Congrefs  cannot  alter  the  Conffcitution  ;  and  therefore  think,  that  in 
fpite  of  whatever  Congrefs  Ihall  order,  they  may  continue  the  flave-trade 
till  1808,  the  year  fixed  in  the  Conftitution  for  its  final  ceflation.  They 
allege  farther,  that  every  flate  poiTeffes  a  right  to  decide  for  itfelf  in  re- 
gard to  this  traffic ;  and  that  the  flate  of  Rhode-Ifland  has  not,  as  yet, 
made  any  enaAment  againft  it.  They  therefore  purchafe  negroes,  and 
carry  them  to  fale  in  Georgia,  where  there  is  no  prohibition  of  any  fort 
againft  the  trade.  Nearly  twenty  fhips  from  the  harbours  of  the  United 
States  are  employed  in  the  importation  of  negroes  to  Georgia,  and  to 
the  Weft-India  ifles. 

I  am  furprifed,  that,  while  there  is  fo  ftrong  and  general  a  difapproba- 
tion  of  this  whole  trade,  and  while  it  is  in  fuch  dired:  contradiction  to 

*  Farther  details  concerning  the  trade  of  this  place,  with  an  account  of  the  trade  and 
conftitution  of  Rhode-Ifland,  may  be  feen  in  the  journal  of  the  toui- of  1796. 
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the  Tpirit  of  freedom,  and  to  the  predomhiant  fentiments  throughout 
America,  Congrefs  fhould  ncgleft  to  intcrpofe,  and  entirely  fupprefs  it 
here.  I  was  informed,  that  this  is  about  to  happen  :  But  it  is  hkewife  to 
be  owned,  that  the  merchants  of  Rhode-Ifland  carry  on  the  flave-tradc 
in  a  way  lefs  ofFenfive  to  humanity,  than  that  in  which  it  is  condudted 
by  the  merchants  of  Europe.  They  take  but  one  negro  for  every  tori 
of  the  fliip  ;  while  the  Englifli  merchants,  it  is  faid,  take  from  one  and 
a  half  to  two  negroes  a  ton.  Even  in  fetters,  the  negroes  have  more 
room,  and  fuffer  lefs.  The  fhips  engaged  in  this  trade  are  ufually  not 
very  large ;  and  the  negroes,  as  1  was  affured,  commonly  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  dcfhination  in  good  health. 

There  goes  but  a  finglc  vcfl'el  from  Providence  to  the  whale-fifhery. 
Ill  fuccefs  has  occafioned  fome  others,  which  were  formerly  employed  iri 
the  fame  filliery,  to  be  withdrawn  from  it.  The  maritime  traffic  from 
Providence  is  principally  that  to  China,  and  to  Nootka  Sound.  The 
augmentation  of  the  number  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  this  port,  the  in- 
creafe,  and  the  improved  elegance  of  the  buildings,  is  more  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  growing  wealth  of  the  people  of  the  place,  than  of  any 
new  refort  of  foreigners  to  fettle  here. 

This  fmall  ftatc,  fituate  in  the  middle  of  New  England,  uitfers  much 
from  that  ftate,  by  peculiarity  of  cuftoms,  ufages,  and  opinions,  which, 
whether  good  or  bad,  have  neceffarlly  a  great  influence  upon  the  govern- 
ment. There  feems  to  be  a  general  defire  for  a  change  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  Rhode-Ifland. 

The  population  of  this  whole  ftate  amounts  to  about  fixty-elght  thou- 
fand  fouls.  The  highcft  amount  of  the  taxes  is  twenty-thoufand  dollars 
in  the  year.  When  it  is  confidercd,  that  the  Governor's  falary  is  only 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  and  two-thirds ;  and  that  the  members 
of  the  affcmbly  receive  no  falary  ;  this  moderate  fum  will  not  be  thought 
inadequate  to  the  purpofes  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  Newport  fur- 
niflics  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  dollars,  two-thirds  of  this 
fum  ;  and  Providence  contributes  feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars.  The  taxes  paid  by  the  country  are  nearly  equal  to  thofc  from 
the  towns.     There  arc  but  few  poor  to  be  maintained  by  public  charity, 
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in  this  llatc.  The  roads  are  repaired  by  the  common  labour  of  the  inha- 
bitants. No  extraordinary  expence  is  ever  apphed  to  the  improvement 
of  the  roads.  The  ftate  is  fo  fmall,  that  thefe  people  give  themfelves  very 
little  .concern  about  highways.  In  travelling,  they  call  the  roads  good  or 
bad,  without  farther  care.  When  there  is  any  thing  of  indifpenfible  ne- 
ceffity  to  be  done  to  them,  they  then  raife  a  voluntary  fubfcription  to  ac- 
complifli  it. 

The  number  of  people  really  opulent  in  this  ftate,  is  not  confidcrable  ; 
nor  is  the  number  m.uch  greater  of  thofe  who  afFeift  the  appearance  of 
wealth  ;  for  this  laft  is  prevented  by  the  democratical  fpirit  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  by  the  tone  of  public  opinion  throughout  the  country.  There 
are,  befides,  certain  taxes  impofed,  particularly  upon  thofe  who  live  in  a 
fumptuous  ftyle.  There  is  in  Providence  a  college  for  the  education  of 
.  youth  in  the  different  branches  of  learning ;  but  fo  far  is  it  from  being 
very  eminent  or  in  high  reputation,  that  they  who  wifh  to  give  their 
children  a  good  education,  fend  them  to  Maffachufetts  or  Cormedlicut. 
The  funds  for  the  fupport  of  this  college  were  beftowed  chiefly  by  Bap- 
tifts ;  in  confequence  of  which  it  is  fettled,  that  the  prefident,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  other  teachers  muft  belong  to  that  religion  ;  and  they 
are,  therefore,  chiefly  young  perfons  of  the  Baptifl  fecH:  who  are  educated 
in  it.  The  Quakers  are  not  much  in  favour  here.  They  have  an  aufte- 
rity  in  their  appearance,  an  extravagance  in  their  principles,  and  an  oddity 
in  their  cuftoms,  and  even  in  their  drefs,  which,  in  my  opinion,  differ 
widely  and  difadvantageoufly  from  the  amiable  fimplicity  of  the  charadler 
and  manners  of  the  Quakers  of  Philadelphia. 

But  here,  as  elfewhere,  the  Quakers  ftrongly  difapprove  of  flavery,  and 
of  the  traffic  in  negroes.  On  this  account  they  are  looked  on  with  an 
evil  eye  by  the  flave  owners ;  becaufe  the  fmallnefs  of  the  ftate  renders  it 
exceedingly  eafy  for  the  flaves  receiving  any  encouragement  to  that  effeiil, 
to  make  their  efcape  from  their  mafters. 

In  Providence  there  are  fome  rich  merchants,  who  expend  their  wealth 
by  living  in  a  confiderabiy  fumptuous  ftyle.  Such  are  Meffrs.  Clark 
and  Nightingale.  1  had  a  letter  of  introdudlion  to  them.  The  former 
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received  mc  very  hofpltably,  and  feemed  to  be  a  man  of  found  intelli- 
gence, and  confiderable  information.  By  him  I  was  introduced  to  an 
inhabitant  of  the  town,  who  had  lately  returned  from  France.  This 
man  fpoke  ftrongly  againft  the  revolution,  and  the  crimes  to  which  it 
had  given  birth.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  related,  that  at  the  Caftle  of 
Vincennes,  he  had  obtained  an  excellent  bargain  of  the  property  of  an 
emigrant,  and  named  others  who  had  been  as  great  gainers  as  he,  by  the 
profcriptions  and  confifcations  ;  I  know  not  the  gentleman's  name  ;  if  I 
did,  I  fliould  think  it  my  duty  to  make  it  public. 

The  richeft  merchant  in  Providence  is  John  Brown,  brother  to- 
Mofes  Brown,  the  Quaker  above  mentioned.  In  one  part  of  the  town 
he  has  accomplillied  things  that,  even  in  Europe,  would  appear  confi- 
derable. At  his  own  expence  he  has  opened  a  pafTage  through  a  hill  to 
the  river,  and  has  there  built  wharfs,  houfes,  an  extenfive  diftillery,  and 
even  a  bridge,  by  which  the  road  from  Newport  to  Providence  is  lliort- 
ened  by  at  leafl  a  mile.  He  has  fold  many  of  his  houfes.  At  his  wharfs 
are  a  number  of  vefTels,  which  are  conftantly  receiving  or  dlfcharging 
cargoes.  In  his  diftillery  he  maintains  a  great  number  of  oxen,  the  la- 
bour of  which  is  extremely  ufefvil,  and  a  great  faving  of  expence  to  him. 
I  had  no  letter  of  introdudlion  to  him ;  and  my  flay  in  Providence  was 
too  Ihort  to  admit  of  my  becoming  acquainted  with  him.  I  exceedingly 
regretted  to  find  myfelf  obliged  to  leave  the  town,  without  converfing 
with  a  man,  the  extent  of  whofe  eftablilhments,  and  the  fuccels  of  whofe 
trade,  evince  him  to  be  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  intelligence  and  en- 
largement of  mind. 

At  Providence,  and  throughout  the  whole  ftate,  the  produce  of  the 
land  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  ifland.  It  yields  of  maize  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  bufhels  an  acre,  and  of  other  produce  in  proportion.  There 
are  two  churches  in  Providence,  one  for  Anabaptifts,  anotlier  for  Prefby- 
terians.  They  are  diftinguifhed  for  the  neatnefs  and  fimplicity  in  their 
llrufture  and  decorations. 

The  v^^agcs  to  fliip-carpcnters  and  other  labourers  are  nearly  the  fame 
in  Newport  and  Providence,  as  in  New  Bedford.  But  negroes  are  almoit 
the  only  fervaftts  to  be  feen. 

The 
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The  ftate  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  particularly  the  ifland,  have  fufFered 
a  confiderable  lofs  of  population  by  emigration  to  the  newly  occupied 
lands,  and  in  particular  to  Canada.  Fewer  in  proportion  have  gone  from 
Maffachufetts  than  from  this  ftate.  Befides,  Maffachufetts  is  receiving 
a  continual  influx  of  new  inhabitants.  There  are  banks  in  both  thefe 
ftates.  That  of  Newport  is  of  recent  eredlion.  Its  notes  are  generally 
for  one  dollar  each. 

SCITUATE  AND  FISH'S  TAVERN. 

Scituate  Is  a  townfhip.  Fifli's  Tavern,  where  I  paffed  Sunday,  is  at 
the  diftance  of  twenty-fix  miles  from  the  town.  The  road  thither,  leads 
over  hills,  is  ftony,  rugged,  and  indeed  as  bad  as  a  road  can  poffibly  be. 
The  farther  you  proceed  on  the  way  from  the  Providence,  fo  much  the 
more  barren  is  the  appearance  of  the  foil,  and  fo  much  poorer  and  more 
unfrequent  are  the  dwelling-houfes.  There  is  an  extenfive  tra6l  of  wood, 
coniifting  chiefly  of  dwarfifti,  oaks,  firs,  and  birches..  The  meadows  are 
indifferent,  and  unimproved  by  culture  ;  yet  fome  pretty  good  cattle  are 
to  be  feen  upon  them.  Sometimes  thefe  meadows  open  in  the  midfl:  of 
the  wood  ;  in  other  inflances  they  are  only  adjacent  to  it.  Some  of  the 
iinall  rivers  put  in  motion  faw-mills,  and  iron- works,  which  have  been 
erected  upon  them ;  yet  all  has  an  air  of  poverty  and  meannefs.  Some 
beautiful  vales  are  feen  as  one  travels  along  .this  road.  The  weather  is  fb 
rainy,  that  even  the  worfl  meadows  difplay  an  extraordinary  luxuriance 
of  grafs  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I  found  there  Mr.  Trumbull,  a  member 
of  Congrefs,  who  was  on  a  journey  with  his  family.  I  had  feen  him  once 
before  in  Philadelphia. 

NORWICH  AND  NEW  LONDON. 

After  paffing  Fifh's  Tavern,  I  found  my  way  not  quite  fo  bad,  for  about 
feven  miles  farther,  fliill  within  the  territory  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  through 
a  traft  of  country  nearly  flmilar  to  that  by  which  I  had  come  hither. 
When  I  had  entered  the  confines  of  Connedicut,  I  found  both  the  land 
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and  the  roads  In  a  better  condition.  On  the  borders  the  foil  is  nearly 
the  fame,  hut  in  a  better  flate  of  cultivation.  The  houfes,  indeed,  arc 
not  greatly  better.  Yet  both  thefe  and  the  fields,  the  farther  you  ad- 
^■ance,  aiTume  a  more  advantageous  appearance.  There  are  a  good  many 
ftreams  of  moderate  breadth  ;  and  though  along  the  whole  road  the  land 
be  light  and  fandy,  yet  the  hay-ftacks  are  freq-acnt  and  large,  and  the 
number  of  the  cattle  muft,  of  courfe,  be  confiderable.  At  Norwich  are 
a  number  of  mills,  forges,  and  faw-works.  This  fmall  town  lies  on  a' 
creek  or  river,  which  falls  into  the  river  Thames,  juft  where  that  river 
begins  to  be  navigable.     The  harbour  lies  at  about  two  miles  diitance. 

From  Norwich  to  New  London  the  foil  is  better,  though  ftill  light. 
The  furface  of  the  country  is  divcrfified  by  feveral  vales,  through  which 
various  fmall  rivers,  creeks,  and  ftreamlcts,  difchavgc  their  waters  into  the 
Thames.  Clumps  of  trees,  like  thofe  in  England,  are  fcattercd  over  all 
the  fields.  The  profpe6t  is  not  extenfive,  but  fmiling  ajnd  agrccal^le. 
The  houfes  are  larger,  and  more  handfomely  decorated.  The  inhabitants 
are  better  clad,  and  make  as  good  an  appearance  as  thofe  of  Maffachu- 
fctts.  One  part  of  the  road  is  in  a  very  good  ftate  of  repair,  and  a  toll  is 
exafted  for  horfcs  and  waggons  paffing  along  it.  The  navigation  of  the 
river  admits  veflels  of  an  hundred  tons  burthen  to  come  up  as  far  as 
Norwich  ;  and  this,  with  the  trade  of  New  London,  gives  an  air  of  acti- 
vity and  animation  to  the  whole  country  adjacent.  You  enter  the  town 
by  a  paflagc  cut  over  the  declivity  of  a  hill ;  perhaps  lefs  carefully  finillicd 
than  that  at  Providence,  yet  not  precipitous,  and  far  from  being  bad. 

New  London  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  at  two  miles  diftance  from 
the  fca.  Its  principal  ftreet  is  a  mile  in  length.  The  houfes  do  not 
ftand  clofe  together ;  but  the  intervals  between  them  are  fmall,  and  are 
every  day  more  and  more  filled  up  with  new  buildings.  An  adjacent 
llreet,  running  parallel  to  the  main  flreet,  contains  feveral  confiderable 
and  handfomc  houfes.  New  London  was  burnt  in  the  year  1/81,  by 
the  Englifii,  under  the  direction  of  the"  ********  Arnold  ;  and  the  da- 
mage done  on  that  occafion  was  equal  to  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars.  It  is  at  prefent  among  the  towns  of  the  fourth  order  ;  and 
though  it  be  environed  with  rocks,  its  afpe<ft  is  fufficicntly  agreeable. 

New 
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New  London  is  reckoned  the  principal  fea-port  town  in  Connedlicut. 
The  anchorage  is  fafe ;  the  depth  of  water  confiderable ;  the  entrance- 
difficult.  The  harbour  is  proteded  by  the  two  forts  of — Grefworth,  on 
the  eaft  banks  of  the  Tiiames, — and  Trumbull,  on  the  oppofite  bank  on 
which  the  town  ftands.    1  faw  only  the  latter,  which  is  in  a  bad  condition. 

But,  attention  to  thefe  fortifications  is  the  lefs  neceflary,  on  account 
of  the  fmallncfs  of  the  river.  Ships  belonging  to  Norwich  take  in  their 
cargoes  at  New  London ;  thofe  which  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty 
tons  burthen,  take  their  lading  in  Connecticut  river,  at  Newhaven. 

In  regard  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  diftridl  of  NewLondon  lately  extended 
to  Connecticut  river.  The  reprefentations  of  the  merchants  on  the  latter 
river,  to  the  lafl  feffion  of  Congrefs,  procured  the  port  of  this  river  to  be 
erc(5led  into  a  new  commercial  diftridl ;  and  the  diftrid:  of  New  London 
to  be  limited  to  the  ports  of  New  London,  Norwich,  and  Stonington,  a 
fmall  port  on  the  river  Stoneg,  in  that  part  of  Connedlicut  which  is  adja- 
cent to  Rhode-lfland.  The  diflrid;  of  New  London  employs,  at  prefent^ 
about  fix  thoufand  tons  of  fliipping  in  the  foreign  trade,,  an  equal  quan- 
tity in  the  coafting  trade,  and  fix  or  feven  fmall  veflels  which  belong  to 
Stonington,  and  are  engaged  in  the  capture  of  ftock  fiflies.  The  veffels 
belonging  to  the  foreign  trade  are,  at  an  average,  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  tons  burthen  each.  Thofe  in  the  coafting  trade  are  veflels  of  eighty 
tons.  The  exports  from  New  London  were,  in  the  year  1  791,  five  hun- 
dred and  eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  in  value ; 
in  1792,  five  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars;  in  1793,  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  dollars;  in  17Q-lj  five  hundred  and  fixty-thrce  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  fixty-eight  dollars;  in  1795,  five  hundred  and 
feventeen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars. 

The  exports  from  New  London  are  fent,  almoft  all,  to  the  Weft  In- 
dia ifles.  They  confift  of  horfes,  dried  beef  and  pork,  mules,  fowls,  cat- 
tle of  all  forts,  beans  and  peafc,  timber,  butter,  cheefe,  and  fait  fi/la.  Thefe 
articles  are  named  here  in  the  order  of  the  quantities  in  which  they  are 
exported :  that  of  which  there  is  the  greateft  proportion  exported,  being 
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named  firlt;  and  that  lafl,  of  which  the  exportatioa  is  the  fmalleft. 
Horfes  and  black  cattle  are  reared  in  great  numbers  in  this  ftate-; 
but  a  great  proportion  of  thofe  which  are  hence  exported,  come  from 
the  northern  flates  of  New  York,  Vermont,  New  Hampfhire,  and  Maffa- 
chufetts. 

The  negligence  of  the  merchants  of  Albany,  which  fuffcrs  a  profitable 
trade  to  be  carried  away  from  them  ;  and  the  adlivlty  of  the  failors  and 
merchants  of  New  London,  in  lading  and  unlading  their  veflels;  are  the 
principal  caufes  which  enable  the  people  of  this  port  to  engrofs  fo  much  of 
a  traffic  fo  advantageous.  It  is  affirmed,  that  though  the  cattle  be  crowded 
together  in  the  veflels,  to  an  incredible  number,  not  one  out  of  an  hun- 
dred dies  in  the  paflage.  The  fhip-owner  fupplies  the  fodder,  which 
is  always  the  beft  that  can  be  procured.  The  captain  has  a  certain 
monthly  hire,  but  no  iliare  in  the  profits  of  the  freight ;  only,  when  he  is 
intrulled  with  the  charge  of  the  fale  in  the  iflands,  he  then  receives  five 
per  cent  commiffion. 

All  the  cattle  exported  from  Norwich,  and  often  alfo  thofe  from  Con- 
necticut River,  come  by  land  to  New  London,  and  are  there  put  on 
board  fuch  veflxls  as  are  ready  to  receive  them.  Salted  pork  and  beef,  but- 
ter and  cheefe,  are  likewife  exported  from  this  harbour,  in  large  quan- 
tities, to  the  other  flates.  Many  of  the  fliips  which  convey  thefe  cargoes, 
take  returning  cargoes  to  Europe,  or  to  the  colonies.  The  whole  expor- 
tation to  Europe  confifls  of  not  more  than  a  dozen  flaip's  cargoes  a  year, 
which  go  to  England  or  Ireland,  and  confift  of  wood,  lint-feed,  potatoes, 
pearl-afhes,  and  fiimac,  which  a  merchant  of  this  port  prepares  for  ex- 
portation, by  an  invention  of  his  own,  for  the  fole  benefit  of  which  he 
enjoys  a  patent  right  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years.  The  fiimac  grows  in 
great  plenty  on  the  uncleared  grounds.  It  is  firft  cut  into  fmall  pieces, 
and  dried,  then  reduced  to  a  coarfe  powder,  and  in  this  condition  applied 
to  the  purpofes  of  dyeing.  It  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  dollars  and 
one-third  a  barrel ;  and  for  thefe  laft  two  years  there  have  been  exported 
not  lefs  than  two  thoufand  barrels  a  year. 

As  to  the  fifhery,  the  places  where  the  fifhes  are  taken,   is  at  fuch  a 
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dillancc,  that  the  fifhes  cannot  be  brought  to  New  London  to  be  dried. 
This  bufinefs  is  carried  on  between  the  iiles  adjacent  to  the  province  of 
Maine,  and  the  coafts  of  Labrador ;  but,  for  ready  fale,  the  fifli  is  brought 
to  New  London,  and  thence  to  the  colonics,  and  to  New  York  or  Bofton* 
The  vefTels  are  then  freighted,  ufually  to  the  colonies,  rarely,  if  ever,  to 
Europe.  The  merchants  of  Conne6licut  have  not  fufficient  capital  to 
enable  them  to  await  the  flow  return  of  money  from  the  trade  to  Eu- 
rope. The  cargoes  fent  from  Conned:icut,  are  almoft  all  dcftined  for 
Bofton  or  New  York.     There  arc,  however,  fome  exceptions. 

The  veflels  of  this  port  do  not  all  belong  to  the  merchants  of  New 
London.  Some  of  them  arc  the  property  of  merchants  belonging  to 
Hartford  and  New  York.  Few  merchants  in  Conned:icut  trade  to  the 
extent  of  more  than  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  even  including  with  their 
capital,  their  credit,  which,  indeed,  does  not  go  far.  The  capital  of  the 
merchants  experiences  here  a  much  fmaller  annual  augmentation,  than 
in  any  other  port  of  America.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  laft  years,  it  has 
increafed  about  a  fifth  part ;  and  in  this  increment  is  included  the  im- 
provement and  increafe  of  the  buildings  of  the  town.  I  received  all  thefe 
particulars  of  information  from  Mr.  Huntington,  colleftor  of  the  cuf- 
toms  for  this  port ;  a  man  of  integrity,  difcernment,  and  corre6l  infor- 
mation. 

The  beft  land  in  the  whole  diftridl,  which  lies  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town,  does  not  coft  more  than  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  Its 
average  rate  is  one-third  more  than  in  Rhode-Ifland,  including  tl:e  ifle. 
The  price  of  labour  is  alfo  higher  here.  Labourers  in  hufbandry  receive 
here  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  a  day,  or  from  thirteen  to  fourteen  dollars  a 
month.  The  winter,  or  the  time  in  which  the  cattle  rauft  be  fupplicd 
with  dry  fodder,  lafts  from  four  months  and  a  half  to  five  months.  Many 
of  the  farmers  never  houfe  their  cattle.  There  is,  on  this  account,  a  want 
of  ftalls  and  cow-houfes  ;  but  the  more  opulent  farmers  are  inore  careful 
of  their  cattle  in  the  winter. 

New  London  contains  four  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  has  a  bank  that 
was  eflablifhed  in  the  year  1782,  and  of  which  the  capital  is  fifty  thou- 
land  dollars.     It  has,  however,  been  augmented  by  other  fifty  thoufand 
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dollars.  The  management  is  the  fame  as  that  ot"  the  bank  at  Hartford, 
but  I  am  not  able  to  explain  it.  The  notes  are  for  a  dollar.  The  divi- 
dend upon  the  capital  is  three  and  a  half  and  four  per  cent.,  payable 
half  yearly.  New  London  is  the  principal  town  of  the  county  ot  the 
fame  name.  It  contains  about  thirty-five  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom 
five  hundred  are  Haves. 

CHELSEA. 

Proceeding  from  New  London  to  Hartford,  I  was  obliged  to  travel 
back,  by  the  way  of  Norwich.  But  inftcad  of  palling  that  town,  I 
went  by  its  fea-port,  which  is  named  Chclfea,  and  is  faid  to  lie  at  the 
dillance  of  two  miles  from  the  moll:  populous  part  of  the  town  of  Nor- 
wich. The  river,  which  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Quinaboug 
and  the  Shctuckct,  begins  here  to  take  the  name  of  the  Thames.  The 
Thames  is  faid  to  be  every  where  twelve  feet  deep,  and  is  here  about  an 
eighth  part  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  There  might  be  in  it,  as  I  paiTed, 
about  a  dozen  fchooners,  yachts,  and  brigs.  On  the  two  fides  of  the 
river  there  might  be  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  handfome  houfes. 
Some  of  thefe  houfes  were  of  a  very  good  appearance  ;  and  there  was  a 
communication  between  the  two  fides  of  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge. 
A  mile  from  the  bridge  on  the  way  to  Norwich,  Quinaboug  is  fcen  to 
precipitate  itfelf  o\  er  fome  pretty  high  rocks,  with  a  catarad;  which  is 
well  worthy  of  being  fcen,  particularly  on  account  of  its  bold  precipi- 
tous fituation,  and  the  height  of  the  rocks  b}-  which  it  is  formed,  as  well 
as  on  account  of  the  uncommon  appearance  wdiich  is  occafioned  by  the 
fall  of  the  water. 

The  bank  of  Norwich,  which  was  cllabliflied  in  the  month  of  May 
1  7Q5,  is  formed  upon  the  fame  plan  as  that  of  Hartford.  Its  capital  con- 
fifts  of  from  fifty  thoufand  to  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars ;  for  by  the 
conftitution  of  the  bank,  it  may  be  augmented  from  the  fmalleft  to  the 
largcft  of  thefe  fums.  The  fliares  are  one  hundred  dollars  each ;  and 
the  notes,  of  which  there  have  not  yet  been  many  iiHicd,  arc  for  half  a 
dollar. 

Norwich 
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Norwich  and  Chclfea  contain,  together,  about  three  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. Mills  of  all  forts  are  fituatc  in  the  Aiicinity ;  and  their  bufmefs  is 
very  confiderablc. 

Between  Norwich  and  Lebanon,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Nor- 
wich, there  is  a  good  deal  of  wood  to  be  fcen.  Almoft  all  the  tops  of 
the  hills  are  covered  with  it.  The  declivities,  and  the  vales  within  view 
of  which  the  way  leads,  arc,  in  general,  under  cviltivation. 

LEBANON. 

In  Connedicut,  the  lands  are,  for  the  greater  part,  appropriated  a.t 
pafturage  for  cattle.  The  environs  of  Lebanon  yield  more,  in  this  way, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  State.  The  townfliip  lies  in  the  county  of 
Windham,  which  contains  about  twenty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants,  of 
whom  one  hundred  and  fixty  are  negroes.  The  population  of  Lebanon 
amounts  to  about  four  thoufand  fouls.  Thofe  houfcs,  which  are  fituated 
together,  may  be  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fixty ; 
they  lie  all  in  a  fingle  flreet,  which  is  between  two  and  three  hundred 
toifes  in  width,  and  ferves  as  a  fort  of  common  pafturc  for  the  cattle. 
The  houfes  are,  in  general,  fmall,  but  neat;  and,  if  they  exhibit  no  fhew 
of  affluence,  as  little  do  they  prefent  any  marks  of  the  wretchcdnefs  of 
poverty.  Such  is,  in  general,  the  appearance  of  the  houfes  throughout 
Connecticut. 

Befide  flieep  and  fwine,  of  which  the  breed  is  good,  and  the  number 
every  where  confiderablc,  the  people  of  Lebanon  keep,  in  general,  for 
■every  two  acres  of  land  an  ox,  a  cow,  and  a  mule.  They  fell  off,  every 
year,  a  fourth  part  of  their  black  cattle,  without  diftindion  of  age.  But 
horfes  are  not  fold  before  they  be  three  years  old  ;  nor  mules,  till  they  be 
two  years  old.  The  farmers  purchafe  mules  for  the  work  of  their  farms, 
at  the  rate  of  forty  or  fifty  dollars  a  head. 

A  more  fkilful  hufibandry,  a  careful  choice  and  culture  of  grafs-feeds, 
a  judicious  manuring  of  the  lands,  an  attentive  watering  and  cleaning  of 
the  meadows,  might  render  the  profits  of  the  farmer  feveral  times  greater 
than  they  at  prefent  arc.     The  exccffively  high  price  of  labour  may  be 
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allcdgcd  here,  as  elfewhere,  to  be  the  great  rcafon  of  the  prefent  imper- 
fedion  of  the  hufbandry  of  Conne6licut.  Yet  fuch  a  rcafon  can  have 
iefs  force  in  the  cafe  of  pafturage  than  in  that  of  tillage.  The  true  caufes 
are  ignorance  and  a  bigottcd  perfeverance  in  old  pradlices.  Very  little  of 
the  land  here  receives  the  benefit  of  manure.  No  pains  is  ufed  to  colled: 
the  dung  \n  hich  might  be  eafily  accumulated  in  large  quantities.  The 
labourers  can  earn  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a  month.  The  beft  land 
cofls  twenty  dollars  an  acre. 

The  houfe  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  member  of  the  Congrefs  has,  like  him- 
fclf,  an  air  of  fimplicity  and  modefty.  One  finds  it  neceflary  to  make  an 
effort  of  the  mind,  and  to  lay  afide  European  prejudices,  in  order  to  re- 
concile one's  felf  to  the  idea,  that  this  is  the  houfc  of  one  of  the  richeft 
men  in  the  State,  a  man  who  holds  one  of  the  moft  important  places  in 
the  federal  2o\'ernment.  I  cannot  fufficiently  praife  the  hofpitality  with 
which  he  received  me,  or  the  amiable  qualities  of  his  worthy  family. 
Mr.  Trumbull  has  a  brother  who  is  famous  for  his  genius  in  painting. 
He  has  undertaken  a  feries  of  hiftorical  paintings  of  the  mofl  remarkable 
events  of  the  war,  by  which  his  country's  independence  was  cftabllflied. 
Several  of  thefe  have  been  already  exhibited  in  England,  fince  the  efi:a- 
blifliment  of  the  prefent  government  of  the  United  States. 

HARTFORD. 

The  land  between  Lebanon  and  Hartford  is  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate, 
as  far  as  I  have  fecn,  with  the  other  parts  of  Conne(R:icut.  The  wood  is- 
chiefly  fine  oak  and  hickory.  A  few  large  trees  are  fingly  fcattercd  here 
and  there  in  the  open  fields.  The  wood  has  the  appearance  of  having 
either  been  long  fince  planted,  or  elfe  of  belonging  to  the  old  native  woods 
of  America.  The  foil  is  light,  and  is  very  much  covered  with  floncs  ; 
though,  what  is  furprizing,  the  houfes  are  all  of  wood.  The  land  is, 
every  where,  more  or  Iefs  hilly.  It  indeed  expands  into  a  fine  plain  for 
the  fpace  of  eighty  miles,  along  Connedicut  River.  The  foil  confills 
chiefly  of  a  hard  gravel  or  fand.  The  meadows  exhibit  more  of  a  lively 
verdure,  and  the  dwelling-houfes,  every  where  confidcrably  numerous  in 
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this  ftate,  become  ftill  more  fo,  the  nearer  you  approach  to  Hartford. 
You  are  rosved  acrofs  the  river  in  a  ferry-boatj  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  town. 

I  felt  myfelf  difappolnted  when  I  heard  that  Colonel  Watworth  was 
not  in  the  town.  I  had  become  acquainted  with  him  in  Philadelphia  ; 
and  he  had  given  me  a  preffing  invitation  to  viiit  him  here.  In  the  ex- 
pcftation  of  finding  him,  I  had  neglected  to  procure  letters  to  any  other 
perfon  in  this  place.  It  was  farther  unlucky,  that  feveral  perfons,  whofp 
wealth  and  perfonal  importance  ranked  them  among  the  mofl  eminent 
men  in  the  United  States,  were,  however,  unable  to  give  fatisfailory  an- 
fwers  to  thofe  enqxuries  which  I  was  the  mofh  defirous  to  make ;  and  I 
thus  faw  myfelf  likely  to  be  difappolnted  in  my  attempts  to  obtain  any 
particular  information  concerning  a  town  that  is  accounted  to  be  the  chief 
place  in  the  State  of  Connediicut.  Yet,  in  two  or  three  houfes,  into 
which  1  gained  admiffion,  and  in  an  inn  that  was  much  frequented  by 
the  people  of  the  town,  I  met  with  fome  hofpitable  and  intelligent  per- 
fons who  refufed  not  to  favour  me  with  anfwers  to  the  queftions  which  I 
put  to  them.  The  following  is  the  fubftance  of  what  I  was  thus  able  to 
learn. 

I.  Hartford  contains  about  fix  thoufand  inhabitants.  Their  number 
is  yearly  increafmg  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  population  of  New 
London  increases.  2.  From  fixty  to  eighty  vefTels  of  from  twenty  to 
fixty  tons  each,  belong  to  this  port,  agreeably  to  what  I  was  told  at  New 
London.  Some  fhips  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen  are,  at  prefent, 
in  building.  Thefe  muft  fail,  without  a  lading,  down  the  river,  as  its 
ufual  depth  is  not  above  fix  feet  of  water.  3.  The  traffic  of  Hartford  is, 
as  to  the  exportation  of  provifions,  the  places  to  which  thefe  are  exported, 
and  the  cargoes  brought  in  return,  of  the  fame  fort  with  that  of  New 
London.  4.  Land  in  thefe  parts  cofts,  in  the  purchafe  of  a  farm,  from 
thirty  to  forty  dollars  an  acre;  and  it  yields  crops  of  wheat.  5.  The 
manufadure  of  cloth  which  had  been,  fome  years,  eftablilhed  here,  in 
which  Colonel  Watworth  had  a  large  concern,  and  which  had  been  car- 
ried to  no  inconfiderable  perfedion,  is  now  in  the  decline.     Thofe  who 
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firfl  engaged  in  this  manufaclure,  have  rcUnquiflied  it.  Their  fuccelfora- 
are  threatened  with  great  loiles,  in  confequence  of  the  fcarcity  of  work- 
men :  for,  it  is  fo  much  more  profitable  to  go  to  fea  as  mariners ;  and 
there  are  fo  many  invitations  to  fettle  in  the  country  as  petty  farmers ; 
that  but  few,  in  comparifon,  arc  difpofed  to  remain  in  the  condition  of 
working  artifans  in  a  manufafture.  Thefe  circumftances  are  adverfe  to 
the  eftablifl-iment  of  manufaftures  in  the  United  States  in  general.  Yet, 
fmce  machinery,  applicable  to  almoft  all  the  arts,  is  fo  eafily  moved  by 
the  force  of  water  and  fire,  the  fame  quantity  of  human  labour  is  no 
longer  neccfifary  to  manufa6lures. 

But,  the  neceffity  for  manufafturing  cftabliflaments  is  not  fo  great  in 
Connecticut  as  in  many  other  places.  For  it  is  here  ufual  for  every  fa- 
mily to  prepare  their  own  clothing  ;  fo  that  the  expence  of  clothing  from 
Europe  is  little  felt  by  the  poorer  clafs  of  the  Inhabitants. 

Hartford  is  a  fmall  town,  regularly  built,  and  interfefted  by  a  fmall 
river  which  defcends,  in  its  approach  to  this  town,  through  many  beautiful 
meadows  ;  and  fuch  meadows  are  yery  frequent  in  thefe  parts.  The  houfes 
are  fmall  and  neat ;  no  one  of  them,  being  of  a  better  appearance  than 
the  reft.  A  houfe  is  now  in  building  for  the  reception  of  the  meetings 
of  the  aflembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  State,  which  are  held,  alter- 
natelv  in  Hartford  and  Newhaven.  The  foundations  of  this  houfe  are 
laid  with  great  folidity  of  ftrufture,  and  are  built  ot  a  fort  of  red  ftone 
that  is  common  in  this  country.  Its  two  upper  ftories  are  of  bricks  ;  and 
the  whole  is  almoft  finiftied.  Its  appearance  is  very  good ;  but  it  has  a 
plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  of  which  the  French  architcds  would,  perhaps, 
not  readily  approve. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  round  Hartford  is  charming.  It  exhi- 
bits a  fucceflion  of  meadows  which  arc  naturally  fo  well  watered,  that 
they  difplay,  at  all  times,  the  lively  verdure  of  fprlng.  Black  cattle, 
liorfes,  and  mules,  in  great  numbers,  are  feen  iccding  upon  them ;  and 
abundance  of  trees,  cfpecially  fruit  trees,  arc  difperfed  around  them.  The 
land  is  not  }et  very  completely  occupied  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  and,  by 
confequence,  the  houfes  art  not  exceedingly  numerous.     Neither  arc  the 
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houfes  fo  handfbmely  painted  and  decorated  as  in  the  environs  of  Bofton. 
But,  fmall  as  they  are,  they  eafily  contain  every  thing  that  is  requifite 
for  the  prefent  accommodation  of  their  inhabitants ;  all,  in  fhort,  that, 
according  to  their  own  expreffiona,  is  neceffary  to  render  them  comfort- 
able. The  appearance  of  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is  ftill  the  fame. 
On  both  fides  are  fine  meadows,  fkirted  by  pretty  high  hills  which  run 
parallel  to  the  river. 

During  my  ftay  in  the  inn,  I  learned  that,  in  thofe  parts  of  Connedi- 
cut  which  lie  along  the  river,  and  contiguous  to  Maffachufetts,  there  is  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  hemp  produced,  that  fupplies  materials  for  a  ma- 
nufafture  of  fail-cloth  in  Springfield,  in  which  twenty  men  are  conftantly 
employed,  and  which,  during  thefe  feven  years  which  have  elapfed  fince 
its  eftablifliment,  has  afforded  large  profits  to  the  owners. 

Hartford  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name.  The 
county  contains  thirty-two  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  are  flaA-es. 

The  bank  in  Hartford  was  creded  in  the  month  of  May  1792,  con- 
formably to  an  ad  of  the  legiflature  of  this  State.  Its  capital  is  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars,  and  maybe  augmented  to  five  hundred  thoufand. 
The  Ihares  are  of  four  hundred  dollars  each.  The  directors  are  forbidden 
to  circulate  paper  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fifty  per  cent  upon  the 
whole  capital.  This  bank  does  but  little  bufinefs ;  and  its  rate  of  dividend 
is  only  three  per  cent  for  every  fix  months.  Their  notes,  for.a  dollar  each, 
are  current  in  payment,  along  Connedicut  River,  and  for  fome  diftance 
beyond.     There  is  another  bank  which  alfo  accepts  them  in  paym.ent. 

MIDDLETON. 

The  country  from  Hartford  to  Middleton  is  chequered  with  frequent 
woods,  and  enlivened  with  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  The  road  leads 
along  the  bank  of  a  river  ;  fometimes  approaching  its  edge,  fometimes 
retiring,  though  never  farther  than  half  a  mile,  from  it.  After  proceed- 
ing ten  miles,  1  came  to  Weftfield,  a  finall  fea-port,  where  two  or  three 
ihips,  three  brigs,  and  two  fchooners,  were  lying.   The  Ihips  were  built  at 
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Middleton,  this  very  year.  Other  fhips,  befide  thefc,  belong  alfo  to  Weft- 
field,  but  the  reft  were  out  at  fea. 

M  idleton  is  the  market-town  to  which  the  farmers  from  the  northern 
parts  of  New  York,  Maffachufctts,  and  "Vermont,  bring  for  fale,  thofe 
horfes,  mules,  and  black  cattle  which  they  can  fpare,  to  be  exported  to 
the  Weft  India  ifles.  Some  fmall  veflels  take  on  board  their  cargoes  at 
Middleton  ;  but.  New  London,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  the  more 
ufual  place  for  lading.  Hartford  fliares  with  Middleton  in  the  advan- 
tages of  this  cattle-market.  Middleton  is  a  handfome  town,  not  inele- 
gantly built,  and  has  trees  planted  along  its  ftreets,  but  is  not  one-fourth 
part  as  large  as  Hartford.  This  fmall  place  has  but  few  ftiips.  Middleton 
is,  however,  the  feat  of  the  cuftom-houfc  for  this  diftrid:,  on  account  of  its 
nearnefs  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  from  which  it  is  not  more  than  twenty- 
nine  or  thirty  miles  diftant.  When  the  tide  has  flowed  in,  to  its  greateft 
height,  there  is  from  nine  to  ten  feet  depth  of  water  at  Middleton. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  this  town,  there  is  a  lead-mine  which 
is  faid  to  have  been  wrought  amid  the  neceflities  of  the  late  war.  But, 
it  is  fo  poor  in  ore,  that  the  working  of  it  would  ruin  the  proprietor,  even 
though  the  price  of  labour  were  cheaper. 

The  exports  from  Middleton  amounted,  in  the  year  1/95,  to  the  value 
of  thirty-one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-fi^e  dollars.  It  was 
only  in  the  year  1/94  that  the  cuftom-houfc  was  eftabllflied  here.  A 
bank  was  inftituted  in  Middleton  in  the  month  of  Oftober  1/95.  Its 
capital  confifts  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  ;  and,  by  its  conftitutlon, 
may  be  augmented  to  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The  regulations 
for  its  management  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  bank  of  Hartford. 
No  dividend  has,  as  yet,  been  paid  to  the  proprietors. 

Middleton  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name.  The 
whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  county  is  about  nineteen  thoufand,  of 
whom  two  hundred  arc  flavcs. 

From  Middleton,  the  highway  leads  on   toward  Newhavcn,  between 
the  rher  and  the  hills  which  rife  on  each  fide.  In  a  parallel  dlrcdion,  and 
at  no  great  diftance  from  its  banks.     The  afpedl  of  this  traft  of  country- 
is 
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IS  little  interefting  ;  it  is  but  thinly  inhabited ;  its  fields  difplay  no  lively 
verdure  ;  its  cultivation  is  negligent ;  its  general  appearance  is  difiigrce'- 
able.  Here  is  a  greater  fliow  of  wood,  confifting  chiejfly  of  oaks,  and 
exhibiting  no  pines.  Such  is  the  ftate  of  the  country,  to  within  ten 
tniles  of  Newhaven.  The  way  is  fometimes  ftony  ;  fometimcs  merely 
Tandy.  When  you  come  within  ten  miles  of  Newhaven,  the  hills 
gradually  fubfide ;  and  you  pafs  along  a  tradl  of  morafs.  The  painj 
requifite  to  make  the  road  firm  and  dry,  through  it  might  have  been, 
eafily  fuccefsful,  appears  to  have  been  neglected.  The  tide  riffs  to 
within  four  miles  of  Newhaven  ;  and  often  fo  fwells  the  fmall  river  of  the 
fame  nam.e,  as  to  make  it  fpread  over  the  highway.  To-day  it  was  dif- 
fufed  to  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile.  Were  the  land  here  lefs  marfliy> 
and  lefs  frequently  flooded  ;  yet  the  foil  is  fandy  and  incapable  of  fertility. 
Some  filver  firs  are  thinly  fcattered  over  this  n^S:,  and  makq  but  a  poor 
■appearance.  It  has  not  the  appearance  of  a  territory  fit  for  tillage,  but 
may  anfwer  well  enough  for  pafture-land. 

NEWHAVEN. 

The  town  of  Newhaven  covers  a  pretty  large  Ipace  of  ground  ■;  for,  its 
^oufes  are  detached,  by  confiderable  intervals,  from  one  another.  A 
"number  of  corn-fields  lie  in  the  very  middle  ol  the  town.  The  ftreets 
'crofs  one  another  at  right  angles,  and  are  fhadcd  with  rows  of  trees. 
The  houfes  are  almoft  all  of  wood,  and  thete  is  none  of  them  handfome. 
Two  great  ftone  buildings,  belonging  to  the  college,  with  the  church  and 
the  aifembly-houfe,  ftanding  round  the  church-yard,  compofe  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  town. 

But,  the  afpe<S  of  this  t6wn  is>  on  the  whole,  pleafmg.  Its  fituation 
feems  to  be  a  healthy  one  ;  and,  it  is  believed,  that  the  proportion  of 
♦annual  deaths  is,  at  lea-ft  as  fmall  here  as  in  any  other  town  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  Yet,  the  yellow  fever  made  great  havock  in  this 
place  laft  year;  and-,  in  the  prefent  year,  many  hav-e  been  fwept  off  by 
an  epidemic  dyfentery,  both  here  and  in  Hartford.  Of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  .pcrfons  who  died  here  in  the  months  of  Augull:,  September,  and 
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Oclobcr,   out  of  a   population  of  five   thoufand  fouls,  ninety-five  died 
of  a  dyicntcry. 

Tlie  harbour  lies  on  an  arm  of  the  fea,  about  four  miles  in  length, 
-which  is  formed  between  Long-Ifland  and  the  main-land :  but  it  is  dry, 
when  the  tide  has  ebbed  ;  fo  that,  till  a  new  quay  fliall  be  built,  Ihips 
cannot  conveniently  take  in  their  cargoes  here.  The  flowing  tide,  how- 
ever, fills  this  harbour  with  fix,  and  ordinarily  with  four  feet  of  water. 
The  anchorage,  though  worfe  than  that  at  New  London,  is,  however, 
pretty  good. 

No  fewer  than  fifty  fhips  belong  to  this  port.  Only  one  of  thcfe  faiU 
to  Europe  :  Another  makes  its  voyages  to  the  Well  Indies,  wnth  cargoes 
of  wood,  oxen,  mules  and  horfes,  which  are  fupplied  from  the  adjacent 
country^  to  the  dillance  of  forty  miles  round.  The  remaining  veficls 
;ire  engaged  in  the  coafting-trade,  particvdarly  with  New  York.  The  ex- 
ports from  Ncwhavcn  amounted,  in  the  year  l/Ql,  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars;  in  1792,  to  two 
hundred  and  feven  thouflmd  and  forty-one  dollars;  in  1/93,  to  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-feven  dollars ;  ill 
1  79 1,  to  one  hundred  and  feventy-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty- 
nine  dollars ;  in  1/95,  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  thoufand  and 
eighty-two  dollars. 

The  whole  of  the  veflels  in  the  harbour  does  not  exceed  three  thou-- 
fand  tons.  Eight  packet-boats,  failing  regularly  between  Ncwhavcn  and 
New  York,  convey  to  the  latter  a  great  part  of  the  imports  from  the 
ifles,  together  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  grain,  which  grows  in  the 
country  about  Newhaven,  but  cannot  be  here  fold.  The  capitals  of  the 
merchants  about  Newdiaven  appear  to  be  fmaller  than  thofc  of  the  mer- 
chants in  any  other  fea-port  town  of  Connecticut.  Not  one  of  them  is, 
alone,  mafter  of  a  whole  Ihlp.  The  number  of  owners  is  fuch,  that  they 
never  think  of  infuring  a  vefl'el.  When  any  unlucky  accident  happens,, 
t})e  lofs  being  divided  among  many  owners,  is  but  a  little  to  each.  Yet, 
w^ithln  thefe  laft  two  years,  the  lofTes  both  by  fhlpwrcck  and  capture, 
have  been  fo  great,  that  the  merchants  of  Newhaven  begin,  like  others,. 
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to  find  it  prudent  to  infurc.  Trade  has  been,  for  thefc  fome  years,  with- 
out either  dechning  or  encreafing,  in  this  place ;  and  the  cafe  has  been 
the  fame  with  the  population.  The  foil  is,  generally,  rich  about  New- 
haven.  When  fufficiently  manured,  it  yields  fifty  buihels  of  maize,  an 
acre  ;  and  there  is  a  great  abundance  of  fea-weeds,  which,  in  mixture 
Avith  common  dung,  are  ufed  as  a  \"cry  fertilizing  manure.  Much  land, 
in  this  neighbourhood,  is  covered  with  very  old  and  indifferent  wood, 
which  makes  it  not  cafily  fufceptible  of  agricultural  improvement.  Near 
the  town,  the  price  of  land  is  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  dollars  an  acre. 
Labourers  receive  four  or  five  fliilliugs  a  day,  and  in  fummer,  t\vei\'e  dollars 
a  month,  or  for  the  whole  fummer  months,  eighty  dollars  as  their  wages. 
the  cattle  arc  of  middling  quality.  The  befl  pair  of  oxen  in  the  country 
.may  be  had  ihr  fixty  dollars. 

The  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  is  not  a;reat.  Mofc  of 
them  have  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  lupply  provifions  for  their 
families.  Thefe  fmall  pofTefTions  in  the  hands  of  the  town's-peoplc, 
make  it  impofTible  for  thofe  who  have  a  furplus  of  produce,  to  find  a  iiilc 
for  it  in  Newhavcn ;  it  is,  accordingly,  fent  to  New  York.  A  more 
ftriking  confequence  of  this  economy,  is  the  ncgleft  of  improving  agri- 
culture. 

Two  opulent  merchants,  about  a  year  fincc,  ere6led  a  cotton-work  at 
the  difiance  of  two  miles  from  the  town.  The  fpinning-engine  is  put  in 
motion  by  water ;  but  the  weaving  is  performed  entirely  by  human  la- 
bour, A  great  number  of  people  are  employed ;  but  the  derelidlion  of 
this  manufadiure  may  be  foretold,  as  its  fuccefs  is  oppofed  by  all  the  ob- 
ftacles  common  in  fimilar  cafes.  Befides,  the  expcnce  upon  the  buikl- 
ings  has  been  far  too  confiderable, 

A  bank  was  erefted  in  Newhaven,  in  the  month  of  Oftober  1 792.  Its 
capital  is  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars ;  and  is  divided  into  two  hun- 
dred fhares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  It  began  to  tranfi^d;  bufmcf^, 
only  IX?.  the  year  17Q-5.  The  firft  dividend  upon  the  fnares,  is  to  be  paid 
n  January  1797. _  Shares  in  it  arc  now  at  a  premium  of  fixe  dollars 
aboTe  the  original  price.     Money  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  fcarcc,  in  this 
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-place,  before  the  inftitution,  that  what  can  be  now  obtained  at  the  m- 
tereft  of  four  dollars  a  month  for  the  principal  fum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars^ was  not  then  to  be  had  for  lefs  than  four  per  cent,  a  month,  with- 
iccurit} .  ^ 

The  ravages  of  theEnglifli,  during  the  war,  ruined  the  people  of  New- 
haven,  who,  to  make  up  for  their  loffes,  turned  ufurers.  The  eftablilla- 
ment  of  the  bank  put  an  end  to  the  trade  of  ufury.  The  intereft  of 
money  is  now  reduced  to  one  or  one  one-half  per  cent  monthly,  to  the 
money-lenders  ^  and  to.  tJiem,  none  have  recourfc,  fave  fuch  as  ha\  e  no 
credit  with  the  bank.  / 

Near  New  haven  are  ftill  fliewn  the  rocks,  among  which  Golf  and 
Wad  LEY,  two  of  the  judges  that  condemned  Charles  the  firli:  oi"  Eng| 
land,  lay  concealed  from  the  fcarch  which  was  made  for  them,  by  the 
command  of  Charles  the  fccond.  Here  is,  alfo,  a  bridge,  under  which 
they  remained  for  fome  days,  while  the  foldicrs,  their  purfuers,  fought 
them  backward  and  forward,  above. 

There  is,  in  Newhaven,  a  college  of  confiderably  old  inflitution,  which 
is  faid  to  afford  as  good  inftruftion  for  youth,  as  any  other  feminary  in 
the  whole  United  States.  Ta  this  college  belongs  a  library  of  two  or 
three  thouland  volumes,  with  a  cabinet  of  fpecimcns  of  natural  hiftory, 
and  a  fmall  mufeum,  which  receives,  every  year,  great  additions,  and 
mufl  foon  become  very  confiderabk.  There  are  in  the  town,  one  Eplf- 
copal,  and  three  Prefbytcrian  churches. 

The  town  is  affirmed  to  have  been  damaged  by  Commodore  Try  on, 
in  the  year  1/79,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  It  is  the  head-town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name.  The 
county  contains  about  thirty-three  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  four 
hundred  are  flaves. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  CONNECTICUT. 

The  Englifh  colony  by  which  Connecticut  was  firft  occupied,  arrived 
in  the  year  l633.     They  had  a  patent,  granted  to  the   Plymouth  com- 
pany by  the  Earl  of  Warwick^  in  the  year  l03O.     They  had  to  eon- 
tend 
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tend  with  the  Indians,  who  would  not  relinquilh  their  territories  to 
ftrangers  without  a  ftruggle.  In  1052,  the  colony  of  Connefticut  ob- 
tained a  charter,  which  fixed  the  form  of  their  future  government.  The 
people  were  enthufiaftic  Prefbyterians,  and  lived  in  implicit  fubmiffion 
to  their  minifters.  No  perfon  could  be,  here,  a  freeman,  without  belong- 
ing to  the  Prefbyterian  kirk  ;  and  none  but  freemen  could  have  a  voice 
in  elections. 

The  mofl;  exceffive  intolerance,  the  mofc  violent  perfecution,  enfued — 
againft  the  Quakers  in  particular,  who  were  treated  as  the  worfl  of  here- 
tics, were  tortured,  banifhed,  abufed  with  ftripes,  even  put  to  death. 

At  prefent,  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  is  the  fame  as 
before  the  revolution.  A  fliort  adl  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  this  ftate,  mentions,  that  the  old  conftitution  eftabliflied  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  fecond,  is  ftill  agreeable  to  the  people  ;  that  the  privileges 
of  freemen,  and  the  admiffion  to  them,  fliall,  therefore,  remain  fuch  as 
they  were  before  ;  that,  in  ftiort,  there  fliall  be  no  change,  except  the 
abolition  of  regal  authority.  The  Legiflature  confifts  of  an  Under-houfe, 
or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  an  Upper-houfe,  or  Council.  Thefe 
two  houfes  united  compofe  the  fupreme  judicial  tribunal  of  the  ftate,  be- 
fore which  all  fuits  at  law  may  be  brought  by  a  laft  appeal,  and  which 
has  power  to  mitigate  or  annul  all  fentences  of  inferior  judges.  The  Go- 
vernor and  Deputy-governor  are  eledled  annually.  The  Governor  pre- 
fides  in  the  Council,  and  is  alfb  Speaker  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  r 
befide  which,  he  can  influence  the  voices  of  feveral  other  members  of  the 
Legiflature. 

The  meetings  of  the  Aflembly  take  place  in  the  months  of  May  and 
Odlober,  The  members  of  the  fupreme  judicial  court  of  the  ftate,  thofe  of 
the  county  courts,  and  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  are  nominated  from  among 
the  members  of  the  legiflature.  The  firft  of  thefe  three  clafles  of  judges 
remain  in  office,  for  that  precife  length  of  time  for  which  they  are  no- 
minated by  the  legiflature  :  The  two  laft  can  be  nominated  only  for  one 
year,  but  may  be  re,-appointed  at  the  end  of  that  time.     The  Governor 
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and  the  Council  name  the  Iheriffs,  who  hold  their  office  without  limita- 
tion as  to  its  continuance. 

The  laws  of  England  are  the  foundation  of  thofc,  as  well  of  Connec- 
ticut, as  of  almoll  all  the  reft  of  the  United  States.  Little  alteration  has 
been  made  upon  them.  The  law  concerning  the  fucceffion  to  the  pro- 
perty of  perfons  dying  inteftate,  is  entirely  that  of  England  ;  it  is,  now, 
in  full  force,  throughout  all  the  American  flates ;  and  it  provides,  that 
a  third  part  of  the  property  of  the  deceafed  fliall  belong  to  his  widow, 
and  that  the  remainder  Ihall  be  diftributed  in  equal  portions  among  his 
children ;  but  with  certain  reftriftions  ;  fuch  as,  that  when  one  of  the 
children  dying  leaves  progeny,  or  in  any  fmiilar  cafe,  h'ls  part  is,  of  con- 
fequence,  to  be  again  diftributed.  The  laws  relative  to  debtors,  order 
the  fale  of  the  goods,  moveables,  and  lands  of  the  debtor,  when  a  debt 
cannot,  otherwife,  be  recovered  from  him,  and  even  allow  his  perfon  to 
be  arrefted,  in  cafe  of  infulvcncy.  The  criminal  law  has  all  the  feverity  of 
that  of  England.  One  article  (of  Avhich  I  know  not  whether  it  be  atpre- 
fent  in  force  in  England,  as  it  is  one  of  the  old  laws  of  Connecfticut)  or- 
dains, that  whofoever  flaall  deny  the  exiftcncc  of  God,  or  the  myftery  of  the 
blefled  Trinity,  or  the  divine  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  Ihall  be  held 
unfit  for  any  public  office,  till  he  repent  and  acknowledge  his  error ;  and 
that,  in  cafe  of  rclapfe,  after  fuch  repentance,  he  fliall  be  put  out  of  the 
protccflion  of  the  law.  The  laws  refpcfting  marriage  authorife  divorce, 
in  the  cafes  of  adultery,  or  marriage  within  the  forbidden  degrees  of  con- 
fanguinity.  If  a  man  and  his  wii'c  have  been  parted  for  fcvcn  years,  by 
the  abfencc  of  one  or  the  other  of  them  beyond  feas ;  or  if  cither  party  go 
upon  a  fca-vo}'agc  that  is  to  be  of  three  months  continuance,  and  in  a 
fliip  ot  which  news  cannot  be  received  within  lels  than  three  months  ;  or 
if  there  be  reafon  to  believe  that  either  of  the  two  parties  has  been  loft 
upon  futli  a  voyage ;  then  the  other  party,  whether  man  or  woman,  go- 
ing before  a  magiftratc,  and  prefenting  .(atisfadory  evidence  of  thrfc  fads, 
may  obtain  from  him,  if  he  fliall  judge  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
to  require  it,  a  final  dilFolution  of  the  maitiage.     This  law  condemns  any 
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perfon,  whether  man  or  woman,  that  iliall  put  on  the  drefs  proper  to  the 
other  fex,  to  pay  a  fine  of  feventy-five  dollars. 

Adultery,  till  the  year  1/84,  was  liable  to  be  puniihcd  with  death: 
It  is  now  punilhed  only  with  public  whipping,  and  with  the  fearing  of  a 
red-hot  iron  on  the  forehead.  Rape  is  punifhed  with  death,  upon  the 
oath  of  the  woman  by  whom  it  has  been  fuffered,  and  at  her  exprefs  re- 
queft :  but  there  is  no  inftance  of  the  execution  of  this  law ;  and  the 
people  of  Connefticut  fay,  that  fuch  crimes  can  never  happen  in  ths 
ftate^  or,  what  is  more  probably  the  truth,  that  the  extreme  feverity  of 
the  law  deters  both  the  fufFerer  from  complaint,  and  the  profligate  from 
incurring  fuch  guilt. 

The  laws  againft  gaming,  are  exceffively  fevere  in  Connedicut.  One 
of  thefe  is  againft  horfe-racing  :  This  it  regards  as  an  idle  plcafure,  which 
is  attended  witli  diforder  and  riot,  that  utterly  fruftrate  the  end  of  its 
inftitution,  as  a  means  for  improving  the  breed  of  horfes.  The  law  for  ths 
hallowing  of  the  Sabbath,  forbids  all  profane  di-verfions  upon  that  day,  and 
is  exceffively  ftrid:.  It  is  probable,  that  the  prohibition  of  journies  on  a 
Sunday  might  fall,  infenfibly,  into  difufe,  were  it  not,  that  an  ill-natured 
feled-mati  has  it  now  in  his  power  to  thwart  and  fine  any  pcrfon  attempt- 
ing fuch  a  journey ;  and  that  every  one  thinks  it  necefi~ary  to  avoid  ths 
danger  of  being  teized  by  fuch  impertinence. 

The  poor's  laws  have  occafioned  the  difficulty  which  a  flranger  paff- 
ing  from  one  town  to  another,  or  coming  from  another  ftate,  finds,  in 
effecting  a  fettlement  in  a  new  fituation.  The  only  conditions  upon 
which  fuch  a  perfon  can  be  domefticated  in  his  new  place  of  refidencc, 
are,  his  either  pofi'effing  a  property  of  at  leafi:  an  hundred  dollars,  or  haw 
ing  refided  fix  years  in  the  place  ;  and  without  thefe  conditions,  he  will 
not  obtain  relief  in  diftrefs  from  poverty.  The  fele6l-m.en  who  are,  in 
every  townfhip,  the  directors  of  the  police,  are  to  prevent  the  fettlement 
of  all  ftrangers  who  cannot  fatisfy  them  in  regard  to  thofe  conditions. 
Every  town  is  obliged  to  provide  for  its  own  poor,  and  the  fcledl-nien 
have  authority  over  the  education  and  condud;  of  the  children  of  poor 
parents,  till  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years.     From  this 
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age,  they  arc  no  longer  fubjeft  to  the  particular  dire6tion  of  the  Elders. 
The  wandering  poor,  who  are  ufually  wounded  foldicrs  or  Ihipwrecked 
feamen,  receive  temporary  relief,  at  the  pleafurc  of  the  fcledt-mcn, 
What  thcfe  beftow,  is  afterwards  repaid  to  them,  by  the  Union,  by  the 
State,  or  by  the  particular  town,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe. 

Bcfidc  the  political  divifion  of  the  ftates  into  counties  and  townfliips, 
Connecticut  acknowledges   two  fubdivifions   into  pariflics   and   fchool- 
diftricts.     In  each  town  or  fociety,  the  houfeholders  of  the  houfcs  which 
ftand  together,  have  a   right  to  affemble,  and  to   make  by-laws  for  the 
regulation  of  certain  parts  of  their  common  interefts.     They  chufe  their 
minifters ;  and  impofe,  for  their  fupport,  a  general  tax,  at  the  plcafure  of 
the  majority,  and  which  is  to  be  paid  by  every  one  in  proportion  to  the 
'particular  fi:ate  of  his  fortune.    The  towns  nominate  the  collcftors  of  th& 
tax ;  and  it   muft  be  paid  by  the  people,  without  cvafion.      But,  when 
any  perfon  finds  himfclf  to  be  taxed,  not  in  a  due  proportion  to  his  pro- 
perty ;  he  may  appeal  to  the  County  Court,  which   will  take  care,  that 
jufllce  be  done  him.     The  collc6lors,  as  well  of  this  tax,  as  of  thofe  for 
the  expenccs  of  the  ftate,  are  accountable 'for  the  money  which  they  levy, 
and  punifhable  for  embezzlement  or  malverfation  in  office.     Miniflcrs 
for  \\ bom  their  pariflics  refufc  to  make  adequate  provifion,  can   haAC  re- 
covirfc  to  the  General  Allembly,  which  will  give  orders  for  the   collec- 
tion and  payment  of  the  proper  fums.    That  Affcmbly  has,  likcwifc,  the 
power  of  fettling  miniftcrs   in   fuch  ]>arinics  as  have  remained,  for  one 
whole  year,  ^•acant,  and  of  ordering  proviiion  to  be  made  for  the  iupport 
of  the  miniflers  thus  fettled. 

A  law  enadied  in  the  year  l/Ql,  permits  perfons  whofe  religious  per- 
fuafion  differs  iVoni  that  of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  to  sSb- 
ciate  themfeb  es,  as  to  the  matter  of  religion,  with  fomc  cOrinmumty  of 
whofe  form  of  ■v\orfliip  they  approve,  anxi  to  add  thcit  contributions  to 
thofe  for  the  fupport  of  their  own  religion  only.  But,  this  is  permitted 
folely  under  thefc  conditio'ns  ;  1 .  That  they  make  their  intention  previ- 
oufly  known  to  the  iclctft-men  of  the  town  ;  2.  That  the  religion  which 
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they  chufe,  be  fome  mode  of  Chriftiaiiity ;  3.  That  they  do  not,  after- 
wards, claim  a  voice  in  any  parochial  meetings,  except  when  the  bufniefs 
of  the  fchools  is  under  confideration. 

Prefbyterianifm  is  the  prevalent  religion  throughout  Conne<5licut.  Its 
minifters,  the  zeal  of  its  follow^crs,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  places  in 
the  colleges  to  Prcfbyterians  exclufively,  afford  very  great  advantages,  to 
prevent  it  from  being  fupplanted  by  any  other  form  of  religion.  The 
Anabaptifts  are,  next  after  the  Prcfbyterians,  the  moil:  numerous  fed;  in 
the  ftate.  Although  the  letter  of  the  law  have  eftabliflaed  freedom  of 
religious  fcntimcnts  in  Conncfticut ;  fuch  freedom  is,  however,  far  from 
being  known  here.  Prefbyterianifm  reigns  in  all  its  rigour,  dcfpotifm, 
and  intolerance. 

-'  'Another  law  long  prior  to  the  revolution,  obliges  every  feventy  families 
in  Connedlicut,  to  maintain  a  common  fchool  for  eleven  months  in  the 
year.  Reading  and  writing  are  appointed  to  be  there  taught.  If  the 
number  of  families  be  under  feventy,  they  arc,  then,  obliged  to  naaintain 
their  fchool,  only  for  fix  months  in  the  year.  E^'^cry  town  forming  a  re- 
gular incorporation,  muft  keep  a  grammar-fchool,  in  which  Englifb, 
Latin,  and  Greek  are  to  be  taught.  The  different  Ibcietics  are  to  name, 
each,  a  deputation  to  vifit  and  regulate  the  fchools.  For  every  tlioufand 
dollars  of  taxation  to  the  ftate,  two  dollars  arc  to  be  paid  for  the  fupport 
of  the  fchools.  The  teachers  have  falarics  proportioned  to  the  taxation 
of  the  diftricfts  to  which  they  belong.  Towns  or  communities  entmfted 
with  particular  funds  for  the  fupport  of  fchools,  can  receive  no  intereffc 
from  thofe  funds,  while  they  delay  to  ercdl  the  fchools  for  which  it  wau 
deftined ;  and  lofc  the  principal,  if  they  fhall  attempt  to  divert  it  to  any 
different  purpofc.  Towns  or  parifties  having  no  foundations  for  fchools, 
muft  either  fupport  their  fchools,  entirely  out  of  the  appointed  tax,  or 
muft,  at  leaft  contribute  one-half  of  the  means  for  the  maintenance  of 
tiiefe  fchools,  while  the  parents  whofe  children  are  educated  in  them,  pay 
the  reft.  In  very  populous  towns,  the  fupport  of  the  fchools,  continues 
to  be  left  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  is  provided  by  law,  that  the  fcledl-men  iliall,  in  every  town,   take 
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co2;nizauce  of  the  ftate  of  the  fchools.  Upon  their  reports,  and  in  the 
proportions  in  which  thefe  declare  the  fatarics  to  be,  rcfpe^birely,  de- 
ferred,— the  towns  make  payment  of  the  money  which  has  been  levied 
for  the  teachers.  Where  there  are  no  fchools,  or  but  very  bad  ones  •„ 
the  proportion  of  the  tax  is  withheld,  in  order  that  it  may  be  beftowed 
where  it  has  been  better  earned.  There  is,  however,  no  inftance  of  a 
town  or  parifh,  remaining,  negligently,  without  a  fchool.  Many  com- 
munities maintain  their  fchools  for  a  greater  part  of  the  year,  than  they 
are,  by  law,  obliged  to  do.  The  fele(fl-men  and  the  deputations  from- 
the  communities  manage  the  farms  and  other  revenues  of  the  fchools. 

The  teachers  are  commonly  young  men  from  the  colleges,  fbidents  of 
law  or  theology.  Their  falaries  are  at  the  pleafure  of  the  different  parifhes,. 
from  two  to  three  hundred  dollars.  Almoft  all  thofe  who  now  aft  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  part  in  the  political  bufmefs  of  New  England,  began  their 
career  as  teachers  in  tliefe  fchools  ;  a  fituation  that  is  accounted  exceed- 
ingly honourable.  Sometimes,  where  the  falary  is  fmall,  women  arc 
chofen  to  be  the  teachers.  Even  thefe  muft,  in  this  cafe,  be  well  qua- 
lified to  teach  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

Every  county  muft  'have  a  fchool  for  Greek  and  Latin.  A  fine  of 
three  dollars  is  exafted  from  parents  neglefting  to  fend  their  children  to- 
fchool.     The  feledl-men  have  authority  to  levy  it. 

One  natural  confequence  from  the  careful  obfervance  of  this  kw  is,, 
that  hardly  a  perfon  can  be  met  with  in  Connefticut,  any  more  than  ire 
MafTachufetts,  who  is  not  qualified  to  read,  write,  and  perform  the  com-' 
men  operations  of  arithmetic ;  and  that  the  general  manners  are  better, 
the  laws  more  faithfully  obferved,  and  crimes  more  rare,  here,  than  ia 
other  places.  The  pxmifhment  has  not,  as  yet,  been  abolifhed  in  Con- 
nefticut.  It  is,  however,  ^eferved^for  crimes  of  extraordinary  atrocity  ; 
and,  for  thefe  laft  eight  years,  has  been,  in  no  inftancc,  inflifted. 

An  ad:,  paffed  in  the  year  1795,  appropriates,  for  the  fupport  of  the. 
public  fchools,  whatever  fums  of  money  .fliall  arife  from  the  falc  of  tholC' 
lands  which  are  the  property  of  the  State,  and  are  Situate  weflward  from- 
Pcnnfylvania.     Thefe  fums  are  to  be  put  out  at  intercft ;  and  the  annual 
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rerenue,  which  they  Ihall  thus  afFord,  is  to  be  divided  among  the  fchools 
of  the  different  parifhes,  according  to  the  proportions  in  which  thefe 
parilhes,  refpedively,  contribute  to  the  pubhc  expenditure  of  the  State. 
At  the  pleafure  of  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  any  parifh, 
this  fund  may  be  apphed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  minifter,  inftead  of 
that  of  the  fchoolmafter.  Every  parifh  is  at  hberty  to  make  this  parti- 
cular difpofal  of  its  own  portion  of  the  money.  But,  in  this  cafe,  all  the 
different  fed:s,  within  the  limits  of  the  parifli,  mull  receive  their  refpec- 
tive  fhares. 

The  fervitude  of  the  negroes  has  not  been  aboliflied  in  this  (late  as  in 
MafTachufetts.  It  is  here  ordained  by  law,  that  every  negro  born  in  the 
Hate  fmce  the  year  1784,  fhall,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  be  de- 
clared free.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  intereft  of  the  law-givers  had  fbme 
Iharc  in  dictating  the  particulars  of  this  decree.  No  old  law  exifted  ia 
favour  of  flavery  ;  though  it  was,  indeed,  countenanced  by  fome  judicial 
Sentences  of  the  courts,  pronounced  at  the  inflance  of  maflers  of  runaway 
flaves.  The  confiderations  which  moved  the  legiflature  to  determine 
as  they  did  in  this  bufinefs,  were,  refped;  to  property,  and  the  fear  of 
dangerous  confequences  as  likely  to  arife  from  a  fudden  and  general 
emancipation.  But,  fuch  refpeft  for  property  of  this  nature  was  fla- 
grant injuftice;  fmce  it  was  never  before  exprefsly  acknowledged '  by 
the  laws,  and  exifled — but  by  difhoneft  fufferance.  In  regard  to  the 
<dread  of  confequences  ;  the  number  of  negroes  in  the  State  of  Connec- 
iicut,  was  too  inconfiderable  to  afford  any  plaufible  pretence  for  fuch 
alarm.  The  cafe  of  Maflachufetts,  which  in  refpedt  to  flavery,  flood  in 
the  fame  fituation  with  Connediicut,  and  in  which  there  were,  at  the 
time  of  the  general  emancipation,  a  greater  number  of  negroes  in  fervi- 
tude, fufficiently  evinces  the  futility  of  this  pretence.  The  community 
■hav€  there  experienced  no  unfortunate  confequences  from  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  negroes.  Few  of  thefe  have  made  any  criminal  abufe  of  their 
^berty.  Neither  robbery  nor  murder  is  more  frequent  than  before.  Al- 
anofl  all  the  emancipated  negroes  remain  in  the  condition  of  fervants ;  a^S 
they  cannot  enjoy  their  freedom,  without  earning  means  for  their  fiib- 
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Iiltence.  Some  of  them  have  fettled,  in  a  fmall  way,  as  artlians  or  hus- 
bandmen. Their  number  is,  on  the  whole,  greatly  diminifhcd.  And  on 
this  account,  the  advocates  for  flavery  maintain,  that  the  negroes  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  have  not  been  made,  in  any  degree,  happier  by  their  general 
emancipation.  None  of  them  has,  however,  returned  into  fervitude  in 
thofe  rtatcs  in  which  flavery  is  Hill  fuffered  by  the  laws.  None  has  died 
of  want.  MafTachufetts  has  delivered  itfelf  from  the  difhonour  of  the 
)"noft  odious  of  all  violations  of  the  natural  liberty  and  the  inextinguifliable 
rights  of  the  human  fpecies. 

The  militia  of  ConneAicut,  confiils  of  four  divlfions,  eight  brigades,, 
five  and  thirty  regiments  :  of  the  regiments,  eight  arc  cavalry  ;  five,  light 
infantry.  The  legiflature  nominate  the  commander-in-chief,  the  inferior 
generals,  and  all  the  ftafF-officers.  The  other  officers  are  chofen  by  their 
refpecftive  regiments.  They  hold,  all,  their  commiffions  from  the  govern'- 
ment.  The  other  neceflary  regulations  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the 
other  ftates.  The  legiflature  here  exercifes  the  fame  powers  of  regula- 
tion, which  are,  clfevvhere,  intrufted  with  the  government.  The  mode 
of  forming  the  militia,  is  the  fame  as  in  other  places.  All  males,  from 
eighteen  to  forty-five  years  of  age,  are  liable  to  ferve.  The  Governor  is 
General,  and  the  Deputy-governor,  Lieutenant-general  of  the  militia. 

The  high-roads  are  made  and  repaired,  in  Connedticut,  by  the  labour 
of  all  perfons  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fixty  years.  An  overfeer  is 
annually  named  for  the  infpe£lion  of  the  highways,  and  for  regulating 
the  labour  upon  them  :  He  is  fubje(R:  to  the  controul  of  the  feledl- 
men.  Care  is  taken  to  make  thofe  who  arc  by  law  obliged,  to  do 
their  duty.  Yet,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  roads,  in  Connedicut,  arc 
ftill  bad. 

The  laws  rcfpcfting  taxation,  have  undergone  many  changes  fincc  the 
revolution.  All  property  is  taxable  in  Connecticut ;  as  well  moveables  as 
land.  The  fubjcfts  of  taxation  are  dillributcd  into  ten  clafles.  Horfes, 
carriages,  and  capital  belong  to  one  clafs,  and  are  taxed  in  a  due  propor- 
tion to  the  taxes  upon  real  property.  The  commiffioncrs  for  fixing  the 
proportions  of  every  different  perfon's  taxation,  are  nominated,  annually  in 
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fewn,  and  have  here  the  appellation  of  Lifters.  It  is  their  duty  to  pro- 
cure, once  a  year,,  from  every  inhabitant,  a  ftatemeut  of  his  property ;. 
and  from  thefe  ftatements  to  form  a  general  inventory  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  legiflature.  The  legiflature,  upon?^the  infpeftion  of.  the  inventory, 
fixes  the  proportion  of  tax  which  the  particular  tovim'  muft  pay.  The 
lifts  of  the  commiflioners,  therefore,  regulate  the  taxes.  Though  the 
taxes  be  already  fufficient ;.  the  commiflioners  muft  not  negled:  to  regif- 
tcr  any  increafe  of  property  in  their  refpedive  tovi^ns.  Perfons  deceiving 
the  commiflioners  by  falfe  eftimates  of  their  property,  are  condemned  to 
pay  four  times  as  much  as  their  juft  proportion  of  the  tax. 

Thefe  lifts  ferve,  alfo,  to  regulate  the  proportions  in  which  other 
taxes  are  to  be  levied.  The  Lifters  levy  thirteen  cents  of  a  dollar 
upon  every  thoufand  pounds  of  property,  befide  one-half  of  that  qua- 
drupled tax  which  is  cxadled,  as  a  fine  for  the  concealment  of  pro- 
perty. The  colledors  are  named  by  the  tov/ns,  from  one  three  years  to  ■ 
another  ;  and  are  allowed  two  and  half  per  cent,  on  the  money  they  col- 
le61:,  with  a  falary  from  the.  ftate.  When  they  are  obliged  to  compel  pay- 
ment from  the  dilatory,  by  adions  at  law  ;  their  allowance  is  augmented, 
on  account  of  the  cofts  of  the  fuits.  The  care  of  the  Lifters,  andthc 
CoUeftors,  procures  a  faithful  payment  of  the  taxes. 

Though  every  poffible  precaution'feems  to  be  here  provided  by  law,  to 
hinder  any  unfair  ftatement  of  property  for  taxation ;  yet,  in  Conne<5li- 
cut,  as  in  other  places,  men.  find  means  to  cheat  the  revenue;  As  the 
eftimates  of  property  are  not  given  in  upon  oath,  many  who  would  fcruple 
to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  a  falfe  ftatement,  make  no  difficulty  of  giving  in 
their  eftimates,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  with  a  carelefs  inaccuracy  that  falls 
not  to  favour  themfelves.  However  diligent,  the  enquiries  of  the  Lifters 
are  ftill  infufficlent  to  deted  every  little,  artifice.  A  thoufand  things  oc- 
cur to  render  it  Impoflible  that  they  fhould. .  Several  of  the  wealthieft 
perfons  in  the  ftate,  have  ovv'ned  tome,  that  the  taxation  which  they  adu~  - 
ally  pay,  is  not  above  a  fixth  part  of  what  they  ought  to  pay.  One  mode 
of  evafion,  commonly  pradlifed  in  Connedlcut,  is,  by  placing  in  the 
loweft;clafsj  land. that,  on  account  of  its  fituatlon^  its  quality,  its  produce. 
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ought  rafher  to  be  ranked  in  the  higheft ;  which  make  a  difference  upon 
the  tax  of  five  fixths  or  fometlmes,  even  of  twenty-nine  thirtieths.  A 
table  of  taxable  property,  by  which  the  Supreme  Court  regulates  the  tax- 
ation, exhibits  a  proportion  of  lands  of  the  loweft  clafs  which  muft  appear 
far  too  great,  to  any  perfon  that  has  an  acquaintance  with  the  country. 
The  vvhoie  amount  of  taxable  property  was  eflimated,  in  the  year  1  7q6,  at 
the  fum  of  five  millionsieven  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars. 

Thefe  taxes  have,  for  thefe  feveral  years,  Tjeen  but  twent)- -three  thou- 
fand dollars,  regularly  paid.  The  annual  expenditure  of  the  government 
amounts  nearly  to  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  But,  there  is  a  tax  upon  writ- 
ten deeds,  or,  in  other  words,  a  ftamp-tax,  that  yields  from  fix  to  eight 
thoufand  dollars  a  year.  The  State  formerly  lent  three  hundred  and  fiftjr 
thoufand  dollars  to  the  Union,  for  which  it  receives  intereft  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent.  And  it  has,  likewife,  fome  other  fources  of  income,  of 
which  I  could  not  obtain  any  diftind;  account.  But,  its  income  is,  alto- 
gctlier,  equal  to  its  expenditure.  The  taxes  impofed  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  are  fixed  in  proportion  to  the  neceffities  of  the  'prefent  year,  and 
the  economy  of  former  ones.  There  are  a  number  of  banks  in  "Connec- 
ticut. 

The  trade  of  Connecticut  is,  as  I  mentioned  in  fpeaking  of  New  Lon- 
don, confined  to  the  exportation  of  the  furpkis  produce  of  the  lands,  to 
the  Weft  India  Ifles,  or  to  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  Cattle  and 
mules  from  thofe  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  are  contiguous 
to  Albany,  are  included  in  this  exportation.  New  York  is  the  emporium 
of  almoft  all  the  trade  of  Connecticut,  of  wliich  the  fhips  are  wont  often 
cither  to  take  in  their  cargoes  or  at  leaft  to  complete  them,  there,  and  to 
bring  their  returning  cargpe-s  thither. 

The  v/hole  exports  from  Connecticut,  were,  in  the  year  1791?  o^  the 
value  of  feven  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  three  lumdred  and  fifty-two 
dollars  ;  in  1  792,  eight  hundred  and  fcventy-nine  thouiand  feven  h\m- 
dred  and  fifty- two  dollars  ;  in  1/93,  feven  hundred  and  fcvcnty  thoufand 
two  hxindrcd  and  fifty-fo\ir  dollars;  inL-l7Q4,  fcvcn  hundred  and  twelve 
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efioufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-four  dollars ;  in   1795,  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ilxty-five  dollars. 

The  tonnage  of  the  Ihips  belonging  to  Connefticut,  whether  engaged 
in  the  foreign  or  the  coafling- trade,  amounts,  in-  all,  to  thirty-five  thou- 
fand  tons. 

Connefticut  is,  after  Rhode  Ifland  and  Delaware,  the  fmalleft  State  inr 
the  Union ;  but,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  the  moll  populous.  There 
are  about  one  and  fifty  perfons  to  every  fquare  mile.  As  the  lands  afc 
all  occupied  and  in  cultivation,  more  perfons  emigrate  out  of  Conne6lI- 
cut  to  the  newly  acquired  lands,  than  from  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
This  will  be  more  particularly  evinced  from,  the  following  ftatement  of 
fa6ts. 

In  the  year  I756,  the  whole  population  of  Cbnnedfieut,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  thoufand  and  twenty-four  fouls;  in  1774,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-fix  fouls  ;  in 
1782,  two  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouls; 
in  1791,  two  hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  fouls.  Thiis,  in  the  courfe  of  the  firfi;  eighteen  years,  the  average  m- 
ereafe  of  the  population,  was  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
fouls  annually  ;  for  the  next  eight  years,  it  was  but  two  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  fouls  a  year ;-  during  each  of  the  lafi:  nine  years  taken* 
at  an  average,  it  has  not  been  more  than  two  thoufand  and  eighty- fix 
fouls.  Celibacy  is  not  now  more  common  than  formerly :  and  it  was- 
never  frequent  in  Connedicut.  Young  people  marry  early :  and  their 
marriages  are  very  fruitful,  augmenting  the  population,  very  rapidly.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  calculated  that  two-thirds'  of  the  numbers  which  are.: 
continually  added  to  the  former  population,,  leave  the  country,  and  go  to 
fettle  in  the  newly  occupied  territories.  Many  of  the  landholders  in 
Connecticut  purchafe  lands,,  at  a  very  low  price  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 
Thefe  they  retain  for  themfelves  till  their  children  grow  up ;  and  then 
beflow  them  upon  fome  of  the  young  folks,  as  their  patrimony.  Moft  o£ 
thofe  who  emigrate  out  of  Connedlicut,  leave  it,  only  becaufe  they  can^ 
not  find  in  it,  a  place  for  comfortable  and  advantageous  Settlements 
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The  mhabitanto  of  Connc6licut,  are,  almoft  univerfally,  of  Englifli  de- 
Icent,  and  are  a  fobcr,  aclive,  induftrious  people.  Their  dillingulfliing 
qualities  axe  nearly  the  fame,  as  thofe  of  the  other  inhabitants  of  New 
England.  They  are  laid  to  be  very  litigious.  And  there  are,  indeed,  few 
dilputes,  even  of  the  mofl  trivial  nature,  among  them,  that  can  be  termi- 
nated elfcw^here  than  before  a  court  of  jufticc.  No  flatc,  perhaps  no 
equal  number  of  peopk  in  the  "univerfe,  .  have  fuch  a  multitude  of  lavv- 
fuits.  There  is,  no  where  elfe,  fuch  a  mob  of  advocates,  as  here.  Is  it 
the  multiplicity  of  lavi^-fuits  that  has  engendered  the  lawyers  ?  Or  do 
not  the  lawyers  rather  give  birth  to  the  excels  of  law-fuits  ?  Be  this  as  it 
may  ;  thcfe  lawyers  have,  at  prefent,  very  great  influence  among  the  peo- 
ple of  this  ftate,  efpecially  in  political  matters.  It  is  even  laid  to  be 
greater  than  that  of  the  mlnifters,  wTio,  in  .confequence  of  their  mutual 
wranglings,  and  their  fierce  intolerance,  have  loft  much  of  the  high  in- 
fluence which  they  once  poflefled. 

The  people  of  Conncfticut  are  rigid  and  zealous  in  the  dlfcharge  of  their 
religious  idxities.  But,  J  have  been  told,  that  fmccre  devotion,  founded 
upon  thorough  conviAion,  is  rare  among  them.  Their  manners  are  ftrongly 
republican.  They  are,  all,  in  caly  circumftanccs ;  few  of  them,  opulent. 
Such  as  do  pofl'efs  extraordinary  wealth,  are  A^ery  anxious  to  conceal 
their  fortunes  from  the  vigilant  and  invidious  jealoufy  of  their  fellow- 
citizens. 

The  prevalent  political  fentiments  are  full  of  attachment  to  freedom, 
and  to  the  prefent  conftitution.  The  people  are  rough  in  their  manners ; 
yet  frank  and  hofpitable ;  though  lefs  agreeably  fo,  than  the  inhabitants 
of  Maffachufetts,  who  are,  however,  certainly  not  the  moft  polifhed  peo- 
ple in  the  world. 

In  the  year  1784,  1  had  been  honoured  at  Paris,  with  the  freedom  of 
the  town  of  Newhaven,  It  was  conferred  in  a  very  refpcftful  letter  from 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  town.  I  knew  not,  (to  whom  I  was 
obliged  for  this  attention.  I  received  it  with  no  particular  notice ;  little 
thinking,  at  that  time,  that,  in  eight  years,  Newhaven  would  be  the  only 
place  in  the  world,  in  which  J  might  confidently  expc(^  to  be  owned  as 

a  citizen. 
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a  'citizen.  On  my  arrival  in  Newliaven,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make 
lihj  acknowledgments  for  the  honmir  I  had  received.  But,  it  was  pro- 
bable, that  the  maglftrates  by  whom  it  had  been  conferred,  muft  have 
forgotten  the  little  tranfa6lion,  as  I  had  never  written  to  them,  in  anfwer 
to  their  letter.  I  went,  however,  to  vifit  them,  as  a  freeman  of  the 
town.  One  of  them  had  been  for  fome  years  in  France,  had,  ob- 
tained a  good  place,  and  had  alfo  been  at  Liancourt.  There,  while  I 
&t  -at  table  with  a  number  of  giiefts,  he  had  expreifed  a  defire  to  fee  the 
apartments.  PermifRon  was  readily  granted  on  my  part ;  and  he  was 
aflced  into  the  dining-room,  which  was  very  large.  But  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  fhew  him  any  other  attentions  than  were  paid  to  all  thole  who 
came,  almoft  daily,  to  fee  my  houle  and  gardens.  This  w^orthy  man,  how- 
ever, when  he  faw  me,  in  my  prefent  humble  condition,  recoUefted,  with 
lively  gratitude,  the  civilities  he  had  met  with,  at  my  feat,  which  I,  as 
was  natural,  had  quite  forgotten.  In  confequence  of  this,  I  was  received 
by  the  magiftrates  and  principal  burgefles  of  the  town,  with  a  warm  and 
hearty  welcome,  fuch  as  men  naturally  fliew  towards  a  perfon  whom 
they  fee  with  an  agreeable  furprize.  Mr.  Hillhouse,  mem.ber  of  the 
Congrefs,  with  whom  I  had  o.ccafion  to  become  acquainted  in  Philadel- 
phia, was  my  conductor  to  them.  He  is  a  worthy,  hofpitable  man,  of 
true  republican  principles  and  manners ;  as,  indeed,  are  all  the  people  of 
Connedlicut.  Yet,  I  cannot  help  preferring  thofe  of  MaiTachufetts,  who 
with  the  fame  plalnnefs,  are,  however,  lefs  precife,  and  more  amiable  in 
their  manners. 

FAIRFIELD.— NORWALK.— STAMFORD. 

The  State  of  Connefticut  extends  only  five  or  fix  miles  beyond  Stam- 
ford. This  traift  is  not  in  fo  good  a  fi:ate  of  occupancy  and  cultivation, 
as  that  through  which  I  had  come.  The  land  adjacent  to  the  fea,  is  in 
the  fame  fi:ate  as  that  which  lies  fomewhat  farther  back.  From  Penobf- 
cot  to  New  York,  it  is  full  of  rocks.  Yet,  fome  part  of  the  country 
through  which  the  road  leads,  is  verdant,  covered  with  rich  crops,  and 
agreeably  interefting  to  the  view.     A  confiderable  part  of  it  is  covered 
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with  woods,  confiding  chiefly  of  pines,  fprucc-firs,  and  birches.  Thirteen 
miles  from  Ncwhaven,  you  crofs  the  River  Stratford  in  a  very  good  and 
fafe  ferry-boat.  At  the  ferry,  the  river  is  about  hah*  a  mile  broad.  The 
road  is  uneven,  and  fb  flony,  as  to  be  not  at  all  plcafant  to  a  traveller. 
You  crofs  a  number  of  fmaller  flreams,  by  pafiing  along  tolerably  good 
bridges.  Thcfe  are  navigable,  only  when  fwollen  by  the  flowing  tide. 
There  are  two  or  three  fmall  vellels  which  trade  from  hence  to  New 
York  and  the  neighbouring  towns  :  and  at  leafl  one  goes  to  the  Antilles. 
I  faw  one  at  Neuwied,  that  had  cattle  on  board.  It  was  bound  for  the. 
Weft.  Indies  ;  though  its  tonnage  was,  indeed,  very  fmall.  All  thefe 
Imall  ports  or  creeks  belong  to  the  difi:ricl  of  Fairfield,  the  fmalleft  of 
four  into  which  Connecticut  is  divided.  The  exports  from  this  diflrift, 
amounted,  in  the  year  1/91,  to  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars;  in  the  year  17Q2,  to  fifty-three  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
feventeen  dollars  ;  in  1/93,  to  feventy-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
eight  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  fcventy-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twen.ty-{\x  dollars;  in  1795,  to  eighty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  dollars. 

Between  Fairfield  and  Stamford  are  frequent  rocks.  The  inhabitants 
are  not  very  numerous.  Some  villages  of  a  pretty  thrl\ing  appearance, 
are,  however,  to  be  feen  from  the  high  road.  No  culture  but  that  of 
meadows,  no  tillage,  appears^  It  is  faid  that  the  foil  is,  in  general,  fuf- 
hciently  fit  for  bearing  corn,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  climate  fubjeds 
the  crop  to  a  blafting  that  never  fails  to  fpoil  it  in  its  growth,  Thefe  dif- 
advantages  afFed  the  whole  territory  lying  along  this  part  of  the  coafl. 

ENVIRONS  OF  NEW  YORK.— PAULUSHOOIv. 

At  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Stamford,  the  traveller  enters  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  quality  of  the  land  is  ftill  the  fame.  From 
Newhaven,  the  road  ftill  leads  along  the  coaft,  in  the  fame  diretlion  with 
that  which  goes  to  New  London.  From  this  place,  the  coaft  of  Long 
Ifland,  is  forty, — from  Ncwhaven,  it  is  not  more  than  twenty,  miles, 
diftance.     But,  the  two  coafts  advance  continually  towards  one  another, 
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as  you  approach  New  York,  till,  at  laft,  oppofite  to  this  city,  the  fhores 
of  Long  Ifland  are  feeu  at  no  more  than  half  a  mile's  diftance.  Ships  of 
fmall  burthen  make  their  way  through  the  Sound,  to  New  York.  The 
palTage,  called  Hell  Gate,  is  fo  difficult  to  large  fliips,  that  it  w^as  at- 
tempted but  twice  in  the  time  of  the  American  war. 

A  fmall  part  of  the  road  has  been  conftruded  by  perfons  who  undertook 
this  bufmefs  upon  the  credit  of  a  toll  that  is  now  levied.  This  part  was, 
for  thefe  two  laft  years,  almoft  impaffable,  but  is  now  excellent.  Thofe 
fragments  of  rock  which  have  been  cleared  out  of  the  road,  are  piled  up 
along  its  fides,  and  ferve  to  prevent  any  deviation  beyond  the  juft  limits 
of  its  breadth.  The  pallage  to  the  ifland  of  New  York,  is,  by  King's 
Ferry,  at  the  diftance  of  fourteen  miles  from  that  city. 

This  ifland  is  feparated  from  the  main-land  by  a  narrow  arm  of  the 
North  River,  which  falls  into  the  Sound,  and  extends  in  length,  between 
the  Sound  and  that  noble  river.  It  is,  here,  a  mile  and  a  half  broad : 
And  on  its  oppofite  bank,  are  the  rugged  rocks  of  Jerfey.  The  foil  cf 
the  ifland  of  New  York,  is  a  barren  fand.  Some  not  very  produftive 
farms  lie  along  the  road ;  and  the  ifle  is  covered  with  frequent  country- 
houfes  belonging  to  rich  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  York,  The 
nearer  you  approach  to  the  town,  fo  much  the  more  handfome  and  nume- 
rous do  you  lee  thofe  country-houfes  to  become.  By  manure  and  labori- 
ous culture,  the  fields  have  been  made  to  yield  tolerable  crops,  and  the 
gardens,  with  great  difficulty,  to  produce  pulfe  and  pot-herbs. 

I  knew,  that  the  epidemical  ficknefs  w^as  fo  far  mitigated  in  New 
York,  that  the  communication  was  again  open  between  this  city  and 
Philadelphia.  But,  I  went  to  Elizabeth-town,  to  vifit  Mr.  R.icketts  ; 
not  knowing  how  extremely  fearful  both  he  and  his  Avifc  were,  left  the 
infecS:ion  fliould,  by  any  means,  be  communicated  to  their  children.  I, 
there,  determined  not  to  halt  in  New  York,  as  my  acquaintance  would, 
moft  probably,  have  left  the  town. 

MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVAFIONS. 

Granite  is  the  fpecies  of  rock  moft  prevalent  along  the  coafts  of  Maiia- 
jchufetts.  New-  Ham'pfhire,  and  Maine.    The  appearance  o{  its  fragments 
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on  the  furtace,  is  fufficicnt  to  enable  any  one  to  judge  of  the  quality  of 
the  foil,  even  without  examining  into  it,  more  particularly.  Granite  ii 
not,  howe\er,  the  only  fort  of  rock,  here,  to  be  difco\ered.  There  is  a 
great  abundance  of  lime-flone  at  Thomallown,  Belfall,  Ducktrap,  and 
Waldoborough.  A  fand-flone  is  there  found  in  yet  greater  plcnts:. 
There  is  fome  flate,  of  which  a  part  is  exccffively  hard  ;  though  it  be 
more  commonly  black  and  fcaly,  efpecially  at  the  corner  of  Beatrix-hill, 

The  lime-ftone  in  General  Knox's  quarries  at  Thomaftown  is  entirely 
cryftallized,  and  mixed  with  a  glittering  fand-llone.  Some  beautiful 
pieces  of  talc  are  occafionally  found  among  its  layers.  It  is  ealy  to  be 
burnt,  and  affords  very  good  quick-lime.  Farther  towards  the  back- 
country  of  Maine,  I  found  the  rocks  to  be  the  i'ame  as  on  the  coaft.  Such 
at  leaft  did  they  appear,  wherever  the  ground  was  ojxnied  to  any  depth. 
On  the  furface,  there  was  a  pure  gravel,  or,  more  commonly,  a  clay,  a 
fliffloam,  or  a  rich  vegetable  earth.  The  cataract  of  Androfcoa^gin, 
near  the  mouth  of  Kennebcck  River,  exhibits  ftrata  of  a  hard  fchillus. 
In  Portland  there  is  an  intermixture  of  granite  with  fand-ftonc  and  other 
glittering  flones.  From  the  heights  near  Portland,  are  feen  various  white 
rocks,  the  higheft  in  New  England.  They  are  fituatc  in  New  Hamp- 
fliirc.  They  lie,  in  an  affemblage  together,  behind  the  three  foremolt 
ranges  which  ftretch  from  north-caft  to  fouth-wcfi:.  They  divide  Mer- 
rimack from  Connecticut.  Thcv  arc  fccn  from  a  o;rcat  dilhmcc  calt- 
ward.  They  are  more  than  feventy  miles  diftant  from  Por.tfraoutlu 
They  are  faid  to  confifl  of  granite ;  but  I  did  not  fee  them  near  enough 
to  be  able  to  detennine.  Of  this  fort  arc  the  mountains  of  New  Hamp- 
fhirc  in  general.  On  the  way  from  Salem,  are  large  rocks  of  a  yellowiih- 
red  colour,  which  have,  at  firfc  fight,  the  appearance  of  jafper,  Init  are, 
in  fail,  only  a  very  hard  ochre.  In  the  vicinity  of  Boilon,  on  the  lea- 
Ihore,  and  in  the  fields  behind  the  tovvn,  are  a  great  variety  of  ferpentlnes, 
feldfpars,  and  different  other  ftones,  fomc  of  w  hich  are  exceedingly  beau- 
tiful. Beyond  Milton,  a  ^illage  at  the  dillance  of  two  miles  from  Bof 
ton,  is  a  traft  ofgrouncl  covered  over  \\itli  pudding-ftoncs  ;  and  the 
brooks  exhibit,  on  their  beds  water-worn  fragments  ot  granite,  fchoerl, 
and  fand-ftonc.     Strata  of  granite  and  fand-ftonc  are  eqiially  to  be  found  ^ 
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111  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  in  Rhode  Ifland,  and  in  the  environs 
of  Providence.     In  digging  for  wells  near  this  laft  town,  there  have  been 
found  an  afbelline- earth,  and  an  impure  lead-ore.      Such  is  the  general 
character  of  the  ftrata  along  the  coafts  of  Connefticut,  and  as  far  as  to 
New  York.     The  obfcrvations  I   made  on  the  terraces  of  fome  places 
contiguous  to  Mohawk's  River,    and  near  German  Flats,    are  ftill  more 
applicable  to  that  adjacent  to  Connecticut  River.     Sometimes  only  one, 
but  more  commonly  both  banks  of  the  river  confill:  of  flat  ground,  which 
is,  ever,  more  or  lefs,  under  water,  and  of  which  the  foil  is  a  clay.     At 
fome  dillance  backward,  thii3  level  ground  is  bounded  by  a  perpendicular 
elevation  of  the  fiirface,   to  the  height  of  from  twenty-five  to  forty  feet. 
Above  this,  is  another  level  plain,   the    foil    of  which,  is   naturally  dry. 
This  plain  is  bounded  by  another  abrupt  elevation  of  the  furface,  which 
has  the  appearance  of  having  been  executed  by  art  in  fome  period  of  very 
remote  antiquity.     Beyond  it,  is  another  fimilar  work,  apparently  ftill 
more  ancient.     There-  are,   in  fome  places,  four  alternations  of  theft 
plains  and  perpendicular  riies,  one  behind  another,  which  afcend  with  the 
regularity  of  terraces  in  a  garden,   to  the   fummits  of  the  hills.     Where 
the  hills  defccnd  to  the  very  brink  of  the  rivei*,  thefe  terraced  plains  are 
to  be  feen,  only  one  fide.      More  commonly,    howeyer,   they  appear  on 
both  fides:  And,  in  this  cafe,  the  correfponding  terraces,  on  the  oppofite 
fides,  are  of  the  fame   level.      Contemplating  thefe  wondertul  appear-- 
ances,  one  is  naturally  led  to  conjecture,  that  thefe  heights  were  once  the- 
immediate  banks  of  the  river,  which  in  defccnding  to  its  prefent  channel, 
gradually  formed  the  fuccellive  flats  and  perpendicular  elevations   that 
we   now   fee.      This  conjecture   is  farther  confirmed  by  the  faCt,   that 
thefe  heights  are   compofed'of  a  very  white  argillaceous  fchl-ftus,  which 
crumbles  into  a  powder,   in  the  air,  fuch  as' proves  to  be  a  fat  earth,  is 
excellent  for  vegetation,  and  is  of  the  fame  fort,  as  the  foil  of  thefe  inter- 
jacent flats.      In  opening  the  foil  of  thefe  flats,  people  often  find  branches 
of  trees,  in  a  more  or  lefs    perfeft  ftate  of  prefervation.      Thefe,   in  the 
moill  ftate  in  v/hlch  they  are  found,  may  be  moulded  with  the  fingers, 
like  clay  ;  but,  when  dry,  they  refume   the  compact,   fibrous  texture  of 
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wood.  I  have  not  heard  that  uholc  trees  have  been  found  in  this  fitiia- 
tlon :  but,  it  is  probable,  that,  in  digging  deeper,  inch  might  be  met 
with, 

I  have  found,  here,  no  remains  of  marine  animals.  The  Itones  in  the 
river  exhibit  no  petrifacRiions  of  animals,  at  leaft,  none  that  I  could  fee. 
In  the  interior  country  are  found  flates  of  various  forms,  colours,  and 
qualities. 

TREES. 

The  different  trees  in  the  province  of  Maine  are  nearly  the  fame  as 
thofe  iiTthc  province  of  Canada.  Some,  fuch  as  the  thuya  occidentalis, 
are  not  found  farther  fouthward.  The  filvcr  fir  grows  in  great  plenty,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  North  Yarmouth.  The  red  oak,  the  white  oak, 
and  another  fort  of  oak  that  grows  not  above  the  height  of  fifteen  feet, 
with  no  confiderablc  thicknefs,  and  is  ufed  only  for  fewel,  are  to  be  found 
there.  The  black  fir,  the  Weymouth  pine,  the  red  cedar,  the  common 
fir,  the  red  maple,  the  Pennfylvanian  afli,  the  black  birch,  and  the  dwarf 
birch  are,  there,  common.  Thefe  trees  are,  alfo,  found  in  Malfachufetts, 
New  Hampfhire,  and  Connefticut.  The  faflafras  is  very  common  in  the 
laft  mentioned  flatc  ;  but,  rare  in  the  province  of  Maine.  The  balm- 
poplar  I  have  not  fcen  northward  of  New  Hampfliirc. 

FOWLS. 

Here  is  a  wonderful  diverfity  of  fmall  fowls,  particularly  in  regard  to 
colour.  I  was  in  Maine,  juft  about  the  time  when  the  wood-pigeons  go 
fouthward.  They  are  engaged  for  the  fpacc  of  a  week  in  taking  their 
departure.  An  innumerable  multitude  of  thefe  fowls,  is  then  fccn  to 
darken  tlie  air,  to  hang  upon  the  trees,  and  to  light  on  the  fields.  In 
fpring  and  harveft,  they  are  killed  in  thoufands,  throughout  all  the 
United  States. 

SQUIRRELS. 
Squirrels  abound  throughout  all  America ;  but,  in  New  England,  i\'i\\ 
more  than  any  where  elfe.     They  arc  of  diticrent  forts,  and  various  co- 
lours 
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lours.     The  fmall  grey  fquirrel  is  dlftinguillicd  from  tlie  -lying  i-iulrrel. 
i>ome  of  the  Americans  cat  their  flcfh. 

ELIZABETH-TOWN. 
As  I  could  fpend  but  little  time  here,  and  was  unlucky  in  coming  un- 
fcafonably  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rlckctts,  my  information  rela- 
tive to  this  town,  is,  therefore,  but  inconfiderable.  The  territory  of  this 
townfliip  was  purchafed  from  the  Indians  in  the  year  l004,  and  was  firfl: 
occupied  by  emigrants  from  Long  Ifland.  At  prefent,  the  town  confifts 
of  about  two  hundred  well-built  houfes,  two  handfome  churches, — of 
which  one  belongs  to  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,  the  other  to  the  Prefby- 
terians,  a  decent  council-houfe,  and  an  academy.  At  the  diftance  of  a 
mile  weftward  from  the  town,  is  the  courfe  of  PaiTaik  River,  which 
paffes  to  the  north  of  Statcn  Ifland,  and  falls  into  the  bay  of  New  York 
This  convenience  of  fituation  for  water-carriage,  renders  Elizabeth -town 
a  confiderable  mart  for  thofe  produ6ts  of  the  back  lands  of  New  Jerfey, 
which  are  imported  into  New  York.  At  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Ricketts,  I 
met  with  Mrs.  Kean,  whom  I  had  been  often  in  company  with,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  preceding  winter,  and  from  whom  I  had  experienced 
great  hofpitality.  She  now  wore  a  mourning- drels,  liaving  lofk  her  huf- 
band,  who  died,  foon  after  my  departure  from  Philadelphia,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  moft  refpedlable  men  in  all  America.  Mr.  Ricketts,  a  gentle- 
man of  Englifh  defcent ;  long  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the  Englifh  army ; 
is  frank  and  open  in  his  manners ;  and  bears  the  charad:er  of  being  a  tnte 
'Englijli  coJintry-gentleman.  He  poiTefles,  likewife,  a  rich  plantation  in 
Jamaica,  from  which  he  brings  all  his  negroes ;  the  laws  of  Jerfey  ftUl 
permitting  flavery.  In  the  northern  American  States,  fuch  fervitude  is 
far  from  being  fo  fevere  as  in  the  iflands.  But,  manners,  not  laws,  pro- 
duce the  only  difference.  There  is  no  law  to  hinder  an  inhabitant  of 
Jerfey  from  beating,  and  otherwife  cruelly  uiing,  his  negro-flave.  Should 
he  mutilate  his  flave  of  a  limb,  or  beat  an  eye  out  of  his  head  ;  the  courts 
of  juftice  may  condemn  the  mafler  to  a  temporary  imprifonmcnt,  but 
have  no  power  either  to  fet  the  injured  flave  at  liberty,  or  to  order  him  to 
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be  lold  to  a  dhicrcufc  mafter.  It  is  not,  therefore,  probable,  that  even  a 
tyrannical  mailer  can  be  checJced  by  luch  carclcfs  regulations.  Such  a 
litnaiion  of  things  niuil:  be  fnocking  in  any  country,  but  above  all,  in  a 
free  republican  ftatc.  But,  the  negroes  of  Mr.  Ricketts,  are,  in  all  rc- 
fpedls,  as  well  treated,  as  any  labourers  who  are  freemen,  can  pofTibly  1)C. 
The  liberty  here  allowed  of  kecpi-nsc  nccro-lia-iTs.  and  the  general  opi- 
nions  of  the  countrv  in  favour  offlavcry,  have  brought  into  New  Jerfcy, 
a  number  of  French  emigrants  from  St.  Domingo,  who  have  fct  many 
of  their  negroes  at  libert)'.  Theie  families  have  left  moft  of  their  pro- 
perty vinder  the  protection  of  the  Englifli  ;  a  conduct  of  which  they  do 
not  much  boaft.  Some  of  them  are  eager  to  diftinguilli  themfclvcs  by 
their  principles  and  behaviour,  more  than  the  reil :  But,  even  thofe  arc 
not  altogether  free  from  the  prejudices  of  the  planter. 

During  my  fnort  ftay  at  New  York,  I  could  not  vrithout  great  anxiety, 
fix  my  mind  on  the  objects  before  me ;  for  I  Vvas  in  carnell  expectation 
of  letters  from  Europe,  which  greatly  agitated  both  my  hopes  and  fears. 
In  this  ftatc  of  mind,  I  could  have  made  but  little  progrefs  in  any  en- 
quiries into  the  circumftances  of  a  town  of  fo  great  importance,  that  a 
much  lonsrer  time  would  have  been  reauifite  to  enable  one  to  know  much 
about  it.  I  have  fmce  had  occafion  to  make  a  longer  vifit  to  this  place  : 
And  I  fliall,  therefore,  delay  making,  any  remarks  concerning  it,  till  I 
come  to  fpcak  of  that  journey.  I  have  feen  the  leader  oi:  that  \^  hich  is 
called  the  Federalift  Party.  According  to  what  I  have  heard  of  Mr.  Jay 
from  his  friends,  he  himfelf  would  make  as  bad  a  Prefident,  as  his  treaty 
makes  a  fyftem,  for  the  regulation  of  the  intercourle  between  America 
and  Britain.  It  is  affirmed,  that  he  liftened  to  every  piece  of  new  in- 
formation, and  in  the  unfolding  of  his  reafons  and  defigns,  availed  him- 
felf of  every  political  incident.  How  far  he  may  follow^  out  this  odious 
fyftem  of  conduft,  I  know  not ;  that  it  is,  in  truth,  his  fyftem,  I  have  no 
doiibt. 

What  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Hamilton  himfelf  confirms  me  in  mv 
previous  opinion,  that  he  could  not  but  wilh  for  a  better  treaty.  He  is 
one  of  the  ableft  men  I  have  hitherto  known  in  America.     He  polfcflbs 
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a  comprehenfive  mind,  the  energy  of  genius,  clearncfs  of  ideas,  a  flowing 
eloquence,  knowledge  of  all  forts,  lively  fenfibility,  a  good  character,  and 
very  an>iable  manners.  This  praife  rather  fails  fhort  of  his  defert,  than 
exceeds  it. 

Mr.  King,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and  a  leader  of  the  party  to 
which  he  belongs,  is  alfo  a  man  highly  diftinguilhed  for  his  talents,  and 
for  the  worth  and  amiablenefs  of  his  charafter.  Party-fpirit  infe<5ts  the 
moft  refpe<3:able,  as  well  as  the  mcaneft  of  men.  All  that  I  have  re- 
marked in  New  York,  and  whatever  I  have  learned  in  other  places, 
during  the  lall  three  months,  leads  me  to  fear,  that  America  cannot  long 
continue  to  enjoy  its  prefent  internal  tranquillity ;  a  tranquillity  effen- 
tially  neceifary  to  confirm  and  extend  that  high  proiperity  which  many 
other  circumflances  feem,  at  prefent,  to  confpirc  to  beftow  upon-thefe 
United  States. 

While  1  was  at  New  York,  I  made  an  excurfion  to  the  beautiful 
country-feat  of  Colonel  Burr.  The  Colonel,  in  regard  to  politics,  be- 
longs to  the  Oppofition.    He  is  one  of  the  moll  amiable  men  I  ever  faw. 

The  yellow-fever  has  raged  for  thefe  laft  three  months  in  New  York, 
and  has  cut  off  a  great  many  lives,  yet  has  been,  in  the  whole,  lefs  fatal, 
here,  at  this  time,  than  it  was,  laft  year,  at  Philadelphia.  It  has  coii- 
fmed  its  ravages  to  that  part  of  the  town,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  har- 
bour. Its  rage  begins  to  be,  for  the  prefent,  fomewhat  affuaged.  But, 
medicine  does  not  appear  to  have,  as  yet,  found  out  any  very  fuccefsful 
mode  of  treating  this  diftemper. 

Between  Elizabethtown  and  New  York,  lies  the  town  or  village  of 
Newark.  It  is  one  of  the  fincft  villages  in  America.  It  confifts  of  one 
very  long  and  very  broad  ftreet,  the  fides  of  which  are  planted  thick  with 
rows  of  trees,  and  which  is  compofed  of  truly  handfome  houfes.  Thefe 
are  all  of  brick  or  wood,  and  every  one  of  them  has,  behind  it,  a  neat 
garden.  Newark  is  the  ufual  ftage  for  the  mail-coaches  and  for  travellers 
palling  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  There  arc,  of  confequencc, 
a  number  of  good  inns  in  this  place.  This  part  of  the  country  is  parti- 
cularly famous  for  its  cyder;  which  is  greatly  fuperior   to   that  produced 
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in  the  other  parts  of  Jerfej' ;  though  even  the  relt  ot  the  Jctfcy  cyder  be 
preferable  to  whatever  is  produced  any  where  clfe  in  America, — even  to 
the  cvder  of  Virginia,  which  is  reckoned  qxcccdifigly  good.  A  Ihoe- 
maker  who  manufaclures  iliocs  for  exportation^  emplo\s,  here,  between 
three  hundred  and  four  hundred  workmen, — almoft  one  halt  ot  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town.  The  number  of  thcfe,  has  been  greatly  aug- 
mented by  the  influx  of  families  which  the  late  maifacres  have  driveu 
from  St.  Doming-o  and  the  other  French  ifiands.  Newark  lies  on  the 
river  Pallaik.  Coming  frona  New  York,  we  are  obliged  to  pafs  through 
a  trati  of  exceedingly  fwampy  ground.  A  road  was,  about  a  year  fnice, 
conftruded,  for  the  firft  time,  through  this  morafs.  It  confills  ot  trees 
having  their  branches  cut  away,  difpofed  longitudmally,  one  beildc  an- 
other, and  flightly  covered  \'\ith  earth  :  This  road  is,  of  courfe,  ftill  very 
difagreeable  to  the  traveller,  and  very  difficult  for  carriages.  Though 
on  horfeback,  I  was  little  annoyed  by  this  inconvenience  :  I  was  more 
difagrecably  I'enfible  of  its  difadvantageous  narrownefs,  which  is  fuch, 
that  two  carriages  cannot  pafs  one  another  upon  it,  and  that,  even  two 
perfons  meeting  on  horfeback,  cannot  eafily  avoid  juflling  one  another. 
Tliis  ill-conilruded,  and  far  too  narrow  caufeway,  has  coll  a  great  ex- 
pence.  It  is  three  miles  long,  and  has,  at  each  end,  a  broad  wooden 
bridge  of  Irrong  and  handfome  conftrudion.  The  toll  cxacled  at  the 
bridges  is  intended  to  defray  the  expcnce  of  the  road. 

The  way  between  Newark  and  Elizabethtown,  leads  through  an 
agreeable  countr}',  adorned  with  good  houfes,  and  iarms  having  a  pleaf- 
iiig  afpccl  of  cukiA  ation.  The  fields  arc  planted  with  fruit-trees,  par- 
ticularlv  with  peach-trees,  which  are  very  common  in  Jerfey.  I  lell  in 
with  a  lox-chate  in  my  fliort  journey  on  this  road.  It  is  a  common  di- 
\  crfion  with  the  gentlemen  of  Jerfey,  at  leafi;  in  thefe  parts  ;  and  here,  as 
111  England,  every  one  joins  the  chace,  who,  either  has  ahorfe  of  his  own, 
or  can  borrow  one.  I  Ihould  almoft  have  thought,  at  the  firft  fight,  that 
1  was  in  Suffolk  :  but,  both  dogs  and  horfes  were  of  a  much  more  in- 
ditlcrcnt  appearance,  tlnm  thofe  I  fhould,  there,  have  fccn. 

WOOD- 
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WOODBRIDGE. 

From  Elizabethtown  to  Woodbridge,  a  trad  of  ten  miles,  the  land  is, 
in  general,  in  a  good  ftate  of  cultivation,  but  is  more  commonly  laid  out 
in  meadows,  and  planted  with  maize,  than  drcflcd  for  wheat.  The  foil 
is  light  and  fandy.  When  moderately  manured,  it  yields  wheat.  I  faw 
fome  fields  green  with  wheat  of  a  very  good  and  promifmg  appearance. 
The  ravages  of  the  Heffian-fly  greatly  difcourage  all  the  farmers  in  Jer- 
fcy  from  the  culture  of  wheat.  Nothing  lefe  than  the  prefent  high  price 
could  overcome  the  diflike  which,  here,  exifts  towards  it,  as  an  article 
of  crop. 

Woodbridge  is  a  long  village,  many  of  the  houfes  of  which,  lie  at  good 
dlftances  from  one  another.  It  is  interfe6tcd  by  a  fmall  ftream,  which 
foon  after  joins  a  greater  one,  called  Arthurkill,  that  falls  into  the  conti- 
guous bay  of  Amboy.  The  road,  as  you  approach  Woodbridge,  leads, 
thrice,  acrofs  the  river  Barray,  on  which  lies  the  fmall  village  of  Bridge- 
town. This  is  one  of  the  mofl:  plcafmg  little  places  on  the  whole  way, 
on  account  of  the  varioufly  cultivated  fields  lying  around  it,  its  fmall  but 
very  neat  houfes,  and  its  many  fine  orchards. 

BRUNSWICK. 
Between  Woodbridge  and  Brunfwick,  the  land  is  not  fertile^  The 
meadows  are  tracts  of  rough  ground.  Many  unculti^•atcd  fields  are  to  be 
feen,  which  yield  no  other  produce  than  a  coarfe  grafs.  But,  even  from' 
the  heights  over  which  the  road,  at  times,  runs,  the  traveller  has  agree- 
able profpe<3;s  of  the  river  Rariton  as  far  as  to  Amboy,  of  Amboy  itfclf, 
and  ofStaten  Ifland,  with  the  adjacent  expanfe  of  waters.  It  is  a  rich 
and  noble  profped:,  but  one  of  which  the  eye  foon  tires.  You  approach 
the  firfi;  houfes  in  Brunfwick  by  paffing  along  a  handfome  wooden  bridge 
that  leads  acrofs  the  river  Rariton.  It  is  new,  and  jufi:  about  to  be 
finiflicd ;  for  a  flood,  laft  year,  carried  away  a  former  bridge  of  too 
flight  <;onftru(5lIon,  that  had  been  erefted,  the  year  before.  BrunfU'ick  is 
the  principal  town  of  the  county  of  Middlefex,    which   contains  about 
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feventecn  thoulaiid  inhabitants,  of  whom  two  thoufand  arc  flaves.  This 
town  contains,  at  prcfent,  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants ; 
and  its  population  is  annually  cncreafmg.  The  furrounding  territory  and 
the  river  lie  exceedingly  low.  This  Irnall-town  is  the  mart  for  the  pro- 
duce of  all  the  adjacent  country,  and  for  that  of  the  back-lands — to  the 
great  hills,  a  tratt  of  twenty  miles  in  extent.  By  the  river  Ptariton,  it 
has  a  direct  intercourfe  by  water,  and  a  confiderably  brilk  traffic,  with 
the  town  of  New  York. 

PRINCETOWN. 

As  you  approach  from  Brunfwick,  the  adjoining  territory  is,  for  two  or 
three  miles,  pretty  agreeable.  It,  then,  becomes  rough,  and  of  a  very  in- 
different, reddilli  foil.  The  land  is  covered,  and  even  the  road  ob- 
ftrufted,  with  large  maflcs  of  fchiftus.  The  way  paffcs  on,  from  hill  to 
hill ;  and  yet,  no  interefting  profpe6l  appears,  to  compenfate  the  toil  of 
fach  a  journey.  Two  or  three  fmall  ftreams  are  to  be  crofTed,  which 
have  mills  upon  them.  Three  miles  from  Frincetown,  the  land  becomes 
more  level,  exhibits  a  better  lliow  of  cultivation,  and  is,  in  general,  more 
agreeable  to  the  eye.  The  houfes  belonging  to  Princetown  are,  for  the 
fpace  of  a  mile,  cluftcred  together,  in  what  is  called  a  town,  which  may 
confift  of  from  feventy  to  eighty  houfes,  in  all.  Almoft  all  of  thefe  are 
furroundcd  with  beautiful  fhrubbery. 

Princetown  Is  famous  throughout  America,  as  the  feat  of  an  excellent 
college.  Here  are  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ftudents,  from  all  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

MAIDENHEAD. 

Eight  miles  from  Princetown,  lies  Maidenhead,  where  I  am,  at  pre- 
fent,  writing,  on  this  Tuefday,  the  8th  of  November.  I  chofe  this  petty 
inn,  to  avoid  falling  in  with  the  ftage-coaches, .  the  paffengers  in  whicli, 
jiaturally  engrofs  all  the  accommodation,  at  the  inns  at  which  they 
ufually  ffop,  in  preference  to  any  folitary  rider.  I  defired  to  obtain  fbme 
reft.   In  regard  to  the  inconvenience  from  the  flage-coachcs,  at  any  other 

inn. 
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Inn,  I  was  very  iiidiiferent :  but  as  to  my  reft,  I  was  not  indifFerent ;  and 
in  this  fmall  place  I  hoped  to  erijoy  it.  But  the  only  bed-chamber  in  the 
houfe  happened,  when  I  alighted,  to  be  occupied  by  a  club  of  the  labourers 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  aflcmbled  from,  the  diftance 
of  two  miles  round.  Thefe  were  joined  by  people  drawn  together  on  ac- 
count of  a  horfe-race,  which  was  to  be  run  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles 
from  Maidenhead.  Thcfe  people  had  foon  a  glafs  of  grog  in  their 
heads,  and  began  to  make  a  confiderable  buftle  in  the  inn,  I  Avas  necef- 
farily  obliged  to  retire  with  my  table,  into  a  fmall  corner  by  the  fire,  to> 
anfwer  the  queftions  which  they  put  to  me,  and  to  give  them  the  ufc  of 
my  pen,  to  fcrawl  out  their  accounts.  They  were  the  bcft  folks  in  the 
world ;  only,  in  refped:  to  their  writing,  a  little  more  of  fcholars  than 
was  quite  agreeable  tome.  I  muft,  however,  do  them  thejuftice,  to  own, 
that  they  did  not  hinder  me  from  fmoking  my  fcgar. 

ARRIVAL  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 
From  Maidenhead  to  Trenton,  the  land  is  moderately  good.    At  many 
places  through  which  the  way  runs,  it  is  ftill  uncleared.     Trenton  is  the 
principal  town  of  the  State  of  New  Jerfey.     It  contains  about  three 
hundred  houfes,  moft  of  which  arc  of  wood.     Thofe  of  the  hifh-ftrecL 
are  fon:tcwhat  better  in  ftruAure  than  the  reft;  yet  ftill  but  -^ery  mode- 
rate in  their  appearance.    Trenton  pofleffes  all  the  ufual  public  buildings 
of  the  capital  of  a  ftate.     About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  this  town,  is 
the  paffage   over  the  Delaware  by  a  ferry,  which,  though  ten  ftage- 
coaches  daily  pafs  in  it,   is  fuch,  that  it  would  be  reckoned   a.  very  bad 
ferry  in  Europe.     The  river  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  broad. 
Here  begin  thofe  rapid  defcents  in  this  river,  which  interrupt  its  afccnd- 
ing  navigation  for  all  but  flat-bottomed  vefl^els  of  eight  or  ten  tons  bur- 
then.    On  the  farther  fide  of  the  river,  the  retrofped  to  Trenton  is,  in  a 
confiderable  degree,  pleafing.     The  ground  between  that  town  and  the 
Delaware  is  fmooth,  floping,  decorated  with  the  flowers  and  verdure  ofs 
fine  meadow.     In  the  environs  of  the  town,  too,  are  a  number  of  hand- 
fome  villas  which  greatly  enrich  the  landfcape.     Trenton  is  the  head- 
town 
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town  of  the  county  of  Middlcton,  which  contahis  about  fix  thoiifand 
inhabitants,  and,  among  thcfc,  between  four  and  five  hundred  flaves. 
This  county  extends  back  towards  the  hills,  and  there  is  much  of  it  as 
yet  uncleared  and  unoccupied.  Soon  after  crofTing  the  river,  the  tra- 
veller comes  to  Morril\ille.  IIobert  Mouius,  proprietor  of  all  the  lands 
on  which  this  tov.n  is  placed, -has  here  a  fine  country  feat.  He  has  efta- 
bliflied  here  a  number  of  forges  :  there  is  much  iron  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  other  advantages  for  tlie  manufafture  concur  :  yet  the  cllabhflimcnt 
has  not  hitherto  proved  fuccefsful.  The  extent  of  his  fpeculations  fomc- 
what  difordercd  his  affairs.  Withdrav\ang,  in  confequence  of  this,  from 
a  part  of  that  immcnfe  multiplicity  of  bufmefs  in  which  he  was  formerly 
engaged  ;  he  will  now  be  able  to  attend  to  the  collefting  of  the  taxes 
with  an  increafcd  \  igilance,  which  can  hardly  fad  to  make  them  produc- 
tive :  for  no  man  can  bring  more  of  intelligence,  adlivity,  and  zeal,  than 
Robert  Morris,  to  the  care  of  all  that  regards  the  public  good,  as  he  fiii'- 
iicientlv  evinced  in  the  courfe  of  the  Revolution. 

Having  croficd  the  DclaMare,  the  traveller  is  within  the  limits  of 
the  pro\incc  of  Pennfylvania,  and  at  the  diftance  of  four  and  thirty 
miles  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  road  leading  along  the 
river,  fometimes  clolb  to  its  banks,  fijmetimes  receding  more  or  lefs  from 
it,  pafles  through  the  beautiful  villages  of  Briftol  and  Frankfort.  The 
land  docs  not  fccm  to  be  very  good ;  yet,  is  not  worfc  than  fome  other 
lands  that  arc  under  culture,  in  Pennfyhania.  The  road  is  broad,  and 
in  a  good  ftate  of  repair.  No  one  of  the  other  ftatcs  pays  fo  much  at- 
tention as  Pennfylvania,  to  its  roads  and  bridges.  A  munber  of  good 
houfcs  are  fecn  from  the  highway.  The  nearer  }on  approacli  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  fo  much  tlic  more  remarkably  docs  every  thing  aifume  tlic  ap- 
pearance natural  to  tlic  a  icinitj-  of  a  great  town. 

Paffmg  Kenfmgton,  j^ovi  enter  that  capital  of  Pennfylvania,  and,  in 
truth,  of  all  America,  where  almoll:  all  their  great  trading  Hiips,  arc  built. 

My  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  nay,  in  truth,  even  the  fight  of  its  ileeple, 
excited  in  my  mind,  fomev.hat  of  that  delight  which  one  feels,  upon  re- 
turning,   after  long   abfence,  to  one's   own   home.     It  was  here   I  firil 

landed 
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landed  from  Europe  ;  here  have  I  lived  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
I  have  been  in  America ;  here  are  my  moft  intimate  acquaintance,  who, 
though  but  new,  are  the  oldeft  I  have  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Among 
them  are  the  refpecftable  family  of  Chew,  by  which  I  have  been  ever 
received  with  all  the  kindnefs  due  to  a  brother. 

I  thus  terminated  a  journey  of  feven  months  continuance,  on  which 
I  cannot  reflect  without  feeling  pleafure  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  vvhich  I 
found  few  things  but  fuch  as  I  have  had  o^cafion  to  mark  with  approba- 
tion ;  though  the  fatigues  which  I  now  feel,  makes  it  neceffary  for  liie 
to  take  fome  time  for  refrcflimcnt  and  repoie. 


JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY  INTO  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 


ALTHOUGH  exceedingly  defirous  to  accomplifh  my  journey  into 
the  Southern  States,  before  the  coming  on  of  the  exceffive  heats  ;  I 
was,  however,  obhged  to  delay  my  departure  from  Philadelphia,  till  the 
end  of  the  month  of  March.  As  the  direft  intercourfe  of  trade  between 
Charleftown  and  Philadelphia,  is  interrupted,  during  the  winter  ;  I  could 
not  fooner  obtain  a  paflagc  to  Charleftown.  On  Thurfday,  the  24th  of 
March,  I  took  fhipping  for  Carolina  on  board  a  vefTel  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  burthen,  that  fails  conftantly,  between  Philadelphia  and 
Charleftown.  It  is  intended  to  ferve  partly  as  a  packet-boat  ;  and  the 
cabin  is  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  a  dozen  paffcngers.  But,  my  fel- 
low paiTengers  and  I  were  twenty-five  in  number,  not  to  fpeak  of  four 
negroes  who  were  likewife  on  board  ;  and  we  were  crowded  together,  in 
the  moft  difagreeable  manner  imaginable.  The  ov\  ncr  of  the  vclfel  was 
to  receive  twenty-five  times  twenty-five  piaftres  for  our  pafiage  ;  the 
captain  was  to  receive  twenty-five  times  twenty  piaftres  for  our  board 
during  the  courfc  of  it.  It  was,  therefore,  reafonable  for  us  to  expect, 
that  we  were  not  to  i)e  packed  together,  like  fo  many  bales  of  goods  ; 
and  that  they  would  certainly  not  receive  into  the  veficl,  ten  more  than 
the  ftipulated  number  of  paffengers.  Though  we  had,  for  two  days, 
nothing  but  calms  and  contrary  winds  ;  the  whole  paflagc  was,  howcA'cr, 
only  of  fix  days  duration.  Nothing  of  confcqucnce  occurred  to  our  ob- 
fervation,  in  the  courfe  of  it.  We  met  with  not  more  than  four  fliips, 
as  wc  failed  on. 

One  of  my  fellow  pafliengers  was  Mr.  Ellworth,  of  Conne<5llcut,  re- 
cently 


BY  THE  DUKE  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCA'JLT  LIANCOUB.T.  553 

ccntly  appointed  Chief  Juftice  of  the  United  States.     All  the  Americans 
who  were  with  us,   and  they  were  almoft  all  young  people,   fliewed  him 
no  more  regard  than  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  negroes ;  though  he  be, 
next  after  the  Prefident,  the  firft  perfon  in  the  United  States,  or  perhaps, 
indeed,  the  very-  firft.     Difrefpecl  to  their  feniors  and  to  perfons  in  pub- 
lic office,  feems  to  be  flrongly  afFed:ed   among  the  Americans  ;  fuch  at 
leaft  is  the  humour  of  the  rude  and  ill-bred  among  them.     This,  furely, 
proceeds  from  miftaken  notions  of  liberty  :  for,  if  ever  the  public  office- 
bearers have  a  right  to  general  refped; ;  it   muft  be,  above  all,   in  thofe 
free  governments,  in  which  they  hold  their  authorities  in  confequence  of 
the  election  of  the  people.     It  is  even  aflonlfliing,  to  fee,  how  difrefpeft- 
fully  the  people  carry  themfelves,  in  regard  to  the  courts  of  jullice.  They 
appear  at  the  bar,  with  their  hats  on  their  heads,  talk,  make  a  noife, 
fmoke  their  pipes,   and  cry  out  againft  the  fentences  pronounced.     This 
laft  piece  of  conduft  is  univerfal :  and  there  are,  perhaps,  fome  petty  in- 
ftances  of  injuftice  in  the  courts,  which   make   it  to  be  not  without  its 
ufe.  However,  this  deficiency  in  refped  to  the  ftate  officers  who  difcharge 
the  public  fundlions,  and  adminifler  juftice — one  of  the  greatefl  bleffings 
of  focial  life, — is  actually  feditious,  and  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
idea  of  a  people  living  under  a  ftable  government. 

We  had  five  or  fix  Frenchmen  from  St.  Domingo,  on  board.     Two 
of  them  could  not  divert  their  minds  from  melancholy  refledlion  upon 
the  lofs  of  their  property.     They  were,  however,  gentle,  courteous,and 
agreeable  companions.     I  pafled  moft  of  my  time,  in  endeavouring  to 
obtain  fome  previous  knowledge  of  the   country  which  I  was   about  to 
traverfe.     In  this,   I   was   agreeably  aided  by  the   converfation   of  Mr. 
Pringle,  Attorney-general  of  South  Carolina.     He  was  returning  from 
appearing  as  defender  for  a  French  privateer,   in  a  caufe  before  the  fu- 
preme  court  in  Philadelphia.     We  fmoked  our  tobacco  very  often  to- 
gether,  on  the  deck,  in  the  cabin,   and  in  the  fmall  after-cabin.     I  was 
afhoniflied  at  the  careleffnefs  of  the  perfons   fmoking  their  fegars.      But, 
my  aftonifhmcnt  became   infinitely  greater,  when,  on  the  day  after  our 
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arrival,  I  wiihcd  to  take  my  baggage  iVom  on  board,  and  faw  two  hun- 
dred tons  of  gunpowder  brought  out  of  the  Ihip,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
there  was  fome  of  it  fcattered  about  in  the  ftiip.  That  gunpowder  had 
been  fuffered  to  Ue  under  owr  tabic  over  which  we  fmokcd  our  fegars, 
and  while  the  palTage  into  the  apartment  below,  was  ufiially  left  open. 

At  the  mouth   of  Charleftown  River,  is  a  fand-bank,  extending  from 
one  Ihore  to  the  other.     It  is  compofed  of  pretty  hard  fand,  on  which  a 
fliip  may  eafdy  flrike,  but  has  four  openings,  by  Avhich  vcllels  arc  navi- 
gated acrofs  it.     Of  thcfe  the   deepeft  has  fourteen  feet  of  water  when 
the  tide  is  flowing,   and   twelve   feet  of  water  when  it  has  ebbed.     At 
fpring-tides  it  is  covered  with  water  to  the  depth  of  twenty  feet.     This 
fand  bank  is  never  pafled  in  the  night.      To  prevent  vcflels  from  the  dan- 
ger of  fhipwreck,  which  would  othcrvs  ife  be,    in  this   place,    very  great, 
both  buoys  in  the  water,  and  fuitable  marks  on  land,  have  been  carefully 
provided.     Thefc   are   exceedingly   neceffary  ;  for   though   the   fca  was 
calm,  and  the  water  clear,  we  fliould  not  have  diftinguifhcd  the  proper 
place,  if  it  had  not  been  particularly  indicated  to  us.      Ships  can  anchor 
with  fafcty  on  good  anchorage  ground,  immediately  before  the  fand  bank. 
But  this  they  do  not  A'cnturc,  unlefs  the  wind  be   faint,  and  the  billows 
calm.  After  paffing  the  fand  bank,  fliips  find  good  ground  for  anchorage, 
all  the  way  up  to  Charleftown.  The  belt  anchorage  ground  is  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  town. 

Charleftov/n  lies  twelve  miles  from  the  fiind  bank,  at  the  conflux  ot 
the  rivers  Cooper  aiid  Afliley.  A  fmall  wooden  fort  on  Fox  Ifland,  the 
remains  of  the  old  fort  Johnfon,  ferves  but  for  a  very  imperfed:  defence 
to  guard  the  harbour.  The  eredlion  of  another  fort  has  been  projctled, 
which  is  to  fland  on  Sullivan  Ifland,  and  of  which  the  range  ot  the  guns 
will  crofs  that  of  thofc  in  Fort  Johnfon.  The  s>;overnment,  to  which  the 
ifle  belongs,  gave  pcrmifliion,  four  years  fuice,  for  perfons  to  build  upon 
it,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  hold  thcmfelvcs  ready  to  remove,  ^\hen- 
ever  it  might  require.  This  ifle  is  reckoned  to  be  very  healthy.  Tlie 
more  opulent  inhabitants  of  the  town,  therefore,   have  hoi;fes  here,  to 

which 
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\N  hich  tliey  rcfort  in  the  fummcr  heats,  that  they  may  breathe  a  purer 
and  cooler  air,  which  is  very  foHcitoufly  defircd  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rice  grounds  contiguous  to  the  town.  It  is  eafy  to  forcfcc  that  the  people 
who  now  refbrt  hither  in  iiich  numbers,  will  be  difpoled  to  thwart  the 
government,  when  it  fhall  refolve,  for  the  fccurity  of  the  harbour,  to  re- 
new thofe  fortifications  which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  a  great  manv  lives 
by  the  Englifli,  when  they  feizcd  this  town  in  the  year  178O.  The  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  are  exceedingly  defirous  to  put  this  ille 
into  a  fufficient  condition  of  permanent  defence,  fuch  as  might  give  full 
fecurity  to  one  of  the  moft  important  harbours  they  poilefs.  The  general 
government  wiflies  the  conftitution  to  be  in  this  inllance  obeyed,  becaufe 
the  conftitution  confers  upon  it  the  power  of  this  harbour  :  But  the  ftate  of 
South  Carolina,  which  would  thus  lofe  the  command  of  the  harbour, 
ftrongly  oppofes  the  defign. 

Charleftown  was,  in  the  time  of  the  Englifli,  furrounded  with  fortifi- 
cations. Of  thofe  only  three  or  four  batteries,  part  good,  part  bad,  now 
remain.  A  French  engineer  has  lately  raifed  another  at  a  great  expence, 
but,  as  is  too  commonly  the  cafe  with  things  undertaken  in  America, 
this  fort  is  very  injudicioufly  conftrufted.  Towards  that  fide  which  is 
parallel  with  the  river,  the  range  of  its  guns  cannot  hinder  the  accefs  of 
fliips  into  the  road.  In  that  direftion,  too,  its  left  fide  extends  too  far, 
fo  that  the  cannon  cannot  be  levelled  at  any  other  objed;  than  the  houfes 
of  the  tOAMi.  The  battery  is  of  wood,  but  there  has  not  been  enough  of 
wood  ufed  in  its  conftruftion.  The  engineer  cxcufes  himfelf,  by  com- 
plaining that  he  has  not  been  fufficicntly  fupplied  with  money  for  the 
expence.  Why  then  did  he  undertake  a  w^ork,  which  he  was  not  fully 
to  complete  ?  For  this  he  can  offer  no  excule,  but  that  he  was  defirous 
to  be  employed ;  and  with  fuch  an  cxcufc  it  is  not  cafy  to  be  perfectly 
Satisfied. 

The  town  of  Charleftown  was  founded  in  the  vear  lG70.  Like  all 
the  reft  of  South  Carolina,  it  fiiffercd  much  in  the  war  that  ended  in  the 
revolution.  It  was  three  years  in  the  poflcffion  of  the  Englilli,  ^^■ho 
fpared  no  rigour  of  command,   no  cruelty  of  punifliment,   no  fpohation 
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ot  property,  that  could  fcrve  to  make  their  memory  odious.  Many  of 
the  houfes  which  tlicy  deftroyed  were  of  wood  ;  and,  inflead  of  tliofc, 
brick  houfes  have  been  fmce  cre(ftcd.  Still,  however,  fomc  of  the  more 
opulent  inhabitants  prefer  wooden  houfes,  which  they  believe  to  be  a 
good  deal  cooler  than  thofc  which  are  of  brick.  Every  thing  peculiar  to 
the  buildings  of  this  place  is  formed  to  moderate  the  exceffive  heats  ; 
the  windows  are  open,  the  doors  pafs  through  both  fides  of  the  houfes. 
Every  endeavour  is  ufed  to  refrefh  the  apartments  within  with  frefli  air. 
Large  galleries  are  formed  to  flielter  the  upper  part  of  the  houfe  from 
the  force  of  the  fun's  rays  ;  and  only  the  cooling  north-eaft  v\"ind  is  ad- 
mitted to  blow  through  the  rooms.  In  Charleftown  perfons  vie  with  one 
another,  not  who  Ihall  have  the  finefl,  but  who  the  cooleft  houfe. 

The  flreets  are  not  fo  well  contrived  as  the  houfes,  to  prevent  exccC- 
Tive  heat  from  the  rays  of  the  fun.  Thoi'e  are  almofh  all  narrow.  They 
are  unpaved,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  ftones ;  and  the  fand  with 
which  they  are  confequently  covered,  retains  the  heat  to  an  intolerable 
degree,  and  fpreads  it  into  the  houfes.  The  fmallcft  quantity  of  wind 
raifes  and  drives  about  this  fand  in  the  ftate  of  duft  that  is  inexpreffibly 
difagreeable  ;  and  any  flight  fall  of  rain  moiftens  it  into  a  puddle.  There 
are  fome  foot-paths  by  the  fides  of  the  houfes ;  bvit  thefe  are  narrow,  in- 
terrupted by  the  doors  of  cellars,  and,  therefore,  of  very  little  ufe.  Nor 
are  the  flrects  all  accommodated  with  thefe  foot-paths.  Only  two  or 
three  of  thefe  ftreets  are  paved,  and  the  ftones  upon  thefe  were  brought  as 
.  ballaft  by  fome  fhips  from  the  northern  ftatcs.  It  is  by  fuch  means  alone 
that  the  flrcets  of  Charleftown  can  be  paved ;  but  the  expence  is  fo 
great,  that  the  objeil  in  view  cannot  be  accompliflied  in  this  way  within 
any  given  time. 

Houfes,  otherwifc  commodious  and  well  furniflied,  make  often  but  a 
poor  appearance  outwardly.  They  are  indifferently  painted,  or  perhaps 
-not  at  all.  The  doors  and  railings  are  in  a  very  bad  flate.  The  air  being 
fo  thick  and  fo  falinc,  foon  deftroys  the  colouring.  Although  fuch  a. 
number  of  negroes  be  here  kept,  yet  the  houfes  are  not  prcfervcd  fo  clean 
on  the  infide  as  in  the  northern  States. 

The 
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The  expences  of  .the  table  are  nearly  the  fame  here  as  in  Philadelphia. 
The  expences  of  equipage  are,  at  leaft^  as  to  tiie  number  of  thofe  who 
bear  them,  greater.  Here  are  few  families  who  do  not  keep  a  coach  or 
chaifc.  The  ladies  are  never  feen  to  walk  on  foot.  However  Ihort  the 
journey,  the  carriage  muft  always  be  yoked.  Even  the  men,  too,  make 
frequent  ufe  of  their  carriages.  The  expence  of  fervants  is  likcwife  con- 
fiderable.  Thefe,  both  male  and  female,  are  negro  and  mulatto  flaves. 
An  inhabitant  of  Carolina,  though  not  very  opulent,  rarely  has  fewer  than 
twenty  of  thefe  in  his  flables,  in  his  kitchen,  and  attendant  upon  his  ta- 
ble. A  child  has  a  number  of  negro  children  to  attend  him,  and  comply 
with  all  his  humours  ;  fo  that  the  little  white  man  learns,  even  before  he 
can  walk,  to  tyrannize  over  the  blacks. 

The  inhabitants  of  Charleftown  are  obliging  and  hofpitable.  They 
receive  a  flranger  with  a  kindnefs  that  watches  to  anticipate  his  wiflaes. 
They  have  fignalized  their  beneficence  and  generofity  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  towards  the  vmfortunate  exiles  from  the  French  Wefl  India  ifles. 
With  a  liberality  eager,  refpedful,  unwearied,  they  have  fupplied  them 
with  money,  linens,  lodging,  l.am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  unliappy  ob- 
jects of  this  kindnefs  have  not  conduced  themfelves  with  due  gratitude 
and  prudence ;  but  that,  with  their  ufual  lightnefs  and  want  of  reflec- 
tion, they  have  derived  little  real  advantage  from  the  hofpitality  of  their 
entertainers,  and  have  almoft  obliged  the  people  of  Charleflown  to  alter 
their  condud;  towards  them ;  yet  there  is  flill  a  great  deal  of  charitable 
contribution  towards  their  relief.  The  Frenchmen,  too,  generally  rail 
againfl  the  Americans,  curfe  them,  and  are  almofl  ready  to  afT&ult  thofe  very 
perfons  from  whom  they  received  the  moll  benevolent  relief,  and  who  have, 
not  without  good  reafon,  withdrawn  from  them  their  former  kindnefs.    i 

The  rich  do  not  here,  as  in  Philadelphia,  ftrive  to  improve  their  for- 
tunes only  by  fpeculations  and  ftock-jobbing.  Here  they  are,  generally, 
merchants,  and  bufily  engaged  in  a6lual  traffic.  The  planter  fells  his 
produce,  for  the  greatcfl  price  he  can  obtain,  to  the  merchants  by  whom 
it  is  to  be  exported ;  and,  excepting  only  that  Imall  part  of  his  time  which 
this  bufmefs  demands,  fpends  all  the  refl  of  it  in  company  and  puriuits  of 

picafure. 
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pleafure.  Many  of  thefe  planters  live  not  upon  their  plantations,  but  go, 
from  time  to  time,  to  vifit  them  ;  and  have  ovcrfcers  conllantly  refidei\t 
upon  them.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the  mafter  li^es  in  Charles- 
town.  Even  thofc  planters  who  are  more  commonly  refident  upon  their 
eftatcs  leave  them  from  the  month  of  June  to  November,  in  order  to  efcape 
the  dangerous  fever  with  which  white  perfons  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
rice-grounds  are  A'ery  liable  to  be  infected  during  that  part  of  the  year. 

The  merchants  of  Charleftown  have  carried  on  a  very  a<!:l:ivc  trade  fuice 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war.     They  keep  a  greater  number  of 
fervants  than  thofe  of  Philadelphia.     From  the  hour  of  four  in  the  after- 
noon, they  rarely  think  of  aught  but  pleafure  and  amufcment.  The  man- 
ners and  habits  of  fociety  are  nearly  the  fame  in  Charleflown  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  American  States.     Frequent  dinners,  frequent  parties  for  tea- 
drinking.     There  are  two  gaming-houfes,  and  both  are  conllantly  full. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sovith  Carolina,  having  been  in  Europe,  have, 
of  confcqucnce,   acquired  a  greater  knowledge  of  our  manners,  and  a 
ftrongcr  partiality  to   them,  than  the  people   of  the   Northern  States. 
Confequcntly,  the  Eviropean  modes  of  life  are  here  more  prevalent.    The 
women  are  here  more  lively  than  in  the  north.     They  take  a  greater 
Iharc  in  the  commerce  of  fociety,  w  ithout  retaining  for  this  the  Icfs  of 
modefly  and  delicate  propriety  in  their  behaviour.     They  are  interelting 
and  atjreeable,  but  perhaps  not  quite  fo  handfome  as  thofc  of  Philadel- 
phia.    Both  men  and  women  foon  begin  here  to  lofc  the  bloom  of  youth 
and  to  feel  the  infirmities  of  age.     At  the  age  of  thirty  a  woman  appears 
old.     You  often  fee  women  with  children  at  the  brcaft,  who  yet  have 
all  the  wrinkles  and  haggard  looks  oi'  fixty.      At  the   age  of  fifty,   the 
hair  becomes  entirclv  \\hitc. 

As  to  politics,  both  the  State  and  the  people,  in  general,  are  of  the  Op- 
polition.  The  hatred  againft  England  is  ahnoft  uni\  crlal.  Here  are  few 
opulent  planters  who  ha^e  not  formerlv"  fuffered  much  from  Englifli  hof- 
tility.  The  mimber  ot"  the  negroes  who  were  flain,  or  eicapcd  from  their 
mafters,  during  the  war,  was  not  Icis  than  thirty  thouland,  Including  he- 
twccu  fix  and  {even  hundred  whom  the  Englifli  curried  a^v•ay  with  them 

when 
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when  they  left  this  place.  All  here  agree  to  cheriih  an  inveterate  hatred 
againft  England,  and  by  confequence  to  difapprove  the  treaty.  At  table 
warmly  federalill  toafts,  fuch  as,  "  Permanency  to  the  Union  !"  "  The 
Confidence  of  the  States  to  the  Prefidcnt !"  are  very  common. 

-■It  fliould  feem,  that  any  feparation  of  the  Northern  from  the  Southern 
States  would  be  very -little  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Setting  afide  every  political  confideration,  the  neceffity  of  an  in- 
creafed  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  north,  in  order  to  augment  the 
Ihipping,  and  enlarge  the  general  wealth  of  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States,  makes  it  their  unqueftionable  intereft  to  maintain  the  Union. 
To  this  neceffity  of  intereft,  the  Northern  States  afcribc  the  prcfent  par- 
tiality of  the  Southern  for  the  federal  government.  But  then  they  alledge, 
that  their  neighbours  will,  with  the  greateft  alacrity,  abandon  the  Union, 
as  foon  as  they  fhall  have  acquired  fufficient  ftrength  to  ftand  by  them- 
felves.  There  are,  however,  obftacles  that  ftrongly  oppofe  their  rifing 
fpecdily  to  that  degree  of  profperity  ;  and  fome  of  thefe  I  fhall  mention. 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  year  1584,  and  Admiral  Co ligny,  in 
the  year  isgo,  attempted,  without  fuccefs,  to  eftablifh  colonics  in  Caro- 
lina. Inteftine  diifcnfions  and  contefts,  deftroyed  the  colonies  which 
they  introduced.  The  firft  effectual  fettlement  of  colonifts,  in  this  ter- 
ritory, was  in  the  year  l002.  Charles  the  Second,  after  his  reftoration, 
beftowed  a  grant  of  this  region,  from  the  thirty-firft  to  the  thirty-fixth 
degree  of  latitude,  upon  eight  Engllfli  noblemen.  Thofe  were  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  Lord  Craven,  Lord  Derby,  Lord 

Afhlev,  Lord  Carteret,  and  Sir Carleton.     Thefe  noblemen  em- 

ployed  the  celebrated  Locke  to  frame  a  conftitution  for  the  colony  which 
they  were  about  to  eftablifh.  He  gave  them  a  conftitution,  in  vshich 
the  people  were  divided  into  nobles  and  commons  ;  the  nobles  into 
landgraves,  caciques,  and  barons.  The  colonial  territory  was  divided 
into  counties.  The  firft  clafs  of  the  nobility  were  to  poffefs  each  forty- 
eight  thoufand  acres  of  land ;  the  fecond  clafs  twenty-four  thoufand 
acres ;  the  third  clafs  twelve  thoufand  acres.  A  fifth  part  of  the  whole 
lands  was  to  be  parcelled  out  among  the  plebeians.     A  parliament,  com- 
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pofed  of  the  nobles  or  their  reprcfentatives,  in  conjunction  witli  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  commons,  was  to  compofe  the  Icgiflative  body,  under 
the  direction  of  the  eight  proprietors,  who  were  to  form  themfelves  into 
a  council,  in  which  the  eldefc,  with  the  title  of  Palfgrave,  was  to  pre- 
fide.  In  the  year  1667,  the  firft  colonifts  came  out  hither  from  England. 
Within  a  few  years  after,  there  followed  fome  other  emigrations  from 
England,  France,  Holland,  and  New  York. 

This  perplexed  form  of  government ;  the  continual  wars  among  the 
Englifli,  French,  and  Indians  ;  diffenfions  among  the  colonifts  themfelves, 
arifing  from  the  exclufive  inftitution  of  the  religion  of  the  Church  of 
England ;  brought  the  colony,  at  length,  into  a  ftate  of  fuch  contufion 
and  diftrefs,  that  it  was  entirely  ruined.  The  proprietors,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  inhabitants,  now  rcfigncd  the  government  of  the  colony,  but  not 
the  territorial  property,  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

In  the  year  1/29,  the  King  of  England  bought  alfo  the  property  of 
the  lands,  from  the  feven  proprietors,  for  the  fum  of  twenty-two  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  ten  pounds  fterling ;  and  the  province  was,  by  an  aCl 
of  the  Britifti  Parliament,  divided  into  the  two  parts  of  North  and  South 
Carolina.  Lord  Carteret  alone  chofe  to  adhere,  in  refpeCl  to  his  part  of 
the  property,  to  the  conditions  upon  which  the  dominion  had  been  for- 
merly ceded  to  the  government.  The  two  colonies  received  a  charter  of 
conftitutlon,  v/hich  was  much  more  fimilar  than  their  former  one  to  the 
Englifli  conftitution,  and  to  thofe  of  the  other  American  colonies. 

Since  that  time,  Carolina,  and  efpecially  its  fouthern  divifion,  has  be- 
come continually  more  populous,  more  cultivated,  and  more  commercial. 
At  the  time  of  the  revolution,  it  was  confidered  as  being,  in  wealth,  and 
every  other  advantage,  one  of  the  moft  important  provmces  of  America. 

By  its  new  conftitution,  this  ftate  is  divided  into  diftriCts  and  parifhcs. 
The  diftriCls  are  nine  in  number.  ,  The  conftitution  was  framed  in  the 
year  l/QO.  The  Icgiflature  is  compofcd,  as  in  the  other  ftatcs,  in  a 
council  of  feven  and  thirty  members,  and  a  houfe  of  reprcfentatives  of 
an  hundred  and  twenty-four  members.  To  be  qualified  for  being  cliofen 
a  member  of  the  council,  a  man  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age,  muft  have 

'  refided 
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yefidcH  for  five  years  within  the  boundaries  of  the  ftate,  muft  poficfs  a 
clear  land-cftate  of  three  hundred  pounds  ftcrllng,  or  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  revenue,  if  a  refident  in  the  diftricl  for 
^which  he  is  nominated ;  or  of  tv.icc  that  value,  if  he  do  not  reiidc  within 
the  dillricft.  The  fenators  are  chofen  for  the  term  of  four  years  :  but 
one-half  of  their  nvimber  go  out  of  office  at  the  end  of  every  two  years. 
To  be  qualified  for  eletlion  into  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  the  candi- 
date mufl;  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  mull  have  been  three  years  refident 
in  the  ftate,  muft  have  a  clear  eftate.  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  or  ten 
negroes,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ftcrling,  which  is  equal  to  fevcn 
hundred  and  feventy-two  dollars.  If  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  diflirift  he 
wifiies  to  reprefent,  his  fortune  muft  then  be  twice  as  great.  The  repre- 
fentatives are  eled:cd  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  go  out  all  at  once.  To 
be  qualified  for  the  office  of  governor,  a  man  muft  be  one  and  thirty  years  of 
age,  muft  have  been  ten  years  refident  within  the  ftate,  muft  pofi'efs  a  for- 
tune of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  or  feventeen  thoufand 
{even,  hundred  and  fiitecn  dollars,  free  from  debt.  The  Governor  is  elected 
for  the  term  of  two  years;  and,  after  an  interval  of  four  years,  from  the 
■time  of  his  going  out  of  office,  he  may  be  rechofen.  The  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-governor  are  nominated  by  the  Icgiflativc  body,  and  both  at 
the  fame  time.  The  judges  are  likewiie  nominated  by  the  fame  body  ; 
and  their  continuance  in  office  is  to  be  durino:  their  siood  bcliaviour. 
The  commiffioners  of  the  revenue,  the  fccretary  of  ftate,  the  commander 
in  chief,  the  flierifts,  are  likewifc  named  by  the  Icgifiature  ;  and  they 
hold  their  offices  for  the  fpace  of  four  yeai's.  All  charges  againft  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflature,  or  members  of  the  ftate,  are  to  be  produced  onjv 
before  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  The  fcnate  pronounces  fcntcnce. 
The  only  punifliment,  howe\"er,  that  it  can  infii(^t,  is  deprivation  of  office, 
with  incapacitation  for  any  fviture  public  employment.  The  courts  oi 
juftlce  are  more  Icvere. 

Electors  muft  be  of  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  muft  have  been 

two  years  refident  in  the  ftate,  and  muft  be  proprietors  each  of  fifty  acres 

■  of  ground,  or  of  a  building-lot  in  fome  town,  free  from  any  burthen  ol 

4  C  "  debt. 
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debt.  If  not  poiTefled  of  this  property,  the  elccftor  mvift  at  Icaft  have 
rclldcd  fix  months  -vvithin  the  cleding  dillrid,  and  muft  be  a  contributor 
of  three  fnilUngs  flerUng  annually  to  the  revenues  of  the  ftatc.  Altera- 
tions in  the  conftitution  can  be  made  only  with  the  confcnt  of  two-thirds 
of  the  aftual  members  of  the  two  houfes  of  legillature  ;  and  even  after 
this  arc  not  to  be  carried  into  final  accomplifhmcnt  without  the  approba- 
tion of  an  equal  majority  at  the  next  fubfequent  meeting  of  thefe  bodies. 
This  conftitution  confifiis  of  a  declaration  of  rights  in  ten  articles,  ex- 
tremely fimple,  and  very  intelligible. 

At  prefent,  thofe  who  are  to  vote  for  South  Carolina,  in  the  cleftion  oi 
the  Prefidents  of  the  United  States,  muft  be  named  by  the  two  houfes. 
Thofe  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  who  have  poffeffions  in  different  diftridis, 
are  at  liberty  to  vote  in  either  of  them  at  their  pleafure.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  legislative  body  has  an  allowance  of  feven  IhlUings  a  day  from 
the  ftate. 

The  law  of  England  is  received  as  the  common  law  as  well  of  Carolina 
as  of  almoft  all  the  reft  of  America.  Few  inflances  occur  of  departure 
from  it. 

The  law  for  the  difpoflil  of  the  property  of  pcrfons  dying  intcftatc  allots 
to  the  widow  of  a  man  dying  without  children  one  half  of  his  eftate  ; 
to  the  widow  of  him  who  leaves  children  to  inherit  from  him,  only  a 
third  part  of  his  fortune.  The  children  receive  equal  fhares.  In  gene- 
ral, however,  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  his  property  by  will, 
as  he  pleafes.  He,  however,  who  lives  in  open  concubinage,  may  not  devife 
away  from  his  wife  and  children  above  one-fourth  of  his  property,  other- 
wife  his  will  is  liable  to  be  fet  afide.  Baftards,  whofe  fathers  cannot  be 
difcovered,  arc  brought  up  at  the  public  charge.  But  he  whom  a  young 
woman  with  child,  in  fornication,  names  as  the  father  of  her  infant,  is 
compelled  by  law  to  pay  the  fum  of  fixty  pounds  fterling,  or  two  hiuidred 
and  fifty-eight  dollars,  for  the  fiipport  and  education  of  its  childhood. 

There  is  in  Charleftown  an  eftablifhmcnt  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.     It 
is  called  a  work-houfe,  but  no  work  is  done  in  it.     It  cofts  the  State  the 
fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds  ilcrling,  or  twenty-one  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred 
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dred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  a  year ;  and  feems  to  fcrve  only  as  an 
afylum  for  idlenefs.  The  recovery  of  debts  gives  rife  to  many  aftions 
at  law,  in  this  ftate.  The  procefs  is,  in  thefe  cafes,  fo  tedious,  and  the 
fentence  of  the  courts  fo  long  delayed,  that  the  bufme/s  of  an  advocate 
becomes,  of  courfe,  very  lucrative.  It  is  faid,  that  the  corruption  ot  the 
flieriffs,  who  are  eafdy  bribed,  contribute  greatly  to  the  prefent  delays 
of  the  law.  Thefe  difordcrs  are  the  natural  confequence  of  the  fmall* 
nefs  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Carolina,  and  of  their  love 
of  expence.  Mcffrs.  Cuarles  Pinckney,  Edvv'ard  Rutledge, 
pRiNGLE,  Holmes,  and  one  or  two  other  advocates,  earn,  in  their  offi- 
ces, each  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling  a  year,  or  from  eighteen  thoufand  to  twenty-three 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars.  Eight  or  ten  others  earn 
fro;n  ten  thoufand  to  twelve  thoufand  dollars,  or  from  two  thoufand  to 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year.  This  is  a  liberal  cal-- 
culation  of  their  gains.  Perhaps,  they  may  not  always  receive  the  moft 
pundlual  payment. 

The  criminal  law  of  South  Carolina  is  exceflivcly  fevere.  The  punlfli- 
ment  of  hanging  and  whipping  are  inflid:ed  in  many  cafes,  in  which  the 
governments  of  Europe  ufe  lefs  feverity.  Death  is  the  punifliment  for 
the  theft  of  horfes  or  mides.  This  feverity  the  people  of  the  country  en^ 
deavour  to  excufe  by  obferving,  that  the  horfes  dre  commonly  left  in  the 
fields,  and  prefent  a  ver}'  ftrong  temptation  to  theft  to  the  unprincipled 
and  needy.  But,  fuch  local  reafons  afford  no  fatisfadiory  excufe  for  fuch 
atrocious  feverity.  Why  fhould  convenience  be  thus  preferred  to  jullice 
and  humanity  ? 

For  the  theft  of  horned  cattle,  the  puliiflitnent  is  only  a  fine  of  ten 
pounds  fterling,  or  if  the  thief  bc  unable  to  pay  the  fine,  a  whipping  of 
nine  and  thirty  laflies.  Another  criminal  law  of  extreme  feverity  has  been 
enadied  againll:  the  breaking  down  of  the  dyke  of  the  canal  that  forms 
a  communication  between  the  rivers  Santee  and  Cooper :  death  is  the 
punifliment  for  this  crime.  For  the  fame  breaking  down  ot  the  dykes 
of  two  other  canals  in  this  ftate,  the  punifhment  is  only  fcvcn  years  ini- 

4  C  2  prifonment. 
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prlfonmcnt.      The  importance  of  the  canal  in  qiicltion   can  never  juftilV  ■ 
a  criminal  law  of  fuch  barbarity.      Nor  is  the  diticrcncc  between-  the 
utlUt}'  of  the  canals  here  mentioned  fuiiiclcnt,  to  account  in  a  fatlsfaftory 
manner  for  the  diftcrences  of  punifilment. 

It  is  faid,  that  tlie  feverltv  of  thefe  laws  is  generally  mitigated  by  re- 
comiTicndations  to  mercy,  addrcfTed  from  tlie  juries  to  the  Governor. 
ijUtj  the  ncceffity  of  fueli  mitigation  is  a  reproach  to  the  la\NS ;  as  it 
c\  inces,  that  thcle  have  not  eftablillied  a  due  relation  between  crimes 
and  punlfhments.  There  is,  befides,  reafon  for  fuppofmg,  that  howevet  • 
hvimane  the  members  of  juries,  horfe-ftealing  will  more  feldom  find  mercy 
than  murder.  In  a  A\eil-governed  ftate,  the  only  mode  of  ading  to- 
wards bad  laws  is,  not  by  comproniifes  with  them,  but  by  reforming 
them. 

.  The  laws  refpecfting  the  negroes  are  derived  from  an  Englifl:i  inlli- 
tute  of  the  year  1/40.  A  juftice  of  the  peace,  with  three  freemen 
of  the  neighbourhood,  examine  into,  and  decide  upon,  the  crim^es  of 
negroes.  No  defender  is  allowed  to  the  poor  wretch  accufcd ;  and 
his  jvidges  have  power  to  condemn  him  to  whateverrnode  of  death  they 
ihall  think  proper.  Simple  theft  by  a  negro  is  puniflied  with  death. 
When  the  crime  is  not  fuch  as  to  deferve  capital  puniihmcnt,  a  juftice 
of  the  peace,  with  a  fmglc  freeman,  may,  in  this  cafe,  condemn  to  what- 
ever liglitcr  punifnment  they  fliall  pleafe  to  inflicft.  For  the  murder  of 
a  negro  \\iLh  maliciovis  intent,  a  white  man  pays  a  fine  oi  three  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  If  he  have  only  beaten  the  negro,  without 
intention  of  murder,  till  his  death  cnfued,  the  fine  is  but  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  dollars.  He  who  maims  a  negro,  puts  out  his  eyes,  cuts  ofi''  his 
tongtic,  or  caftrate?  him,  pays  only  a  fine  of  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  white  man  is  imprlfoned  till  the  fine 
be  paid.  It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  a  white  man  can,  in  fuch  cafe,  feldom  be 
convicted  ;  as  negroes  arc  incapable  by  law  of  giving  evidence  ;  and  no 
v/hlte  man  v.ill  readily  offer  his  tcfiimony  in  favour  of  a  black,  agalnll 
a  perfon  of  his  own  colour.  A  negro  flaying  a  white  man,  in  tiie  de- 
fence of  his  mailer,  is  pardoned.     But,  if  he  do  the  fame  thing,  or  even 
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but  Avound  a  white  man,,  in  the  defence  of  his  own  hfe,  he  will' even* 
tually  be  put  to  death.  A  more  diligent  examination  of  ^thefe  laws  might 
difcover  many  other  odious  things  in  them. 

The  mofl  enlightened  people  in  Carolina  fee  the  nece-firty  of  an  altera--- 
lion  of  thefe  laws  ;  and  it  is  lliid,  that  the  next  meeting  of  a  new  legifla-4 
ture  will  take  up  this  matter.  I  am  afraid,  that  any  reform  will  not  be 
ftich  as  it  ought  to  be.  It  fhould  feem,  that  thofc  who  mention  this 
fubie(fl  are.ftrongly  impreffed-with  .theidea  of  the  ncccffity.  of  the  mca~. 
furr;- 

Ihave  vifitcd  the  prlfons  of  Charlefl:on,  which,  it  is  aiTertcd,  are  the  • 
beftin  the  State  of  South  Carolina  ;  they  form  onefmgle  building,  which' 
is  feveral  ftories  high.  .  The  rooms  are  pretty  fpacious  and  airy,  but  few 
in  number.  Debtors  are  in  a  feparate  room.  Felons,  either  imprifoned  • 
on  fufpicion' or  convicted,  are  confined  with  the  pdlice-prifoners,  and-  all 
are  treated  on  the  fame  footing.  They  are  all  in  irons  ;  a  dreadtul  treat- 
ment, but  which  is  the  neceffary  confequence  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
prifon,  and  of  the  facility  of  ^plotting  mutinies.-  The  prifoners  are  per-" 
mitted  only  to  walk  about  in  their  room  ;  theprifon  having  no  court; 
where  they  might  take  exercifc.  The  jailor  is  allovv'ed  one  lliilling  a-day 
for  the  board  of  each,  prifoner,  for  which  money  he  gives  him  a  pound  of 
bread  every  day,  and  meat  three  times  a  week. 

Criminal  offences  are  very  numerous  in  Carolina,  and  their  number  is 
faid  rather  to  increafe  every  year,  than  to  decreafe.  Thirty-four  pri- 
foners were  to  be  tried  lafi:  feffion  in  the  diflrid;  of  Charlefton  only, 
which  in  l/Ql  contained  twenty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-one  inhabitants,  and  its  prefent  population  comprifes  frono  thirty- 
two  to  thirty-three  thoufand  fouls.  The  negroes  have  their  pecu- 
iikr  courts,  and  diftincft  prifons,  whither  they  are  fent  by  fuch  mafters, 
as  chufe  not  to  inflidtany  punifhment  themfelves,  to  receive  a  certain 
number  of  lafhes.  The  negroes  in  the  diflrift  of  Charlefton  amount  to 
fifty-five  thoufand ;  their  total  number  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  is 
eftimated  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand.  At  the  time. of  the  laft 
computation  in  l/QO,  the  ftate  contained  one  hundred  and  feven  thou- 
fand 
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fand  one  hundred  flaves,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  feventy-nine  white  people.  Lawyers  and  judges  have  in- 
formed me,  that  the  white  inhabitants  of  CaroUna  commit  more  crimi- 
nal offences,  in  proportion  to  their  number,  than  the  negroes.  Some 
mafiiers  may  perhaps,  from  avaricious  motives,  fhelter  their  flaves  from 
punillament,  as  they  receive  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  dollars 
for  an  executed  flave ;  but  this  can  only  take  place  in  regard  to  crimes 
perpetrated  in  the  midft  of  plantations.  Few  people,  aflaulted,  robbed 
-or  injured  by  the  negroes,  would  refrain  from  profecuting  them,  merely 
to  fave  their  mafters  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars. 
"The  refult  of  this  comparifon  is,  therefore,  clearly  in  favour  of  men,  tor 
■whom  the  flavery  and  contempt,  in  which  they  live,  would  powerfully 
plead,  if  it  were  otherwifc. 

The  military  regulations,  which  until  1/94  were  extremely  incom- 
plete, were  in  that  year  rendered  more  perfed.  They  divide  the  whole 
-ftate  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  comprehends  five  brigades ;  and  the 
•other,  four.  The  two  majors-general,  who  command  the  two  divifions, 
and  the  nine  brigadiers,  under  whole  orders  are  the  different  brigades,  as 
well  as  the  adjutant-general,  are  appointed  by  the  legiflature.  Each 
■brigade  is  divided  by  the  commanding  officers  into  as  many  regiments  as 
the  population  will  admit.  The  officers  are  nominated  by  the  regi- 
ments, battalions,  and  companies,  to  which  they  belong ;  l3ut  they  are 
;promotcd  in  the  order  of  their  fervicc. 

Every  male  inhabitant,  as  foon  as  he  has  attained  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  age,  is  a])prifed  by  a  nun-commifhoncd  officer,  in  the  name  of  the 
-captain  of  the  diftrid:,  that  he  belongs  to  the  militia.  This  notice,  which 
is  given  before  witneflcs,  is  the  only  formality  obferved  in  this  cafe.  The 
companies  affcmble  one  day  every  month,  and  the  regiments  or  batta- 
lions two  days  a  year,  to  go  through  the  cxercife.  Abfcntees,  whether 
.officers  or  foldiers,  who  have  no  lawful  pleas  to  offer,  are  punifhed  by  a 
fine,  proportionate  to  their  rank,  or  imprlfbned,  if  they  cannot  raife  the 
fine.  In  caic  of  a  difobedlence  of  orders,  heavier  penalties  are  inlfifted. 
Officers,  la  cafe  of  mifcondud,  ar"  tried  at  the  inlbmce  of  the  Gover- 
nor, 
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nor,  by  a  court  of  enquiry,  confifting  at  leafl  of  three  members,  one  of 
whom  muft  hold  the  fame  commiffion  as  the  offender,  who,  if  he  chufe, 
may  demand  a  court-martial. 

All  white  apprentices  or  fervants  muft  be  armed  and  equipped  by  their 
mafters,  who  are  refponfible  for  them  to  the  courts-martial.     For  every 
faiilt  they  commit,  in  regard  to  the  military  fervice,  they  are  obliged  to^ 
lerve  their  mafters  a  fortnight  beyond  their  time. 

The  brigadiers  are  at  the  fame  time  infpc<ftors  of  their  diviiions,  for 
which  they  receive  two  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
pay  attached  to  their  rank.  The  commanders  of  battalions  are  bound, 
en  the  firft  notice  of  difturbances  having  broken  out  in  the  province,  to 
affemble  their  corps,  and  Immediately  report  to  their  fupcriors  the  rea- 
fons,  why  they  have  done  fo.  In  cafe  of  danger  of  an  attack,  or  a  con- 
fiderable  revolt,  the  military  are  obliged  to  fire  three  muftcet-fhots  as  a' 
lignal,  which  is  repeated  by  all  who  hear  it,  and  upon  which  every  officer 
muft  affemble  his  men  at  the  appointed  rendezvous.  The  Governor  is 
invefted  with  the  right  of  affembllng  the  troops  on- all  occafions.  If  they 
are  obliged  to  march,  beyond  their  ufual  places  of  rendezvous,  they  re- 
ceive the  fame  pay  as  regular  troops,  and  the  fourth  part  of  each  com^- 
pany  remain  armed  in  the  diftri  A  for  the  patroling  fervice.  The  foldicrs 
are  allowed  to  find  able  fubftitutes,  who  may  march  in  their  ftead,  but 
no  one  can  be  exempted  from  the  patroling  fervice.  In  cafe  of  an  in- 
lurre6lion,  the  officers  poffefs  a  difcretlonary  pov^^er  of  making  the  beft 
ufe  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  vefTels,  wherever  they  find  them.  The 
Governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  has  the  right  of 
mitigating  or  annulling  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial.  The  fines  arc 
applied  to  the  purchafe  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  the  companies,  in  which 
they  happen  to  be  levied. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  articles  of  war.  General  Pinckney,  brigadier  and 
infpeftor  of  the  firft  divifion,  is  an  officer  of  great  merit;  he  devotes  all 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  fervice,  and  derives  much  additional  autho- 
rity from  the  confidence,  and  refpeft,  which  he  univerfally  enjoys.  The 
regulations  for  the  exercife  are  diftind  and  good ;  but  the  militia  are,  vipon 

the 
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the  whole,  badly  armed,  and  fome  of  them  have  no  arms  at  all.  The 
ftate  has  few  or  no  cannon,  no  powder  magazine,  and  no  balls.  A  lav/ 
was  ena6ted  in  1/95,  ordering  two  thoufand  mufkets,  thirty-fix  cannons, 
■five  hundred  brace  of pillols,five  hun'dred  fwords,  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  of  gun-powder,  to  be  provided.  Thefe  frnall  llores,  which  arc 
bought  by  command  of  the  Governor,  will  not  be-  completed  for  ibmc 
}'ears.  This  abfolute  neglcil  of  all  means  of  defence  is  common  through- 
out America;  and  if  you  mention  it  to  men  of  property,  mofb  of  them 
will  return  in  anfwcr — "  America  was  ftill  more  deflitutc  of  every  thing 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution."  This  anfwer  is  pleafmg 
enough,  as  it  befpeaks  the  fame  energy  which  America  difplayed  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution  ;  but  to  provide  proper  means  of  defence  is  by  no 
means  inconfillcnt  with  energy. 

The  taxes  in  South  Carolina  are  affelfed  on  lands,  pofleffions  in  the 
towns,  and  monied  capitals,  employed  in  trade,  banks,  or  otherwife.  Free 
negroes,  as  well  as  flaves,  pay  a  capitation,  in  regard  to  which  all  men  or 
%vomen  of  colour  are  efteemed  negroes. 

The  land  is  divided  by  the  law  into  nine  clafles,  from  the  rice-fwamps, 
■which  are  watered  by  the  flood,  to  the  foil  which,  in  the  general  opinion, 
admits  of  no  cultivation.  According  to  this  gradation  the  land  is  rated 
from  twenty-fix  dollars  down  to  twenty  cents  the  acre,  and  pays' one- 
half  per  cent.  The  pofl'cfTions  in  the  towns,  and  monied  capitals,  are  af- 
fefled  in  the  fame  proportion.      Free  negroes  from  fixteen  to  fifty  years  of 

■  age  pav  a  poll-tax  of  two  dollars  each,  and  flaves  of  whatever  age  or  fex 

■  one  dollar,      Carriages  kept  for  araufement  pay  three -fourths  of  a  dollar 

■  for  each  wheel. 

The  tax-gatherers  arc  appointed  by  the  legiflaturc,  and  continue  in 
place,  until  they  obtain  their  dlfmliral.  Thcie  officers  of  the  flate  are 
bound,  in  general,  to  find  fecurity  for  the  fum  of  four  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars,  and  thofc  of  Charleflon  i'or  forty-two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  dollars.  On  a  notice  from  the  tax-gatherers,  all  the  inha- 
bitantsmuft  make  a  declaration  upoii  oath  of  their  taxable  property  in 
land,  town-fliares,  flaves,  and  carriages.     A  falfe  declaration  fubje(5ls  to  a 

penal  t}' 
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penalty  of  five  times  the  amount  of  the  fum  concealed,  and  in  cafe  of  a 
declaration  being  refufcd,  the  colleftors  make  out  an  eftimatc,  and  the 
defaulter  pays  double  his  ftiare  of  taxes.  In  cafe  of  any  inhabitant  think- 
ing himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  afleflbrs,  he  is  bound  to  declare  his  whole 
property,  and  is  believed.  Thefe  alTeflinents  are,  however,  generally 
fpeaking,  very  moderate,  as  on  the  largcft  property  they  fcarccly  amount 
to  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  tax-gatherers  tranfmit  to  the  treafurers  of  the  ftate  (one  of  whom 
is  appointed  for  Upper  Carolina  and  another  for  Lower  Carolina)  the 
lifts  of  the  inhabitants  then  taxed,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who  have  refufed 
to  make  their  declaration,  and  a  general  table  of  the  amount  of  the  taxes. 
Thefe  lifts  and  tables  are  ftuck  up  in  the  chief  places  of  the  diftridl,  and 
every  perfon,  who  pays  not  his  taxes  according  to  the  lifts  within  ten  days 
after  their  oublication,  may  be  profecuted  and  confined.  Taxes  muft  be 
paid  in  preference  to  all  other  debts.  The  inhabitants  may  chufe  the 
parifti,  where  they  intend  to  pay.  The  colleftors  are  in  general  allowed 
five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  their  receipts,  but  in  Charlefton  only  one 
and  half  per  cent. 

Thefe  taxes  are  adequate  to  the  expenditure  of  the  ftate,  w^hich  in  the 
year  1797  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  dollars.  Biit  delays,  inconveniencies,  and  con- 
fiderable  deficiencies,  frequently  arife  from  the  circumftance,  that  the 
collc<3:ors  and  affeftbrs  are  the  fame  perfons,  that  no  checks  upon  them 
are  kept,  and  that  the  inhabitants  have  the  right  of  paying  their  taxes 
in  which  parifli  they  chufe. 

The  roads  in  South  Carolina  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  negroes,  Avho 
are  obliged  conftantly  to  work  at  the  roads,  which  border  upon  the 
plantations  to  which  they  belong.  White  people,  who  have  no  llaA"e, 
muft  do  the  work  themfelvcs.  The  ftate  pays  the  expcnce  for  all  public 
buildings ;  of  confequence  there  exift  no  county-rates.  The  poor  are 
ilipported  by  a  tax  on  flaves,  and  on  white  people  who  have  none. 
Town-rates  are  levied  on  the  fame  principle ;  in  Charlefton  they 
amount  to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars.     This  towTi 

■i  D  raifes 


570  Tr.AVEI.S    IN  NOVTH  AMERICA, 

raifes  nearly  two  thoufand  dollars  a  year  by  licences  Tor  felling  wine  and 
brandy. 

The  public  debt  of  South  Carolina  is  of  two  forts.  One  part  of  it  was 
contradied  at  the  time  of  the  revolutionary  war,  to  meet  the  e!xpcnce  caufcd 
by  it,  and  v>hich  the  Union  has  taken  upon  itfelf,  under  the  name  of  the 
general  expence  :  the  amount  of  this  debt  is  from  one  miliion  and  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  to  one  million  and  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The 
Union  pays  to  the  ftate  feven  per  cent  on  this  debt,  until  it  be  dif- 
charged,  and  this  intereft  it  pays  again  to  its  creditors,  and  ails,  there- 
fore, merely  as  a  depofitary  or  truftee.  But  in  cafe  of  the  ftate  paying 
any  part  of  this  debt,  the  Union  remains  neverthelefs  its  debtor,  for  in- 
ftance,  if  the  ftate  fhould  fell  land,  to  pay  fuch  debt.  It  claims  at  pre- 
fent  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  for  forts,  ercded  on  the 
Indian  frontiers,  and  other  cxpences,  relative  to  thefe  works  of  defence. 
If  this  claim  fliould  be  admitted,  as  probably  it  will,  the  money  will  be 
expended  for  the  fame  purpofe,  but  without  leflcning  the  debt  of  the 
Union  ;  the  intereft  or  capital  paid  by  it  will  ferve  to  cafe  the  burthen 
of  the  taxes,  or  be  employed  for  fome  other  ufeful  purpofe  in  the  ftate. 
The  reft  of  the  public  debt  is  that,  which,  although  for  the  major  part 
contracted  during  the  war  and  on  its  account,  has  not  been  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Union  as  a  general  debt,  and  remains  therefore  at  the 
charge  of  the  ftate.  Its  amount  was  from  two  hundred  and  fifteen  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  but  it  has  been  paid  off  to 
the  furct  of  one  hundred  and  ten  or  tw^elve  thoufand  dollars.  A  tax  of  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar  on  every  negro,  and  fome  other  impofts  on  diftillerics, 
tobacco,  &c.  are  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  this  debt,  ten  per  cent 
being  yearly  paid  of  the  capital.  The  whole  debt  will  be  difcharged  in 
ten  or  twelve  years,  and  thefe  taxes  ceafe  accordingly.  The  fum  which  "^ 
yet  remains  due  originates  merely  from  a  frigate,  and  was  contraded  un- 
der the  following  circuroftances. 

In  17/8  or  1779,  Commodore  Gillon,  of  Carolina,  being  commif- 
fioned  by  South  Carolina  to  procure  a  frigate,  propofcd  to  the  Prince  of 
Luxcnabourg,  to  deliver  a  fliip  of  that  dcfcription.     The  bargain   was 

concluded 
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concluded  in  this  manner,  that  for  the  expence  incurred  by  fitting  out 
this  frigate,  the  Prince  was  to  have  a  fourth  of  the  neat  proceeds  of  all 
the  prizes  taken  by  the  Ihip,  and  in  cafe  of  her  being  taken,  the  whole 
value  of  the  frigatCv  She  was  built  in  Holland,  and  mounted  forty-eight 
guns.  Some  months  elapfed,  before  Ilie  could  be  of  any  fervice,  becaufe 
the  Prince  engaged  the  crew  in  France.  At  length  flie  put  to  fea,  and 
took  feveral  prices,  but  was  afterwards  taken  off  the  American  coaft,  and, 
4s  the  Pfirtce  aflertcd,  through  Gillon's  mifcouduft,  whom  he  charged 
with  having  farrendercd  her  to  the  Englifh  for  a  confiderable  funi  of  mo- 
ney. The  flate  acknowledged  a  debt  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  ftetling, 
all  the  prizes  being  previoully  dedudred^  in  addition  to  the,  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  which  the  Prince  had  already  received.  After  the  death 
of  the  Prince  his  heirs  fcnt  Dr.  Cutting,  an  American,  one  of  the  phy- 
ficiarfs  of  the  army,  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  that  fum.  The  MarlliaJ 
de  Castries,  from  an  opinion,  that  the  frigate  had  been  built  for  French 
rnoney,  that  the  Prince  had  only  a6led  as  a  fecret  agent  6~(  France,  who 
wiflaed  to  affill:  America,  before  Ihe  had  publicly  declared  herfelf  in  her 
favour,  claimed  this  debt,  as  being  the  property  of  the  royal  treafury. 
The  French  conful  opp'ofed  therefore  in  17Q5,  the  claim  of  the  Prince'd 
heirs,  adding,  that  even  in  the  cafe  of  its  forming  a  lawful  demand  of  the 
late  Prince,  it  was  now  efcheatcd  to  the  French  Republic ;  all  his  own 
cftates,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  heirs,  having  been  confifcated  on  the 
ground  of  emigration.  The  payment  is,  therefore,  deferred,  and  the 
Hate  of  Carolina,  which  has  the  money  ready,  is  only  waiting  for  the 
fentence  of  a  competent  judge,  as  to  the  perfons  to  whom  fhe  is  to  pay 
the  debt.  In  the  meanwhile  Mr.  Cutting  has  received  from  the  ftate 
four  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  the  amount  of  his  difburfements,  on  con-" 
dition  of  refunding  this  fum,  if  the  lav,'-fuit  Ihouldbe  decided  againllthe 
heirs. 

The  flate  of  South  Carolina  pays  its  officers  better,  than  any  other 
ftate  of  the  Union.  The  Governor's  p;iy  is  two  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-two  dollars;  the  Chlcf-jufticc  has  three  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred; the   other  judges    two  thoufand  five  hundred.      This  pay   being 
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nearly  equal  to  that  paid  by  the  Union,   is  the  reafon  why,   in  Carolina, 
places  under  the  Union  are  not  eairerly  fought  after. 
.    South  Carolina  was  reduced  to   the  utmoft  diftrefs  by  the  devaftation 

tjf  her  polTeffions  by  the  EngliJh,  and  the  entire  ftagnation  of  her  trade. 
The  utmoll  fcarcity  of  fpccics  prevailed  throughout  the  ftate,  and  this  was 

.^the  reafon  why  neither  any  public  or  private  debt  was  paid.  From  thcfe 
confiderations  the  legiflature  refolved,  in  1/85,  to  introduce  paper-mo- 
ney, opened  for  this  purpofe  a  loan  for  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
ftcrling,  lor  five  years,  and  paid  in  paper-money  double  the  value  of  the 
gold,  fiher,  and  other  precious  effeifls,  which  were  depofited  by  the  cre- 
ditors. This  money  was  received  by  the  treafury  of  the  ftate  in  payment 
ot  old  debts  as  well  as  of  taxes.  If  the  borrower  did  not,  at  the  appointed 
time,  reimburfc  the  fum  borrowed,  together  with  the  annual  intcreft  of 
feven  per  cent,  the  cffeds  depofited  were  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate, 
until  the  entire  difcharge  of  the  debt.  This  fort  of  loan,  which  was  to 
ceafe  in  l/Ql,  has  been  prolonged  until  1801  ;  and  the  intereft  is  em- 
ployed for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  to  make  up  any  deficiency  which  may 
take  place  under  the  head  of  taxes.  This  paper-money,  which  no  law 
forced  into  a  compulfory  circulation,  was  fo  frequently  offered  in  the 
courfe  of  private  tranfaftions,  that  it  could  not  be  refufed.  It  fuffered 
a  depreciation  of  twenty  per  cent,  but  at  prefent  it  is  fcarcely  below 
par,  except  in  purchafing  foreign  bills,  when  it  is  at  ninety-nine  per  cent, 
othcrwife  it  is  at  par  with  bank  notes  and  fpecies. 

To  two  banks,  inftituted  in  Charleftown  three  or  four  years  ago,  is 
chiefly  to  be  attributed,  that  a  period  has  been  put  to  this  depreciation  of 
the  paper  money,  and  all  commercial  operations  are  nov/'  carried  on  with 
greater  facility ;  the  moft  fubftantial  houfes  v/ere  formerly  obliged  to  pay 
five  per  cent  intereft  a  month  for  hard  cafh.  This  is  more  or  lefs  the 
cafe  in  all  the  trading  towns  of  the  United  States.  It  is  yet  very  common 
for  planters  to  borrow  money  on  mortgage  at  the  fame,  nay,  higher  in- 
tereft. This  may,  however,  in  part  be  occafioned  by  the  general  fcarcity 
of  fpecies,  and,  in  pcci;liar  cafes,  from  the  circumfcribcd  fortunes  of  the 

planters. 
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planters,  perhaps  alfo  from  their  prodigal  mode  of  life,  by  which  they  are 
obliged  to  refort  to  fucli  refources. 

This  notorious  fcarcity  of  money,  as  well  as  the  poverty  to  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Carolina  were  reduced  by  the  defolation  of  the  Englifh, 
induced  the  leglllature  in  1788  to  grant  the  debtors  an  indult  for  five 
years,  on  condition  of  their  paying  yearly  a  fifth  part  of  their  debt,  and 
giving  fecurity  for  the  whole. 

In  South  Carolina  there  are  two  banks.  One  is  a  branch  of  that  of  the 
United  States.  Its  feat  is  at  Philadelphia,  and  its  capital  belongs  to 
that  of  the  chief  bank.  It  was  inflituted  in  1  790,  and  is  managed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  all  the  other  branches  of  that  bank.  The  dividend  is  at 
prefent  one  half  per  cent. 

In  ]  792  another  bank  was  eflablifhed  by  feveral  merchants  of  the 
town,  under  the  name  of  the  South  Carolina  bank.  The  capital  confifled 
at  firfl  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  or  five  thoufand  fhares  of  forty 
dollars  each ;  but  the  following  year  it  was  increafed  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  by  two  thoufand  five  hundred  new  fhares.  Laft  March. 
it  was  raifed  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  by  five 
thoufand  new  fliares,  of  twenty-five  dollars  each.  Thofe  new  fhares 
were  raifed  five  dollars  on  very  jufl  grounds,  fmce  the  holders  of  the  new 
Ihares  participate  in  the  benefits  arifmg  from  the  dividends  not  yet  paid. 
This  bank  is  not  yet  incorporated ;  the  fecurity  of  the  flockholders,  and 
of  thofe  who  accept  their  notes,  depends  therefore  entirely  on  the  capital 
of  the  bank,  and  on  the  private  property  of  the  diredors,  as  far  as  it  is 
known.  It  will  be  incorporated,  it  feems,  during  the  next  feflion  of  the 
leglflature.  This  bank  regulates  the  dividends  every  three  months.  In 
the  years  1 792  and  1 793,  thefe  amounted  to  nine  per  cent ;  and  in  1  794, 
]  795,  and  the  firfl  fix  months  of  1 79O,  to  fifteen  per  cent.  The  diret^ors 
alfo  flate,  that  they  have  kept  back  and  laid  by  fixty  thoufand  dollars  out 
of  the  profits.  The  bank  tranfa6ts  bufmefs  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
other  banks  in  America,  but  it  is  faid  to  have  exceeded,  in  the  circulation 
of  its  notes,  that  proportion  to  its  capital,  which  prudent  diredors  of  a 

bank 
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bank  generally  obferve.  But  fuccefs  has  juftified  the  management  of  th>i 
directors,  as  its  credit  is  at  prelent  more  firmly  ertablillicd  than  ever.  The 
incrcale  of  the  capital  ffcock  enables  the  direftion  to  enlarge  the  bufmefs 
of  the  bank,  without  overleaping  the  bounds  of  prudence;  and  the  capital 
is  intended  to  be  increafed  to  one  million  of  dollars  within  two  vcars. 

The  inftitution  of  thefc  two  banks  has  been  attended  in  Carolina  "with 
the  fame  effects,  which  banks  generally  produce  in  all  trading  countries  ; 
nay,  the  refults  have  been  rather  more  beneficial  in  this  country,  becaufc 
the  fcarcity  of  money  was  here  uncommonly  great.  Trade  and  com- 
merce have  been  greatly  enlarged  by  means  of  the  money  ad\  anced  to 
the  merchants,  and  by  other  circumftances.  The  trade  to  India,  in  w  hicll 
Charlcftown  yearly  employs  ibme  fhips,  has  been  increafed,  and  agricul- 
ture ralfed  by  funis  of  money  advanced  to  diftrefl'cd  planters,  whofe  fettle- 
ments  would  otherwife  have  been  fold.  The  bank  has  alfo  affifled  the 
company  of  the  Santce-canal  with  confidcrablc  fimis,  and  thus  promoted 
this  work,  which  is  generally  deemed  highly  important  for  the  agriculture 
and  trade  of  South  Carolina.      Its  notes  circulate  alfo  in  Georgia. 

Few  planters  poflefs  any  confiderablc  fortunes,  excepting  a  Mr.  Bligh, 
who  rcfides  in  England,  and  is  proprietor  of  fomc  very  fine  and  valuable 
plantations  in  South  Carolina.  He  has  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  ne- 
groes, and  raifes  yearly  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  barrels  of  rice.  They  feel  yet  the  confequcnces  of  the  war, 
though  in  a  lefs  fenfible  degree  ;  mofi:  of  them  are  fhill  involved  in  debt, 
and  owe  confiderablc  fvims  to  merchants,  cither  for  negroes,  fince  the  time 
■when  it  ^vas  ftlll  lawful  to  import  them  into  Carolina,  or  for  the  yearly 
fupplies  of  their  plantations  with  provifion,  for  which  the  harvcil  is  in- 
tended as  a  fecurity,  without  being  at  all  times  applied  to  the  payment  of 
their  debt.  Speculations  in  the  public  funds  form  alfo  a  confiderablc  branch 
of  commerce  to  thofe  who  fpeculate  with  judgment  and  prudence.  The 
flocks  of  the  Union  are,  from  the  fcarcity  of  money,  always  at  a  Ic.wcr 
price  in  Charlcftown  than  Philadelphia. 

In  1  788  the  importation  of  negroes  into  Carolina  from  Africa  %\as  pro- 
hibited.     This  prohibition  was  occafioned  by  the  debt,  which  the  plant- 
ers 


BY  THE  DUKE   DE  LA  ROCIIEFOUCAULT  LIANCOUFiT.  5/5 

trs  had  contrad;cd  ;  and  by  the  neceffity  under  which  the  legiilature  found 
itfelf,  to  fecure  the  payment  of  it  by  poftponing  the  inilalments,  and  to 
prevent  the  opening  of  a  new  fburce  of  debt,  before  the  old  was  difchargcd. 
The  prohibition  extended  only  to  ]  793,  but  was  afterwards  enlarged  un- 
til the  end  of  17QG  ',  it  has  however  always  met  with  ftrong  oppofition 
on  the  part  of  the  planters,  which  increafcs  in  proportion  as  their  eftatcs 
are  cleared  of  cebt.  It  expires  on  the  ifl  of  January,  ^707.  Violent 
debates  are  expelled,  but  the  friends  of  the  prohibition  are  likely  to  pre- 
vail, efpecialfy  as  the  demand  of  Carolina  indigo  has  decreafed,  and  the 
back  country,  which  produced  a  confiderable  quantity  of  this  article,  and 
for  this  purpofe  fliood  much  in  need  of  negroes,  now  needs  them  lefs  for 
the  culture  of  Indian  corn,  v.heat,  and  tobacco,  which  has  pretty  gene- 
rally been  fubllituted  in  the  flead  of  indigo.  As  to  the  confequenccs  of 
this  prohibition,  it  is  allowed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  negroes,  who  were 
formerly  treated  with  great  cruelty,  have  fince  experienced  a  much  milder 
treatment.  The  negroes  are  fold  in  the  market  of  Charleftown  like  bul- 
locks and  horfes  ;  the  day  of  the  intended  au6tion  being  previoufly  adver- 
tifed  in  the  newfpapers.  They  are  expofed  to  fale  on  a  fort  of  ftage, 
turned  about,  and  exhibited,  from  all  fides,  by  the  common  cryer,  put  up 
and  adjudged  to  the  higheft  bidder.  This  fpe^acle,  which  is  offered  four 
or  five  times  a  week,  renders  the  fpeftators  callous.  Population,  which 
in  well  managed  fettlements,  increafes  in  the  proportion  of  fix  per  hun- 
dred, cannot  in  this  ftate  be  averaged  higher  than  at  two  per  cent.  A 
negro,  who  works  well,  cofts  from  three  hundred  to  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  a  common  negro  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a  common  ne- 
grcfs  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

South  Carolina  is  divided  by  nature  into  two  parts.  Upper  and  Lower 
Carolina.  Along  the  coaft,  and  more  than  one  hundred  miles  weftwards, 
the  country  is  flat  and  level.  Here  are  the  fwamps,  partly  formed  by  the 
tide,  which  are  called  tlde-Jwamps  ;  and  partly  watered  out  of  large  refer- 
voirs,  which  being  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  fea  than  the  former,  are 
known  by  the  name  of  inlmid-fwamps.  About  one  hiindred  miles  be- 
hind them  the  country  fwells  into  hiHsj  and  rifes  in  progreffive  gradation, 

until 
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until  at  length  it  terminates  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  which  feparatc 
the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  thofc  which  difcharge 
thcmfelves  into  the  Miffifippi. 

From  this  natural  divifion  of  the  country  arifes  a  twofold  mode  of  cul- 
tivation. In  the  low  country  rice  is  cultivated,  and  the  neccffary  corn  for 
the  fubfillence  of  the  negroes.  The  land,  fituated  between  the  fwamps, 
which  feems  fandy,  and  bears  nothing  but  pines,  might  be  fown  with 
corn,  but  it  remains  uncultivated  from  want  of  hands. 

The  iflands  along  the  coaft  of  South  Carolina,  and  even  fomc  tracts 
of  the  coaft,  were,  until  thefe  late  years,  entirely  devoted  to  the  culture 
of  indigo  ;  but  cotton  is  now  cultivated  in  its  room.  In  the  upper  country, 
where  the  cultivation  cf  cotton  alfo  begins  to  gain  ground,  tobacco  is 
raifcd,  together  with  all  fpecies  of  grain.  The  moft  opulent  planters  only 
rcfidc  in  the  lower  country  ;  people  of  lefs  property,  or  of  no  property  at 
all,  live  in  the  upper  country,  where  they  endeavour  to  raife  a  fortune  by 
clearing  land,  which  is  generally  fold  them,  on  credit,  for  one  or  two 
dollars  per  acre,  and  which  they  may  eafily  fell  again  for  four  or  five  times 
as  much,  after  they  have  cleared  the  ground,  and  paid  the  purchafc-mo- 
ney  out  of  the  produce  of  the  firft  years. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Carolina  is  warm,  damp,  unfettled,  and  un- 
healthy. The  inhabitants  fuffer  feverely,  ever}'  autumn,  from  malignant, 
bilious  fevers,  which  cut  off  great  numbers  ;  even  they  who  are  moft  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  climate  cannot  preferve  themfelves  from  fome  fits  of  the 
fever.  In  the  upper  country  the  climate  is  lefs  warm,  more  dry,  and,  of 
confequence,  more  healthy.  As  to  the  back  country,  no  meteorological 
obfervations  can  be  given,  as  the  very  ufe  of  the  thermometer  is  there 
utterly  unknown.  In  regard  to  the  lower  country,  tiicy  are  very  regularly 
taken  in  Charleftown,  by  the  Medical  Society  of  that  place,  which  was  in- 
ftituted  in  1 79 1 .  Since  that  time  the  mercury  fell  but  once  under  twenty- 
eight  of  P'ahrenh.  In  the  year  1  752  it  was  at  eighteen  of  Fahrenh.  By  thcfe 
obfervations  the  highcft  degree  of  heat  was,  in  1791,  ninety  of  Fahrenh. 
(twenty-five  feven-ninths  of  Rcaum.)  ;  1  792,  ninety-three  of  Fahrenh. 
(twenty-fcvcn   one-ninth  of  Rcaum.);   1/93,  eighty-nine  of  Fahrenh. 
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(twenty-five  one-third  of  Reaum.)  ;  r7Q4,  ninety-one  of  Fahrenheit 
(twenty-fix  two-ninths  of  Reaum.);  and  1795,  ninety-two  of  Fahren- 
heit (twenty-fix  two-thirds  of  Reaum.).  In  1750,  the  thermometer 
ftood  at  ninety-fix  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaum.)  ; 
1 75 1 ,  at  ninety-four  of  Fahrenheit  (^twenty-feven  five-ninths  of  Reaum.) ; 
and  in  1/52,  at  one  hundred  and  one  of  Fahrenheit  (thirty  and  two- 
thirds  of  Reaum.) 

The  higheft  degree  of  cold  was,  in  1791,  twenty-eight  of  Fahrenheit 
(one  feven-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum.) ;  1792,  thirty  of  Fahrenheit 
(eight-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum.) ;  1  793,  thirty  of  Fahrenheit 
(eight-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum.)  ;  1 794,  thirty-four  of  Fahrenheit 
(eight-ninths  above  nought  of  Reaum.)  ;  and  1795,  twenty-five  of  Fah- 
renheit (three  under  nought  of  Reaum.);  in  1751,  the  thermometer 
fhood  at  twenty-three  of  Fahrenheit  (four  under  nought  of  Reaum.)  ; 
and  in  1752,  at  eighteen  of  Fahrenheit  (fix  two-ninths  under  nought  of 
Reaum.). 

The  temperature  of  fpring-water,  in  Charlefton,  is  fixty-four  and 
half  of  Fahrenheit,  and,  confequently,  twelve  degrees  warmer  than  in 
Philadelphia.  Rain-water,  kept  in  ciffcerns,  is  one  degree  and  half  warmer 
than  in  Philadelphia.  Thefe  obfervations  have  been  communicated  to 
me  by  Dr.  Ramsay,  Vice-prefident  of  the  Medical  Society;  and  I  have 
been  ailured,  that  they  are  exa6l. 

The  great  quantity  of  land,  which  has  been  cleared  within  thefe  laft 
forty-fix  years,  and  is  now  under  cultivation,  cannot  but  have  produced 
confiderable  changes  in  the  climate,  yet  no  certain  opinion  can  be  formed 
on  thefe  obfervations,  which  have  only  been  taken  thefe  lail  fi\'e  years 
paft,  prior  to  which  none  had  been  made  fince  1752.  The  fuddcn  al- 
terations in  the  thermometer  at  Charleflon  are  very  confiderable  ;  and 
although,  by  the  afifertion  of  the  Medical  Society,  they  are  lefs  fo  than 
formerly,  yet,  by  their  own  obfervations,  they  arc  fufficiently  important. 
Thus,  for  inftance,  in  1  793,  on  the  28th  of  October,  the  mercury  fell 
from  feventy-four  to  thirty-feven  of  Fahrenheit  (frfjm  eighteen  two- 
ninths  to  two  three-ninths  of  Reaum.)  ;  confequently  thirty-feven  de- 
grees in  the  courfc  of  one  day.     In  1751,  on  the  ift  of  December,  the 
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mercury  fell  from  feventy  to  twenty-four  of  Fahrenheit  (from  fixteen 
two-thirds  above  to  three  five-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum.),  or  forty- 
fix  degrees. 

Winter  is,  in  Charlefton,  the  moft  pleafant  feafon.  At  the  fevereft 
froft  the  foil  freezes  fcarcely  two  inches  deep,  and  the  froft  continues  not 
three  days.  Yet  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fummer  renders  the  human 
frame  fo  fenfible  to  cold,  that,  in  Charlefton,  five  or  fix  months  together, 
they  keep  fire  in  the  rooms  ;  and  that,  to  the  befl  of  my  information,  one 
family  ufes  more  wood  in  that  town,  than  two  families  in  Philadelphia. 
North-wefterly  winds  prevail  in  Charlcfton  in  winter,  and  fouth- 
wefi-erly  in  fummer ;  for  which  reafon,  and  in  order  to  procure  as  much 
frelli  air  as  poffible,  houfes  are  generally  built  fouthwards,  in  preference  . 
to  all  other  pofitions. 

It  rains  much  in  South  Carolina ;  at  times  a  drought  will  happen, 
which  continues  three  months,  and  then  is  followed  by  a  fall  of  rain  tor 
three  weeks,  or  a  whole  month.  By  the  obfervations  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  rain,  which  fell  in  179I,  amounted  to  ninety-fix  inches,  in 
1792,  to  eighty-eight  inches,  in  1/93,  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
inches,  in  179-4,  to  one  hundred  and  eighteen  inches,  and  in  1795,  to 
feventy-one  inches. 

Although  Charlcfton  fervcs   as  a  place   of  refuge  to  the  cultivators  of 
rice,  yet  it  is  not  free  from  autumnal  fevers ;  intermittent  and  bilious  fe- 
vers, the  epidemic  diflempers  of  this  country,   are  not  unfrequent  in  this 
town.     The  warmth  of  the  blood,   Increafcd  in   South   Carolina  by  the 
ufe  of  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors,  engenders  a  difpofitlon  for  inflamma- 
tory diftempers,  which  manifefls  itfelf  in  fummer.      Confiderablc   num- 
bers were  cut  off  by  the  fever  in  1  792  and  179-1-     The  yellow  fever,  it  is 
afferted,  raged  with  great  violence  fix  times  between  the  beginning  and  the 
middle  of  this  century,  but  has  not  made  its  appearance  fince  1 7-18.   Some 
phyficians  arc,  however,  of  opinion,  that  the  fever  of  1792  and  1791  had 
fcvcral  fymptoms  in  common  with  the  yellow  fever.     However  this  may 
be,  it  has  at  leaft,  fince  the  fever  of  1793,   in  Philadelphia,  fhewn  itfelf 
every  where  ;  and  it  is  a  circumflancc  peculiarly  remarkable,  that  the  ma- 
lignant difeafes,  which  carried  off  fuch  great  numbers  in  New  York  and 
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Philadelphia,  fpared  foreigners,  and  efpecially  Frenchmen,  in  thofe  places  ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  in  Charlefton,  they  frequently  fell  viftims  of 
thefe  cruel  maladies.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  Charlefton  is  fuppofed 
to  be  far  more  healthy  than  any  other  place ;  and  its  falubrity  is  likely 
to  increafe,  according  to  refearches  and  obfervations  made  by  the  phyfi- 
cians. 

The  police  of  Charlefton  is  extremely  deficient  in  thofe  meafures, 
which  fhould  not  be  wanting  in  any  populous  town,  fituated  in  fo  hot  a 
climate.  Cieanlinefs  in  the  ftreets,  as  well  as  houfes,  is  greatly  neglefted. 
Oftenfive  fmells  are  very  frequent ;  feveral  burying-grounds  are  in  the 
midft  of  the  town,  and  carcafes  are  frequently  fuffered  to  lie  uninterred. 
A  bird,  which  in  point  of  plumage  and  fhape  is  much  like  a  turkey,  and 
is  known  in  the  country  under  the  name  of  turley  huzzard,  foon  devours 
the  carcafe,  and  merely  leaves  the  bones ;  but  the  voracity  of  this  bird 
cannot  excufe  the  indolence  of  the  police.  It  is  very  common  all  over 
South  Carolina,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  worfliipped  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  No  law,  it  is  true,  has  been  enadled,  which  prohibits  to  kill 
this  bird,  but  the  public  opinion,  neverthelefs,  carefully  attends  to  its  pre- 
fervation. 

Meafures  tending  to  avert  or  indemnify  lofTes  by  fire  are  equally  neg- 
lefted.  Three-fourths  of  the  buildings  are  conftrudted  of  wood  ;  and  the 
few  which  are  built  of  ftone,  are  roofed  with  ftiingles,  though  numerous 
tile-kilns  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  It  would  be  extremely  eafy, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  highly  prudent,  to  introduce  a  fafer  mode  of  build- 
ing, at  leaft  in  regard  to  fuch  houfes  as  are  either  new  built  or  thoroughly 
repaired.  From  the  conftrudtion,  which  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  the 
heedieflhefs  of  the  negroes  (whofe  number  amounts  to  thirteen  or  four- 
teen thoufand)  conflagrations  are  very  frequent  in  this  town.  During 
the  time  of  my  residence,  feventy-feven  houfes,  forming  a  whole  fquare, 
encircled  by  four  ftreets,  were  burnt  down  to  the  ground,  without  one 
llngle  building  having  been  faved.  Shortly  after  my  departure  another 
fire  broke  out,  which  was  ftill  more  dreadful.  The  regulations,  relative 
to  the  extinguilhing  fires,  are  as  bad  as  the  meafures  to  prevent  it.  Every 
one  haftens  to  the  fire  as  a  looker-on.     There  are  none  who  command, 
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and  none  w  ho  obey,  either  at  the  fire-engines,  which  are  not  only  few  in 
number,  but  alfo  in  a  very  bad  condition,  or  at  the  demoUtion  of  build- 
ings, by  which  a  fire  might  be  prevented  from  fpreading  farther.  The 
negroes  al^nc  are  employed  to  extinguilh  the  fire,  with  the  addition  of 
few  whites.  They  w^ork  with  zeal  and  fpirit,  but  without  much  ufe, 
from  want  of  a  proper  diredion.  What  a  contraft  between  this  confu- 
fion,  and  the  regular  activity  obferved  in  fuch  cafes  in  the  northern 
(tates,  where  every  inhabitant  is  member  of  a  fociety,  formed  for  this 
benevolent  purpofe,  and  hailens  to  the  fire  with  two  leather  buckets, 
which  are  to  be  kept  by  every  houfe.  The  fire-engines  are  attended  by 
men,  who  undcrftand  the  bufmefs,  and  work  them  with  the  utmofl 
zeal  and  judgment.  The  leather  buckets  with  water  pafs  without  in- 
terruption from  hand  to  hand,  along  a  row  of  men,  drawn  up  from  the 
houfe  on  fire  to  the  engine. 

So  far  from  any  free-fchools  exifting  in  the  townfiilps  of  South  Caro- 
lina, as  in  New  England,  there  are  not  even  fchools  where  children  can 
receive  inll:ru6lion  for  money.  In  hopes  of  earning  a  comfortable  liveli- 
hood, inftruftors  now  and  then  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the  moft  popu- 
lous towns  and  villages.  Two  or  three  fchools,  where  the  inftrucTiion  is 
extended  beyond  reading  and  writing,  have  been  infi:ituted  in  South  Ca- 
rolina ;  three  colleges  have  alfo  been  formed  by  the  legillature  within 
thefe  lafi:  three  years  in  Charleilon,  Columbia,  and  Beaufort,  where  edu- 
cation is  to  be  finiflied.  The  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  formerly  fent 
their  children  either"  to  the  colleges  in  the  northern  ftates,  or  to  England  ; 
but  now  they  begin  to  dilcern,  how  pernicious  it  is,  to  fend  children  to 
fo  great  a  diftance  from  their  parents,  at  an  age  when  they  have  fb  much 
need  of  their  care  and  advice,  and  to  expatriate  them  during  a  period, 
in  which  all  their  habits,  fentiments,  and  feelings  are  formed,  and  w  hen 
they  Ire-quently  adopt  principles  and  manners,  altogether  different  from 
thofe  of  the  country,  in  which  they  are  to  refide  for  life,  nay  fometimcs 
diametrically  oppofite  to  the  culloms  of  their  native  land.  It  is  on  thefe 
grounds  that  the  leglflature  has  refolved  to  inftitute  three  colleges,  which, 
howe\er,  are  not  yet  finiihed.  That  of  Charlefton,  which  begins  to 
exercife  its  fundlicns,  is  not  completed.  From  the  fmall  number  of  ma f- 
ters,  the  fcholars  are  hurried  through  the  courfe  of  their  ftudies,  fo  that  a 
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youth,  fcarcely  fifteen  years  old,  has  gone  through  all  the  claffes.  He  has 
thus  finiflacd  his  fludies  at  a  time,  when  he  fhould  fpend  three  or  four 
years  more  to  complete  them,  and  engages  in  the  bufinefs  of  life,  unfur- 
nilhed  with  any  means  of  defence  againft  the  depravation  of  morals,  with 
which  he  is  threatened  in  South  Carolina.  Thefe  inconveniencies  may 
perhaps  be  redreffed  ;  but  nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  South  Caro- 
lina to  provide  means  of  inftruftion  for  the  multitude,  nor  are  the  inhabi- 
tants feemingly  aware  of  the  neceffity  of  providing  them. 

No  manufaftory  has  hitherto  been  cftablifhed  in  South  Carolina,  ex- 
cepting a  few  corn-mills  in  the  back  country,  which  have  been  con- 
ftru6ted  on  principles  fo  very  indifferent,  that  they  cannot  furnifh  any 
flour  for  exportation,  but  merely  grind  fufficient  corn  for  the  confump- 
tion  of  Ibme  families  in  the  lower  country.  The  opulent  inhabitants  of 
Charlefton,  as  well  as  rich  farmers,  ufe  only  the  flour  of  Philadelphia  or 
Baltimore.  A  mill,  built  near  Camden,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  Charlefton,  after  that  erefted  at  Brandywine,  begins  at  prefent  to 
furnilh  good  flour. 

In  different  places  of  this  ftate  tile-kilns  have  been  erecfted,  which 
yield  their  proprietors  a  confiderable  profit.  The  tiles  coft  eleven  dollars 
a  thoufand. 

Although  Carolina  is  furniflied  with  live  oak,  cedar,  cyprefs,  and  pine, 
in  fliort  with  the  beft  timber  in  the  utmofl:  abundance,  yet  not  ten  fhips 
are  built  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  and  thefe  only  by  workmen  of  the 
northern  ftates,  as  induftry  lies  yet  dormant  in  Carolina,  and  the  mer- 
chants find  it  more  profitable  to  purchafe  their  fhips  in  the  north,  or  to 
get  them  built  there  of  timber,  fent  thither  from  Carolina. 

The  price  of  Ihips,  completely  fitted  out  and  ready  for  fea,  is  at  pre- 
fent feventy-fevcn  dollars  a  ton.  In  Beaufort  or  Georgetown  they  are 
about  feven  or  eight  dollars  cheaper :  and  in  time  of  peace  they  coii  in 
general  a  third  or  fourth  lefs  than  in  time  of  war.  Iron  and  great  quan- 
tities of  hemp  are  drawn  from  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  though  the  latter  ar- 
ticle is  already  cultivated  in  tolerable  quantities  in  the  back  country. 
Their  fail-cloth  comes  from  Boflon  or  England. 
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A  fhip,  conftrudled  of  Carolina  timber,  is  extremely  durable,  if  it  be 
'  repaired  in  time :  the  price  of  oak  timber  is  thirty-two  cents  of  a  dol- 
lar the  cnbic  foot ;  oak  planks,  fix  feet  in  length,  half  a  dollar ;  fir 
timber,  tour  dollars  the  hundred  cubic  feet;  mails,  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  inches  diameter,  and  from  fixty  to  feventy  feet  in  length,  from 
forty-four  to  forty-eight  dollars.  You  feldom  meet  with  any  of  a  large 
fize.  The  fouthern  pine,  from  its  great  weight,  can  be  ufed  only  for 
lower  mafts.  Cyprefs  planks  cofl  two  dollars  and  half;  fir.  two  dollars. 
Carpenters'  wages  are,  for  w^hite  people,  two  dollars  and  half,  and  for 
negroes  one  dollar  and  half  a  day. 

The  market  of  Charleflon  is,  generally  fpeaking,  but  very  indifferently 
fupplied  with  provifions.  Butchers'  meat  is  in  general  very  bad  from  the 
heat  of  the  climate,  and  from  the  feed  of  the  cattle,  which  arc  turned  into 
the  woods  to  graze.  In  winter,  the  bullocks,  which  are  deftinedfor  the 
market,  are  fed  with  the  flraw  of  Indian-corn.  This  beef  is  fomcwhat 
better;  but  not  fo  good  as  in  the  north.  Since  a  great  many  families 
have  migrated  hither  from  the  French  Weft  Indian  iflands,  who  fub- 
{ift  upon  gardening,  good  culinary  plants  and  roots  are  more  frequent 
than  formerly. 

The  price  of  beef  is  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  the  pound,  mutton  and  veal 
one-fourth  of  -a  dollar,  flour  from  the  north  twenty  dollars  a  barrel,  and 
■Carolina  flour  fifteen  dollars.  Salt  is  imported  from  Turk's  Iflands,  Portu- 
gal, or  England,  and  cofts  one  dollar  a  bufhel ;  fire-wood,  without  any 
diftin6lion,  is  five  dollars  the  cord.  Houfe-rent  amounts,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, to  three  hundred  dollars ;  there  are  houfes  for  which  thirteen  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year  are  paid. 

The  abovementioned  Medical  Society  is  the  only  fcientific  inflitution 
in  South  Carolina.  It  was  cftablifhed  five  years  ago.  Several  members 
fecm  anxioufly  defirous  of  rendering  it  ufeful.  But  indolence  and  inac- 
tivity prevail  in  this  country  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  is  reafon  to 
doubt  the  extent  of  their  exertions,  imtil  the  refults  fliall  fliow,  that  it 
was  fufficient  to  produce  any  beneficial  cfieds.  This  indolence  in  re- 
gard to  fcience  is  a  matter  of  fevere  reproach  againft  all  the  ftates  of 
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the  Union.     But  on  confidering  their  fmall  population,  and  the  profit- 
able employment  in  which   the  major  part  of  thofe  inhabitants  are  en- 
gaged, who  poflefs  the  largeft  Ihare  of  knowledge  and  information,  we 
Ihall  find  little  reafon  to  wonder,  that  the  fciences  make  fo  flow  a  pro- 
grefs  in  this  infant  country.     But  a  circumftance,  well  qualified   to  ex- 
cite affconifliment,  is  this,  that  the  different  literary  focieties,  which  un- 
der a  variety  of  names  have  been  formed  in  the  United  States,  have  not 
yet  adopted  any  means  for  ditFufing  the  knowledge  of  ufeful  machines, 
of  agricultural  improvements,  &c.  as  for  this  purpofe  it  would  be  fufH- 
cient  to  tranflate  certain  articles  of  European  books  or  journals.     Again, 
it   is   a  matter  of  furprife,   that  thefe  focieties   fhould  not  correfpond,  - 
and  communicate  to  each  other  their  obfervations  on  epidemic  difeafes, 
on  the  moft  proper  treatment  of  them,  fanftioned  by  experience,  on  the  : 
beft  preventatives,  and  many  other  fubjefts  of  great  national  importance, 
which  might  fo  eafily  be  done  in  the  United  States.     Thefe  focieties  are 
alone  able  to  elFed:  this  ufeful  purpofe  ;  and  were  they  compofed  of  mem-  ■ 
bers  as  deeply  learned  as  thofe  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London,  and  of  the 
Academy  of  Paris,  this  profound  erudition  would  prove  perfed:ly  ufelefs 
for  a  confiderable  length  of  time ;  that  is,  as  long  as  America  fhall  only 
{land  in  need  of  that  plain  and  fimple  inftru6llon,  which   is  fo  indif-  ■ 
penfably^  neceflary  to  the  profperity  of  the  country,  and  the  prefervation . 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Phyfical  and  meteorological  obfervations,  carefully  taken  in   all   the 
United  States,  could  eafily  procure  information  of  a  certain  defcription,.. 
namely,  fuch  as  concerns  the  influence  of  the  fuddcn  clearing  of  wood 
lands  on  the  temperature,  falubrity,   and  unfettlednefs  of  the   weather, 
aid  on  the  change  of  the  wind,  which  is  fo  effentially  important  for  the 
f^jiences  and  the  interefls  of  humanity. 

A  library  has  been  formed  in  Charlefton,  and  is  fupported  by  the  vo- 
luntary contributions  of  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  burnt 
down  to  the  ground  at  the  time,  when  the  Englifh  were  in  pofTefiion  of 
the  town,  and  has  fince  been  confumed  again  by  fire.  This  library, 
which 'is  not  yet  very  large,  confifts  of  well-chofcn  books,  and  is  yearly 
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encrcafed  by  purchafc  as  well  as  donations.  Although  the  iubfcribers, 
by  the  fubfiiting  regulations,  enjoy  but  a  ven,-  limited  right  of  making 
ufeofthe  books,  yet  thev,  who  willi  it,  can  eafily  obtain  them.  The 
rooms  of  the  library  contain  fome  very  good  prints,  and  curious  ma- 
chines. You  alfo  find  there  bones  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  which  were 
found  on  digging  out  the  canal  of  Santee.  They  conhft  chiefly  in  bones 
and  jaws,  much  of  the  fame  fize  and  fhape,  as  thofe  which  are  found  in 
feveral  parts  of  America,  fuch  as  Kentucky,  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and 
Miffouri,  and  the  north-weftern  territory  ;  they  are,  it  is  fuppofcd,  bones 
of  the  mammoth,  an  animal  which  feems  fabulous  to  the  learned,  fmcc 
laone  of  that  fpecies  have  hitherto  been  found  in  any  part  of  the  globe. 
In  the  opinion  of  fomc  they  are  elephants'  bones,  and  their  exigence  in 
America  is  explained  according  to  Buffon's  fyflem.  But  many  of  thefe 
bones  exceed  in  fize  thole  of  elephants.  Shin-bones  have  been  found  ot 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  and  teeth  upwards  of  two  feet  in  length.  1  have 
leen  one,  to  which  the  lov\-er  part  of  the  jaw  was  ye,t  joined,  and  which 
weighed  upwards  of  fifty  pounds.  i^. 

Charlefton  is  full  of  Frenchmen  from  St.  Domingo,  and  of  com- 
manders of  privateers.  Some  of  the  former  have  brought  money 
with  them ;  at  leaft  they  have  not  all  fpent  their  fortunes ;  and  many 
earn  a  livelihood  by  letting  negroes,  whom  they  brought  trom  St. 
Domingo.  The  French  planters  and  commanders  of  privateers  differ 
■widely  in  their  political  opinions;  but  the  love  of  gaming  reconciles 
them  all,  and  in  the  French  gaming-houfes,  which  are  very  numerous  in 
Charlefton,  Ariftocrats  and  Sans-culottes  mix  in  friendly  intercourfe,  and 
indifcriminatcly  furround  the  tables.  It  is  afferted,  that  they  play  very 
high. 

The  principles  of  the  French  demagogues  predominated  long  in  Charlci  - 
ton.  For  feveral  years  a  Jacobin  club  exifted  in  this  town,  of  which  Mr. 
Karper,  r.t  preicnt  a  violent  Federalift,  was  member.  The  French  conful 
Mangoury,  predccciTor  of  the  prefent  conful,  was  a  conftant  member  of 
this  club.  l?ut,  although  he  was  conful  and  agent  of  the  French  nation, 
and  prefident  of  the  club,   yet  he  was  denounced  by  a  common  feaman 

on 
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on  account  of  his  uncivic  condu6l,  and  was  obliged  to  iubmit  to  the  hu- 
miUation  of  hearing  his  exclulion  propoied  by  the  daring  feaman,  which 
motion,  however,  fell  to  the  ground,  through  the  eloquence  of  a  barber. 
At  the  alteration  of  the  French  conftitution  this  club  fliared  the  fate  of 
all  other  Jacobin  meetings ;  at  the  time  of  its  dilTolutlon  it  confifted 
entirely  of  Frenchmen,  all  the  Americans  having  v/ith drawn  prior  to  that 
event. 

Among  the  emigrants  from  St.  Domingo  Dr.  Polony  holds  a  dillin- 
guifhed  rank.  He  polieffes  an  uncommon  ftock  of  profound  learning, 
and  is  member  of  feveral  literary  focieties  in  Europe.  Repeated  travels 
in  the  northern  and  fouthern  ftates,  and  his  extenfive  information,  en- 
abled him  to  communicate  to  the  Academy  of  Paris  a  great  variety  of 
ufeful  obfervations.  As  naturalift  and  chemill,  he  was  peculiarly  efleemed 
by  Count  BufFon.  He  has  a  complete  work  on  St.  Domingo  ready  for 
the  prefs ;  the  little  I  have  read  of  it,  appeared  to  me  replete  with  found 
argument  and  luminous  philofophical  difcuffion.  In  regard  to  what  he 
fays  on  the  diftempers  incident  to  hot  countries,  I  am  no  competent  judge; 
but  it  feems  to  contain  a  great  variety  of  profound  refearches,  and  keen, 
elaborate  obfervations. 

1  met  in  Charlefton  with  a  fchool-fellow  of  mine,  Mr.  de  la  Cha- 
PELLE,  a  man  of  uncommon  worth,  and  of  the  nobleil  and  moft  gene- 
rous mind.  He  has  faved  no  more  than  fifteen  hundred  Louis  d'or ;  and 
yet  from  his  frugal  mode  of  life  he  is  able  to  do  much  good  to  others,  by 
whom,  however  his  kindnefs  is  frequently  abufed. 

GOOSE  CREEK. 

During  my  refidence  in  Philadelphia  in  the  winter  of  1  795, 1  promifed 
Mr.  IsARD  to  pay  him  a  vifitat  his  country-feat,  if  I  fhould  ever  come  to 
South  Carolina.  He  was  member  of  the  Congrefs  at  the  time,  when  the 
conftitution  was  framed.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  when 
he  entered  on  his  political  career,  he  has  conffcantly  performed  his  func- 
tions with  that  honeily,  zeal,  and  diftintereftednefs,  which  form  the  con- 
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-fpicuous  features  of  his  charader.  His  private  concerns,  which  had  fe- 
verely  fuffered  from  the  devaftatioas  of  the  Englifli,  were  flill  more  de- 
ranged by  his  long  abfence,  and  his  family  is  very  numerous.  From  thefe 
motives,  as  well  as  from  his  love  of  a  retired  life,  he  refigned  his  fliarc  in 
the  adminirtration  of  public  affairs,  from  which  neither  honour  nor  profit 
can  be  derived  in  this  country.  He  fettled  accordingly  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  intends  to  fpcnd  the  remainder  of  his  days,  partly  in  the 
country  and  partly  in  town,  furrounded  by  a  numerous  family,  by  whom 
he  is  evidently  loved  and  refpedted.  He  is  a  fintcre  and  zcalovis  partifan 
of  the  federalift  fyftem,  w  hich  is  far  from  being  popular  in  South  Ca- 
rolina. But  they  who  ditfer  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  fubjcft,  at  the 
fame  time  do juftice  to  his  character;  and  having  travelled  much  in 
Europe,  the  information  he  pofleffcs  is  of  a  more  pleafmg  caft,  than  is 
generally  acquired  by  Americans.  His  lady,  who  is  univerfally  refpeded 
in  the  country,  poffeffes  a  cultivated  mind  ;  ihe  is  amiable  and  polite,  and 
has  paffed  fome  years  in  Europe  with  feveral  of  her  children. 

The  eftate  of  Mr.  Ifard  confilb  almoft  entirely  of  rice-fwamps  ;  he 
owns  three  or  four  plantations,  very  conveniently  fituated  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  by  all  accounts  well  managed  ;  his  flaves  amount  to  five  hun- 
dred. His  manfion  is,  properly  fpeaking,  only  a  country-houfe,  built  by 
his  great  grandfather,  who  arrived  from  England  at  the  time,  when  the 
firft  fettlements  were  formed  in  this  country.  It  is  very  feldom  that 
eftates  continue  here  fo  long  in  the  fame  family,  as  from  a  natural  pro- 
penfity  to  change,  the  barter  of  eftates  is  common  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Carolina. 

This  fettlement,  which  Mr.  Ifard  has  named  Elms,  from  a  fine  planta- 
tion of  elm  trees,  which  he  planted  himfelf,  contains  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred acres.  He  cultivates  only  three  hundred,  and  keeps  on  this  eftate 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  negroes.  Indian-corn,  barley,  and  potatoes, 
are  its  ufual  produce.  A  fwamp  of  about  one  hundred  acres  is  well 
fituated  for  the  culture  of  rice,  and  is  already  in  part  applied  to  it ;  he  is 
now  bufied  in  felling  the  remaining  trees,  to  devote  it  entirely  to  this 
purpofc. 

I  have 
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I  have  feen  here  the  commencement  of  the  proccfs  of  cleanng.     The 
part,  deftined  for  the  culture  of  rice,  is  furrounded  with  a  wide  ditch; 
the  earth,  dug  out  of  the   ditch,  ferves  to  raife  a  dike,   which  on   one 
fide  has  one  or  two  openings,   fhut   up   by  locks,  to  let   the  water  on 
the  rice-field,  fome  being  conftantly  kept  in  a   refervoir  on   n:iorc  ele^ 
vated  ground  for  this  purpofe.     Were  it   not  for  this  dike  the  water 
would  inundate  the  fwamps  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,   and  fweep 
away  the  rice,  which  has  juft  fprouted.     When  the  ditch  and  dike  are 
finifl:ied,  the  trees  are  cut  down,  but  ftumps  are  left  in   the  ground  as 
high  as  in  the  northern  fettle ments.      The  fmall  branches  are  burnt,  the 
foil  is  fomev/hat  loofened,  and  the  rice  planted  amidft  thcfe  large  trunks 
of  trees,  which  are  not  burnt  or  cut  into  fire- wood  till  fome  years  after- 
wards.      Mr.    Ifard  has   aflured  me,  that   the  produce   of  the  firft  and 
fecond  year,  notwithftanding  the  trunks  of  trees  thus  partly  covering  the 
foil,  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other  ground,  no  part  of  which  has  been  loft. 
This  is  the  method  of  clearing  the  ground,  univerfally  obfcrved  in  Ame- 
rica.    The  produce  of  the  culture  of  rice,  as  variable  as  that  of  any  other 
branch  of  agriculture,  fiu6luate3  between  two  and  four  barrels  per  acre  ; 
Mr.  Ifard  obtains  three ;  the  barrel  weighs  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds.     Mr.  Ifard's  land  yields  from  fifteen  to  twenty  bufliels  of  Indian 
corn,  and  one  hundred  bufhels  of  potatoes  an  acre.     A  negro  cultivates 
five  acres  of  rice-field,  and  three  or  four  oi provijlon,  as  they  are  called, 
that  is,  Indian-corn  and  potatoes. 

Mr.  Ifard  is  a  zealous  advocate  for  flavery  ;  from  all  the  accounts,  he 
has  been  able  to  collect,  it  is  his  firm  belief,  that  a  free  negro  is  more  in- 
dolent and  vicious,  than  a  negro  flavc.  But  he  makes  not  any  ill  ufe  of 
the  unlimited  authority,  which  by  the  laws  of  South  Carolina  the  planters 
enjoy  over  their  flaves.  The  mildnefs  of  his  difpofition  is  obfervablc  in 
his  conduft  towards  his  negroes,  as  in  fa6t  it  is  in  every  adiorx  of  his  life, 
unlefs  the  vivacity  of  his  temper  is  wrought  up  by  his  peculiar  opinions, 
efpecially  on  political  fubjefts. 

Mrs.  Ifard  has  made  feveral  experiments  of  rearing  filk- worms,  which 
thefe  lall  two  years  have  proved  uncommonly  fuccefsful.  Whether  in 
this  country,  which  is  fo  well  qualified  for  this  fpecies   of  culture,   any 
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more  attempts  of  that  nature  have  been  made,  I  know  not,  but  Mr?. 
Ifard  was  induced  to  engage  in  them,  from  an  earneft  defire  of  promoting 
the  profperity  of  the  country. 

Goofe  Creek  is  the  name  of  the  parifh  in  which  Mr.  Ifard's  eft:ate  is 
fituated.  It  contains  about  three  hundred  fquare  miles,  was  fcveral  years 
without  a  paftor,  and  has  but  very  lately  obtained  one.  As  the  pay  of 
the  clergy  is  ralfed  by  fiibfcription,  fuch  planters  only  contribute  towards 
their  fubfiftence,  as  refide  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church.  Devotion  is  not 
a  prevailing  fafhion  in  this  country.  The  prefent  certain  income  of  the 
paftor  of  this  parilh  exceeds  not  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  per 
annum.  One  Sunday,  which  I  fpent  with  Mr.  Ifard,  I  went  with  him 
to  church,  where  I  found  fifteen  vi'hite  people,  and  about  thirty  negroes 
and  negrefTes,  who  occupied  the  aifles ;  for  in  the  fouthern  ftates  the 
negroes  are  not  fufFered  to  mix  with  whites. 

The  road  from  Charlefton  to  Elms  rvms  through  Dorchelter  ;  it  is  fandy 
like  all  the  other  roads  in  South  Carolina.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town  the 
fand  has  lefs  compadlnefs,  and,  of  confequence,  fatigues  both  men  and 
horfes  more,  than  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  town,  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  waggons,  which,  as  the  phrafe  here  is,  plough  the  country. 
For  the  firft  three  or  four  miles  the  houfes  ftand  pretty  clofe  together,  but 
farther  on  you  find  only  fcattered  plantations,  the  buildings  belonging  to 
which  feldom  ftand  near  the  road.  The  only  inn  on  this  road,  which  is 
fcventcen  miles  in  length,  lies  ten  miles  from  the  town.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  war  the  Englifli  had,  during  their  refidcncc  in  Charlefton,  either 
from  motives  of  mllitar}^  precaution,  want  of  fire-wood,  or  luft  of  devailia- 
tlon,  cut  down  every  tree  within  ten  miles  of  the  town.  Vegetation  is 
fo  very  powerful  in  this  country,  that  all  thefe  trees  are  not  only  grown 
up  again,  but  have  alfo  attained  a  confiderable  fize.  The  luxuriance  of 
the  woods  ftands  unrivalled  ;  there  are  eighteen  different  fpecies  of  oak, 
particularly  the  live-oak,  palmetto  or  cabbage-tree,  cucumber-tree,  deci- 
duous cyprcfs,  liquldambar,  hickory,  &c.  In  fliort,  all  the  fpecies  of 
trees,  which  are  fo  excefTivcly  dear  in  Europe,  ten  of  -which  are  bought 
to  fave  one,  for  which  both  fituatlon  and  foil  are  carefully  fclcdcd,  and 
which  yet  never  attain  any  confiderable  height,  are  here  the  natural  pro- 
duce 
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duce  oi""  the  country,  and  thrive  moil  excellently.  Equally  ftriking  to 
Europeans  is  the  pleafing  luxuriance  of  Ihrubs,  plants,  and  various  fpecies 
of  grafs,  which  dlffufe  mofl;  of  them  an  exquifite  fragrance.  My  firft 
rambles  through  thefe  v^oods  afforded  me,  therefore,  an  uncommon  plea- 
fure. 

Some  parts  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  fand  is  lefs  fertile,  bear  no 
other  trees  than  pine,  and  for  this  reafon  are  called  p'me-harrevs.  But  even 
on  thefe  lands  grows  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  which,  though  inferior  to  that 
produced  on  a  good  foil,  ferves  both  winter  and  fummer  for  the  feed  of 
horfes,  bullocks,  and  cows,  which  graze  in  the  woods.  This  grafs  is  called 
crah -grafs. 

At  fome  diftance  from  the  road  lies  a  garden,  v/here  a  French  botanift, 
who  is  paid  by  the  French  government,  raifes  the  trees  of  the  country 
from  the  feed  as  well  as  layers,  and  fends  them  to  Mr.  Thouin  at 
Paris,  with  whom  he  maintains  a  literary  corrcfpondencc.  The  name  of 
this  botaniffc  is  Michard  ;  he  has  refided  in  America  thefe  fifteen  years, 
and  traverfed  every  part  of  the  country,  to  enrich  France  with  the  fineft 
produftions  of  the  United  States.  He  wasjuft  returned  from  the  Illinois 
with  a  rich  collection  of  beautiful  plants  and  herbs.  He  peculiarly  ex- 
tols the  vegetation  in  the  Teneflee,  where  he  has  difcovered  a  tree,  from 
the  root  of  which  a  beautiful  pale  yellow  colour  is  extradled.  He  clalTes 
it  among  the  fophoras,  but  has  not  feen  it  in  bloffom,  and  confequently 
judges  only  from  the  growth,  leaves  and  feed.  He  has  given  the  latter 
to  General  Blount,  .who  has  offered  to  return  him  the  plants.  During 
his  abfence  two  negroes  took  care  of  his  garden,  and  kept  it  very  clean 
of  weeds.  This  garden  anfwers  extremely  well  the  views  of  Mr.  Thouin, 
to  domefficate  in  France  the  greateft  poffible  number  of  the  produdions 
of  all  countries,  for  which  purpofe  he  has  formed  nurferies  in  the  French 
dominions,  under  different  degrees  of  latitude,  to  accuflom  exotic  plants 
to  the  French  climate  by  infenfible  degrees.  Mr.  Thouin  is,  in  my 
opinion,  one  of  the  brlghtefl;  ornaments  of  France. 

The  day   I  returned  from  Mr.   Ifard,  my  very   obliging  friend,  Mr. 
Pringle,  propofed  to  me  a  trip  to  the  banlLS  of  the  river  Alhley.   1  availed 
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myfelf  a\  ith  much  fatisfaftFon  of  this  opportunity,  to  enlarge  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  interior,  and  to  view  the  country-feats,  In  thofe 
parts  which  enjoy  the  greateft  celebrity. 

Charlefton  being  featecl  on  an  ifthmus  formed  by  two  rivers,  under  an 
ano'le  which  is  very  acute,  the  road  is  for  the  firft  feven  miles  exacflly  the 
fame,  whether  you  intend  to  proceed  to  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  or 
any  point  of  South  Carolina.  We  made  our  firil  ftop  at  a  fmall  planta- 
tion, but  very  lately  purchafcd  by  Dr.  Baron,  a  Scotchman,  and  ph)^- 
cian  of  great  celebrity  in  Cliarlellon,  where,  it  is  aflcrted,  he  makes  thir- 
teen thoufand  dollars  a  year.  He  is  a  man  of  extenfive  learning,  and  an 
excellent  companion.  This  fmall  plantation,  named  Fitteraflb,  confifls  of 
four  hundred  acres,  and  coft  him  four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  eminence  near  the  river.  The  fite  for 
the  houfc,  for  none  has  hitherto  been  built,  is  the  moft  plcafant  fpot 
which  could  be  chofen  in  this  flat,  level  country,  where  the  tedious  fame- 
nefs  of  the  woods  is  fcarcely  variegated  by  fome  houfes,  thinly  fcattered, 
and  where  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  meet  with  a  pleafant  landfcape.  His 
garden  is  feparated  from  the  river  by  a  morafs,  nearly  drained ;  the 
whole  extent  of  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  is  nearly  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription.  Dr.  Baron  intends  to  purchafe  this  intervening  fpace,  and  to 
convert  it  into  meadow-ground.  This  alteration  will  improve  the  pro- 
fye&:,  without  rendering  it  a  charming  villa. 

Hence  we  crofled  the  river,  and  flopped  at  a  plantation,  lately  purchafcd 
by  Mr.  Pringle,  the  former  name  of  which  was  Greenville,  but  which  he 
has  named  Sufan's  Place,  in  honour  of  his  lovely  wife.  This  plantation  is 
likewife  without  a  houfe,  that  of  the  former  occupier  having  been  con- 
fumed  by  fire  ;  on  the  foundation  of  this  building,  which  remains  unhurt, 
the  new  manfion  is  to  be  creeled,  which  will  be  finiflicd  this  fummer. 
The  plantation,  which  confifts  of  four  hundred  acres,  has  coft  him  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars.  The  fituation  is  much 
the  fame  as  that  of  FitteralTo,  except  that  the  morafTcs,  covered  with 
rccds,  lie  on  the  other  fide.  The  river  flows  clofe  to  the  garden,  and 
the  lliips,  which  continually  fall  up  and  down  the  river,  may  anchor  here 

with 
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with  creat  convenience.  Yachte  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far 
as  Bacon-bridge,  twenty  miles  from  Charlcfton. 

We  made  another  halt  at  a  houfe,  formerly  the  property  of  Commo- 
dore Gillon,  who  died  in  very  deranged  circumftances,  bordering  on 
infolvency.  This  plantation,  which  has  accordingly  been  made  over  to 
the  creditors,  is  in  the  very  worft  ftate.  The  Commodore  died  three  years 
a<'"o.  The  houfc  is  tolerably  handfome,  and  the  garden  is  laid  out  with  a 
more  refined  tafte,  and  cultivated  with  more  care  than  gardens  generally 
are  in  this  country.  But  the  foil  is  ilerilc  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  Com- 
modore was  obliged  to  fupply  his  table  with  culinary  plants,  and  his  flable 
with  fodder,  from  another  plantation,  which  he  poiTefled  three  or  four 
miles  farther  diflant. 

Half  a  mile  from  Batavia,  the  name  of  the  Commodores  planta- 
tion, ftands  Middleton-houfe,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Middleton,  mo- 
ther-in-law to  young  Mr.  Ifard,  which  is  efiieemed  the  mofl  beautiful 
houfe  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  out-buildings,  fuch  as  kitchen, 
wafh-houfe,  and  offices,  are  very  capacious.  The  eiifemhle  of  thefe  build- 
ings calls  to  recolleclion  the  ancient  Englifii  country-feats.  The  rooms 
in  the  houfe  are  fmall,  and  the  outfide,  as  well  as  the  infide,  is  badly  kept. 
A  peculiar  feature  of  the  fituation  is  this,  that  the  river,  which  flows  in  a 
circuitous  courfe,  until  it  reaches  this  point,  forms  here  a  wide,  beautiful 
canal,  pointing  flraight  to  the  houfe.  The  garden  is  beautiful,  but  kept 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  houfe  ;  the  foil  is  very  bad,  and,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  whole  plantation  is  altogether  undcferving  the  celebrity  it  en- 
joys. 

We  flopped  to  dine  with  Dr.  Drayton,  at  Drayton-hall.  The  houfe 
is  an  ancient  building,  but  convenient  and  good ;  and  the  garden  is  better 
laid  out,  better  cultivated  and  flocked  with  good  trees,  than  any  I  have 
hitherto  feen.  In  order  to  have  a  fine  garden,  you  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  let  the  trees  remain  {landing  here  and  there,  or  in  clumps,  to  plant 
bufhes  in  front  of  them,  and  arrange  the  trees  according  to  their  height. 
Dr.  Drayton's  father,  who  was  alfo  a  phyfician,  began  to  lay  out  the  gar- 
den on  this  principle ;  and  his  fon,  v/ho  is  paffionately  fond  of  a  coun- 
try 
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try  life,  has  purfued  the  fame  plan.  The  profpeil  from  the  garden  i» 
like  all  other  views  in  this  part  of  the  country,  but  the  occupier  finds  it 
Icf?  tedioufly  uniform  than  travellers  do.  He  pointed  out  to  us,  and 
fpoke  much,  con  aniore,  of  a  little  hut  in  the  woods,  which  is  fcarcely  vi- 
fible,  and  of  a  turning  of  the  river,  yet  no  village  is  to  be  feen,  not  the 
fmallelt  eftates,  nay  no  huts.  All  South  Carolina  contains  fcarcely 
five  or  fix  villages,  if  four  or  five  compaci;  houfes  deferve  this  name. 
The  planter  refides,  throughout  the  whole  country,  in  the  midft  of  his 
negroes.  It  is  a  matter  of  general  cenfure,  that  Charles  II.  divided  this 
country  among  three  men,  vvithout  confidering  that,  divided  as  it  is  at 
prefent,  perhaps  among  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  people,  it  is  yet  far 
from  procuring  the  Urate  and  fociety  at  large  the  advantages,  which  it 
might  produce.  Every  one  works  with  his  own  negroes  ;  he  has  no  op- 
portunity of  hiring  others,  as  everv  one  has  full  employment  for  his  flaves, 
and  ftands  in  need  of  many  hands  for  little  work.  In  regard  to  the  north- 
ern ftates,  the  period  may  be  determined  with  fome  degree  of  certainty, 
when  the  whole  country,  which  has  been  wreftcd  from  the  Indians,  will 
be  cleared ;  but  not  the  leaft  idea  can  be  formed  how  it  will  be  poffible 
in  South  Carolina  to  clear  only  double  the  quantity  of  land,  which  is  at 
prefent  under  cultivation.  This  obfervation,  however,  applies  merely  to 
the  lower  part  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountains  is  inhabited  by  white  people,  who  work,  as  every  vvhere  elfe, 
and  whofe  number,  it  is  aiferted,  increafes  yearly  by  new  colonifts,  who 
are  emigrating  thither. 

On  our  journey  we  met  a  drove  of  negroes  (you  cannot  ufe  a  more 
proper  term),  who  were  fent  from  Cambridge  to  the  market  of  Charlcf- 
ton.  Their  mafter,  an  advocate  of  Cambridge,  one  of  the  diftrid;s  of  the 
ftate,  has  relinquiflied  his  plantation,  to  employ  his  money  in  fome  other 
branch  of  bufinefs.  Planters  of  fmall  fortunes  do  this  very  often  s  and 
from  the  high  price  of  negroes  it  is  at  prefent  done  more  frequently  than 
at  other  times.  They  were  about  one  hundred  in  number,  men,  women, 
and  children.  The  fale  of  the  hufbaud  is  not  neccifarily  connccHied  with 
that  of  the  wife,  nor  is  the  purchafer  of  the  mother  obliged  to  buy  the 

child. 
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child  fuckling  on  her  breaft.  The  advantage  of  the  bu)-er  is  the  only 
binding  law. 

That  part  of  the  foreft,  which  I  did  not  traverfe,  on  my  way  to 
Mr.  Ifard,  abounds  alfo,  it  is  faid,  with  trees  and  buflies.  Two  fpecies 
of  the  forrel  tree,  {imdromcda,  Lhin.^  the  azalea,  the  fnow-drop  tree 
or  fringe  tree  (cliionanihus,  Linn. J  ;  honey-fuckle  with  red  blolToms, 
which  grows  in  a  fwampy  foil ;  the  faflafras  ;  and  the  myrtle  of  which 
green  candles  are  made.  The  berries  are  boiled  in  \\"ater ;  the  fubftance, 
which  fwims  on  the  furface,  is  the  oily  matter  or  tallow.  A  bufliel  of 
berries  yields  eight  pounds  of  candles,  which  coft  twenty  cents.  The  red 
paria,  or  Carolina  horfe- chefnut  tree,  which,  when  inoculated  on  a  com- 
mon chefnut  grows  up  in  Europe  to  a  very  high  tree,  is  here  a  fhrub  of  a. 
middling  fize. 

To  feveral  trees  adheres  a  yellow  grey  mofs,  which  hangs  feveral  feet 
down,  like  a  beard,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  SpamJIi  heard.  It  re- 
tains the  fame  colour,  both  in  winter  and  fummer,  and  bears  fmall  blue 
flowers  in  fpring.  It  clings  efpecially  to  oaks  and  elms  ;  plantains,  ma- 
ples, cucumber  trees,  and  pines  are  generally  free  from  it.  This  mofs  in- 
jures only  the  beauty  of  the  trees,  but  alters  neither  their  growth  nor 
leaves.  In  gardens  which  are  well  kept,  it  is  taken  off  with  iron  rakes ; 
the  negroes  frequently  pull  it  ofF  the  trees  in  the  woods  with  their  hands, 
and  fell  it  to  the  upholflerers  of  Charleflon,  who  ftufF  with  it  mat- 
tralTes  and  chairs.  For  the  fame  purpofe,  pretty  large  quantities  of  it  are 
tranfmitted  to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  even  to  the  northern  ftates  ; 
for  though  it  conftantly  preferves  a  certain  unpleafant  fmell,  yet  it  is 
much  ufed,  from  its  being  cheaper  than  wool  or  hair.  In  winter  it  affords 
good  food  for  cattle. 

SANDYHILL. 

After  a  refidence  of  twenty  days  in  Charlefton,  I  fet  out  for  Georgia. 
From  the  exceffive  heat,  it  becomes  neceffary  to  make  this  tour  before 
the  beginning  of  June,  in  which  month  the  heat  grows  intolerable  ;  and 
the  dangerous  difeafes,  occafioned  by  it,   fpare   but   few  men,   efpecially 
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ftrangers,  who  travel  through  thefc  pcftilerous  fwamps.  I  fct  out  ir^ 
company  with  Mr.  Beauvois,  a  Frenchman,  a  botanill,  paffionatcly 
fond  of  his  fcience,  and  a  good,  worthy  man.  In  order  that  we  botli 
might  retain  our  full  liberty,  we  hired  each  a  cabriolet,  and  a  little  negro. 
We  purfued  the  fame  road,  which  I  travelled  with  Mr.  Pringlc,  on  my 
excurfion  to  the  banks  of  the  Afhley,  until  we  reached  the  other  fide  of 
this  river,  that  is,  ten  miles  from  Charlefton.  To  this  point  the  road 
is  much  the  fame,  fand  and  w^oods.  The  fand,  however,  is  not  fo  deep, 
and  feems  to  be  more  mixed  with  earth.  The  woods  are  equally  beau- 
tiful, and,  for  fome  miles,  the  plantations  lie  more  compaft.  Rice  is  the 
chief  article  cultivated  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Eight  miles  after  you  haA'-e  croffed  the  Afliley,  you  pafs  an  arm  of  the 
river  Stono.  The  bridge,  by  which  you  crofs  the  river,  has  been  built 
by  General  WASHl^'GTON,  who  poflelTes an  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which,  however,  is  not  that  on  which  he  refides.  The  toll  is  confiderable. 
I  was  obliged  to  pay  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  for  a  cabriolet  and  a  horfe  ;  and 
yet  the  farmer,  who  takes  the  toll,  pays  the  General  no  more  than  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  two  thirds.  This  road  is,  therefore,  in 
all  likelihood,  not  much  frequented ;  a  fuppofxtion,  which  was  much 
corroborated  by  the  fmall  number  of  travellers  we  met  on  our  journey. 
And  yet  this  is  the  great  Savannah-road,  which  w^e  did  not  leave  but  fix 
miles  from  the  General's  eftate. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  are  more  afraid  of  the  rattlc- 
fnake,  than  thofe  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Thefe  fnakes,  it  fliould 
feem,  are  more  dangerous  here  than  in  the  northern  flates ;  as  in- 
flances  arc  known  of  people  having  died  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  they 
were  bitten.  According  to  the  affertion  of  the  faculty,  the  bite  is 
mortal  only  when  a  lymphatic  veffel  has  been  hurt,  becaufe  in  this  cafe 
the  poifon  mixes  more  rapidly  with  the  blood  ;  every  other  bite  is  cafily 
cured.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate  renders  the  poifon  more  delliruc- 
tive  than  in  the  northern  Hates ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that 
among  the  great  number  of  people  who  arc  bitten  there,  there  fliould  be 
none  whofe  lymphatic  veflels  were  injured^  and  yet  none  are  known  to 

have 
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have  died  of  the  bite.  The  juice  of  plantago  v'trglmana,  Linn,  or  the  root 
and  branches  of  mahuba  bruifed,  are  the  remedies  moft  commonly  ap- 
phed.  Either  of  thefe  plants  is  fufRcient,  but  they  are  deemed  more  ef- 
ficacious when  they  are  applied  jointly.  A  tobacco  leaf  fteeped  in  rum, 
or  a  fmgle  leaf  of  one  of  the  above  plants,  takes  off  the  pain  and  fwelling. 
Cesar,  a  negro,  difcovered  this  means  in  South  Carolina;  he  proved  its 
efficacy  to  the  Afiembly  of  the  States,  in  1780,  by  caufing  a  rattle-fnake 
to  bite  him ;  and  obtained  for  this  arcanum  his  liberty,  and  a  penfion  of 
one  hundred  guineas  a  year.  The  rattle-fnakes  are  as  peaceful  in  Caro- 
lina, as  they  are  in  the  north  ;  they  never  bite  but  on  being  touched. 
How.ever  great  the  fear  of  thefe  fnakes  may  be  in  this  country,  yet  they 
are  not,  it  fhould  feem,  very  frequent,  as  in  this  cafe  the  planters  would 
undoubtedly,  from  motives  of  fclf-intereft,  furnifli  their  flaves  with  the 
fame  thick  worfted  fpatterdafhes,  which  in  the  northern  ftates  render  the 
bite  harmlefs,  by  abforbing  the  poifon ;  and  which,  for  this  reafon,  are 
there  in  general  ufe,  inftead  of  fuffering  the  negroes  to  work  barefoot  in 
the  fwamps  as  well  as  the  woods. 

General  Wafhington's  friends  having  prevailed  upon  me  to  call  at  the 
General's,  I  did  fo  ;  and  from  the  genteel  reception  I  experienced  on  his 
part,  we  foon  got  acquainted.  General  Wafliington  is  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily as  the  Prefident,  but  they  are  only  diftant  relations.  He  ferved  in 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  is  generally  refpefted.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  mofl  opulent  planters,  and  poffeffes  from  four  to  five  hundred  flaves, 
by  whofe  number  wealth  is  jnjily  efti mated  in  South  Carolina,  as  it  is 
through  their  labour  that  riches  are  amalTed  in  this  country.  The  infor- 
mation which  1  obtained  from  him,  in  regard  to  the  culture  of  rice,  ap- 
pears to  me  complete,  yet  T  fliall  not  infert  it  in  my  journal,  until  it  be 
corroborated,  and  rendered  ;ftill  more  perfed:  by  the  accounts  of  other 
planters.  I  fhall,  therefore,  here  only  obferve,  1 .  That  the  General's  rice 
fields  are  inland Jw amps;  2.  the  General  fows  one  bulhel  and  a  half  of 
rice  on  an  acre;  3.  the  medium  produce  of  an  acre  is  two  barrels  of 
rice ;  ^4.  every  negro  cultivates  four  or  four  acres  and  a  half,  befides  two 
or  three  acres  of  provi/ion;  5.  by  his  calculation  a  third  only  of  his  ne-  . 
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groes  work  in  the  fields,  the  relt  either  conliil  of  old  people,  children, 
and  fick,  or  are  employed  about  the  houfe  ;  6.  the  number  ot"  negroes  in- 
crcafes  every  year  by  a  twentieth;  7.  every  negro  earns  annually,  all  ex- 
pences  being  deducted,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars ;  but 
the  rice  which,  prior  to  the  war,  was  fold  tor  two  dollars  and  a  halt,  coirs 
now  fix  or  feven  dollars  and  a  half;  8.  the  expence  tor  a  negro,  includ- 
inc;  duty,  board,  clothing,  and  medicines,  he  eftimates  from  twelve  to 
thirteen  dollars ;  9.  he  intends  to  crcti  a  mill,  to  fave  the  trouble  of 
grinding  and  fifting,  which  is  generally  done  in  the  plantations  by  hard 
labour. 

Thefe  mills  fave  confiderable  time  and  work  ;  the  negroes  are  relieved 
from  the  moft  painlul  toil,  and  able  to  work  more  in  the  fields.  Another 
great  advantage  is,  that  the  rice  is  more  regularly  hufked,  which  caufes  a 
confiderable  difi:crence  in  the  produce.  An  able  hulker  deli\crs  nineteen 
parts  of  large  rice,  and  one  of  rice-duft ;  but  an  indifterent  workman  only 
ten.  Rice-dull,  or  fmall  rice,  that  is,  fiich  as  is  too  much  ground,  is  not 
marketable,  or  fetches  only  half  the  price  of  good  rice. 

By  all  the  obf^rvations  which  I  have  been  able  to  colled:,  the  culture  of 
rice  is  in  an  improving  ftate  ;  the  befi;  proof  of  which  is  the  greater  num- 
ber of  furrows  in  a  given  fpace.  The  planters  had  formerly  only  fifty- 
five  in  one  acre  and  a  quarter,  inftead  of  fixty-five  or  fevcnty,  which  arc 
made  at  prefent,  without  the  lealt  prejudice  to  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  or 
the  richnefs  of  tlic  ears.  Another  improvement  concerns  the  mode  of 
watering  the  fwamps.  Upon  the  whole,  the  planters,  more  enlightened 
on  their  true  interefi-,  fecm  determined  to  pcrfcft  the  culture  of  rice  by 
all  pofiTiblc  means.  The  rice,  from  this  plantation,  is  tranfported  twelve 
miles  in  carts,  and  frequently  the  difl:ance  from  the  next  creek  is  iHll 
greater.  The  planters  arc  now  raifing  a  fum  by  fubfcription,  for  the 
conftruftion  of  a  canal,  which  is  to  crofs  the  fvvamps,  and  on  which  the 
rice  may,  without  the  leaft  difficulty,  be  conveyed  to  Charleflion.  This 
canal  is  to  be  ten  miles  in  length,  and  the  expence  is  eftlmatcd  at  thirty- 
eight  or  forty  thoufand  dollars.  1  affifted  at  a  meeting  of  the  commiflioners, 
relative  to  the  beft  means  of  conftruding  it.   For  this  purpofc  it  has  been 
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propofed,  either  to  caufe  every  planter  to  work  at  the  canal  with  a  certain 
nvimber  of  negroes,  proportionate  to  the  greater  or  lefs  diftance  ot   his 
plantation  from  the  canal  to  the  extent  of  his  fwamps,   or  the  number  of 
his  Haves,  or  to  charge  one  planter  with  the  conftru6lion  of  the  whole  ca- 
nal, and  make  every  planter  contribute  to  the  expence  in  the  above  pro- 
portion.     Good  planters  are  of  the  latter  opinion,  becaufe  the   adoption 
of  the  former  would  leflen  the  number  of  their  workmen,  and,  of  confe- 
quence,  their  gain.      The  meeting   deliberated  on  thcfe   queftions,    but 
came  to  no  determination.      That  one   fniglc   planter  Ihould  be  able  to 
undertake  this  work,  may  be  explained  by  the  circumftance,   that  there 
are  many  bad  planters,  who  let  their  negroes  at  a  high  price.  The  meet- 
ing teriTiinatcd  in  a  dinner,  like  all  fimllar  meetings  in  England,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  this  dinner  was  given,  not  in  a  good  tavern,  but  in  a 
miferable  inn,  where,  from  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  ftair-cafe,  the.guefts 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  working  up  their  way  to  the  dining-room  by 
the  aid  of  a  ladder.     It  was  a  cold  dinner,  and  the  liquors  fervcd  up  were 
rum,  brandy,  and  geneva,  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  meeting  quaffed,  as 
if  they  had  been  the  moft  delicious  champagne.  The  General,  whofe  turn 
it  was  to  entertain  the  company,  had  provided  the  whole  dinner.      The 
culture  of  rice  will  undoubtedly  be  greatly  increafed  by  the  conffrudion 
of  this  canal.  By  General  Wafliington's  account,  as  many  fwamps  remain 
ftill  uncultivated  as  are  under  cultivation. 

His  own  plantations  are  all  fituated  in  the  vicinity  of  his  nianfion, 
Avithout  joining  each  other.  One  director  has  the  fuperintendance  over 
all  the  plantations,  and  under  him  fpecial  infpecflors  are  appointed  for 
every  plantation.  He  cultivates  two  hundred  acres  with  Indian  corn  or 
potatoes;  the  average  produce  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen  bufliels  of  Indian, 
corn  per  acre. 

The  rice-planters  cultivate  no  more  Indian  corn  and  potatoes,  than 
they  want  for  their  own  confumption,  and  that  of  their  negroes.  By 
cultivating  more,  they  would,  in  their  opinion,  wafte  their  time  in  a  le/s 
profitable  labour  ;  and  niany  planters  would  rather  purchafe  all  their 
provifion,  than  raife  it  in  their  own  fields,  were  not  the  carriage  ih  very 
expenfive. 

All 
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All  the  planters  keep  great  numbers  of  oxen,  cows,  and  pigs,  which  pro- 
cure their  food  eafily,  arid  without  the  leaft  expencc,  in  the  large  forefts, 
which  belong  to  the  plantations.  Horfes  are  alfo  frequently  turned  into 
the  woods ;  but  the  true  amateurs  of  horfes,  many  of  \^■hom  are  found 
among  the  planters,  fend  them  rather  to  graze  on  a  field,  which  the  year 
before  was  fown  with  Indian  corn  and  rice,  and  on  which  the  fpe- 
cies  of  grafs,  called  crab  grafs,  grows  in  great  plenty.  In  woods,  ^^'herc 
the  grafs  of  the  preceding  year  is  not  entirely  confumed,  and  where  this 
grafs  might  ftific  the  new  growth,  it  is  burnt  at  the  beginning  of  fpring, 
and  the  young  grafs  thrives  better  than  it  otherwife  would  do. 

The  price  of  fvvamps  is  here  from  twenty-one  to  iorty-two  dollars  aii 
acre.  Tlie  fituation  in  regard  to  the  %vatcring  of  the  Ivvamps  occafions 
the  diftercnce  in  their  price.  Uplands  coft  from  five  to  fix  dollars  aa 
acre,  but  are  feldom  fold.  Indian  corn  colls  one  dollar  and  a  half  the 
bufliel,  a  cow  from  fix  to  nine  dollars,  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  forty  dollars. 

(jeneral  Wafliington  is  one  of  the  planters  of  Carolina,  who,  in  order  not 
to  rellnquifli  to  the  merchants  of  Charlefi:on  the  great  profits  on  the  falc 
of  rice,  have  tranfmitted  it  themfelves  to  England.  The  refults  of  tliis 
operation  arenotj^ct  known.  All  the  planters  are  highly  pleafed  with  the 
high  price  of  rice,  }  ct  the  moft  prudent  of  them  adopt  not  a  more  expen- 
five  way  of  li\ing,  but  convert  their  gains  into  capital.  Tliey  are  fond  of 
refiding  on  their  plantations,  and  thus  fare  much  of  their  houf^hold  ex- 
pence.  Yet  }'ou  mull:  be  accuftomed  to  fuch  a  reiidence  to  be  pleafed 
with  it.  Not  the  leail  variety,  as  to  foil  and  culture  ;  furrounded  on  all 
fides  with  mud  and  water ;  few  or  no  neighbours  ;  and  in  addition  to 
thefe  unplcafant  circumftances,  the  planters  are  deprived  of  the  greatell; 
pleafvire  of  cultivators,  to  fee  every  thing  grow  in  their  fields.  In  the 
month  ot  June,  when  the  fwamps  are  watered  for  the  firft  time,  the 
planters  retire  for  four  months  into  the  town,  for  fear  of  the  pcftiferous 
effluvia,  and  during  this  time  the  rice  ripens  and  is  mowed.  The  \shitc 
dlrcftor  of  the  plantation,  who  remains  on  the  fpot,  mufl  the  fii-ft  ium- 
mcr  pay  for  this  refidence  either  with  his  life,  or  at  Icafl  \\  ith  a  dreadful 
fit  of  illncfs ;  and,  fliould  he  lurvive  this,  }'et  he  is  every  fummer  attacked 

by 
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by  a  fimilar  difeafe  at  lead  for  a  fortnight.     The  negroes  fuffcr  not  froin 
all  thefe  noxious  exhalations. 

In  the  General  is  united  to  his  other  excellent  qualities  that  of  a  bene- 
volent mafter  to  his  negroes.  They  are  not  overburthened  with  labour, 
and  they  are  at  liberty  to  cultivate  for  thcmfelves  as  much  land  as  they 
choofe. 

Mrs.  Wailiington  feems  lefs  pleafed  witla  a  plantation-life  than  her 
hufband,  whom  bufinefs  frequently  calls  away,  and  whom  a  pipe  or  a 
good  dinner  often  retains  in  the  place,  whither  he  is  obliged  to  go. 

The  General's  plantation  lies  in  St.  Paul's  parilh,  which  contains  fif- 
teen fquare  miles.  Although  four  or  five  remains  of  churches  are  to  be 
found  in  this  parifli,  yet  there  exifts  in  fad;  but  one,  where  a  congrega- 
tion can  affemble.  The  reft  were  burnt  down  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
and  they  are  in  this  country  not  very  anxious  to  build  them  up  again. 

The  road  from  Sandyhill  to  Dr.  Pringle's,  brother  of  my  friend 
Pringle  of  Charlefton,  is  as  fandy  as  that  which  we  have  travelled,  but 
the  fmall  bridges,  you  frequently  meet  with,  grow  worfe  and  worfc 
We  crofled  in  a  ferry  the  river  Edifto  or  Pompon,  which  rifes  two  hun-  ' 
dred  miles  higher  up  the  country,  and  on  which  the  timber  from  the 
forefts  of  further  Carolina,  that  are  one  hundred  miles  diftant  from. 
Charlefton,  is  floated  to  this  city. 

Dr.  Pringle  relides  in  the  tow^nfliip  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  cultivates, 
of  nineteen  hundred  acres,  which  compofe  his  eftate,  two  hundred  acres 
offwamps,  and  forty  acres  high  land.  If  he  had  more  hands  to  difpofe 
of,  he  might  cultivate  more ;  but  he  poflefTes  only  a  fmall  fortune  ;  and 
planters  thus  circumftanced  can  very  feldom  raife  the  necelTary  money 
for  the  conftru6tion  of  machinery.  He  has  explained  to  me  the  whole 
procefs  of  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the  rice  ;  and  the  information  I 
received  from  him  on  this  fubjed;,  agrees  fo  perfedlly  with  that  which 
I  have  colle<fled  in  three  or  four  other  ditferent  places,  that  I  think  my- 
felf  fully  informed  on  this  head.  Rice  is  commonly  fown  about  this 
time;  fome  have  already  done  it,  and  others  commence  in  a  fort- 
night. 

The 
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The  country  is  full  of  that  fpecies  of  crocodile,  Vvhich  by  nat-aralill:6 
are  called  caimans.  We  faw  a  fmall  one  at  the  General's,  ^vhich  hud 
been  killed  by  his  huntfman.  On  a  walk  \vc  took  with  Dr.  Pringle,  we 
faw  two,  which  lay  aflccp  near  a  large  fwampy  ditch  ;  both  v>cre  of  con- 
fiderable  fize,  and  one  meafured  from  the  head  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail 
upwards  of  twelve  feet.  We  obferved  them  perfectly  at  our  cafe,  at  the 
diftance  of  twelve  paces.  71ie  noife  we  made,  after  five  or  fix  minutes, 
having  roufed  them  from  their  fleep,  they  jumped  into  the  water.  This 
animal  very  feldom  touches  a  man,  however  near  it  may  be  to  him  ;  it 
conftantly  flees,  when  on  land  ;  but  in  the  water  it  is  faid  to  be  fiercer. 
A  few  years  ago,  a  caiman  bit  off  the  leg  of  a  woman,  while  Ihe  ^^•as 
bathing.  It  more  irequently  attacks  dogs,  which  at  tim^es  it  carries  oft  in 
the  prefencc  of  men.  Sometimes,  when  hounds  in  purfuit  oi'  a  ftag 
fvvim  through  the  water,  they  feize  both  hounds  and  deer,  and  pull 
them  down  to  the  bottom,  without  their  ever  appearing  again.  The 
fcales,  with  which  the  caiman  is  coated,  render  it  invulnerable,  nnlefs  the 
wound  be  inflifted  in  the  interftices  of  the  fcales,  or  at  the  extremities. 

The  rattle-fnake  is  as  niuch  dreaded   in  this  country  as  the  caiman. 
No  pcrfon  has  of  late  died  of  its  bite,  w  hich  proves  frequently  mortal  to 
dogs,  cows,  and  horfes,  although  cafes  of  its  being  cured  are  more  nume- 
rous.     On  the  w  hole,  the  number  of  thefe  noxious  animals  appears  verv 
inconfiderable.     By  Dr.  Pringle's  account,  who  has  fcen  many  of  them, 
they  are  here  much  larger  at  the  fame  age,  than  in  the  northern  Hates. 
Thofe  which  have  come  within  my  obfer\  ation,  are  of  the  lame  fize  as  in 
Gcnefiee,  but  of  more  vivid  colours.      The  bite  of  the  water  rattle-fnake 
is  alfo  polfonouGi   but  lefs  fo  than  that  of  the  land.      The  derivation  of 
its  name  is  not  known  ;   for  this  animal  has  neither  rattles,  nor  is  it  fur- 
niflied  with  the  two  fangs,  which  render  the  rattle-fnake  fo  extremely 
dangerous.     There  are  thofe,  who  imagine,  that  it  is  the  female  of  the 
rattle-fnake,  while  in  the  opinion  of  others  it  forms  a  diilind:  fpecies  ;  but 
all  this  rcils  on  fuppofition,  as  in  fad:  do  many  things  in  natural  hillory. 
The  black  ferpent  is  pretty  common  in  Carolina  ;  it  is  very  long,  and  pur- 
fucs  thofe  who  attack  it ;  but  its  bite  is  harmlefs. 

Panthers 
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Panthers  are  fometimes  found  in  the  woods,  but  they  are  few  in  num- 
ber ;  the  affertion  of  their  having  attacked  men  is  contradidled.  Tiger- 
cats,  wolves,  and  foxes  are  here  frequent,  and  fometimes  carry  off  fowls, 
flieep,  and  calves  from  places  contiguous  to  inhabited  buildings.  But 
the  planters,  who  aflemble  their  live-ftock  twice  a  year,  to  count  the 
young,  and  pick  out  thofe  which  they  intend  to  fatten,  charge  lefs  the 
wild  beafts  with  the  deficiency  they  dilcover,  than  the  petty  planters, 
negroes,  and  other  workmen.  The  winter  i^  here  never  fo  fevere,  as  to 
prevent  the  cattle  from  remaining  in  the  woods,  where  they  find  plenty 
ot  food  ;  fome  of  the  planters  feed  them  with  the  ftraw  of  Indian-corn 
and  rice,  but  mofl;  kill  them,  as  they  come  out  of  the  woods.  Mr. 
Pringle,  who  keeps  from  feventy  to  eighty  negroes,  and,  of  confcquence, 
is  no  great  planter,  has  from  two  to  three  hundred  head  of  cattle. 

To  judge  from  the  acquaintance  1  have  made  among  the  planters,  their 
converfation  is  not  very  interefi:ing.  Their  time  is  chiefly  taken  up  by 
the  chace  and  the  table,  by  gaming  and  doing  nothing,  the  few  excepted, 
whofe  parents  were  fufficiently  rich  to  lend  them  to  Europe  for  educa- 
tion and  inllru£tion. 

Mr.  Pringle  holds  a  diftinguiihed  rank  among  well-bred  farmers.  He 
finiflied  his  education  and  ftudied  medicine  in  Europe  ;  for  fome  time  he 
followed  this  profcffion,  but  now  pra6tifes  it  only  from  motives  of  com  - 
paffion,  to  preferve  his  independence.  He  is  in  every  refpedl  a  worthy 
man,  amiable  and  communicative,  plain,  and  Co  happy,  that  his  equals 
are  but  feldom  found.  He  is  an  excellent  mafter  to  his  negroes,  and 
aflerts,  againft  the  opinion  of  many  others,  that  the  plantations  of  mild 
and  indulgent  mailers  thrive  moft,  and  that  the  negroes  are  more  faithful 
and  laborious.  He  is  beloved  by  his  flaves.  The  cultivated  part  of  his 
plantation  is  in  the  beft  order,  and  the  number  of  his  negroes  encrcafcs 
yearly  by  a  tenth. 

In  the  neighbourhood  are  a  few  very  fmall  plantations,  the  property  of 
white  people,  who  keep  no  flaves,  and  who  of  fifty  acres,  v/hich  form 
the  neceflTary  qualification  of  an  elector,  cultivate  about  twenty  with 
their  oxen.     This  clafs  is  poor,  and,  by  what  I  have  been  told,  fccms  not 
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to  defen-e  much  refpedl.  But  thefe  planters  evidently  prove,  that  even 
in  this  fcorching  climate  white  people  can  perform  the  labour,  tor  which 
it  is  generally  deemed  neceffary  to  employ  flaves :  though  it  muil:  be 
confefled,  that  they  neither  work  much  in  the  hotteft  feafon  of  the  year, 
nor  toil  in  the  fvvamps.  White  people  may  perhaps  not  be  able  to  ac- 
cuflom  themfelves  to  the  necellary  labours  in  the  fwamps,  yet  it  is  of 
importance  to  know,  that  they  are  capable  of  working  in  the  upper  coun- 
try at  the  culture  of  grain,  potatoes,  and  turnips.  From  this  fad:  hopes 
may  be  entertained,  that  the  large  trad:  of  ground  which  feparates  the 
fwamps  from  the  upper  country,  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil  of  which  is 
apparent  from  the  numerous  trees  it  bears,  will  be  cultivated. 

Mr.  Pringle  prefented  my  fellow-traveller,  Mr.  Beauvois,  with  a  petri- 
fied oyftcr,  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  fea.  Its  length  amounts  to  eighteen  inches,  Englilh  mea- 
fiare.  From  the  circumftance,  that  in  that  part  of  the  country  there  is  a 
confiderable  ftratum  of  fimilar  petrified  fubllances,  it  becomes  highly 
probable,  that  this  whole  trad  was  once  covered  by  the  fea,  and  that  the 
ridge  of  mountains,  which  runs  from  Florida  to  Canada,  formed  its  ori- 
ginal limit. 

In  the  townfhip  of  St.  Paul  a  free  negro,  who  from  his  early  youth  care- 
fully ftored  up  the  produce  of  his  induftry,  poffeffes  a  plantation  of  two 
hundred  flaves.  Inftances  of  this  kind  are  not  rare,  I  underftand,  in 
St.  Domingo  ;  but  fuch  a  plantation  is  here  a  phenomenon.  The  feve- 
rity  excepted,  with  which  this  emancipated  flave  treats  his  negroes,  his 
condud  is  faid  to  be  regular  and  good.  His  name  is  Pindaim,  and  he 
is  eighty-five  years  old.  He  has  married  a  white  woman,  and  has  given 
his  daughter,  a  mulatto,  to  a  white  man. 

RUPELMONDE,  ON  THE  RIVER  BEAUFORT. 

As  long  as  the  roads  continue  of  the  fame  quality,  as  I  ha-\e  hitherto 
found  them,  fmce   1  left  Charleflon,   I  fliall  not  make   any  mention  of 
them.     1  am  not  yet  tired  of  thefe  fuperb  forclls  ;  but  on  traverfing  them, 
you  cannot  but  regret,  that  a  foil,  which  bears  Ilich  trees,  fliould  not  pro- 
duce 
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ducc  any  thing  elfe,  and  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  that  foil  may,  per- 
haps, remain  for  ever  uncultivated  in  Carolina,  which  might  be  fown 
with  oats,  rye,  and  barley,  and  thus  remove  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  the  poverty  of  the  country.  Nature  invites  this  country  to  a 
high  degree  of  profperity,  the  non-attainment  of  which  can  only  be 
owing  to  the  negledl  and  mifcondud;  of  men. 

We  travelled  in  company  with  Mr.  Robert  Pjungle,  a  worthy  bro- 
ther of  John  Pringle  of  Charlefton ;  he  intended  to  introduce  us  to  his 
numerous  friends  at  Beaufort.  The  plantations  along  the  road  are  few 
in  number  and  infignificant.  The  people  were  every  where  bufied  in 
fowing  rice. 

1  had  a  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fuller  of  Sheldon.  He  was  not  at 
home,  but  his  lady  received  us  with  great  kindnefs.  She  is  very  hand- 
fome,  and  endowed  with  excellent  qualities. 

It  is  frequently  the  fate  of  travellers  to  contradl  obligations ;  this  we 
experienced  the  lame  evening,  in  regard  to  a  lady  who  refides  on  the 
coaft  of  the  Ifland  of  Beaufort.  The  veffel,  intended  to  carry  us  over, 
was  too  fmall  for  our  two  cabriolets  and  horfes.  We  were,  therefore, 
obliged  to  wait ;  and  feeing  us  walking  up  and  down  the  fhore,  fhe  in- 
vited us  to  ilep  into  her  houfe,  and  at  length  offered  us  a  night's  lodging. 
Mrs.  Rap  PEL  refides  with  her  daughter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
ferry,  which  belongs  to  her.  The  mother  was,  fifteen  years  ago,  the  firfl 
beauty  of  Charleflon ;  and  even  yet,  though  thirty-five  years  old,  and 
frequently  indifpofed  with  nervous  difeafcs,  flie  is  handfome  and  amiable. 
She  generally  refides  in  Charleflon,  whither  fhe  returns  at  the  beginning 
of  June.  Whatever  praife  may  be  due  to  our  European  gentility,  yet  in 
no  part  of  the  globe  fo  much  hofpitality  is  pradifed  as  in  America,  or 
can  it  any  where  be  better  exercifed,  than  in  South  CaroHna. 

We  this  day  crofled,  by  a  very  bad  bridge,  the  river  Combabee,  which 
feparates  the  diflrid:  of  Charlefton  from  that  of  Beaufort.  The  only  re- 
markable thing  we  met  on  this  journey  was  a  large  caiman,  which  lay 
dying  on  a  ditch.  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  with  an  axe,  and  was 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  water  than  they  generally  are.     We  dif- 
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patched  him,  and  found  that  he  was  eleven  feet  and  half  in  length- 
Thefe  animals,  whofc  afped:  is  as  frightful  as  the  accounts  of  their  fierce- 
nefs,  are  no  objects  of  fear  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  country;  travel- 
lers, therefore,  have  cither  exaggerated  their  accounts,  or  are  more  timid 
than  the  inhabitants.  They  arc  killed,  wherever  they  are  met  with,  and 
extremely  numerous  in  the  frefli  waters  of  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  ftate  of  Georgia,  the  worffc  regulated  part  of  the  Union,  is  a  com- 
pound of  natives  of  all  European  countries,  and  of  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Its  recent  hiilory  is  a  tiffue  of  continual  difputes  among- 
the  inhabitants  as  well  as  with  other  ftates,  without  the  Icaft  mark  of 
public  fpirit.  This  moral  picture  mufi:  neccfl'arily  admit  of  exceptions ;: 
I  have  myfelf,  during  my  flaort  refidence  in  Savannah,  found  men, 
who  vvovild  do  honour  to  any  country.  But  the  exceptions,  I  apprehend, 
are  few. 

As  late  as  the  laft  feffion,  a  more  regular  adminiftration  of  jufticc  has 
been  eftabliflied  ;  but  it  is  not  yet  in  force,  nor  will  it  be  fo  for  fome  time 
to  come.  The  feffions  are  not  regularly  held  ;  the  empannelling  of  the 
juries  meets  with  great  difficulties,  and  yet  the  bufmcfs  of  a  lawyer  is  one 
of  the  moft  lucrative  profcffions. 

Agriculture  is  much  the  fame  as  in  South  Carolina.  Cotton  is  culti- 
vated by  all  the  inhabitants,  who  confider  it  as  a  principal  branch  of  their 
trade,  without  paying  any  more  attention  to  the  belt  mode  of  cultivat- 
ing it,  than  they  do  in  South  Carolina.  Candid  planters  allow,  that  they 
are  far  from  having  attained  the  highell  degree  of  perfedion,  the  attain- 
ment of  which  will,  in  my  opinion,  fooner  be  etfeCled  in  South  Carolina 
than  Georgia.  The  machinery  for  cleaning  the  cotton  is  here  more  fre- 
quently employed  than  in  Carolina ;  but  the  planters,  convinced  of  the 
difadvantages  attending  it,  rclinquifh  the  ufe  of  it,  aiid  cxped  another 
from  the  Bahama  iflands,  which  compleats  the  operation  fooner,  without 
injurmg  the  down. 

The  back  country,  which  begins  behind  Augufta,  is  far  more  popu- 
lous, and  exports  tobacco,  Indian-corn,  rye,  and  \A'hcat.  Slaves,  as  is- 
afferted,  arc  more  numerous  on  the  other  fide  of  Augulla,  than  on  this 
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fide.  There  is  no  planter,  who  keeps  a  confiderable  number  of  negroes  ; 
but  the  fmalleft  planters  buy  fbme  as  foon  as  they  can,  leave  off  doing 
any  work  themfclves,  and  grow  lazy,  lor  which  the  maftcrs  ot  flaves  ge- 
nerally feel  a  ftrong  difpofition,  encouraged  by  the  heat  of  the  climate 
and  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  country. 

The  law  of  the  land  permits  the  importation  of  negroes,  and  this  is  the 
only  ftate,  the  ports  of  which  are  not  yet  fliut  up  againft  this  odious  trade. 
They  are  not,  however,  imported  in  great  numbers  in  Savannah  ;  in  the 
courfe  of  lafl  year  arrived  about  fix  or  feven  hundred;  during  the  firfh  four 
months  of  this  year  four  hundred  and  fifty  have  been  landed,  and  two  or 
three  thoufand  more:  are  expected.  Savannah  employs  no  lliip  in  the- 
flave-trade  ;  but  it  is  carried  on  in  iliips  belonging  to  New  England,  and 
elpecially  to  Rhode-llland.  The  cargo,  however,  is  conftaritly  carried  to 
Savannah;,  w^ithout  the  leaft  certainty  of  a  profitable  fale,  on  account  of 
the  fcarcity  of  money  which  generally  prevails,  and  becaufe  foreign  mer- 
chants are  as  little  fond  of  giving  credit  to  thofe  of  Savannah,  as  thefc 
are  of  crediting  the  planters.  For  the  fole  purpofe  of  cultivating  fuch 
Iwamps,  as  are  fitted  for  cultivation^  ten.  fucceflive  years  from  eight  to 
ten  thoufand  negroes  fliould  be  annually  imported.  A  third  of  thole 
who  are  imported,  are,  in  fpite  of  the  prohibition,  every  year  fmxiggled 
into  Carolina.  Thefc  African  negroes  cofl  three  hundred  dollars  each ; 
thofe  of  the  Gold-coaft  are  the  beft  of  all,  and  next  to  them  are  thofe  of 
Congo  and  Ibo.  The  latter  are  the  befl  labourers,  but  frequently  perilh 
within  the  firfl  two  years, 

I  witneiled  an  auction  of  negroes  in  Savannah  ;  and  although  it  was  a 
fliocking  fight,  yet  I  was  not  fo  afJetfted  by  it  as  when  I  fawthe  one  hun- 
dred negroes  in  Charleflon  driven  to  market.  Thefc  were  grown  per— 
Ions  ;  but  the  others  were  children,  unacquainted  with  the  horrors  of 
their  fituation. 

Almofl  all  the  land  in  Georgia  is  good  ;  but  different  in  quality  accord- 
ing to  its  fituation ;   for  at  the  diflance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the 
fea  it  continues  riiing  as  far  as  the  Apalachian  mountains,  which  are  con- 
nected with  the  chain  of  mountains  that  interfedls  the  whole  of  North- 
America* 
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America,  proceeding  from  Canada,  difappears  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; 
and,  under  the  name  of  Tapinambourg,  rifes  again  in  South  America, 
after  having  firft  flievvn  itfelf  in  the  Antilles:  at  leail;  this  is  the  opinion 
of  feveral  naturalifts.  The  lands  appear  better  here  than  thofe  fmiilarly 
fituated  in  Carolina ;  and  from  the  Apalachians  to  the  Miffifippi  they 
appear  ftill  better. 

None  of  the  ftates  is  better  watered  than  Georgia.  The  rivers  Sa- 
vannah, Oconee,  Alatamaha,  and  St.  Mary  which  divides  it  from  Eaii 
Florida,  run  through  it  from  eaft  to  weft ;  and  in  their  courfe  receive  a 
great  number  of  creeks  and  fmaller  rivers,  by  means  of  which  the  pro- 
du6ls  of  the  inland  parts,  if  they  were  Inhabited,  might  eafily  be  con- 
veyed to  the  fea.  The  great  rivers  Appalachicola,  Mobile,  Peare,  Palca- 
cola,  and  Governanti,  which  interfecfl  Weft  Florida,  and  empty  them- 
felves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  their  fource  in  Georgia.  The 
river  Miflifippi,  by  which  it  is  bounded  on  the  \^•eft,  muft,  fnice  the  laft 
treaty  with  Spain,  be  a  certain  and  extcnfive  means  of  difpofmg  of  all  its 
produds,  which  might  be  fent  to  the  Antilles.  All  the  parts  of  the  coaft 
fouth  of  Savannah  are,  without  comparifon,  more  healthy  than  Sa- 
vannah, or  than  the  coafts  of  Virginia  or  the  two  Carolinas  ;  becaufc  they 
lie  nearer  the  trade- winds,  and  partake  of  the  advantage  which  thefe  af- 
ford. The  cH mate,  which  in  the  interior  of  Georgia  is  not  fo  hot  as  in 
Carolina,  is  much  milder  in  winter.  There  is  fcldom  any  fnow  here, 
and  where  there  is,  it  foon  melts  away.  Except  in  the  fwampy  parts, 
fewer  difeafes  prevail  here  than  in  Carolina ;  and  frefh  fprings  of  water 
are  to  be  met  with  every  where. 

To  tbtfe  advantages  may  be  added  the  facility  in  pafting  between  the 
continent  and  the  iflands  that  lie  along  the  coaft,  the  communication 
with  all  of  them  being  perfeftly  fafc,  and  there  being  no  occafion  to  go 
out  into  the  open  fca.  Thefe  iflands  are  for  the  moft  part  fpacious  and 
healthy  :  they  have  an  excellent  foil,  which  yields  very  fine  cotton,  al- 
moft  all  kinds  of  corn,  and  abundance  of  live-oak,  which  is  of  fo  much 
value  in  fhlp-building. 

In  that  part  of  Georgia  which  borders   on  Weft  Florida,   there  arc 

many 
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many  fields  of  rice  along  the  rivers ;  particularly  on  the  banks,  and  be- 
tween the  two  branches  of  the  Mobile.  Oaks  of  every  kind,  hickories, 
faffafras,  mnlberry  and  chefnut  trees,  grow  here  in  the  greateft  poffible- 
perfe6lion.  There  are  few  live-oaks,  and  fcarcely  any  cypreiTcs  or  cedars; 
The  white  pine  grows  here  only ;  the  fpruce-fir  is  feldom  feen.  It  is: 
faid  that  the  three  branches  of  the  river  Alatamaha,  with  the  ifland  of 
St.  Simon,  which  lies  facing  them,  form  the  beft,  deepcft,  and  fafcfh 
harbour  on  the  American  coaft,  below  the  Chefapeak,  Few  of  the: 
United  States  are  deftined  to  greater  profperity  than  Georgia..  But  there; 
muft  be  hands  to  work  this  gold-mine ;  and  their  labour  muft  be  ren- 
dered valuable  by  good  order,  by  refpe<?t  for  the  government,  and  a  due, 
adminiltration  of  the  laws.  Thefe  objedls  will  certainly  be  accomplifhed, 
fome  time  or  other,  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  it  is  difficult  to  fix 
upon  the  period  when  it  fliall  come  to  pafs.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
back  country  are  more  idle,  drunken,  and  diforderly,  than  thofe  who  re- 
fide  in  the  back  parts  of  any  of  the  United  States.  It  is  only  to  the  go- 
vernment that  thefe  vices  can  be  imputed.  Land  which  produces  rice, 
and  is  furnilhed  with  the  buildings  requifite  for  its  cultiA-ation,  fetches, 
when  in  good  condition,  from  fixty  to  fixty-five  dollars ;  and  that  which 
is  not  fo,  fells  at  feven  or  eight  dollars. 

They  carry  on  a  trade  with  Georgia,  with  deer,  otter,  and  beaver  fkins. 
But  the  Indians,  who  fupply  them,  find  a  more  advantageous  and  furer 
fale  in  Weft  Florida ;  and  therefore  carry;  all  their  fkins  to  PenfacoIa=, 
This  trade  is  therefore  confined  to  furs  procured  by  the  people  of  the 
back  country  ;  and  thefe  are  inconfiderable  in  number  and  value.. 

The  Cherokees,  the  Chadtaws,  and  Creeks,  who  are  the  moft  numerous 
and  warlike  of  all  the  Indian  nations,  inhabit  the  borders  of  Georgia.. 
Thofe  capable  of  bearing  arms  are  fuppofed  to  amount  to  the  number  of 
twelve  thoufand,  fix  thoufand  of  whom  are  Creeks.  There  are  about 
thirty-five  thoufand  Indians  altogether  in  Georgia.  It  is  faid  that  the 
Creeks,  contrary  to  the  general  cafe,  are  encreafing  in  nvimbers.  Although 
thefe  people  are  held  in  averfion,  and  endeavours  are  made  to  drive  them 
beyond  the  Miffifippi ;  yet  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  in  the  conti- 
nual. 
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nual  quarrels  \%  hich  they  have  with  the  white  people  on  the  boundaries, 
the  latter  are  in  the  wrong  four  tfmes  out  of  five.  It  is  admitted  by  every 
body,  tiiat  there  cannot  be  a  more  "\icious  fct  of  people  than  the  whites 
who  dwell  on  the  boundaries  :  they  rob,  murder,  and  betray  the  Indians  ; 
who  in  return  frequently  defiiroy  their  perfecutors,  together  with  their 
families  ;  and  when  they  perhaps  take  a  dreadful  revenge,  they  only  de- 
iend  themfelves  againft  unprovoked  attacks  :  thefe  Indians  arc  all  as  good, 
as  generous,  and  as  faithful  as  thofc  of  the  northern  flatcs.  Even  wheii 
they  are  in  the  greatefi:  flatc  of  diflurbance,  they  live  in  the  utmoll  fami- 
liarity with  the  white  families  who  refide  amongft  them,  and  who  find 
jnore  prote6l:ion  from  them  than  from  the  white  borderers :  thefe  fcalp 
their  prifoners,  as  well  as  the  Indians.  This  conftant  flate  of  petty  war- 
fare is  a  new  fource  of  diforder  in  the  ftate. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  in  conjun«5lion  with  the  federal  government, 
thinks  of  concluding  a  general  treaty  with  the  Indians,  the  negociations 
for  which  are  to  be  entered  upon  in  lefs  than  a  month.  The  confequence 
of  this  treaty  will  be,  that  the  Indians,  in  confideration  of  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, will  retire  a  hundred  miles  farther  back.  Mean-while  the  borderers 
will  purfue  them,  and  will  never  be  reftrained,  by  any  treat} ,  from  mak- 
ing their  unjufl  attacks ;  as  long  as  there  is  no  government  to  reftrain 
them  by  xigorouspunifliments,  and  of  coiufe  to  prevent  the  reprifals  of 
the  Indians. 

Thefe  Indians  cultivate  the  land  with  more  care  than  thofe  in  the 
northern  flates.  They  keep  fuch  negroes  as  they  carry  away  in  their 
petty  wars,  or  thofe  who  defert  to  them.  They  treat  them  as  flaves,  but 
behave  well  to  them  ;  are  fparing  of  them  in  labour,  and  ihare  with  them 
their  own  food.  I  have  been  afiiired,  that  there  are  fome  Indians  \\  ho 
have  no  fewer  than  thirty  negroes :  thefe  carry  the  produce  of  their 
hufbandry  to  Penfacola,  by  which  means  Georgia  is  deprived  of  confidcr- 
able  advantages. 

I  have  heard  an  anecdote  of  one  of  thefe  Indians,  which,  I  believe, 
will  give  a  clear  idea  of  their  manner  of  thinking.  The  Creeks  had  oc- 
ofion  to  aflcmbic  fome  years  ago  concerning  a  treaty  with  the  United 

States : 
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States :  one  Talasking,  a  famous  warrior  amongll  them,  who  had  al- 
ways declared  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  United  States,  oppofed  every  adl 
of  hoftility  againft  them,  and  was  confequently  well  known,  came  to 
New  York,  the  place  of  meeting,  after  the  Affembly  had  already  been 
opened.  He  there  found,  that  one  Malasky,  who  had  dlftinguiflied 
himfelf  by  his  inveteracy  againft  the  United  States,  and  by  the  mifchlefs 
he  had  done  them,  was  well  treated,  and  even  carefled  by  the  American 
commiffioners.  This  circumftance  raifed  his  indignation  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that,  although  he  was  himfelf  well-treated,  he  left  the  Aflembly 
after  two  days,  and  became  an  enemy  to  the  States.  This  indigna- 
tion has  its  foundation  in  a  ftrong  fentlment  of  honour,  which  muft 
make  civilized  ftates  blufh  for  the  falfehood  and  depravity  of  their  po- 
iicy. 

The  avaricious  Georgians  are  not  contented  with  grafping  at  the  coun- 
try of  the  Indians ;  many  of  them  look  on  Florida  already  as  their  law- 
ful property  ;  and  think  that  by  a  war,  they  would  eafily  gratify  this  am-, 
bition  of  theirs  ;  as  the  fouthern  ftates  are  much  more  populous  than  this 
province.  It  is  to  be  confidered  how  little  Spain  can  be  interefted  in  thig 
fmall  tra<51:  of  country,  how  many  difputes  it  may  occafion,  and  what  a 
natural  boundary  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  would  form  for  the  United  States. 
It  cannot  but  be  wiflied  that  Spain,  with  a  fort  of  political  magnanimity, 
may  give  up  this  country,  which  is  not  an  ad-^^antageous  poffeffion  to  her, 
and  which  in  all  probability  flie  may  not  be  able  to  retain. 

The  law  concerning  negroes  is  milder  in  Georgia  than  in  Carolina, 
where  it  is  of  Englifh  origin.  But  here  it  is  thirty  years  younger,  and 
therefore  breathes  that  humanity,  which  charafterifes  the  latter  half  of 
the  prefent  century.  It  appears  to  me  in  fome  refpeds  as  mild  as  any 
law  can  '"ver  be  when  flavery  is  permitted.  It  is  fald  that  there  are  few 
fevere  mafters  here  :  but  the  negroes  are  worfe  cloathed  and  fed  than  ia 
Carolina ;  and  even  there  their  cloathing  and  food  are  not  remarkably 
good. 

Until  1 794  Aiigufta  was  the  chief  town  of  Georgia :  next  to  Savan- 
nah it  is  the  largeft,  and  the  only  place  that  carries  on  an  inland  trade. 

4  I  Louifville, 
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Louifville,  the  prefent  feat  of  gcvcrnment,  confifls  only  of  about  thlrty 
houfes. 

Savannah  is  famous  for  the  defeat  of  M.  d'Eilaing  in  17/8,  when  he 
made  an  unfucccfsful  attack  upon  it.  After  every  thing  1  have  heard 
from  eye-witnefies  concerning  that  affair,  1  am  pofitive,  that  M.  d'El- 
taing  might  have  furprifed  the  town  without  waiting  for  his  heavy  artil- 
lery :  1.  As  the  town,  at  his  arrival,  was  defcncelcfs.  2.  That  he  fliould 
haA'e  properly  finiflied  the  regular  fiege,  as  he  had  once  entered  upon  it. 
3.  That  M.  d'Eftaing  would  certainly  have  rendered  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  town,  if,  after  the  firft  fummons,  he  had  not  granted  General  Pre- 
vosT  an  armiilicc  of  two  or  three  days ;  during  which  time  the  latter 
had  procured  reinforcements  froin  Beavifort,  and  doubled  his  means  ot 
defence.  4.  He  would  have  facceeded  in  the  attack,  if,  inflead  of  direct- 
ing all  his  force  againft  one  ftrong  redoubt,  he  had  penetrated  through 
the  other  fcattered  works  which  were  ill  defended.  The  Englilli  in  that 
cafe  would  have  been  forced  to  quit  their  entrenchments,  and  an  en- 
gagement would  have  enfued,  in  which  the  French  and  Americans, 
on  account  of  their  numbers,  would  have  been  vi6lorious.  The  in- 
habitants recoiled;  with  gratitude  the  pains  which  M.  d'Effaing  had 
taken  to  deliver  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Englilli.  They  praife  the 
valour  of  the  French ;  but  lament  that  M.  d'Eilaing,  on  granting  the 
armiftice  of  twenty-four  hours,  refufed  to  let  General  Prcvoft's  lady  leave 
the  town. 

The  fever  which  I  caught  in  Savannah  obliged  me,  againft  my  will, 
to  relinquifli  an  excurfion  into  the  back  country  of  Georgia  and  Carolina, 
which  I  had  previoufly  planned. 

1  departed  with  pleafure  from  this  town,  the  climate,  and  fituatlon  of 
which  on  a  burning  fand  render  it  fo  uncomfortable  ;  and  where  the  fpirit 
of  diforder  and  anarchy  muft  difguft  every  man  to  whom  liberty  is  dear, 
and  who  knows  that  it  can  be  maintained  only  by  refpeding  and  obeying 
the  laws. 

SPANISH 
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SPANISH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 

I  believe  that  this  is  the  proper  place  to  give  the  accounts  which  I  col- 
kfted  in  Carolina  and  Georgia  concerning  the  Spariifli  fettlements,  that 
border  on  the  United  States.  The  river  Apalachicola,  runs  between  Ealt 
and  Weft  Florida :  the  Miffifippi  divides  Weft  Florida  from  Louifiana. 

Eaft  Florida  is  thinly  inhabited.  When  it  belonged  to  England,  fevc- 
ral  rice-plantations  were  eftabliilied  on  a  large  fcale,  and  with  fticcefs. 
There  are  alfo  plantations  of  cotton,  which  are  very  productive.  It  ap- 
pears, that  a  great  quantity  of  land  is  applied  to  thefe  ufes,  and  that  even 
pine-barrens  might  be  improved  for  this  purpofe,  though  many  inhabi- 
tants think,  that  the  fandy  foil  would  not  be  able  to  produce  cotton.  Moft 
of  the  planters  left  Eaft  Florida  after  the  peace  of  1 783,  when  it  was  ceded 
by  England  to  Spain.  Some  trifling  culture  is  however  yet  carried  on 
by  a  few  Englifh  families,  who  have  not  left  the  country.  Few  Spanifli 
families  live  in  Florida.  The  beft  rice-land  lies  north  of  the  province, 
near  the  river  St.  Mary.  There  are  alfo  good  fwamps  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivers  towards  the  fouth,  efpecially  on  the  river  St.  John,  This  river 
runs  along  the  coaft,  parallel  with  the  fea,  from  fouth  to  north  ;  or  rather 
confifts  of  feveral  lakes.  It  is  navigable  from  one  end  to  the  other  ;  and 
of  courfe  can  carry  away  the  wood  which  grows  here  in  abundance,  and 
which  can  eafily  float  into  it  on  the  fmall  creeks.  The  trees  that  grow  in 
Florida  are  live-oak,  red  and  white  oaks,  cyprefs,  hickory,  red  and  white 
cedar,  and  the  cucumber-tree:  they  are  all  very  large.  The  river  St. 
John  can  be  even  united  with  the  fea,  on  the  fouth -weft  coaft  of  the 
peninfula,  in  Charlotte  Bay,  by  means  of  the  river  Coloofehatche,  and  of 
a  canal  eight  or  ten  miles  in  length,  which  would  run  through  the 
marflies.  By  thefe  means  a  dired  paflage  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  w^ould  become  pradicable  and  eafy ;  and  the  wood  which 
fliould  not  be  ufed  in  Florida,  might  foon  be  conveyed  to  the  iflands. 

St.  Auguftin  is  a  very  fmall  town,  which  has  but  one  ftreet.  It  lies  on 
a  better  foil  than  Charlefton  or  Savannah.  Veflels  drawing  more  than  ten 
feet  water  cannot  anchor  in  the  harbour.     The  tide  rifes  only  to  thirteen 

4  I  2  or 
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or  fourteen  feet.  The  climate  is  healthier  than  that  of  Charlefton,  on 
account  of  the  trade-winds,  which  conftantly  cool  the  air.  It  carries 
on  its  principal  trade  with  Savannah  and  Charlefton,  to  which  places  it 
fends  the  producT:s  of  the  Havannah,  which  are  dcpofitcd  here.  It  is  Sup- 
plied with  Englifli  goods  from  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

The  Lcmcncluka  Indians,  a  fmall  tribe  of  Creeks,  have  a  village  of 
about  one  hundred  houfes  in  Tufcavilla  on  Polycreek.  They  have  fome 
fmaller  ones  on  the  iea-coaft,  on  the  other  fide  of  Eaft  Florida.  The  fliore 
of  Weft  Florida  rlfes  perpendicularly  over  the  fea,  and  is  healthy.  It  is 
confidently  faid  that  the  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miffifippl  has  in- 
creafed  to  the  diftance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  fince  the  firil  fettlement 
of  the  French  in  that  place.  This  land,  however,  vihich  is  becoming 
firmer  every  year,  is  not  yet  fufficiently  fccure.  South-weft  winds  ge- 
nerally blow  here.  Hurricanes  feldom  happen ;  and  they  come  from 
the  fouth-eaft. 

The  land  between  the  Mlflfifippi  and  Betekfoha  is  excellent.  The 
■natural  producfts  are  a  fort  of  large  reeds,  hickory,  cedar,  and  cyprefs, 
which  are  very  large  :  it  has  excellent  meadows,  which  yield  very  ftrong 
grafs ;  and  it  is  fit  for  every  kind  of  cultivation.  From  Betekfoha  to 
Pearl-river  the  land  is  not  fo  good.  It  has  the  fame  kind  of  trees,  with 
oaks  of  different  forts  ;  but  few  live-oaks.  From  Pearl-river  to  Eaft 
Florida,  the  country  confifts  of  a  rich  land,  which  might  be  cultivated  to 
advantage.  It  produces  many  trees,  particularly  live-oak,  which  grow 
here  to  a  very  large  fizc. 

I  give  this  fketch  by  way  of  introduftion,  in  order  to  be  better  under- 
ftood.  It  is,  upon  the  whole,  correal ;  though  not  fufficiently  diftinft  in 
every  particular.  All  the  land  that  lies  on  the  rivers  is  of  the  beft 
qualit}'. 

There  are  many  habitations  along  the  Miflifippi.  Some  French  fami- 
lies ftill  dwell  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis.  There  are  con- 
fiderable  fettlements  along  the  river  Mobile,  at  the  Bay  of  Pcnfacola, 
and  on  the  other  rivers.  Although  thefe  provinces  have  belonged  to 
Spain  for  thirteen  years,  yet  there  are  very  few  Spaniards  here.     Such  is 

alfo 
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alfo  the  cafe  with  Louifiana.  Except  the  military,  cuftom-houfe  officers, 
and  perfons  holding  places  under  government,  there  are  not  perhaps  a 
hundred  Spanifli  families  throughout  this  large  plain.  The  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  confills  chiefly  of  French,  who  had  fettled  here  originally,. 
and  of  Germans,  who  have  remained  here,  after  the  ceffion  of  the  coun- 
try to  Spain.  Some  French,  Englifh,  and  Spanifli  families,  are  proprie- 
tors of  lands,  but '  they  are  few.  Almoft  all  the  lands  belong  to  the 
Crown,  which  neither  fells  nor  grants  them  for  a  ground-rent,  but  always 
gives  them  away  at  pleafure.  This  power  refts  in  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernor, who  receives  money  for  it,  but  who  infures  the  pofleffion  only  Co 
long  as  he  holds  his  fituation. 

There  are  few  monks  or  priefts  in  Florida  and  Louifiana.  From  every 
thing  I  have  heard,  religion  does  not  appear  to  be  predominant.  It  has, 
however,  fome  influence ;  and  French  philofophy  would  find  here  many 
opponents. 

The  rivers  all  flow  from  north  to  fouth,  and  not  very  rapidly.  The 
tide  comes  up  a  considerable  way  into  them.  Veflels  can  fail  fixty  or 
feventy  miles  up  Pearl-river.  The  weftern  branch  of  the  river  Mobile  is 
navigable  for  one  hundred  miles;  and  the  eaftern  two  hundred:  the 
Appalachicola  two  hundred.  All  thefe  rivers  rife  in  Georgia,  where, 
"with  the  exception  of  a  few  obftru6lions,  they  are  navigable. 

The  harbour  of  Penfacola  is  one  of  the  bcft  in  all  North  America^ 
The  entrance  is  fafe ;  and  the  water,  even  at  the  keys,  is  always  five  fa- 
thoms deep.  At  Mobile  the  water  at  ebb  is  tea,  and  at  flood-tide  four- 
teen feet  deep.  At  New  Orleans  there  is  between  fourteen  and  fixteen 
feet  of  water ;  but  the  navigable  channel  is  narrow,  and  the  entrance 
difficult.     On  every  part  of  the  coaft  there  are  numbers  of  fmall  bays. 

It  is  not  fo  hot  in  Wefl:  Florida  as  in  Carolina,  notwithfiianding  its 
■fituation  being  fo  much  more  foutherly.  Between  the  Miffifippi  and 
and  Mobile  intermitting  and  bilious  fevers  prevail  in  autumn.  From  the 
river  Mobile  to  Eaft  Florida  the  country  is  very  healthy. 

In  many  parts  of  Weft  Florida,  and  particularly  in  the  Natches,  which 
lie  within  the  territory  of  Georgia,  and  to  which  place  the  richnefs  of 
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the  foil  has  incited  many  uihabitants  from  Florida,  rice,  coiton,  tobacco, 
and  indigo,  are  cultivated.  The  indigo,  which  is  known  by  the  name 
of  New  Orleans  indigo,  is  of  a  very  good  kind;  it  is  inferior  to  that  of 
St.  Domingo,  but  much  better  than  that  of  Carolina.  It  is  faid,  that,  if 
more  care  were  taken  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  and  feed  brought  more 
frequently  from  Guatimala,  this  indigo  would  be  almofl:  as  good  as  that 
of  St.  Domingo. 

It  muft  be  a  matter  of  furprize,  to  find  that  the  whole  of  Well  Flo- 
rida, which  belongs  to  Spain,  is  fupplied  with  European  goods  from 
England.  This,  however,  is  true ;  and  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  la- 
zinefs  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Crown  has  granted  to  two  Englilh  houfes, 
one  of  which  trades  under  the  firm  of  Penton  and  Ermeb,  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  fupplyingthe  inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  Indians, 
with  European  commodities;  which  puts  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli 
the  whole  of  the  peltry  trade,  even  in  the  parts  which  border  on  Augufta. 
Thev  deal  much  more  honourably  in  their  barter  than  the  Georgians,  are 
better  fupplied  with  commodities,  and,  on  that  account,  the  Indians  rea- 
dily trade  with  them.  This  privilege  does  not  extend  to  New  Orleans. 
Every  year  ibme  fliips,  which  fupply  the  Havannah,  come  to  New  Or- 
leans, but  they  bring  very  inadequate  cargoes,  fo  that  the  Spanifli  fettle- 
mcnts  on  the  Illinois  get  all  their  European  goods  from  Montreal. 

There  is  a  faft  flill  more  recent,  v^diich  points  out  the  bad  policy, 
whereby  the  Spaniards  give  up  all  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli. 
The  Governor  of  New  Orleans  has  given  to  the  Englifli  houfe  of  Tode 
and  Co.  (vvho  carry  on  the  peltry  trade  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Mifli- 
fippi,  below  the  lakes)  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  for  fkins  with 
the  Indians,  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Miflburi ;  by  which  means  the 
Englifli  are  in  poiftffion  cf  the  moftlmportant  part  of  this  river,  and  they 
have  opened  a  trade  with  feveral  nations.  This  privilege  has  been  purchafed 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans  for  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufmd 
pounds  fterling.  Frcm  this  circumftance  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
fluggiflmcfs  and  avarice  of  the  Spanilh  government  and  its  agents,  which 
the  adivit}  of  the  Englifli  fails  not  to  turn  to  their  profit.    It  Is  high  time 

that 
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that  this  country,  even  for  the  benefit  of  Spain,  fhould  come  into  the  pof- 
feffion  of  France.  Should  Spain  keep  it  much  longer,  England  will  fooa 
obtain  it.  In  fad:,  flic  partly  poifeffes  it  already,  there  being  feveral  Eng- 
lilh  garrlfons  flatloned  upon  the  Spanilli  territories  along  the  Miffifippi ; 
and  the  numerous  Inhabitants  of  the  Indian  territory  throxxghout  this  im- 
menfe  dillricft,  fo  rich  in  lldns,  are  unacquainted  with  any  but  Engliili 
traders.  When  the  Engliili  fliall  have  eftablifticd  themfelves  iViU  more 
firmly  in  this  trade,  they  will  become  more  important,  and  then  the  rich 
Spanilh  fettlements  in  Mexico  vvlll  not  be  long  fccure.  This  opinion, 
which  to  me  appears  very  clear,  fhould  be  eflabliflied  beyond  a  doubt  by 
Frenchmen,  who  penetrate  farther  into  the  coruitry  than  I  have  done; 
It  is  fufficlent  here  to  fay,  that,  contrary  to  the  affcrtion  of  forae  Ameri- 
cans, the  IVIiffifippi  is  navigable  as  far  as  Kentucky  and  the  Illinois ;  and 
that  the  vefTels,  which  carry  the  products  of  thefe  countries  to  New  Or- 
leans, may  take  back  European  commodities,  which,  by  this  means,  w^ould 
be  cheaper  than  thofe  brought  from  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  commercial  advantages,  which  Louiliana  holds  out  to  an  aftive 
and  intelligent  nation,  are  uncommonly  great.  It  might  furnifli  the  moft 
durable  wood  of  every  fort,  for  fliip-building  and  mails.  I  have  been 
informed  by  an  engineer,  who  had  been  in  the  Englifh  fervice  during  the 
laft  war  in  Florida,  and  who  was  defirous  of  demolifhing  a  fort  that  had 
been  built  by  the  French  at  Penfacola  in  1080,  that  he  found  the  wood 
of  it  as  free  from  injury,  and  as  found  as  If  it  had  been  felled  the  preced- 
ing day ;  and  that  he  could  make  ufe  of.  it  all  in  conftrufting  a  ffcronger 
fort.  Louiflana  could  fupply  the  French  colonies  with  entire  houfcs  in 
frame,  which  will  be  much  wanted  there  on  the  return  of  peace ;  and 
which  might  be  had  at  an  eafier  and  cheaper  rate  from  that  country  than 
from  the  province  of  Maine,  or  the  North  river.  They  could  have  iliin- 
gles  of  cyprefs  and  cedar  longer,  thicker,  and  fix  times  more  durable  than 
thofe  of  fir,  that  are  brought  from  the  north-eafi:  part  of  America, 
which  are  not  able  to  refifl  the  frequent  hurricanes  that  happen  in  our 
iflands,  and  often,  in  one  night,  carry  aw^ay  the  roofs  of  many  houfes. 
From  Louifiana  might  alfo  be  brought  hemp,  flax,  and,  confcquently,,. 

ropes. 
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ropes  and  lliil-cloth  in  abundance  ;  and  llkev\  ife  tiles,  which  are  already 
manufaiflured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Orleans.     They  might  get 
abundance  of  tar  from  the  firs  that  grow  here  in  great  numbers.     Saltpe- 
tre, it  is  alTerted,  may  be  found  in  many  places ;  and  there  are  many  lead 
and  iron  mines,  the  working  of  which  would  not  be  attended  with  much 
difficulty.     The  rice  in  Louifiana  is  very  good  ;  it  is  cultivated  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent  near  the  Miffifippi ;   it  is  even  faid  that  they  plant  it  there 
on  dry  ground.      Wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  grain  of  every  fort,  grows  alfo 
here  in  great  quantities.     The  depot  to  be  formed  at  New  Orleans  of  all 
thefe   produfts  of  the  wcftcrn  ftates  of  America  would  neceflarily  fccure 
the  fupply  to  the  iflands  ;   and  the  barter   carried  on  with  thefe  ftates, 
which  fliould  furnifh  themfelves  with  European  goods  at  New  Orleans, 
would  form  a  political  connexion,  which  no  nation,  to  which  Louifiana 
belonged,  ought  to  negleft.      This  large  colony  would  fupply  the  mother 
country  with  finer  tobacco  than  that  of  Virginia,  and  wltli  all  the  fivins 
which  are  now  collected  by  the  Englifli  companies.    In  fhort,  the  produc- 
tions of  Louifiana,  and  its  trade  to  Europe  lying  conflantly  open,  would 
give  rife   to  a  barter  with  the  Spanifh  colonies,  from  v.hich  it  would  be 
eafy  to  receive  cochineal,  log-wood,  chocolate,  vanilla,  tanned  leather,  Ha- 
vannah  tobacco,  Guatimala  indigo,  &c.   To  this  lift  of  produdiions  many 
more  might  be  added.     But  the  above  articles  will  ferve  to  give  an  idea 
of  the   great  rcfourccs  of  Louifiana.      Oil  and  wine  might   certainly  be 
cultivated  to  great  advantage.    Finally,  the  poffeffion  of  Louifiana  by  the 
French  would  fet  bounds  to  the  childifli  avarice  of  the  Americans,  who 
wifli  to  grafp  at  every  thing :   an  avarice  arifing  more  from  a  reftlcfs  cha- 
racT:cr,  than  from  political  views,  which  prevents  them  from  fixing  them- 
fclvcs  in  any  new  Itatc,   which  injures  their  real  llrength,    and  diflurbs 
their  neighbours.    Befides,  it  muft  be  confidcrcd,  that  the  United  States, 
on  account  ot  their  weaknefs,  will  always  continue  more  friendly  to  a  na- 
tion, that  has  the  power  of  injuring  them,  than  one  that  has  not,  and  that 
can  only  olier  them  advantages.    A  generous  nation  \\ 111  nc\cr  abufc  fuch 
a  power,   which  it  would  feel  itfelf  intereftcd  in  turning  to  the  real  ad- 
vantage of  the  United  States. 

One 
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One  ■■•vord  more  concerning  the  Indians,  All  of  thele,  who  have  had 
any  dealings  with  the  French^  prefer  them  to  any  other  people.  The 
prench  behaved  to  them  with  fuch  magnanimity,  benevolence,  and  lio- 
nour,  that  the  Indians  ufc  ftill  to  fay  to  the  Englifli — "  You  are  our 
brotliers  ;  the  French  were  our  fathers."  This  fentiment  is  not  yet  ex- 
tinguiflied,  although  it  is  fo  long  fmce  they  had  any  tranfaftions  with 
each  other.  At  prefent  they  almoft  all  depend  on  England  ;  but  upon. 
the  flighteft  favourable  occurrence,  they  might  eafily  be  gained  over  to 
France.  This  is  the  prcA^ailing  fentiment  among  the  Creeks  and  Chcro- 
kees,  who  call  Florida  the  French  country. 

The  Spanifh  government  in  Louifiana  and  Florida  is  not  fo  intolerant 
^is  ulual,  but  is  deficient  in  ftrcngth,  as  the  military  force  confifts  of 
no  more  than  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  who  occupy  fome  forts 
from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans.  Indians  and  Americans  are  on  good 
terms  with  the  Spaniards;  but  none  of  thefe  parties  eftecm  the  other  as 
important  friends  or  dangerous  enemies.  The  prevailing  opinion  of  the 
w'eaknefs  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  want  of  fupport  which  the  inhabi- 
tants experience,  beget  a  predilection  for  England,  imdcr  the  government 
of  which  country  they  would  not  be  left  without  fupport :  but  in  reality 
they  wilh  for  the  prote-6i;ion  of  France :  they  are  Frenchmen,  and  as 
attached  to  their  country  as  if  they  formed  a  part  of  it. 

France,  therefore,  is  in  the  moft  favourable  fituation  of  any  country 
in  the  \%orld,  to  obtain  Louifiana  from  Spain.  Spain  gets  nothing 
thence  but  timber,  and  in  faft  only  gives  a  wider  range  to  Englifh  adli- 
vity.  Nay,  the  Englifli  would  difpofTefs  her  of  Louifiana,  if  flie  flvjuld 
wifli  to  retain  it,  and  they  fhould  not  change  their  political  fyflem,  which 
is  highly  improbable.  France  is,  on  the  contrarv,  rich,  a6live,  abound- 
ing in  manufactures,  and  would  fpeedily  organize  all  thefe  eftablifliments. 
Many  families  who  are  in  want  of  every  thing  in  France,  and  whom  the 
revolution  has  rendered  rcftlefs  and  uneaf)^,  might  be  fent  hither.  By  lands 
granted  them,  their  fituation  would  be  rendered  comfortable,  and  their 
mind  eafy  and  virtuous ;  which  is  the  cafe  with  many  foreigners,  who 
come  every  year  to  fettle  in  the  United  States;  who,  when  they  become 
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poffciTed  of  property,  forget  the  vices,  which  caufed  many  of  them  to 
emigrate. 

For  all  thefc  accounts  concerning  Florida  and  Louifiana  1  am  indebted 
to  general  officers,  merchants,  and  engineers,  who  have  bec-ome  Ameri- 
cans ;  but  who,  until  the  ceffion  of  Louifiana  to  Spain,  were  in  the 
Engllfh  fen-ice.  One  of  them  was  fur\-c}  or-gcncral,  and  poffcfles  the 
moll  perfe6l  map  of  Weft  Florida  that  can  be  wifhed  for.  He  has  pro- 
jeded  it  himfelf,  on  a  large  fcale. 

•       RETURN  TO  CHARLESTON. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  I  embarked  on  board  the  Savannah  Packet,  one  of 
the  brigs  that  are  conftantly  paffing  between  Savannah  and  Charlefton. 
Thefe  veiTels  generally  belong  to  the  Captains.  They  make  about  thirty- 
five  voyages  in  a  year ;  are  always  laden ;  and  yield  very  confiderable 
profits.  The  freight  for  a  bale  of  cotton,  or  a  hogfliead  of  tobacco,  is 
three  dollars.  The  captains  man  thefe  veffels  v/ith  negro  flaves,  that  be- 
long to  them ;  and  confequently  their  crew  is  flow,  unmanageable,  and 
bad,  according  to  the  known  qualities  of  negroes.  Their  food,  through- 
out the  whole  year,  confifts  in  bad  peafe,  which  are  meafurcd  out  to 
them  wath  the  utmoft  parfimony.  On  confidcring  their  fluggifli  manner 
of  working  the  fl:iip  in  fair  weather,  the  idea  of  being  at  fea  with  fuch 
perfons  cannot  but  be  frightful,  when  the  fafety  of  the  vellcl  depends 
upon  the  quicknefs  of  a  tack.  We  were  two  days  upon  our  voyage, 
which  was  long  for  this  feafon :  part  of  the  time,  we  were  becalmed ; 
and  when  we  reached  the  bar  of  Charlellon  on  Monday  at  funfet,  we 
were  obliged  to  wait  till  the  following  day,  before  we  could  pafs  over. 
The  bar  at  Savannah,  where  there  are  always  four  fathoms  of  water, 
can  be  pafied  by  fmall  vcflcls  at  any  time. 

On  my  return  from  Savannah,  I  fpcnt  three  weeks  more  at  Charleflon, 
and  added  confiderably  to  the  information,  which  I  had  coUedcd  on  my 
firft  journey.     The  inhabitants,  who  were  in  a  condition  to  give  me  any 
intelligence,  did  it  faithfully.     I  alfo  made  fome  excurfions  into  tlie  fur- 
rounding 
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fotinding  country,  which  enabled  me  to  afcertain  the  truth  of  my  for- 
mer information. 

South  Carolina  is  by  nature  divided  into  the  Upper  and  the  Lower, 
by  means  of  the  Appalachian,  or  Alleghany  moimtains.  The  fame  di- 
vifion  takes  place  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia ;  a  divifion, 
which  is  foon  diflinguilhed  by  the  quality  of  the  foil,  and  the  climate. 

I  believe  that  the  whole  of  Lower  Carolina  has  been  covered  with, 
water.  My  reafon  for  this  opinion  is,  that  there  are  no  ftones  to  be 
iound  any  where  in  the  ground  ;  and  upon  digging  it  up,  there  are  layers 
of  fea-fliells,  and  often  petrified  £f!i,  in  the  middle  of  the  fand.  Entire 
oyiler-banks  lie  at  fuch  a  diflancc  (fixty  or  eighty  miles)  from  the  fea, 
that  it  cannot  poffibly  be  fuppofed  they  were  placed  there  by  men.  One 
of  thefe  banks  is  more  than  fifty  miles  in  extent,  and  contains  a  kind  of 
oyfher,  which  is  much  larger  than  any  that  are  found  on  the  coaft,  and 
entirely  different.  It  lies  in  a  fouth-weftern  direction  from  the  river 
Santee  In  South  Carolina  to  the  river  Oconee  in  Georgia  acrofs  the  Sa- 
vannah. 

There  is  frefla  water  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  earth  % 
and  fuch  wells  only  as  are  funk  very  near  the  fea,  contain  fome  falt- 
water,  which  may  have  found  its  way  into  thera  from  the  fea. 

The  land  in  Lower  Carolina  is  alfo  divided  into  fwamps,  marflies,  and 
high  land.  The  fwamps,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  are  of  two  kinds, 
namely,  either  fuch  as  are  watered  by  frefli  water,  and  by  the  flood-tide  ; 
they  both  ferve  for  the  cultivation  of  rice  and  hemp.  The  foil  of  thefe 
is  a  rich  blue  clay,  or  a  fine  black  earth  :  on  digging  ever  fo  deep  you 
find  conflantly  the  fame  earth.  Immenfe  trunks  of -trees  are  often  found 
in  the  ground,  which  appear  to  have  lain  there  for  ages :  you  cannot 
however  dig  very  deep,  on  account  of  the  water  oozing  through  it  every 
where.  The  fwamps,  before  they  were  cleared,  produced  cyprefs,  fir, 
and  reed. 

The  rice,  which  is  principally  cultivated  here,  is  fown  in  April  and 
May.  The  ground  is  turned  up  eight  or  nine  inches  deep  in  furrows ; 
into  which  the  rice  is  thrown  by  a  woman,  in  the  fame  manner  as  corn 
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is  Town,  and  the  negroes  fill  them  up.  Thefe  three  operations  take  place 
at  the  fame  time.  The  feedfwoman  affords  employment  to  tvvcntj-five 
labourers,  many  of  whom  arc  women. 

The  ieed  fhoots  up  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  according  as  the  ground  is 
more  or  lefs  wet.  When  the  blade  is  from  fix  to  fcven  inches  high,  and 
after  the  negroes  have  cleared  away  the  weeds,  the  water  is  made  to 
flow  over  tlie  field,  fo  that  no  more  than  the  tops  of  the  blade  can  be 
feen.  The  rice  then  grows,  but  the  weeds  ftill  fprout  up.  In  three  or 
four  weeks  more  the  water  is  let  off,  and  the  negroes  take  away  the  re- 
maining weeds.  They  cover  the  field  again  with  water,  which  is  drawn 
off  before  the  crop  is  cut.  The  yellow  colour  of  the  ear  and  the  hard- 
nefs  of  the  ftalk,  denote  the  ripenefs  of  the  rice.  It  is  then  cut,  and 
kept  in  ftacks  till  winter. 

It  is  afterwards  threlhcd,  and  put  into  a  fmall  wooden  houfe,  which 
is  fome  feet  high,  and  refls  upon  four  pillars  ;  and  in  the  ceiling  of  which 
is  faftcned  a  large  fieve.  The  rice  is  thrown  into  the  fieve,  which  fepa- 
rates  it  from  the  other  parts,  and  the  wind  cleans  it  perfeftly  before  it 
falls  to  the  ground.  The  rice,  after  being  thus  cleaned,  muft  be  freed 
from  the  firft  fhell  that  furrounds  it.  For  this  purpofc  it  is  carried  to  a 
mill ;  the  grinders  of  which  are  made  of  fir,  and  are  about  four  inches 
thick  and  two  and  a  half  in  diameter :  one  is  moveable,  the  other  fixed. 
They  are  both  fcooped  out  in  an  oblique,  yet  concentric  form :  againffc 
the  edges  thus  formed  the  rice  is  preffed,  and  by  that  means  feparated 
from  the  huflcs.  Thefe  mills  are  turned  by  a  negro.  On  account  of  the 
rapid  motion,  and  the  foft  wood  of  which  they  are  made,  they  do  not 
laft  longer  than  one  year ;  during  which  time  they  require  frequent  re- 
pairs. The  rice  is  winnowed  as  loon  as  it  comes  from  the  mill.  But 
flill  it  has  a  fecond  fliell  which  mufl  be  taken  off;  and  this  is  done  by 
the  negroes  pounding  it  with  clubs ;  a  work  as  laborious  as  that  of  turn- 
ing the  mill.  Several  of  thefe  clubs  are  put  in  motion  by  a  kind  of  mill 
which  is  turned  by  oxen.  After  the  rice  is  more  or  lefs  pounded,  it  is 
.winnowed  again,  in  order  to  cleanfe  it  from  the  fecond  fhell ;  and  it  is 
put  into  another  fieve,  lor  the  purpofc  of  fcparating  the  fmall  from  the 

larger 
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larger  grains.  The  laft  only  are  faleable.  Whether  thefe  are  well  fepa- 
rated  or  not,  niufl:  depend  on  the  honefty  of  the  planters  :  who  therhfelves 
acknowledge,  that  lince  the  price  of  rice  has  been  fo  high,  and  the  de- 
mand fo  great,  they  have  not  been  very  fcrupulous  in  this  refpc6l.  In 
South  Carolina,  as  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  good  quality  of  rice  as 
of  tobacco.  The  rice  deftlncd  for  fale  is  packed  up  in  barrels,  offered  to 
the  infped;ion  of  the  officer  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  then  ex- 
ported. 

I  have  mentioned  General  Wafliington's  machinery :  this  is  but  little 
known  in  Carolina,  and  too  dear  for  the  planters ;  who  for  a  long  time 
to  come  w^ll  only  be  able  to  proceed  in  the  manner  juft  defcribed. 

Before  the  blade  grows  up,  it  is  attacked  by  fmall  worms,  which  gnaw 
the  root.  It  is  alfo  frequently  injured  by  little  filhes,  that  live  in  the 
water  which  covers  the  fwamps.  The  rice  is  then  only  defended  by  the 
heron  (ardca  alba  minor),  which  feeds  on  thefe  little  worms  and  fifhes  ; 
and  on  this  account  is  fpared  by  the  planters  as  much  as  the  turkey  buz- 
zard is  by  the  town's-people. 

When  the  rice  is  ripe,  it  is  affailed  by  innumerable  quantities  of  fmall 
birds,  which  are  known  in  Carolina  by  the  name  of  rice-birds.  The 
young  negroes,  who  are  conftantly  kept  there,  frighten  them  away :  this 
is  a  better  method  than  lliooting  them  ;  yet  thefe  voracious  birds  cannot 
be  entirely  kept  off.  The  rice  maybe  prefcrved  a  long  time  in  the  Ihells; 
and  without  them  it  is  liable  to  be  attacked  by  the  corn-worm. 

The  fwamps  yield  between  fifty  and  eighty  bufhels  of  rice  an  acre, 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  foil.  Sometimes  one  hundred  and  twenty 
bufhels  have  been  produced  from  an  acre ;  but  inftances  of  this  kind  hap- 
pen feldom.  Twenty  bufhels  of  rice,  with  the  fhells,  weigh  about  five 
hundred  pounds.  Without  the  fhells,  thefe  twenty  make  but  eight 
bufhels,  without  however  lofing  much  in  weight.  The  flraw  is  given  to 
oxen  and  horfes. 

The  marflies,  which  are  the  iecond  kind  of  land  in  South  Carolina, 
produce  nothing  but  very  coarfe  grafs,  but  in  great  abundance.  They 
lie  frequently  under  water ;  but  they  could  be  well  drained,   and  then 

thev 
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they  would  yield  a  better  grafs.     Some  of  them  lying  in  a  high  lituatlon 
produce  hemp,  Indian-corn,  and  barley. 

The  high  land  is  of  various  kinds ;  and,  according  to  the  quality  of  its 
,  foil,  produces  hickory  and  oak,  or  only  fir ;  and  this  lad  fort  of  land  is 
commonly  called  pine-barrens.  Hitherto  this*  land  has  been  negleftcd, 
but  unjurtlv ;  for  it  might  be  turned  into  corn  and  meadow^  ground. 
The  tall  firs  and  thick  grafs,  which  grow  there,  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
goodnefs  of  the  foil ;  which  is  unqucltionably  proved  by  fonie  places  that 
have  been  cultivated.  The  richnefs  of  the  fwamps,  which  can  be  applied 
fo  advantagcoufly  to  the  cultivation  of  rice,  and  the  want  of  hands  to 
clear  new  lands,  caufe  the  moft  vmfavourable  prejudices  in  favour  ot  the 
pine-barrens  ;  whicli  in  other  rclpedis  are  of  a  arious  kinds,  and  few  of 
which  woidd  have  remained  in  Europe  uncultivated. 

.  The  rice  can  only  be  cultivated  by  negroes ;  and  the  population  of 
white  people  muft  decreafc  in  a  land  of  ilavery,  where  it  is  a  degradation 
for  a  white  man  to  work.  Slavery,  therefore,  confirms  the  planter  in  his 
prejudice  for  rice ;  and  tlie  cultivation  of  rice,  on  the  other  hand,  at- 
taches him  to  flavery. 

It  will  appear  fomewhat  paradoxical,  vrlicn  I  affert  that  the  cultivation 
of  rice  is  the  woi"fl,  and  the  leafl  produd:ive  fpecies  of  agriculture  in  Ca- 
rolina. The  conflant  wetncfs  of  the  land  is  the  caufe  of  the  great  mor- 
tality which  prevails  there  ;  and  the  trcafures  of  Peru  woid'd  be  purchafcd 
at  too  dear  a  rate,  for  one-tenth  of  the  difcafcs  caufcd  by  the  fwamps, 
But  laying  this  alidc,  the  culture  of  rice  is  not  Aery  produdive.  'Not  the 
prefcnt,  but  the  ufual  price  of  rice  niuflbe  taken  into  calculation.  Three 
years  ago  a  hundred-weight  was  worth  between  icxcn  and  eight  Ihil- 
hngs.  I  take  it  at  ten  Hiillings,  and  thus  raife  the  price  by  a  filth.  In  a 
plantation  of  fevcnty  negroes,  no  more  than  forty  of  them  A\ork;  the 
reft  are  old,  fick,  children,  fcrAants,  &c.  Every  black  labourer,  on  an 
average,  produces  fcarcely  icven  barrels  of  rice.  A  barrel  is  worth  four 
pound  ten  fliillings,  or  nineteen  dollars  twenty-eight  cents.  The  value 
of  feven  barrels,  therefore,  is  thirty-one  pounds  ten  Ihillings,  crone  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  dollars  nincty-fix  cents.  From  this  mufl  be  de- 
duced 
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du(fled  the  wages  of  the  overfcers.  At  the  lovvcft  calculation  this  amounts 
to  feteen  pounds,  or  eighty  dollars :  add  to  this,  as  the  expence  attend- 
ing the  difeafes  of  negroes,  thirty  pounds,   or  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars;  the  tax  of  one  dollar  for  every  negro,  feventy  dollars ;  laftly 
the  cloathing,  v/hich,  at  one  pound  for  each  negro,  amounts  to   feventy 
pounds,  or  three  hundred   dollars,  which  mufi;  be   deducted   from  five 
thoufand  three  hundred  and.  fifty.     There  remains  a  neat  overplus  of 
four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-two  dollars ;  which,  divided  by 
feventy,  the  number  of  negroes,  yields  a  clear  profit  of  fixty-eight  dollars 
per  head ;  for  the  fields  with  Indian-corn,  which  are  cultivated  belides 
the  rice  fwamps,  ferve  merely  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  flaves.   The  forty 
working  negroes,  or  feventy  flavcs,  cannot'cultivate  at  mofl;  above  three 
hundred  acres  of  fwamps  ;  and,  of  confequence,  land  of  the  very  beft  qua- 
lity is  fold  for  not  quite  fixteen  dollars  the  acre.      It  will  not  be  denied, 
that  well  cultivated  land  generally  yields  more ;  that  for  every  fort  of 
crop,   indigo  and  cotton  excepted,  a  fmgle  labourer  can  cultivate  more 
than  ieven  acres  ;  and  that,  if  labourers  were  hired,  their  wages  would 
not  exceed  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  intereft  on  the  piirchafe-money^ 
with  the  fubfiftence  and  taxes  for  negroes.     The  jufl:nefs  of  this  calcula- 
tion becomes  more  evident,  when  the  labour  of  flaves  is  compared  with 
that  of  freemen,  and  efpecially  whevx  a  parallel  is  drawn  between  the  cul- 
ture of  rice  and  that  of  any  other  fpscks  of  produce.     The  former  ex- 
haufls  the  foil,  and  demands  more  haads ;.  confequently,  while  it  is  cul- 
tivated, a  fmaller  quantity  of  land,  even  of  fwamp,  can  be   cleared, — 
of  land  which,  if  drained  and  cultivated  in  a  different  manner,  would 
produce  inore,  and  yield  higher  profits.     Moreover,   this  draining  of  the 
fwampy  foil  would  render  the '  climate  of  Carolina  perfeifly  healthful. 
White  people  might  perform  the  labour  in  the  fields,,  and  every  ground 
for  the  contixiuance  of  flavery  would  be  removed.     Again,  all  the  high 
lands  might  thus  be  cleared,  which  at  prefent,  merely  for  want  of  hands, 
remain  uncultivated.     Add  to  this,  that  tiie  old  fwamps,  being-  dried  up 
by  the  fun  and  the  wind,  deereafe  every  year,  without  growing  lefs  pefli- 
ferous  by  their  effluvia. 

Tliis 


624  *"        TKAVELS  IN  NOraU  AMKIIICA, 

This  reafoning,  however  irrefragable  it  appears  to  me,  will  hardly  con- 
quer the  irrefifcible  force  of  habit,  efpecially  at  the  prefent  period,  Avhen 
rice  fetches  three  times  itsufual  price,  and  the  planters  indulge  in  a  hope, 
that  it  will  not  fall  again,  although  this  appears  hlghl)-  improbable  to  all 
impartial  men. 

The  rivers  in  South  Carolina,  which  have  their  fources  among  the 
mountains,  frequently  overflow  their  banks.  Thcfe  inundations,  which 
the  Americans  c'&A.freJlies,  often  fweep  along  the  harveft,  together  with 
the  woods,  which  furround  the  rice  fields ;  they  are  attributed  to  the 
great  quantity  of  rain  in  Carolina,  to  the  numerous  rivulets  and  brooks 
which  fall  into  the  rivers,  and  laftly  to  the  great  declivity  of  the  ground, 
through  which  thefe  rivers  flow.  They  have  become  extremely  fre- 
quent of  late  years,  which  is  imputed  to  the  great  quantity  of  cleared 
land,  where  that  water  ufcd  to  llagnate,  which  is  now  falling  into  the 
rivers.  The  quantity  of  mud  is  at  the  fame  time  augmented  by  the  earth, 
mixed  with  the  w  atcr  ;  and  while  the  ftream  Is  cncreafed,  the  bed  of  the 
river  is  narrowed.  No  certain  mode  of  remedying  this  evil  has,  hitherto, 
been  difcovcred ;  but  a  hope  is  entertained,  that,  by  conducting  thefc 
brooks  and  rivulets  in  a  llraight  dirctSion,  by  enlarging  the  mouths  of 
the  rivers,  and  cutting  off  their  numerous  windings  by  fmall  canals,  it 
may  be  poffible  to  fecure  the  upper  country  againft  inundations,  and  to 
leffen  the  danscer  of  the  low  lands,  fituated  nearer  to  the  mouths  of  the 
ftreams.  There  is,  however,  rcafon  to  fear,  that  this  remedy,  which  has 
not  yet  been  applied,  will  fall  fhort  of  a  complete  cure. 

Although  Upper  Carolina  differs  widely  from  LoAvcr  Carolina,  both 
in  point  of  culture  and  climate,  yet  the  fame  prejudices  and  manners 
prevail  in  both  countries. 

The  original  fettlers  of  Lower  Carolina  were  Europeans,  who  cfta- 
blifhed  themfclvcs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  ;  the  culture  of  rice  was  foon 
introduced.  This  is  a  produft  which  fuits  not  evcrv  foil,  and  which  can 
be  cultivated  only  by  fla^-es.  The  new  fettlers  availed  themfclvcs  ot  this 
affiftance,  but  were  ignorant  of  the  climate  being  rendered  infalu- 
brious  by  this  fort  of  culture.     It  was  accordingly  commenced,  and  has 

fmcc 
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Tince  been  continued,  but  will  probably  be  fuppreiTed  in  the  procefs  of 

time. 

Upper  Carolina  was  fettled  much  later  by  emigrants  from  Pennfyl- 
vania,  but  efpecially  from  Virginia  and  Maryland.  The  latter  intro- 
duced into  this  country  the  culture  of  tobacco,  to  which  they  v/cre  ac- 
cuftomcd,  and  fettled  near  the  rivers,  on  fuch  foil  as  appeared  to  them 
moft  proper  for  this  branch  of  agriculture.  The  Pennfylvanians  culti- 
vated wheat,  the  chief  produce  of  Pennfylvania,  but  the  quantity  raifed 
was  inconfiderable,  becaufe  the  emigrants  from  Pennfylvania  were  the 
leaft  numerous ;  and  tobacco  was  for  a  long  tim.e  almoft  the  only  com- 
modity cultivated  in  the  country,  until  the  low  price  of  tobacco,  and 
efpecially  the  circumftance,  that  it  exhaufts  the  foil,  opened  the  eyes  of 
the  cultivators,  and  induced  them  to  cncreafe  the  cultivation  of  grain 
and  cotton,  and  to  improve  the  grafs-lands. 

This  change  has  taken  place  but  very  lately,  "hor  has  the  ancient  prac- 
tice completely  ceafed.  The  population  of  Upper  Carolina  is  not  nume- 
rous, and  the  emigration  from  that  country  is  not  inconfiderable.  It  is 
for  this  reafon  that  the  beft  land  only,  which  confifts  of  a  rich  clay,  is 
cultivated,  while  the  reft  remains  covered  with  firs,  which  are  of  a  much 
larger  fizc,  than  in  Lower  Carolina.  This  order  of  things  will  continue, 
as  long  as  the  population  fhall  not  obtain  more  confiderable  additions,  and 
a  period  be  put  to  the  emigration  of  the  inhabitants.  This  rellleflhefs  of 
difpofition  prevails  here  as  much  among  the  planters,  as  it  does  in  Georgia. 
A  family  cuts  down  the  trees  on  fome  acres  of  land,  loofens  the  furface 
of  the  foil,  fows  as  much  Indian-corn  and  potatoes  as  is  neceffary  for  its 
fubfiftence,  and  makes  up  the  deficiency  with  game  or  pork.  They  fre- 
quently quit  their  fmall  traft  before  it  is  completely  cleared,  and  remove 
farther  into  the  foreft,  where,  lefs  furrounded  by  planters,  they  can  live 
more  to  their  tafte.  Thefe  people  are  a  fort  of  favages,  more  greedy  and 
vicious  than  the  Indians,  and  merely  diftinguiflied  from  the  latter  by  the 
■colour.  Such  of  them  as  dwell  on  the  confines  live,  however,  on  bet- 
ter terms  with  the  natives,  than  thofe  who  refide  on  the  borders  of 
Georgia. 

4  L  Inftancca. 
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Inftances  of  planters  continuing  long  in  the  liime  place  where  tnev 
firft  fettled  are  more  rare  here,  than  in  Pennf}lvania.  Thev  generally 
emigrate  from  South  Carolina  to  Teneflce,  Kentucky,  and  tlic  weftern 
countries,  but  fome  remove  alfo  to  the  back  part  of  Georgia. 

By  the  computation  of  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  in  1701,  the 
population  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  fouls,  one  hundred  and  fevcn  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  of  whom  were  flaves.  More  than  two-thirds  of  this 
population  belong  to  Upper  Carolina,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  efpe.cially 
the  white  people,  have,  fnice  that  time,  confiderably  encreafed  in  num- 
ber.    Lower  Carolina,  it  is  alTerted,  is  not  in  this  condition. 

The  trade  of  North  Carolina  has  been  more  enlarged  than  that  of  any- 
other  ftate.  Charlefton  is  in  fa(5l  the  only  trading  port  of  South  Carolina, 
as  Beaufort  carries  on  no  maritime  trade,  and  that  of  Georgetown  is  very, 
trifling,  In  future  all  the  produce  of  the  country  is  to  be  conveyed  to 
Charlefton  on  the  Santee-canal ;  it  is  at  prefent  tranfported  down  the 
river  by  Georgetown,  and  fometimes  unfliipped  there ;  which  change  of 
conveyance  cannot  but  greatly  injure  the  trade  of  this  town 
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The  commodities,  comprifed  under  the  denomination  ol' other  artii.-Ies,. 
are  timber,  hemp,  tar,  fome  deer-fkins,    &c.    and  alfo  pro\iiion   for  the 
Antilles,  -which  is  re-exported  from  Charlefton. 

On  examining  this  table,  you  find,  that  the  extraordinary  increafc  of 
the  export  trade  of  Charlefton,  in  the  four  years  and  a  half  in  queflion, 
originates  entirely  from  the  value  of  the  exports,  while  in  point  of  quan- 
tity the  exportation  has  rather  decreafed  than  increafed ;  for  although 
more  of  cotton  and  rice  has  been  exported,  yet  the  quantity  of  exported, 
tobacco  and  indigo  is  lefs.     This  is  flill  more  evident  from  the  quantity 
of  tonnage  ;  for  in  1795  there  were  employed  one  thoufand  {c\cn  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  tons  of  fhipping  lefs  than  in   17Q2,  although  the 
value  of  the  exports  in  17Q5  exceeds  that  of  1792  by  two   millions  nine 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars, , 
and  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  latter  year.     It  will  be  eafily  con-  - 
ceived,  that  the  war,  in  which  Europe  is  engaged,  and  which  has-raifed 
the  price  of  the  commodities  oi  Carolina,  as  well  as  other  ftates,  has  alfo 
confiderably  increafed  the  re-exportation  of  provifion    for.  the  Antilles  ;_ 
for  the  value  of  the  latter  amounted  in  1795  to  two  millions  nine  hundred 
and  thirt)'-one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  dollars  more  than  in  ; 
1793,  that  is,  to  four  times  as  much. 

The  following  ftatemcnt  relative  to  the  exportation  of  the  three  prin-  ■ 
cipal  commodities  of  South  Carolina  from  the  port  of  Charlefton  for  the  : 
years  1783,  1784,  and  1/85,  affords  a  comparative  viev/-  of .  the,  agricuU.-- 
ture  of  thefe.  different  periods.* 


Rice. 

Tobacco. 

Indign. 

1783,. 

5 1,9  7  4  barrels. 

2,080  hog-flicads. 

2,051  chefts.: 

1784, 

§3,713 

2,303 

1,789 

1,785, 

65,857 

3,929; 

2,163  . 

The  trade  of  Charlefton,  which  is  extremely  a6live>  has  proved  highly- 
beneficial  to  America,  as  becomes  evident  from  the  circumftance,  that  m- 
flcad  of  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-five  tons  of  American  fliip- 

*  At  this  period  cotton  was  not  cultivated  in  Soutli  Carolina. 

ping, 
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pjing,  employed  in  this  trade  in  17Q.2,  fifteen  tlioufand  fix  hundred  and 
£xty-five,  or  three  times  as  many,  were  employed  in  17y3.  The  dc~ 
creafe  of  foreign  fhipping  during  the  fame  period  by  twenty  thoufand 
and  eighty- one  tons  is  an  additional  proof,  that  the  increafe  of  the  trade 
of  Charlcfton  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  war  in  Europe,  which  greatly  ob- 
ftru6ls  the  trade  of  the  powers  at  war,  fo  that  this  increafe  is  but  tem- 
porary. At.  the  conclulion  of  peace  thefe  nations  will  refume  their 
fhare  of  the  American  trade,  and  probably  greatly  reduce  the  participa-. 
tion  of  American  .bottoms  in  their  colonial  traffic. 

I  was  not  able  to  procure  from  all  trading  ports  as  ample  and  correift 
information  as  I  obtained  in  Charlefton ;  but  I  am  certain,  that  the  re- 
flilts  mufi be. every  where  the. fame,  and  mufl;  lead  to  the  fame  confe- 
q.uenccs. . 

In  addition  to  the  fixty  thoufand  two  hundred  and  two  tons  of  Ihip^ 
ping  employed  in  the  foreign  comm^erce  of  Charlefton,  the  coafting  trade - 
and  fifhery  occupies  many  fmall  veflcls  from  twelve  to  fevcnty  tons  bur- 
then.. 

The.  increafe  of  tonnage  has  not  been  attended  "with  any  augmenta^ 
tion  of  the  fhip-building  in  Charlefton.  From  1791  until  April  I/QG, 
ito  more  than  twenty-fi-x  fhips  were  built,,  carrying  in  the  whole  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-five  tons.  They  are  moft  of  tliem 
either  fioops  or  fchooners  ]  fome  are  brigs ;  and  two  are  thrce-maftcd 
veflels.  The  reafon  why  the  fkip-building  has  not  kept  pace  with 
the  export-trade  is  the  fcarcity,  or  rather  the  great  want  of  workmen,. 
a  confequence  of  which  is  the. high  price  of  fhips,  which  are  here  dearer 
hj  fifteen  dollars  per  ton,  than  in  the  eaftern  ftates,  which  have. not  faf- 
ficicnt  commodities  to  load  their  vefiels,  and  fend  them  accordingly  to 
the  fouthern  ftates  for  fale.  Thus  the  merchants  of  Charlefton  augment 
the  tonnage  of  their  fliipping  by  purchafmg  fhips  in  the  eaftern  ftates; 
and  this  ftatc  of  things  will  continue  as  long  as  the  population  of  Caro- 
lina fhall  continue  as  fmall,  as  it  is  at  prefent,  and  labouring  people  can 
cam  more  by  working  in  the  fields,  than  by  any  other  employment. 
Ships  built  in  Carolina  with  the  timber  of  the  country  laft  three   times 

longer,  , 
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longer,  than  thofe  conflmfted  in  the  eaftern  ilatcs ;  for  although  thelt 
employ  thnber  of  the  fouth  in  the  building  of  fliips,  yet  they  arc  not 
entirely  conftruited  of  it,  and  confequently  they  cannot  be  as  durable 
as  veffels  built  in  the  fouthern  ftates. 

For  the  fame  reafons,  which  obftru6l  the  building  of  fliips  in  Georgia 
and  Virginia,  no  feamen  can  be  found  there  for  manning  the  fliips,  which 
belong  to  Charlefton.  Thefe  are  likewife  furniflied  by  the  eaftern  flates, 
and  many  of  them  arrive  in  that  port,  either  on  board  of  fliips  engaged 
in  the  foreign  trade,  or  in  coafting  veflels,  which  in  winter  carry  to 
Charlefl:on  the  produce  of  feveral  parts  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  on 
account  of  the  higher  wages  engage  on  board  of  fliips  in  foreign  trade. 
Few  of  thefe  fcamcn  continue  in  Charlefton  after  the  time,  for  which 
they  have  hired  thcmfelves,  is  elapfed,  becaufc  every  thing  is  there  twice 
as  dear  as  in  their  own  country.  Some  negroes  ferve  alfo  on  board  of 
trading  vcffels  ;  they  generally  form  a  third  of  the  crew,  and  arc  free  ne- 
groes. But  on  board  of  coafters,  and  fuch  fliips  as  trade  within  the  dif- 
trid  of  Charlefton,  they  conftitutc  three  fifths  of  the  fliip's  company, 
becaufe  the  maftcrs  arc  in  general  alfo  the  owners  of  the  fliips,  and  thus 
can  man  them  with  their  own  flaves. 

The  articles,  w  liich  form  the  exports  of  Charlefton,  are  conveyed  to  this 
port  cither  on  the  different  rivers  and  the  Santee-canal,  or  by  land-con- 
Tcyance,  of  which  more  ufe  is  made  than  of  that  by  water,  on  account  of 
the  difficult  navigatiion  of  that  part  of  the  ri\-er  Santee  which  is  next  to 
the  fea,  of  the  paflagc  from  Georgetown  to  Charlefton,  and  of  the  rapid 
ftream,  on  worl;ing  up  the  v'i\cv.  There  arc  alfo  parts  in  Upper  Carolina, 
which  arc  fo  remote  from  an}'  na\-igablc  waters,  that  a  land-con\-eyance 
becomes  abfolutely  hccciiar-y.  Cotton,  indigo,  and  hemp,  are  tranfported 
in  largc^aggons  with  four  or  fix  horfes.  The  hogflieads  of  tobacco  are 
not  removed  in  waggons,  but  in  a'  fort  of  fledges.  The  carriage  is  not 
expenfive,  as  the  horfes  never  enter  a  ft  able.  They  continually  remain 
in  the  woods,  which  at  all  times  abound  in  grafs  of  the  bcft  kind.  The 
waggoners  carry  their  Indian-corn,  their  falt-meat,  and  their  cheefc,  with 
them,  and  enter  the  inns,  to  drink  a  few  glafles  of  whifky.     The  bufincfs 

of 
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or  waggoners  is,  I  undcrftand,  very  profitable  in  Carolina.  The  carriage 
for  pro\iiion  from  the  back  country  amounts  toone  dollar  and  one-third 
the  hundred- weigh t ;  in  fpring  it  is  fomewhat  dearer  than  in  autumn. 
The  carriage  to  Columbia  on  the  river  Combahoe,  amounts  to  two  fnil- 
lings  and  fixpencc. 

The  Santce  canal,  which  is  to  conned;  the  river  Santee  with  the  river 
Cooper,  and  which  is  twenty  miles  in  length,  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
communication  hf  water,  and  of  confcqucnce  confiderably  leflen  the  con- 
veyance by  land.  This  canal  will  foon  be  finlihed ;  fome  locks  have 
already  been  built,  and,  it  is  confidently  fald,  that  it  v/ill  be  completed 
about  the  year  1797,  or  at  lateft  the  year  following.  It  meets  the 
river  a  little  below  the  point  where  the  tide  turns.  The  return-paffage 
is,  therefore,  much  facilitated  by  the  flood-tide.  Veffels  of  any  burthen 
will  arrive  here  fafe,  by  means  of  this  inland  navigation,  from  all  navigable 
creeks,  which  empty  into  the  river  Santee  ;  and  moreover,  the  paflage  is 
fliortened  about  twenty  miles.. 

The  canal  is  conftrufted  by  a.  company,  incorporated  in  178O,  by  an: 
ad  of  the  legiflaturc,  by  which  all  the  land,  not  yet  difpofed  of  at  that. 
period,  were,  granted  to  this  company,  together  with  the  privilege  of 
levying  a  toll  for  an  unlimited  length  oftlme.  The  Santee-canal  is  not 
the  only  one,  the  completion  of  which  is,  promoted  by  the  legillature  of. 
Carolina  ;  it  alfo  encourages  the.  conftrudion  of  others,  where  the  face  of : 
the  country  and  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  will  permit. 

1  cannot  clofe  this  long  article  on  Carolina,  without  mentioning  with 
deferved  praife  the  kind  reception  I  experienced  in  Charlefton.  This  is  a 
duty,  which  I  owe  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  parts  of  America  which  I 
have  traverfed,  but  efpecially  to  this  place.  In  no  town  of  the  United 
States  does  a  foreigner  experience  more  benevolence  and  hofpitality,  or  find ' 
more  agreeablemanners  and  a  more  entertaining  fociety,  than  in  Charlef- 
ton ;  no  where  will  he  pleafe  himfelf  better,  and  no  place  will  he  leave 
with. more  regret.  I  Ihould  be. obliged  to  name  almofl  every  perfon  I  have 
feen  in  Charleflon,  were  I  to  dojuflice  to  my  feelings;  this,  however, 
•would  render  me  too  diifufc.     I  fliall  therefore  only  name  Mr.  John- 

Prijs'gle,. 


032  TRAVELS  IN  KORTH  AMERICA, 

Pringle,  whole  houfe,  during  myrefidcnce  in  Charlcflon,  I  confide  eflas 
my  own;  Mr.  Isaac  Holme,  receiver  of  thecuftoms,  an  excellent  man, 
poflefled  of  extenfive  knov\'ledge,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  major 
part  of  the  information  I  have  beenableto  collect;  Mr.  Ed.  Rutledge, 
a  man  of  uncommon  parts,  of  a  cheerful  and  amiable  temper,  of  profound 
learning  and  the  moft  liberal  fentiments,  who  has  aflifted  the  unfortunate 
emigrants  of  St.  Domingo  in  the  mod  generous  and  difmterefted  manner; 
General  PiNCKNiiy,  who  by  his  talents,  prudence,  and  honourable  con- 
du6t,  has  defervedly  obtained  the  confidence  and  rcfped:  of  his  fellow- 
citizens;  'laftly,  the  worthy  Mr.  Man,  and  his  partner  Mr.  Foltz,  to 
whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introduftion,  and  who  enjoy  a  diflinguiflied  re- 
putation for  benevolence,  prudence,  and  reftitude. 

I  could  have  wifhed  to  make  a  tour  through  North  Carolina,  before 
1  returned  to  Philadelphia.  But  the  time,  when  I  was  obliged  to  be 
in  that  city,  not  allowing  me  to  carry  this  wilh  into  effed,  I  lliall  here 
fubjoin  th.e  information,  which  I  have  received,  relative  to  North  Caro- 
lina, efpeclally  from  Mr.  Iredwell,  member  of  the  fuprcmc  tribunal 
of  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant  of  that  country,  and  a  man  of  diftin- 
guiflied  talents,  and  tkc  moft  reipeclabie  characfler. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  coaft  of  North  Carolina  was  vifitcd  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  lafl 
century,  but  the  firii  permanent  fettlements  were  formed  in  17 10,  by 
emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  Palatinate.  The  proprietors  of  Carolina  en- 
couraged thefc  fettlements,  and  granted  to  the  new  fettlers  the  trad  of 
.land  between  Albemarle-found,  formed  by  the  river  Roanoc  and  Bath- 
bay,  which  is  formed  by  the  river  Tar.  This  fcttlement  was  almoft  com- 
pletely deftroyed  by  the  Tufcarora  Indians  in  1/21,  from  motives  which 
remain  unknown  ;  for  the  hiftory  of  North  Carolina  is  involved  in  greater 
obfcurity  than  that  of  any  other  ftate.  About  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  inhabitants  were  murdered,  and  the  furvivors  demanded  vengeance 
from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  to  which  the  country  at  that  time 
belonged.     A    war  enfued,   in   which  the  Indians  fuflained  very  fevcrc 

loflcs. 
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loiTes,  and  wherein  the  fmall  army  of  South  Carolina  received  a  power- 
ful affiftance  from  feveral  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Tufcaroras,  who  did 
not  perlfh  in  the  war,  left  North  Carolina,  to  join  the  five  nations  on  the 
Great  Lake,  The  colony,  which  remained  tolerably  quiet  fince  that 
time,  increafed  in  populoufnefs  and  profperlty  until  1729,  when  the  feven 
proprietors  transferred  their  right  to  the  Crown.  The  country  was  at 
that  time  disjoined  from  South  Carolina,  and  by  the  order  of  George  the 
Second  erefted  into  a  dlfhinft  province,  under  the  name  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

In  1776  the  coriftitution  of  North  Carolina  was  formed,  on  principles 
much  refembllng  thofe  of  the  other  ftates.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tlves  confifts  of  two  members  for  each  county,  the  whole  ftate  being 
divided  into  fifty-eight  counties,  and  of  two  members  for  each  confider- 
ablc .  town,  fuch  as  Edenton,  Newbern,  Wilmington,  Salifbury,  Hiif- 
borough,  Halifax,  and  Fayetteville.  The  reprefentatlves  muft  have  re- 
fided  a  twelvemonth  In  the  county,  by  which  they  are  elected,  and  pof- 
feffed  fix  months  an  eftate  of  one  hundred  acres.  The  Senate  is  com- 
pofed  of  one  member  for  each  county  ;  no  inhabitant  can  be  elected  a 
fenator,  without  having  refided  a  twelvemonth  in  the  county,  and  pof- 
feffing  three  hundred  acres. 

Thofe  who  eledl  the  fenators  mufi:  be  twenty-one  years  oldj  and  have  • 
Inhabited  twelve  months  within  the  flate,and  poflefiTed  fixmonths  an  eftate 
of  fifty  acres.     The  eleftors  of  the  reprefentatlves  muft  be  of  the  fame 
age,  and  refided  as  long  In  the  ftate ;  but  it  is  fufficient,   that  they  have 
paid  the  taxes  -for  the  laft  year,  without  pofl"effing  any  property. 

The  Governor,  as  well  as  his  council,  compofed  of  feven  members,  arc 
eledled  by  both  houfes.  The  necefl'ary  qualification  for  the  place  of  a 
Governor  are,  an  age  of  thirty  years,  a  five  years  refidence  In  the  ftate, 
and  the  pofieffion  of  a  -property  to  the  amount  of  oiie  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars.  (The  money  of  North  Ca^ 
rolina  is  like  that  of  New  York,  worth  only  eight  fhllUngs  the  dollar.)  All  ; 
places  under  government  are  in  the  gift  of  the  two  houfes  ;  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  is  appointed  every  three  years.     The  judges,  as  well  as  the  attor- 

4  M.  ney- 
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-ney-general,  are  nominated  in  the  fame  manner;  but  they  receive  their 

•  appointment  from  the  governor,    and  keep  their  places  as  long   as   they 

conduft  themfelves  in  a  proper  manner.     The  governor  bears  no  fliare  in 

the  execution  of  the  laws.     The  conftltution  declares  unworthy  of  being 

appointed  to  any  public  place,  or  elcfted  rcprefentatives,  all  perfons  who 

-believe  not  in  God,  in  the  truth  of  the  Proceftant  religion,  and  the  dW'mc 

origin  of  the  Old  and  New  Tellament. 

The  public  expenditure  flu6luates  from  thirty-feven  thoufand  fivl  hun- 
dred to  forty-five  thoufand  dollars. 

The  taxes  are  as  follows,  viz.  eight  pence,  or  two-thirds  of  a  fliilling, 
for  every  hundred  acres  of  land,  without  the  leaft  diftin(51:ion  in  regard 
to  quality  and  fituation, — they  begin  as  foon  as  the  occupiers  of  the 
lands  enter  upon  their  poUeffion ;  two  flilllings  for  every  hundred  poiuids 
taxable  property,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  town-lots ;  two 
fnillings  for  every  v/hite  inhabitcknt  or  negro,  whether  a  freeman  or 
Have,  from  the  twelfth  to  the  fiftieth  year  of  age ;  ten  fliillings  for  every 
ftallion  ;  forty  fliillings  for  the  licence  to  keep  a  tavern,  or  for  felling 
fpirituous  liquors ;  and  from  eight  to  twenty  fliillings  for  every  {cn- 
tence  or  decree,  according  to  the  different  courts  by  which  they  arc  pro- 
nounced. 

The  ftate,  in  regard  to  the  collc6lion  of  taxes,  is  divided  into  fifty-eight 
diflricfis,  which  may  be  altered  by  the  county-courts.  Thejuftices  of  the 
peace  are,  by  virtue  of  their  places,  collectors  of  the  taxes ;  they  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  county-courts,  and  receive  fix  per  cent  on  the  amount  of 
the  taxes,  which  they  colled,  and  fixpence  for  every  mile  which  they 
travel  for  this  purpofe.  In  1  7Q5,  the  taxes  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds  fteriing,  or  thirty-nine  thoufand  two 
hundred  dollars ;  the  taxes  on  town-lots  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  on  lands,  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds  ten 
fliillings  fterllng — (the  number  of  taxable  acres  amounts  to  one  million 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fe\cnty)  ; — the 
poll-tax,  twxnty-five  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars;  the  taxes  on  law- 
fuits,  billiards,  and  horfcs,   two   thoufand  five   hundred ,  making  in  the 

whole 
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whole  forty-iix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars.  Deducing; 
from  this  fum  the  cxpence  of  collefting  the  taxes,  and  the  lofs  arifing 
from  defaulters,  there  remains  a  neat  furplus  of  thirty-nine  thoufand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

The  public  debt  confifts  in  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  three  hundred  and  feventy-five 
thoufand  dollars,  which  are  either  in  the  treafury  or  in  circulation.  By 
the  determination  of  the  commifiioners  the  debt,  which  the  Union  owes 
to  this  flate,  amounts  to  five  hundred  and  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-two  dollars. 

The  Apalachian  or  Alleghany  Mountains  divide, the  ftate  into  two 
parts,  which,  in  point  of  climate  and  foil,  widely  differ  from  each  other. 
The  low  lands,  which  might  be  cultivated  in  as  advantageous  a  manner, 
as  thofe  of  the  fame  defcription  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  are  far 
from  having  attained  the  fame  degree  of  culture.  The  great  difficulties 
by  which  the  river  navigation  is  obflruded,  and  efpecially  the  want  of 
harbours,  which  impedes  the  exportation  of  commodities,  cannot  but 
check  the  progrefs  of  cultivation,  and  bar  the  profperity  of  North  Caro- 
lina, efpecially  as,  from  want  of  money,  thefe  impediments  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  removed.  The  greateft  obftacle  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
confifts  in  their  mouths  being  fliut  up  by  large  fand-banks,  originating 
either  from  the  rapidity  of  the  ftreams,  from  fl:rong  currents  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  or  perhaps  from  both  thefe  caufes,  and  which  probably  will  pre- 
vent North  Carolina,  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  from  enjoying  all 
the  advantages,  which  flie  might  otherwife  derive  from  her  foil  and  fitua- 
tion. 

The  entrance  of  thofe  places  which  are  called  harbours,  is  fo  very  dif- 
ficult, and  the  depth  of  water  in  the  narrows  fo  inconfiderable,  that,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  there  exift  no  ports  in  North  CaroHna.  The  beil:  of  them  is 
Wilmington,  thirty-five  miles  from  Cape  Fear.  Ships  of  three  hundred 
tons  burthen  may  enter  this  port ;  but  the  entrance  is  rendered  extremely 
difficult  by  a  large  ffioal,  known  to  feafaring  people  under  the  name 
of  the  E,ocks  of  Cape  Fear.     The  north-eaftern  branch  of  the  river  Fear 
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is  navigable  as  far  as  Fayetteville,  one  hundred  miles  beyond  Wilming- 
ton, for  veflels  of  eighteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen.  This  na\igation, 
which  is  of  a  much  greater  extent  than  any  other  river-navigation  in 
the  ftate,  contributes  much  to  enliven  the  trade  of  Wilmington.  The 
commodities  of  the  back  country  are  fent  thitber,  as  well  as  the  produce 
of  the  Antilles,  and  European  manufaftures.  Fayetteville  derives  fome 
importance  from  this  ftate  of  things,  and  its  commerce  is  daily  encrcafing. 
Wilmington  chiefly  trades  to  the  Antilles.  European  goods  are  fent 
thither  from  Charlefton,  Baltimore,  and  Norfolk.  The  exports  of  Wil- 
mington amounted,  in  1791,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  ;  inl7C)2,  to  two  hundred  and 
fixty-two  thoufimd  four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars ;  in  1  793,  to 
one  hundred  and  leventy-onc  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-ninc  dol- 
lars;  in  1794,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fixty-feven  dollars;  and  in  179<'''>  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars. 

The  moft  conftderable  parts,  next  to  Wilmington,  are  Edenton  and 
Newbern.  Newbern  is  feated  on  the  river  Nufe,  at  its  confluence  with 
the  Trent,  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea,  from  which  the  coaft  of 
North  CaroHna  is  feparated  by  long  and  fmall  iflets,  from  Cape  Lookout 
to  the  borders  of  Virginia.  Ships  coming  from  fea  pafs  between  thefc 
iflets  to  enter  the  large  bays,  into  which  all  the  rivers  of  Carolina  empty 
themfelves.  Slilps  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  to  two  hundred  tons 
burthen  fall  as  far  as  twelve  miles  above  Newbern,  and  the  river  is  na- 
vigable for  fmallcr  veflels  one  hundred  miles  farther  up  tlic  river.  Veffcls 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  arc  frequently  obliged  to  unload. 
The  exports  of  Newbern  amounted,  in  1791,  to  one  hundred  and  five 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars;  1111792,  to  one  hundred 
and  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-fevcn  dollars;  in  1793,  tc> 
fixty  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nincty-fi\e  dollars;  in  1  79-1,  to  fixty-nine 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventecn  dollars ;  and  in  1795,  to  feventv- 
tliree  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

Edenton  is  fituated  on  the  -river  Roanoke,  near  the  point  of  Albe- 
marle 
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marle-found,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  illand  of  Roanoke, 
one  of  the  above  iflets.  Ships  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen 
can  fail  as  far  as  Edenton,  and  fonie  miles  farther  up.  Thence  to  tiie 
rapids,  that  is,  to  the  diftance  of  feventy  miles  from  Edenton,  the  river 
is  only  navigable  for  hatteaux  of  twenty  or  thirty  tons  burthen.  The 
Roanoke  waters  the  mofl:  fertile  parts  of  North  Carolina.  The  exports 
from  Edenton  amounted,  in  1791,  to  ninety-two  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  fix  dollars ;  in  1 792,  to  elghty-fevcn  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
three  dollars;  in  1793,  to  fifty-nine  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy- 
fix  dollars;  in  1794,  to  fifty  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight  dol- 
lars; and  in  1795,  to  feventy-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feven 
dollars. 

The  produce  of  the  country  above  the  rapids  is  unfliipped  at  the  fpot 
where  they  begin,  and  tranlported  by  land  to  Peterfburgh  in  Virginia. 
When  the  projefted  canal  through  Difmalfwamps  fliall  be  finifhcd, 
which  is  to  connect  Albemarle-found  with  the  river  Elizabeth,  all  the 
commodities,  which  are  at  prefent  exported  from  Edenton,  will  be  tranf- 
ported  to  Norfolk,  as  the  communication  with  Albemarle-found  becomes 
more  and  more  difficult.  The  county  of  Camden,  fituated  on  Albe- 
marle-found, and  nearer  to  the  fea  than  Edenton,  has  a  cuftom-houfe, 
as  well  as  the  town  of  Wilmington,  feated  on  the  river  Fear,  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  ifland  Ocrecok.  Their  fituation  being  Icfs  fiivour- 
able,  than  that  of  the  three  former,  their  exports  are  in  confequence  lefs 
confiderable.  From  the  books  of  thefc  five  cuftom-houfes  it  appears, 
that  the  exports  from  North  Carolina  amounted,  in  1  79 1 ,  to  five  hundred 
and  twenty-fovir  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars ;  in  1 792,  - 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty-feven  thovifand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  dollars;  in  1/93,  to  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  ;  in  1  794,  t6  three  hundred  and  twenty-one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-feven  dollars ;  and  in  1795,  to  four 
hundred  and  ninety-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-one  dollars, 
Thefe  exports  are  almoft  entirely  drawn  from  the  lower,  parts  of  North 
Carolina,  and   confifh   in  tar,   turpentine,  refin,   balks,  boards,  Ihingles, 

Haves. 
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ftaves,  deer  and  calf  £kins,  tobacco  and  rice,  (of  the  laft  two  articles 
but  fmall  quantities  are  exported),  pork,  bacon,  tallow,  bees-wax, 
rqyrtle-wax,  &c.  The  produdions  of  the  upper  parts  of  North  Carolina 
are  exported  to  the  eaftern  ftates,  which  in  return  fupply  Carolina  with 
flour,  cheefe,  hides,  potatoes,  hardware,  hats,  and  European  goods.  The 
high  price  of  labour  and  difficult  navigation  obftrudl  the  building  of 
fhips,  although  the  country  produces  the  fineft  fliip-timber  in  the  greateft 
abundance. 

The  lower  parts  of  North  Carolina  are  as  unhealthy  as  thofe  of  South 
Carolina ;  nay  more  fo,  although  there  are  not  as  many  rice-fwamps  in 
the  former,  as  in  the  latter  province.     In  wanter  fevers  and  pleurifies  are 
very  frequent.     The  climate  of  the  upper  parts  is  very  healthtul ;  they 
are  wafhed  by  many  rapid  ftreams,  and  not  liable  to  the  fame  dangers. 
In  both,  but  efpecially  in  the  upper  parts,  the  woods  are  full  of  pigs  and 
calves,  which  furnifh  confiderable  articles  of  exportation.     The  popula- 
tion of  North  Carolina  amounted,  in  1 79 1 ,  to  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thoufandfeven  hundred  and  fifty  fouls,  one  hundred  and  five  thou- 
fand  and  fixty-one  of  whom  were  flavcs.     The  exaftnefs  of  this  eftimate 
is,  however,  doubted,  and  the  population,   it  is  aflerted,    was  already  in 
1791  more  confiderable,   than  it  appears  by  this  eftimate.      Since   that 
period  it  has  been  encreafed  more  from  its  own  ftock,  than  by  emigration 
from  other  ftates  ;   for  though  colonifts  arrive  from  thefe  parts,  yet  on 
the^other  hand  many  fettlers  emigrate  g.gain  to  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
Kentucky,  and  Teneftee.      Since  1788,  Raleigh  is  the  capital  and  feat  of 
government,  which,  previoufly  to  that  time,   removed  from  one  place  to 
another.     The   towns  in  Carolina  are  few  in  number  and  infignificant. 
Moft  of  the  proprietors  rcfide  oa  their  plantations,  and  live  there  like 
Virginians,  but  not  quite  fo  well,  as  in  general  they  poflefs  not  fo  much 
wealth,  as  the  Virginia  planters.     They  are  bufied,  it  is  faid,   in  perfcd- 
ing  their  mode  of  agriculture,  and    are  good  and  mild  mafters  to  their 
flaves.     I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  cither  the  regulations  concerning 
them,  or  any  other  law. 

The 
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The  moft  numerous  fedl  in  North  Carolina  is  that  of  the  Prefbyterians, 
efpecially  in  the  weflern  parts,  which  are  inhabited  by  emigrants  of 
Penniylvania.  But  there  are  alfo  great  numbers  of  Calvinifts,  Luthe- 
EpifcopaUans,  and  Quakers ;  they  perform,  however,  no  more  divine 
fervice  in  a  regular  manner,  than  they  do  in  Virginia  and  South  Caro- 
lina.    Here  is  alfo  a  fettlement  of  Moravians. 

This  is  the  information,  that  I  have  been  able  to  colledl,  relati\'e  to 
North  Carolina,  of  all  the  ftates  apparently  moft  remote  from  that  im- 
proved ftate  of  culture,  which,  from  the  quality  of  its  foil  and  produc- 
tions, it  is  perfedlly  capable  of  attaining.  North  Carolina  will,  no  doubt, 
in  time  advance  to  a  more  perfect  degree  of  cultivation  ;  her  future  opu- 
lence will  depend  on  the  quality  of  commodities  flae  produces  ;  but,  from 
the  nature  of  her  coaft  and  rivers,  fhe  will  never  be  able  to  acquire  any 
confiderable  rank  among  trading  and  commercial  ftates. 


THE    END. 
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[Since  the  Jlieet  voas  printed  off  ivh'icU  contains  the  remarks  on  the 
policy  of  the  Lieut  enaJit- Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  the  following  authentic 
Document  has  been  put  into  the  Jiands  of  the  Editor,  who,  in  jii/iice  to  the 
charaMer  of  the  refpeSiable  General,  has  here  prefented  it  to  the  Reader.  J 


SPEECH 

OP  HIS  EXCELLENCY  -^ 

JOHN  GRAVES  SIMCOE,  ESQUIRE, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  tlie  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Upon  proroguing  tke  Fifth  Seffion  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  of  Upper  Canada. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legijlative  Council,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Hoife  of  Affenibly  ! 

THE  public  bufmefs  of  the  feffions  being  brought  to  a  conclufion, 
it  is  with  pleafure,  I  confider  your  proceedings  therein,  have  been 
marked  w^ith  the  lame  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  province,  which 
has  diftinguifhed  your  condud:  throughout  the  whole  of  this,  the  firft 
provincial  parliament  of  Upper  Canada ;  and  which  draws  near  to  its 
termination  agreeably  to  the  laws. 

It  is  not  poflible  for  me,  without  emotion,  to  contemplate,  that  we 
have  been  called  upon  to  execute  the  moft  important  truft  that  can  be 
delegated  by  the  King  and  Britifh  Parliament,  during  a  period  of  awful 
and  ftupendous  events,  which  ftill  agitate  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
^nd  which  have  threatened  to  involve  all  that  is  valuable  in  civil  fociety 
in  one  promifcuous  ruin.    However  remote  we  have  been  happily  placed 

'     4  N  from 


642  P    OSTSCRIPT. 

from  the  fccne  of  thefe  CA'cnts,  we  have  not  been  -without  their  influ- 
ence ;  but,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  it  has  only  been  fufficient  to  prove, 
that  this  province,  founded  upon  the  rock  of  loyalty,  demonftrates  one 
common  fpirit  in  the  defence  of  their  king  and  their  country. 

In  the  civil  provifions  for  the  eftablifliment  and  maintenance  of  our 
conftitution,  and  the  benefits  flowing  therefrom,  we  fhall,  I  truft, 
alw3)'.s  recoUeft  with  great  fatisfacflion,  that  we  have  been  aduated  and 
guided  by  a  fair  and  upright  defire  to  lay  the  foundations  of  private  right 
and  of  public  profperlfy. 

I  humbly  believe  that  his  Majefty,  the  father  of  his  people,  and  the 
beneflcent  founder  of  this  loyal  province,  will  accept  our  endeavours  to 
perpetuate  thefe  blefRngs,  which  it  Is  his  wifli  fliould  attend  his  faithful 
fubjeds  and  their  remoteft  poltenty. 

Honourable  Gentlemen,  and  Gentlemen  ! 

It  is  our  immediate  duty  to  recommend  our  public  ads  to  our  fellow- 
fubjeds  by  the  eflicacy  of  our  private  example  ;  and  to  contribute  in  this 
tra6l  of  the  Brltifli  empire,  to  form  a  nation,  obedient  to  the  laws,  fru- 
gal, temperate,  induftrlous ; — lmprefl"ed  with  a  ftedfaft  love  of  juftice,  of 
honour,  of  public  good  ;  with  unfnaken  probity  and  fortitude  amongft 
men,  with  Chrlftian  piety  and  gratitude  to  God  ! 

Confcious  of  the  intention  of  wxll-doing,  I  fliall  ever  cherifh,  with  re- 
verence, and  humble  acknowledgement,  the  remembrance,  that  it  is  my 
Angular  happincfs  to  have  borne  to  this  province  the  powers,  the  privi- 
leges, the  principles,  and  the  practice  of  the  Brltifli  conftitution ;  this 
perpetual  monument  of  the  good-will  of  the  empire,  the  reward  of  tried 
affcdlon  and  loyalty,  can  bcft  fulfil  the  jufl  end  of  all  government,  as 
the  experience  of  ages  hath  proved,  by  communicating  univerfally,  pro- 
tc<fllou  and  profpcrlty,  to  thofc  who  make  a  rightful  ufe  of  its  advan- 
tages. 
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ADAMS,  Mr.  charadler  of,  President  of  the 
United  States,  407. 

Agriculture,  ftate  of,  in  Northumberland,  70  ; 
at  Afjdum,  95  ;  about  old  Shefliequen,  97  ; 
in  Geneffee,  120;  Captain  Williatnfon's 
fettlement,  135;  diftrift  of  Kingfton,  281; 
Canada,  310;  German  Flats,  361;  Al- 
bany, 371  ;  Marlborough,  398  ;  county  of 
Maine,  437  ;  North  Yarmouth,  458  ;  dif- 
tria  of  Berwick,  464,  465  ;  Rhode-Ifland, 
496;  townfliip  of  Lebanon,  515;  environs 
of  New  York,  539  ;  Jerfey,  547;  Carolina, 
676. 

Ague,  endemic  in  Geneffee,  144,  146;  attempts 
to  cure  it  by  a  magic  charm,  262. 

Albany,  defcription  of  the  fettlement  and  town 
of,  376;  trade  and  exports,  ibid.  368;  fliip- 
ping,  ibid.;  price  of  (hip-building,  369;  po- 
pulation, 370  ;  ftyle  of  building,  ibid.;  re- 
venue, ibid.;  bank,  371  ;  manufactories,  ib. 

Allen,  Mr.  Van,  member  of  the  Congrefs,  340. 

Alma,  eftate  of  Captain,  43 1 . 

Ambrofe,  St.  fituation  of  the  Spanilh  ifland  of, 
410;   abounds  with  feals,  ibid. 

America,  means  of  raifing  a  fortune  in,  4'"',  63, 
67. 

Americans,  conduft  of  the,  to  the  Indians,  43  ; 
their  fentiments  in  regard  to  England,  238, 
366;   and  relative  to  France,  366,  379- 

Angelico,  farm  of,  30;  how  cultivated,  ibid.; 
produce  of  the  land,  31  ;  inattention  to  im- 
proving the  dung,  33.       ^ 

Animals,  wild,  lefs  fierce  in  America,  143. 

Afylum,  fituation  of,  86  ;  a  French  fettlement 
projc6ted  by  Meffrs,  Talon  and  dc  Noailles, 


ibid.;  hiftory  of  this  fettlement,  87  ;  prefent 
ftate,  88 ;  names  and  numbers  of  the  families, 
who  have  fettled  there,  89  ;  impediments  to 
the  profperity  of  the  fettlement,  02  ;  means 
of  removing  them,  ibid. 

Attachments,  on  the  force  of  female,  169,-333. 

Axe,  form  of  the  American,  165. 

B. 

Ball,  Indian  manner  of  playing  at,  249. 

Banks,  in  the  United  States,  67  ;  their  influence 
on  the  price  of  land,  ibid. 

Barley,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  6 ;  Angelico, 
34;  county  of  Maine,  428,  445. 

Baron,  plantation  of  Dr.  590. 

Bath,  town  of,  108;  its  fituation,  140. 

Bath,  a  port  of  entry  in  the  townfliip  of  Lin- 
coln, 456  ;  its  exports,  ibid. 

Baty,  leader  of  emigrated  German  families,  269. 

Belfaft,  account  of  the  townfliip  of,  435  ;  popu- 
lation, 441. 

Berkthire,  population  of  the  county  of,  395. 

Berwick,  account  of  the  diftridt  of,  464. 

Beverly,  fituation  of  the  village  of,  4ot. 

Biddetbrd,  account  of  the  town  of,  463  ;  trade 
and  exports,  ibid. 

Big  Plain,  fituation  of,  170. 

Bingham,  inn  of  'Squire,  344. 

Block-houfes, howconftru(ftedin  America,  214; 
common  in  that  country,  ibid. 

Bofton,  environs  of,  400  ;  iituaiion,  401  ;  har- 
bour, 402;  inditf'ertnce  of  the  inhabitants 
in  regard  to  fortifications,  403  ;  their  man- 
ners, 407  ;  enterprifing  fpirit  and  trade,  400; 
Shipping,  479  ;  exports  and  imports,  ibid. 

Bouchette,  Captain,   coinmatider  oi   the   naval 

fore*! 
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furc!  on  Lnke  Ontario,  200 :  a  Canadian  by 
birth,  ibid. 

Boui,  eftate  of  Mr.  de,  1J8;  his  hiftory,  ibid, 

Brant,  Colonel,  Englifli  agent  with  the  Indians, 
252  ;  pofleffes  much  influence  over  the  In- 
dians, ibij.;  bears  an  excellent  charafter, 
255. 

Brigadier's' ifland,  account  of,  437. 

Briftol,   account  of  the  port  of,  503. 

Broadbay,  defcription  of  the  townfhip  of,  451 . 

Brompton,  Fort,  account  of,  346. 

Brothcrfarmer,  chief  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  174. 

Brown,  John,  the  richeft  merchant  of  Provi- 
dence, 503. 

Brunfwick,  account  of  the  townftiip  of,  45G. 

Brunfvvick,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  54/  ;  its 
trade,  543. 

Buffalo  Creek,  account  of  the  Indian  lettleraent 
of,  174,  185. 

Burlington  Bay,  260. 

Burr,  eftate  of  Colonel,  545;   his  charafter,  ib. 

Butler,  Colonel,  Englifli  agent  with  the  Tufca- 
Tora  Indians,  250  ;  a  native  of  America,  251  ; 
Ivovv  rewarded  for  his  loj-alty,  ibid. 


Caldwell,  James,  pofl"e[ror  of  ertcnfive  works  at 

Albany,  371,  372. 
Cambridge,    defcription    of  the    Unlverfity  of, 

40g. 
Camps,  Indian,  151. 
Canada,  divifion  into  Upper  and  Lower — when 

made,  296;   new  form  of  government,  22"  ; 

leading  articles  of  the  new  conftitution,  228  ; 

remarks  on  this  confiitiition,  257  ;   on  the 

reparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain, 

270,    303;   butrhenfome   to  England,    288, 

308  ;  trade,  316;  exports  and  im]5orls,  ibid. 

want  of  learned  men  and  literary  focieties, 

320. 
Canada,   Lower,   educati'in   neglcdled  in,   318; 

juRice,    how    adminiftered,     319;     climate, 

320;   provifions  cheap,  321. 
Canada  Creek,  354. 
Canadians,  much  attached  to  France,  23;),  306; 

character,  293,    304;    how   generally  cm- 


ployed,  304;  good  feamen,  ibid.;  arc  dil- 
liked  by  the  Englifh,  305,  307  ;  ignorant, 
305  ;  well-treated  by  the  Britifh  government, 
306;  indifferent  hufbandmen,  310;  their 
political  opinions. 

Caimans,  numerous  in  South  Carolina,  600; 
account  of  tills  fpecies  of  crocodiles,  ibid. 

Canal,  joining  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Dela- 
ware, 15;  near  the  Little  Falls,  362;  by 
St.  George's  River,  426;  through  the  rice- 
fwamps  in  the  townfhip  of  St.  Paul,  596. 

Canandaqua,  lake  of,   145. 

Canandaqua,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  On- 
tario, 154;  its  fituation,  ibid. 

Canawaga,  town  of,  l6l ;  its  fituation,  ibid^. 

Cape  Ann,  defcription  of,  417  ;  how  the  cod- 
fifli  are  dried  there,  ibid.;  account  of  the 
fithcry,  ibid.;  road,  418;  trade  and  exports, 
ibid. 

Carolina,  North,  defcription  of,  632;  hiftor)'-, 
ibid.;  conftltution,  633;  public  expendi- 
ture, 634;  taxes,  ibid.;  public  debt,  635; 
dlvilion,  ibid. ;  inland  navigation,  ibid. ; 
harbours,  ibid.;  trade,  636  ;  exports,  637; 
climate,  633  ;  difeal'es,  ib.;  religious  fects, 
639. 

Carolina,  South,  hiftory  of,  655  ;  conftltution, 
559,  560,  561  ;  laws,  562 ;  penal  code,  563  ; 
militarjT  regulation,  566,  S67;  taxes,  568; 
how  afleffed  and  collefted,  669;  public  ex- 
penditure, ibid.;  roads,  ibid.;  public  debt, 
570;  pay  of  the  officers,  671  ;  paper-mo- 
ney, 572;  banks,  ibid.  673,  574;  divifion, 
575;  climate,  577;  fchools  and  education, 
630;  manufatSorles,  681;  price  of  fliips, 
Ibid.;   markets,  582. 

Cafco,  defcription  of  the  bay  of,  457. 

Caftle-lfiand,  convldts  confined  in,  405. 

Cefar,  a  negro,  difcovercd  a  remedy  agalufl  the 
bite  of  the  rattlc-fuake,  569  ;  how  rcward- 
co!,  ibid. 

Charlclton,dcparturefroraPhiladelj)hin  for,  562, 
its  fituation,  664;  hiftory,  555;  buildings, 
556;  inhabitants,  557;  theirmanners  and  cul"- 
toms,  558  ;  political  fcntimcnts,  ibid,  669  5 
conflitution,  ibid.    560,  ,661  ;    laws,   662; 
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■  workhoufe,  ibid.;  prifons,  565  ;  population, 
ibid.,  negro  market,  675;  difeafes,  5/3  ;  po- 
lice, 579;  library,  583;  imports  and  ex- 
perts, 627,  to  630. 

Chelfea,  account  of  the  port  of,  514. 

Chippaway  Fort,,  defcription  of,  221. 

Chippaway  frigate,  building  expence  of  the, 
217. 

Cohoez  Falls,  defcription  of  the,  379>  380. 

Coinage,  ftandard  of,  in  New  York,  101  ;  in 
Pennfylvania,  ibid. 

Connefticut,  trade  of,  513,634,535;  hiftory, 
conftitutlon,  and  laws,  524  to  527  inclufive; 
police,  528  ;  religious  worfliip,  ibid.  529; 
militia,  532;  taxes,  ibid.  533,  534:  popu- 
lation, 635;  inhabitants,  536. 

Cooper,  charadter  of  Mr.  7G;  chief  objeft  of 
his  account  of  America,  ibid,;  alplres  at  a 
feat  in  Congrefs,  ibid. 

Cotton,  culture  of,  in  Georgia,  604. 

County-rates,  in  Montgomery,  14;  diilridl  of 
Providence,  1 7 ;  Reading,  27  ;  State  of  New 
York,  105;  townfliip  of  Saratoga,  376.   . 

Couteux,  charaifter  of  Mr.  le,  384. 

Ciabgrafs,  in  South-Carolina,  589.  - 

Crunkford,  account  of  the  townfhip  of,  438i 

Creigh,  Dr.  proprietor  of  the  medicinal  fpring 
of  Lebanon,  394. 

Crooked  Lake,  defcription  of,   109.   . 

D. 

Damafco  Bay,  account  of,  452.  ' 

Dances,  defcription  of  Indian,  249.    ■ 

Deals,  price  of,  at  Mac-Alifter's  mill,  56;  in 
Northumberland,  71  ;  at  Captain  William- 
fon'smill,  139-;  at  Dutch  mill,  294. 

Defertion  of  the  Brililh  troops  in  Canada,  caufes 
of  the,  255.   -^ 

Defjardins,  Mr.  owner  of  large  eftates  In  Hun- 
ger b.ty,  351-.    , 

Detroit,  fort,  defcription  of,  213. 

Detroit,  a  French  fettlement,  239. 

Difeafes,  prevalent  among  the  Indians,  180. 

Dobfon,  Major,  commanding  officer  in  King- 
fton,  299  ;  on  board  his  barge  the  author 
proceeds  to  the  American  coafl,  ibid. 
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Dorchefter,  Lord,  Governor-General  of  Britifli 
America,  227  ;  his  projedt,  concerning  the- 
feat  of  government  of  Upper  Canada,  276 ; 
prohibits  the  author  to  proceed  to  Lower  ■ 
Canada,  298  ;  his  adminiftration  marked 
with  mildnefs  and  juftice,  308  ;  his  charac- 
ter, 321. 

Dover,  capital  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  467; 
its  fituation,  ibid.;   population,  ibid. 

Draytonhall,  an  eftate  belonging  to  Dr.  Dray- 
ton, 691. 

Drefs,  obfervations  on,  273. 

Drunkennefs,   the  prevailing  vice  in  America,- 
68. 

Ducks'  Iflands,  defcription  of,  272.  ' 

Ducktrap,  fhip-building  at,  432;  fifhery,  ibid.  ' 

Dupetitthouars,    travelling    companion  of    the 
author,  3frS.  - 

E. 

Earl,  Lieutenant,  com.mander  of  the  Onondago 

cutter,  273,275. 
Education,  greatly  negledled  in  Lower  Canada, 

318. 
Elem,  farm  of  Samuel,  496,  496. 
Elizabethtown,    account    of   fhe   townfhip    of, 

54.3; 
Elworth,  Mr.  Chief-juftice  of  the  L^nited  States, 

552. 
Emigration,    frequent   in    America,    107;     its 

caufes,    108. 
Englifli  navy,   force  of  the,   in  Upper  Canada, 

289  ;   fhips  built  of  timber  freth  cut   down, 

ibid.;  provilion   of  fhip-tlmber  eafi!}'  made 

for  many  years  to  come,  290. 
Ephrata,  village  of,  35. 
Epifcopal    church,    the   eftablilhed   religion    in 

Upper  Canada,  265,  235. 
Equahty,  on  American,  23,  44,  66,  68,  553. 
Erie,  Lake,  186. 
Erie,  village  of  Lake,  185. 
Erie,  fort,  defcription  of,  214,  2 1 6. 
Eftates,    uncertainty    of   the    pofleflion    thereof 

about  Wilklbarre,  Huntsferry,  Src.  85. 
Euftis,  Dr.  of  Bofton,  his  character  and  political 

principles,  480. 
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F. 

Fairfield,  acroaiu  of  the  trade  and  exports  of, 
538. 

Farmers,  prejudices  of  the  American,  6,  3  I,  32, 
42,  (56,  72,  1 19. 

Fayette,  La,  much  refpeftcd  in  America,  54, 
366. 

Ferry-boats,  badly  conftrufted  in  America,  31. 

Flemming,  hiftory  of  Peggy,  209. 

Florida,  account  of,  6]  1,  613,  614  ;  its  poffel- 
fion  ufelels  to  Spain,  6l4;  fliould  be  ceded 
to  France,  615. 

Flour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  S  ;  in  Norrif-i 
town,  14;  Kentuck}^  45;  Geneffee,  121  ; 
near  Fortymile  Creek,  259  ",  at  Kingfton, 
231  ;  Rotterdam,  348  ;  New  Bedford,  493. 

Fortymile  Creek,  258. 

Frey,  dcfcription  of  the  mill  of  Mr.  49. 

French,  on  the  conquells  of  the,  60. 

French  revolution,  fentimento  of  the  author  re- 
fpeftingthe,  262,  300. 

Fricndfrnill,  defcription  of,  110. 

Friends  fettlement,  account  of,  110. 

Fur-trade,  participation   of  the   Americans  in 
the,   17,   234,  310;   how  carried   on   with 
the  Indians  in  the  Illinois,  296;  is  the  only 
branch  .of  commerce  belonging  to  Canada, 
.309 ;  how  carried  on   between  Canada  and 
Europe,    310;     mod    important   places   in 
America   for    that   trade,    325;   how   many 
bundles  of   peltry  collected    in   each,   ibid, 
by  whom  the  trade  is  carried  on,  326,  328 
account  of  the  expence  and  proceeds,  330 
tot.d  amount,  .33  1  ;  how  carried  on   by  the 
Rufilans,  41  5. 

G. 

Genefli.c  Flats,  regular  inundation  of  the,  153  ; 
their  lituation,  ibid.;  belong  for  the  nioft 
part  to  the  Indians,  151;  attempt:^  to  fpoil 
them  of  their  property,  ibid. 

Geneflec,  falls  of  the  river,  166. 

German  Flats,  defcription  of  the,  359. 

Gerbicr,  hiftory  of  Mr.  20. 

Cilavcry,  citate  of  'Squire,    IJO. 

Gloccfter,  aceounl  of  the  tov/n  of,  418;  its 
fiflicry  and  trade,  ibid.;  fuijation.  419. 


Gneifs,  rocks  of,  near  Philadelphia,  137. 

Goldhue,  Mr.  member  of  the  Congrefs,  4/6. 

Goofe  Creek,  account  of,  588. 

Gouvernet,  eftate  of  Mr.  de,  383;  charadter  of 
his  wife,  ibid. 

Granite,  between  Roxborough  and  Philadel- 
phia, 16;  between  Harrilburg  and  Sunbur3', 
63  ;  interfperfcd  with  mica  near  Philadel- 
phia, 187;  of  a  rcddiih  colour  on  the  plain 
of  Newark,  311;  in  Thoufand  Iflands,  323  ; 
near  Montreal,  ibid.;  between  Ofwego  and 
Albany,  366. 

Green,  eftate  of  Mr.  259. 

Green,  account  of  General,  500;  his  exploits, 
ib.;  moral  charafter,  501  ;  monument  ereft- 
ed  in  his  memory  by  order  of  Congrefs,  ib. 

Guillemard,  Mr.  travelling  companion  of  the 
auttior,  3,  393  ;  his  journal  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada, 312. 

H. 

HallowcU,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  455. 

Hammond,  Mr.  Englifh  ininifter  at  the  United 
States,  298. 

Hamilton,  Captain,  commandant  of  Fort  Chip- 
paway,  218,  221. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  member  of  the  lerrillature  of 
Lipper  Canada,  225. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  account  of 
his  public  and  private  character,  544,  545. 

Hannah,  iirigadier-Cteneral,  54. 

Harris,  Mr.  founder  of  Harrilburg,  5  I. 

Harrilburg,  account  of  the  town  oi\  50  ;  chief 
town  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  51  ;  has  no 
anchoring-place,  ibid.;  unhcalthincls  of  the 
town,  52;  a  mill-dam  deltroyed  by  the  in- 
habitants, ibid. 

I-Iartfor,d  account  of  the  town  of,  516,  the 
chief  place  in  Connecticut,  51  7  ;  its  popu- 
lation, ibid.;  trade  and  iliipjiinc;,  ib.;  bank, 
519- 

ll.irvelt,  defcription  of  a  French,  360. 

ilaiy,  a  beverage  prepared  for  the  kings  and 
chiefs  of  ihc  Marquefa  Iilauds,  412. 

Hemp,  growing  wild  on  the  b.mks  of  Lake  On- 
tario, 292, 
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Heffian  fly,  pernicious  to  grain,  365  ;  efpeclally 

to  wheat,  547. 
Hingham,  an  eftate  of  General  Lincoln,  431 . 
Homicide,  how  atoned  for  among  the  Indians, 

178. 
Hudfon,  defcription  of  the  banks  of  the  river, 

377. 
Hunter,  fort,  account  of,  56. 


Jacobin  club  at  Charlefton,  384;  downfall  of 

Jacobin  clubs  in  America,  43. 
Jay,  political  fyftem  and  conduit  of  Mr.  544. 
J'efFery,   Mr.  an  eminent   merchant  of  Bofton, 

480. 
Illinois,  fettlement  on  the,  a  large  depot  for  the 

fur-trsde,  ''m. 
Indian-corn,  price  of,  at  Robertfbn's,  6;   Ange- 
lico,  34;  in  Kentucky,   46;  Painted  Polt, 
107;    Geneflee,    121;   Watkinftown,    145; 
county  of  Maine,  428  ;  exhaufts  the  foil,  7 1  • 

Indians,  delineation  of  the  manners  and  cufloms 
of  the,  156,  167,  176,  177,  180,  182,  194, 
208,266,202;  well  defcribed  by  Charle- 
voix, 269;  rendered  brutal  and  debauched 
by  white  people,  149;  their  price,  when 
murdered  by  the  latter,  ibid.;  emptoyed  to 
apprehend  Britllh  deferters,  291  ;  their  lan- 
guage and  fpeeches,  181. 

Ingraham's  Iflands,  account  of  the,  413. 

Inns,  very  numerous  in  fome  parts  of  America, 
63. 

Inviolability,  places  of,  among  the  Indians,  182. 

Johnfon,  hiftory  of  Mr.  190. 

Johnftown,  capital  of  the  county  of  Montgo- 
mery, 363  ;  its  population,  ibid. 

Tpfwich,  account  of  the  village  of,  474. 

Ifard,  Mr.  late  member  of  Coilgrefs,  635  ;  his 
eftate.s  in  South  Carolina,  536 ;  a  zealous  ad- 
vocate for  ilavery,  587. 

Juftice,  how  adminiftered  in  Lower  Canada, 
319-.- 

K. 

Kennebec,  account  of  the  river,  455. 

Kentucky,  prefent  ftate  of,  46 ;  produce  of  the 
land,  ibid.;  population,  ibid. 


Kinglton,  fUaatlon  of  the  town  of,  275  ;  dc- 
fi;ription  of  the  town,  ibid.  276,  279;  in- 
tended by  Lord  Dorchefter  to  become  the 
feat  of  government  of  Upper  Canada,  ibid.; 
dJfapproved  of  by  General  Simcoe,  ibid.; 
a  ftaple  port,  2/9. 

Knox,  General,  defcription  of  his  eftate,  416; 
fituation  of  the  houfe,  420 ;  his  plans  aid 
projecSts,    423  ;  his  character,  449, 

L. 

Labour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  6;  atLegaux,, 
11;  in  the  diftrift  of  Providence,  17;  about 
Reading,  23  ;   at  Angelico,  33,  34  ;  at  Lan- 
cafter,  42;   Middlrton,  50  ;  Harrifburg,  63  ; 
Mac-Aliller's   farm,   55  :  about  Northum- 
berland, 71  ;   at  Afylum,  96  ;  in  the  diftridt 
of  Newtown,   103;   at   Painted    Poft,  107; 
in  Geneflee,  121  ;  in  the  diftrift  of  Canan- 
daqua,  147  ;   on  the  eftate  of  Mr.  Pitt,  151  ; 
in   the   GenefTee    Flats,    163  ;   in    and   near 
Chippaway,   224  ;   near    Fortymile    Creek,, 
259  ;   in  the  diftrid:  of  Kingfton,  281,  286  ; 
at  Rotterdam,  343  ;  in  Schuylertown,  358  ; 
near  the  Little  Falls,  362  ;  at  Albany,  372; 
in  the  townlhip  of  Saratoga,  376  ;  at  Marl- 
borough,   399  ;    in   the    county   of  Maine, 
423  ;  in  the  diftridt  of  Brunfwick,  467  ;  in 
the   vicinity   of  Portfmouth,    469  ;    in  the 
townfhip  of  New  Bedford,  493  ;  in  Connec- 
ticut, 513  ;   about  Newhaven,  523. 
Lancafter,  arrival  at,  39  ;  its  fituation  and  fize, 
40  ;  population,  41  ;  produce   of  the  land, 
42 ;  general  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants, 
43  ;  democratic  Ibciety,  ib.;  churches,  44. 
Land,  price  of,  at  Norriltown,  14  ;  in  the   dif- 
tridt of  Providence,  17  ;  about  Reading,  23  ; 
at  Reading,  23  ;  at  Lancafter,  41  ;  in  Ken- 
tucky, 46;  about  Maytown,  47  ;  at  Middle- 
ton,  50;   Harrifburg,  53  ;   in  the  vicinity  of 
Mac-Alifter's  farm,   55  ;   at  Deblerf 's,   60  ; 
at  White's,  61  ;  about  X'orthumberland,  70  ; 
at  Afylum,   96  ;  about  Tioga,   99 ;  in    the 
diftriCl  of  NewtowJi,  102  ;   at  Painted  Port, 
106;  in   Captain  Williamfon's   fettlement, 
132;  in  the  diftridl  of  Canandaqua,   147; 

at 
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at  Canawaga,  Uil  ;  near  Chippaway,  224  ; 
near  Forty  mile  Creek,  25.9;  in  the  diftrift  of 
Kingfton,  284;  in  the  Ifland  of  Montreal, 
311;  ;iveragc  price  in  Lower  Canada,  314; 
at  Rotterdam,  343  ;  on  the  Mohawk  river. 
386;  in  Schuylertown,  358;  in  the  Ger- 
man Flatts,  "60;  at  Albany,  3/1 ;  near  ija- 
ratoga,  "i7J  ,  between  Albany  and  Stephen- 
town,  388  ;  at  Lebanon,  394;  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Portland,  462;  near  Portfinouth, 
4h'9;  atHingham,  432  ;  in  the  townfhip  of 
Ne\w Bedford,  493;  in  Rhode-Mand,  497; 
•in  Coqnedlicut,  513,  517  j  about  Newha- 
ven,  553, 
■iand,  produce  of  the,  about  Northumberland, 
71;  at  Afylum,  95;  at 'Squire  Mac-Cor- 
mick's,  104;  on  Robinfon's  eftate,  119;  in 
Canandaqua,  147;  Genellce  I'lats,  153;  at 
Mountmorris,  157;  near  Fortymile  Creek, 
259;  in  Schuylertown,  358;  on  the  Mo- 
hawk River,  379;  in  the  diitriA  of  Broad- 
bay,  451  ;  Profpeft,  436  ;  Crankford,  438; 
Brunfwick,  457  ;  Biddeford,  463  ;  Portf- 
mouth,  469;  Hingham,  482  ;  Rhode-Ifland, 
494;  Newhaven,  523. 

Langdon,   Mr.   a  fenator,  471;  poffeffed   of  a 

•'■  powerful  intereft  at  Portfinouth,  ibid.;  op- 
pofed  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
ibid. 

Lebanon,  medicinal  fprlng  and  fituation  of, 
339,  39.4,  515;  its  population,  ibid. 

Legaux,  farm  of  Mr.  10  ;  his  cottageand  vine- 
yard, 11;  his  litigious  difpofition. 

Leger'?,  Colonel  St.  attack  on  Fort  Stauwix, 
355. 

Legiflature  of  Upper  Canada,  opening  of  the, 
255;  General  Simcoe's  fpeech  on  progulng 
the  fifth  feflion,  641. 

Legiflature  of  Canada,   the  debates  of  the,  car- 
ried on  in  the  Englilh  and  French  language, 
•  *     306. 

Limeftone,  ftrataof,  between  Roxborough  and 
Norriftovvn,  16;  near  Lancafler,  33  ;  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  187;  near  Read- 
ing, 183;  at  the  cataract  of  Niag.ara,  311; 


in  Palatine  count}'-,  337;  county  of  !Maine, 

420. 
S^iacoln,  account  of  General,  431. 
Literary   focieties  in    the   United   States,    how 

they  Ihould  render  themfelves  ufeful,  533. 
Little  Fal'--,  dcicnptiou  of  the,  361. 
Littlehales,    Major,    adjuts.it    and    tirll    fecre- 

tary  of  General  Simcoe,  271  ;   poffelTes  the 

confidence  of  the  country,  ibid. 
London,    account  of  tne  town   of  New,   510; 

principal    fea- port -town    m   Connedlicut, 

511  ;    its    trade   and   fln;'ping,    ibid.;    ex- 

porco,  ibid.;  fiihery,  513;  population,  ibid.; 

bank,  ibid. 
Loretto,  an  Indian  village,  322  ;  charafters  and 

manners  of  its  inhabitants,  ibid. 
Lotteries,  pernicious  conlcquenccs  of,  16. 
Louiliana,    at-count    of,  GIO;    advantages    likely 

to  accrue  to  France  from   the  poffeffion  of 

that  countr-,  ibid.  617  ;  fyftem  of  the  Spa- 

nilh  govern.,    ^it,  6*17. 
Luxembourg,  Prince  of,  fold  a   frigate  to  the 

State  of  South  CaroUna,  5/0. 
Lynn,  account  of  the  port  of,  477;  its  flice* 

manufa^ftory,  478  ^ 

M. 

Mac-Alifter,  an  induftrious  farmer,  54;  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  farm  and  mill,  55,  56  ;  lituation 
of  his  fettlement,  56. 

Mac-Cormick,  eftate  of 'Squire,  104. 

Mac-Donald,  Jntendant-general  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, 302;  his  manner  of  tranl'a(5lin<r  buti- 
net's,  301  ;  pay,  ibid. 

Maine,  account  of,  419)  420,  443,  447;  its 
trade  and  navigation,  ibid.;  abounds  with 
limeftone,  420  ;  price  of  wood,  444  ;  hif- 
tory,  465  ;   population,  466. 

Manners,  delineation  of  American,  60"to  66, 
68,  100,  104,  107,150,  162,  l6o,  395,  399- 

Maple-fugar,  at  Afylum,  96;  its  price  at  Painted 
Poll,  107  ;  made  in  large  quantities  in  Gc- 
nefTee,  125  ;  medium  produce  of  the  fugar 
maple-tree,  ibid.;  method  of  making  the 
maple-fugar,  treacle,  and  vinegar,  ib.;  pro- 
duced in  great   quantities  in  the  Genttlce 

Flats, 
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